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PREFACE. 


The object of this work, is to present a classification of tlie 
legislative measures of the first term of General Washing- 
ton’s administration. The multitudinous subjects which, in 
the Journals of the two houses, are scattered over the sur- 
face of thirteen hundred pages, requiring vast labour and 
a close scrutiny to discover and to disentangle them from the 
heterogeneous mass of which they form a part, are herein 
collected and arranged in system, so as to present at once 
the entire legislation on every topic of public interest and 
private concernment. 

Connected with this order, an arrangement more general 
in its character presents the measures before the first and 
second Congresses, under distinct classes, divided into, and 
designated. Chapters, for the purpose of a more easy refer- 
ence, and the more ready comprehension of the course of legis- 
lation. It will be perceived that the work embraces only 
such details as belong to the actual legislation of Congress. 
To have included the particulars of every individual appli- 
cation to the two houses, would have been to swell the vo- 
lume to a cumbrous and unwieldy magnitude, without giving 
to it a corresponding increase of value. Equally impracti- 
cable would have been any effort to compress within conve- 
nient limits the important public pa;pers communicated by 
the executive to the legislative branch. Some of these aie 
eminently interesting in themselves, and others appear ne- 
cessary to elucidate the causes and progress of legislation. 
Should the public decision as to the usefulness of the present 
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volume be such as to justify a continuance of the work, the 
whole of the public documents connected with the parlia- 
mentary history of the two terms of General Washington's 
administration, may be conveniently presented, condensed 
and arranged in a separate volume, after the completion of 
the legislative proceedings of that period. 

No claim to literary merit can be founded on a publication 
which is the sole result of reference and research. It was 
regarded by judicious individuals, conversant with the busi- 
ness of Congress, and well acquainted with the difficulty of 
tracing the course of legislation in cases to which it may fre- 
quently be necessary to advert, as the preferable mode, to 
exclude from this work every thing which might have the 
slightest tendency to cloud succinctness, or invest accuracy 
with doubt. Such would probably have been the effect of 
adventuring into any latitude of remark, beyond the pre- 
scription of necessity. Copiousness, to as great an extent as 
the limited plan of the work would admit, was deemed of es- 
sential importance, in order, as far as possible, to obviate the 
indispensableness of recurring to the Journals themselves; 
and it will be apparent that the appropriation of any space 
to mere editorial observation must be a departure from that 
rule. It can be scarcely necessary to say more on the sub- 
ject of the accuracy of the work than that the pari passu re- 
ferences to the Journals, while they present the strongest 
guarantees for fi’delity oi purpose, afford every facility for 
the correction of inadvertent errors; although, in some cases, 
the daily records of proceedings printed under the autho- 
rity and inspection of Congress;, have been found inaccurate 
or defective. 
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HISTORY OF CONGRESS, 


1. 


1st (■OllLncSfcl. 
7st Si'ssion. 


Meeting- of 

COJIgTC.-sS. 


Members 

present. 


-ORGANIZATION OF HOUSES— RULES, &c. 


CHAPTER I. 


Organization of Houses — Elections of Officers — Adoption of Rules — Examina- 
tions of V^otes for President and Vice-President — Speeches of President on 
opening' the Sessions — Addresses of the two Houses — (Joniinittees — Perma- 
nent Seat of Government — Journals — Times and Places of Meeting — Motions 
to open Doors of Senate — StenogTapIiers. 


The First Congress of the United States, under the constitu- ■i 7 x(). 
tion of government proposed by tlie federal convention, held in 
Philadelphia on tlie 17th of September, 1787, assembled in the 
city of New York, on Wednesday, tlie 4th of March, 1781); ele- 
ven of the states, namely, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con- n. Journal, 
nccticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and Ccorgia, having previously 
ratiiicd the Constitution. On the first day of the session, the 
following senators and representatives appeared, and took their 
seats : — 


SENATORS. 


REPilESENTATIVES. 


John Langdon 

and LNcw HAMrsaiRE. 

Paine Wingate, J 

C ale b S trong, — Mass ac uu sltts . 

Wm. S. Johnson A 

and ^CoNHECTicuT. 

Oliver Ellsworth, j 

William MaclayA 

and CPEBrNSYEVAlTIA. 

Robert Morris, j 


George Idiatchcr,' 
Fisher Ames, 
George Leonard, 
Elbridge Gerry, 


-Massachusetts. 


S. Jouniatj 

p.5. 


Ben j. Huntington, 
Jonathan 'rrumbiill, 
Jeremiah Wadswortli, 


CONjSTECTICLT. 


Fred, Aug. Muhlenberg,' 
Thomas Hartley, 

Peter Mulilenberg, 
Daniel Heistcr, 


■Per]v. 


William Few, — Georgia, 


Alexander White, — ViRoiisriA. 


VoL. L — 2 


Thomas Tudor Tucker, — S, Carolina, 
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HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. 


Organizution of 


ist^ngreflifii. Thc following senators and representatives did not appear. 

SENATORS. ]^1^RFai!®:NTATlVES. 


Membei^ T^stram Dalton, — M ass aciu! setts. 

absent. 

Philip Schuyler T 

iim\ vNewYokk. 

Rufus King', j 

Jonathan Elmer T 

and VNewJehset. 

Wm. Patterson, j 

Gcorg-c Reed T 

and ^ Dllawabs. 

Richard Jhis.sctt, j 

Charles CairolI'Y 

and Y MATii:r.ANi>. 

John llcniy, 3 

Richard II. I 

and V VinaiHiA. 

\Vm. Grayson, j 

Pierce JhitlerT 

and CSunTi Caholijja. 

Ralph l/.ard, 3 

James Gunn, — G luhoi a. 


Nicholas Gilman, tt 

Al.iclVoi.UT, ^NnwIlAMrsiiinE. 

Theodore Sedg-wick, 

Renj. Goodluie, 

(icorg'c Partridg-c, 

Jonathan Ciroiit, 


Ma s sac iiu setts . 


Roger Sherman, > 
Jonatiian Sturges, 5 


CONHECTICLT. 


H enry W^v nkoop, 

(George CJyrner, 

T'hos. Eitzsiminons, 
Tliomas Scott, 

J ohn Yining, — Delaw abt: . 

Jolm Lawranec, 3 
Egl>cH Ren.son, 

William Rloyd, 

John Uathom, 

•lerc. \dm Rensselaer, 
l*cter Silvester, 

Khas P»()\idinot, 

James Schureinan, 
I^ambcrt Cadwaladei', ( 
Thomas Sinniekson, J 

William Smith, 

George' Gale, 

Daniel Carroll, 

Joshua Ltiney, 

Benjamin Covtec, 

Mlcii. Jenifer Stone, J 


>MAnYLANl>. 



>New York. 


^'Pennsylvania. 


.fohn Brown, 

James Madison, Jr., 
John Pag<‘, 

Richard Bland Le(', 
Samuel (irillin, 
Andrew Moore, 
Josiah Parker, 
j T'hcodoric Bland, 
Isaac Coles, 


VV^'lllGIMA. 


Edanus Ihirkc, 
Daniel Huger, 
William Smith, 
'riiomus Sumpter, 


1 


South Caiiolina. 


Abraham Baldwin, 

James Jackson, C Geoiigia. 
Gc'orge Mathews, 3 


Adjouined No quorum appearing, thc two houses adjourned, and conti- 
forwantof adjourn for some weeks before thc requisite 

quomm. members attended. On the 4th of March, the sena- 


17H9. 


S. Journal, 
p.7,10,11, 

14, 28, 31, 

44, 45. 


TI. Journal, 
p. ‘i, r>, 7, 

11, 12, Id, 
18, 19, 21, 
29, .H, 40, 
40, 48, 49, 
79. 


S. Journal, 
p. 5, 6, 7. 
II. Journal, 
p. 3, 4,5,6. 
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Chap I. Organization of Houses— Rules, &c. 

Tst Congress, tofs presciit, addrcssccl a circular letter to the absent members 
— of that body, describing the situation in which they found them- 
circular to sclvcs placed, pointing out “ the indispensable necessity of put- 
MariiiU government into immediate operation,” and requesting 

the attendance of the absentees as soon as possible. On the 
Second cir- 18th of March, no other senator having arrived, a second circu- 
mii ’ letter was addressed to eight of the absent senators, excluding 

those whose residences were so distant as to make it impossible 
that a letter would reach them previously to their departure on 
their public duties. 'J'hc terms in which this second communi- 
cation was couclicd were more urgent. It was suggested, that 
“ the House of Jlepreseiitativcs will probably be formed in two 
or three days;” that, tliercfore, the presence of the .absent sena- 
tors “ is indispensably necessary;” and a confidence is expressed 
that they will not suffer ‘‘ the public expectations to be disap- 
pointed.” An eflicicnt re.sponse to these applications does not 
appear to have been received until the bill of Ajirib some days 
after the aj)pearancc of a majority of the iJoiise of Represen- 
tatives. 

Quomm in On the Ist of April, thirty members of the house being pre- 
tlu house, <:;( 2 nt, consliiuting a quorum, a resolution was adopted to proceed 
election of to tlie dioice of a spc.aker by ballot, and i'Vederick Augustus 
11 speaker, ]\[^ll]^_.^berg, oiic of tlic representatives for the state of Pcnnsvl- 
vania, ba\ing received a rnajonty of the votes of tlic wliole 
liouse, was declared to be duly elected speaker of tlie house. 
Tlic speaker w.as then conducted to the chair, and suit.'ibl}^ ac- 
knowledged the honour \v])ich had been conferred upon Jiim. 

A])])oint- Air. Jolm IJcckley was then appointed clerk of the house, ])y a 
clerk. ^ m.ajority of the votes, the election being made by ballot, as in 
tlic choice of the speaker. An order was adopted tliat tlie rncm- 
Coiniuiiiee ])crs deliver in their credentials pi the ejerk’s table. On the 
following day, a committee of eleven members was appointed 
re])ori du- “ to prepare and report such standing rules .and orders of pro- 
serviccrof ^oeding as may be proper to be observed in tliis bouse,” and 
11 sirgcaiit- Messrs. Gilman, Gerry, Wadsworth, Boudinot, Hartley, Smith, 
i -uinis. Tucker, Madison, Sherman, and Goodhue, were appointed 

such committee. An instruction was given to this committee to 
report, .also, the duties and services of a sergeant-at-arms, or 
other proj)cr officer for enforcing the orders of the house.” On 
Fdcctiouof the 4th of April, Gifford Dailey was elected by ballot to be door- 
ci-rnlid heeper of the bouse, and Thomas Claxton was elected, in the 
slstiuit door same manner, to be .a.ssistant door-keeper. 

-copci. Notwithstanding the efforts which were made to produce the 


1789. 

S. Journal, 
p. 5, 6. 


Id. p. 6. 


H. .Tourniik 
p. d. 


Ihid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
Id. p. 7. 
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HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. 


Organ izaiion of Jlouaes-— Rules, &c. 


I St Congress. 
1st Session, 

Quonipi in 
the Senate, 
Election 
of a presi- 
dent. 


Yotc'.s for 
President 
and Vicc- 
l*resi(lcnt 
of the Ihil- 
ted States, 
counted. 


Rill to re- 
t^ulale ta- 
lc iiig' oatli. 


Fonn of 
oatli. 


attendance of members, a quorum of the Senate was not ob- 
tained until Monday, the Cth of April; when, twelve senators 
being present, John Langdon, of New Hampshire, was elected 
president of that body, “ for the Sole purpose of opening and 
counting the votes for President of the United States/’ A mes- 
sage announcing the presence of a quorum, and the election of 
a president for the purpose above named, was then sent to the 
House of Representatives. The house then repaired to (he se- 
nate chamber, where, in presence of the two houses, the votes 
for President and Vice-President of tlie United States were exa- 
mined, by Mr. Patterson of New Jersey, acting as teller on the 
part of the Senate, and Mr. Parker of Virginia, and Mr. Heistcr 
of Pennsylvania, acting as tellers on tlie part of the house, and 
the president of tlie Siaiate declared tlie resuU to be that George 
Washington was unanimously elected President, and John Adams 
Vice-President of the United States. Jn compliance with a re- 
solution of the Ik)uso, the Senate then directed tliat tlie persons 
elected be notilied of their election. On llic same day, leave 
was given by (he hou.se to bring in a bill to regulate the taking 
the oath, or aflirmation, prescribed by the sixth article of the 
Constitution : a committee, consisting of Messrs. White, Madison, 
Trumbull, Gilman, and Cadwaladcr, was appointed to prepare 
the same, and ilic following form of oath was prescribed ; — 

“ ], A. B., a representative of the United States in llic Con- 
gress thereof, do solemnly swear, or allirm, (as the case may be,) 
in the prc.scncc of Almighty God, that I will support the Consti- 
tution of the United Stales. So help me God.” 


1780. 

S. Journal, 
p. 7. 


TT. Joinvial, 
p.r. 


M p. 8. 
S. Journal, 

p.8. 


ir. Journal, 
p.7. 


PI. p. 14. 


IVilltore- On the 14th of April, Mr. While presented, according to or- 
killg'^ofttir a hill to regulate the taking the oath, or affirmation, pre- 
Rcad first scribed by the six tlv^ , article of the Constitution, which was read 
the first time. On the 10th, the bill was read a second time, and 
committed. This bill occupied the attention of the house on the W. p. 15. 
20 tih 4 ud 22d in committee of the whole, when it was reported 
Billconsi- nd ^ ts. On the 25th, the amendments were con- id. p. 18, 

und the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and the bill ’ 


dcred and 
passed. 


and .second 
time. 


* The portion of tlic sixth article of the Constitution, refeiTcd to, is as fol- 
lows: — 

“The senators and representatives, before mentioned, and the members of 
the several state legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the 
United States, and of the several states, shall be bound by oath, or affirmation, 
to support this Constitution; but no religious test shall be required, as a qualifica- 
tion to any office, or public trust, under the United States.” 
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r. 


Or^'anization of Ilfiusps — K uIps, &;c 


1789. 




md 


led 

2d. 


S. Joumid, 
p. 17. 


was passed by the house on the 27th. The bill was received 
and read a first time in the Senate on the 28th of April : on the 

the bill received, Us second reading, and was committed. Id. p,llB. 
On the 2d of May, the bill was reported with amendments, 
which were concurred in by the Senate, on the following day. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time, and was 
passed on the 5th of May. On the Gth of May, the House of ll. Journal, 
Representatives agreed to the amendments of the Senate, with 
an amendment. 

It is to be regretted liiat the rules of the Senate, during the 
period embraced in this volume, preclude the possibility of rcfc- 
reuev to any debates which may have taken place in that body. 

One of the amendments made by the Senale, was in the follow- 
ing words: — 


Id. p. 21, 

22 . 


p. 29, 


J5e it enacted, Th.at llic members of the several state Icgis- iJo^d’s 
latures, and all executive and iudicial otHcers of the scvcinl G()ii!!;ivs- 
states, who have been heretofore chosen or ap])oinlcd, or who ^isUr, 
shall be chosen or a{)poiiited before the first day of August next, 225 .^^^ 
and also shall tlu n be in ofllce, shall, within one montli thereaf- 
ter, take the same oath or afllrmation, except wlicrc they shall 
have taken it before; which may he administered by any per- 
son authorized by the law of the state, in which such oflice shall 
be holden, to administer oaths. And the members of the seve- 
ral state legislatures, and all executive and judicial ofliccrs of 
the several states, who shall he chosen or appointed after the 
said first day of August, shall, before they proceed to execute 
the duties of their respective ofliccs, take the foregoing oath or 
afhrmation, which shall he administered by the person or per- 
sons who by the law of the stale shall be authorized to adminis- 
ter the oath of otlice ; and the person or persons, so administer- 
ing the oath, hereby required to be tpken, shall cause a record, 
or certificate, thereof to he made, in the same manner, as, by 
the law of the state, he or they shall be directed to record or 
rprflCy Ihp oalh of office.” 

This amendment appears to have led to some discussion in the 
House oi* Rcnrcsentalivcs. Messrs. Gerry, Jackson, and Silves- 
ter opposed the amendment, and Messrs. Bland, Lawrance, Sher- 
man, and Boudinut supported it. The grounds of opposition 
were, that the power of Congress to direct the states in Bus mat- 
ter was open to doubt; and that, even if it existed, the policy of 
exercising it, and thus incurring the risk of provoking jealousy 
among the states of the federal government, was questionable. 
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IIISIOKV UUJNUKl^bh. 


Chap. I. Org.-imzat ion of lIoiis(3S— Rules, Acc. I’SO. 

1 st Congress. Thc amendment of the Senate w<as connu'r^'d 

3st Session. ^ ^ 

amendment, — That Ihc members o> t, ' - - ' r 

rected to take tlic oath at their nc iC ■ ^ , 

Scnatccon- The Senate, on tlie 7th of Ma , d ... m ' ^ 

made by thc House of Re[)resentati\ >. On ’ «• ’ ’ • .’d \ 

Committee the Senate appointed Mr. Lee to be a on Iheir 

tocniXmi to join any committee appoinlc.l for : .■■ ■‘i; ;i i.. ■ ■ 

prescntbill of the IIoiisc of Representatives, to la ' <» 

the United States, for ]iis ai)pro1>ation 
to rcgnlafc the time and manner of aui •<=, 

after it shall he enrolled, examined by • ...ainitee, and 

sitrned by thc speaker of the lloii‘<e of Representatives, and liy 
iToiisc the Vire-rresidenl. t)n thc ItMh of Ma 3 ^ tlie I louse of Repre- it. .lounml 
committee, ap/'^>inted M(‘ssrs. ]\artridg(! and kloyd to he thc com- I‘- 

rnittcc their jiart, for thc same pnrjiose. '^Flie ])ill was laid 
Pefore the President, by this conimitt(‘e, on thc 'd‘dd of May, and 
Piwacnt a mcssa|^c from the ]h'c:sldent was received by thc House of Re- blp. 40, 
presentatives, on thc 1st of June, certifying thc house that he 
had approved and signed thc hill. 

Oathailmi- The bill liaviiig passed, thc oath was administered by thc Id. p. 41 
lloiLc,\ind speaker of the house, on the 2d of June, to tlie clerk, and to 
to Senate, such of the members as had not already taken thc oath under a 

resolution of thc house of thc Olh of April, prescribing a form, id. p.hli, 
and of the 7th, rcfpTc^tiiig its administration by the ('hief Jus- 
tice of the state of New \"ork. And, in pursuance of an order s. Jounal, 
of thc Senate, Mr. J^angdon administered tlie oath, hist to tlie k 
Vice-President, who administered it afterwards to the members 
of the Senate, and to tlie secretary, together with the oath of 
office. 

Senate The Senate, on the 7th of April, ajipointcd Messrs. Pllsworth, ],i. p, m. 
to^p'repM^c Strong, Maclay, and Bassett, to he a rommittcc to prepare 
rules in re- rules to govern the two houses in cases of confer : ’ 1 „ 

confbr-^^ the manner of electing chaplains; also, to pixiparc 

cnccjchap- dueling business in the Senate, 
lains, &c. 

Mr. Boudinot, on thc same day, from tlic connij . 4 , 

JfoUfjlpf Representatives, appointed to jircjiaie la.!,;.. ^ 

of proceeding for tliat house, made the following report, wliicli 
was agreed to by the house : — 

Sy.sicmof “The committee to whom it was referred to prepare siicli 
tlll.niousc standing rules and orders of proceeding as j . ' - ho 

vqiorud obscYvcd in tliis house, have, according to ^ 
to.* same, and agreed to the following rcporl ^ 
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I. Organization of IIousos — Iliilos, See. 

1st ('ongross^. “ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 

— L rules and orders following are proper to he established, as the 

standing rules and orders of this house ; to wit : 


Rules. First , — louchhig the Ditiy of the. Speaker, 

Rutyoftlic Jle shall take the chair every day at the hour to which the 
’ house shall have adjourned on the preceding day; shall immedi- 
diatcly call the members to order, and, on the appearance of a 
quorum, shall cause the journal of the preceding day to he read. 

“ lie shall preserve decorum and order; may speak to points 
of order in preference to other members, rising from his seat for 
that purpose, and shall decide questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the house hy any two members. 

“ lie shall rise to put a question, hut may state it sitting. 

‘‘ (oluestions shall be distinctly put in this form ; namely, ‘ As 
many as arc of opinion that, (as the (jucstion may be,) say Ay : 
and, after the affirmative voice is expressed — ‘ As many as arc 
of a contrary opinion, say No.* 

If the speaker doubt, or a division he called for, the house 
shall divide; those in the aflirmativc going to the right, and 
those in the negative to the left of the chair. If the speaker 
still douht, or a count be required, the speaker shall name two 
members, one from each side, to tell the members in the aflirma- 
tiv'e ; which being reporfed, he shall then name two others, one 
from each side, to tell those in the negative ; which being also 
reported, he shall rise and state the decision to the house. 

“ The speaker sliall appoint committees, unless it he deter- 
mined hy the house that the committee shall consist of more than 
three members, in which case the appointment shall be by ballot 
of the house. 

In all cases of ballot by the house, thc'*speakcr shall vote; 
in other cases he shall not vote, unless the house be equally di- 
vided, or unless his vote, if given to the minority, will make the 
division equal, and, in case of such equal division, the question 
shall be lost. 

‘‘When the liousc adjourns, the members shall keep their 
seats until the speaker go forth, and then the members shall 
follow. 


Secondly, — Of Decorum and Debate. 


Of dcr.o- 
ruraaridde- 
bate. 


“ When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver 
any matter tO ijhe house, he shall rise from hiij' seat, and respect- 
fully address himself to Mr. Speaker. 


1789. 


H. Joiinial, 
p. 8 , 9 . 


Id. 9, lo. 
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IllSTOUY OF CONGUESS. 


Chap. I. Oig.-inizrition of IJouf-es— llulcs, &c. 17HJ). 

]stconf»rr-?s. Jf mcmbcr, in speaking, or otherwise, transgress the 

1st Session. ^ . i ii i i» 

rules of the house, the speaker shall, or any member may, call 

to order ; in whicli case the member called to order shall imme- 
diately sit down, unless permitted to explain, and the house shall, 
if appealed to, decide on the case, but without debate. If there 
be no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be submitted to. If 
the decision be in favour of the member called to order, he shall 
be at liberty to proceed ; if otherwise, and the case require it, 
he shall be liable to the censure of the house. 

^ When two or more members happen to rise at once, the 
speaker shall name the member who is first to speak. 

No member shall speak more than twice to the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the house ; nor more than once, until eve- 
ry member choosing to speak, shall have spoken. 

Whilst the speaker is putting any question, or addressing the 
house, none shall walk out of, or across the house ; nor cither in 
such case, or when a member is speaking, shall entertain pri- 
vate discourse, or read any printed book or paper; nor whilst a 
member is speaking, shall pass between him and the chair. 

“ No mend)er shall vote on any question, in tlie event of which 
he is immediately and particularly interested ; or in any other 
case where he was not j)rescnt when the (|UCstion was put. 

Every member who shall be in the house when a question 
is put, shall vote on the one side or the other, unlcvss the house, 
for special reasons, shall excuse him. 

“ WJien a motion is made, and seconded, it shall be slated by 
the speaker, or, boing in writing, it shall be handed to the chair, 
and read aloud by the clerk, before debated. 

“ Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the speaker, or 
any member, desire it. 

“ After a motion 4s stated by the speaker, or read by the clerk, 
it shall be deemed to lie in possession of the house, but may be 
withdrawn at any timmllBfore a decision or amendment. 

"When a qucstiimiiwij^der debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived, unless to it, to commit it, for the previous ques- 

tion, or to adjourn. 

“ A motioa to adjoiHTn shall be always in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 

" previous question shall be in this form: ‘ Shall the main 
quest® be now put?’ It shall only be admitted when demand- 
ed by five members ; and, until it be decided, shall preclude all 
amendment and farther debate of the main question. 

" On a previous question, no member shall speak more than 
once, without leave. 
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Any member m«'iy call for the division of a question, where 
the same will admit of it. 

“ A motion for commitment, until it be decided, shall preclude 
all amendment of the main question. 

“ Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure of 
the house. 

“ No new motion or proposition shall ])e admitted, under co- 
lour of amendment, as a substitute for the motion or proposition 
under de])atc. 

“ Committees, consisting of more than three members, shall be 
balloted for by the house; if, upon such ballot, the number re- 
quired shall not be elected by a majority of the votes given, the 
house shall proceed to a second ballot, in which a plurality of 
votes shall prevail ; and, in case a greater number tlian arc re- 
quired to compose or comjdete the committee, shall have an 
equal number of votes, the house shall proceed to a farther bal- 
lot or ballots. 

‘‘ In all other cases of ballot, tlian for committees, a majority 
of the votes given shall be necessary to an election, and where 
there shall not be such majority on the first ballot, the ballot 
shall he repeated until a majority be olitained. 

“ In all cases where others than members of the house may 
be eligible, there sliail be a previous nomination. 

“ If a question depending be lost liy adjourmnent of the bouse, 
and revived on the succeeding day, no member who has spoken 
twice on the day preceding, shall be permitted again to speak 
without leave. 

“ INery order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of 
the Senate shall he necessary, shall he read to the house, and 
laid on the table, on a day preceding that in which the same 
sliall be moved, unless the house shall otherwise expressly allow. 

Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the 
house, shall be presented through the speaker, or by a member 
in his place, and shall not be debated or decided on the day of 
tlicir being first read, unless where the house shall direct other- 
wise; hut shall lie on the tabic, to be taken up in the order they 
were read. 

“ Every fifteen members (including the speaker, if there be 
one,) shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members. 

“ Upon calls of the liousc, or in taking the ayes and nocs on 
any question, the names of the members shall he called alpha- 
betically. 

VoL. I.— 3 
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]st Congress. 

1st Ses.sion. 

‘ Thirdly. — Of Bills. 

Rules, 

“ Every bill shall be inlroduecMl by motion for leave, or by an 11 . Journal, 

Of Bills. of the house on the report of a committee, and, in either 

case, a committee to prepare the same shall be appointed. In 
cases of a gen(;ral nature, one day’.s notice, at least, shall be 
given of the motion to bring in a bill, and every such motion may 
be committed. 

^ Every bill shall receive three several readings in the house, 
previously to its passage; and all bills shall be despatched in order 
as they were introduced, unless where the house shall direct 
otherwise; but no bill shall be twice read, on the same clay, with- 
out special order of the house. 

“ The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if op- 
position be made to it, the (piestion shall be, “ Shall the bill be 
rejected If no op[)osition be made, or the question to reject 
be negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading without a 
question. 

“ Upon the second reading of a bill, the speaker shall state it 
is ready for commitment or engrossment; and, if committed, then 
the cpiestion shall bc% whether to a select committee, or to a com- 
mittee of the whole house: if to a committee of the whole house, 
the house shall determine on what day. Ilut if the bill be or- 
dered to be engrossed, the liouse sliall ap|)oint the day when it 
shall he read the third time;. After comniitment, and a report 
thereof to the house, a hill may he recommitted, or at any time 
before its passage. 

“ All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed in a fair 
round band. 

“ The enacting afl^le^qf bills shall he, — ‘ Be it enacted by the 
senators and repf^lilSfives of llie United States, in congress as- 
sembled.’ 

When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the clerk, 
noting the day of its passing at the foot thereof. 

bill amended by the Senate shall be committed. 

^Fourthly. — Of Committees of the udwle House. 

Of com- It shall be a standing order of the day, throughout the ses- Ibid. 
Blowhole bouse to resolve itself into a committee of the whole 

house. house on the state of the Union. 

‘‘ In forming a committee of the whole house, the speaker shall 
leave his chair, and a chairman, to preside in committee, shall he 
appointed. 
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** Upon bills committed to a committee of the vvholp house, the 
bill shall be first read throughout by the clerk, and then again 
read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be last con- 
sidered. The body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined, 
but all amendments, noting the page and line, shall be duly en- 
tered by the clerk, on a separate paper, as the same shall be 
agreed to by the committee, and so reported to the house. Af- 
ter report, the bill shall again be subject to be debated and 
amended by clauses, before a question to engross it be taken. 

“ All amendments made to an original motion, in committee, 
shall be incorporated with the motion, and so reported. 

“ All amendments made to a report committed to a committee 
of the whole, shall be noted and reported, as in the case of bills. 

“ All questions, whether in committee or in the house, shall be 
propounded in the order they were moved, except that, in filling 
the blanks, the largest sum and longest day shall be first put. 

“ The rules of proceeding in the house shall be observed in 
committee, so far as they may be applicable, except that limit- 
ing the times of speaking.” 

On the 13(h of April, the following additional rules, reported n..Touraal, 
by the same committee on the 11th, were agreed to: — 1^' 

That any member may excuse himself from serving on any 
committee, at the time of his aj)pointment, if he be then a mem- 
ber of two other committees. 

“ That no member absent himself from the service of the 
house, unless he have leave, or be sick, and unable to attend. 

“ Upon a call of the house, for which, at least, one day’s no- 
tice shall be requisite, the names of the members shall be called 
over by the clerk, and the absentees noted; after which the 
names of the absentees shall be again called ®ver: the doors shall 
then be shut, and those for whom no excuses, or insufficient ex- 
cuses, are made, may, by order of the house, be taken into cus- 
tody. 

“ A standing committee of elections shall be appointed, to con- 
sist of seven members; it shall be the duty of the said commit- 
tee, to examine and report upon the certificates of election, or 
other credentials of the members returned to serve in this house, 
and to take into their consideration all such matters as shall or 
may come in question, and be referred to them by the house, 
touching returns and elections, and to report their proceedings, 
with their opinion thereupon to the house. 

The clerk of the house shall take an oath for the true and 
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1 st conjjress. faithful discharge of the duties of his oflice, to the best of his 

1st Session. ° 

knowledge and abilities.” 

Rules. 

The committee, also, reported the three following rules, which 
were ordered to be recommitted to the same committee. 

Rules PC- Ji shall be the office and duty of a sergeant-at-arms, to at- IT. Journal, 

rccomiriit-^ house during its sitting, to execute the commands of 

tlie house, from time to time, and all such process, issued by au- 
thority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the speaker, and, 
either by himself, or special messengers a})pointed by him, to 
take and detain in his cubtody, members, or other persons, or- 
dered by the house to be taken or committed. 

“ A proper symbol of office shall be provided for the sergeant- 
at-arms, of such form and device as the speaker shall direct, 
which shall be placed on the clerk's table during the silling of 
the house, but when the house is in committee, shall be placed 
under the table. The sci-geant-at-arms shall, moreover, always 
bear the said symbol when executing the immediate commands 
of the house, dm ing its bitting, returning the same to the clerk’s 
table wiicn the service is peiTornu'd. 

“ Iwery member, or other person, ordered into cUbtody, shall 

pay to the sergeant-at-arms foi- every arrest, and for 

each day's custody and releascmcnt; also, ])er mile foi’ tra- 

velling expenses, going and returning, unless the ])ayment thei'c- 
of shall be remitted by the house.'’ 

The comniittee, to whom these three rules were recommitted, 
reported, on the 1 1th of April, the following modifications ot‘ 
them, which received the ajiprohation of the house, and were 
incorporated into the standing rules and orders of the house : — 

Rules mo- “A sergeant-al-arms shall be appointed, to hold his ollice id. p. 11. 
during the pleasure of the house, whose duty it shall be to at- 
tend the house during its sitting, to execute the commands of the 
house, from time to time, and all such j)roces.s, issued by autho- 
rity thereof, as sh.all he directed to him by the speaker. 

A proper symbol of oflice shall be provided for the sergeant- 
at-arms, of such form and device as the speaker shall direct, 
which shall be borne by the sergeant when in the execution of 
his office. 

“ The fees of the sergeant-at-arms shall be, for every arrest, 
the sum of two dollars; for each day’s custody and releasement, 
one. dollar; and for (ravelling expenses, going and returning, one- 
1 CM 111 of a dollar per mile.” 
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1st Con press. On the 9th of April, Messrs. Boudinot, Sherman, T.ucker, Ma- 

]st Session. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— : dison, and Bland were appointed a committee, on the part of the 

liouse, to prepare a system of rules to govern the two houses in 
Report of cases of conference, and to regulate the appointment of chap- 

joint com- PiJjjg, The joint committee, on the 15lh, reported tlie following 

miltec, on , , . , . . r i ° 

riili s rela- rule, whicli received the ac(|uicscence of the two houses, and 

tin^-iocon- adopted into the body of rules: — 

ferences ^ 

aiul chap- u That, in every case of an amendment of a hill, agreed to in 

lain.s. ^ ’ o 

one house, and dissented to in the other, if either house shall rc- 
iRilc con- quest a conference, and appoint a committee for that jiurpose, 
and the other liouse shall also appoint a committee to confer, such 
committees shall, at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by their 
chairman, meet in the conference chamber, and state to each 
other, verbally, or in writing, as eitlier shall choose, the reasons 
of their respective houses for and against the amendment, and 
confer freely thereon.” 

The following resolution was also reported and agreed to: — 

Chaplain;:;. “ Tiiat two cliajilaiiis, of diiTcrcnt (lenominalions, be aj)point“ 
ed by ('ongress tor the pia'ftcnt session: the Senate to appoint 
oiK', and give notice thereof to the liouse of ilcjiresentatives, 
who shall ther(‘uj)on appoint the other; which chaplains .shall 
commence their services in the houses that a]>point them, but 
shall interchange weekly.” 

On the Idth of A]>ril, the iSenatc adopted the following rules, 
which were reported, on the 1‘jth, by the committee a]}pointcd 
to j)re])are rules: — 

Scnati; I. The president, having taken the chair, and a quorum be- 

ing present, the journal of the preceding day shall be read, to 
the end that any mistake may be corrected, Ujat shall have been 
made in the entries. 

“ II. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise inter- 
rupt the business of the Senate, or read any printed paper, while 
the journals or other public papers arc reading, or when any 
member is speaking in any debate. 

“ 111. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the chair, 
standing in his place, and, when he has finished, shall sit down. 

“ IV. No member shall speak more than twice in any one de- 
bate, on the salne day, without leave of the Senate. 

V. When two members rise at the same time, the president 
shall name the person to speak; but, in all cases, the member 
lirst rising shall speak tirst. 


1789. 
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‘‘ VI. No motion shall be debated, until the same shall be se- 
conded. 

“ Vll. When a motion is made, and seconded, it shall be re- 
duced to writing, if desired by the president, or any member, 
delivered in at the table, and read by the president, before the 
same shall be debated. 

“ VJll. Wlieri a (jU(*stion is before the Senate, no motion shall 
be received, unless for amendment, for the previous (question, or 
for [)O^I polling tin* main question, or lo commit it, or to adjourn. 

“ IX. 'riie [)r(i\ ioijs (jut^slion bein^ moved and seconded, the 
question from the chair shall be, ‘ Shall the main (|Ues(ion be 
now j)ut And, if the nays prevail, the main question shall not 
then be put. 

X. if a (|uestion in debate contain several points, any mem- 
ber may have the same divided. 

“ XI. When the ye.as: and nays shall be called for, by one-fifth 
of tb(' members prc'sent, eac h memlua* called U])on. shall, unless for 
^pecial reasons he Ix' (.xciHed by the Senate, di clare o[)enlv, and 
without debate', hi^ assent, or dissent, to the question, in taking 
the* yeas and nays, and upon the call of the house, the names of 
the members shall be taken alphabetically. 

“ XII. One day's notice, at least, shall be given, of an intend- 
ed motion for leava* to bring in a bill. 

“ XIII. l'iv('iy bill ^hall receivethreo readings, previously to its 
being pa.^sed ; and (he {iresident shall give notice at (‘arh, vvhe- 
(lur it be (lie tir>t, second, or third: which readings sh.all he on 
three dillerent days, unless the Senate unanimously direct other- 
wise. 

“ XIV. No hill shall he, eornmitted, or amended, until it shall 
have been twice read, after wliich it m.ay be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

“ XV^. All committees sliall be appointed by ballot, and a plu- 
rality of votes sliall make a choice. 

“ XVI. When a member shall be called to order, lie shall sit 
down until the pr esident shall have determined whether he be in 
order or not ; and every question of order shall be decided by the 
president, without debate: but, it (here be a doubt in his mind, 
he may call for tlie sense of (he Senate. 

“ XVII. If a member he called to order for words spoken, the 
exceptionable words shall lie immediately taken down in writing, 
that the president may be better enabled (o judge of the matter. 

“ XVI 11. When a blank is to be filled, and different sums shall 
b(' proposed, the question shall first be taken on the highest sum. 
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“ XIX. No mcm])er shall absent himself from the service of 
the Senate, without leave of the Senate first obtained.'’ 

On the 18th, the Senate ordered the following additional rule 
to be subjoined. 

“ XX. Ileforc any petition, or memorial, addre^scd to (lie Se- 
nate, shall be received and read at the tah](\ whether the same 
shall he introduct'd by the jtresident, or a member, a brief state- 
ment of tlie contents of tlie petition, or memorial, shall verbally 
be made by tlie introducer.'’ 

On the 21 til of ^April, the House of Representatives adopted 
the following resolution: — 

— That so much of the standing rules and orders of 
this house as prescribes the enacting style of hills, be use inded." 

On tlie tHh of .lune, the House of Representatives adopted the 
following reseilutiori : — 

“ 7iVm;/ivy/ — '^ riiat so much of the standing rules and orders as 
directs tli.al, upon a division of the, house*, on any (pu'slion, the 
members who vote in (lie anirmati\e shall go to the* right, ami 
those in the m'gative, to the left of the ehair, be rot imb'd ; and 
that, in future, when a division is called foi‘, tho^e in the* atlir- 
rnalive of the (juestion shall rise fiom tlteir seats, and tho^e in 
the lu'gativc remain sitting.” 

The House of Representatives, on the Kith of .lune, adopted 
the following rt solution : — 

“ /A.u//:vv/ — That scats he provided, ^\Itliin the har of tliis 
house, for the accommodation of the president, and members of 
the Senate.'’ 

On tlie Gtli of IMay, the Senate adopted the following order: — 

^i(h-(hrc(I — That, when a hill lias passed the Senate, tlie se- 
cretary shall endorse the final determination thereon, and the 
day when sucli final question was taken, previously to its heing 
transmitted to the House of Representatives.” 

On the 21st of May, the Senate came to tlie following resolu- 
tion: — 

“ Rcsohrd — That all bills, on a second reading, shall be consi- 
dered by the Senate, in the same manner, as if the Senate were 
in a committee of the whole, before they shall be taken up, and 
proceeded on by the Senate, agreeably to the .standing rules, un- 
less otherwise ordered.” 
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if-t rontrnRfo A motion was made in the Senate, on tlie 30th of Julv, and 

Jb! N-Mbion ^ ^ ’ 

ncgaiivalj in the following terms: — 

rropoHi’ “ Ecsolvf’d — 3'hat a clause passed, or amendment made, in com- S. JouiTial, 
tion, ‘ii I II 1 * , • I i) 4i> 

lived, mil tcf‘, snail no! f)e revelled in the same committee, but may be ' ‘ ‘ 

so done in the Senate. And no amendment, or clause, agreed to 
in tlie Senal(‘, ‘'hall he reconsidered until the next reading of the 
hill, except at the third leading of a ])ill, when, hv the ('onsent 
of the Senate*, it may be amended." 
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On the H(]) of A[)ri), tlie S(‘nate elcch'd Samiul Alyne Otis id. p. 10. 
to lie tlieir .'cnf (ary, and (‘orndius Maxwell mc^'Senger. James 
Mathers lia\inir h(*<‘n clueeai door-keeper on the pret eding day. 

And, on the sann* day, the ( hief Justice of the slattt ol i\ew 
\oik, in eortiphaner' \\ ith an ord(‘r of the lioii^e, refnie^ting Jiis 
aftf ndanct* for that pnrj)nv(\ atfindcd the hoiis(\ and adminis- 
tr^red the oath rerjuired hy the Oonstitntion, in the tiirm whielt 
liad hectj agreed to, lifst to the ‘'peake*r, in his place, and then 
to the ether niemh('r^ of tlie house present. 

W ith retereiH.e to (he eerenionial of receiving the President 
(){ IIk; 1 niled Slap s, and the ne{es'^al•y arrangement", the Se- 
nate, on lli(‘ hth ot April, ajipointed a eominittee, eon^isting of 
.Mc""!'". I .angdon, .loiueoii, and I’l'w: amhon the PUh, the lloust* 
of Kej)re-en1ali\ es :ipj)oin(i d a ef>rusjionding (onunitiee, to ail 
in eontei(*ne( iNitli the Senatt* eoinmiltf'i*, eon^i^ting ol 
Peieon, M uhleiihorg, and ( 'rillin. 3diis joint eon unit It e rcpoiM(‘d, 
on th(' ir>(li, the following ('(‘r('monia!, \\ liieh was agi’eed to: — 


IT..toiii’i)uI, 

p.ll. 
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‘•That Mr. Oggood, (In* proprietor of tlie lioii^e lately oceii- s JoariKil, 
pif'd ])y thi* ])r('' idt'iil of ( ongie--^, }»t' reepH sted t<> put, (he same, 
and tile Imnilure tln'iein. in prop< r (onditioii for the re^idr'iiie 
and use of the Pri'^idrait of (Ik I nited Statt*-', and olhenxise, at 
the (‘xperise of tin* I nited Statt'", to pro\ide tiir his teinjiorarv 
accommodation. 

Ct ivnio- “ That it will he more ehgihh', in tlu' tir-t ii^tanre, that a ll.,i(»urK.il, 

nul ot iv- of (liree memhers from the Senatr*. and live mem- 1‘‘ 

( < n tlu' 

I’a.siduii. ])(’i\s fiom tin* lloiisi^ of lu*[)re"entativ( ", to lu^ appointeil hy the 
houses, respi'ctively, attr'iid to na eivc (he Ihi'sidenl, at .sin h 
place as he "hall (‘inhark from .\e\v Jersey for thi.s eily, and eon- 
diK't liim. without form, to tlu* house lately occupied hy tlu* \)vv- 
sident of Pongre^s, and that, at sueli time thereafter as the Pre- 
sidr nt >hall signify it will he most eonvi'iiienl for liim, lie lie for- 
mally received hy both hoiHc". 

Idiat a eominittee of two memherr fiuin the Senate, and 
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Jst Congress, three members from the House of Representatives, to be ap- 
pointed by the houses, respectively, wait on the Vice-President 
of the United States, as soon as he shall come to this eity, and, 
in the name of the Congress of the United States, congratulate 
him on liis arrival.” 

Commit- On the following day the Senate appointed INfessrs. Uangdoii, ;> 
rm^^Pirsi- .Tohiison, to bc their commilfec to wait on tlie Pre- ^ 

dent und sident ; and Messrs. P'Jhworth and Dalton to wait on the Vi{'<'- 
^ iVesident. The house appointed Afessrs. Poudiiiot, Ihand, 'Tnc- ' 
ker, Benson, and T.awrance, their committee to vail on the ^ 
President; and Messrs. Gilman, Ames, and CJale, to wait oii tlu^ 
Vice-President. 

Committee- -A committee, consisting of Messrs. Strong and Izard, was a[)- ^ 
to condort |)Y ([jq Senate, on the 20th of April, to wait on tlit* \'ic('- ^ 

\ ico-Prcsi- y , . , , 

doni to sc- President, and conduct him to the senate-cliamher : .and, on the 

ii:a(‘ rh:im- day, this committee conducttal the \ ice- P^(‘^id(‘n^ to the 
her. * ^ 

senatc-chamt)er, where lie was receivod, on the floor, hy Mr. 
Reception. Langdon, the president pro tnnporr, wlio addres.sed him as fol- 
lows : — 

Adilress of “ Sir, — I have it in charg(‘ from the Senati-, to introduce you 

house; and, also, to congratulate you on youi* 
appointment to the otiice of Vice-President of the Pnitial States 
of America.” 

The V^icc-I^resident, being conducted to the cliair, addressed 
tlic Senate as follow.v: — 

Vica Ih'csi- (u’Dtlrntcn the Si’nolc : Jinited to thi- nspectahle situa- 
vh-nt’s ad- the sutliago of our fellow citizen-, according to the ('on- ^ 

stitution, 1 have thought it my duly checa fully and readily to ac- 
cept it. Unaccustomed to refuse any public service, however 
dangerous to my reputation, or dispro[)ortioned to rny talents, it 
would have been inconsistent to have adopted another maxim of 
conduct at this time, when the prosperity of the countiy, and 
the liberties of the people, require, perhaps, as much .as ever, 
the attention of those who possess any share of the public con- 
fidence. 

‘‘ 1 should be destitute of sensibility, if, upon my arrival in this 
city, and presentation to tliis legislature, and, especially, to this 
Senate, I could sec, without emotion, so many of tliosc charac- 
ters, of wliosc virtuous exertions 1 have so often been a ^\itness 
— from whose countenances and examples I have ever derived 
encouragement and animation; whose disinterested friendship 
VoL. 1 . — i 
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lias supported me, in many intricate conjunctures of public af- 
fairs, at liorne and abroad: those cclebrnied dcTemlcrs of tlie li- 
bertif's of Ibis counlry, whom menaces could not intimidate, cor- 
ruption seduce, nor flattery allure; tho^e intrepid as'^erters of 
the rights af m.'inkind. wliO'if* philo'ophy and policy have en- 
lightened (he uiM’ld, in Iwe.nly ycar^^, more tlian it wa^ ever be- 
fore enlightened in many centiuic'-, by ancient schools, or nio- 
(b rn univer.'iru 

“ I niu^t have bean inatleidive to (Ik; course of events, if I 
were ei(}u-r ignorant of llu' fanwa or insensible to the merit, of 
those otber ell, irat If i " iii IIh* Senate, to \\ born it lias been my 
mi^toifune {oIia\<- lx cii liil berlo prr^onall y unknown. 

“ It i-\\il!i sali-liK 1 ion, that I ef>ngr-'d nlatf; llu.' jxopb' of Ame- 
rica on tlie foimatifin ol a national ( on^tilul ion. and the fair 
prf)-j)ert of a ('OIei^tenl admini^lra^K)n of a goveiiinicnt of laws. 

( )n tb(' a< fiui-ilion ot a House of It(‘preseii(a(lv is ( bosen '>y 
th(‘m^(‘I\ ( ", ol a Senalf' {bus eompO'>rd bv ibeii own state legis- 
kiturt'^: and on (be piO'jxftof an executii'e autlioritv. in the 
h.iiubot OIK' u hose portrait I shall iiot [iie-'inne to draw. W ere 
1 bl('^«•('d with po\\ei> to do iu-lifK^ to hi> eharaeter. it would he 
iin jM >'-^ihle to liKaca-r (he ( oidideiiec o[‘ alb'ction of hi^ rounti'v, 
or rnalvK' the -inalle t <a<ldltion (o hi- gloiy. d'hi- can only he f'f- 
jbf led hy a di-f Inirer ot lh<‘ pre'-ont exalted tin-l,on the -ame 
j)i iiH ijde-, \\ itli (he -,une abililie-, and \ ii hie-, \\ hi< li lia\ i' nni- 
formly ajipeaied in all hi> fojiner e<»nduet, puidic or privatfx 
May I, ne\ ei Ihele—, b(' indulgf'd to iinjulre, if we look o\er the 
ealalogue of the lii-t niagi.-tiMte- of nation-, whetlier they lirnf 
been denoiniiiat<'d pre-iden(- or e<ni-ul-, kings or pi'inei -, n iK're 
shall e Imd oik', wbo'e commanding taleiii- and \irlu('s, wlo-e 
overruling <’,ood fortune, lia\ e -o eornpU'tfdv united all luaih-and 
voices ill his favour '* Who <'njo\ ('d th(‘ ('-teem am! admiration ol' 
foreign nations and fellow ( itizens witli eijual ii):animitv ! Qu;i~ 
lilies -o uncommon, aie no comnum (dcNsinus to the country tliat 
pos-e'^ses them. I»y th(‘se grfvit fpialilie-, and (heir Iienign of. 
ItM'ts, b,a- Ptovivb'iice m. irked out tlu’ head of (his nation, witli 
a hanil so distinctly \i-ilde, as to liave been sei'ii hv all men, and 
rnislaki'ii hy none. 

“ It is not for nn^ to interrupt your (bdiherations hy anv gf'iie- 
riil observatltins on the stati’ ol tlu' nation, or hy recommending, 
or propo-ing, any partif ular mea-UK -. it would he -iiperlluous, 
to geniit nien of your gri at e\[)cM('ne<', to urga^ the' necc-sity oi 
order. It is only necessary to make an apol(>gv for nivself \(»t 
wludiv ^^il!lout experieme in public as-cmhlie«. I haie beet- 
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more acciislorned to take a share in their debates, than to pre- 
side in their deliberations. It shall be mv constant endctivour 
to behave towards every member of this most honourable body, 
with all that consideration, delicacy and (]('Coriim. whicli Ix'- 
coincs tlic dignity of his station and chaiacti r. But if, from in- 
experience, or inadvertency, any thing ^hollkl ever escape* nio, 
inconsistent with projuaety, ] must enti-eat voii, hv iinj)utiiig it 
to its true cause, and not to any want of resjtecl, to pardon and 
excuse it. 

'• A trust of tlie greatest magnitude is connnitted to t}ii,‘« b gi"- 
lature. and the eyes ot the world ai’o upon you. Vour country 
expects, from the results ot your deliberation^, in concurrt'uce 
with the other liranelu'S of gownunent, coir'ideration abroad, 
and contentment at lionie — pro'jieritv, ordi i-, justice, jx'aciN and 
libcrtv : and inay (lod Almighty’s providenre a-si-t you to an- 
swer their just expectations.” 

( )n tlic 2 itli of April, Mr. Buudinof, Irorn tlio coiiimittci’ on if .lomnul, 
tlu' paitof the llousr* of Roj»re^('nlati\ o^, apjxiinicd to ie('ei\(’ ^ 

the Ib’e^idoiit of the ( nit('(l States, at the pho c ot hi" <inbar ka- 
tion irorn Aew .)ersey^ ic[)orto(l (hat llio joint coininitlee ot' the 
two bouses did attiuid at I’diz.abetbtown, in \ew .h‘is( y, on tli(‘ 

23d instant, at which place the two eoiiunittees met IIk* Bii si- 
(leiit, and thence embarked for this city, \vlier(} tluy arii\od 
about three o’clock of the same day, and coiiclu('l< d him to tlu' 
lionsc appointed for hi" residence. 

’^riie Senate had, on the pre<'e(liiig d;iv, rolopicd a i e"olii (ion, s .louool, 
and apj)oint(‘(] a C(aimii(h (‘, con"i"ting f>t lax', Izard, and 1' 

Dalton. “ to con"idcr and report, wl>at ‘-(yle or titles it will he. 
proper to annex to the otlices of Bre"ident and \ ice-Bt'oidruit ot 
the United States, if any other than those given in the Uorvlilu- 
tion. Also, to consider* of the time, ])lac('. and niannei’, in whit Ii. 
and the person by wliom. the oath prescribed by (lie ( 'oiistitulion 
shall be administered to the Jhesident, and to conter th( reon 
with such committee as the House of Re[)r( sentatives shall ap- 
point for that pui’])Ose.” And the House of Jlcpresentatives, on 
the Sana* dav. apj>ointed a committee for (la; same jrurpose. con- ■' * ' 
sisting of M<'s'i’s,. i^enson, Anajs, Madison, (arr’oll, and Sla rnuin. 

A re[)ort was made by the two committees, to their r(‘spf'Cti\ (' 
la^uses, on the 2;jth, in the following words: — 

“ ddie committee, appointrM to consider of (he lime. {)1 hc(\ 
aiui manner, in which, and of lla‘ person by whom, the oath })r*e 
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iHiconyr. ss. scrlbed by the (institution sliall be administered to the President 

of the United States, and to confer with the committee of the g ^oumsd. 

House, [or Senate,] appointed for tliat purpose, report — p. 16, 17. 


Report of “ ’^Fhat the President hath been pleased to signify to them that ll. Journal, 
any <im(‘, or places which Imth houses may think proper to ap- 
poi[]t, and any manner which may a[)pear most eligil)lc to them, 
will hfi convenient and acceptable to hitn. Tiiat requisite 
pre[)arati()ns cannot, probahlv, he m.ade before Thursday next. 

'Phat th(' Pre'ident las on that day, formally received by l)oth 
hou^('^, in the senate chamber. '^J'liat the representatives’ cham- 
ber, being caj)ahl(; of receiving the greahu' number of person<. 
that, thei'( t()re, the Pre^idemt do take the oath in tliat place, and 
in the prcsenre of both houM-^'. "I’hat, after the formal recep- 
tion of th(‘ Ihesident in the M;nate chamber, he be attended, by 
both houses, to the re[)resenlativ(s’ chamber, and that the oath 
he administered by the ( hancelior of the state of New York. 

“ '^riie committee firther report it as their opinion, that it will 
he [U'ojjer that a commit lea) of both house.s he; appointed to take 
Older for conducting the business.” 


CoriHuit- ’^Fhe- re[)ort Ix ing arcepteal, the Senate ap[)ointed Messrs. JiCe. S. Jeninul, 

tr(‘sU)talo l/ard, and Dalton; and th(‘ Ilou>e of jlef)resent:itives a])|)ointed 

onkr lor < i .i -ii Il.Jounwl, 

confliictiii}; Messrs, lleison, Ames, and v arroll, to he the' committees rccorn- j, 

the busi- |,y (},(. repoit, “ te) t.ake' oreler for conducting the busi- 

lUSS. * . 1 1 • I 1 • 1 

iiess.” I liese committees niaele tlieir rc[>ort on the 27th, in the 
following tennis ; — 

“'Plie committe’e' appoiiite'd to take eirder for eondueting the ce - 
remonial of the' formal reception, dee. of the President, report — 

in |)krt (if ^Phat it appears to them iiieire digilik' tliat the; exith sliould s. Jounutl, 
11 * II ^ admini.stered to Ihe I’rcsieicnl in the outer gallery, aeljoining 

the senate' rliamhe'r, than in the repr(;sentatives' ehamher ; and, 
therefore, submit to the re.spcctive liouse?, Ihe* jiropriety of autlio- 
ri/ing their committee to take order as to the place where the 
oath shall be administered to the President, tlie rc.solution of Sa- 
turday, assigning the representatives’ cliainber as the place, not- 
withstanding.” 

This report was accepted, and the Senate adoptc'd the follow- 
ing additional ri'.solution : — 

*‘l’hat, after the oath shall have licen administered to the s. journal, 
nV thc be- ^^resident, lu', attended by the V ice-l*resident, and the members 1’ 
iKkc. of the Senate and House of lleprcscutatives, proceed to St, 
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ihISTT^ Paul’s Chapel, to bear Divine service, to be performed by tlie 
: chaplain of Congress, already appointed.’’ 

Accept- The Right Reverend Samuel Provost had been elected chap- s;. journal, 
fice^ of Senate, and his acceptance of the station was received 

chaplain. on this day. 

House con- The resolution of the Senate was taken u[), considered, and ii .Umniul, 

concurred in by the house, on the 20th of April. 
fxrcmony Oti Thursdeiy, A})nl OOth, the day appointed for llic formal s. .lournal, 
intf *’Gccption of the President, Mr. l^ee, on behalf of the committc'e 

dc nt, and appointed to take order, for conducting the ceremonial of tin' 
jjig-oatli. formal reception, e^e., of the President of the Ibiilial States, 
having informed tlu^ Senate, that the same was adju-ted, the 
House of Representatives were nolitied tliat the Senate werij 
ready to receive them in tlic senate chamher, to attend the 
President of the Hnited States, while taking tlu' oath laapiired 
by the k’onstitution. Whereupon, the House of Re presenta- 
tives, preceded by their speaker, came into tin* st'iiate cliam- 
ber, and took the seats assigned them; .and the j(tint eomrnit (('<’, 
preceded by their chairman, agtaa’ahly to orth.aa inliodiKaal the 
Ib’esideiit of the (.anted Slates to the senate* chamher. where he 
was received hy the. X’ice-President, who conducted him to the 
chair; when the Vice-Pre^idt'nt informed him, that “ llie Se iiatt* 
and House of Representatives of the United Stale s, were ready 
to attend him, to take the oath rc'cjuired hy the (biistit ution, 
and that it would he administered hy the (’liancellor of tlu* 

State of i\(.*w York.'’ I'o which the Presidcait n*jdied, la: was 
ready t<^ proceed: and, being attended to the g.illerv in front of 
the senate chamber, bv the Vice-l^residenf .and senator-, the 
speaker and representative^^, and the other public eharac.teis 
present, the oath was administen-d. After which, the ch.ane(‘l- 
lor proclaimed — “ Ircc Gtaror Wasldn^tKin, Prt slddit fhc 

I /nlrd Slates.^' 

The President, liaving returned to bis seat, after a short ]>ause, 
arose, and addressed the Senate and House of Represcnt.atives. 
as follows: — 


Sj)cccli of Fellow Gilizens (f the Sciiaii , atul of the House of Rej/n si nla- 
PrcsKlcnt 


M. p. Ui, 
l-J, '20. 


“ Among the vicksitudes incident to life, no event could have 
filled me witli greater anxieties, than that of which the notitica- 
tion was tninsmitted, by your order, and received on the Mth 
day of the present month. On the one hand, I was summoned 
hy my country, whose voice I can never hear, but with ventra- 
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lion and lovr, from a retreat whicli I Ij.'id eliosen, with the fond- ii. Journal, 
est predilcftion, and, in rny llattering hopC'^, with an immutable 
decision, a^ tlic a.sjlurn of my declining years; a retreat, which 
was rendered ever\ day more nece-.-ary, as well as more dear 
to me, bv tlio. addition of IiahK, to inclination, and of frequent 
inton uj)lioij^ to my health, to the gradual wa^te committed on it 
by tiiiK'. tin the other hand, the magnitude and ditllculty of 
thr (r-u^t, t(> \\hi( li the voii'e ot'my country called me. being suf- 
fident to awalo n, in the wi-e-t and most experienced of lier 
cill/eii', a di-tiU'-tlul "enilinv into hi" qualifications, could not 
hilt ovei w helm ^\ith (l(‘-'pond(‘nce, oik-, \\ ho, inlieriting inferior 
eiidowiiH lit" liom nature, and \inprai_ tisial in llu* dulien of civil 
adinihi"! ration, oueht to he pia uliarly e(>n"cioU" of Ih" own de- 
!i( ion< ie". In (hh <ontli( l ol emotion", ail I dare aver, that 
it ho" Iteni inv faithtiil "(udy. to collect mv (lut\ fi’om a ju"( ap- 
[>re< lation of e\ # ly ( ii eum"tance hy wliidi it might he- atlected. 

All I dare liope, i' that if. in exor uting Ihi" ta"k, T liavt' hcen 
too mm h "\Aayod l>y a gratelul la'nu'inhraiK e ol* t'ornHjr iiKlance". 
or. h\ an alii eijonate "en,"ihi!it\ (o (hi" (ran"Cendent jiroof cW’ t I k* 
eoiilidt nn ol my h*llow citi/em; and have thence too little con- 
*>uiled m\ ihc.i pac'il V, a- w< 11 a^' di"in( linatioii, (or tin* weighty 
and India (1 l air^ h< lore me, mv erinr will la* jiaHlatc-d hy the 
motl\t’- wlia It ini"led me. and it" < on"ei|uene<'" lie jiuigeii hy mv 
Cdunliy. willi soin** "hare of the paitialil} in which IIkv oriyi- 
na teil. 

•' Sm/h, I'cing the !mpie"M<*n,- under \v liii h 1 have, in oltedi- 
eiicc to !lic public sumuKtU", ie]>aiicd (o the pre."cnl ."talion; it 
^\ould hr ]K'( uliarly inquaiper to omit, in this, mv tir>t otlieial act, 
my Icrxnit ^ll[)[)^lcatlOlK to that Almightv Ib ing wdu^ nile> o\'er 
the inn\( i"e; who ])U>idc" in the comail> of nation", and whose 
j>ro\ iiK’Hlial aids c;w» supply e\ rry human diJei t, that hi" lieiie- 
diction ma\ ('oikci late, to the liherti<'s and hapjiiness of tin' peo- 
]){(* ol’ the I lilted State", a government, iiist it uted hy (heiiKelve", 
for llic"!' (’"^enlial purj)oses. and niav ('liable every iiistrunu'nt 
ernployi'd in it^ administration, to cxt^iule with success tlie func- 
tions allot (ed lo hi" t hargo. in tcndeimg this homage to the 
great Aiithiu' of (weiy public and [)rivate good. I assure myself, 
tliat it expi*cs"cs yair sc ntiments ikU less than inv own : nor those* 
of my fellow citizens at large, b'-s than either. i\u people* can 
he hound to ac knowle dge and adore the invisible hand, which 
c'onduets the alfairs of men, more than the people of the^ Idiitcd 
Stales, Faery stej), hy wliicii they have advanced to the cha- 
racte‘r of an indc'pendeiit nation, "cems to have been distin- 
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guislicd by some tokxn ot proviileiitial ageervr; and. in tho im- 
portant rcvolnlion. Just aocomplislied in the yv-tem of Uudruniicd 
government, the trampiil dclifx'rations, and voluntary consent. of 
so many distinct communities, from which tlu' event h:i,s reodb d, 
cannot Le compared witli the mean^, hy y Inch mo.^t go\ ern- 
rnents liavc been estahli-Iied, without muik' return of pimo gra- 
titude, along with an humble anticipation of the fnturi' hl('>^ino^, 
wliieh the pa^l semn to [>rcsage. Tlu so relh'ction-. ari-ing out 
of the prosc'ut crids, haye forced lln’insidvi's ti^o strongdv on my 
mind, to 1)0 suppie^scd. Von will j<dn with m<\ I tnot. in ihink- 
ing, that there' arc none' under tlie intlue'uce esf wliu h, tin' pro- 
cee'dings of a ne'W and free mn'ernment, can nnaa; au^pi( ieai>l\ 
comme'iice. 

‘‘ I’y the article e.-la])li-hii'.g th^' exerutl\'e depailmcnt, i( i^ 
made the; ehity ol the' Pre-ident, ‘to re e'fanme'nd U/ \ oni’ e-ified - 
eieratioii, sucli measure"^ a*’ lu' '-hall judee' Ile•C('^''ar•^ and rxpt'- 
diemt.' ddic circumstanco'--, under whieh 1 Jlo\^ meet ^vi•l 

ae'epiit me freim e-nte-ring into tliat -(ih|o< t. farfh^r tliaii (<> re tor 
to tiu' great con-titutieinal e hai'tor. unde'r ''a hi* h ^t•n air a--cm- 
hle'd ; ami w hie h, in (l('fiiiin<g x <>ur paw ea do"i:p)a 1« ^ t hr ohjt ( t- 
to y hie h your alte’iition i- te> h(‘gi\rn. It wiit ler moi r ( mr'i--- 
lent with tlu'^r < iroum-tanee"', and far mne' eoiun nial wilh the' 
lee'ling'^ wliie li ae tu'ite' me', to "uh‘-litufo, m [da.cr ol a r r( om- 
mondalion f)f partienlai nu'a'Ure'-'. tlm tiahute that i- due to the 
tal('nt>, tho roe titiide', and the pa f i iot i-m, w hieh adeanllir e ha- 
ra'd*'!’- ^^'l<'e■te’d to i rvi: (' and adnjtl tlie'm. In th*'--o hoiK'uratde’ 
(Umliiic a tie /in. 1 he fiedd { he' -nre -I pled* a-, (hat, a - nn otio -idr. no 
Jeir.'il jere'judie e N ea’ .atlae,lmi('i.t'. ]ut "rp.iiah' \ie\\-, cm paitv 
animoitir'-, will mi''‘!ir''rt tlu' e ompre lu n-i\ o and ('epial ov<'. 
whle'h ('iiLdit to yah'li o\<‘r thi-vieat a,->e'mhlago of (a)mrmmi~ 
tie? ami intero-.t-^; >o, e)n anothei-, that tlie foflindation-? eef our iia- 
liemal peiliey will he- laie! in the' juirc ami immutahle piimiphs 
of private; morality, <anei the* j>re'-emim'ia e' ot tre e' govenime iit 
he e'xemplilied hv all the; attributes wbicli can \\in 1 bo a lire t iotis 
of its citizeii'i, and command the respre I of tlu' world. I dwrll 
on this pi’O'-jH'ct. with e\ ery satisf<irtinn, w liie h an ardent l')\e' t(>r 
my country can inspire: since there' is ne; tiutli more; t lieire)Ugh!y 
e.stablisheel tlian, that there cxis[>, jn the; e'eonomy ami eeanx’ 
of nature', an imli'^solublc union between viitue'and liapplm' -, 
be'twe'cn eluty and advantage', be twoen the' <genuine: maxims of 
an lieme^t and rnagnanimejus poliev, ami tlie; "olid reward^ of 
j)ul)lie prosperity and te licity: ^inrej we eniglil to be no ies- per- 
suaded, that tlie pro|>itiom snjiles of i leaven e an nejve r be e \- 
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i.wt ( onirns^. pectcd OH a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and 
riglit, which Heaven itself has ordained: and since the preservation 

ivcsidu^^ of the sacred fire of lihcrly, and the creating of the republican mo- 
del of government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps, as 
finally, staked, on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the 
American people. 

llesidcs the ordinary objects committed to your care, it will 
remain with your judgment to decide, how far an exercise of the 
occasional power, delegated by the fifth article of the Constitu- 
tion, is rendered expedient, at the present juncture, by the nature 
of objections whicli have been urged against the system; or by 
the degree of iiujuietudc which has given birth to them. In- 
slead of undertaking particular recommendations on this subject, 
in which I could be guided by no lights derived from olheial op- 
])OTtunities, 1 sliall again give way to my entire confidence in 
your discernment and pursuit for the public good: for, I assure 
myself, that, whilst you carefully avoid every alteration which 
might ('iidangm' the benefit of a united and elfeclive govern- 
ment, or which ought to await tlie future lessons of experience; 
a rev(‘reiice for the chaiacteristic rights of freemen, and a regard 
tor till' jmblic harmony, will sulllciently intluence your delibera- 
tions on the (juestion, how far the former can he more impreg- 
nahly foiiitied, or the latter he safely and advantageously pio- 
moUsl. 

“ To llu.' jireroding observations, I have one to add, which wdll 
he most j)ropcrly addressed to tlie House of Hepreseiitati ves. It 
concerns myself, and will, therefore, he as brief as jiossihlc. 
W hen 1 was first honoured witli a call into the service of my 
country, llum on the eve of an arduous struggle for its liberties, 
the light in which 1 contt iuplatetl my duly, required that 1 should 
renounce every peouniary compensation. From this resolution, 
J have, in no instance, departed; And being still under the im- 
pressions which jiroduccd it, 1 must decline, as inajiplicahle to 
myself, any share in the personal emoluments which may he 
indispensably included in a permanent provision for the Idxecu- 
live Department; and must, accordingly, pray, that the pecuni- 
ary estimates for the station in which I am placed, may, during 
my continuance in it, he limited to such actual expenditures as 
the public good may he thought to require. 

^‘Having thus imparled to you my sentiments, as they liave 
been awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall 
take rny present leave; but not without resorting, once more, to 
the iicnign Tarent of the human race, in humble supplication, 
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that, since he has been pleased to favour the American people 
with opportunities for deliberating in perfect tramtuillity, and 
r^l*bident^^ dispositions for deciding, Avitli unparalleled unanimity, on a foriu 
of government for the security of their union, and the advance- 
ment of their }iaj)piness; so, 1 1 is Divine Dlebsing may be ecpially 
cons])icuous, in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations, 
and the wise measures, on which the success of tins government 
must depend. 

(IeOKCJE A\' A^lIIMJTON. " 


invsul ni, The President, the Vice-President, the Senate', and House of s 

aUcaKl ]^epi’c^(‘ntativcs, &c., then ni'oceeded to St. PauPs ('liaiu l; her e 
J)iMric scr- . P . ’ ’ .* Ml- • ^ 

Divine S(n’vi('C was pci'iormed l)y tlie ( haplain ol ('ongiess. 

After which, the President was reconducted to his liou-^r, hy the 

('ccnnutnc' committee ap{)oijited for that pur])ose. Tlie Senate* afleinvards 

to piviKU'c ^ippoi’nted Messrs, .lohnson, IPtterson, and ( ’arredi, a eoniinillee 

.iiisw ( r to m ^ 

.sjucch. to prepare an answer to the President's speeeli. And, the sjteei'h 
having been laid before the House of liepresentaf i ves, by the', 
speaker, on the following day, the hou^'i' apjiointt'd Messrs. 
.Madison, ('lymer, Sherman, (iah*, and Denson, a (-oinmittee l(» 
jtreparc an address pursuant to the following t esnlnt ion, adopt(*d 
in eommitlee of the whole*, on the stale of tlui union; and, snbse- 
([ueiitly, concurred in hy this house. 


.louni il, 


lt)bl 


IJcsolutioa lu'. uli'i'd — That it is the opinion of thib roinmilte'C, that an ad* n .lournal, 
JuMis^diiT krt'-'ideiit ought iu he prepare’d, t'xpir^sing the* eon- I'- 

(. 1 . oiinL; grat uhation" of the* 1 louse of Ue‘]ne''cntat i\’es, on the dislingui^lied 
proof, gi\ eti liim, cl the alle'('lie>n atid coiifKletjee* ol ink follow 
( oininiuoi' ('iti/(*n-, hy the ullanimou■^ sulll-age , wife h ha- appointed him to 
IMVjviiwii- station whieh lie bib: the appi-obation b !t bv the bou-et 

of the patriotic scntlni('nt>, and e nlightened pe)licy, reconimended 
by bis sp(*cc}i: and as-uring him ol' their di*'[.*osition to eoiicur in 
giving clFect to evi'rv measure, whieh may tend to secure the 
liberties, promote the harmony, and advam e the Iiap[)inc'^s and 
prob])erity of their country." 


On the 7 th of May, the committee of the Senate reported the s. Journ.if, 
follo\\ing aiisw’cr to the Presidents speech, which was acci'jilial; 
and (he \ ice-]Ve>ident wans dire(,tecl to atlix his sigiiatme to the 
address, in behalf of the Senate: — 

Ansacrof ‘‘Sir, — VVe, the Senate of the Ifnited States, return you {)ur 

ihcscnatL. ^iu^-erc thanks for your excellent bpeech, delivered to both houses 
of (fongresS; congratulate you on the complete organization of 
the federal government, and felicitate ourselves, and our fellow 
V'OL, I. — ,7 
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citizens, on your elevation to the oflicc of President: an office 
^ ini[K)rtant by the powers constitutionally annexed to it, 

thcScnutc. extremely liononrable, fiom tlu! manner in which the ap- 
pointment is made, 'i'be unanimous suffrage of the elective body, 
in your fivour, is peculiarly expressive of the gratitude, confi- 
dence, and affection, of the citizens of America; and is tlic higfi- 
est tf'^Hrnonial, at once, of your merit, and their esteem. Wc are 
scn-ib](', sir, that nothing but the voice of your fellow citizens 
could hav(i calhal you from a retre.at, chosen with the fondest pre- 
dile(.tion, endeared by liabit, and consecrated to the repose of 
declining >ears. \Pe rejoice, and with us all America, lliat, 
in ob(‘dienc(‘ (o the call of our common country, you have re- 
turned, once more', to public lib'. In you, all parlies confide: in 
you, all interests unile: and u'c have no doubt that vour jiast 
ser\ ices, greal ns they lia\<; been, will be (npialled by your fu- 
tine exertions; and that your prudenee and sagaeily,asa slaics- 
man, will tend to avei I the danger^ to wliieh W'e were exposed, 
fo give sfabilily to tlu' present gov erniiK'nt, and dignity and 
splendour lo that < ouniry, \\bi( li your skill and valour, as a .sol- 
dier, so (uninently ciintributed lo raise to indepeiuience and cin- 
pii e. 

“ hen \ve contomplnte tin* coincidence of eircumstanees, and 
llie ^^()n(lellul eombiiMlioii of causi's, wbii li giadually prepared 
the people of (bis counfiy ior ind(‘j)(‘nden( e ; when we contem- 
plate' fhc j>rogrc^s and (erminalion of fhc laic war, wliieh 
gave them a name among (he nations (»f the earth, we are, with 
you, unavoidably led lo aeknowdedge and adore the (ireat Ar- 
biter ol the universe, by whom empires rise and fall. A review 
of the many signal insiniiees of Divine interposition, in favour of 
lliis eounli V, claims our most pious gratitude;: and pei niit u>, sir, 
touhst'rve, that, among the great ( Vi'nts which liave led to the 
formation and establishment tif a federal government, we esfeeiu 
your acceptance' e>f the office of rresieleiit, as one of the most pro- 
pifious and imjiortant. 

‘‘ In the execution of the (ru-t reposed in us, we sliall endea- 
vour te> piHMie that ejdarged and liberal policy, to which your 
spee ch se> ba[)[)ilY directs. A\ e are. conscious that the prosperity 
ol ('at'li stale i^ inse‘[)arably eonneetcal with the wellare ot all, 
and that, in preunoliiig the latter, vve sliall ctfeetually atlvance 
the lormer. In full pei>uasion of tlei^ truth, it shall he our in- 
variable aim, to tlivc'.''! ourselves of local pre-judiccs and attae h- 
uieiits, and (e) view the great a^'scinhlage of comiiiunities and in- 
tercuts. committed to our charge, with an eepial eye. W'e feeb 


17 ^ 9 . 
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sir, the force, and acknowledge the justness, of the ohservation, 
that the foundation of our national policy should be laid in pri- 
vate morality: if individuals be not influenced by moml print i- 
pics, it is in vain to look for public virtue : it is, thcri forc, the 
duty of legislators to enforce, both by prece]>t and example, the 
utility, as well as the necessity, of a strict adherence to the rubs 
of distributive justice. We beg you to be a.^bured, that the Senati' 
will, at all times, cheerfully co-operate in ev(*ry measure, uhich 
may strengthen the Union, conduce to tlu' happiiuss, or secure 
and perpetuate the liberties of this great, confedei ated republic. 

“We commend you, sir, to the jirotection (*f Ahnighty Uod, 
earnestly beseeching him long to preserve a lite, so valuabbi and 
dear to the people of the United States: and that y(nir adminis- 
tration may be prosperous to the nation, and glorious to your- 
self.” 

The address of the house, in answer to the Uresidenfs speech, 
as reported by Mr. Madison, on tlie bth of May, an<l aeei pted by 
the Iiou^^e, w'as as follows: — 

“ Sir, — The representatives of the peopb' of tin* I nited Slates 
present their congratulations on the event, hy whidi your fellow !’• 
citizens liavc attested the prc-eniinence of your nnaat. luive 
long held the fir>l [)lare in their esteem ; you have often rec eived 
tokens of (heir atleetion; you now possess the only ])roof that la*- 
mained of tluar gratitude for ymur .services, of tht ir r<:'\'erenre 
for your wisdom, and of tlK‘ir confubnee in your virtues: vou 
f'lijoy the highe.>t, heeau-e the truest, honour, of heiug tin* tirsi 
magistrate, hy the unanimous choice of the freest peoph.* on tin* 
fn e of the earth. 

“ We well knew the anxi(‘ii(‘s with which you havi* (>ln*ve(i a 
summons, from (he repose reserved for your declining year>, in(<» 
public scenes, of which you had taken your leave for ever, (hit 
the obedience was due to the occasion. It is aha ady applambd 
hy the universal joy wlib h welcomes you to your station; and 
wc cannot doubt, that it will be rcw.arded with all the sali-fac 
lion with wliich an ardent love for your fellow citizens mu^t k*- 
view successful etbjits to promote (heir happirnss. 

“This anticipation is not ju‘'titie(l m(*rcly hy (lie [)ast exp(‘ri 
ence of your signal services. It is p.irticularly sugg('^ted l)y the 
pious impressions under whieli you commenre your adminidra- 
tiojj, and the enlightened maxirn^^ hy which you mean to conduct 
it. Wc feci, with you, tlie strongest ohiigallons to adore the In- 
visible Hand, which has led (he Amcricafi peo[)le througli so m.inv 
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iHi c.Micrrpsrf difTiculties; to clicrish a conscious responsibility for the destiny 

Ist, Sr'.SKiti ^ r 

of republican liberty ; and to seek the only sure means of pre- 
ihc Housc^ serviuf^ arid recommending the precious deposite, in a system of 
legislation, founded on the princi[)les of an honest policy, and di- 
rected hy the S[)irit of a dilliisive patriotism. 

“ ^Jdie fjue''tion arising out of the fifth article of the Constitution 
will receive all the attention demanded by its importance; and 
will, we tru>t, be decided under the influence of all the conside- 
rations to which you allude. 

“In forming the pecuniary provisions, for tlic executive dc- 
partnumt, we shall not lo-^e sight of a wish I'csulting from mo- 
tives, which giv<! it a [)f*culiar claim to our regard, ^'our reso- 
lution, in a moment ciitical to the liberties of vour country, to 
renounce all jH i-onal ranolurncnt, was among the many presages 
of your pali iolic ser\i(e<, which liave been amply fultdled ; and 
youi' scrnpid{)us adheixmee, now, to the law then imposed on 
your^(df, ( ,nin(>l fiil to demon>trate the jairlty, w hibt it increases 
tlie lu.'tia', of a ( haiactcr, whic h ha> so many titles to ailmira- 
tion. 

“ Such arc tin' ‘( iitiments, whiih we have thought tit to nd- 
dre''> to yon. 'TIk y flow fi(an <Mir own In'ai ts: and we e erily 
believe, that, among the million^ we rr'pi'ex nt, tlu'reis not a vir- 
tuous citi/( I), \vh(ee Insirt will disown tlnan. 

“ All that I emain^, i>, that wa* join in our icrvamt snpplica- 
tioiis f(H' the hl(‘.--ine^ ot lhaven on our count r v, and that \\c 
add o!!r(iwn. foi the choice^'t ot' theM,' hlc-''ings, on the rno^t hc- 
Itived ot In I' citizen-.'* 


f)rfrani/nri<in of 


lIo»is( ()r- "The addi’c'S^ having pa-^ed Ibiougli a committee' ol' the whole 
'I'voss tuUr agreed to vvithonl amendment, as ap[K'ai> hy the tol- 

cl. lowing 1 e-' tiulion : — ////(oao/na/"/// — That thi-: hniH(' 
doth ngi’et' to th(' said aildre'--, and that the sj)eaker, attended 
by tin? member’s of Ibis hou-<', do present tlie said address to tin' 
Pre-ideni.” 


Appoints 
conunittcc 
to \s:ut on 
Vv( siUc n(. 


M esM’,''. SinnlekM^n, ( oles and Smith, of South (^arolina, 
then appointeil a (ommitter', to wail on tlu' President, to 
win'll it will lu' convtnient lor him to r’ciH'ive tin' same. 


W('re 

know 

d*hi- 


('ommiltca' rejioi ti d. on tin' 'ylh (»r Mavg that tlu'v had performed 
thi'- duty, and that the Pr’esidr'iit had lixed on tlie roliovving day, 
at PJ o(]o<lv,a< ‘'tub plai e c'ls (lie lunr-t' should appoint. Il 
w as then order'd, tlial, a- tiu' ( hamlx'r designed for the Pri -i- 
denl to ie(eiv(' tin’ n-pictivi; houses. \va> not vet pi’epart d, the 
hoiiM' would vwiil on the Picsidciit. to pre-ent the addicss in the 


.loiirn.d. 
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room adjacent to the representatives’ chamher. On the follow- 
ing day, the house, accordingly, presented tlie address at the 
place appointed, when the President made the following reply : — p. ;,o, .u. ’ 

Gcfitlcmcn: Your very alfectionatc address, jiroduces enio- id. p. Jl. 
tions, which 1 know not how to express. 1 feel, that inv })ast 
endeavours in the service of my country, arc far ovcrjiaid by i(s 
goodness; and 1 fear much, that my future ones may not luKil 
your kind anticipation. All that I can promise, is, that liny 
will he invariably directed Ity an hones! , and an ardent zeal — of 
this resource my heart assures me. k’or all htyond. 1 rely on 
the wisdom and patriotism of those with whom J am to ( oaipe- 
rate: and a continuance of the blessings of llea\en, on n be- 
loved countiy.” 

The Senate, on the Hlh of May, directed Ihe eommillee by s .loinn.il, 
wdiom their address had been prc'pared, to wail on tlic lh-e>i(lent, *'■ 
to ascertain when it will he agrec'able to him, to rect i ve the ad- 
dress of the SeOcatc at his own Iiouh*. t )n (he tollowing <lav, 
the committee reporttal, tliat (he Pn'sident bad li.xed on the tol- 
lowing Monday, when it was ordered, (hat llio Sr natr should 
then wail on the Jb'("'i(ien( , at his own house, and that the \ i‘ 

Ih’c sident should pioent the address. 

On Monday, May ]'>(h, (he Senate walled on tlie President, |,[ p 
at lii^ own h(ni>e, according to orthr, when thc' \ let;-! Voideiit. ‘ 
in thc name td the Senate, pi'f’st'iited the a(l(lr('.>s, to whi* 1) the 
Pi(>i(lent made reply, a- follow-:- — 

( i> }jlh //im : 1 lliaid^ you foi’ y ouj' addj'c— , in whitb IIm- most p] j, 
allertioiiato -on (in lent- ai e ( xpi ♦ — cd, if» tiic' mo-( o.Miginn ici iiin. 
d'lie coincidences ot eii cuni-taia whah b d to liii- au-picioiH 
eii-i-: (lie eoiifnlence rept^-cd in me ]>y my l» lio\v ( iti/en-; and 
the, assi-tanee 1 may exjiecl fiom council.-, whit h will Ix' dic- 
tated ])V an cnlai'ged and liberal polit y, seem to [)rc-ag(‘ a more 
j)i‘o-j)erous i--ue to my admini-tration, tlian a ditHdence ot my 
ahilitie- had taught me to autit i]>atc. I now feel m\>eir iin \- 
pressibly liappyin a helit 1, that Heaven, w liieh ha- doite si mu< h 
for an infant nation, will not w’ithdraw’ ib- pro\ idc nlial intliienee, 
htd'ore our {lolitical felicity shall have Ix'cn completed: and in a 
conviction, tluit tin* Senate will, at ail limr^, co-operatf' in every 
measure, whirli may tend to jiromote (he weltare of (hi- ((jide- 
dt'ralcd repuhlie. '^I’hu-, supjiortrd by a firm tru.-t in Ihe great 
Arbiter of the univer.-e, aided by the collectivaj wiMlorn of (be 
1 nion, and imploring the Divine beneditdion in our joint t xt r- 
tions iu tlie service of our country. 1 re.idily engage with you iii 
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the arduous, hut pleasing, task, of attempting to make a nation 
happy.” 

The adjustment of the mode, in which papers, hills and mes- S. Journal, 
sages should he communicated between the two houses, seems to 
liavc Itetai a point of some difliculty. On the 10th of April, tlie 
Senale appointed Mes.srs. Strong, Izard and Lee, to “ he a com- 
rnittee, to rej)or 1 a mode of communication, to he observed he- 
fween IIkj Senafe and House of Ileprcsentativcs, witli respect to 
j)a])eis, hills anti messages, and to confer thereon with such com- 
mittee, as may be appointed hy the House of liepresentatives, 
for (hat purpose.” And on the 17th of the same month, the u.-Tounud, 
House of Ivcprescntatives appointed Mcs.^rs. J^ee, JUirke and 1^’ 
Seney,lohe a committee, to confer with the committee ap- 
j>ointed hy the Senate. Tlic first report of tliis joint committee, 
was made to the two liouscs, on the 23d of April, in tlic follow- 
ing terms: — 

“ V\di('ii a hill or other message sliall he sent from tlic Senahi s. Jonmul, 
to the House of Rcpresentativcjs, it sliall he carried hy the se- 1’* 
crelary, who shall mak(^ one obeisance to the cliair, on entering 
the door of the House of Representatives, and another, on deli- 
vering it at tlic tabl(‘, into the liamU of tlie speaker. After he 
shall have deliveied it, he >hall make an oheiN'ince to the speak- 
er, and repeat it as lie retires from the lioibe. 

“ VV lien a lull shall he sent uj) hy the House of Repri ^('rlta- 
tiv(!> to tlie Senate, it shall he carried ])y two memhers, who, at 
lilt; bar of the Senate, shall mafe their obeisance to the pre.-'i- 
tlent, and then< e, advancing to the chair, make a second obei- 
sance, and deliver it into the hands of the jiresident. After 
having delive red the hill, tlu'v sliall make tlit ir oheisanct* to the 
presidt'iit, and repeiit it as Iht v retire from the bar. "Idle Se- 
nate shall I'ise on the entrance of the iiK nihers within the bar, 
and continue standing until (hey retire. 

“ .All other messages from the House of Rejiresentalivcs, shall 
he t arried hy one member, who shall make his obeisance as 
above mentioned, but the President of the Senate, alone, shall 
ri.'.e.” 

'J'his report was read and accepted in the Senate, hut, in (lie ^ 
House of Representatives, it was ordered to lie on the table. On n .lourn:)! 
tiu' lollovving (lay, the House ordered the report to be recommit- 
ted to th(’ same committee: and, on (he 2r>th of April, the Sc- 
nate recon^'idc red their acceptance of the report, and ordered s. .Joumal, 
its recommitment. P- 
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On the 2Sih of April, the committee made a second report, in 
the following terms: — 

When a mcs.sage shall be sent from the Senate to the House s. 
of Representatives, it shall be announced at the door of tlic 
liouse, by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully communi- 
cated to the ciiair, by tlie person by whom it may be sent. 

The same ceremony shall be observed, when .a message shall ii 
be sent from tlie House of Representatives to the Senate. 

Messages shall be sent by sucli persons as a sense of pro- 
priety, in each house, may determine to he proper.’’ 

This report was agreed to by the House of Rc[)rcscnta(ivcs; s. 
but, after being read in the Senate, it was oidered to lie lor cun- 
sideration. And, on the Isl of May, the Senate relused to ae- p 
ccj)l the report. 

Amotion was then made, — ‘‘d'hat wlicn a mcsscngir shall * 
come from tlie llou.se of Rcjiresentativt's to the Senatt', and sli.ill 
he announced by the door-keeper, the me.s.sengrr shall he rc t'eiveil 
at the bar ol' lids house, by tlie secretar\, and the hill, or {).>[)ej-, 
that lie may bring, shall there l)e ree(‘l\ed iVoni him by the se- 
cretaiy, who shall deliver it to the pre.sidcnt ol' the Senate,” 
which W'as committed to Me.‘^srs'. Jhllsworth, laan and l\ead;aiKl 
this committee wxre instructed to report a mode of sending pa- 
jK'i'S, bills, and messages, from the Senate to the House ol Ue~ 
jircseiitati vcs. And, on the k*d of May, the Sciialo c:imt‘ to the 
following re.solutiun: — 

%.‘lL!;rcc(l — d’hat, until a pcrmaiumt mothmaf commimieat ion 
sliall be adopted between the Senate and lluiweot 11 cpi'csenta- 
tives, the Senate will receive messages h}' the ehuk ol the house, 
if the house shall think pro])er to send him; and papers sent 
from the house, shall be delivered to the secretary, at the bar of 
the Senate, and by him he conveyed to the president.” 

The committee apj)ointcd by tiic Senate on the 1st, made tlieir in 
report on tiic 4th of iSIay; and on the 7tli, the first paragiaph 
thereof was acce]}tcd, whereupon — 

Ordered — Tiiat, wdien a niesscngcr shall come from tlie t^! 
House of Representatives to the Senate, and shall he announced 
by the door-keeper, the messenger, or mes.sengers, being a mem- 
ber, or members, of the house, shall be received w’itldn the b:u‘, 
the president rising, wdtcn llui nK'ssagc is by oiu^ member, and 
the Senate also, vvlien it is b}^ two or more; jI tie; moseng* r be 
not a member of the house, la. ohall be leceived at the hai‘, bv 
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iM r:oncr(‘Sfl. thc Secretary, and the bill, or papers, that lie may bring, sliall 

1st , 1 1 1 1 ■ I 

there be reoelva'd from liim b}' the secretary, and be by him de- 
livered to the president/’ 


licpoH This order was sent to the House of Itcprcscntativcs, on thc 
Gwist-of Hdh of May, wliere it ajijicars to have slcjit during tlie remain- 
Hq>rc‘stji- dcr of llic session; and all l)ie messages, 1o thc end of tlic scs- 
lutivv.s. ^vere cai'ried from the Senate to the House oi Itepresenta- 

Modca- lives, ])y Mr. Oti.^, tlie secretary of thc Senate: and, from thc 
dopic.<l. Hous(M)f lb;pr('sentati ves to tlie Senate, by Mr. lieckley, thc 
clerk of the. lluu.se of liepresentatives. 

Moilfofie- On the Uuth of May, tlie liouse apjxiinted Ales.srs. Parli’idge, 
j^^loyd and 'Jdiatchur, a coinniilt('e, to confer wiLli any commit- 
, IVoiii tee whirh may be ajipoiiited by tlie Senate;, on the pi’opcr me- 
lKsi(l(jit. (jf ix;('ei\ ing inl(» either bovi'>( , bills or messages Irom thc 

coim'niVtrc ^ of llic Tnited St. lies.’’ 'idu* Senate, on tlu* lullowing 
s. <-bi} , appointed Me.>.M's, Lee and Izard, to be a committee; on 

(Oaiinillcr. part. 

This commilteei made' a rejieiil on the UUlb of May, ’wliiedi 
was amcndeal by the House of JL;pre.seiitatives, and agreed to, 
in the; following form: — 


ir. .lourniil, 
]). 40 . 


S. .Inui'nid, 
]). JO. 


Kipoii. ‘‘'That, until the [lublic ollices are estabiishe;d, and tlie re- ii.j(nirn:vl, 
spectl\(‘ eiliii'ers ajipointed, any letinaisof bills and reseilulions, t’ 
or e)tli('r e'omniiinications, iVom the President, ma>' be lece'lved 
Agreadto by eulliei' lioii.se, under emver, eliia'cted to llie^ jU’CMdeuil of the; 
by house. Se:iaU‘, or speadvcr eif tli(‘ House ol Uejiia'scntati ves, as tlie case 
m:i\’ be, and Iransmilteal by such jicrson as the; presideni may 
think proper. ’’ 


S(n:it(“ On the same day, tliis la'pert was transniitte;d to tlie Senate, Ss. Joiumf, 
ev)iu iir^. rec('i\ ed the coiicui imice of that body. 

Ihmst. e- t)n the Uth ol .May, the; bouse edecUal Jvisepli Wlu'aton, to G .lounuil, 
Iccts^sj r- 1,^, j^ergeanl-at-ariris. The Key. AVilliam I/nn had hcen 

!irnis :unl apjioililed cluiplain lo the House of Ue])i\.sentative.s, on lire 1st 

(Iwipl.iin. 

( ’onniutli (* On thc 1 Ith of April, thc St nate apjiointed Ales.sr.s. Pcad, .s. journal, 
oil ke, pin- |ej|,;;ve)rlh, aiul J.ex’, a committee, “ to consider of the: utility of 1^’ 

aiu l ( 1 i^t 1 1 - _ _ ^ 

huiuj^- ju'intiiig the Journals weekly, and furnishing the meunbers with 
Journ.vh. and to determine the mode of keeping the Journals.'’ 

On the Juth, thc comniiltee received a further instruction, to Id. p. id 
consider whether the mimites be anumded, so as to record only 
the act, as it may b(' agreed on, after the Journal sliall be read, 
on the (lay iollow ing.*'’ On the lldh, this committee rejiortcd 
ill the folloNying terms; — 
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CiiAr* I. 

HI Tonirrr^s 
Itcjjort.s. 


Joiirnal'i c»f 
lulc Cf)n- 
f^'i’css to he 
(ui'iiislu'd 
to incni- 
t)c rs. 


Motion to 
lit' V j)! o- 

I\ Ltl. 


()rcl( r to 
.end .IfMir- 
Kils to o\< - 
•uti\os 
uul loL^isia- 
nri s of 
.tales. 


Orpanjzation of Ilouse.s— Rukes, Alo ITSf) 

That one hundred and twenty copies of titc .lournals of the s. .lounnl, 
legislative proceedings only be printed once a month, coni- !’• 
mcncing the first publication from the 1st day of June next: and 
that each member be furnished with a cojiy; that the jiroceed- 
ings of the Senate, when they sliall act in their executive caj»a- 
city, shall be entered and kcjit in separate and distinct hooks. 

That every vote of the Senate shall be cnteretl on the .loiu - 
nals; .and that a brief statement of the contents of each petition, 
memorial, or paper, presented to tlie Senate, be also inserted on 
the .lonrnals. 

That the dournaks, previously to each jiubllcation, ])V, revised 
h}^ a committee, to be appointed, from lime to time', for that 
purpose.'' 

This report was accepted. 

On the 2Sth of May, the House of Representatives adojded it. .ioum.ii. 
llie following resolution: — “ d'hat eveiy such memher of the i’ 
present (hmgress, as is not yet, furnislied with a set of the .loiir- 
nals of tlie late ('ongres.s, sliall, on ajiplication to the' loa'jX'i' ot 
the n'cords and jiajiers, of the .said late (’ongri'S^, he entitled to 
receive a comiilete set of such , lournals." vXnd this la'solut ion 

* . , . > 11-1 ^ .ioiliiud, 

I’cccived the concurrence ol the Senate, on tlie .sth ol .lune. p. , 

A motion was made in the Senate, on the 17th of duly — 

d'hat, on the linal (juestion upon a hill or resolve, any mem- id p. 4J. 
her shall have a right to enter his protest, oi’ dissent, on tlie 
dournal, with rea.^ons in snjijiort ol’ such dissent: jirovided the 
same he olfered within two days after tlie determination on such 
final (question." 

This motion was negatived. 

On the 2hth of Scjitcmber, the house adofited the following 
order: — 

Ordered — I'hat it shall be the duty of the secretary of the n . .touni.il, 
Senate, and clerk of the liouse, at the end of each session, to 
send a jirinted copy of the dournaks thereof, re.^pect ivoly, to 
tlie supreme executives, and to each branch of the Icgishitiire of 
every state.’’ 

And this order was, on tlie .same day, concurred in iiy the Se- s 
natc. 

The Senate, on the Idth of May, (‘aim to tlie tollowiiig ui ■ 
der: — 


VoL. 1. — r» 
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It?t ( ’orif:rf ''S. 
I't 

(>)niniUicc 
of Senate, 
coiireruinj^ 
su[)|)ly (jf 
IH'Wspa- 


House 
appoints 
t oimnittee. 


Additional 
iii'.li iM lion. 


Senat.' 
pi\«s siini- 
l.tr in . 1 1 U( - 
lion. 


(iepoj't 
ranu'i i lun.;* 
in u spa- 
]iors. 


Repoi ( 
eoiua ruing' 
pnuluig. 


< )rj'auizatKm of IIoubos— Rules, &,c 

Ordered — That Mr. Langdon, Mr. Strong, and Mr. Carroll, s. 
be a committee, to confer with any committee that may he ap- 1’' 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, and report 
what ncw.spapers the meniber.s of the Senate and Hou.se ol Rc- 
pre.scntatives shall he furnished with at the public expense.’’ 

On the J .jth, the House of Rcprcscntative.s passed the follow- 
ing order: — 

()rd( red — I'hat Mr. Silvc.sler, Mr. Winkoop, and Mr. Smith, H. 
of South Cai-olina, be a committee, to confer wilh the committee 
appointed by the Senati*, to report what newspaj)ers the mem- 
bers of (Congress siiall he fnrnisluul with at the public ex])cnsc: 
and that it he our instruction to the .said committee, on the part 
of this liouse, to receive proposal.s fur printing the Acts, and 
other jir'oceedings of ('ongre.s.s; and to report thereupon.'’ 

On the l(>(h, the Senate agreed to givij a similar instruction S. 
to tlie committee*, on l!u‘ir part, and vari()u.s petitions from print- 
ers, pi'esenfed (o (Ik; Semate, were referred to the committee of 
the Senate. 

This joint committee having made two reports, in tlic follow- 
ing terms: — 

1. “ 'riial, in their opinion, public ('oonomy rcH'piires that tlie H- 
expense' hereteifore' incurred hy the publie’, of supplying t;ve'ry 
nu'inher of ( amgre'NS will) all the newsj)a])er.s, ])rint('(-l al the se'at 
of ( 'ongresss, slioiilel be retrenched in future. Jhil, as your com- 
iriitt(;e cemsider the })ublica(ion of newspapers to be liiglilv^ lio- 
neficial in disseminating usi'ful knowlc'elgo throughout the Hnited 
Slates, aiiel eleserving of public enceiuragement, they rccom- 
menel that ('ae'h member of C'emgress he suppli-'d, at the public 
rxjH'iise, wilh one jiaper, leaving the choice of the same to e^'ae'h 
member; and that it be the duly of the secretary of the Senate, 
ami cl('rk of (lu; Hou.se of lu'pri sental ives, to give the neces- 
sary directions to the dllfcrent printers, to furnish each member 
Avitli such ])apcr as he shall choose. 

H. “ lliat il would he proper that it sliould he left to the sc- 
crclarv of the SenaU', and clerk of the House of IJejn-esenta- 
lives, to contract with such pcr.''On as sliall engage to execute the 
printing and binding business, on the most n'asonable terms; 
the I'laper being furnislu'd by the said secretary and clerk, to 
such ]icroon, at llie public exjicnse. That such person as they 
shall (amlract with, shall he obliged to rentier a stale of his ac- 
count:', 'piarleil}-, and I’nat six hundred eojiies of the Acts of 


I7H0. 

.Touniul, 

25. 


.louniat, 

55. 


.roiiniul, 

2(3. 


.lounia!, 


II)"nL 
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1 st f’ongnss. Congress, and seven hundred copies of the .lournals, be nriutcd 
and distributed to the executive and judicial, and heads of de- 
partments, of the government of the United States, and* the exe- 
cutive, legislative, and judicial of the several states.’^ 


House re- Thc House of Representatives took up these re[)orts for con- n .i.Minnl, 
jects one sideration, on the 2Sth of May, and the first report was di‘>a- ^ 

Adopts gi'eed to, and tlie second was agreed to, in the amended forin in 
die other, ^vhicli it appears. On the *2d of June, tlte Senate coneurred 
witli the House in their decision, as to these two reports, after 
amending thc second report, by inserting, after the words “ dis* s. .louriril. 
Senate a- tribiitcd to tlie,” the words “members t)f the legislature, to^'”'*' 
jncn(ls,and This amendment received the eoncurrence of the Jlousi' H .tournal, 

^a'ces. of Representatives, on the 3d of June. 

On the tub of July, the House of Rej!U'csentaii\'i's adopted the 
following resolution: — 


Kf solution Resolved — That there be prt'fixod to (lie publication of tlie id.]), vs. 

ofliouscto acts of thc present ses.sion of (>ongre.s<, a correc t copy of (he 

ItihidonTo Constitution of government for the Tnited Stale's. 

, And (he Senate, on the same dav, eonenrrc’d in the re.'-olu- ^ .louin.d, 
Sonalc ^ ^ ]()_ 

concurs. tlOIl. 


House "i'be House of Represcuitativcs, on the Ttli of ]\lay, appointed ii..h"n!iil 
coniniittcc, j\fessrs. Bland, Trumbull and Vining, a eoimnittee to eonler with ^ 
any committee to be appointed on the: part of (be. Senate, in jirc'- 
paring and reporting joint rules to be C''tabli''be(i betucc ii the 
Fnrolmcnt two bouses, for the enrolment, atte.^talion, publication, and j)ie- 
olhill.s, isc, yf (hy yf Congrc'-s, a^v abo on (be modi' of present- 

ing addre-x's, bilb, \ole'^, or rc-olution-', to the Ihe^ident eif the 
Senate I nited States.’’ On the same elay, (be Senate, a]>poinled Mcs.x>. s. .lournal, 
coniinittee. J^aiigelon, Rc'ad, and Henry, to be a committee on their p.art for ■ 
roinmiucc the same purpose. This committee reported to the Senate on id. ]>. jc, 
f^perts. j May, and to tlie Hou>e of Representalive's on (lie n..h"i!n.d, 

loth, and the report was considere d by thc bou^e* in committe e! 
of the wliole, and, on thc 27th of July, thc following resolution‘s 
were reported and agree d to: — 


Housca Resuli't (^ — That it is thc opinion of this committee, that tlie H. .lonmal, 

dopts rcso- following ought lobe cstablisbcd joint rules between the two ’ 

houses to wit:- 

“ That, while bills are on their passage between the* two 
houses, they shall he on paper, and under the signature of the 
secretary, or clerk of each house, respectively. 
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Isf Ci)iis:rf;f.H. After a bill shall have passed both houses, it shall be duly 

l.St S«‘SHI(>JI * ITT r» 

enrolled on parchment, by the clerk of the House oi ileprcsen- 
tatives, or the secretary of the Senate, as the bill may have ori* 
ginated in the one or the other liouse, before it shall be present- 
ed to th(; IVchident of the United States. 

“ H'hen bills arc enrolled, they shall be examined by a joint 
committee, of one from the Senate, and two from the House of 
liepi esentalivcs, appointed as a standing commitlee for that pur- 
pose, who shall carefully compare the enrolment with the en- 
grossed hills, as j)as>(id in the two houses, and, correcting any er- 
rors that may be discovered in thc^ enrolled bills, make their rc- 
[)ort forthwith to I he respective houses. 

7\rt<“r c;xjiminatien, and report, each hill shall be signed, in 
the res})(!ctive houses, lirsi, ]>y the speaker of the House of Rc- 
presenlativ(‘s, and then by lh(‘ president of the Senate. 

“ Afte r a hill >hall lia\e thus heen signed in e.ach house, it 
shall he presented, hy the said committee, to the Fresident of the 
I United Stati.s, for Jn\ ap]>rohation, it being tir»t endorsed, on th(.‘ 
hack ol the roll, certifying in whicli liouse the same originated; 
which endorsement shall he signed by the sc'cretary, or clerk, as 
ilu' ca^e may be, oi the house in which the same did originate; 
and shall he ( iilered on the journals of each hou^e. The said com- 
mitlee shall iej)oi i I he day of presentation to the IVesidenl, which 
time shall also la; careAdly entered on the .lournal of each house. 

All ordeis, lesolution-, and votes, which are to lx; presi nted 
(o th(' Ih'e^'ideiit ol the L nileil Slates, ftu* his apjirohalion, shall, 
also, in the same manner, he previously enrolled, examined, and 
signed; and shall be presiuited iii the same manner, and hy the 
sam(‘ commit(('e, as provided in rase of hills. 

“ Tliat wlieii the Senatt' and House of Repri'seutatives shall 
jiulge it proper to make a joint address to the l*resid(‘ut, it shall 
be pieseuted to him in his amlieiice ehamher, bv the president 
of the Sc'iiate, in tlu' presence ot the speaker, and holh lioii^e^. 

iics(<]ii- — That it is ( he opinion of this conunitt(H% that a coni- 

tivcioprc mitlee ought to he a[>poiuied to prepart', and luing iu, a bill, or 
scrv'alion hills, to pro\ ide, without the ('slahlishiuent of a iit'w de[)artmei)l, 
t»f iictm ifec. of the acts, records, and seal, of tlie Unitt'd 

Stales; lor (ho authentication of rt'cords, and papt'rs, for e^'la- 
hiisliing the tro'- of »)nice ti> Ix^ lahon, for rommi-siou^, and for 
copie> of reroiils aixl papris; ihr making out and rctortline 
t,omn»i‘>' it)!!", and pu‘-erii)ii»e their form; and to pro\ ide lor tlx* 
du(' pnhli' alion oflhe at't^ ot toiiere'.^." 


Orf»anizalion of IIoupo-j — R ules, ^c. 
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Urfrunizatiou of IlouHes—Rulca, &c. 17S1). 

On the 6th of August, the Senate concurred in till the resolii- s. .bnu-nal, 
(ions relating to the joint rules; and the house apj)ointed Messrs, h* 
Sedgwick, Mathews, and Wynkoop, a committee, pursiianl to 
the second resolution, to prepare and bring in a bill or bilk ir.jountal. 
And, on the 31st of July, the committee reported it bill, wbidi ' 
was read a hist time, and, after passing through the intermedi- 
ate stages, was passed on the 127th of August. On the 3 Hi of pp ^ 
August, this bill received its first reading in the Senate, ami, af- 
ter being considered and amended, passed tliat body on the 7 th s. .lounnl, 
of September. And on the 8th of September, the liou'^t' having ‘ 

concurred in the amendments of the Senate, the bill hnally m. p. lot. 
passed. 

On the 31sl of .luly, the House of llcjire^^enlatjve.s appointed b! i'. .>(>. 
Messrs. WJiite and Ibirtridge on their jiarl, and tbe Senale ap- 
pointed, on their part, Mr. A\dngal(\ to he a joint committote to 
examine and present to the President of tin* I nii^a! States, the 
enrolled bills that may pass the Senate and ilou.^e of Jtojire-en* ^ Jomual, 
tatives fi‘orn time to lime. 

A committee, coii'-istintJC of iMessrs. Morri,"’. Oarroll. I.angdon, s .buirnab 
R('ad, and Lee, ba\ing; Ix'en a[)[)oin(ed by the S< nalia on the 
3d of .)un(‘, to consider, and report th(i mode of ('onumnm ating 
the acts of ( oiigre--s to the several stales in the Lnlon, ami the 
numher necessaiy for that j>urpose,’’ that committei' rejxjiled on 
the following day, and the Senale adopded tlie iollowing reso* 
lution : — 

“ 7ese/i(Y/ — That, in t('n days afici the })as>ing (d'evtay art ol 
Oongress, (kiriiig the pre^( nt se.‘'sion, or, until s<une other i( giila- 
tioii shall ])e adopted, twenty-two piinted eopies (hereot, ^ignecl 
hy the secretary <d' the Senate, and elei k ot th<‘ House ol lle- 
[ua'soiitativ es, ami certllual by them to be true eupk's ol tbe oi i- 
ginal act, be lodged with the President of tho Unitcal Stale ami 
that he be re([uesied to causc to be transmitted, two of the said 
copies, so attested as aforesaid, to each of the supreim* (‘xecu- 
liv(’S in tlie several slcules.” 

And, on the olh of June, llie House of Pte[)resentali\'( s con- ii .ir)minl, 
curred with the Senale in this rek/lutiiui. 1' ' • 

On the 13th of A{)ri), the Hou-e of Ilepresentativcs elee ted, hy M p i 
ballot, Mes-rs. (f h nier, Ame-, Peieon, Cant/ll, W'liite, liunling- 
ton, and (dilrnan, a standing committee' ol elee tieiii'-. 

On the lotli of April, a petition of l)a\id Kain-ay, of the 'tale' f i u l !, 
of Soulli ('are)lina, wa- presented to tbe hot^e, setting t<M(h that * ' 

Mr. W'illiani Smitln a mentlnjr returned to serve in Ibis borne. U' 
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jHtcongrr,^^. oiic of thc rcprcscnlati vcs for the state of South Carolina, was, at 

iB) Sfs-fion ^ * .... 1 • 1 • i 

, election, inelii^ihle thereto, and came within the 

diri(jualirication of the third paragraph of thc new Constitution, 
wdiicli declare.s, “tliat no person shall he a repre.sentativ e, who 
shall not have been seven years a citizen of tlie United States;” 
and praying ilia I these alh'gations may he iiujuired into by thc 
house. 

“O/vAvvy/ — T hai the said petition lie referred to thc committee 
of election^, and that tiie .^aid committei! do report a proper mode 
of inve^figatlon, and deciding thereupon.’' 

'flu; coniiniltec' r( [lortrd on the IKth of Api il, anti, on tlie29th, 
the rejiort was amended, to read as follows: — 

Ttqiori ‘‘'That, in this ca^(‘, it will he sutlicient, in thc first instance, n..Tournal, 
runcndul. ( ummittee take sin h proofs as can lie obtained in this city, k’ 

rt'^jit'cting the fa('l< stated in the ptdition, and report thc same to 
(he housi^: — 'J’liat jMi\ Smith h(‘ permitted to he jircsent, from 
tim(‘ to tim(‘, \\hen such prooU are taken, to ('xaminc tJie wit- 
nos.^a s, and to otll i- counter proofs, wliicii ^halh al>o, la; received 
by the commit (e(‘, and reported to the ]iou>e: — d’hat, if the 
pioofs, so to b(‘ la poitial, shall !)<• declared, by tlie liouse, insufli- 
eient to \eiify the matmial faet^ stated in the [letition, or such 
other facts as the liousi* shall dia'in pro[)er to be impiired into, it 
^vill then be neci s^arv for the house to diiaa t a faither impiirv, 

(;-^peciallv tlu' procuring whate\ei additional testirnonv mav be 
.sup])n>e(l to be in South Carolina, a^ th(‘ ca^o may rcMpiirc : — 

I’hat all (jue^tion'*, arisingon tb(‘ jiroofk b(‘ decided by this house, 
without any juevious ()]>inion tlien.'on, reported by a committee." 

'J'’he house then adopted the following rcsoluiioii : — 

Hcsoliillon. •* /o’.s'(i/iY i/— That .this house, doth agree to the said report, and 

that it 1 h' an instruction to thc coinmiUee of elections, to proceed 
ai'cordingly.'’ 

On the 12th of May, the committee of elections made the fol- 

lowing report : — 

i'ommtttee “That Mr. Smitli a[)p(’arcd before them, and admitted that he h. Journal, 
poK^^ ^ Sttbicribed, and liad caused to he printed, in the State (ia- P* 
zette, of South ( arolina, of the 2 Ith of November last, tlic publi- 
cation which a( cornpanii's this report, and to which thc [letitioner 
doth rehr, as proof of the facts stated in his petition: — That Mr. 

Smith also admitted that liis father departed this life in the year 
1779, about fi\c months after he sent him to (ireat Britain; 
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that his mother departed this life about the year 1700, and that 
he was admitted to tlie bar of the Supreme Courl, in South Ca- 
rolina, in the month of January, 1781. 

“Tlic committee also report the followinpt counter proofs, pro- 
duced by Mr. Smith, namely, printed copies of the follovAiiiL; acb 
of the legislature of the state of South C’arolina; — An act. enti- 
tled ‘An act to oblige every free male inhabitant of this state, 
above a certain age, to give as-^urance of tidelity and allegiance 
to the same, and for other pur[>05(^s, therein mentiomai;’ pa'^-^ed 
the *-3Sth of March, 1778. — An act, entitled ‘An act di-^j)0''itig of 
certain estates, and banishing certain pej’sons, Lh('reln nuaitioiu'd;' 
pa<^sed the 2()th day of February, 17S-i. — An act, entitled ‘An 
act to alter and amend an act, entitled ‘ An act for disposiicg of 
certain estates, and banishing ccadain {)ersons ; [)as^ed at .I.k k- 
sonhurgh, in the state of South Carolina, on tlu' ‘Jdlh day of 17’- 
hruary, in tln^ year 1782:' |)assed in March, 178:}.* — An act. en- 
titled ‘An art to confer the rigiit of eitiz(‘n-]ii|> on aliens;' pa-^t'd 
the 2ht]i of ^ifarcli, ]7>'l. — A1 m>, an ordinance of the legislature 
oftli(‘ saitl slate, eiititled ‘An (»r(llnanr(' to eneoni ag(.' ,Mih(e< t- ot 
foi'cign ‘'tales to lend iooim'V, at iiit( rest, on real c'-tate. \\ ilhin 
this state;' pa‘<sed the 2raii of Mar* h, IV'^l. — \ ( ( rtilied ropy ot 
ai» extract from an Jict (>i’ tin' legidatnrc of llc-J "late, eiitilledi 
‘An act tor laisimr, and paving into the pnhii*' tiaa^nry of this 
state, a tax, for the us(‘s tlierein mentioned [fa'-sd the' hth ol 
Septefiiher, 177'd, — and a prinUal eojiy <4 the ( on 'tit ut ion (»t 
South Carolina. — AFo, a ec'rtilieate Ifojii .Fdhn ildwni'd' .and A\ il- 
liam iloit. (’ommis''i(>n< rs ‘.*f tht* lrea*'Urv that sj.ilc, iiji'ler tin' 
seal ofoirioe." 

The h('»n-(; tluui ordeiaal lh(‘ n'port to ii** on tlie tal)l<a On 11 h’ li J.inrtt.it, 
21st and 22{], it vv;\s farther considered; and, on the ki-'t nani(‘d t*’ ' 

day, the following resolution was agreed to;-^ 

“ JirsoJ-ji'fl — Tliat it appears to this liouse, upon full .and m.atnre 
consideration, that the •^aid William Smith laid la'cn seva n yiairs 
a citizen of the United States, at the lime of his elei lion.*’ 

While tlii^ resolution was pcndinir, Mr. Smitli gave .a full and 
succinct I'i^'tory of the causes vvliich had led to his ik.tention in 
Furope, for so ktiig a period, .as to give a pretext for tlie denial of a* •' a 
his idigihilitv, as a representative, in (\^ngre-'. Hi' aho stat<'d, 
that he had been clerted a memliei of the South (’arijlina h gi-- 
lature, in twelve months after ins return from llurope; and, in 
the next year, to other oibce-, to wliicli none, wlio-e rigid of < i- 
lizeijship was contesliblc, could liavc‘ been elected. After Mr. 
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Smith had closetl his statement and reasoning, the house was ad- 
dressed, in sucre^sion, hy Mr. liCe, Air. Thatcher, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. l5oudiiiot, and Mr. 4’uckcr, who unanimoudy approved of the 
sati^'ractory manner in which tlie allegations of the petitioner liad 
been answered. 

44ie uye- and noes ])einc: rctpiircd, the decision was recorded, 
as follow^ : — 

./!//(■> — Me-'as. Ahraham lialdwin, ]^g])crl P>enson, J'dias ]5oudi- 
no(, Lamlnrl ( adwalader, Danifd ( arroll, ( ieorge (1ymcr, Isaac 
( oles, Ih iijainin ( outet', d'hoinas I’itz-imons, \\ illiatn I'dovd, Ni- 
cholas (iilinaii, l>(*njamin (loodlme, Daniel Hcislc'r, heiijamiu 
] luiilitigftH), .lolin J-iawrance, Riehard Ihand laas tieorge l^eo- 
nai'd, Saniiiel l/ivermorty .lanu'S Madison, jr., Amlrcw Moore, 
Ih'ter Middcida rg, Jolni Ikige, .Icncmiah \d'in Rens-.tdaer, .loslma 
St ney, .lanu's Sehurcanan, ddiomas Scot!, 41u)mas Sinnickson. 
W illiam Srnilh, of Maryland, .lonalhan SlurgC'', Pc ier Sih esler, 
tieorg(‘ 4’halcher, .lonatlian 4’rurnhnll, d'hontas Tudor dhicker. 
John V ining, Alexandc'r W hite, and Jlenry AV ynkoo]). — dh. 

A'o — Jonat han ( 1 rout. — 1 . 

On llie ^islh of April, tlie speaker laid before tlie liouse a let- 
t('r from Matthias Ogden, refming to sundry ])etition'>, annexed 
thereto, from a number of (itizeu^ of New Jer>('Vj eomplainiiig 
of illegalilv in lh(' late election ol' r{‘()rest'Uiatives lor that state, 
to this House, ddiis letter and petitions weic rcfeired, on the 
foll(a\ing day, to the eommiltca' of ek*(‘tion>, with an iiistruelion 
to rc'poi’t a jU'c'per mode of in\ cstigation and derision tlua*eupon. 
Oounter petitions were prosenh'd, on the 1‘Jth of May, from other 
citizens of Nc'sv Jersey, and referred to the same committee; and, 
on tlie loth of May, othe r petitions, of the same tenor, were pre- 
sented and referred, 

dd](' committee ref»orted, on tlie ‘J]st of May ; and, on tlie 2r>th. 
the liousc amended the report, (o read as follows: — 

“That it will he juoper to appoint a coinmittcaa before whom 
the pc titinnei’M are to apjiear, and who shall receive such proofs 
and allegations as the petitioners shall juelgc prO[)er to ofl'er, in 
support of tlu ir said petitions; and who sliall, in like manner, re- 
ceive all [)roofs and alic'gatioiis, t’rorii persons who may be dc- 
sirou'^ to [ippear and he heard, in opposition to the said petition, 
and to r('[>ort ti) tlie Ikuiso all such facts as shall arise from th(' 
proois and allegations ol the respective parties.'* 

d'he house tlien adopted the following resolution : — 
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Resolved — That this house doth agree with the committee u.^ournul, 
in the said report, and that it he an instruction to the said com- P- 
mittee of elections to proceed according]}^’’ 

On the 14th of July, the committee mode a report, which was M. p. hO, 
considered on the following day, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On the ISth of August, the committee iiiadc a farther report, as id. p. Hd. 
follows: — 

That the committee, pursuant to the insiructlon to them, 
contained in the resolution of the 25th of May, relative to the 
petitions of a number of citizens of the State of New Jersey, 
comjjlaining of the illegalit}’ of the election of the members of 
this lioiise, as elected witliin tiiat slate, do asceidain the following 
facts, as arising from the proofs, to wit: — 

1st. That the elections for mcnd)crs of tliis house, ludd with- 
in that state, in consequence of an act of the Lt'gislaturc then'of, 
entitled ‘An act for carrying into etfcct, on the jiart of (he state 
of New Jersey, the Constitution of tbe United States, assented 
to, ratified, and confirmed, by this .slate, on tbe IStli day of De- 
cember, passed tlie 21st day of Novendjiu*, 17NS, were 

(dosed in (be several counties of Jk:rgen, Mon is, JMonmoulb, 
Hamilton, Somer.sct, JNIiddlcsex, Sussex, Salem, (hipc May, 
(.'umbcrland, Burlington, and (Uouccster; and the lists of the se- 
veral persons voted for, and the number of votes taken for each, 

^vcrc icccivcd by the governor, at the re.s])ectivc times, appear- 
ing from the said lists, and the cndor.semcnts thereon; whicdi lists 
accomj)any this rcjmrt. 

2d. That tbe election in the county of Essex, tbe remaining 
county in the state, closed on the 27lh of April, and the list 
was received by the governor on the 3d of Ma}'. 

“ .3d. That in consequence of a summons from the governor, 

(a cojiy whereof accomjianies this rej)ort,) dated the 27t!i of Fel)- 
ruary, to four mcmbei s of tiic council, a privy council, consisting 
of the governor, and the four members so summoned, did as.scm- 
Ide at Elizalictlitown, on tlic 3d of JMarcli; and, being so assem- 
bled, IMr. Haring, another member of the council, received a 
note from the governor, (a copy whereof accompanies l}ii.s re- 
port) in conse(jucncc whereof, Mr. Haring did then, also, attend 
the privy council, as a member thereof. 

“ 1th. That the governor then appointed another meeting of 
the privy council, to be held on the 18lh of March, at which 
day, the governor, and eleven members of the council, did as- 
semble, and did then determine, from the lists of the twelve 
VoL. I.— 7 
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isiconpress. counties snccificd in the first fact above stated, the four mem- 
bers now holding seats in this house, the four persons elected 
members of this house within that state; against which determi- 
nation of the council, three of the members, then present, did pro- 
test; and a protest (a copy whereof accompanies this report) was, 
with the consent of the council, delivered in to the council, in 
form, on the subsequent day. 

5th. That there was no determination of the governor and 
privy council, in the premises, until the 18th of March. 

“ Gth. That the governor did, on the 19th of March, issue a 
proclamation, (a coj)y whereof accompanies this report.)’’ 

This report was then laid on the table; and, on the 2d of Sep- 
tember, the house, having resumed the consideration of this sub- 
ject, adopted the following resolution: — 

Ucs(»lutlcm J^esolvcd — That it appears to this house, upon full and ma- lEJourmil, 

of house, consideration, that James Schureman, Lambert Cadvvaladcr, b' 

Llias Jloudinot, and Thomas Sinnickson, were duly elected, and 
returned to serve in this house, as representatives for the state 
of New Jersey, in the present Congress of llic United States.” 


On the 4th of August, the following resolution was adopted 
in the House of Representatives: — 


Rosolutiou Jtvsoivcd — JJiat a committee be appointed to join with a id. p. 71. 

as to* husi- committee of the Senate, to be ap])ointed for that piiqiose, to con- 
nc8s to he sider of, and rejiort when it will be convenient and proper that an 
actcil on. adjournment of the present session of Congress should take place; 

and to consider and report such business now before Congress, 
necessary to be finished before the adjournment, and such as may 
be conveniently postponed to the next sessions; and, also, to con- 
sider and rej)ort such matters not now before ('ongress, but which 
it will be necessary should be considered and determined by 
Congress before an adjournment.” 


('omnnt- 

icc. 


Senate 

ron\m'ittce. 

Report. 


House rc- 
boluUon to 


And Alcssrs. Wadsworth, Carroll, and Hartley, were appoint- 
ed to compose said committee on the part of the house. 

On the following day, this resolution received the concurrence s. Jouruul, 
of the Senate, who, on their part, appointed Messrs. Strong, I’* 
Ellsworth, and Carroll, to he a committee on their part, for the 
purposes therein slated. This joint committee reported to the id. p. 56. 
Senate on the 10th of August, and to the house on the 11th, H..loumaI, 
and the report was, in both houses, ordered to lie on the table. 

The House of Representatives, on the 24th of August, came to 
the following resolution: — 

‘‘ licaolvcd — That the president of the Senate, and speaker of id, p. By. 
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the House of Representatives, do adjourn their respective houses 
on the twenty-second day of September next, to meet again on 
the first Monday of December next.” 

The Senate concurred in this resolution, on the following day. s. .loumal. 
In the mean time, however, two bills, whicli were deemed of i’ 
importance, were hrougld into the House of Rrpresentalives, the 
final action on which could not he had liy the 22d of Sejdcmlier. 
Accordingly, on that day, the House of Representatives agreed 
to the following order: — 

Ordered — That the order of the twenty-firth of August, dl- n..i(Mirntvh 
reeling the president of the Senate, and s])eaker of the House, to 
adjourn tlieir respective houses on tliis day, be rescinded; and in- 
stead thereof, tlial they be directed to close the present session, by 
adjourning tlicir lespcctive houses on the twenty-sixth instant.” 

And this order was concurred in by tlic Senate, on the same s .lominl, 
day. Hut on the 2<>th, the business before the Senate being in ’’ 
sucli a condition as to render adjournment, at that time, inexpe- 
dient, the Senate adojited the following resolution: — 

Jie.soivcd — 'Fhat the order of the 22d instant, directing the l^h p- HU. 
president of the Senate, and speaker of the House of Uejiresent- 
atives, to adjourn their respective houses on this day, he re- 
scinded; and instead thereof, that they be directed to close the 
present session, by adjourning their respective houses on the 29th 
instant.” 

The house concurred in Ihi.s resolution. The Senate, on the II. .loumal, 
same day, agreed to the following resolution: — i'* 

Resolved — That Messr.s. John.son and Izard he a commit- s. .loumal, 
tec on the part of the Senate, together with such committee as 
may be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, 
to wait on the President of the United Stalest, and acquaitd him 
that Congress have agreed upon a recess on the 29th instant.” 


On the 28th, this resolution was acquiesced in by the House 
of Representatives, who appointed Alessrs. Vining, J.*ec, and 
Gilman, to be a committee, on their part, for the purpose therein 
mentioned. This committee having jicrformcd the duty assigned 
to them, the President, on the 29lh of September, communicaU'd 
to the Senate a message, of which Uie following is a copy: — 


H.,l()urual, 

p. 120. 


“ Genileinen of the. Senate: 

Having been yesterday informed, by a joint committee of S. .founuil, 
both houses of Congress, that they had agreed to a recess, to com- 
mcncc this day, and to continue until the first Monday of Janu- 
ary next, 1 take the earliest opportunily of acquainting you. 
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isl considering how long and laborious this session has been, 

and the reasons vvliich, I presume, have produced this resolution, 
it does not appear to me ex[)cdicnt to recommend any measures 
to their consideration, at present, or now to call your attention, 
gentlemen, to any of those matters in my department, which re- 
quire your advice and consent, and yet remain to he despatched. 

Geouge Washington. 

“ UnilaJ iStalf'jiy Srpiemlf.r 29, 1789 .” 

Mcssag'c to A rne'^^'iige, similar in its import, was transmitted, on the same 
house. U()us(‘ of Uepresentatives. And after the dis[)o^al 

of sundry business, the ilouse agreed to the following order: — 

“ tWe/vr/ — "riiat a message be sent to the Senate, to inform 
them that this Ilouse, having completed the l)nsiness before 
them, are now about to proceed to close the present session, by 
an adjournment on their part; agreeably to the order of the2(>th 
instant; and that tlie cltTk of this House do go with the said 
message.’’ 

’J’iie two houses tlien adjourned to the first Monday in January 
next. 

On tlic 21st of R(‘j)tember, the Ilouse of Kepre«ienlatlves had, 
on motion, granted li;av(' to bring in a bill to alter the time of 
inj^^ <)f'('o!\- the annual iiK'eting of ( ongress, and Mr. Jackson was instructed 
rd to prepare tin; same. ’I'lie ])ill was reporti'd, and received its 

House. lii>t r(‘ading on that day. On the 22d, tlje hill wa^ r( ;id a se- 
cond time, and committed. ’J’h(‘ bill passed through committee 
of the ^vIJoIe, where it was amended. It was then ordered to 
be engrossed, and on tlie 21tli, the bill passed (he house, with 
the title so amended, as to read “An act to alter the time for 
Si naicpass thc iicxt meeting of Congresrs.’’ On the 2Uh, the hill received 
its first reading in the Senate, and [)cu-feed through all thc other 
stages on thc following day. 

During the whole of this s(;s-,ion, the tuo houses occupied 
apartments in the City Hall of ]\ew Voi k. On thc 7th of 
April, the speaker laid before the Ilouse of Keprcsentatives a 
< d\ Hall letter from the mayor of the city of New York, covering cer- 
tain resolutions of the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of (he 
said city, aj)j)ropriating the (7ty Hall for thc accommodation of 
the general government of the Ihiited States. A letter was also 
communicated to the Senate, on the 0th of April, from James 
Onlcrof Duane, e^q., enclosing similar resolutions. On the 13th, this Ict- 
OiTraqjon referred lo a committee of the Senate, consisting of 

Messrs. Lee, Ellsworth and Few, which '•ommiltee reported on 
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the 14tli of April, when the Senate adopted the following or- 
der: — 

“ Orda'cd — That the following letter be written to tlie mayor 
of the city of New York, by the president, and that nothing 
farther, for the present, be done in the business. 

“Aire Yorky April 14///, 1781). 

Sir, 

“The Senate have considered the letter that you were s. .lourmd, 
pleased to addre^s to their hou^e, on the (Uh instant; and tin v 
entertain a projicr sen^e of the respect shown to the geneial go- 
vernment ol the United States, by providing so commodious a 
])uilding for the accommodation of Congress, as the mayor, al- 
dermen, and commonalty of the city have approjuiated for that 
use. The appointment of Mr. Skaats to tin* care of the puhlic 
hall, would be very agreeable to the Senate: hut, in their ide a, 
such fip[)oinlmcnt must (I('])end upon a legi.slalive act for cie- 
ating the otlice, and then the oHicer to (ill it will come con.^titu- 
lionally from the Jiomination of the Jbx‘^i(lc Jit o(' the United 
States, with the ap[)i‘ol>ation of Senate, in the* mean time, the 
Senate have no objection to the mayor and ald(‘rm('n appointing 
such person to tlie care of the hall, as they deem worthy ol 
such trust. 

“ I have the honour to be, Ac. 

“ Signed hy the Tresident of the Senate. 

“The lion. James Dvane.’^ 

On the tub of May, the Senate appointed M<.*ssrs. few, Ma- jj. j,. ji. 
clay and Strong, a eoininittce to view tlie a[>artmci)ts in thiAJity 
Hall, and to conl'er w ith any comrnith^c, that might he appointed 
by the House of Ue[)r(.‘sentatives for (hat purpose, and to re[)ort 
liow the same should he appropriated. And, on the 11th of ^lay, n. .Journal, 
Me^^^^. White, Seott, and Sturges, were appointed hythelloiHC 
of Ptepresentatives a committee for the same* purpose. A report 
was made to the Senate, by this committee, on the 17th .and 
19th of June, in part, as follows: — 

“That the two rooms on the first floor, in the soufh-west an- s. .lonrnal, 
glc of the said Hall, arc not neccs.sary for the accommodation of 
Conirrcss, and that the mayor of the city he notified thereof, that 
the said r(X)ms may be occupied by such persons as the corpora- 
tion may employ to take charge of the building.” 

The report was agreed to by the Senate, and concurred in hy ii.jcHinmi, 
the House, on the 22d of June. 
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An attempt was made, however, at this session of Congress, to ii. Journal, 
cstahlish a permanent seat of government. The advantages, 
which would necessarily result to the district of country in 
which the scat of the general government should be established, 
were too obvious to permit this point to be settled, without com- 
petition and controversy. Accordingly, it appears from the Jour- 
nals, thai, so early as the 151h of May, Mr. White, a represen- 
tative from V^irginia, “ presented to the house, a resolve of the 
legislature of that state, of tlie 27th of December, 17S8, otFer- 
ing to the acce[>tance of the federal government, ten miles square 
of territory, or any lesser quantity, in any part of that state 
which Congress may choose, to be occu})ied and possessed by tlie 
United States, as the seat of the federal government.’’ 

And, on the Ibth of the same month, “ Mr. Seney, one of the ll)kl. 
representatives from Maryland, presented to the house, an act 
of the legislature of that state, ollcring to the acceptance of 
Congress, t(‘n miles square of territory, in any part of the said 
state, for the seat of the federal government.” 

On the 22d of August, several memorials of the inhabitants Id. p. 87. 
of Trenton, in the stale of New Jersey; and of the boroughs of 
l4ancaster and Yorktovvn, in the state of Pennsylvania, were 
presented to the house, and read, respectively praying that tlie 
permanent seat of Congress may be established at the same.” 

And, in the Senate, on the same day, the memorial of John s. Jovirnal, 
Cox and others, citizens of tlie state of New Jersey, and of the 1^* 
state of Pennsylvania, praying that the future scat of govern- 
ment might he established on the banks of the Delaware, and 
proposing a cession of a tract of land of ten miles scjuare, was pre- 
sented, with a draft of the said tract of land. 


On the 27th of August, the following resolution was submit- ii. journal, 
ted to the considerafion of the House of liepresentatives; — P- 

Hot, sc Resolved — That a permanent residence ought to be fixed for 

o^rthesub general government of the United States, at some conveni- 
jeet. ent place, as near the centre of wealth, population, and extent 
of territory, as may be consistent with convenience to the navi- 
gation of the Atlantic Ocean, and having due regard to the par- 
ticular situation of the western country.” 

This resolution was taken up for consideration on the 3d of la. p. 96. 
September, the house having, on motion, — 

‘‘ Resolved — That this house will immediately resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole house, to take into consideration 


('onsidcr- 
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the motion, presented on Thursday last, for establishing the per- 
manent residence of G)ngress.” 

Mr, Boudinot then took the chair of the committee, and tlic H. Journal, 
subject was considered and discussed daily, in committee, until 
the 5th, on which day the committee reported sundry resolutions. 

The house, on the 7th, took up these resolutions for considera- 
tion, when the first resolution was agreed to, in the words fol- 
lowing : — 

‘‘ Resolved — That the permanent scat of tlie government of ibid, 
tlie United States, ought to be fixed at some convenient place, 
as near the centre of wealth, population and extent of (enitorv, 
as may be consistent with convenience, to the navigation of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and having due regard to the particular situa- 
tion of the western country.” 

The second resolution, as reported by tlic committee of the 
whole, was in the words following: 

“ Resolved — That tlie permanent scat of the government of the id. p. 
United Slates, ought to be at some convenient places on the east 
hank of the river Susejuchannali, in the slate of reniisylvaiiia, 
and that, until the necessary buildings he erected for the purpose, 
the scat of government ought to continue at the city of New 
York.” 

A motion was made to amend this resolution, by striking out ibid, 
the words, “ J'last bank of the river Susejuehannah, in the state 
of Pennsylvania,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words, ^‘Aortli 
bank of the river Potomac, in the state ot Maryland.” 

Tlie ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows: — 

Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, J. ftrown, Jv Burke, 1). 

Carroll, J. Coles, B. Coulee, Cr. Gale, B. Griffin, J. Jackson, B. B. 

Lee, J. Madison, Jr., G. Mathews, A. Moore, J. l*agc, J. Parker, 

W. Smith, of South Carolina, M. J. Stone, T. Sumpter, 1. I, 

Tucker, and J. Vining. — 21. 

jV(X' 5 — Messrs. F. Ames, E. Benson, E. Boudinot, L. Cadwfilader, 

G. Clymcr, T. Fitzsimons, W. Floyd, A. Foster, E. Gerry, N. Gil- 
man, B. Goodhue, J. Grout, T. Hartley, J. llathorn, J. Lawrance, 

S. Livermore, P. Muhlenberg, G. Partridge, J. Van Jicnsselaer, 

'J\ Scott, J. Sency, B. Sherman, P. Silvester, T. Siiiiiickson, W. 

Smith, of Maryland, G. Thatcher, J. Trumbull, J. Wadsworth, 
and II. VVynkoop.— 29. 
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A motion was then made to strike out the word “ permanent;” H. journal, 
also, after the words “ ought to be at,” to strike out to the end of P* 
the resolution, and to insert, in lieu tlicrcof, “ the borough of Wil- 
mington, in the state of Delaware.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was derided as follows: — 

y],.,s_-Me.srs. A. Jkildvvin, T. Bland, E. Boudinot, E. Burke, id. p. 98, 

I. . Cudwalader, J. Coles, B. Coutec, S. (iriflin, J. Jackson, R. B. 

Lee, J. Madi-on, jr., C. Mathf3ws, A. Moore, J. J^igc, J. Barker, 

T. Sinnickson, W. Smith, of South Carolina, T. Sumpter, and J. 

Vining. — 19. 

A'Ih's — Messrs. E. Ames, E. JJenson, .T. Brown, 1). Carroll, G. 

CJyrner, T. Fitzsimojus, VV^ Floyd, A. Foster, G. Gale, 1']. Gerry, 

N. (iilrnan, Jk (loodhue, J. (irout, Hartley, J. Halhorn, D. 

1 leister, J. ].a\vranc(‘, S. Javermore, P. Muhlenberg, G. Par- 
tridge, J. Pan Jleiiss(dacr, T. Scott, J. Seney, R. Sherman, P. Sil- 
vester, W. Smith, of Maryland, M. .1. Slone, G. Thatcher, J. 
'rrurnhull, T. T, Tucker, .1. Wadsworth, and il. AVynkoop. — 

/V motion was then made to strike out the words, ‘‘ iaist bank Id. p. 99. 
of the river Suscpiehannah, in the state of Pennsylvania,” and to 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “Potomac, Susquehannah, or 
Delaware.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows: — 

— Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, E. Boudinot, J. j^rown, ibid. 

E. Burke, L. ( adwaJader, D. Carroll, J. Coles, B. (butec, S. Grif- 
fiUf J. Jackson, R. B. LrCf J. Madison, jr., (i. Mathews, A. ^^oo^c, 

J. Page, J. Parker, T. Sinnickson, W. Smith, of South Carolina, 

M. J. Stone, T. Sumpter, T. T. 'J'ucker, and J. \'ining. — 

Aocs — Messrs. W Ames, 1-k Benson, G. Clymer, T. Fi(z?imons, 

W. Floyd, A. Foster^, (F Gale, Jv (i<'rTy, Gilman, Jk fioodhuc, 

J. (iroul, T. Hartleys J. Hat horn, J). H eister, J. l.awrance, S. Jd- 
vermore, P. ISluhlcnborg, G. ikirtiidge, J. Adm Bensselacr, T. 

Scott, J. Seney, R. Sherman, P. Silvester, AV. Smith, of Mary- 
land, (F Thatcher, J. Trumbull, J. Wadsworth, and JL Wyn- 
koop. — 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, “ East bank ibid, 
of the river Susquehannah, in the state of Pennsylvania,” and to 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ banks of either side of tlic ri- 
ver Delaware, not more than eight miles above or below the 
lower falls of Delaware.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows; — 
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./?yrs— Messrs. E. Boudinot, L. C.idwalndcr, E. (derry, and lI..Io„rn:il, 
Thomas Sinnickson. — 4. p- 

J\ocs — Messrs. F. Ames, A. TJaldwin, E. Fenson, T. Inland, J. 

Brown, E. Burke, D. Carroll, (1. Clyrner, J. Coles, B. Coutt e, 4\ 
Filzsimons, W. Floyd, A. Foster, C. dale, J\. (lilman, B. (loocl- 
Ime, S. Griffin, J. Grout, T. Hartley, J. Ilathorn, ]). ] leister, .1. 

.lackson, J. Lawrance, 11. B. Lee, S. J/ivermore, .1. Madison, jr., 

G. Mathews, A. Moore, P. Muhlenberg, .1. Pagt', J. Parker, G. 
Partridge, .1. Van Rensselaer, I’. Scott, J. Seney, IL Sherman, 

P. Silv'ester, Wm. Smith, of Maryland, Wm. Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, IM. .1. Stone, T. Sumpter, G. Thatcher, .1. umiuill. 'T. 

Tucker, ,1. AVadsworth, and II. W ynkooj). — hf 

A motion was then made to .strike out the words ‘‘East hank.” 
and insert, in lieu thereof, the word “ hanks.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as I'ollow.s: — 

Af/cs — Mes.srs. A. Paldwin, Bland, E. noudinot, .1. Ilrown, im^i. 

E. Burke. L. Cadwalader, I). Carroll, .1. Coles, B. Coutei', (i. (ial(‘, 

S. Gridin, ,1. .lackson, R. B. J..e(‘, .1. Madison, jr., G. Mathews. A. 

Afoore, ,f. Pae:e. .1. I\irker. .1. Staiey, T. Sinnif kson. AV. Smith, of 
Maryland, AV. Smith, of South C'arolina, M. .1. Stone, T. Sump- 
ter, T. 4\ 'Jhicker, and J. V ining. — ‘JO. 

Ahc.s- — Messrs. F. Ames, Ik Benson, G. ClyriKT, T. I'itszirnons, 

\V. Floyd, A. f ooter, Ik Gerry, A. (iilman, B. Goodlnu'. .1. Grout, 

Hartley, J. Ilathorn, 1). Ileister, .1. Lawrancf', S. Tiivermor(‘, 

P. Muhlenberg, ti. Partridge, J. \ an Ren.vselaer, 4’. Scott, R. 
Sherman, P. Silvester, (.1. Tiiatcher, .1. 4'rumhull. .1. W ad.sworth, 
and H. A\ ynkoop. — Jo. 

A motion was then made to amend the reM>lution, hy inserting, pp p. loi. 
after the word “ ih'nnsylvania,” the words, “ or Maryland.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this rnotinn to amend, it was 
decided as follow.s: — 

Af/rs — Messrs. A. Baldwin, 4\ Bland, E. Boudinot, J. Brown, 

E. Burke, I.. Cadwalader, H. Carroll, .1. ( oles, B. Coulee, G. Gale, 

S. Griffin, ,1. .Jackson, R. B. Lee, J. Madison, jr., (i. Matla u^^^, A. 

Aloore, J. Page, J. Parker, T. Sinnick-on, AV. Smilfi, of Alary- 
land, AAk Smith, of South Carolina, Af. J. Stoiu', 4\ Sum[>ter, 4\ 

T. Tucker, and J. A ining. — Jo. 

AW — Messrs. F. Ames, Ik Benson, G. Clyrner, T. Bitzsimons, 

AV. Flovd, A. I’Mster, Ik (i(Try, \. Gilman, B. (ioodliue, J. Grout, 

T. Hartley, J. Hathoru, I). lleislcT, J. Lawratu e, S. layerrnore, 

P. Muhlenberg, G. Partridge, J. Van Rensselaer, T. Scott, J. Sc* 

VoL. 1. — 8 
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ney, R. Sherman, P. Silvester, (h Thatcher, J. Trumbull, J. 
Wadsworth, and II. Wynkoop. — 2(». 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, City of New 
York,” and to insttrt, in lieu tliereof, “ Porough of Wilmington, 
in the state of Delaware.” 

The a 3 Ts and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
was decided as follows : — 

Ayi\^ — Messrs. A. Baldwin, T. Bland, I'k Boudinot, J. Brown, E. 
Burke, E. Cadvvalader, I). (Carroll, .1. Coles, B. Coutec, G. Gale, 

S. (iriflin, J. Jackson, U. B. 1 a‘(\ J. Madison, jr., G. Mathews, 
A. Moore, J. Page, J. Parker, T. Sinniekson, T. Sumpter, and 
J. Vining. — i;jj. 

JVixw. — Messrs, F. Amt'?, F. Benson, (h dyrner, T. Fitzsimons, 
W. Floyd, A. JM)d,(T, J’k (lerry, N. (Jilman, B. Goodhue, J. Grout, 

T. JJartley, .1. llathorn, i). IJeistcr, J. J.awrancc, S. Tavcrmorc, 
P. Miihlenhcrg, (i. Partridge', .1. \'an ilensselaer, T. Scott, J. Se- 
ncy, B. Sherman, J*. Silvtsler, W. Smith, of Maryland, W. 
Smilh, of S. (Carolina, M. J. Stone, (i. Thatclier, J. Trumbull, T. 
T. Tucker, J. Wadsworth, and IJ. Wynkoop. — RO. 

A motion was then made to strike out the word “New Yoik,” 
and to insert, in lit u thc'it'.of, the word ‘‘ Fhiladclphia.” 

'J'h(' ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it was 
decided as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. A. Baldwin, IC. Boudinot, J. Brown, F. Burke, 
Jj. ( advvalader, I). Carrol), .1. Coles, B. Coutt'C, (i. (ialc, S. (ii itlin, 
I). Jleister, J. Jackson, K. B. Ja'c. J. Madison, jr., («. Mathews, A. 
Aloorc, J. Page, J. Parker, T. Sinniekson, M. J. Stone, T. Sump- 
ter, and J. Vining. — 2’J. 

JVors — Messrs. I'\ Ames, E. Bt'nson, T. Bland, G. Clymer, 7\ 
Fitzsimons, W. Floyd, A. i''o'Nter, \'\. Gerry, N. Ciilman, B. Good- 
hue, J. Grout, 7\ Hartley, J. llathorn, J. Lawrance, S. Livermore, 
1*. Aluhlcnbcrg, (J. I’arlridgc, J. \ an Bcnsselacr, 'P. Scott, J. Sc- 
ney, R. Sherman, P. Silvester, \\\ Smith, of Maryland, W. 
Smith, of South Carolina, (i. 'J’hatclur, J. 'JVumbull, T. T. 
Tucker, J. Wadsworth, and H. Wynkoop. — 21). 

'Phe resolution was then agreed to, so amended as to read 
“on the banks of the river Susquehannali,'' instead of “on the 
cast bank.” 

The tliird resol nfion, a? reported by the committee of the 
whole, was in the woi ds following: — 

ncsolrnl — That the IVesident of the I nited Slates be au- 
thorized to appoint three eommissioners, to examine and report 


1789. 


II. Journal, 

p. 101. 


Id. p. 102. 


Id. p. ICC, 
103. 
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to him the most eligible situation on the hanks of the Sustjuehan- 
nah, in the state of Pennsylvania, lor the permanent seat of <ro. 
vernment of the United States: that the said commissioners be 
authorized, under the direction of the J*residenl, to purchase 
such quantity of land as may be thought necessary, and to erect 
thereon, within four years, suitable buildings for the accommo- 
dation of the Congress, and of the otlicers of the L nited State.s: 
that the secretary of the treasury, together with the commis- 
sioners so to be appointed, be authorized to ])oirow a sum not 
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, to be repaid within twen- 
ty years, with interest, not exceeding the r;ite of live per out. 
prr aninirn, out of the duties on in^posl and tonimge, to lie .ap- 
plied to the purchase of the land, and the tu’cctlon of the build- 
ings aforesaid; and that a bill ought to pass in the present .se.s- 
sion, in conformity with the foregoing resolutions.'’ 

A motion was then made, to amend this resolution, hy insert- H.Juunmb 
ing, after the word “ aforesaid,” the follo^^i^lg pro^Uo: 

“ ProTidcd^ 7 }('Trrl/trl(\ss, — I'liat, pr(!vionsly to any such purc hase 
or erec tion of building", as aloi cNaid, the; ]( gi."latur(’s of th(‘ 
states of Pennsylvania and Maryland niakesucli [)n)vision for rc'- 
nioving all obstructions to the* navigalion ot (he said river, be- 
tween the scat of the federal governnumt, and the mouth there- 
of, as may he satisfactory to the Jh'csident of the Lhiited States.” 

The ayes and noes being taken on this motion to amend, it 
yvas decided as follows: — 

./]//<’> — Messrs, Baldwin, Boudinol, Brown, BurK(\ ( '.idwalader, 

Carroll, Coles, Coutee, (iale, .laek.'-'on, J.ee, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, More, Page, Barki'r, Sen(*y, Sinnick"on, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Smith, of S. Carolina, Stone, Sumpter, I'ucker, and Vi- 
iiing. — 

A'lkis — Messrs. Ames, Ikmson, Clymer, I'itzsirnons, Floyd, Fos- 
ter, Cierry, (Jilman, Coodhue, Clrout, Hartley, JIathorn, JJeister, 
Lawrance, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 

Scott, Sherman, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, and 
AVynkoop. — 25. 

The third resolution was then agreed to, in the form in which ibid, 
it was reported by the committee, by the following vole: — 

^qyrs — Messrs. Arnes, Benson, Clymer, Fitzsirnons, Floyd, Fos- ri p. 10", 
ter, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, IJeister, 
Lawrance, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 

Scott, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, and Wynkoop. — 28. 
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JVoes — Messrs. lialdwin, P^oudinot, Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Coles, Coutcc, (jerry, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Moore, Page, Ikirker, Sinnick^on, Hrnilli, of South Caro- 
lina, Sumpter, Tucker, and Vining. — 21. 

The hou.^e then ordered a hill or bills to be brouglit in, pur- II. .Tounial, 
suant to the foregoing resol utioits, and Messrs. Ames, Lawrance, 
and C'lymcr, were in.structed to prepare and bring in tlic same. 

A petition was prt'senled to the bou.se, on the <Sth of Septem- Ibid, 
her, from sundry inhabitanls of (ieorgelown, in the state of 
Maryland, containing an ofier to put themselves and fortunes 
under lint exclusive jurisdiction of (iongre.ss, in case that town 
should he s/dected as the permanent seat of the government of 
the United Statc.s. 

On the I 1th of September, the committee appointed for that ipjoiirnn), 
purj)ose, introduced into the liouse a hill to establish the scat of IJ-HO. 113. 
government of the United Slates, which was read a first time, 
received its S('cond reading, and was committed on the following 
day, and, on the 17th, was considered in committee, and report- 
ed to tlie house with amendments, which were read and agreed pi. 113, 
to on the same day. On the 21st, the hill was /)rdered to be cn- 
gross('d, and was passed, on the 22d, by the following vote: — 

.7/yc.v — Messrs. Ames, Ikxldwin, Benson, (31ymer, (.'outce, u. .Tournul, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, booster, Oal(‘, Oilman, (ioodhue, Orout, P-1U,1KS. 
llartle}', II at horn, Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, 
MuhlenlK'rg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Scncy, Sherman, 

Silveslcj’, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, Thatcher, I'nimhull, 

W adsworth, and Mynkoo]/. — :>!. 

K(fcs — Messrs, Bland, Boudinot, Burke, (Cadwalader, Carroll, 

C/oles, L(‘e, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Parker, Schurc- 
man, Smitli, of South (airolina, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, and 
White.-— 17. 

In the Senates on the 21st of Scf)temhcr, Mr. Morris, on be- s. Jounud 
half of the senators from Pcmisylvatiia, inti’oduced a resolve of 1^- 
the (leneral As.sembly of that state, of March the 5Lh, 1789, 
making *• a re.spectful oiler to Congress of the use of any, or all 
the ])iihlic buildings in IMiiladelphia, the property of the state, 

&.C., in case (miigress simuld, at any time, incline to make choice 
ol that city ior the temporary residence of the federal govern- 
ment.''’ 

The act to establish the scat of government of the United s. jotimal. 
States, was read a tiiht time in the Senate, on the 22d of Sep- 1^' 
tember. On the following day, the bill received a second read- 
ing. On the 2 1th, the bill being under consideration, a motion 
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was made to strike out the words, in the state of Pennsylva- 
nia,’’ after the word Susquehannah. ” Tlic question being 
taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows: — ] 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, (irayson, Gunn, Hen- 
ry, Izard, and Lee. — S. 

Na^s — Messrs. Ballon, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Maclay, 
Morris, Paterson, Bead, Schuyler, and Wingate. — 10. 

A motion was then made to strike out the wonls, some 
convenient place on the banks of the river Sus(|uehannah, in the 
state of Pennsylvania;'' and the (|ues(ion being taken by yeas and 
nays, it was decided, the first time, in the negative; but a nioiion 
for reconsideration, on the ground that the question was not un- 
derstood, being made and agreed to, the question was again taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: — 

Yeas — IMessrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, kdlsworth, Giayson, 
Gunn, Lee, iMorris, Paterson, Bead, and Wingate. — 11. 

N(/i/s — iMossrs. Carroll, Henry, Johnson, Izard, IG’ng, Ma- 
clay, and Schuyler. — 7. 

A motion to insert, in the room of the words stri(‘k(‘n out, 
the words, ‘Gd some convenient place on the nortlu rn hanks of 
the river J’otomac,'’ was then made, ami decoded in the negative. 

It was then moved to restore these words, ‘Gil some conve- 
nient place on the hanks of the river Susciuehannah.'’ I’pon 
which, a motion was made to post])one that motion, and t(j suh- 
stitute a motion to fdl the blank with these words, ‘‘in the 
counties of I’hiladelphia, (diesler, and Bucks, and stale of Jkmii- 
s}'hainia, including within it the town of Gerniantow n, and 
such jKirt of the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, 
as arc not excejitcd by the act of cession, passed l)y the legisla- 
ture of the said state.” 

The motion to po-tponc being carried in the nflirmaii\ c, the 
(|uc-dioii was taken by yeas and nays, on tlie motion substituted, 
and decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, King, Morris, J’atei- 
son. Bead, Sehuvler, and Wingate, — t). 

J\ai^s — Me.-'Si-s. Butler-, Carroll, Grayson, Gunn, Henry, John- 
son, Izard, Lee, and Maclay. — th 

Tire number^ being equal, the Vice-lVe^idcnl determined the 
question in the aflirmativc. 

On the the con^-ideration of the bill having been resumed, ‘ 

a motion was made to strike out the words, “And that, until tlie ^ 
^leccssary buildings shall he erected thereon, the scat of govern- 


Cl 

1789. 


l. J(Hirn;iI, 
>. 86 , 87 . 


). 8S. 



02 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. 


r,V»n press. 

]hI Heshion. 


Fussrvgc of 
hill 


House mo- 
tion to 
postpone. 


Organization of Houses— Rules, tc. 1789. 

ment shall continue at New York and, the question being taken, 
by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Grayson, Gunn, Henry, Lee, 
and Maclay. — 7. 

Av/ys — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuyler, and Wingate. — 11. 

A motion was then made to amend the second section, to read 
as follows; — 

“And be it further enacted. That the President of the United 
States be authorized to appoint three commksioners, who arc, 
under Jiis diicction, to locates a di-^trict, not exceeding ten miles 
sijuare, in the said counties, and including therein the said Nor- 
thern Lil^eitie^, and town of Germantown; and to purchase such 
quality of land within the same, as may be necessary ; and to ac- 
cept grants of lands, for the use of the United States; and to 
erc'ct thereon, within four 3 a'ars, suitable buildings for the accom- 
modation of tin; Congrc'^N and of the otlicers of tlic United States.” 

And this motion ])assed in the aflirmative. 

A mollon was ih(ai made, which also passed in the affirmative, 
to strike out tlie two last sections, and to substitute the following: 

“ That no jrowci’s, herein vested in the President of 
the United States, shall he caiTied into effiect, until the state of 
Pennsylvania, or individual citizens of the same, shall give satis- 
factory sccui'ily to the secrctai’y of the treasury, to fuiaiisli and 
pay, as the same may be necessary, one hundred thousand dollars, 
to be employed in crectiirg the .said buildings.” 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time, to-morrow, s. .Toumal, 
Accortlingly, on the -<)th of Septem]>er, the bill came again be- 1^* 
fore the Senate, on the (jiicstion of its passage, when, after an 
unsuccessful motion to postpone the further consideration thereof, 
tlie question was taken, by yeas and nays, on the passage of the 
bill, and decided as follows: — 

Vca.v — Messi’s. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Mor- 
ris, Paterson, Read, Schuyler’, and Wingate. — 10. 

J\ai/s — Messrs. Butler-, Carroll, Grayson, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 
and Lee. — 7. 

Tlie bill having been sent to the House, for tiic concurrence of II. Journal, 
tliat body, in tire amendments made by the Senate, a motion was P* 
made, in the House of Representatives, on the same day, That 
the consideration of the Senates amendment to the bill, be post- 
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next session of Congress/’ The quesllon being 
ttiken, by ayes and noes, it was decided as follows: — 

Ayes and Ayca — Messrs, lialdwin, Bland, Brown, Burke, Carroll, C'olcs 

noes. Coulee, Gale, Gerry, Griflin, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr. , Mathews, 
Moore, Page, Parker, Schurcnian, Sency, Smith, of Maryland, 
Smith, of S. ( arolina, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, and A\ Into. — ‘Jo. 

JVucs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, JJoudinot, Cadwalader, Clynu'r, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, (iroiil, llarllcv. Jla- 
thorn, JTeister, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenlx'rg, Par- 
tridge, Van llcnssclacr, Scott, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, 
Thatcher, Truntbull, V ining, Wadsworth, and W'ynkoop. — 


House a- On the J8th, the amendment of the Senate was again coir>i- 

mends He- and a motion was made to amend the Senate's amend- 

nute s a- ^ 

incndnicnt. mcnt, by adding to the end thereof the following words: — 

And provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to alTect the operation of the laws of Pennwlvania, within 
the (IFtrict ceded and accepted, until ('ongress slnill ot!iei\\is(‘ 
provide, by law.*’ 


This question, being taken by ayes and noes, was (ha ided as 
follows : — 

Ayes and Aijcs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, (adwalader, Clymer, I'it/si- 

noes. mons, Floyd, I’oster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, ilarthy, 

Jlathorn, Ileister, Huntington, J.awranca*. Leonard, Ia\ermore. 
Muhlenberg, Partridge, \hin Jlen^Mdaer, S( hurcjuan, Slif‘rma/i, 

Scott, Silvester, Sinnick'-on, "J'hatcher, '^rrund)ull. A ining, W a(F- 
w’ortli, and VA'ynkoop. — 3J. 

Abc.9 — Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Boudinot, Brown, Burk('. Car- 
roll, (x)les, Coutce, Chile, (irillln, Jack'^on. i^e(\ Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Moore, Ihige, Ikirker, Seney, Smith, of Maryland. Smith, 
of South CAarolina, Stone, Sumpter, 'Pucker, ffnd White. — J 1. 

Postpone- The amendment thus made by the Jfouse to the amendment s. .touni.d, 
Piirin^Sc- Senate, being sent up to the Senate for concurrence, a 

iiatc. motion was made in the latter body, that the farther considera- 
tion of the bill be postponed to the next session of Congress: and 
this motion passed in the affirmative. 

Hriy of Previously to their adjournment, the two houses ajipolnh d a h.Jo muf, 

tiuinkspv- joint committee to wait on the President, “to request that he 
mg’ rccom- ... 

mended to w'ould recommciul to the people of the Lnited States a day ol s. .lournaf 
President. thanksgiving and prayer to be obser ved, by acknowledging, P* 

with grateful hearts, the many and signal favours of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 
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establish a constitution of government for their safety and hap- 
piness.” 

The committee consisted, on the part of the House, of Messrs. 
Boudinot, Sherman, and Silvester; and, on the part of the Se- 
nate, of Messrs. Johnson and Izard. 


Sl^SSlON. 


On Monday, tlie dth day of January, the two houses reassem- 
bled at the city of New York. 

1'en Tiiernbcr.s only of the Senate having answered to their 
names on the tirst day, the Senate adjourned for want of a quo- 
rum. On tlic Ctb. a quorum was present, the following Sena- 
tors appearing in their places: — 


si:natoks. 

John I 

■M\d t. ]sT,.,,V llAMrsnillE. 

Ikiim: W j 

Stront^ "A 

and V .\I,\ss\i’ni 

'rristrain Dalton, j 

A^'nl. S. .lolinsoii, — CoNNi-oTrci T. 

tiufiis Klfif,^, '1 

and pJSIr.w Youk. 

I’lillip Scluivkrj 


SENATORS. 

William Mucla} , — J’ENusrLVANiA. 

.folm Henry, — Mvhylam). 

\ti]\dx l/.ard T 

and p ^,,1^.,, 

Pierce I’utlcr, j 

\ V’ i 11 i i i rn Fe — ( 1 l o n ta a . 


In tl le House of Ilcprcscntatives, a (juorum did not appear 
until the 7th of January, \Ahcn the following members \^cre 
present: — 


HEPUES ENTATIVES. HElUiES ENTA TIVES . 


A bid Foster, 
Niehokis (iilnian, 
Samuel I/i\erni()iY 


>. Nr.w IlAMrsuinT, 


' Eg-licrt Uenson, 

A\ ilkani Ekn d, 

,lohn Law ranee, 

Jcrc. Van Ueiisstlaer,, 


'New Youk. 


Fisker Amc'^, 

Idbrid^^'e (ieny, 
llenj. (ioodhue, 

.lonatlian (irout, 
lieori^’e Part rid jji’e, 

Gcorg'e 'I'hateher, 

Roger Sherman, 

Jonallian Stnrge.s, C Connecticut. 
.kremiah Wadsworth, j 



F'red. Ancf. Alnhle] 
herg, Speaker, 
Peter Muhlenberg-, 
'riiomas Scott, 

.losluia Sency, 
Daniel Carroll, 

Elias Roudinot, 
Janies Schurcmaii, 


"j'Pr.XNSTLTANlA. 

J 

Martian n. 

New JER.SET. 


17^9. 


1790. 
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REPHESENTA’m'ES. 


— 1.- ^ John Brow n, 

n,=prcscn- 

. . , John Patjiv, 

halves pic- 

SCllta . 1 r' • iY' 

Samuel (»nfTin, 
Alexander AVhitc, 


n 1:P H ES EN J' ATI V ES . 
E'llanus Burke, 

Daniel Ilima r, 1 , , ,, 

n- II- o -.1 >S0l'Tll ( All 

AV ilhani Smith, f 

I'hos. 'r, Tuckc‘r,J 


Soi'Tll (’AnOLINA. 


Abraham Baldwin, 7 ,, 

. . .... > (iF-OIlGIl. 

I (jcor^'c Mathews, > 


Senate 
rornmittee 
to inform 
President. 


IIOU-'C 

commlltcc. 


Messag’es 
hetw ecu 
houses. 


House a- 
grees to 
elect cliap- 
lams. 


House 

elects. 

Prv sident 
atu nds the 
Uvohouscs. 


On the f)th of January, the Senate appointcti IVIc.ssrs. Strong; 
and Izard to he a committee on their part, to join .sucdi cojnmil- 
tee as tlie IIou.se of l^epresentativcs inioht njipoint, to inform 
the Prc.sident of the United States, that a fpiorum of the two 
houses is a.ssemiiled, and will be ready, irt tlu^ senate ehamher, 
at such time as the Jh'csidcnt may apjioint, to receive any com- 
munications he ma}^ he jilcased to make. 

'J1ic liouse, in concurnmee with thi.s re.solntion, ajipointiMl, on 
the following day, .Mcs.srs. Oilman, Ame.s, and Soncy, to he a 
committee on their part. 

Message.^, cummunieating the inlormation of the jirescnec of 
of a (piorum, were interchanged hy the two hon.'-'C's. 

J’lie j'ollowing resolution was agreed to hy the I louse of llcprc- 
scntalives, on the 7lh of January: — 

I\eso]vc(I — That two cliaplains, of different denominations, 
be appointed to ('ongress, for the pre.sent session, one hy each 
house, who shall interchange weekly.” 

On the same day, the Senate concurred, and electcul the Uight 
Reverend Dr. Samuel Provost to be chajilain of tlic Senate. On 
the following day, the House of I\epresentatives elected the 
Reverend Dr. AA illiam Linn, to he their chajilain. 

On the Sth, the President of the United Slates, according to 
an intimation previously communicated to the joint committee 
of the two houses, came into the senate chJnibcr, whither the 
House of Rejjrcscntativcs had been previously iiudled hy tlic 
Senate, and, in the presence of Congress, made the following 
address: — 


S JouriKiI, 
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Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and House of Representa- 
tives : — 

Speech of I embrace, with great sati.sfaction, the opportunity which 

I ic^sident. presents itself, of congratulating you on the present favour- 

able prospects of our public aliairs. The recent accession of the 
important state of North Carolina to the Constitution of the 
United States, (of which official information has been received:) 
VoL. I. — n 
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the risln |]5 credit and respectability of our country, and the gene- 
rally increasing good-will towards the government of the Union, 
and the concord, jieace, and plenty, with which we are blessed — 
are circumstances auspicious, in an eminent degree, to our nation- 
al prosperity. 

In resuming your consultations for the general good, you 
cannot hut derive (mcouragement from the reflection, that the 
measures of the last session have been as satistactory to your 
constituents as the novelty and diiliculty of the work allow^cd you 
to liojie. Still further to realize tlieir expectations, and to secure 
the hlessings winch a grafuoiis l^rovidcncc has placed within 
our reach, will, in the course of the jmesent important session, 
call fur the cool and deliherate exertion of your patriotism, firm- 
ness, and wisdom. 

Among the many interesting objects which will engage your 
attention, that of providing for the common defence will merit 
]iarticular regard. To he prepared for war is onii of the most 
cflectnal means of jireserving jieacc. 

A free peojile ought not only to he armed, hut disciplined: 
to which end, a uniform and well digested plan is rerpiisite: and 
their safety and interest re([ulrc, that they should promote sucli 
manufactories as tend to rendiu' them independent on others for 
essential, jiarticularly for military supplies. 

rhe proper establishment of Uie trouiis, which may be 
deemed indispensahk^, will he entitled to mature consideration. 
In the arrangements which may he made respecting it, it will 
he of importance to conciliate tlie comfortable sujiport of the of- 
ficers and soldiers, with a due regard to economy. 

“ Tliere was reason to hope that the jiacific measures adopted 
•with regard to certain hostile tribes of Indians, would have re- 
lieved the inhabitants of our southern and western frontiers from 
their depredations. Jhit } ou will jierecive, from the informa- 
tion contained in the papers wliieh 1 shall direct to be laid before 
you, (comprehending a communication from the commonwealth 
of Virginia,) that we ought to be prepared to afford protection 
to those jiarts of the Union, and, if necessary, to punish ag- 
gressors. 

“The interests of the United States require, that our inter- 
course with other nations should be facilitated by such provi- 
sions as wdll enable me to fulfil my duty, in that respect, in the 
manner which circumstances may render most conducive to the 
public good: and, to this end, that the compensations to be made 
to the persons who may be employed, should, according to the 
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Ntf'oiicre^s nature of their a])pointrnents, be clernicd bylaw: ami a compe- 

"" tent fund designated for defraying the ex])enses incident to the. 

SiKcchof conduct of our foreign afl'airs. 

tVrs'ulcllt. , I - • . , . . , . - . 

‘‘ \ arious considerations, also, render it expedient, that llie 

terms on wbicli foreigners may be admitted to the rights of citi- 
zens, should be speedily ascertained by a uniform rule of nalii- 
rali/alion. 


rniformity in the currency, weights, and measures of tlie 
United States, is an object of great imjiorlanec, and will, I am 
persuaded, he duly attended to. 

The advancement of agriculture, commerce, and manufac- 
tures, by all proper means, will not, I trust, need recommenda- 
tion. Uut I cannot forlx^ar intimating to you, the exjiediem'y 
of giving eliectual encoui'agement, as wcdl to the introduction of 
new and useful inventions from abroad, as to the ('xeiiions of 
skill and genius in jiroducing them at borne; and ot' facilitating 
the intercourse between the tlislanl parts of our counli-y, by a 
due attention to tlie jiost oilice and post roads. 

^U\or am J less jicrsnaded that yon all agta e with ino in ojiin- 
ion,tbat there is nothing wliich can lad ter d(>serv(! }onr patronage 
than the jironiotion of science and literature. Knowledge is, in 
every country, tlie surest basis of puiilic liapjiiness. In one in 
which the measures of government receivii their impression so im- 
mediately from the sense of the community, as in ours, it is pro- 
portionably essential. the security of a free constitution it con- 
tributes in various ways: by convincing those who arc intrusted 
with lliejiublic administration, that (tvery valuable end of govern- 
ment is best answered by the enlightened confnlence of tiie peo- 
ple; and by teaching the peojile themselves to know, and to value 
their own rights; to discern and provide against invasions of them; 
to distinguish between oppression and the necessary exercise of 
lawful authority; between burdens proceeding from a disregard 
to their convenience, and those resulting from the inevitable 
exigencies of society; to discriminate the spirit of liberty from 
that of licentiousness; cherishing the first, avoiding the last; and 
uniting a S])ccdy, but tcmjicrale, vigilance against encroachments, 
with an inviolable respect to the laws. 

Whether this desirable object will he best jiromoted by af- 
fording aid to seminaries of learning already established; by the 
institution of a national university; or by any otlicr expedients, 
will be well worthy of a place in the deliberations of the le- 
gislature. 
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istcongrcBs. << Genilemeii of the Iloitsc of liepreseniatives : — 

‘MBession. ^ i 

I saw, with peculiar pleasure, at the close of the last ses- 
PrSenC^ sion, the resolution entered into by you, expressive of your opi- 
nion, that an adequate provision for the support of the public 
credit, is a matter of high imjiortance to the national honour and 
prosperity. In this sentiment I entirely concur. And, to a 
perfect confidence in your best endeavours to devise such a pro- 
vision as will be truly consistent wnth the end, I add an equal 
reliance on the cheerful co-operation of the other branch of the 
legislature. It w’ould be supernuous to specify inducements to a 
measure, in which the character and permanent interests of the 
United States arc so obviously and so dcepl)^ concerned, and 
which have received so explicit a sanction from your declaration. 

Genile/mcii of Ihc Senale and Jfonsc of Jicprescoilalivcs : — 

1 have directed the proper oHiccrs to lay before you, rc- 
S]>ectivcly, such paj)ers and estimates, as regard the affairs par- 
ticularly recommended to your consideration, and necessary to 
convey to you that information of the slate of the Union which 
it is my duty to afford. 

“The welfare of our country is the great object to which our 
cares and efforts ought to be directed; and I shall derive great 
satisfiction from a co-operation with you, in the pleasing, though 
arduous task, of en^uriI)g to our fellow citizens the blessings 
whicli they have a right to expect from a free, efficient, and 
equal government. 

*‘ ( I EORG E Wash! x g to iv . 

“ United States, Januan/ 8, 

Senate As soon as the President and members of tlic House of Repre- 
lo^iviKire scntativcs bad retired, theSenale ordered the speech to be printed, 
answer. and appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and Paterson, a committee to 
prepare and report tlie draft of an answer to il. On the 9tli, 
the House of Representatives went into committee of the whole 
house on the speeel), a copy of which was laid before the house 
by the speaker, and the committee having reported the following 
rosolutiou — 

llcHwc rc- “ Resolved — That it tlic opinion of this committee that an ad- 
to he presented, by the liousc, to the President of the 
mittec. States, in answer to his speech to both houses, with as- 

that this house will, without delay, proceed to take into 
their serious consideration the various and important matters 
recommended to their attention:" 
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‘V/.C-'Knr^ The House agreed to tlie same, and appointed Messrs. Smith, 
of South Carolina, Cl^micr, and Lawrance, a committee to pre- 
pare such address. 

On the 11th, Mr. King, from the Senate committee, reported 
the following address to the President, which was accepted hy 
the Senate: — 

Address of “ Jo the Prrsidr/if of tJu' I nited Stotos : — 

Sciiute. ' ^ ^ 

‘'Sir — We, the Senate of the Tnitcd Stales, return you our 

thanks for your speech, delivered to ]>oth houses of Congress. 
The accession of the state of \orth C arolina to the Constitu- 
tion of tile Cnited Stales, give.s us much pleasure; and ^ve oiler 
you our congratulations on that event, which, at th(.‘ same 
time, adds strengtii to our Cnion, and ailords a proof that llie 
more llic Constitution has heen considfueil. the moi’e tie' e()od- 
ness of it has appeared. Tiic information uliicii we liave re- 
ceived, tiiat the measures of tluj last ses.sion liave heiui as satis- 
factory to our con-'tituent^ as we iiad ri'ason to expei I, tiom (iie 
ditllculty of tile work in wliicii we vv(‘re engagi'd. \^ill atl()r(l us 
inucli consolation and encouragement, in resuming our delilie- 
rations,hi tlu* piesent M'^sion, for the public good; and every ex- 
ertion, on our ]>art, shall be made to realize, and si'cure to our 
country, those blessings wliieh a gracious Providence has placed 
witliin her reach. We are persuaded that one of the mo^t ef- 
fectual means of preserving peace, is to he prepared for Mar; 
and our attention siiall he diix'ctcd to tlie oiijects of common de- 
fence, and to the adojition of such plan^ sliali apjif ai- tiie most 
likely to prf vent our dependence on otln r f ounli ics iur e‘'‘'enfial 
supjilies. Ill the arrangements to he made, respefting the esta- 
blishment of su( h troops as maybe deemed indi-'pimsahle, we 
shall, with pleasure, pi’ovide for tin; comfortable support of the 
oflicers and soldiers, 'with a due regard to economy. We regret 
that the pacific measures adopted l)y governmi iit, witii re gard to 
certain hostile tribes of Indians, liave not been attended witii the 
henelicial circcts towards tlie inhahitaiils of our soutliern and 
western frontiers, wliicli we liad reason to Iio])e: ; and we shall 
cheerfully co-operate in providing tlie most efl'ectual means for 
their protection, and, if necessary, for the punishment of aggres- 
sors. The uniformity of the currency, and of weights and mea- 
sures; the introduction of new and useful inventions from abroad, 
and the exertions of skill and genius in producing them at home; 
the facilitating the commuoication between the distant [>arts ot 
our country, by means of post offices and post roads; a provision 
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form rule of naturalization, by which foreigners may be admit- 
ted to the rights of citizens, arc objects which shall receive such 
early attention as their respective importance requires. Litera- 
ture and science are e.ss(‘ntial to the [)r(*servation of a free Consti- 
tution; the measures of governmfait should, therefore, be calcu- 
lated to sti engthen the confidence tliat is due to that important 
truth. Agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, forming the 
hasis of the wealth and strength of onr confederated republic, 
must he the frc'qucnt subject of our deliberations, and shall be ad- 
vanced by all proper means in our power. Fiihlic credit being 
an object of great importance, we sliall cheerfully co-operate in 
all proper means for its supjiort. Proper attention shall be given 
to such papers and estimates as you may he pleased to lay before 
us. Our ( arcs and efforts shall he directed to tlic welfare of our 
country; and we have the mo.st perfect (h'.pcndencc upon your 
co-operating with us, on :dl occasions, in such measures as will 
ensure to our fellow citizens the hU'Ssings which they have a 
right to expect from a free, (dliciont, and equal government.’’ 

A<l(livss The President having fixed the Mill «as the day wlien he S. Journu], 
prcsciiitJ. this address, in obedience to an order of tlic Sc- 

nate, the \'ice-Prcsldf'nt, on tliat day, rittended by the Senate, 
waited on lh(‘ PrcMdent, at his own lionse, and, in their name, 
delivered th<; addrc'^s. I'o which, tin* President of the United 
States was pleased to make tlie following reply:— 

Firsidciit’b “ Cu'iilli nu'n : 1 thank you for your address, and for the as- 
surances whicli it conlains of attention lo the several matters 
suggi'sled by me to your consideration. 

“ IL'lying on tlie continuance of your exertions for the public 
good, 1 anticipate fi>r our country tlie salutary clfects of upright 
and prudent couinsc^s. 

“ G. Wasiiixgton.” 

The committee of the House of Representatives reported, on 
the 12th of January, an address, which recci\'ed the unanimous 
acquiescence of the house, in the following words : — 

A(klrc.sbof “ Sir: Tlie representatives of the people of the United States li. Journal, 
House. have taken into coiLsideration your speech to both houses of 
Congress, at the opening of the present session. 

We reciprocate your congratulations, on the accession of the 
state of A'orth Carolina ; an event which, while it is a testimony 
of the increasing good will towards the government of the Union, 
cannot fail lo give additional dignity and strength to the Ameri- 
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can republic, already rbing, in Ihe estimation of the ^vo^ld, in 
national character and respcctabilil^c 

“ The information that our measures of tlie last session have 
not proved di^isatisfactor}' to our constituents, allbrds us much en- 
couragement al tliis juncture, \vlien we are resuming the arduous 
task of legislating for so extensive an empire. 

“ jVothing can be more gratifying to the rt'presentatives of a 
free people, than the reflection that their labours are rewardt'd 
])y tlie ajiprohation ol tiieir fell(Av citizens. Ihider this imprt's- 
sion, we shall make every exertion to realize tlieir ex[)ectations, 
and to secure to them tliose blessing'^, wliich lh ()\ idi iu e has 
placed within their reach. Still proiujited by the sanu' (Ic'ire to 
promote Ihtar interests, whicli then actuat('d u^, W(' shall, in the 
present session, diligently and anxiouslv pursue thosi' measures 
which shall appear to us conducive^ to that end. 

“ We concur wdth you in the sentiment, tliat agric ulture, eoin- 
rncrcc and manufactures, are entitled to legislative [)rot(‘('lion. 
and that the promotion of science and lilerature will contrihute 
to the security of a free government: in the jirogrcss of our de- 
iiherations, we sliall not lose sight of (d»jects so worthy ot our re- 
gard. 

‘‘ "i'he various and weighty matters, Avliie h you have judged 
necessaiy to recommend to our attention, appear to us es>cn(ial 
to the trarKphllily and welfare of the I nion, an<l c laim an eaily 
and most serious consideration. We rhail proceed, without de- 
lay, to be‘'tow^ on tliem that cairn discussion w hi( Ii their impor- 
tance re<|uircs. 

“ We regret that the pacific arrangements ])ur-ucd with le- 
gard to certain hostile trihes of Indians, have not Im c ii attended 
with that success, which w^e liad reason to expert from them; 
we shall not he'*itate to concur in such farther measure s, as may 
best obviate any ill efiects wdiicli might be apprebeneled from 
the failure of tliose iTgulations. 

Your apjirobalion of the vote of this house, at the last se s- 
sion, resjiecling the provision for the jiublic creditors, is very ac- 
ceptable to us. The proper mode of carrying that resolution 
into effect, being a subject in W'hich the future character and 
happiness of tlicse slates arc deeply involved, will be among the 
first to deserve our attention. 

^‘The prosperity of the United States is the primary object 
of all our deliberations; and we cherish the reflc'ction that evf?ry 
measure wdiich we may adopt for its advancement, will not only 
receive your cheerful concurrence, but will, at the same time. 
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derive from your co-operation, additional cfficac)^, in ensuring to 
our fellow citizens the blessings of a free, efficient, and equal 
government.” 

On the Mth, in conformity with an arrangement made by the 
committee, the speaker, attended by the house, presented this 
address to tlie l^rcsidcnt of the United Slates, at his own house, 
when tile President made the following reply: — 

(ic7itletnvn: 1 receive with pleasure the assurances you give 
me, that you will diligently and anxiously jiursue such measures 
as shall a})pear to you conducive to the interest of your consti- 
tuent.s: and that an early and S(‘.rious consideration will be given 
to the various and weighty matters recommended by me to your 
attention. 

J liave full confidence that your dediberations will continue 
to be directed by an enlightened and virtuous zeal for the hap- 
piness of our country. 

“ G. Wasiiingtois.” 

On the 7tb of January, the House of Representalives appoint- 
ed a committee, consisting of IMessrs. Hoiulinot, Slierman, and 
White, to examine the Journal of the last session, and to report 
therefrom all such matters of business as were then depending 
and undetermined. And on the 11 lb, tliis committee made their 
report, as follows: — 

It appears to your committee, that the several petitions of 
David ICunsay, John (diurchnian, Alexander Lewis, Arthur 
Greer, Jedediah IMorse, John Fitch, Unglchart Cruse, Nicholas 
Pike, Samuel Priggs, .lolm Christopher Stoehcl, Leonard IJar- 
baugh, Hannah Adams, (’hristopher Colies, David Grecnleaf, 
John Maepherson, Abraham Wesicrvelt, James liumscy, and 
William Hoy, resp'ectively praying for exclusive privileges, as 
authors or inventors of some useful work or discovery, were or- 
dered to lie on the table, and so remained during the session. 

‘‘It farther appeal’s to your committee, that the several peti- 
tions of Martha Walker, Duncan Campbell, JVIsti'am Coffin, 
Will iam Finnic, Englehcrt Kemmena, Thomasin Gordon, Pru- 
dent la Lenessc, Laron de Steuben, and Richard Hain, respec- 
tively praying to he compensated for military services, or for in- 
juries or losses sustained during the late war, were referred to 
the secretary of the treasury, to examine, and report upon to the 
present session. 

“ It further appears to your committee, that the several peti- 
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i^tPoneress tioHS of John M’Garragli, Dudley Tyler, Patrick Pcnnct, .loha 

:: Hart, James Gibbons, Archibald IVHvVlister, Alexander i\)\ver, 

Report, attorney for Colonel Fleuris’ regiment, Henry Malcolm, and 
Charles JMarkley, respectively praying to be compensated fur 
military services rendered during the late war, were referred to 
the secretary of war, to examine, and report upon to the pre- 
sent session. 

further appears to your committee, that tlie several ]-)eti- 
tions of Andrew Aewcll and Seth Clarke, Sarah Parker, Ikirtlcd 
Hind s, Robert Frazier, David Sturges, Hicbard PJiilips, James 
IVI^Clcan, James Read, and Thomas Rarclay, respectively j)ray“ 
ing that certain claims which they exhibit against the Fnited 
States, may he considered and allowed, were ordered to lie on 
the table, and so remained during the sc.ssion. 

It also appears to your committee, that the jietition of J()se])li 
Wheaton, sergeant-at-arms to this house, ])rayijigan incjuirv into 
the charges exhibited against l)im in c(rtain anonymous kders, 
was ordered to lie on tlic table; and so lemained during the 
session. 

‘‘ Vour committee further re])or(, that ronnnittt'cs \s ere ap- 
pointed to ])rej)are, and bring in, the se\eral hills following, to 
wit; — 

A hill to establish a uniform system on the subject of hank- 
ruplcies, throughout tlie irniled Slates. 

A hill for the furtlicr encouragement of the comnu'rce and 
navigation of the Fnited Slates. 

‘^A hill ])roviding for the actual enumeration of iJie i/iliahi- 
tants of the United Slates. 

Also, a hill providing a pro})er system of regulation for the 
militia of the United States.” 

Neither of which hills were rcj)orted duridg the session. 

It also appears to your committee, that there were post- 
poned, by this house, for further consideration, until the present 
session, the several bills following, to wit: — 

‘‘ A bill to promote the progress of science, and useful arts, by 
securing to authors, and inventors, the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries. 

A bill for tlie establishment of hospitals for the relief of sick 
and disabled seamen; and prescribing regulations for the harbours 
of the United States. 

“A bill concerning the importation of certain persons, prior 
to the year one thousand eight Jiundrcd and eight. 

VoL. I. — 10 
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‘‘A bill to establish a land office in and for the Western Ter- 
ritory. 

“ Also, a bill sent from the Senate, entitled, ^ An act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United States.^ 

“ That the hill, entitled, ‘ An act to establish the seat of go- 
vernment of the United States,’ was postponed by the Senate, 
for the further consideration of an amendment proposed by this 
house, until the present session. 

‘‘And, lastly; That the report of the committee appointed to 
examine into the measures taken by Congress, and the state of 
Virginia, rcsjiccting lands reserved for the officers and soldiers 
of the said state, was postponed by this house, for further consi- 
deration, until the present session.” 

'rhe Senate, on the 20th of January, adopted the following 
resolution: — 

“ — 'That Messrs. Kllswoiih, Maclay, and Henry, s. .loumal, 

be a commiUee to e.onfer with such commillec as may he ap- 
])()inted on the pait of the House of ilepresentatives, to consider 
and reporl, whelher or not the business, began previously to the 
late adjournment of ('ongress, shall now be proceeded in as if no 
adjournment had taken jilace. ” 

'Fhe House of Ucj)rescntalives, concurring in this resolution, h. .lounul, 
appoinlc'd, on the sa!ue day, Messrs. Sherman, J'hatcher, Hart- !'• 
ley, A\’lii({‘, and JacLson, to b(^ a committee on their part. 

'J’liis joii]t committc'c rcj)orled to the (wo houses, on the 22d iii. p. 14,1. 
of January, “ That the business unfinished between the two s. journ:il. 
hou.ses, at the late adjournment, ought to be regarded as if it had ’ 
not been passed upon by either.” 

A motion was nyule to jiostpone the report of the commit- ii,id. 
tec, in the Senate, on tin* 25111, hut the motion did not jirc- 
vail; and the yeas and nays being called, on the question to 
agree to the rejiort, it was decided as follows: — 

Yc(ts — Messrs. Ihitlcr, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Hawkins, 

Henry, Joluison, King, Schuyler, and Strong. — 10. 

Nil i/s — ^Messrs. Ilassett, Elmer, Izard, Langdon, Maclay, Mor- 
ris, Paterson, and Wingate. — 8. 

On the same day, the House of Keprcsciitativcs concurred in H.JournaL 
this decision. P* 


House rc^ 'Fhe Hou.se of Representatives, on the 13th of January, agreed ibid. 
.scintUruk. following order: — 
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“ Ordered — Tliat so much of the standing rules and orders of 
(his house, as directs the mode of appointing comiiiitU es, he re- 
scinded; and that, hereafter, it be a standing rule of the house, 
tliat all committees shall be appointed by the speaker, unless 
otherwise specially directed by the house; in which case, tluy 
shall be appointed by ballot; and if, upon siicli ballot, (be num- 
ber retjiiircd sliall not be elected by a niajorily of (be voles 
given, the house shall proceed to a second hallo! , in which a plu- 
ralii}^ of votes shall prevail; and, in ca^e a greater number than 
arc required to compose or conijjk'te the coinrnitlec slial) hav(‘ 
an equal number of votes, the house shall j>rocec'd to a further 
ballot or ballots.” 


7’Iic Senate, on the of l’\d)ruary, in.strncted a commitle(\ s. .lourn.il, 
consisting of Messrs. iJawkins, J.angdon, and ]'\:w, to prep.aia^ and ^ ' 
report a rule, dc'termining in wliat eases a reconsideration of a 
vote of Senate shall be adrni^^ible. On th(i kOtb, this coinmillca' 
reported, aiul on the following day the icpoid, ^vas con^Mcred, 
amended, and accepted; whereupon, (he Senate came to the fol- 
lowing resolution: — 


“ Resolved — That, when a question lias been once made and 
carried in the allirmative or negative, it .shall be in order for 
any member of the majority to move for a r(*consid('ralion (4' 
it.'’ 


On the ‘21Hh of April, tlic House of Re])iesentatives adopted 
the following order: — 


“ Ordered — That a committee he appointed to consider and re- H. .Tourmil, 
port, whether any, and what, additional rules are necessary for t’’ 
regulating the proceedings of this liou^e : and, that tlic said com- 
mittee do confer witli any eoinmiltee to hp appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to consider and report, whether any, and 
what, further regulations are necessary for conducting tfjc hu.si- 
ness between the two houses; and a committee was appointed of 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, and Mr. Vining.” 

And the Senate, on the followdng day, concurring in this rcso- s. Joum:*!, 
lution, appointed Messrs. Lee, Izard, and Strong, a committee on ^ 
their part. 


On the 9th of June, a report was made to the house by this H..iournul, 
committee, and ordered to lie on the table. A report was a bo [! 
made to the Senate, on the 10th of June, and the Senate agreed p 
to the following resolution: — 
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Resolved — That the Senate agree to the report, amended to 
read as follows : — 

“ 1st. That, when a bill or resolution, which shall have passed 
in one house, sliall be rejected in the other, notice thereof shall 
be given to the liousc in which the same shall have passed. 

“ !2d. When a bill or resolution, which shall have pa.ssed in one 
house, shall be rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in 
during Ihe same session, without a notice of ten days, and leave 
of two-thirds of that house in ^jich it shall be renewed. 

.‘Id. Each house shall tranmit to the other all papers on 
whicli any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

“ 4th. After each house shall have adhered to their disagree- 
ment, a hill or resolution shall be lost.” 

Here this etlbrt to amend the joint rules appears to have ter- 
minated, as there is no further record of proceedings on the sub- 
ject. 

On the 29lh of April, the following motion was submitted to 
the Senate; — 

“That the doors of the senate chamber sliall be open when s. jonrnul, 
the Senate is silting in their legislative capacity, to the end, that 
such of the citizens of the L niled Slates as may choose to hear 
the debates of this hous(‘, may have an opportunity of so doing.” 

4’his resolution was considered, and negatived, on the. following id. p. i36. 
day. 

A slanding committee of elections was appointed by the House li.Journul, 
of ilepresentativcs, on the 1st of Februarc^, consisting of Messrs. 

Ames, Sherman, Henson, Sinnick?on, Wynkoop, White, and 
Stone. 

On the .‘Id of April, the house appointed a committee, consist- id. p. 187. 
ing of Messrs. Henson, Wadsworth, and Livermore, to report a 
provision for payment of the printers' jiccounts for newspapers, 
furnislied for the use of Congress; and also a proper mode of re- 
gukiting the future supply of newspapers, for the use of both 
liouses.” 

On the 0th, this committee made their report, which was 
taken up for consideration on the 14th,* whereupon. 

The iir.st part of tlic said report, in the words following, to pi. ]). 191 
wit: “ M'hat the said accounts ought to be deemed as a part of 
the contingent expenses of the session, and to be credited and 
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paid as such,” was, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the house. 

The second part of the said report, in the words following, 
to wit: “That there be no further supply of newspapers for the 
use of the incmbers of either house of Congress, at tlu' piililic 
expense,” was, on the question put tliereupon, disagreed to by 
the house. 

Hooks for an order of the House of lleprescntalives, of the .‘^Oth of ^ 

#;ongTcss. a coinniittec, consisting of Messrs. (lerry, Jhirke, and ' ’ 

W hite, was ajipointcd to report a catalogue of books necessary 
for the use of Congress. And this conunittee, on tlu' of 
June, made a report and estimate, which were laid on the talih'. 

Death of On the 1st of June, information was communicated to (lie (^1 
house of thc death of "J'heodoric Ihaiul, one of tlie naanht'rs 
for the state of A irginia, who died on that morning, ^'lie hoU'C, 
thereupon, adopted the following order: — 

Fiincrul “ Orihrt'd , — That such nu'nihcrs of thi^ siid state as au' now 
committee. pi‘e>cnt, be ap'iointed a committc(‘ (o taKeonh r i'er siipcriiiti iui- 
ing till' funeral of the siid Tlieodoric Ihaiith and (hat ihi.s liou^(‘ 
will atlend the .'^ame.'' 

On the following day, thc housc adojited a lesolulion as fol- 
lows : — 

le sohi- << /i< soliu't/, iinartinuutslti , — That the memhers of this hoine, 
mounimg. ^ sincere desire of shotting evta’y inaik of rt'^pcct due (o 

the nicmorv of Tlieodoric Bland, de ceased, lat(' a nicmlao' tlx n - 
of, will go in mourning foi' Jiini one month, by (be u-ua! mode; ol 
wearing a cra[)c round the left arm.'* 

The Senate, on (lie same day, adopted the follotving r(\solu- 
tion : — 

Senate rc- “ 7eWrc(/ — That tlie Scoiatc tvill attend tlie funeral of Col. s. . 

^oKctout- a member of the llou.-e of lleprestaitati ves of the 

ti lul fu- ^ ^ 

neral. United States, at 5 o’clock, this afternoon.” 

There appears to have been no intcrrujition to the hudiics.^ 
before either of thc liouses, in consequence of tbi.s casualty. 

The House of Representatives, on the 1st day of June, carnc 
to thc following resolution: — 

Douse re- “ — That all treaties made, or whidi dial! fie niado, jj 
soluitou to and promulgated, under the authority of (lie Ihnted States, shall, !'• 
trcuikJ to Umc to time, be published and annexed to their code of 

bw3. laws by the secretary of stcite.” 
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On the 2d of June, the Senate concurred in this resolution. S. Journal, 

On tile 31st of May, the ditllcult question, as to the seat of P' 
government, was again brought before the House of Ilepresen- 
talives. And, on the same day, a hill was presented, with leave id. p. 148. 
to the Senate by Mr. Butler, and retid a first time, entitled, “ An 
act to determine the permanent scat of Congress, and the go- 
vernment of the United States.” 

'riie qiie.'^tlon wliicli agitated the house on that day was, on 
the following motion — 

Jl'stilvrd — 'J'liat Congress will meet and hold their next session H. .Tounud, 
at ” 

On this rcsolulion, the ayes and nocs were demanded, and it 
was decided a.s follows: — 

Jlljcs — MessiN. A^he, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

(dymer, Cole^, Coulee, Filzsimous, Calc, Oilman, Gridin, Hart- 
ley, Heist(‘r, .hn'k^on, Lee, Madison, Jr., Mathews, IMoore, Muh- 
lenh(‘rg, I’age, Parkei’, S('o((, Seinw, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, 

Surnpfer, \ ining, AV Jiile, \\7]]iam.son, A\^ynk'oop. — 32. 

./Voe.s Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, 

I' loyd, 1 ' ostei', (ierry,Goodhu(‘, Grout, Huger, Huntington, Law- 
vanee, Leonard, l/iveimove, rarlridge, Van Benssclaer, Scliurc- 
man, ^'cdgwiek, Slnu inan, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
ot Soudi (arolina, Sturg('^, Uhatclier, Tnimhull, Tucker. — 27. 

A motion was (lien made, to amend the resolution, hy insert- 
i/Jg, a/ter the word “llcsolved, ” iJie following words: — 

I hat a permanent seat for tlic government of the United 
Stales ought to he lixed at some convenient place on the banks p- -29. 
of the river Delawaia*, and” — 

All ohjcclion l)ciiTg taken to this motion, that it was not in order, 
tlic sjieakcr deedared the motion not to he in order. From wliich M- p. 228, 
ojiitiioii of the (diair, an ajipcal was made to the house hy two 
members; and on the question— Is the said motion in order.^’’ 

—the question, the ayes and nocs being called, was decided as 
follows: — 

.2//r,s' — Messrs, lienson, Boudinot, Burke, Coles, Floyd, Fos- 
ter, (lenv, Goodhue, llathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 

Leonaial, Jdvermorc, Madison, jr., Farlridgc, Van Rensselaer, 
Sehureman, Sedgwick, Scncy, Sherman, Silvester, Smitli, of 
ALuyland, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, Thalclicr, 
dh'umhull. 'fucker. 2 “. 
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1 st con 2 rpt>p. Nocs — Messi'S. AiHCS, Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodvvorth, Hrown, 

' — ^ Cadvvalader, Clyiner, Coutec, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, GritVm, 

Grout, Hartley, Keister, Jackson, Alathews, IMoore, JMuhlen- 
berg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sinnickson, Steele, Sumpter, Vining, 
White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 29. 

Speakers Tlic members being equal, the sjicaker gave his vole in the 
negative. 


Motion to A motion was then made to commit the original motion to a 
onvniit committee of the whole house, and, the ayes and noes being i 
called on this question, it was decided as follows: — 

A^es and • V/yc.s — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworlh, Boudinot, Burke, 

ocv Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Ilalhorn, Huger, Huntington, 
liawrancc, Livermore, Partridge, ^^au Kcnsselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 
Thatclicr, Trumbull, Tucker. — 25. 

Aocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, (.'arroll, 
(dymer, (-olcs, Coulee, Fitzsimons, t hde, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Gridin, Hartley, Heistcr, Jackson, Leip liConartl, Madison, ji’., 
Mathews, Moore, Muldcnherg, Page, I’aikci', Scott, Simey, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of IMaryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, \d- 
ning, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 25. 


Motion to A motion was then made to fill up llie blank in the resolii- 
Td Iplin " " words, “ the city of Philadeljihia. ' ^ And it \vas 

Motion to moved to amend the amendment, by adding the words, — 

ins( rt “or “or Baltimore.” And the ayes and nocs being called on the 
inorc latter motion, it was tlecided as follows: — 

Avesund .7?/e.s — iMcssi'S. Benson, HlootKvorth, Burke, Cloytl, Gerry, 
Grout, ilalhorn, Huger, dackstm, Lawrance, Bari ridge, Vau 
Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of .Maryland, Smith, of South 
(dirolina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, I'hatcher, dVu’ubull, Tuc- 
ker. — 22. 

N(K'i' — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, (Mlcs, Coulee, Fitzsimons, Foster, 
(iaic, Gilman, Goodhue, Griflin, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, 
liCe, Leonard, Livermore, iMadison, jr. , Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, l^agc, Parker, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sher- 
man, Sinnickson, Steele, Vining, Mliitc, Williamson, Wyn- 
koop. — 3S. 

Motion to The question being then taken on the motion to fdl the blank 
otrofFh^ words, “the city of Philadelphia,” and the ayes and 

ladelphia." noes being called, it was decided as follows: — 
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t/7i/cs — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
walader, Carroll, (Jlymer, Coles, Coulee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gil- 
man, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Ileislcr, Jackson, Lee, Leonard, 
Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Par- 
tridge, Scott, Seiiey, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 
Slone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Vining, White, Williamson, Wyn- 
koop. — .38. 

A^ocs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Blood worth, Burke, Floyd, 
Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Livermore, Van Rens.selaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Trumbull, Tuc- 
ker. — 22. 

The resolution was then agreed to in its amended form, to 
read, — 

Ji ('solved — That (’ongress shall meet and hold their next 
session at the city of PJiiladclphia.^^ 

On th(! ^3'lth of ]May, a similar resolution to that adopted by 
the House had been presented to the Senate, and its considcra- 
lion postponed until the 3d of June. The hill to determine tlie 
jKTinanent seat of Congress and the government of the United 
Slates, luwiiig been read a second time, on the 1st of .luno, was, 
on the 2(1, coininittcd to a conunittee, consisting of Messrs. 
Butler, Johnson, Henry, J^ee, and Dalton; and, on the same day, 
tlie resolutiuii which had passed the House of Representatives, 
ronc(;rning the place of the next meeting of Congress, w’as re- 
ferred to the same committee. On the 7th of June, the com- 
mittee rej)ortcd the hill; and, on the 8th, tlic Senate proceeded 
to the conslcleralion of the resolution and the hill, after an in- 
cflcclual motion to postpone the former. The question to con- 
por in the resolution of the house, was then taken by yeas and 
nays, and decided as follows: — 

U(vrv — Mt'ssrs. Bassett, Carroll, FJmer, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 
Maclay, Morris, Bead, Walker, and Wingate. — 11. 

Ae;/s — ^^ess^'J. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong. 
— 15. 

'rii(^ Sena((\ therefore, rcfuscul to concur in the resolution. 

I'he report of the committee on the bill to determine the per- 
manent seat of Congress, Ac., was then taken up. That report 
is as tbllows ; — 
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“ 1st. That, in their opinion, taking a combination of circum- s. journal, 
stances into consideration, the present session is a proper time b- 
for fixing on the permanent residence of Congress and the go- 
vernment of the United States, and, after due consideration, re- 
commend that it be placed on the eastern or nortli-casiern bank 
of the Potomac, 

“ lour committee further recommend, that such sums of mo- 
ney as may be offered by tlie state.s, for flie carrying this bill 
into cifect, may be accepted of: then the bill will read thus: — 

“ And, to accept of grants of money, or land.” Your cominiU(*e 
were of opinion, that Congress can best determine the term to be 
allowed for completing the ])uildings. 

“ With respect to the temporary residence of Congress, your 
committee, after weighing all circumstances, consider the ground 
of choice to be so narrowed, as to be fully in the view of the 
Senate. 

“ Your committee recommend, that the Senate should agree 
Avitli all the other parts of the bill.” 

It was then moved, that the opinion of the Senate ])c t.aken, 
whether it be expedient, at this time, to detiTinine upon any 
place for the j>crmanent seat of government of the United States ; 
and the question, being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as 
follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Few, (lunn, Hawkins, Jolinson, 
Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Seliuybu*, and Strong. — 

A^at/s — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, lillsworth, lOlmer, Henry, 
Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Bead, Walker, Wingate. — 12. 

The members being c(|ual, the \ ice*lb esident gave bi^ casting 
vote in the negative. Tiic report of the committee beit)g thus 
rejected, the consideration of the bill to determine the perma- 
nent seat of Congress, and the government of the United States, 
was resumed. A motion was then made, to fill up the blank in 
the first paragraph of the bill, with the words “ the easterly 
bank of the Potomac;” and this question, being taken b^ yeas and 
nays, was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard, King, and Schuyler. — 9. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, J*atcT.son, Bead, Strong, 

Walker, Wingate. — 15. 

An unsuccessful motion was tlicn made to postpone the consi- 
VoL. I.-~ll 
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Iftl Conj^resB. deration of the bill for a fortnit^ht. It was then moved to till 
- the blank with the word “ Jhiltirriore,’' and tliis question, being 
taken by yeas and nays, was derided as follows: — 

Yi'ds — Messrs. l)Utler, Few, fninn, Hawkins, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard. — 7. 

Ab//.v— Messrs. Fa^setf, C arroll, Dalton, lilL-worth, J!iJmcr,nem 
ry, King, Jiangdon, Leo, Maclay, Moi ris, Paterson, Read, Schuy- 
ler, Strong, Walker, and Wingate. — 17. 

Vunovis Another motion was (hen niad(; to j)ostpone the hill, hut it was s 

Trioiions (Jecide<l III till*. iK'L'ative: as was al>o a succeeding motion to post* I 
('onccriiing' ' . 

bill. pone its further C()n>id(a‘alion till the nc'xt session of Congress. A 

motion was tla'ii made to reject thi* tirst enacting clause of the 
hill, to wit: “ l>e it enacti'd hy the Se.nale and House of IvC])rc- 
sentatives of the I’nited States of America, in Congress assem- 
liled, "Jdiat a di.^tiictof ten itory, not exceeding ten miles .square, 

to be kx ated, as lit ia aftei' diiaa t(‘d, at , and the same is 

liereby accejited as tiie permanent s(‘at of ( bngrc'ss and the go- 
vernment of the Lnited States.” ''I'his motion was aLo decided 
in the negative', as v\;is a motion to adjourn, which w'as made 
irnnu'diate'ly alO'rwai ds. it was then moved to till the blank in 
the.' tirst clause ol the* hill, with the W'ords, ‘‘ V\ ilmingt(>n, in the 
state, ot Delaware." 'This motion wais rejected. No fiuther 
(piestion was taken on the' hill at that time. 
llous.M oil- t hi the Itlth of.luiK'. the lloioe of Kepi eseait.at Ives proc'ceded 1 

.sub rs ivM)- consid('ra(ion of their rc.-olution to hold the next s('s>ion at ^ 

ji'cUsl by Pliiladi'lpfiia, to which the He'iiatc* had disagreed : tiu' ayes and 
iSfimtr. heing taken, and the (piestion bting decided hy the follow- 

ing vote : — 

Ayt'.s and Ayvs^ — Messrs. Ashe, PaUhvin, Brow n, Cadwaladcr, C^arroll, 

nocs, Clyrner, ( bh.’s, Cbiitee, l'’itzsinu)ns, (iale, (iilman, Hritlin, Hart- 
lejTf lieister, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 
Parker, Scott, Senev, Sinnickson, Smith, of AlarvlancI, 
Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Vining, Wliite, W’illiarnson, W’ynkoop. 
— :i2. 


JVocs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, P>lo(Hlworth, Boudinof, Burke, 
Floyd, I'oster. ( i( rrv, ( loodliue, < rront, Hathorn, Huger, Hunt- 
ington, Jackson, l.aw rance, Leonard, J/ivermore, I’artridge, A'an 
Kciissclaer, Sc hureman, Sciigwick, Slierman, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, 'Fhalcher, Trumbull, Tucker, AVads- 
worth-~*>t). 

Mo onto It was then moved to (‘ommit the resolution to a committee of 
coiuimt. whole house, and the ayes mid iiocs being taken, the ques- 

tion was decided as follows*. — 


1790. 


■- Journat, 
I. 133. 


I. .Tournal, 
I. 337. 
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Aifvs — Messrs. Ames, l^enson, Boudinot, Burke. Flovd, Foster, 
Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, lliintiugton, Lawrance, 
Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Jlensselacr, Seliurenian, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
worth. — 28, 

J\Lk's — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Browm, Blood worth, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, C/Outee, Fitzsimons, Ciale, Gilman, 
Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, ]jCC, Madison, jr., Mathews, 
Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott. Seney, Sinnickson, 
Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. 
—33. 

A motion was then made to strike out the words, “ Cityofl'hi- 
ladelphia,” and insert, “ town of iktltimore.*’ On the tbllowing 
day, the question was taken on this njotion, by ayes and noes. and 
it was decided as follows: — 

Aijcn — Messrs. Ames, Iknson, Bloodworll), Burke, fdoyd, fos- 
ter, (ierry, Goodhue, (irout, Hatlioi n, Hug(M\ nuiiting((»n, .lack- 
son, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore. Fartridgc'. \'an Uen'^t laer. 
Sedgwick, Senf'y, Sherman, Silvester. Smilh, of Maryland. Sinilh, 
of S(uith ( arolina, vStoma Sturges, Sumpter, 'Fhatc Ikm-, Trum- 
bull, Tucker, Wadsworth. — 31. 

J\'oi’s — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carrofi, 
C'lvnu'r, Coles, Coulee, j'itzsimons, (ialc, (iilman. (hiffin, Hart- 
ley, Heister, Lee, Madison, jr., Matheus, Mi^ore, JM nhh nlx'rg, 
Page, Jkirker, Scott, Sinnickson, Steele, Vining, Wiiitc, H'illiam- 
son, Wynkoop. — 2H. 

The (question wa‘^ tluai taken by ayes and nocs, on the resolu- 
tion, as now amended, and was decided follows: — 

Aijt\s — Messrs. Ames, Ash, Jkildwin, Ihmson, Bloodworll), 
Brown, Burke, (aidwalader, Carroll, ( ly mer, ( lob s, ( outee;, Flovd, 
Foster, (iale, Gerry, Goodhue, (iriffin, (irout, Hartb‘y> Hathorn, 
Heister, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Li- 
vermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, l^ige, Ikir- 
ker, Partridge, Van Bensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sher- 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smilh, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
(Jliirolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, 
Vining, W^adsvvortli, White. — 53. 

jVbc,s — Messrs. Fitzsimons, Ciilman, Scliurcman, Tucker, Wil- 
liamson, Wynkoop. — G. 

On the 1 1th of June, the resolution was taken up by the Se- 
nate, when a motion wa.s made to postpone th(i consideration to 
this day fortnight: and tlie question being taken by yeas and 
nays, it was decided a-s follows: — ■ 


1790. 


.Tounul, 

p. 23S. 


Id p.239. 


Id p. 2 '><>, 
;jiw. 


S. Joururd, 
p.l.Sr, 13H. 
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Congress. Ysiis — Mcssrs. Butlcr, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw- 

2d Session. . . , . _ _ _____ 

kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, 

—13. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 

Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate. — 11. 

Senate According to this order, the Senate proceeded on the 28th of s. Journal, 
burtlrdc resolution for coasidcration, when a motion P* 

tcTm'mcAhc was made, aiid agreed to, to postpone the consideration thereof, 
sca”^ to take up tlic hill to determine the permanent scat of Congress 
and the government of the United States. At this stage, the 
Seniite consented to receive the representations of John O’Don- 
nell, in beli.'df of himself and others, citizens of Baltimore town, 
slating that town to be exceedingly commodious and eligible for 
the permanent seat of government of the United States; and 
Uepresen- the representation of Robert Peters, in behalf of himself and 
IVoru Haltl- freeholders, and oilier inhabitants of George Town, to 

inorc and tlie same ])urj)ose. A motion was then made to fill the blank in 
llie brst paragra[>h with the word ^‘ Baltimore,” and, the question 
being taken by yeas and nays, it was determined as follows: — 

Vcu.v — Messrs. Butler, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Stanton. — 10. 

./\^</i/v — M(Asrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, f Jawkins, Hen- 
ry, /iangdon, Leo, Maclay. Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong, Wal- 
ker, VV^ingate. — 1.^. 

Senate fills It was llicn moved, after ilic word “directed,” in the fifth line 
lip bluuK. strike out to the end of the clause, and insert “ on 

the river Potomac, at some place between the mouths of the 
Eastern Brandi and Connogoc hegue, be, and the same is hereby 
accepted for tlu^ pennanent seat of the government of the United 
>States: Pravi(/r(/, /k rc/V/nYiw, Tiiat the operation of the laws of 
the state, within sudi district, shaK not be affected by this ac- 
ceptance juulil the time fixed for the r(*mnval of the government 
I|lieret|^|^l9il4 |Wl.til Gongress shall otherwise by law provide.” 

being taken on this motion by yeas and nays, 
i|^as dedwlid4i follows: — 

f,p-Y^as — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Foster, 

Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, l.,ee, Maclay, Mor- 
ris, Read, WAilker. — KJ. 

AV/y.v — Me.^-rs. Dalton, worth, Johnson, King, Paterson, 

Schuyler, Stanton. Strong, AVingate. — 9. 

MoUun^io It was theai moved to amend the hill to read ai follows: bb p. 167, 

AnAUKlbill. word “authorized," in the second clause, strike out 

to the end of tlie sjiid clause, and insert, “ to appoint and, 
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istconpross. by Supplying vacancies happening from refusals to act, or other 

Md Si'psjon. j i • . 1 

causes, to keep in appointment, as long as may be necessary, 

Motions to three commissioners, who, or any two of whom, shall, under the 
<hrcction of the President, survey, and, by proper metes and 
bounds, define and limit, a district or territory, under the limita- 
tions above mentioned; and the district, so defined, limited and 
located, sliall be deemed the district accepted by this act for the 
permanent seat of the government of the United States.” This 
motion was agreed to. 

It was then moved to subjoin to the amendment last agreed to, 
as follows: — And be it enacted, that the said commissioners, 
or any two of them, shall have power to purcliasc or accept such 
quantity of land on the eastern side of the said river, within the 
said district, as the President shall deem proper, for the use of 
the United States; and, according to such jilans as the Presi- 
dent shall apjirove, tlic said commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall, ])rior to the first AJonday in December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred, provide suitable buildings for the ac- 
commodation of Congress, and of the President, and for the 
public ofhccs of the government of the United Slates.’’ 

A motion was then made to amend liiis amendment, so as that 
it should read, ^^jirior to the first Monday in December, one 
thousand seven Jiundred and ninety-four;^’ and the question on 
this motion, the yeas and nays being taken, was decided as fol- 
low’s: — 

Vecis' — Messrs. Butler, Few, Foster, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Schuyler, Stanton. — 

— JVIcssrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dallon, JClIsworth, KImer, 

Ilawkin.s, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, 

Head, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 

A motion w'as then made to amend the proposed amendment, 
so as tliat it should read, prior to the first Monday in Decem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which mo- 
tion also was negatived, the yeas and nays being calliid, as fol- 
lows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Sec orlgi- 
Schuyler, Stanton. — 8. ' 

JYa^s — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Lllsworth, Elmer, [Thrpriiit- 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Pa- 
terson, Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 17, 

The amendment, as it originally stood, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved, to strike out the third, fourth, and fifth 
clauses in tlie bill, and to insert the following And be it en- 
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lat^ngresa. Yeos — Mcssrs. Butlcr, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw- 

SdSeMion. , . _ . _ _ __ _ _ _ 

kins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, 

—13. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Henry, Langdon, Lee, 
Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate. — 11. 

Senate According to this order, the Senate proceeded on the 28th of 
SlTo^dc- resolution for consideration, when a motion 

terminethe Was made, and agreed to, to postpone the consideration thereof, 
to take up the bill to determine the permanent seat of Congress 
and the government of the United States. At this stage, the 
Senate consented to receive the representations of John O’Don- 
nell, in behalf of himself and others, citizens of Baltimore town, 
stating that town to be exceedingly commodious and eligible for 
the permanent seat of governmci»t of the United States; and 
Represen- the representation of Robert Peters, in behalf of himself and 
from Haiti- ^thcr freeholders, and other inhabitants of George Town, to 
more and the same purpose. A motion was then made to (ill the blank in 
Town.^ paragraph with the word Baltimore,” and, the question 

being taken by yeas and nays, it was determined as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Stanton. — 10. 

Mtys — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Langdon, 1^‘e, Maclay. Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong, Wal- 
ker, Wingate. — 15. 

Senate fills It was then moved, after the word “ directed,” in the fifth line 
“P • of the bill, to strike out to the end of the clause, and insert “ on 
the river Potomac, at some place between the mouths of the 
Eastern Branch and Coniiogochcgue, be, and the same is hereby 
accepted for tlic permanent seat of the government of the United 
States; Provided^ nevertheless, That the operation of the laws of 
the state, within siK:h district, shall not be affected by this ac- 
MuUl the lime fixed for the removal of the government 
H®til Congress shall otherwise by law provide.” 
being taken on this motion by yeas and nays, 

was decided 4s follows : — 

^^tt^—Mcssrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Foster, 
Iffawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Mor- 
ris, Read, Walker. — 10. 

JVays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Jolinson, King, Paterson, 
Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 9. 

Motions to It was then moved to amend the bill to read as follows: 
«nen bUl. ^fter the word *• authorized," in the second clause, strike out 
to tlic cjid of the said clause, and insert, “ to appoint, and, 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 167. 


Id. p, 167, 
168. 
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by supplying vacancies happening from refusals to act, or other 
^ causes, to keep in appointment, as long as may be necessary, 
mS"* ^ commissioners, who, or any two of whom, shall, under the 
direction of the President, survey, and, by proper metes and 
bounds, define and limit, a district or territory, under the limita- 
tions above mentioned; and the district, so defined, limited and 
located, shall be deemed the district accepted by this act for the 
permanent seat of the government of the United States.” This 
motion was agreed to. 

It was then moved to subjoin to the amendment last agreed to, 
as follows: — And be it enacted, that the said commissioners, 
or any two of them, shall have power to purchase or accept such 
quantity of land on the eastern side of the said river, within the 
said district, as the President shall deem proper, for the use of 
the United States; and, according to such plans as the Presi- 
dent shall approve, the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall, prior to the first Monday in December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred, provide suitable buildings for llie ac- 
commodation of Congress, and of the President, and for the 
public offices of the government of the United States.” 

A motion was then made to amend this amendment, so as that 
it should read, prior to the first Monday in December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four;” and the question on 
this motion, the yeas and nays being taken, was decided as fol- 
lows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Foster, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Schuyler, Stanton. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, 

Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — IG. 

A motion was then made to amend the proposed amendment, 
so as that it should read, prior to the first Monday in Decem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, which mo- 
tion also was negatived, the yeas and nays being called, as fol- 
lows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, See origi- 
Schuyler, Stanton. — 8. nutefl"'*' 

Nays — Messrs. Bas.sett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, [Tlie print- 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Pa- 
terson, Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 17. 

The amendment, as it originally stood, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved, to strike out the third, fourth, and fifth 
clauses in the bill, and to insert the following: — And be it cn- 
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defraying the expense of such purchases and 
buildings, the President of the United States be authorized and 
requested to accept grants of money, and cause to be borrowed 
a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, at an inte- 
rest not exceeding six/jer cent.; for the payment of which, and 
repayment of the principal within twenty years, so much of the 
duties on imposts and tonnage as may be sufficient, is hereby 
pledged and appropriated.’’ And the question on this motion 
being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows: — 

Yean — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Few, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Stan- 
ton, Walker. — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Foster, Johnson, 

King, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate. — 10. 

It was then moved further to amend the bill, by adding to the 
clause last agreed to, the following: — 

And be it enacted, that, on the first Monday in December, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred, the seat of the government 
of the United States shall, by virtue of this act, be transferred 
to the district and place aforesaid: and all offices attached to the 
said seat of government, shall, accordingly, be removed thereto 
by their respective holders; and shall, after the said day, cease 
to be exercised elsewhere: and the necessary expense of such re- 
moval shall be defrayed out of the duties on imposts and ton- 
nage, of which a sufficient sum is hereby appropriated.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Hawkins, Henry, g. journal, 
Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walk- p-168,169. 
er. — lv3. 

Nays — Messrs.^Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Foster, John- 
son, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

The last paragraph of the bill was then taken up for conside- 
ration; to wit: — 

“And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 
the temporary residence of Congress shall be, and continue in 
the — till the year , and no longer.” 

It wis'llen moved to fill the first blank with the words “ city 
.^New YorTc;” and the yeas and nays being taken, the question 
was decided as follow’s; — 

Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John- 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, 
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Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Hawkins, * Henry, 
Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate. 12. 

The consideration of the bill having been resumed on the 
following day, it was moved, to fill the second blank in the pa- 
ragraph with the words “one thousand eight hundred:’’ and this 
question, the yeas and nays being called, was decided as fol- 
lows: — 


Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, 
Johiston, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, Stan- 
ton. — 1 3. 


Nays — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Few, Gunn, Henry, 

Maclay, Morris, Read, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 12. 

The question was then taken on the paragragh, as amended 
by the filling up of the blanks: and the yeas and nays being taken, 
it was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Few, 

Gunn, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Strong, 

Walker, Wingate. — lb. 

This paragraph having thus been rejected, it was moved to 
subjoin the following, in lieu of that which had been struck 
out: — 

“ And be it enacted, that, prior to the first Monday in Decem- 
ber next, all offices attached to the scat of the government of the 
United States, shall be removed to, and, until the said first Mon- 
day in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, shall 
remain at the city of Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsylvania: s. Journal, 
at which place the two houses do hereby resolve, that the session P* 
of Congress next ensuing the present shall be held.” 

And a motion was then made to amend thjs motion, so as to 
make the paragraph read as follows: — 

“ And be it enacted, That Congress shall continue to hold ibeir 
sessions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De- 
cember, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; 
and from and after the said first Monday in December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, Congress shall hold their 
sessions in the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to 
hold the same, until the first Monday of December, one thousand 
eight hundred.” 

The yeas and nays being called on the last motion, the ques- 
tion was decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John- 
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son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

JVdys — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 
Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Reed, Walker, Wingate. — 13. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the 
question in the negative. 

A further motion was then made to amend the proposed amend- 
ment, so as to read as follows : — 

“And be it enacted, That Congress shall continue to bold 
their sessions in the city of New York until the first Monday 
in December, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four : and from and after the said first Monday in December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. Congress shall hold their 
sessions in the town of Baltimore, and shall continue there to hold 
the same until the first Monday of December, one thousand eight 
hundred.” 

The yeas and nays being called on this question, it was de- 
cided as follows ; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard, King, Schuyler, Stanton. — 10. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, Read, 
Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 10. 

It was then moved to amend the proposed amendment, as fol- 
lows : — 

“And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That Congress 
shall continue to hold their sessions in the city of New York, till 
the first Monday of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two ; and from and after that period, to adjourn to the 
city of Philadelphia, where Congress shall hold their sessions till 
tbe first Monday in December, one thousand eight hundred, and 
no longer.” 

, question being taken on this motion, by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John- 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate. — 13. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the 
question in the negative. 

The question was then taken on tbe original proposition to 
amend, and the yeas and nays being taken, it was decided as fol- 
lows .* — 


1790. 
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Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawking, Henry, 

Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, Wingate. — 13 . 

JVays — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, F'ew, Foster, Johnson, 

Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. — 13 . 

The Vice-President being again required to vote, in conse* 
quence of the equal division of the Senate, decided this question 
in the negative. 

A motion was then made that the bill receive its third reading, 
but a subsequent motion to adjourn having been successful, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed. 

On the 30th of June, the bill was again taken up, and a mo- S. Journal, 
lion being made to reconsider the last paragraph of the bill, wliich 
was yesterday struck out, it was decided in the affirmative. It 
was then moved to amend the paragraph, to read as follows; — 

And be it enacted, That, prior to the first Monday in De- 
cember next, all offices attached to the scat of the government of 
the United States, shall be removed to, and, until the said first 
Monday in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall remain at the city of Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, at which place the session of Congress, next ensuing the 
present, shall be held.’’ 

And a motion was then made to amend this motion to read as 
follows : — 

And be it enacted, That Congress shall continue to hold their 
sessions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De- 
cember, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four ; 
and, from and after the said first Monday of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, Congress shall hold their ses- 
sions in the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to hold 
the same, until the first Monday of December, one thousand 
eight hundred.” 

This last motion to amend was then negatived. It was then Id. p. 172 . 
moved, to amend the original proposition so as to read — 

‘‘ And be it enacted, That Congress shall continue to hold their 
sessions in the city of New York, until the first Monday in De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two ; and, from 
and after the said first Monday of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two. Congress shall hold their sessions in 
the city of Philadelphia, and shall continue there to hold the 
same until the first Monday of December, one thousand eight 
hundred.” 

And this motion was also decided in the negative. The ques- 
VoL. L — 12 
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2 d*SfoT** taken on the original proposition to amend, and 

~ the yeas and nays being called, it was decided as follows: — 

yea5 — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Walker, 
Wingate. — 14. 

J^ays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, John- 
ston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. — 12. 

Thus, by the accession of Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, to 
the majority, the vote of the preceding day was reversed. 

A successful motion was then made to reconsider the following 
clause of the bill agreed to on yesterday : — 

And cause to be borrowed a sum not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars, at an interest not exceeding six per cent.; for 
payment of which, and repayment of the principal within twen- 
ty years, so much of the duties on imposts and tonnage as may 
be sufficient, is hereby pledged and appropriated.” 

And it was then moved to expunge the whole paragraph. The 
question being taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as fol- 
lows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Henry, Johnson, King, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Schuyler, Strong, Walker, Wingate. — 19. 

JVays — Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, 

Stanton. — 7. 

The question Shall the bill pass to the third reading ?” was 
then taken, and, the yeas and nays being called, it was decided 
as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Few, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, 

Read, Walker, Wingate. — 16. 

JVays — Messrs. *Dalton, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, Izard, 

King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. — 10. 
m\ order- The bill was accordingly ordered to be engrossed. And, on s. Journal, 
cd to be following day, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of P* 
the bill, when an unsuccessful motion was made to amend the 
reading. bill by striking out, in the first clause, the words “ between the 
mouths of the eastern branch and Connogochegue,” for the pur- 
pose of inserting the words “ within thirty miles of Hancock 
town,” 

Motions to It was then moved lo strike out the words from the fifth clause 
amend, ** December next,” and to insert, 

^ the first Monday^iJPUy next.” The yeas and nays being 
called on this motioii» ttie question was decided as follows : — 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


9] 


Chip. L 


1st Congress. 
2(i Session. 


Passage of 
biU. 


Title. 


First and 
second 
reading in 
house. 


Motions to 
amend. 


Ayes and 
nocs. 


Organization of Houses— Rules, &.c. 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, John- 
son, Johnston, Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong. 
—13. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Head, Walker, Wingate. 
—13. 

The members being equal, the Vice-President recorded his 
vote in the negative. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to restore the clause 
authorizing a loan of one hundred thousand dollars, &.c. And 
the question on the passage of the bill being taken by yeas and 
nays, was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Elmer, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Bead, 
Walker. — 14. 

Nai/s — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Johnson, 
Izard, King, Paterson, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

It was then ordered that the title of the bill be, An act for 
establishing the temporary and permanent scat of the government 
of the United States.’’ 

On the 2d of July, the bill was received in the House of Re- 
presentatives, and having received its first and second reading, 
was committed to a committee of the whole house for the follow- 
ing Tuesday. The committee had the bill under consideration 
on the Gth, 7th, and 8th of July; and on tlie last named day, it 
was reported to the house without amendment. On the 9th, the 
bill was taken up for consideration, when a motion was made to 
strike out the words, “Potomac, at some place between the 
mouths of the eastern branch, and Conogochegue,” and insert 
the words “ Delaware, at a place not more than eight miles 
above, and sixty miles below the falls therebf. ” The question 
being taken by ayes and noes, it was decided as follows: — 

J2yes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Ger- 
ry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 
SJierman, Silvester, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 22. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Blood worth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutec, Fitzsimons, Gale, 
Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Se- 
vier, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, White, Wil- 
liamson, Wynkoop, — 39. 


1790. 


S. .Tounial, 
p. irx 


11. Journal, 
p. 255. 


Id. p. 258. 
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It was then moved to strike out the same words, and insert, H. Journal, 
in lieu thereof, the words, in the state of Pennsylvania, in- P* 
eluding Germantown.’^ And the question being taken by ayes 
and noes, it was decided as follows: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Ger- 
ry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Sturges, Wadsworth. — 22. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ileisler, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sehey, Sevier, Sin- 
nickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, White, 
Williamson, W^mkoop. — 39. 

A motion was then made to strike out the same words, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words, between the rivers Susque- 
hannah and Potomac, at the most healthy and convenient place; 
having due regard to the navigation of the Atlantic Ocean, and the 
situation of the western territory.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided as 
follows: — 

jQyes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Ger- id. p. 260. 
ry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 25. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore,* Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, 

Sherman, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, 

White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 36. 

Another motion was then made to strike out the same words, 
and to insert, in lieu thereof, the words, “ in the state of Mary- 
land, including the town of Baltimore.” And the question be- 
ing taken by ayes and noes, on the first branch of the motion, 
namely, to strike out the words “ on the river Potomac,” &c., a 
division of the question having been demanded, it was decided 
as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, BoUdinot, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, i<k p. 260, 
Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Li- 
vermore. Partridge. Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Se- 
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ney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 26. 

JVbe^ — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodvvorlh, Brown, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, 

Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, 

Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Williamson, 
Wynkoop. — 34. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out the words 
“ purchase, or;” and the question being taken by ayes and nocs, 
it was decided as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, 
Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Li- 
vermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sc- 
ney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 26. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sin- 
nickson, Steele, Slone, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Wil- 
liamson, Wynkoop. — 35. 

A motion was then made to amend the bill, by inserting, after ii.jonnuil, 
the word purchase,’^ in the third section, the words “with such 
money only as may be granted to the President of the United 
States, in the manner hereinafter provided.” And the question 
being taken on this motion by ayes and nocs, it was decided as 
follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, 
Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro- 
lina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 26. 

JSFoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clyiher, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hart- 
ley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muh- 
lenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, 

Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 33. 

It was moved to amend the bill, by adding to the end of the 
third section the words following: — 

“ Provided, That the purchases and buildings aforesaid shall 
not exceed the sum of — ■■■ dollars.” 
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The question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, it 
was decided as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Censon, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 
Gerry, Grout, liathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 
Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 26. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, 
Coles, Coutce, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, 
Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 
Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Tuc- 
ker, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 32. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by striking out the fifth 
section, which reads as follows: — 

“ And be it enacted. That, prior to the first Monday in De- 
cember next, all offices attached to the seat of the government 
of the United States, shall be removed to, and, until the said first 
Monday in December, in the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall remain at the city of Philadelphia, in the state of Penn- 
sylvania; at which place the session of Congress, next ensuing 
the present, shall be held.” 

And the question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, 
it was decided as follows : — 

Aijes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, 
Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, liathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Sil vester. Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
worth. — 28. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Bjildwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 
Clymer, Coles, Coufee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif- 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 
Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — S3. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out, in the 
fifth section, the words “ December next,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words “ May, one thousand seven hundred and ninc- 
ty-two.” And the question being taken on this motion by ayes 
and noes, it was decided as follows : — 

Ai/es — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, 
Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 
Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 263. 


Id. p. 263, 
264. 
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ist Congress, of Soulh Carolina, Sturees, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
worth. — 28. 

Motions to JVbes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cad walader, Carroll, Cly- 
amtnd. Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, 

Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, 

Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 32. 

It was then moved to strike out the word “December,” and ii.jovn-nal, 
insert the word “ Ma 3 \” And the question on this motion being P-264,265, 
taken by ayes and noes, it was decided as follows: — 

Aj/es — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Blood worth, Boudinot, Burke, 

Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
worth. — 28. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif- 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Matliews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 33. 

A motion was then made to strike out the words “ at which 
place the session of Congress next ensuing the present shall be 
held.” And the question being taken by ayes and noes, it w^as 
decided as follow^s: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, J^conard, Liver- 
more, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 

Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth. — 20. 

JYoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Browm, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Grif- 
fin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 33. 

It was then moved to amend the bill by adding to the fifth 
section the following proviso: — 

“ Provided, 7icvertheless, That whenever the President of the 
United States shall receive authentic information that the pub- 
lic buildings aforesaid are so far completed as to be fit for the 
reception of both houses of Congress, all offices attached to the 
seat of government shall be removed thereto, any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
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And the question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, 
it was decided as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Benson, Bloodworth, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Law- H. Journal, 
ranee. Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Thatcher, Tucker. — 13. 

JVbes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, CJymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Foster, 

Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Hun- 
tington, Jackson, Lee, Leonard, Livernf>ore, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, 
Williamson, Wynkoop. — 48. 

Motions were then successively made that the bill be read a Id. p. 266, 
third time on Monday and to-morrow, both of which were nega- 
tived, as was also a motion to adjourn, and the bill was ordered 
to receive its third reading now. On the question that the bill 
do pass, the ayes and noes being taken, it was decided as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griffin, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Sevier, Sinnickson, Stcclc, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 32. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Foster, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Law- 
rance, Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

W adsworth. — 29, 

The approval of the President was notified to the Senate on s. Journal, 
the 16th of July. A motion was made, on the 7th of August, for P* 
leave to bring in a hill to repeal the fifth section of this act, but id. p. 204. 
it proved unsuccessful. 

On the 8th of June, the House of Representatives appointed h. Journal, 
Messrs. Wadsworth, Carroll, and Hartley, a committee to join P- 
with such committee as the Senate might appoint, to report a time 
for the adjournment of the session, such business as might be con- 
veniently postponed, and such as it was important for Congress to 
act upon. The Senate, on the 21st of June, appointed Messrs, s. Journal, 
Strong, Bassett, and Walker, to be a committee, on their part. P* 

On the 28th of June, a report was made to both houses, by this id. p. 166. 
committee, which was laid on the table for consideration. The 
report was taken up by the House on the 15lh of July, and the h, Joumal, 
following resolution was adopted : — P* 251. 
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]st Congress. “ Resolvcd — That, in the opinion of this house, the business now h. Journal, 

: — depending before the two houses may be finished by Tuesday, the P* 

‘ 27th instant, and that it will be convenient and proper that an 
adjournment of the present session of Congress should take place 
on that day.” 

Senate lays On the IGth, the Senate laid this resolution on the table, where S. Journal, 

on table, suffered to remain ; and, on the 6th of August, the House 

House passed another resolution, fixing on the lOth, as the day of ad- H. Journal, 
journment. The Senate laid this resolution also on the table. P* 

Se nate lays following day, the Senate concurred in this resolution, s. Journal, 

on table— Qn the 10th, the Senate repealed this resolution, and fixed on 

the 12th as the day of adjournment. The House concurring in id. 207. 
changed, this resolution, the usual interchange of messages look place, and 
Vote of on the 12th of August, the Senate having resolvcd a vote of id. p. 209. 
the^fty of corporation of the city of JNcw York, for the clc- 

New York, gant and convenient accommodations provided for Congress,” tlic 
Adjourn- two houses adjourned to meet at Philadelphia, on the first Mon- 
ment. December next. 


THIRD 8EI^I§iIO]\. 

]hl Congress. On Monday, the Glh of December, the two houses reassembled 1790-91. 

a«l Session • 1 1 1 /• 1 - 

Philadelpliia. At this sc.ssion, the whole of the 
Congress •' ‘ 

assemble at tljirtccn statcs wcTC represented. 

Philadel- Senate having assembled, it was ascertained that the 

phia. ® 

Vice-President and thirteen senators, to wit: — Messrs. Langdon, 

Quorum in Wingate, Dalton, Ellsworth, King, Maclay, Morris, Bassett, John- s. Journal, 
Senate. Hawkins, Butler, Izard, and Few, all members at the last P' 

session, were present. The Senate then received the credentials 
of Philemon Dickinson, of New Jersey, in the place of Governor 
Paterson, resigned; and of James Monroe, of Virginia, in the 
place of William Grayson, deceased. 

On the first day, a quorum of members did not appear in the 
House; but on Tuesday, the 7th, a sufficient number were pre- 
sent, to wit: — Messrs. Foster, Gilman, Livermore, of New Hamp- 
shire; Ames, Goodhue, Thatcher, of Massachusetts ; Huntington, 

Sherman, Sturges, of Connecticut ; Benson, Floyd, Lawrance, Sil- 
vester, of New York ; Boudinot,Cadwalader, Schureman, of New 
Jersey; Clymer, Fitzsimons, Ileistcr, F. A. Muhlenberg, P.Miih- 
VoL. I.— 13 
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aa^Sion**’ Scott, Wynkoop, of Pennsylvania ; Seney, of Maryland ; 

Brown, Griftln, Lee, Madison, jr., of Virginia; Bloodworth, Wil- 
* liamson, of North Carolina ; Huger, Smith, of South Carolina; 
Baldwin, of Georgia. The credentials of William B. Gills, of 
Virginia, returned in the place of Thcodoric Bland, deceased, 
were received. 

Committee The houses having notified each other that a quorum was pre- 

Pj.esident^ a joint committee, consisting of Messrs. Langdon and Mor- 
ris, on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Boudinot, LawTance, 
and Smith, of South Carolina, on the part of the House, was ap- 
pointed to inform the President that the two houses had assem- 
bled. It is worthy of remark, that resolutions appointing this 
joint committee were passed simultaneously by tlie two houses. 
'Phe resolution of ihe Senate, after imbodying the fact that a 
quorum of the two houses is assembled,^’ concluded in the fol- 
lowing words: — ‘‘and will be ready, in the senate chamber, at 
such time as the President of the United States may appoint, to 
receive any communications he may be pleased to make.’’ The 
house disagreed to this resolution: and the Senate concurred in 
the resolve of the House, which simply announced the fact that 
Report. “ a ({uorum is assembled.” On Ihe same day, the committee re- 
ported that the President “ proposed to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, to 
meet the two houses in the senate chamber.” 

Accordingly, on the following day, tlic President came to the 
senate chamber, where the two houses had assembled, and ad- 
dressed them as follows: — 


S. Journal, 

p. 216. 

II. Journal, 
p. 330. 


Id. p. 331, 
332. 

S. Jouriui], 
p.216,217, 
218, 


“ Fellow Citizens of the Senate and House of Rcjiresenia- 
lives : — 

speech of “ In meeting you again, I feel much satisfaction in being able 
Trcsidcnt. repeat my congratulations on the favourable prospects which 
continue to distinguish our public afiairs. The abundant fruits 
of another year have blessed our country with plenty, and with 
the means of a flourishing commerce. The progress of public cre- 
dit is witnessed by a considerable rise of American stock abroad 
as well as at home: and the revenues, allotted for this and other na- 
tional purposes, have been productive beyond the calculations by 
which they were regulated. This latter circumstance is the more 
pleasing, as it is not only a proof of the fertility of our resources, 
hut as it assures us of a further increase of the national respecta- 
bility^ and credit: and, let me add, as it bears an honourable tes- 
timony to the patriotism and integrity of the mercantile and 
marine part of our citizens. The punctuality of the former, in 
discharging their engagements, lias been exemplary. 
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<< In conforming to the powers vested in me by acts of the 
last session, a loan of three millions of florins, towards which 
some provisional measures had previously taken place, has been 
completed in Holland. As well the celerity with which it has 
been filled, as the nature of the terms, (considering the more 
than ordinary demand for borrowing, created by the situation of 
Europe,) give a reasonable hope that the further execution of 
these powers may proceed with advantage and success. The 
secretary of the treasury has my directions to communicate 
such further particulars as may be requisite for more precise in- 
formation. 

Since your last session, I have received communications by 
which it appears that the district of Kentucky, at present a part 
of Virginia, has concurred in certain propositions contained in 
a law of that state, in consequence of which, the district is to be- 
come a distinct member of the Union, in case the requisite sanc- 
tion of Congress be added. For this sanction, application is now 
made. I shall cause the papers, on this very important transac- 
tion, to be laid before you. The liberality and harmony witli 
which it has been conducted, will be found to do great lionour 
to both the parties: and the sentiments of warm attachment to 
the Union and its present government, expressed by our fellow 
citizens of Kentucky, cannot fail to add an affectionate concern 
for their particular welfare, to the great national impressions un- 
der which you will decide in the case submitted to you. 

It has been heretofore known to Congress, that frequent in- 
cursions have been made on our frontier settlements by certain 
banditti of Indians, from the north-west side of the Ohio. 
These, with some of the tribes dwelling on, and near, the Wa- 
bash, have, of late, been particularly active in their depreda- 
tions, and, being emboldened by the impunhy of their crimes, 
and aided by such parts of the neighbouring tribes, as could be 
seduced to join in their hostilities, or aflbrd them a retreat for 
their prisoners and plunder, they have, instead of listening to 
the humane invitations and overtures made on the part of the 
United Slates, renewed their violences with fresh alacrity and 
greater efiect. The lives of a number of valuable citizens have 
thus been sacrificed, and some of them under circumstances pe- 
culiarly shocking: whilst others have been carried into a deplo- 
rable captivity. 

“ These aggravated provocations rendered it essential to the 
safety of the western settlements, that the aggressors should be 
made sensible that the government of the Union is not less ca- 
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1st Congress, pablc of punlshing their crimes, than it is disposed to respect 

— their rights and reward their attachments. As this object could 

^es^ent^^ not be effected by defensive measures, it became necessary to put 
in force the act which empowers the President to call out the mi- 
litia, for the protection of the frontiers; and Phave, accordingly, 
authorized an expedition, in which the regular troops in that 
quarter are combined with such draughts of militia as were 
deemed sufficient: the event of the measure is yet unknown to 
me. The secretary of war is directed to lay before you a state- 
ment of the information on which it is founded, as well as an 
estimate of the expense with which it will be attended. 

The disturbed situation of Europe, and particularly the cri- 
tical posture of the great maritime powers, whilst it ought to 
make us the more thankful for the general peace and security en- 
joyed by the United States, reminds us, at the same time, of the 
circumspection with which it becomes us to preserve these bless- 
ings. It requires, also, that we should not overlook the ten- 
dency of a war, and even preparations for a war, among the na- 
tions most concerned in active commerce with this country, to 
abridge the means, and thereby at least enhance the price of 
transporting its valuable productions to their proper markets. I 
recommend it to your serious reflections, how far and in what 
mode it may be expedient to guard against embarrassments from 
these contingencies, by such encouragements to our owm naviga- 
tion as wdll render our commerce and agriculture less dependent 
on foreign bottoms, which may fail us in the very moments most 
interesting to both of these great objects. Our fisheries, and 
the transportation of our own produce, offer us abundant means 
for guarding ourselves against this evil. 

“ Your attention seems to be not less due to that particular 
branch of our trade w'hich belongs to the Mediterranean. So many 
circumstances unite in rendering the present state of it distress- 
ful to us, that you will not think any deliberations misemployed, 
which may lead to its relief and protection. 

<< The laws you have already passed, for the establishment of 
a judiciary system, have opened the doors of justice to all de- 
scriptions of persons. You will consider, in your wisdom, whe- 
ther improvements in that system may yet be made; and, parti- 
cularly, whether a uniform process of executions or sentences, is- 
suing from the federal courts, be not desirable through all the 
states. 

‘‘The patronage of our commerce, of our merchants and sea- 
men, has called for the appointment of consuls in foreign couiv- 
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tries. It seems expedient to regulate by law the exercise of that 
jurisdiction, and those functions which are permitted them, ei- 
ther by express convention, or by a friendly indulgence, in the 
places of their residence. The consular convention, too, with 
His Most Chris®l Majesty, has stipulated, in certain cases, 
the aid of the national authority to his consuls established here. 
Some legislative provision is requisite to carry these stipulations 
into full effect. 

The establishment of the militia, of a mint, of standards of 
weights and measures, of the post olfice and post roads, are sub- 
jects which, I presume, you will resume of course, and which 
are abundantly urged by their own-importance. 

Gentlemen of the House of Rejireseniatives : — 

<^The sufficiency of the revenues you have established for 
the objects to which they are appropriated, leaves no doubt that 
the residuary provisions will be commensurate to the other ob- 
jects for which the public faith stands now pledged. Allow me, 
moreover, to hope that it will be a favourite policy with you not 
merely to secure a payment of tiic interest of the debt funded; 
but, as far and as fast as the growing resources of the country will 
permit, to exonerate it of the principal itself. The appropria- 
tion you have made of the western lands explains your disposi- 
tions on this subject; and I am persuaded the sooner that valua- 
ble fund can be made to contribute, along with other means, to 
the actual reduction of the public debt, the more salutary will 
the measure be to every public interest, as well as the more sa- 
tisfactory to our constituents. 

Gentlemen of the Sc7iate and House of Representatives : — 
In pursuing the various and weighty business of the present 
session, I indulge the fullest persuasion that. your consultations 
will be equally marked with wisdom, and animated by the love 
of your country. In whatever belongs to my duty, you shall 
have all the co-operation which an undiminished zeal for its wel- 
fare can inspire. It will be happy for us both, and our best re- 
ward, if, by a successful administration of our respective trusts, 
we can make the established government more and more instru- 
mental in promoting the good of our fellow citizens, and more 
and more the object of their attachment and confidence. 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United SicUes, December Sth, 1790,” 

Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Izard, were appointed a commit- 
tee of the Senate, to prepare an address to the President, in an- 
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i8t Congress. swCF to his speech. The report of the committee was made on 

3il Session. ^ ^ ^ -r-. . « * » 

77“ the 10th of December, and was amended. The President having 
lion of the . , -a, , , i i u -i. 

answer of appointed Monday, the 13th, to receive the address, it was, on 

the Senate. communicated to him by the Vice-President, in the pre- 

sence of the Senate, as follows : — 

To the President of the United States of America : — 

Answer of “ We receive, sir, with particular satisfaction, the communi- 
Scnatc. cations contained in your speech, which confirm to us the pro- 
gressive state of the public credit, and aflbrd, at the same time, 
a new proof of the solidity of the foundation on which it rests ; 
and we cheerfully join in the acknowledgment which is due to 
the probity and patriotism of the mercantile and marine part of 
our fellow citizens, whose enlightened attachment to the princi- 
ples of good government is not less conspicuous in this, than it has 
been in other important respects. 

“ In confidence that every constitutional preliminary has been 
observed, we assure you of our disposition to concur in giving the 
requisite sanction to the admission of Kentucky, as a distinct 
member of the Union; in doing which, we shall anticipate the 
happy etfects to be expected from the sentiments of attachment 
towards the Union, and its present government, which have been 
expressed by the patriotic inhabitants of that district. 

While we regret that the continuance and increase of the 
hostilities .and depredations which have distressed our north-west- 
ern frontiers, should have rendered oflensive measures necessary, 
we feel an entire confidence in the sufficiency of the motives 
which liave produced them, and in the wisdom of the dispositions 
w Inch have been concerted, in pursuance of the powers vested in 
you : and whatever may have been the event, we shall cheerfully 
concur in the provisions which the expedition that has been un- 
dertaken, may require on the part of the legislature, and on any 
other which the future peace and safety of our frontier settle- 
ments may call for. 

“ The critical posture of the European powers will engage a 
due portion of our attention, and we shall be ready to adopt any 
measures, which a prudent circumspection may suggest, for the 
preservation of the blessings of peace. The navigation, and the 
fisheries of the United States, are objects too interesting not to 
inspire a disposition to promote them, by all the means which 
shall appear to us consistent with their natural progress and per- 
manent prosperity. 

“ Impressed with the importance of a free intercourse with the 
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1 st Congress. Mediterranean, we shall not think any deliberations misemployed, 

which may conduce to the adoption of proper measures for re- 

Answcr of movinff the impediments that obstruct it. 

Senate. 

“ The improvement of the judiciary system, and the other im- 
portant objects td^which you have pointed our attention, will not 
fail to engage the consideration they respectively merit. 

In the course of our deliberations, upon every subject, we 
shall rely upon that co-operation W'hich an undiminished zeal, 
and incessant anxiety for the public welfare, on your part, so tho- 
roughly ensure; and, as it is our anxious desire, so it shall be our 
constant endeavour, to render the established government more 
and more instrumental in promoting the good of our fellow citi- 
zens, and more and more the object of their attachment and con- 
fidence.” 

The President of the United States was pleased to make the 
following reply : — 

Reply of Gentlemen: These assurances of favourable attention to the s. Journal, 
ivcbideiit. s^| 3 j 0 cts I have recommended, and of entire confidence in my J’* 
view^s, make the impression on me which 1 ought to feel. 1 thank 
you for them botli, and shall continue to rely much for the suc- 
cess of all our measures for the public good, on the aid they will 
receive from the wisdom and integrity of your councils. 

^‘Ci. Washing T ox.” 

Commit- Messrs. Madison, Ames, and Tucker, were, on tlic 9th, ap- jr.-iournal, 
pointed a committee of the House of Ilcprcscntativcs, to carry 
into efiect a resolution adopted ?)y the house, “that an address 
present ad- ought to be prepared by the house, to the President of llic United 
dress. States, in answer to liis speech to both houses, with assurajiccs 
that this house will, without delay, proceed to take into their se- 
rious consideration the various and important matters recom- 
mended to their attention.” 

The committee presented the draft of an address to the house, 
on the 10th ; and the house, on the following day, adopted the 
same. The President having appointed to receive the address 
on Monday, the 13th, the speaker, attended by the house, re- 
paired, on that day, to the house of the President, and presented 
to him the address, as follows : — 

Address “ Sir — The representatives of the people of the United States \d. p. 3.31, 

presented, taken into consideration your address to the tw^o houses, at 

the opening of the present session of Congress. 

“We share in the satisfaction inspired by the prospects which 


104 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. Organization of Houses— Rules, &c. 

3d^Sfor*‘ continue to be so auspicious to our public affairs. The blessings 
resulting from the smiles of Heaven on our agriculture, the rise 
ofHo^r public credit, with the further advantages promised by it; 

and the fertility of resources which are found so little burden- 
some to the community, fully authorize our mutual congratula- 
tions on the present occasion. Nor can we learn, without an 
additional gratification, that the energy of the laws for providing 
adequate resources, has been so honourably seconded by those 
classes of citizens, whose patriotism and probity were more im- 
mediately concerned. 

“ The succcwss of the loan opened in Holland, under the disad- 
vantages of the present moment, is the more important, as it not 
only denotes the confidence already placed in the United States, 
but, as the efiect of a judicious application of that aid, will still 
furtlier illustrate the solidity of the foundation on which the pub- 
lic credit rests. 

“ The preparatory steps taken by the slate of Virginia, in con- 
cert with the district of Kentucky, towards the erection of the 
latter into a distinct member of the Union, exhibit a liberality 
mutually honourable to the parties. We shall bestow on this 
important subject the favourable consideration which it merits; 
and, with the national policy which ought to govern our deci- 
sion, shall not fail to mingle the affectionate sentiments which 
arc awakened by those expressed in behalf of our fellow citi- 
zens of Kentucky. 

‘‘ Whilst wc regret the necessity which has produced offensive 
hostilities against some of the Indian tribes north-west of the 
Ohio, wc sympathize too much with our western brethren, not 
to behold with approbation the watchfulness and vigour which 
have been exerted by the executive authority for their protec- 
tion; and which, wc trust, will make the aggressors sensible that 
it is their interest to merit, by a peaceable behaviour, the friend- 
ship and humanity which the United States are always ready to 
extend to them. 

The encouragement of our own navigation has, at all times, 
appeared to us highly important. The point of view under 
which you have recommended it to us, is strongly enforced by 
the actual state of things in Europe. It will be incumbent on 
us to consider in what mode our commerce and agriculture can 
be best relieved from an injurious dependence on the navigation 
of other nations, which the frequency of their wars renders a 
too precarious resource for conveying the productions of our 
country to market. 
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jsi Congress « The prcscnt state of our trade to the Mediterranean seems 

Sossioii- * 

demand, and will accordingly receive, the attention 

Address of .^^hich vou have recommended. 

House. ^ 

** Having already concurred in establishing a judiciary system, 
which opens the doors of justice to all, without distinction of 
persons, it will be our disposition to incorporate every improve- 
ment which experience may suggest. And we shall consider, in 
particular, how far the uniformity, which, in other cases, is found 
convenient in the administration of the general government 
through all the states, may be introduced into the forms and 
rules of executing sentences issuing from tlie federal courts. 

“The proper regulation of the jurisdiction and functions 
which may be exercised by consuls of the United States in foreign 
countries, with the provisions stipulated to those of His Most 
Christian Majesty established here, are subjects of too much con- 
sequence to the public interest and honour not to partake of our 
deliberations. 

“We shall renew our attention to the establishment of the 
militia, and the other subjects unfinished at the last session, and 
shall proceed in them with all the despatch which the magnitude 
of all, and the difiiculty of some of them will allow. 

“ Nothing has given us more satisfaction, than to find that the 
revenues heretofore established have proved adequate to the 
purposes to which they were allotted. Jn extending the provi- 
sion to the residuary objects, it will be equally our care to secure 
sufficiency and punctuality in the payments due from the trea- 
sury of the United States. We shall, also, never lose sight of 
the policy of diminishing the public debt as fast as the increase 
of the public resources will permit: and arc particularly sensi- 
ble of the many considerations which press a resort to the auxi- 
liary resource furnished by the public lands. 

“In pursuing every branch of the weighty business of the 
present session, it will be our constant study to direct our delibe- 
rations to the public welfare. Whatever our success may be, 
we can, at least, answer for the present love of our country, 
which ought to animate our endeavours. In your co-operation 
we are sure of a resource, which fortifies our hopes that the 
fruits of the established government will justify the confidence 
which has been placed in it, and recommend it more and more 
to the affection and attachment of our fellow citizens.” 

To which address the President of the United States was 
pleased to reply as follows;— 

VoL. I. — 14 
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Gentlemen : The sentiments expressed in your address are H. Journal, 
entitled to my particular acknowledgment. 

‘‘Having no object but the good of our country, this testi- 
mony of approbation and confidence from its immediate repre- 
sentatives must be among my best rewards, as the support of 
your enlightened patriotism has been among my greatest en- 
couragements. Being persuaded that you will continue to be 
actuated by the same auspicious principle, I look forward to the 
happiest consequences from your deliberations during the pre- 
sent session. 

G. Washington.” 

On the 6th of December, a letter from Messrs. Evan Thomas s. Journal, 
and Andrew Geyer, in behalf of the commissioners of the city Pj^216.2l8, 
and county of Philadelphia, was presented, by Mr. Morris, to 
the Senate, offering “ the county court-house, in Philadelphia, 
to the representatives of the Union, for their accommodation 
during their residence in the city of Philadelphia:’^ and, on the 
following clay, the Senate ordered the following reply to be ad- 
dressed to the commissioners: — 

“ Gentlemen: The Senate have considered the letter that you 
were pleased to address to the Senate and the House of Represen- 
tatives, on the Gth instant, and they entertain a proper sense of 
the respect shown to the general government of the United 
States, by providing so commodious a building as the commis- 
sioners of the city and county of Philadelphia have appropriated 
for the accommodation of the representatives of the Union, 
during their residence in this city. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ John Adams, 

^‘Vice-President of the United States^ 
and President of the Senate, 

“ To the Commissioners of the City ^ 

and County of Philadelphia,^^ ^ 

A similar communication from the commissioners was made H. Journal, 
to the House of Representatives, on the llth of December. p. 334. 

On the 19th of January, a resolution of the directors of the s. Journal, 
library of Philadelphia was communicated to the Senate, pro- P* 
viding “that the President, and members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States, shall have free 
use of the books in the library, in as full and ample a manner as 
if they were members of the company. 
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ist Congress. PuFSuant to a joint resolution, adopted by the House on the 

8th of December, and by the Senate on the 9th, the Right 

Cliaplains. Reverend Bishop White was elected on the last mentioned day, 
to be chaplain of the Senate; and, on the 10th, the Reverend 
Mr. Blair was elected chaplain of the House. 

The usual supply of newspapers to each member was ordered 
by a resolution of the House of December 9th, and a resolution 
of the Senate of December 13th. 

Extracts A motion was made in the Senate, on the 20th of January, — 
"That the secretary furnish any member of the Senate with 
Journal. such extracts from the executive Journal, as he may direct.'*’ On 
the 21st, the Senate amended the resolution, so as to read, 

Jiesoh^ecl — That the secretary do furnish the members of 
Senate, when required, with extracts of such parts of the execu- 
tive Journal as are not, by vote of the Senate, considered se- 
cret.” 


S. Journal, 
p. 219. 

H. Journal, 
p. 332. 334. 

Id. p. 333. 
S. Journal, 

p. 221. 

Id. p. 234, 
235. 


And this motion was committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Gunn, 
and King. The Senate then agreed to the following order; — 

Ordered — That the secretary do furnish Mr. Gunn with an 
attested copy of sundry extracts from the records of Senate, 
when acting in their executive capacity.” 

Agreeably to notice, which he had given on the preceding 
day, Mr. Monroe, on the 24th of February, moved that the Se- 
nate agree to the following resolutions: — 

Motion to Resolved — That it be a standing rule, that the doors of the id. p. 280, 

•pen Se- senate chamber remain open whilst the Senate shall be sittincr in 
late doors, , . , . ^ , . . , . . , 

a legislative capacity, except on such occasions as, m their judg- 
ment, may require secrecy; and that this rule shall commence 
and be in force on the first day of the next session of Congress. 

Resolved — That tlie secretary of the Senate request the 
commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, to cause 
a proper gallery to be erected for the accommodation of an au- 
dience.” 


This motion led to a debate, which continued till the hour of 
adjournment, and was resumed on the following day, when the 
question being taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as fol- 
lows; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, King, Lee, 
Maclay, Monroe, Schuyler. — 9. 

;^tived. Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Dickinson, Ells- 

worth, Elmer, Few, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, Lang- 
don, Morris, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 
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On the 1st of March, the Senate appointed Messrs. Schuyler, S. Journal, 
Ellsworth, and Butler, a committee to revise the laws of the 
United States, to report such as are expired, or are about to ex- 
pire, and a bill, or bills, for the revisal of such as may be deemed 
necessary. The only report made by this committee, was on 
the 2d of March, when Mr. Schuyler reported a bill to continue Id. p. 296. 
in force the act therein mentioned, and to make further provi- 
sion for the payment of pensions to invalids, and for the support 
of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers. 

On the 12th of January, the House of Representatives adopted 
the following order: — 

“ Ordered — That so much of the standing rules and orders of this H. Journal, 
house, as directs that ‘ no bill amended by the Senate shall be * 
committed,’ be rescinded.” 

On the 24th of January, the following message was received S. Journal, 
from the President of the United States: — p.2o5,2>6. 

“ Gcritlemcn of the Senate and House of Representatives:—^ 

“ In execution of the powers with which Congress were pleased 
to invest me, by their act, entitled “ An act for establishing the H. Journal, 
temporary and permanent seat of government of the United 
States,” and, on mature consideration of the advantages and disad- 
vantages of the several positions within the limits prescribed by the 
said act, I have, by a proclamation bearing date this day, (a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted,) directed commissioners, ap- S. Journal, 
pointed in pursuance of the act, to survey and limit a part of 
the territory of ten miles square, on both sides of the river Po- 
tomac, so as to comprehend George Town, in Maryland, and ex- 
tend to the eastern branch. 

** I have not, by this first act, given to the said territory the 
whole extent of which it is susceptible in the direction of the 
river, because I thouglit it important that Congress should have 
an opportunity of considering, whether by an amendatory law 
they would authorize the location of the residue, at the lower 
end of the present, so as to comprehend the eastern branch it- 
self, and some of the coisttitry on its lower side, in the state of 
Maryland, and the towii of Alexandria, in Virginia. If, how- 
ever, they are of opinion, that the federal territory should be 
bounded by the water edge of the eastern branch, the location 
of the residue will be to be made at the upper end of what is 
now directed. 

**I have thought best to await a survey of the territory, before 
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it is decided on what particular spot, on the north-eastern side of 
the river, the public buildings shall be erected. 

“G. Washington. 

“ United States, January 24, 1791.*’ 

On the 16th of February, Mr. Carroll gave notice to the Se- S. Journal, 
natc that he would, on the morrow, move for leave to bring in a ^^ 2 . 
bill to amend the act, entitled An act for establishing the tem- 
porary and permanent seat of the government of the United 
States,” pursuant to the plan suggested in the President’s mes- 
sage of the 24th of January. And, on the following day, Mr, 

Carroll requested the leave. On this question, the yeas and nays 
being taken, it was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Elmer, Few, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Mor- 
ris, Read, Stanton, Strong. — 17. 

Nays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Foster, Johnson, King, Ma- 
clay, Wingate. — 7. 

The bill was then read a first time. On the following day, the ^id. p. 273, 
second reading being moved, a motion was made to postpone tlie * 
consideration thereof tothis day sc’nnight. And the question be- 
ing taken by yeas and nays, it was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, I^llmcr, Foster, 

Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Wingate.^ — 15. 

Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe. — 10. 

The question on the second reading of this bill was resumed Jdp. 287, 
by the Senate on the 25th of February, when a motion was 
made to postpone the consideration of the subject; and the ques- 
tion on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it was de- 
cided as follows : — 

Fea^— Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Maclay, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.— *12. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuy- 
ler. — 14. 

On motion that the first clause of the bill be agreed to, to wit : 
from line first to the word “ provided,” line fourteenth, the ques- 
tion, being taken by yeas and nays, was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuy- 
ler.— 14. 
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lilt Congress. Navs — ^Mcssrs. Bassctt, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Maclay, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

OMcred to The bill was then ordered to its third reading. And on the S. Journal, 
in^ following day, the bill passed the Senate. In the House of Re- 
Passed, presentativcs, this bill was read a first time on the same day. h. journal. 
Bill in On the 28th, it received its second reading ; and on the 1st of 
house. March, it was read a third time: and on the question of its pas- 
sage, the yeas and nays being taken, it was decided as follows : — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cad- id. p. 397, 
walader, Carroll, Clymer, Coutee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Grif- 
fin, Giles, Ilathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Moore, Parker, Schureman, Scott, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, 

White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 30. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Grout, Hartley, Huntington, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, 

Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Scncy, Sturges, Thatcher. 

—18. 

Committee On the 20th of January, the House of Representatives ap- id. p. 353. 
Tiext^mee^ pointed Messrs. T uckcr, Lee, and Partridge, a committee, on 
inpfofcon- their part, to consider what time will be proper for the com- 
mencement of the next Congress, to the end that timely notice 
may be given to the members who arc to serve for the ensuing 
two years. And on the following day, Messrs. Strong, Izard, and s. Journal, 
Ellsworth, were appointed a committee on the part of the Se- P-235, 2:36. 
Date. A report was made by this committee on the 25th. On 
the 28th, the report was considered by the House of Represen- 
tatives, and the following resolution and order were adopted : — 

^Resolved — That this house doth agree to the said report, in 
the words following,* to wit: — 

Resolution That it is the opinion of the joint committee that a revenue 
tlieTiouscf passed, and such other business, as is of immediate 

importance, accomplished before the fourth day of March next, 
and that it will, tb^efore, not be necessary that the new session 
should commence immediately thereafter. 

“ That the joifit committee are also of opinion that a bill should 
pass to alter the next annual meeting of Congress to an earlier 
day than that expressed in the Constitution. 

“ Ordered — That a bill or bills be brought, pursuant to the said 
report, and that Mr. Tucker, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Partridge, do 
prepare and bring in the same.” 
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The Senate, on the 31st, postponed the consideration of this s. Journal, 
resolution. It was again postponed on the 12th of February, and P* 237.262. 
again on the 19th. In the mean time, on the 8lh of February, id. p. 274. 
a bill was reported to alter the time of the next meeting of Con- 
gress, which received, in the House of Representatives, its first 
and second reading, on that day, and passed the House on the 11th H. Journal, 
of February. This bill, which fixed the time for the next meet- 
ing of Congress on the first Monday of November, received its 
first reading in the Senate, on the same day, and was read a se- s. joimial, 
cond time on the following day. On the 19th of February, the P-262,263, 
bill was again taken up and postponed. On the 22d of Februa- jd. p. 274. 
ry, the consideration of the bill was resumed ; and, after an un- 278. 
successful motion to amend it, by substituting “ the second Mon- 
day in September,” in place of “ the first Monday of Novem- 
ber,” the bill itself, on the question of its third reading, was re- 
jected. 

On the rejection of this bill, the House of Representatives ap- h. Joumal, 
pointed another committee, consisting of Messrs. Smith, of South P*388. 
Carolina, Lawraiice, and Van Rensselaer, to prepare and bring 
in a new bill or bills, fixing the time for the next annual meeting 
of Congress. This bill was reported, read the first and second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed, on the same day ; and, on the 
24th of February, this bill passed the House, and was sent to the 
Senate- By the new bill, the djiy fixed for the meeting of the 
next Congress, was the fourth Monday of October. The bill was s. .Journal, 
read a first time in the Senate, on the same day. On the fol- P-281, 282. 
lowing day, a motion was made to substitute “ (he first Monday p, 289. 
of April,” for “ the fourth Monday of October,” but it was nega- 
tived. The bill was then ordered to its third reading, and was 
passed on the 26th of February. 

And on the 3d of March, after the usual iiiterchange of mes- id. p. 314 . 

sages, the two houses adjourned, sine die. h. JoumAl, 

p. 409. 
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SECOXD CONGRESS. 

FIRST SFSSIOX. 

On Monday, the 24th day of October, the two houses assem- s. Journal, 
bled at Philadelphia, on which day a quorum attended, both in 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 

In the Senate were present the Vice-President; Messrs. Lang- H. Journid, 
don, Wingate, of New Hampshire; Strong, of Massachusetts; P- 
Foster, Stanton, jr., of Rhode Island; Dickinson, of New Jersey; 

Morris, of Pennsylvania; Read, of Delaware; Johnston, Haw- 
kins, of North Carolina; Butler, Izard, of South Carolina; and 
Few, of Georgia. 

And the following newly appointed senators produced their s. Journal, 
credentials, and took the oath and their seats; to wit: George P-323. 
Cabot, from Massachusetts; Roger Sherman, (vice W. S. John- 
son, resigned,) from Connecticut; Aaron Burr, from New York; 
and John Rutherford, from New Jersey. 

The following members, constituting a quorum, were found to h. Journal, 
be present: Messrs. Gilman, Livermore, Smith, of New Hamp- P-433,434, 
shire; Ames, Bourne, Gerry, Goodhue, Thatcher, Ward, of Mas- 
sachusetts; Bourne, of Rhode Island; Hillhouse, Sturges, Trum- 
bull, Wadsworth, Learned, of Connecticut; Gordon, Lawrance, 

Silvester, Tredwell, of New York; Boudinot, of New Jersey; 
Fitzsimons, Heister, Muhlenberg, of Pennsylvania; Vining, of 
Delaware; Seney, Sterrett, of Maryland; Brown, Giles, Griffin, 

Madison, Moore, White, of Virginia; Steele, Williamson, of 
North Carolina; Huger, Smith, Tucker, of South Carolina; and 
Willis, of Georgia. 

The first act of the House was the election of a speaker; and a id. p. 434 . 
majority of the votes of the wliole House being in favour of Jona- 
than Trumbull, he was conducted to the chair, from whence he 
addressed the House as follows: — 

Oenilemen: — I find myself unable to express to you the full 
sense I have of the distinguished honour you have done me in 
the choice of your speaker. 

‘‘ The diffidence I feel in my abilities to discharge with pro- 
priety the duties of the chair, is almost insuperable in my own 
mind. But, encouraged by the known candour of this honoura- 
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2 <i Congress, ble body, and depending, as I think I may confidently do, on 
kind assistance of each individual in it, I shall enter on its 
duties with full assurances to you, gentlemen, that I shall en- 
deavour to conduct myself with that impartiality, integrity, and 
assiduity, which become the conspicuous station in which you 
have been pleased to place me.’^ 

Members The members and clerk were then sworn, John Beckley H.Joumal, 
b^voni. having been unanimously elected clerk. It was then ordered, 

“ that the speaker do appoint committees, until the house shall 
Commit- otherwise determine.’^ A committee, consisting of Messrs, 
iccs. Muhlenberg, Tucker, Williamson, Ames, and Smith, of New 
Hampshire, was appointed to prepare and report such standing 
rules and orders of proceeding as may be proper to be observed 
Flection of in this house. Joseph Wheaton was then appointed sergeant- 
ufficcr^j. at-arms; Gifford Dailey, door-keeper; and Thomas Claxton, as- 
sistant door-keeper. A resolution to appoint chaplains was adopt- 
ed; the usual order relative to newspapers was agreed to, and the 
customary message was sent to the Senate. A committee, con- 
sisting of Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, Mr. Lawrance, and Mr. 

Messages Wliitc, on the part of the iiouse, and Messrs. Izard and Lang- g. joumal, 
don on the part of the Senate, was appointed ‘Ho wait on the p-323,324. 
President of the United States, and notify him that a quorum 
of the two houses is assembled, and ready to receive any com- 
"ommittec munications he may think proper to make to them.^' Previous- 
1 ‘rc^kienr^ ly to the appointment of this joint committee, the Senate had 
appointed their own committee, consisting of Messrs. Butler, 

Morris, and Dickinson, “to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, 
agreeably to the Constitution, and ready to receive such commu- 
nications as he may be pleased to make to them.^’ The joint 
Report, committee reported that the President would make a communi- 
cation to both houses, on the morrow, at 12 o’clock. 

Chaplains. The Senate having concurred in the resolution to appoint id. p. 324 . 

chaplains, elected the Right Reverend IJishop White; and on the ii. journal, 
25th the House elected the Reverend Mr. Blair. P' 

On Tuesday, the 25th of October, the speaker and House s. journal, 
repaired to the Senate chamber, where the President delivered 
to both houses the following address: — 

Fellow Cidzens of the Senate^ and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives : — 

Sr>eech of “ I meet you upon the present occasion with the feelings ii. Journal, 
President, arc naturally inspired by a strong impression of the pros- 437 ^ 43 ^^' 

VoL. I.— 15 
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ai Congress. pcFOWS siluation of our common country; and hy a persuasion, 

equally strong, that the labours of the session which has just com- 

menced, will, under the guidance of a spirit no less prudent than 
patriotic, issue in measures conducive to the stability and increase 
of national prosperity. 

“Numerous as are the providential blessings which demand 
our grateful acknowledgments, the abundance with which ano- 
thcr year has again rewarded the industry of the husbandman is 
loo important to escape recollection. 

“ Your own observations in your respective situations will have 
satisfied you of the progressive state of agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and navigation. In tracing their causes, you will 
have remarked, with particular pleasure, the happy effects of that 
revival of confidence, public as well as private, to whicli the 
Constitution and laws of the United States have so eminently 
contributed; and you will have observed, with no less interest, 
new and decisive proofs of the increasing reputation and credit 
of the nation. But you, nevertheless, cannot fail to derive sa- 
tisfaction from the confirmation of these circumstances, which 
will be disclosed in the several official communications that will 
he made to you in the course of your deliberations. 

“ The rapid subscriptions to the bank of the United Slates, 
which completed the sum allowed to be subscribed in a single 
day, is among the striking and pleasing evidences which present 
themselves, not only of confidence in the government, but of rc^ 
source in the community. 

In the interval of your recess, due attention has been paid 
to the execution of the different objects which were specially 
provided for by the laws and resolutions of the last session.’^ 

“ Among the most important of these is the defence and secu- 
rity of the western frontiers. To accomplish it on the most hu- 
mane principles was a primary wish. 

Accordingly, at the same time that treaties have been pro- 
visionally concluded, and other proper means used to attach the 
wavering, and to confirm in their friendship the well disposed 
tribes of Indians, effectual measures have been adopted to make 
those of a hos.tilc description sensible, that a pacification was de- 
sired upon terms of moderation and justice. 

“ These measures having proved unsuccessful, it became ne- 
cessary to convince the refractory of the power of the United 
States to punish tiieir depredations. Offensive operations have, 
therefore, been directed to be conducted, however, as consistent- 
ly as pssible with the dictates of liunianity. Some of these 
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2d Congress, havc been crowned with full success, and others are yet depend- 
— — ing. The expeditions which have been completed, were carried 
l^^sident^^ on under the authority, and at the expense of the United States, 
by the militia of Kentucky, whose enterprise, intrepidity, and 
good conduct, are entitled to peculiar commendation. 

“ Overtures of peace are still continued to the deluded tribes, 
and considerable numbers of individuals belonging to them have 
lately renounced all further opposition, removed from their for- 
mer situations, and placed themselves under the immediate pro- 
tection of the United States. 

“ It is sincerely to be desired, that all need of coercion in fu- 
ture may cease, and that an intimate intercourse may succeed, 
calculated to advance the happiness of the Indians, and to at- 
tach them firmly to the United States. 

“ In order to this, it seems necessary — > 

“ That they should experience the benefits of an impartial 
dispensation^of justice. 

That the mode of alienating their lands, the main source of 
discontent and war, should be so defined and regulated, as to obvi- 
ate imposition, and, as far as maybe practicable, controversies con- 
cerning the reality and extent of the alienations which are made. 

That commerce with them should be promoted under regu- 
lations tending to secure an equitable deportment towards them, 
and that such rational experiments should be made, for impart- 
ing to them the blessings of civilization, as may, from time to 
time, suit their condition. 

“ That the cxccutiv^e of the United States should be enabled 
to employ the means to which the Indians have been long ac- 
customed, for uniting their immediate interests with the preser- 
vation of peace. 

‘‘And that efficacious provision should be made for inflicting 
adequate penalties upon all those, who, by violating their rights, 
shall infringe the treaties and endanger the peace of the Union. 

“ A system corresponding with the mild principles of religion 
and philanthropy towards an unenlightened race of men, whose 
happiness materially depends on the conduct of the United States, 
would be as honourable to the national character as conformable 
to the dictates of sound policy. 

“The power specially vested in me by the act laying certain 
duties on distilled spirits, which respect the subdivisions of the 
districts into surveys, the appointment of officers, and the assign- 
ment of compensations, have likewise been carried into effect. 
In a matter in which both materials and experience were want- 
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i8tSK"‘ guid6 the calculation, it will be readily conceived, that 

there must have been difficulty in such an adjustment of the rates 
of compensation as would conciliate a reasonable competency 
with a proper regard to the limits prescribed by the law. It is 
hoped that the circumspection which has been used will be found, 
in the result, to have secured the last of the two objects; but it 
is probable, that, with a view to the first, in some instances a 
revision of the provision will be found advisable. 

“ The impressions with which this law has been received by 
the community, have been, upon the whole, such as were to be 
expected among enlightened and well disposed citizens, from the 
propriety and necessity of the measure. The novelty, however, 
of the tax, in a considerable part of the United States, and a 
misconception of some of its provisions, have given occasion, in 
particular places, to some degree of discontent. But it is satis- 
factory to know that this disposition yields to proper explana- 
tions, and more just apprehensions of the true nature of the law. 

And 1 entertain a full confidence that it will, in all, give way 
to motives which arise out of a just sense of duty, and a virtu- 
ous regard to the public welfare. 

‘‘If there are any circumstances in the law, which, consistent- 
ly with its main design, may be so varied as to remove any well-in- 
tentioned objections that may happen to exist, it will consist with 
a wise moderation to make the proper variations. It is desira- 
ble, on all occasions, to unite with a steady and firm adherence 
to constitutional and necessary acts of government, the fullest 
evidence of a disposition, as far as may be practicable, to consult 
the wishes of every part of the community, and to lay the founda- 
tions of tlie public administration in the affections of the people. 

“Pursuant to the authority contained in the several acts on 
that subject, a district of ten miles square, for the permanent 
seat of the government of the United States, has been fixed, and 
announced by proclamation; which district will comprehend lands 
on both sides of the river Potomac, and the towns of Alexandria 
and Georgetown. A city has also been laid out, agreeably to a 
plan which will be placed before Congress: and as there is a 
prospect, favoured by the rate of sales which have already taken 
place, of ample funds for carrying on the necessary public build- 
ings, there is every expectation of their due progress. 

“The completion of the census of the inhabitants, for which 
provision was made by law, has been duly notified (excepting one 
instance in which the return has been formal; and another, in 
which it has been omitted or miscarried,) and the returns of the 
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2d Congress. officers who were charged with this duty, which will be laid be- 

— ^ fore you, will give you the pleasing assurance, that the present po- 

Spcech of pulation of the United States borders on four millions of persons. 

resident * ^ 

“ It is proper also to inform you, that a further loan of two 
millions and a-half of florins has been completed in Holland ; the 
terms of which are similar to those of the one last announced, 
except as to a small deduction of charges. Another, on like 
terms, for six millions of florins, had been set on foot under cir- 
cumstances that assured an immediate completion. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate : — 

Two treaties which have been provisionally concluded with 
the Cherokces and Six Nations of Indians, will be laid before you 
for your consideration and ratification. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : — 

“In entering upon the discharge of your legislative trust, you 
must anticipate, with pleasure, that many of the difficulties, ne- 
cessarily incident to the first arrangements of a new govern- 
ment, for an extensive country, have been happily surmounted 
by the zealous and judicious exertions of your predecessors, in 
co-operation with the other branch of the legislature. The im- 
portant objects which remain to be accomplished, will, I am per- 
suaded, be conducted upon principles equally comprehensive, 
and equally well calculated for the advancement of the general 
WTal. 

“ The time limited for receiving subscriptions to the loans pro- 
posed by the act making provision for the debt of the United 
States having expired, statements from the proper department, 
will, as soon as possible, apprize you of the exact result. Enough, 
however, is already known, to afibrd an assurance that the views 
of that act have been substantially fulfilled. The subscription 
on the domestic debt of the United States, has embraced by far 
the greatest proportion of that debt; affording, at the same time, 
proof of the general satisfaction of the public creditors with the 
system which has been proposed to their acceptance, and of the 
spirit of accommodation to the convenience of the government 
with which they are actuated. The subscription on the debts of 
the respective states, as far as the provisions of the law have per- 
mitted, may be said to be yet more general. The part of the 
debt of the United States which remains unsubscribed, will na- 
turally engage your further deliberations. 

“ It is particularly pleasing to me to be able to announce to 
you, that the resources which have been established promise to 


1791 -- 92 . 



118 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. I. Organization of Houses — Rules, &c. 

2d Congress, be adequate to their objects, and may be permitted, if no un- 

1 St Session. ^ *' '• /'.■i 

foreseen exigency occur, to supersede, for the present, the ne- 

PrSerir^ cessity of any new burdens upon our constituents. 

An object which will claim your early attention, is a provision 
for the current service of the ensuing year, together with such 
ascertained demands upon the treasury as require to be immedi- 
ately discharged, and such casualties as may have arisen in the 
execution of the public business, for which no specific appro- 
priation may have yet been made: of all which a proper estimate 
will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and of the House of Represen- 
tatives : — 

I shall content myself with a general reference to former 
communications for several objects, upon which the urgency of 
other affairs has hitherto postponed any definitive resolution. 
Their importance will recall them to your attention: and, I trust, 
that the progress already made in the most arduous arrangements 
of the government, will afford you leisure to resume them with 
advantage. 

There are, however, some of them of which I cannot for- 
bear a more particular mention. These are, — the militia, the 
post office and post roads, the mint, w’^eights and measures; a 
provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United States. 

The first is certainly an object of primary importance, whe- 
ther viewed in reference to the national security, to the satisfac- 
tion of the community, or to the preservation of order. In con- 
nexion with this, the establishment of competent magazines and 
arsenals, and the fortification of such places as are peculiarly im- 
portant and vulnerable, naturally present themselves to conside- 
ration. The safety of the United States, under Divine protection, 
ought to rest on the basis of systematic and solid arrangements, 
exposed as little as possible to the hazards of fortuitous circum- 
stances. 

«« The importance of the post office and post roads, on a plan 
sufficiently liberal and comprehensive, as they respect the expe- 
dition, safety, and facility of co®Bniunication, is increased by 
their instrumentality in diffusing a knowledge of the law’s and 
proceedings of the government, which, while it contributes 
to the security of the people, serves also to guard them against 
the effects of misrepresentation and misconception. The esta- 
blishment of additional cross-posts, especially to some of the im- 
portant points in the western and northern parts of the Union, 
cannot fail to be of material utility. 
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2d Congress. << The disorders in the existing currency, and especially the 

1 st Session. , .? . 

— scarcity ot small change, a scarcity so peculiarly distressing to 

PrSdent^^ the poorer classes, strongly recommend the carrying into imme- 
diate effect the resolution already entered into concerning the es- 
tablishment of a mint. Measures have been taken pursuant to 
that resolution for procuring some of the most necessary artists, 
together with the requisite apparatus. 

A uniformity in the weights and measures of the country, 
is among the important objects submitted to you by the Consti- 
tution; and, if it can be derived from a standard at once invaria- 
ble and universal, must be no less honourable to the public coun- 
cils, than conducive to the public convenience. 

A provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United 
States, is particularly urged, among other reasons, by the import- 
ant considerations, that they are pledged as a fund for reimbursing 
the public debt; that, if timely and judiciously applied, they may 
save the necessity of burdening our citizens with new taxes for 
the extinguishment of the principal; and that, being free to dis- 
charge the principal but in a limited proportion, no opportunity 
ought to be lost for availing the public of its right. 

G. Washington.’^ 

“ United States, October 25, 1791.” 

Senate In the Senate, it was ordered, that Messrs. Brown, Cabot, and 

committee Johnston, be a committee to prepare and report the draft of an 
to prepare ' ' * ^ * 

address. address to the President, in answer to his speech. That com- 
mittee reported on the 2Sth, and the report being adopted, in 
pursuance of an arrangement made with the President, the ad- 
Address dress was presented on Monday, the 31st of October, by the 
presented. yice-President, attended by the Senate, as follows: — 

To the President of the United States : — 

Address of ‘‘ Sir: The Senate of the United States have received with the 
Senate. highest satisfaction the assurances of public prosperity contained 
in your speech to both houses: the multiplied blessings of Pro- 
vidence have not escaped our notice, or failed to excite our gra- 
titude. 

‘‘The benefits which flow from the restoration of public and 
private confidence are conspicuous and important, and the plea- 
sure with which we contemplate them is heightened by your as- 
surance of those further communications which shall confirm 
their existence, and indicate their source. 

• “ While we rejoice in the success of those military operations 

which have been directed against the hostile Indians, we lament 
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Mc^ngress. with you the necessity that has produced them, and we partici- 
pate the hope that the present prospect of a general peace, on 
Semte^ terms of moderation and justice, may be wrought into complete 
and permanent effect; and that the measures of government may 
equally embrace the security of our frontiers, and the general 
interests of humanity; our solicitude to obtain which will en- 
sure our zealous attention to an object so warmly espoused by the 
principles of benevolence, and so highly interesting to the honour 
and welfare of the nation. 

“The several subjects which you have particularly recom- 
mended, and those which remain of former sessions, will engage 
our early consideration. We are encouraged to prosecute them 
with alacrity and steadiness, by the belief that they will interest 
no passion but that for the general welfare ; by the assurance of 
concert ; and by a view of those arduous and important arrange- 
ments which have been already accomplished. 

“ We observe, sir, the constancy and activity of your zeal for 
the pul)lic good. The example will animate our efforts to pro- 
mote the happiness of our country.’’ 

To which address, the President made the following reply: — 

Reply of “ Gentlemen: This manifestation of your zeal for the honour s..Tounial, 
President, happiness of our country, derives its full value from the 

share which your deliberations have already had in promoting 
botl). 

“ I thank you for the favourable sentiments with which you 
view the part 1 Iiave borne in tlie arduous trust committed to the 
government of the United States; and desire you to be assured 
that all my zeal will continue to second those further efforts for 
the public good, which are ensured by the spirit in which you 
are entering on the. present session. 

“ G. Washington.” 

House or- In the House of Representatives, the speech was considered in H. Journal, 

dorsad- committee of the Avhole, and the house agreed to the report of 
circ'ss to be or 

prepared, that committee — “that a respectful address ought to be pre- 
sented by the House of Representatives to the President of the 
United States, in answer to his speech to both houses of Congress 
at the commencement of the session, containing assurances that 
this house will take into consideration the various and important 
Commit- matters recommended to their attention.” And Messrs. Madison, 
Lawrance, and Smith, of South Carolina, were appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare the address. 
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2 ti (ingress. Mr. Madison reported the address on the 27th, and on the H. Journal, 

jst tscssion* » /* A A f\ A Ac\ 

' 28th, conformable to an appointment made by the President, the P*™**^*^* 

house attended the speaker, and presented the same, as follows : — 

Address of Sir : In receiving your address at the opening of the present 

House. session, the House of Representatives have taken an ample share 
in the feelings inspired by the actual prosperity and flattering 
prospects of our country : and whilst, with becoming gratitude to 
Heaven, we ascribe this happiness to the true source from which 
it flows, we behold, with an animating pleasure, the degree in 
which the Constitution and laws of the United States have been 
instrumental in dispensing it. 

“ It yields us particular satisfaction to learn the success wuth 
which the different important measures of the government have 
proceeded; as well those specially provided for at the last ses- 
sion, as those of preceding date. The safety of our western fron- 
tier, in which the lives and repose of so many of our fellow citi- 
zens are involved, being peculiarly interesting, your communica- 
tions on that subject arc proportionally grateful to us. The gal- 
lantry and good conduct of the militia, whose services were called 
for, is an honourable confirmation of the efficacy of that precious 
resource of a free stale ; and we anxiously wish that the conse- 
quences of their successful enterprises, and of the other proceed- 
ings to which you have referred, may leave the United States 
free to pursue the most benevolent policy towards the unhappy 
and deluded race of people in our neighbourhood. 

“The amount of the population of the United States, deter- 
mined by the returns of the census, is a source of the most pleasing 
reflections, whether it be viewed in relation to our national safe- 
ty and respectability, or as a proof of that felicity in the situa- 
tion of our country, which favours so unexampled a rapidity in 
its grow'th. Nor ought any to be insensible to the additional mo- 
tive suggested by this important fact, to perpetuate the free go- 
vernment established with a wise administration of it, to a por- 
tion of the earth which promises such an increase of the number 
which is to enjoy those blessings within the limits of the United 
States. 

“We shall proceed with all the respect due to your patriotic 
recommendations; and with a deep sense of the trust committed 
to us by our fellow citizens, to take into consideration the various 
and important matters falling within the present session ; and, in 
discussing and deciding each, we shall feel every disposition, 
whilst we are pursuing the public welfare, which must be the 
VoL. I. — 16 
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id Congress. Supreme object with all our constituents, to accommodate, as far 

1st Session. J . , . . 

as possible, the means of attaining it to the sentiments and wishes 

of every part of them.” 

To which address, the President w^as pleased to make the fol- 
lowing reply : — 

Reply of Gentlemefi : The pleasure I derive from an assurance of 

President, attention to the objects I have recommended to you, is 

doubled by your concurrence in the testimony I have borne to 
the prosperous condition of our public affairs. 

“ Relying on the sanctions of your enlightened judgment, and 
on your patriotic aid, I shall be the more encouraged in all my 
endeavours for the public weal : and particularly in those which 
may be required on my part, for executing the salutary measures 
I anticipate from your present deliberations. 

G. Washington.” 

Rules of 26th of October, the House of Representatives adopt- 

House. ed the rules and orders of proceeding established by the late 
House of Representatives, “ until a revision or alteration of the 
same shall take place.” The committee appointed on the sub- 
ject of rules made their report on the 1st of November, when it 
was ordered to lie on the table, and was not again taken up. 

On the 17th of February, the following additional rule was 
adopted by the House of Representatives ; — 

standing “ Resolved — That it be a standing order of this house, that, 

order. whenever confidential communications are received from the 
President of the United States, the house shall be cleared of all 
persons except the members and the clerk, and so continue 
during the reading of such communications, and during all de- 
bates and proceedings to be had thereon ; and that, when the 
speaker, or any other member, shall inform the house that he has 
communications to make, which he conceives ought to be kept 
secret, the house shall, in like manner, be cleared till the com- 
munication be made: the house shall then determine whether 
the matter communicated require secrecy or not, and take or- 
der accordingly.” 

On the 20th of April, the following motion was submitted to 
the house: — 

Whereas, an impartial publication of the debates of Con- 
gress, stating accurately their legislative measures, and the rea- 
sons urged for and against them, is a desirable object, inasmuch 
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as it may aid the executive in administering the government, the 
judiciary in expounding the laws, the government and citizens 
in the several states in forming a judgment of the conduct of 
their respective representatives, and Congress themselves in re- 
vising and amending their legislative proceedings. 

**And whereas, from the w^ant of proper arrangements, such 
publication has not been accomplished — 

“ Resolved — ^That persons, of good reputation, and skilled H. Journal, 

in the art of stenography, be, at the next session, appointed by 
ballot, to take and publish impartially and accurately, the legis- 
lative subjects which may be submitted to the consideration of 
the house, and the debates thereon of the members respectively. 

That the persons so to be appointed be considered as ofTiccrs of 
the house, and provided for accordingly: that they be severally 
qualified by oath to a faithful discharge of the trust; and that 
such regulations shall be prescribed, as may be necessary to pro- 
tect them in attaining the salutary objects of their appointment- 


“ Ordered — That the said motion be committed to Mr. Gerry, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Lee, Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Kittera.” 


The report of this committee was made and laid on the table id. p. 586. 
on the 24th of April. 

In the Senate, on the 31st of October, a motion was made, s. Journal, 
and postponed, ‘‘ to alter the rule which provides for balloting in P* 
the choice of committees, and that the Vice-President be em- 
powered to nominate the committees in future.” This motion 
appears not to have been acted on. 


On the 27th of February, the Senate agreed to the following 
order: — 

“ Ordered — That all bills, before they are sent to tlie House of IcL p. 598. 
Representatives, be examined by the committees respectively 
who brought in such bills, or to whom the same shall have been 
last committed in Senate.” 

Messrs. Strong, Lee, and Ellsworth, were appointed, on the ij. p. 407, 
8th of March, a committee of the Senate, to consider and re- 
port any alterations that may be necessary, in the mode of en- 
tering and publishing the journals of the Senate. And, on the 
12th, a report was made by this committee. Whereupon, 

‘‘ Ordered — That the proceedings of the Senate, when not act- 
ing as in a committee of the whole house, be entered on the 
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M Congress. Joumals as concisely as possible, due care being taken to detail a 
true and accurate account of the proceedings. 

“ That the titles of bills and such parts thereof only as shall 
be affected by proposed amendments, be inserted on the Jour- 
nals. 

“ That the secretary be directed, once in each week, at least, 
to furnish one of the printers of a public newspaper with a copy 
of the Journals of the Senate, while in their legislative capaci- 
ty, unless otherwise specially directed.” 

The Senate, on the 30th of March, adopted the following re- 
solution: — 

Laws of Resolved — That the secretary of the Senate be directed to 

states. procure, and depositc in his office, the laws of the several states, 
for the use of the Senate.” 

Admission On the 27th of October, a communication was made to the 
to Library. the privilege granted to the last Congress, of a free 

admission to the library of Philadelphia, had been extended to 
the present Congress. 

Committee Messrs. Strong, Butler, and Burr, were, on the 31st of Octo- 
appointed a committee to consider and report what business 
it is necessary for the Senate to proceed on. And, on the first of 
November, this committee reported as follows; — 

Report, ** That, in the opinion of the committee, it will be proper for 
the Senate to proceed on the following business : — 

J. The establishing a mint. 

The fixing the standard of weights and measures. 

“ 3. The determining the time for choosing the electors of the 
President and Vice-President, and the day on which they shall 
give their votes, and prescribing the mode of transmitting the 
votes to the seat of government. 

" 4. Providing compensation for the officers of the judicial 
courts of the United States, and for jurors and witnesses. 

“ 5. The bill postponed in the Senate, at the last session, for 
establishing offices, for the purpose of granting lands within the 
territories of the United States. 

“ 6. The bill, postponed in like manner, concerning consuls 
and vice-consuls.” 

The Senate agreed to this report, and adopted the following 
order : — 

Appoint- ‘‘ Ordered — That Messrs. Izard^ Moore, and Langdon, be a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the subject relative to weights 
teci. and measures, and report their opinion thereon. 
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2 d Congress. « Ordered — That Messrs. Rutherford, Sherman, and Burr, be 

let Session. , ^ ' _ « , . 

a committee to report a bill determining the time of choosing 
the electors of President and Vice-President, and the day on 
which they shall give their votes, and prescribing a mode of 
transmitting the votes to the seat of government. 

“ Ordered — That Messrs. Henry, Strong, and Monroe, be a 
committee to report a bill providing compensation for the officers 
of the judicial courts of the United States, and for jurors and 
witnesses. 

“ Ordered — That Messrs. King, Foster, Monroe, Strong, and 
Butler, be a committee to report a bill for establishing offices for 
the purpose of granting lands within the territories of the United 
States. 

Ordered — That Messrs. Morris, Cabot, and Ellsworth, be a 
committee to report a bill concerning consuls and vice-consuls. 

Ordered — That Messrs. Burr, Butler, and Robinson, be a com- 
mittee to revise the rules, and report such alterations and addi- 
tions as may be necessary.” 

Plan of The President, on the 13th of December, communicated to 
the Senate, ‘‘ the plan of a city that has been laid out within the 
district of ten miles square, which was hxed upon for the per- 
manent seat of the government of the United States.” 

On the 26th of March, 1792, Mr. Monroe again submitted the 
following resolution: — 

Motion to Resolved — That it be a standing rule, that tie doors of the 

nate do^^ Senate chamber remain open whilst the Senate shall be sitting in 
their legislative capacity, except on such occasions as, in their 
judgment, may require secrecy; and that this rule shall commence 
and be in force, on the first day of the next session of Congress.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, 
King, Lee, Monroe. — 8. 

Kays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Few, Gunn, Henry, Izard, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Ruther- 
ford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 

On the 18 th of April, Mr. Few submitted the following mo- 
tion : — 

‘ Mohon to « Resolved — That when the Senate are sitting in their legisla- 
n^bera Capacity, the members of the House of Representatives may 

of house. 
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be admitted, to attend the debates, and each member of the Se- 
nate may also admit a number not exceeding two persons; pro- 
vided, the operation of this resolution be suspended until the se- 
nate chamber is sufficiently enlarged.” 

The question on this motion being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Monroe. 

— 6 . 

Nays — Messrs. Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Henry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robinson, Sher- 
man, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 16. 

On the 26th of October, the House of Representatives ap- 
pointed Messrs. Livermore, Boudinot, Giles, Gerry, Bourne, of 
Rhode Island, Ilillhouse, and Steele, to be a committee on elec- 
tions. This committee, on the 28th, reported on all the creden- 
tials of members wdiich had been examined by them. On the 
14th of November, there was presented to the house, a petition 
of James Jackson, of the state of Georgia, complaining of the 
undue election and return of Anthony Wayne, one of the re- 
presentatives of that state. The petition was, on the 15th of 
November, referred to the committee appointed on the 31st of 
October, to report a regular and uniform mode of proceeding 
in cases of contested elections of members of this house,^’ con- 
sisting of Messrs. Ames, Dayton, Brown, Fitzsimons, and Tuc- 
ker. On thei^th of November, Mr. Ames made a report from 
this committee, on the subject of the petition; and this report 
was, on the 19th, committed to a committee of the whole house 
for the following Thursday. On the 24th, the subject was 
taken up in committee of the whole: and after being considered 
and amended, the report of the committee was agreed to in the 
following form: — 

^$$olved — That the first Monday of February next, be as- 
signed for the trial of the articles alleged in the said petition. 

Resolved — That the evidence which may be offered, on the 
part of the petitioner, shall be confined to the proof of the arti- 
cles of charge exhibited in the said petition against the validity 
of the return of the said election. 

Resolved — That, on the trial, the deposition of a witness 
shall be received, which shall have been taken more than twenty- 
five days prior to the day assigned for the trial, before any justice 
or judge of the courts of the United States, or before any chan- 
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cellor, justice, or judge of a supreme, or superior court,' mayor, 
or chief magistrate of a city, or judge of a county court, or court 
of Common Pleas of any of the United States, not being of coun* 
sel or attorney to either the said Anthony Wayne, or the peti- 
tioner: Provided — That a notification from the magistrate, before 
whom the deposition is to be taken, to the adverse party, to be 
present at the taking of the same, and to put interrogatories, if he 
think fit, shall have been first made out and served on the ad- 
verse party, or his attorney especially authorized for the purpose, 
as either may be nearest, if either be within one hundred miles 
of the place of such caption; allowing time for their attendance, 
after notified, not less than at the rate of one day, Sundays ex- 
clusive, for every twenty miles^ travel. And every person de- 
posing shall be carefully examined and cautioned, and sworn or 
affirmed, to testify the whole truth, and shall subscribe the testi- 
mony by him or her given, after the same shall be reduced to 
writing; which shall be done only by the magistrate taking the 
deposition, or by the deponent in his presence. And the deposi- 
tions so taken, together with a certificate of the notice, if any, 
given to the adverse party, or his attorney, shall be sealed up by 
the said magistrate, and directed to the speaker: Provided y ne- 
vertheless — That no ex parte deposition shall be used on the 
trial of the said petition, which shall have been taken at any time 
before the twenty-sixth day of December next: Providedy also 
— That evidence taken in any other manner than is herein be- 
fore directed, and not objected to by the partie^||Qay, with the 
approbation of the house, be produced on the triaTT^ 

On the day assigned for the trial, a petition having been pre- H. Journal, 
sented from James Jackson, praying that the trial may be post- P* 
poned for twenty days, in conformity to the terror of an agreement 
entered into between the attorneys of the said Anthony Wayne 
and the petitioner, the house granted the prayer of the petition, 
and assigned Monday, the 27th, for the trial. On the 27th, the Id, p. 521, 
case was taken, when an application was made, on the part of the 
sitting member, for a further postponement: and both the sitting 
member and the petitioner being fully heard on the subject mat- 
ter of the said application, it was resolved, that the trial be post- 
poned until the second Monday in March, On the 10th of id. p. 534. 
March, the house granted leave Im: ilie sitting member to be 
heard by his counsel at the bar of the house. An application 
was made on the day appointed for the trial, by the sitting mem- 
ber, for another postponement until the Wednesday se’nnight, 
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M (^njTCM. and the parties were respectively heard on the motion, which 
was finally negatived. The petitioner then entered on the proof 
of his allegations. The house resumed the consideration of the 
trial on Wednesday, the 14th, when application in writing being 
made by the petitioner as followeth: — 

Evidence << That the decision of the Senate of the state of Georgia, on H. Journal, 
offered. impeachment of Judge Osborne, so far as respects the Cam- P- ^35,536. 

den return for a member to represent the state of Georgia, on 
the third day of January, 1791, be received as evidence in the 
present trial of that election, to establish the corruption of Judge 
Osborne.” 

After a full bearing of the parties, the question being taken 
by ayes and noes, was decided as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Gerry, Giles, 

Gregg, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Macon, Schroma- 
ker, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Willis. — 20. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Lee, Livermore, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Miles, Page, Par- 
ker, Sedgwick, Seney, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Venable, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, White, 
Williamson. — 41. 

The petitioner then concluded with his exhibits, and the silting 
member cnt^|pl into the defence until the house adjourned. On 
the following day, the sitting member having concluded, the pe- 
titioner was heard in reply, and the parties then retired from 
the bar. It was then moved, “ that certain proceedings of the 
House of llepresentatives of the Stale of Georgia, accompanied 
with other papers, transmitted agreeably to their resolution, un- 
der the signature of the governor, and the seal of the state, re- 
lative to the election of a member to represent the eastern dis- 
trict of the said state in this house, be received.” On which mo- 
tion, the previous question being called for by five members, to 
wit, — “ Shall the main question to agree to the said motion be 
now put?” — it passed in the negative. And so the said motion id. p. 536 . 
was lost. 

The consideration of Hie iubject being resumed on the 16th, 
a motion was made that the bouse agree to the following resolu- 
tion — 

Decision of “ Resolved — That Anthony Wayne was not duly elected a id. p. 537# 
house. 
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2 d Congress, member of this house.” And the question being taken by ayes 

l8t Session. ^ ^ 

and noes, on this motion, it was decided as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Trumbull, (speaker,) Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, 
Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, 
Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, 
Key, Kitchel), Kittera, Leonard, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madi- 
son, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schro- 
maker, Sedgwick, Seney, J. Smith, 1. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, 
Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Trcdwell, Tuc- 
ker, Venable, Vining, White, Williamson, Willis. — 

No one voting in the negative, the decision was unanimous. 
It was then moved, that the speaker do transmit a copy of the 
said vote to the executive of the state of Georgia,” but after 
some debate, the further proceeding was postponed till Monday. 

Further Qjj subject was again taken up, when it was moved 

ing^. that the house agree to the following resolution : — 

Resolved — That the petitioner, James Jackson, is entitled to a 
seat in this house, as a member for the lower district of the state 
of Georgia; and that the right of petitioning against the election 
of the said James Jackson, be reserved to all persons, at any 
time, during the term for which he w'as elected.” 

The debate on this resolution occupied that day, and the two 
following days ; and on Wednesday, the 21st of March, the ques- 
tion being taken on the motion, by ayes and noes, it was decided 
as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Browne, Clarke, Findley, Ger- 
ry, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, Schromaker, Seney, J. 
Smith, 1. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, 
Willis. — 29. 

Afocs — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hill- 
house, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Liver- 
more, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, W. Smith, Steele, Silvester> 
Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White. — 29. 

Seat de- The number of votes being equal, the speaker decided the 
dared va- question in the negative. The seat of Anthony Wayne was 
then declared to be vacant, and it was — 

<< Ordered — That the speaker transmit a copy of the preceding 
resolution, and of this vote, to the executive of the state of 
VoL. 1,-17 
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Georgia, to the end that the said executive may issue writs of 
election to fill the said vacancy.^^ 


On the 9th of November, the speaker laid before the house a n.journaf, 
letter from the governor of Maryland, enclosing the resignation P* '^^l- 
of William Pinkney, elected a representative from that state; 
and the return of John Francis Mercer, elected in the room of 
William Pinkney. This communication was referred to the 
standing committee on elections. On the 18th, Mr. Liver- ^ 
more made a report from the committee on elections on this sub- 459.461. 
ject; and on the 21st, the report was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. On the 22d and 2,3d, this report was con- 
sidered and amended, and on the last named day the house ex- 
pressed their decision in the following form: — 

It appears that, at an election for the state of Maryland, on 
the first day of October, 1790, William Pinkney was duly elect- 
ed a representative for that state, to serve in the House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States. 

That the certificate of his election has been duly transmit- 
ted by the executive thereof, and heretofore so reported by your 
committee. 

‘‘That by a letter, dated the 26'th of September, ],791, di- 
rected to the governor and council of that state, William Pink- 
ney resigned that appointment; and that, in consequence of such 
resignation, the executive issued a writ for an election to sup- 
ply the vacancy thereby occasioned, and have certified that John 
Francis Mercer was duly elected by virtue of that writ, in pur- 
suance of the law of the state of Maryland in that case pro- 
vided. 

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee that John 
Francis Mercer is .entitled to take a seat in this house, as one of 
the representatives for the state of Maryland, in the stead of 
William Pinkney.’^ 


During this session a hill passed the two Houses, fixing the 
compensation to the door-keepers of the two houses. It appears 
that the Senate occupied, this session, above forty days on execu- 
tive business. 

On the 24th of April, the house appointed Messrs. Goodhue, 
Benson, and Smith, of South Carolina, a committee to prepare 
and bring in a bill or hills to alter the time for the next annual 
meeting of Congress; and the bill was reported, went through 
its different readings, and was passed on the same day. On the 
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24th of April, this bill received its first and second reading, was 
amended, and ordered to a third reading. On the 26th, a mo- 
tion was made to reconsider the amendment agreed to on the 
second reading; but the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed until the next day, and was then again postponed till 
the 1st of May; the consideration was then resumed, when the 
bill being amended, by striking out the third Monday/^ which 
had been inserted on the second reading, and substituting ‘^the 
first Monday ’’ in November, it was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Vice-President having, on the 17th of April, requested 
of the Senate leave of absence for the remainder of the session, 
on account of the ill state of his own health, and that of his fa- 
mily; on the following day, Richard Henry Lee was elected 
President tempore; and on the 19th the Senate adopted the 
following resolution: — 

Resolved — That the President pro ieinpore of the Senate, 
as a member, retains lus right to vote upon all questions.” 

On the 20th of February, the Senate appointed Messrs. Sher- 
man, Langdon, and Strong, a committee, on their part, to report 
what business is necessary to be done by Congress in the pre- 
sent session, and what business may be, without great inconve- 
nience, postponed to the next session; that the proceedings 
may be so regulated as to close this session by the first Tuesday 
of April next.” The house, on the 21 at, appointed Messrs. 
Goodhue, Wadsworth, Lawrance, White, and Macon, to be a 
committee, on their part, for the same purpose. The report of 
this committee was made to the two houses on the 1st of March. 
There seems to have been no subsequent action on this report. 

On the 5th of April, a motion was made in the Senate for an 
adjournment on the 14th of April. An unsuccessful effort was 
made to postpone the motion. A motion, equally unsuccessful, 
was then made, to appoint a committee to confer with such com- 
mittee as the House might appoint, on the day proper for Congress 
to close the present session. The resolution was then so amend- 
ed as to read, Tuesday, the 17th day of April, instant;” and in 
this form it was agreed to. The resolution was sent to the House, 
but was not acted on in that body. On the 24th of April, the 
House agreed to a resolution to adjourn on the 5lh of May, and 
the Senate concurred in that resolution, on the following day. 
On the 2d of May, the Senate appointed Messrs. Hawkins and 
Burr to be a committee, on their part, to notify the President of 


S. Journal, 
p. 427,42a. 


Id. p. 429. 


Id. p. 393. 


H. Journal, 
p. 515. 525. 

S. Journal, 
p. 401. 


Id. p. 420. 


II. .Toumal, 
p. 586. 

S. Journal, 
p.431.435, 

4.36. 




132 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Cbaf. I. Organiuition of Houeei — Rulei, ice. 1791-02. 

proposed recess of Congress. Before this resolution received H. Journal, 
a response from the House, the resolution to adjourn on the 5th P* 
of May had been repealed, by a motion in that branch, and the 
10th of May had been agreed on; and the Senate had amended s. Journal, 
this resolution so as to make it read “ Tuesday, the 8th,” which P* 
was concurred in by the House. On the 7th, the House ap- 
pointed their committee to wait on the President, consisting of 
Messrs. Seney, Gilman, and Grove. The committee having per- id. p. 444. 
formed its duty, and the customary messages having been inter- 
Adjoum- changed by the two houses, an adjournment took place, on the H. Journal, 
8th of May, to the tirst Monday in November. P’ 


8£€Oi\D SJRSSION. 
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Os Monday, the 5th of November, the two houses reassembled 1792-93. 
at Philadelphia, when the following members were present : — 

Senators — Messrs. Langdon, Wingate, of New Hampshire; 

Strong, Cabot, of Massachusetts; Foster, of Rhode Island; Ells- 
worth, Sherman, of Connecticut; Bradley, Robinson, of Vermont ; S. Joumal, 
King, of New York ; Dickinson, Rutherford, of New Jersey ; Read, P’ 
of Delaware; Monroe, of Virginia; Brown, Edwards, of Ken- 
tucky ; Hawkins, of North Carolina ; Butler, Izard, of South Ca- 
rolina; Few, of Georgia. 

Representatives — Messrs. Gilman, Livermore, J. Smith, of 
New Hampshire; Ames, S. Bourne, Gerry, Goodhue, Thatcher, 

Ward, of Massachusetts; R Bourne, of Rhode Island; Learned, 

Sturges, Trumbull, (speaker,) of Connecticut; Niles, I. Smith, of 
Vermont; Benson, Lawrance, Tredwell, of New York ; Boudinot, id. p. 609, 
Clark, Dayton, of New Jersey ; Fitzsimons, Muhlenberg, of Penn- 
sylvania ; Key, Murray, of Maryland ; Giles, Madison, Moore, 

Parker, Venable, White, of Virginia ; Macon, Steele, Williamson, 
of North Carolina ; W. Smith, Sumpter, Tucker, of South Caro- 
lina ; Baldwin, Willis, of Georgia* 

The Vice-President being absent, and also Mr. Lee, who la, p. 451, 
had beeia elected President pro iemport at the last session, the 
Senate elected John Langdon to be President joro tempore. 

The usual messages that a quorum was in attendance, were id. p. 451, 
sent by the two houses to each other. Messrs. Izard and Strong ‘ 

were appointed on the part of the Senate; and Messrs. Boudinot, 
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2 d congrees. Kcj, and Moore, on the part of the House, to be a committee to 
^ notify the President that a quorum of the two houses is assem- 
bled, and ready to receive any communications he may think 
Chaplains, proper to make to them. The two houses also resolved to H. Journal, 
elect chaplains, in the usual form, and the Right Reverend P- 610 , 611 . 
Bishop White was elected by the Senate, and the Reverend Ash- 
bel Green by the House. The House adopted a resolution to 
Newspa- furnish the members with the usual allowance of newspapers; 
and a similar resolution was adopted by the Senate, on the fol- 
lowing day. 

On the 6th, the President having signified his intention to 
meet the two houses in the senate chamber, in order to make a 
communication to them, the House of Representatives repaired 
to the senate chamber, when the President delivered the follow- 
ing address: — 

‘^Fellow Citizens of the Senate^ and of the House of Eepre- 
scntatives : — 

Speech of It is some abatement of the satisfaction with which I meet s. Joumul, 
President, present occasion, that, in felicitating you on a conti- 

nuance of the national prosperity, generally, I am not able to add n journal, 

to it information that the Indian hostilities, which have, for some p-6il— 

' ' 613 

time past, distressed our north-western frontier, have terminated. 

You will, I am persuaded, learn with no less concern than I 
communicate it, that reiterated endeavours towards effecting a 
pacification, have hitherto issued only in new and outrageous 
proofs of persevering hostility on the part of the tribes with 
whom we are in contest. An earnest desire to procure tran- 
quillity to the frontier; to stop the further effusion of blood; to ar- 
rest the progress of expense; to forward the prevalent wish of the 
nation for peace, has led to strenuous efibrts, through various chan- 
nels, to accomplish these desirable purposes: in making which ef- 
forts, I consulted less my own anticipations of the event, or the 
scruples which some considerations were calculated to inspire, 
than the wish to find the object attainable; or, if not attainable, 
to ascertain unequivocally that such is the case. 

“ A detail of the measures which have been pursued, and of 
their consequences, which will be laid before you, while it will 
confirm to you the want of success thus far, will, I trust, evince, 
that means as proper and as efficacious as could have been de- 
vised, have been employed. The issue of some of them, indeed, 
is still depending ; but a favourable one, though not to be de- 
spaired of, is not promised by any thing that has yet happened. 
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^ Sb" mn**' * course of the attempts which have been made, some 

valuable citizens have fallen victims to their zeal for the public 
FrSent^ service. A sanction, commonly respected even among savages, 
has been found, in this instance, insufficient to protect from mas- 
sacre the emissaries of peace : it will, I presume, be duly consi- 
dered, whether the occasion does not call for an exercise of libe- 
rality towards the families of the deceased. 

“ It must add to your concern to.be informed, that, besides the 
continuation of hostile appearances among the tribes north of 
the Ohio, some threatening symptoms have, of late, been revived 
among some of those south of it. 

“ A part of the Clierokecs, known by the name of Chicka- 
magas, inhabiting five villages on the Tennessee river, have long 
been in the practice of committing depredations on the neigh- 
bouring settlements. 

“ It was hoped that the treaty of Ilolston, made with the Che- 
rokee nation, in July, 171)1, would have prevented a repetition 
of such depredations. But the event has not answered this hope. 
The Chickamagas, aided by some banditti of another tribe in 
their vicinity, have recently perpetrated wanton and unprovoked 
hostilities upon the citizens of the United States in that quarter. 
The information which has been received on this subject will be 
laid before you. Hitherto, defensive precautions, only, have been 
strictly enjoined and observed. 

“ It is not understood, that any breach of treaty or aggression 
whatsoever, on the part of the United States or their citizens, is 
even alleged as a pretext for the spirit of hostility in this quar- 
ter. 

** I have reason to believe, that every practicable exertion has 
been made, ^pursuant to the provision by law for that purpose,) 
to be prepared for the alternative of a prosecution of the war, in 
the event of a failure of pacific overtures. A large proportion of 
the troops authorized to be raised have been recruited, though 
the number is still incomplete ? and pains have been taken to dis- 
cipline, and piitiftem in condition for the particular kind of ser- 
vice to be ferfoitned. A delay of operations, (besides being 
dictated by:4lie measures which were pursuing towards a paci- 
fic termination of the war,) lias been, in itself, deemed prefera- 
ble to immature efforts. A statement from the proper depart- 
ment, with regard to the number of troops raised, and some 
other points which have been suggested, will afford more precise 
information as a guide to the legislative consultations; and, 
among other things, will enable Cpngress to judge whether some 
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2ii Congress, additional stimulus to the recruiting service may not be advi- 

2tl Session. ^ ^ o ./ 

sable. 

r^rSent^ “ In looking forward to the future expense of the operations 
which may be found inevitable, I derive consolation from the in- 
formation I receive, that the product of the revenues for the 
present year is likely to supersede the necessity of additional 
burdens on the community for the service of the ensuing year. 
This, however, will be better ascertained in the course of the 
session; and it is proper to add, that the information alluded to 
proceeds upon the supposition of no material extension of tlie 
spirit of hostility. 

“I cannot dismiss the subject of Indian affairs, without again 
recommending to your consideration the expediency of more ade- 
quate provisions for giving energy to the laws throughout our in- 
terior frontier, and for restraining the commission of outrages upon 
the Indians; without which all pacific plans must prove nugatory. 
To enable, by competent rewards, the employment of qualified 
and trusty persons to reside among them, as agents, would also 
contribute to the preservation of peace and good nciglibourhood. 
If, in addition to these expedients, an eligible plan could be de- 
vised for promoting civilization among the friendly tribes, and for 
carrying on trade with them, upon a scale equal to their wants, 
and under regulations calculated to protect them from imj)osition 
and extortion, its influence, in cementing their interest with ours, 
could not but be considerable. 


“The prosperous state of our revenue has heen intimated, 'i'his 
would be still more the case, were it not for the impediments 
which, in some places, continue to embarrass the collection of the 
duties on spirits distilled within the United States. These impe- 
diments have lessened, and are lessening, in local extent; and, as 
applied to the community at large, tlic conteptment with the law 
appears to be progressive. 

“But symptoms of increased opposition having lately mani- 
fested themselves in certain quarters, I judged a special interpo- 
sition on my part proper and advisable ; and, under this impres- 
sion, have issued a proclamation, warning against all unlawful 
combinations and proceedings, having for their object or tenden- 
cy to obstruct the operation of the law in question, and an- 
nouncing that all lawful ways and means would be strictly put 
in execution for bringing to justice the infractors thereof, and se- 
curing obedience thereto. 

“ Measures have also been taken for the prosecution of oflen- 
ders; and Congress may be assured, that nothing witliin constitu* 
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legal limits, which may depend upon me, shall be 
wanting to assert and maintain the just authority of the laws. 

President^^ In fulfilling this trust, I shall count entirely upon the full co-ope- 
ration of the other departments of the government, and upon the 
zealous support of all good citizens. 

“I cannot forbear to bring again into the view of the legisla- 
ture the subject of a revision of the judiciary system. A repre- 
sentation from the judges of the Supreme Court, which will be 
laid before you, points out some of the inconveniences that are 
experienced. In the course of the execution of the laws, consi- 
derations arise out of the structure of that system, which, in some 
cases, tend to relax their efficacy. As connected with this sub- 
ject, provisions to facilitate the taking of bail upon processes out 
of the courts of the United States, and a supplementary defini- 
tion of ofFences against the Constitution and laws of the Union, 
and of the punishment for such offences, will, it is presumed, be 
found worthy of particular attention. 

“ Observations on the value of peace with other nations are un- 
necessary. It would be wise, however, by timely provisions, to 
guard against those acis of our own citizens, which might tend 
to disturb it, and to put ourselves in a condition to give that sa- 
tisfaction to foreign nations which we may sometimes have occa- 
sion to require from them. I particularly recommend to your 
consideration the means of preventing those aggressions by our 
citizens on the territory of other nations, and other infractions of 
the laws of nations, which, furnishing just subject of complaint, 
might endanger our peace with them; and, in general, the main- 
tenance of a friendly intercourse with foreign powers will be 
presented to your attention by the expiration of the law for that 
purpose, which takes place, if not renewed, at the close of the 
present session. 

In execution of the authority given by the legislature, mea- 
sures have been taken for engaging some artists from abroad, to 
aid in the establkhment of our mint: others have been employed 
at home. Provision has been made for tbe requisite buildings, 
and these arc now putting into proper coniSlion for the purposes 
of the establishment. There has also been ft small beginning in 
the coinage of half dimes ; the want of small coins in circulation 
calling the first attention to them. 

“ The regulation of foreign coins in correspondency with the 
principles of our national coinage, as being essential to their due 
operation and to order in our money concerns, will, I doubt not, 
be resumed and completed. 
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2d Congress. It is represented that some provisions in the law which esta- 

2d Session. i i. , ^ • i 

~ bushes the post office, operate, in experiment, against the trans- 

PreSdent^ mission of newspapers to distant parts of the country. Should 
this, upon due inquiry, be found to be the fact, a full conviction 
of the importance of facilitating the circulation of political in- 
telligence and information will, I doubt not, lead to the applica- 
tion of a remedy. 

“ The adoption of a constitution for the state of Kentucky has 
been notified to me. The legislature will share with me in the 
satisfaction, w'hich arises from an event interesting to the happi- 
ness of the part of the nation to which it relates, and conducive 
to the general order. 

“ It is proper likewise to inform you, that since my last com- 
munication on the subject, and in further execution of the acts 
severally making provision for the public debt, and for the re- 
duction thereof, three new loans have been effected, each for 
three millions of florins : one at Antwerp, at the annual interest 
of four and a half per centf with an allowance of four per cent 
in lieu of all charges; and the other two at Amsterdam, at the 
annual interest of four cent.y with an allowance of five and 
one half per cent in one case, and of five per cent, in the other, 
in lieu of all charges. The rates of these loans, and the circum- 
stances under which they have been made, are confirmation of 
the high state of our credit abroad. 

“Among the objects to which these funds have been directed 
to be applied, the payment of the debts due to certain foreign 
officers, according to the provision made during the last session, 
has been embraced. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : — 

“I entertain a strong hope, that the state of the national 
finances is now sufficiently matured to enable you to enter upon 
a systematic and effectual arrangement for the regular redemp- 
tion and discharge of the public debt, according to the right 
which has been reserved to the government : no measure can be 
more desirable, whether viewed with an eye to its intrinsic im- 
portance, or to the general sentiment and wish of the nation. 

“ Provision is likewise requisite for the reimbursement of the 
loan which has been made of the bank of the United States, 
pursuant to the eleventh section of the act by which it is incor- 
porated. In fulfilling the public stipulations in this particular, 
it is expected a valuable saving will be made. 

“ Appropriations for the current service of the ensuing year, 
VoL. I. — 18 
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2 d^Jlno®n"' extraordinaries as may require provision, will de- 

mand, and, I doubt not, will engage your early attention. 

Speech of 

President. u Qentlemen of the Senate, and the House of Representatives : — 

** I content myself with calling your attention, generally, to 
such objects not particularized in my present address, as have 
been suggested in my former communications to you. 

“Various temporary laws will expire during the present ses- 
sion. Among these, that which regulates trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes will merit particular notice. 

“ The results of your common deliberations hitherto will, I 
trust, be productive of solid and durable advantages to our 
constituents; such as, by conciliating more and more their ulti- 
mate suffrage, will tend to strengthen and confirm their attach- 
ment to that constitution of government, upon which, under Di- 
vine Providence, materially depend their union, their safety, and 
their happiness. 

“ Still further to promote and secure these inestimable ends, 
there is nothing which can have a more powerful tendency, than 
the careful cultivation of harmony, combined with a due re- 
gard to stability in the public councils. 

“ G, Washington.” 

** United States, November 6th, 1792.” 

Messrs. Strong, King, and Rutherford, were appointed a com- 
mittee of the Senate, to prepare an address in answer to his 
speech; and a draft of an address was reported on the following 
day. The draft having been considered and amended on the 
8th, and the President having appointed 11 o’clock of the 9th 
to receive the address, it was then presented by the president pro 
tempore^ attended by the Senate, at the President’s house, as 
follows: — 


To the President of the United States : — 

Address of ^‘Accept, sir, our grateful acknowledgments for your ad- 

Sentte. dress at the opening of the present session. We participate with 
you in the satisfaction arising from the continuance of the gene- 
ral prosperity of the nation, but it is not without the most sin- 
cere concern that we are informed that the reiterated efforts which 
have been made to efl^ii|||ish peace with the hostile Indians, have 
hitherto failed to a<g||||||lish that desired object. Hoping that 
the measures still wp^nding may prove more successful than 
those which have preceded them, we shall, nevertheless, concur 
in every necessary preparation for the alternative; and, should 
the Indians on either side of the Ohio persist in their hostilities. 
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2d Congress, fidelity to the Union, as well as afiection for our fellow citizens 

^ on the frontiers, will ensure our decided co-operation in every 

Address of j^easure which shall be deemed requisite for their protection and 
safety. 

At the same time that we avow the obligation of the go- 
vernment to afford its protection to every part of the Union, we 
cannot refrain from expressing our regret that even a small por- 
tion of our fellow citizens, in any quarter of it, should have 
combined to oppose the operation of the law for the collection 
of duties on spirits distilled within the United States: a law re- 
peatedly sanctioned by the authority of the nation, and, at this 
juncture, materially connected with the safety and protection of 
those who oppose it. Should the means already adopted fail in 
securing obedience to this law, such further measures as may be 
thought necessary to carry the same into complete operation, 
cannot fail to receive the approbation of the legislature, and the 
support of every patriotic citizen. 

‘<It yields us particular pleasure to learn, that the productive- 
ness of the revenue of the present year will, probably, supersede 
the necessity of any additional tax for the service of the next. 

The organization of the government of the state of Ken- 
tucky, being an event peculiarly interesting to a part of our 
fellow citizens, and conducive to the general order, affords us 
particular satisfaction. 

We are happy to learn, that the high state of our credit 
abroad has been evinced by the terms in which the new loans 
have been negotiated. 

“ In the course of the session, we shall proceed to take into 
consideration the several objects which you have been pleased to 
recommend to our attention; and, keeping in view the import- 
ance of union and stability in the public councils, we shall la- 
bour to render our decisions conducive to the safety and happi- 
ness of our country. 

We repeat with pleasure our assurances of confidence in 
your administration, and our ardent wish that your unabated zeal 
for the public good may be rewarded by the durable prosperity 
of the nation, and every ingredient of personal happiness. 

“John Langdon, 

“ President pro tempore.^ ^ 

To this address the President of the United States made the 
following reply ; — 

Reply of I derive much pleasure, gentlemen, from your very salis- 
Prcsident, factory address. The renewed assurances of your confidence in 
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my administration, and the expression of your wish for my per- 
sonal happiness, claim and receive my particular acknowledg- 
ments. In my future endeavour for the public welfare, to which 
my duty may call me, I shall not cease to count upon the firm, 
enlightened, and patriotic support of the Senate. 

“G. Washington.’* 

On the 7th, the House of Representatives resolved that an H. Journal, 
address should be presented to the President, and Messrs. Ma- 
dison, Benson, and Murray, were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare the same. Mr. Madison, from this committee, reported an 
address on the 9th, which, being amended and agreed to, was 
presented to the President of the United States on the 12th of 
November, by the speaker, attended by the House, as fol- 
lows: — 

Sir: The House of Representatives, who always feel a satis- id. p. 616, 
faction in meeting you, are much concerned that the occasion 
for mutual felicitation, aflbrded by the circumstances favourable 
to the national prosperity, should be abated by a continuance of 
that hostile spirit of many of the Indian tribes; and, particular- 
ly, that the reiterated efforts for effecting a general pacification 
with them should have issued in new proofs of their persevering 
enmity, and the barbarous sacrifice of citizens, who, as the mes- 
sengers of peace, were distinguishing themselves by their zeal 
for the public service. In our deliberations on this important 
department of our affairs, we shall be disposed to pursue every 
measure that may be dictated by the sincerest desire, on one 
hand, of cultivating peace, and manifesting, by every practica- 
ble regulation, our benevolent regard for the welfare of these 
misguided people; and, by the duty we feel, on the other, to 
provide, effectually, for the safety and protection of our fellow 
citizens. 

“ While with regret we learn, that symptoms of opposition to 
the law imposing duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States have manifested themselves, we reflect with consolation, 
that they are confined to a small portion of our fellow citizens. 

It is not more essential to the preservation of true liberty, that 
a government should be always ready to listen to the represen- 
tations of its constituents, and to accommodate its measures to 
the sentiments and wishes of every part of them, as far as will 
consist with the good of the whole, than it is, that the just au- 
thority of the laws should be steadfastly maintained. Under this 
impression, every department of the government, and all good 
citizens, must approve the measures you have taken, and the 



HISTORY OP CONGRESS. 


141 


Chap. I. 


2d Conpres*. 
2d Session. 

Address to 
President. 


Organization of Housea—Rulea, dec. 

purpose you have formed, to execute this part of your trust with 
firmness and energy: and be assured, sir, of every constitu- 
tional aid and co-operation which may become requisite on our 
part. And we hope, that, while the progress of contentment 
under the law in question is as obvious as it is rational, no parti- 
cular part of the community may be permitted to withdraw 
from the general burdens of the country, by a conduct as irre- 
concilable to national justice as it is inconsistent with public de- 
cency. 

“ The productive state of the public revenue, and the con- 
firmation of the credit of the United States abroad, evinced by 
the loans at Antwerp and Amsterdam, are communications the 
more gratifying, as they enforce the obligation to enter on 
systematical and effectual arrangements for discharging the 
public debt, as fast as the conditions of it will permit; and we 
take pleasure in the opportunity to assure you of our entire con- 
currence in the opinion, that no measure can be more desirable, 
whether viewed with an eye to the urgent wish of the commu- 
nity, or the intrinsic importance of promoting so happy a change 
in our situation. 

The adoption of a constitution for the state of Kentucky, is 
an event in which we join in all the satisfaction you have ex- 
pressed. It may be considered as particularly interesting, since, 
besides the immediate benefits resulting from it, it is another 
auspicious demonstration of the facility and success wuth which 
an enlightened people is capable of providing, by free and deli- 
berate plans of government, for their own safety and happiness 

“ The operation of the law establishing the post office, as it 
relates to the transmission of newspapers, will merit our parti- 
cular inquiry and attention — the circulation of political intelli- 
gence through these vehicles, being justly reckoned among the 
surest means of preventing the degeneracy of a free govern- 
ment, as well as of recommending every salutary public measure 
to the confidence and co-operation of all virtuous citizens. 

“ The several other matters which you have communicated 
and recommended, will, in their order, receive the attention due 
to them ; and our discussions will, in all cases, we trust, be guided 
by a proper respect for harmony and stability in the public coun- 
cils, and a desire to conciliate more and more the attachment of 
cmr constituents to the constitution, by measures accommodated 
to the true ends for which it was established.” 

To which address the President of the United States made 
the following reply : — 


1T92-03. 
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“ Gentlemen : It gives me pleasure to express to you the satis- H. Journal, 
faction which your address affords me. I feel, as I ought, the P* 
approbation you manifest of the measures I have taken, and the 
purpose I have formed, to maintain, pursuant to the trust reposed 
in me by the constitution, the respect which is due to the laws ; 
and the assurance which you, at the same time, give me, of eve- 
ry constitutional aid and co-operation that may become requisite, 
on your part. 

“ This is a new proof of that enlightened solicitude for the 
establishment and confirmation of public order, which, embracing 
a zealous regard for the principles of true liberty, has guided the 
deliberations of the House of Representatives; a perseverance 
in which can alone secure, under the Divine blessing, the real 
and permanent felicity of our common country. 

‘‘G. Washington.” 

On the 28th of November, the secretary of the Senate was di- s. Journal, 
rected to purchase a map of the United States, and maps of the P* 
respective states, for the use of the Senate. 

A motion was made on the 3d of January, 1793, that the Se- 
nate adopt the following resolutions : — 

“ Resolved — That the Senate of the United States are indivi- id. p. 467 , 
vidually responsible for their conduct to their constituents, who 
are entitled to such information as will enable them to form a 
just estimate thereof. 

Resolved — That the Journals are too voluminous and expensive 
to circulate generally; and if it were otherwise, that the infor- 
mation they contain, as to the principles, motives, and designs, of 
individual members, is inadequate. 

** Resolved — That this information, defective as it is, becomes 
more nugatory and delusive, in proportion as the occasion for it 
increases, since the Senate make their own Journals. 

“ Resolved — That the conducting of the legislative and judicial 
powers of the Senate in public, and suffering an account of their 
measures and deliberations to be published in the newspapers, is 
the best means of diffusing general information concerning the 
principles, motives, and conduct, of individual members ; and that, 
by withholding this information, responsibility becomes unavail- 
ing ; the influence of their constituents over one branch of the le- 
gislature, in a great measure, annihilated; and the best security 
which experience has devised against the abuse of powder and a 
mal-administration, abandoned. 
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2 d Congress. ^^Resolved, therefore , — That it be a standing rule that the doors 

2d Session. ^ ^ 

■ : r of the senate chamber remain open, whilst the Senate shall be 

open doors Sitting in a legislative or judicial capacity, except on such occa- 
of Senate. sJons as, in their judgment, may require secrecy: and that this 
rule shall commence and be in force on the first day of the next 
session of Congress. 

^‘Resolved — That the secretary of the Senate request the com- 
missioners of the city and county of Philadelphia to cause a pro- 
per gallery to be erected for the accommodation of an audience.^’ 

Considera- A motion to print these resolutions was negatived, and their s. Journal, 
poned^°^^' consideration was postponed till the first Monday in February. P* 

On the 4th of February, the subject was again taken up. A 
motion was then made for the previous question, namely — whe- 
ther the question should be now put on the four preliminary 
resolutions; and the question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gunn, Monroe, Potts, 
Taylor.— 7. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, 

Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate. — 21. 

Motion ne- The question was then taken on agreeing to the main ques- 
g^tived. being the fifth resolution; and the yeas and nays being 

called, it was decided as follows: — 

Yea^ — Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gunn, Hawkins, 

King, Monroe, Potts, Taylor. — 10. 

J^ays — Messrs, Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Foster, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robin- 
son, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 18. 

The last resolution was then negatived without a division. 

On the 18th of February, the following message was received 
from the President of the United States: — 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : — 

Plat of ter- “ I DOW lay before you a report and plat of the territory of id. p. 489. 

United States on the Potomac, as given in by the cominis- 
o omac. territory, together with a letter from the secreta- 

ry of state, which accompanied them. The papers, being origi- 
nal, are to be again deposited with the record of the depart- 
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8d STsfo?"* state, after having answered the purpose of your infor- 

matioD. 

“ G. Washington. 

** United States, February 18, 1793.” 

OMerto On the 2d of March, the Senate passed an order, ^‘that the S. Journal, 
Secretary return all original papers not addressed to the Senate, P* 
pcrs. which have been laid before them, during the present session, 
by the President, or by any of the heads of departments.” 

Examining On the 5th of February, the House of Representatives ap- H. Journal, 
Pre^de^t po^^ded Messrs. W. Smith, Madison, and Lavvrance, a commit- 

tee, on their part; and on the 6th, the Senate appointed Messrs. S. Journal, 
King, Izard, and Strong, to be their committee, ‘‘to ascertain 
and report the mode of examining the votes foi* President and 
Vice-President; and of notifying the persons who shall be elect- 
ed, of their election; and to regulate the time, place, and man- 
ner of administering the oath of office to the President.” On the H. Journal, 
1 1th, the joint committee reported to the two houses; and in pur- 
suance of this report, the House of Representatives repaired to 
the Senate chamber on the 13th, when the votes were counted 
in the presence of both houses, and George Washington was de- s. Journal, 
dared to be unanimously elected President of the United States, 
and John Adams, by a plurality of votes, elected Vice-President, 
for the period of four years. On the 14th, a joint committee H. Journal, 
was appointed to notify the President of his election; consisting P’ 
of Messrs. W. Smith, Madison, and Lavvrance, of the House, and 
Messrs. King, Izard, and Strong, of the Senate; and on the fol- 
lowing day, this committee reported that they had performed the 
duty assigned to them. 

BUI for The House of Representatives, on the 20lh of February, ap- id.p.709— 
afm Messrs. Muhlenberg, W, Smith, and Sedgwick, a com- 

of Con- mittee to bring in a bill fixing the time for the next annual meet- 
yrew* ing of Congress. On the 22d, the bill was reported, received 
its first and second readings, and on the 23d the bill was passed 
by the house. In the Senate the bill received its first reading s. Journal, 
on the 23d, was read a second time, and amended on the 25th, 495^*^^^' 
and on the 26th it was read a third time. On the 27th the House h. Journal 
disagreed to the amendments made by the Senate, and on the P* 
same day, the Senate determined to adhere to their amendments, s. Journal, 
The House having, on the 28th, resolved to insist on their disa- P* 
greement, desired a conference with the Senate, on the subject 
matter of the same, and appointed Messrs. Livermore, Muhlen- h. Journal, 
berg, and W. Smith, to be managers of the said conference, on P’ 
the part of the House. The Senate having agreed to the pro- 
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od Congress, posed Conference, appointed Messrs. Gunn, Taylor, and Lang- s. Journal, 

— don, to be managers of the said conference, on their part. On p 498.509. 

the 2d of March, this committee reported to the two houses, H, Journal. 
^Hhat they could not come to any agreement:’^ and thus the 
bill W’^as defeated. 

Election of On the 1st of March the Vice-President being absent, the Se- S. Journal, 
nate proceeded to the election of a president tempore y dXidi P* 

^ John Langdon was. elected. 

Committee Both houses having brought their business to a close, appoint- id. p. 505. 
FreTident” Saturday evening, the 20th of March, a joint committee, 

consisting of Messrs. Johnson and Rutherford, of the Senate, 
and Messrs. Boudinot, Sedgwick, and Hindman, of the House, 
to W’ait on the President, and inform him that Congress was 
Thanks to about to adjourn. The thanks of the house were then unani- ll. Journal, 
speaker. j^Q^gjy Jonathan Trumbull, <Hn testimony of their ap- P* 

probation of his conduct in the chair, and in the execution of the 
difficult and important trust reposed in him as speaker of the 
said house.’^ The speaker then addressed the house as follows: — 

Speaker’s ^^Gentlemen: You have made me very happy by this testimony 
reply. of your approbation of my conduct in the chair. I feel, at the same 
time, an additional pleasure in this opportunity of rendering to you 
my sincere acknowledgments for the kind candour and indulgence, 
as well as the constant aid and support, which I have experienced 
in the performance of the duty which you were pleased to assign 
me. Be assured, gentlemen, I shall ever retain a grateful sense 
of your goodness; and you will suffer me to add, that my best 
wishes for your welfare and happiness, in public and private life, 
will attend each member of this honourable body.^^ 

officers to By a previous resolution of the house, it had been resolved id. p. 731. 
remain till clerk, door-kecper, and assistant door-keeper of the house, 

^ppolS. should be deemed to continue in office, until Successors should 
be appointed. 

The joint committee having reported that the President had 
Adjourn- no further communications to make, the two houses then ad- 
journed, sme die. 


VoL. I. — 19 
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CHAPTER n. 

Ratifications of Consfitiilion — Amendments proposed to States — Ratifications of 
AmcrKlmcnts — Ccasus — Apportionment of Representation — Officers to fill Va- 
cancies in Office — Time of choosing Electors — Ti-ansmission of Votes — Com- 
pensation Bill — Judiciary — Salaries — Processes — Courts — Fugitives from Jus- 
tice — Crimes and Punishments — Prisoners — Private Claims — Admission of 
Kentucky and Vermont. 

Previously to the assembling of the First Congress at the city 
of New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, had ratified the Constitution. The 
ralification of the Constitution hy the state of North Carolina, 
took place in a convention of the “ freemen, citizens, and inha- 
bitants,” of that state, on the 21st of December, 1781), and was 
communicated to the two houses of Congress, in a message from 
the President of the United Slates, on the 11th of January, 1790. 
The stale of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in con- 
vention, ratified the Constitution on the 29th of May, 1790, en- 
joining it upon her senators and representatives to use all their 
influence to obtain the adoption, by Congress, of twenty-one 
amendments, which are specified and attached to the act of ra- 
tification. The first communication of the fact, hy the President 
of the United States, to Congress, was made on the 1st of June, 
1790; and a copy of the act of ratification was transmitted to 
each house on the 10th of June. The amendments proposed by 
the state of Rhode Island are as follows: — 

First. The United States shall guaranty to each state its 
sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, juris- 
diction, and right, which is not by this Constitution expressly de- 
legated to the United States. 

Second. That Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere 
in, the times, places, or manner, of holding elections for senators 
and representatives, or cither of them, except when the legisla- 
ture of any state shall neglect, refuse, or be disabled by invasion 
or rebellion, to prescribe the same; or in case when the provision 
made by the slates is so imperfect, as that no consequent election 
is had, and then only until the legislature of such slate shall make 
provision in the premises. 
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1st Congress. « Third, It is declared by the convention, that the judicial 

Amend- power of the United States, in cases in which a stale may be a 
posed extend to criminal prosecutions, or to authorize 

K. Island, any suit by any person against a state ; But, to remove all doubts 
or controversies respecting the same, that it be especially ex- 
pressed, as a part of the Constitution of the United States, that 
Congress shall not, directly, or indirectly, either by themselves, or 
through the judiciary, interfere with any one of the states in the 
redemption of paper money already emitted and now in circula- 
tion, or in liquidating or discharging the public securities of any 
one state: that each and every state shall have the exclusive 
right of making such laws and regulations for the before-men- 
tioned purpose, as they shall think proper. 

Fourth, That no amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, hereafter to be made, pursuant to the fifth article, shall 
take effect, or become a part of the Constitution of the United 
States, after the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, without the consent of eleven of the states heretofore 
united under one confederation. 

^^Fifth, That the judicial powers of the United States shall ex- 
tend to no possible case, where the cause of action shall have ori- 
ginated before the ratification of this Constitution, except in dis- 
putes between the states about their territory; disputes between 
persons claiming lands under grants of different states; and debts 
due to the United States. 

“ Sixth, That no person shall be compelled to do military duty 
otherwise than by voluntary enlistment, except in cases of gene- 
ral invasion ; any thing in the second paragraph of the sixth ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, or any law made under the Constitution, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“ Seventh, That no capitation or poll tax shall ever be laid by 
Congress. 

“ Eighth, In cases of direct taxes, Congress shall first make re- 
quisitions on the several states to assess, levy, and pay, their re- 
spective proportions of such requisitions, in such way and man- 
ner as the legislatures of the several states shall judge best ; and 
in case any state shall neglect or refuse to pay its proportion, 
pursuant to such requisition, then Congress may assess and levy 
such state’s proportion, together with interest, at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum, from the time prescribed in such requisition. 

“ Ninth, That Congress shall lay no direct taxes without the 
consent of the legislatures of three-fourths of the states in the 
Union. 
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“ Tenth. That the Journals of the proceedings of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, shall be published as soon as con- 
veniently may be, at least once in every year, except such parts 
thereof, relating to treaties, alliances, or military operations, as 
in their judgment require secrecy. 

Eleventh. That regular statements of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of all public moneys, shall be published at least once 
a year. 

** Tzoelfth. As standing armies in time of peace are dangerous 
to liberty, and ought not to be kept up except in cases of ne- 
cessity, and, as at all times the military should be under strict 
subordination to the civil power, that, therefore, no standing 
army, or regular troops, shall be raised, or kept up in time of 
peace. 

“ Thirteenth. That no moneys be borrowed on the credit of the 
United States, without the assent of two-thirds of the senators 
and representatives present in each house. 

Fourteenth. That the Congress shall not declare war, with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators and repre- 
tentatives present in each house. 

‘‘ Fifteenth. That the words ‘ without the consent of Con- 
gress,’ in the seventh clause in the ninth section of the first arti- 
cle of the Constitution, be expunged. 

Sixteenth. That no judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States shall hold any other office under the United States, or 
any of them: nor shall any officer appointed by Congress, or by 
the President and Senate of the United States, be permitted to 
hold any office under the appointment of any of the states. 

Seventeenth. As a traffic lending to establish or continue the 
slavery of any part of the human species, is disgraceful to the 
cause of liberty and humanity, tlttit Congress shall, as soon as 
may be, promote and establish such laws and regulations as may 
effectually prevent the importation of slaves of every descrip- 
tion into the United States. 

“ Eighteenth. That the state legislatures have power to recall, 
when they think it expedient, their federal senators, and to send 
others in their stead. 

** JVineieen0L Tl^t Congress have power to establish a uniform 
rule of inhabitancy or settlement of the poor of the different 
ftates, throughout the United States. 

Twentieth. That Congress erect no company with exclusive 
advantages of commerce. 

Tieenty first. That wjien two members shall move or call for 
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the ayes and nays on any question, they shall be entered on the 
Journals of the houses respectively.” 

During the first session of the first Congress, Mr. Benson sub- 
mitted to the House of Representatives a motion that the house 
go into committee of the whole, on the state of the Union, in 
order to consider the following resolution: — 

“ The Congress of the United States do resolve and declare it 
to be their most earnest desire, that the legislature of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations do recommend to 
the people of that state to choose delegates to meet in conven- 
tion, and to w’hom the Constitution of the United Stales is to be 
submitted, conformably to the unanimous resolution of the United 
States in Congress assembled, of the 28th of September, 1787.” 

Some debate took place on this motion, when the previous 
question being demanded, it was determined that the main ques- 
tion should not now be put. 

On the 5th of May, 1789, Mr. Bland, a representative from 
Virginia, presented to the House of Jlej)resentatives the follow- 
ing application, in the name and behalf of the legislature and 
commonwealth of Virginia : — 

“VIRGINIA, TO wit: — 

“//z Gcna'dl ^ssanhlyy November 14M, 1788. 

“ Resolved — That an application be made in the name and on 
behalf of the legislature of this commonwealth to the Con- 
gress of the United States, in the words following, to wit: — 

The good people of this commonwealth, in convention as- 
sembled, having ratified the Constitution submitted to their con- 
sideration, this legislature has, in conformity to that act, and the 
resolutions of the United States, in Congress assembled, to them 
transmitted, thought proper to make the arrangements that were 
necessary for carrying it into etlect. Having thus shown them- 
selves obedient to the voice of their constituents, all America 
will find that so far as it depended on them, that plan of govern- 
ment will be carried into immediate operation. 

But the sense of the people of Virginia would be but in part 
complied with, and but little regarded, if we went no further. 
In the very moment of adoption, and coeval with the ratification 
of the new plan of government, the general voice of the con- 
vention of this state pointed to objects no less interesting to the 
people we represent, and equally entitled to our attention. At 
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ist conjp-ess. the Same time that, from motives of affection to our sister states, 

Ist Session. , 

the convention yielded their assent to the ratification, they gave 
tionof Vi^' unequivocal proofs that they dreaded its operation un- 

ginia. der the present form. 

“ In acceding to the government, under this impression, pain- 
ful must have been the prospect, had they not derived conso- 
lation from a full expectation of its imperfections being speedi- 
ly amended. In this resource, therefore, they placed their con- 
fidence — a confidence that will continue to support them, whilst 
they have reason to believe that they have not calculated upon 
it in vain. 

“ In making known to you the objections of the people of this 
commonwealth to the new plan of government, we deem it unne- 
cessary to enter into a particular detail of its defects, which they 
consider as involving all the great and unalienable rights of free- 
men. For their sense on tliis subject, we beg leave to refer you 
to the proceedings of their late convention, and the sense of the 
house of delegates, as expressed in their resolutions of the 30th 
day of October, 1788. 

“We think proper, however, to declare, that, in our opinion, 
as these objections were not founded in speculative theory, but 
deduced from principles which have been established by the me- 
lancholy example of other nations m different ages, so they will 
never be removed, until the cause itself shall cease to exist. 
The sooner, therefore, the public apprehensions are quieted, and 
the government is possessed of the confidence of the people, the 
more salutary will be its operations, and the longer its duration. 

“ The cause of amendment we consider as a common cause: 
and, since concessions have been made from political motives, 
which, we conceive, may endanger the republic, we trust that a 
commendable zeal will be shown for obtaining those provisions, 
which experience has taught us are necessary to secure from 
danger the unalienable rights of human nature. 

“ The anxiety with which our countrymen press for the ac- 
complishment of this important end, will ill admit of delay. The 
slow forms of congressional discussion and recommendation, if, 
indeed, they should ever agree to any change, w^ould, we fear, 
be less certain of succe*^ Happily for their wishes, the Consti- 
tution hath presented an alternative, by admitting the submis- 
sion to a convention of the states. To this, therefore, we resort 
as the source from whence they are to derive relief from their 
present apprehensions. 

“We do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents, in the most 
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lei^ngress. eamcst and solemn manner, make this application to Congress, 

^ that a convention be immediately called of deputies from the se- 

tion of vlr- states, with full power to take into their consideration the 
ginia. defects of this Constitution that have been suggested by the state 
conventions, and report such amendments thereto as they shall 
find best suited to promote our common interests, and secure to 
ourselves, and our latest posterity, the great and unalienable 
rights of mankind. 

“ John Jones, 

“ Speaker of Senate, 
“Thomas Mathews, 

“ Spealcer of House of Delegates.^* 

Mr. Bland moved to refer this application to a committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union, and the motion was second- 
ed by Mr. Parker. But the motion was subsequently waived, 
and it was agreed to enter the application at large on the Jour- 
nal ; as it was deemed by Mr. Madison and others that Congress 
had no right to enter upon the subject of a convention to amend 
the Constitution, until required to do so by two-thirds of the 
states. 

Mr. Lawrance, a representative from New York, presented to 
the house, on the following day, the following application, in the 
name and behalf of the legislature of that state ; — 


Applica- 
tion of 
New York. 


“ State of New York. 

**I?i Jlsscjnhiij, February 5th, 1789, 

“ Resolved — If the honourable the Senate concur therein, that H. .Journal,, 
an application be made to the Congress of the United States of 
America, in the name and behalf of the legislature of this state, 
in the words following, to wit : — 

“ The people of the state of New York having ratified the 
convention agreed to on the 17th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1787, by the convention then assembled at Phila- 
delphia, in the state of Pennsylvania, as explained by the said 
ratification, in the fullest confidence of obtaining a revision of 
the said Constitution by a general convention : and in confidence 
that certain powers in and by the said Constitution granted, 
would not be exercised, until a convention should have been 
called and convened for proposing amendments to the said Con- 
stitution. In compliance, therefore, with the unanimous sense 
of the convention of this state, who all united in opinion, that 
such a revision was necessary to recommend the said const! tu- 
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lat^ngress. lion to thc approbation and support of a numerous body of their 
constituents ; and a majority of the members of which conceived 
tlonSNew ®^veral articles of the Constitution so exceptionable, that nothing 
York. but such confidence, and an invincible reluctance to separate from 
our sister states, could have prevailed upon a sufficient number 
to assent to it, without stipulating for previous amendments ; and 
from a conviction that the apprehensions and discontents which 
these articles occasion, cannot be removed or allayed, unless an 
act to revise thc said Constitution be among the first that shall 
be passed by the new Congress; we, thc legislature of thc state 
of New York, do, in behalf of our constituents, in the most ear- 
nest and solemn manner, make this application, to the Congress, 
that a convention of deputies from thc several states be called 
as early as possible, with full powers to take the said Constitution 
into their consideration, and to propose such amendments there- 
to, as they shall find best calculated to promote our common in- 
terests, and secure to ourselves, and our latest posterity, the great 
and unalienable rights of mankind. 

By order of thc assembly : 

‘‘JoiiiV Lansing, jr., 

“ Speaker, 

‘‘In Senate, February 7, 1789. 

“ By order of ihc Senate, 

“PiEimi; Van Cohtlandt, President.*^ 

Subject The first action of Congress upon this subject was on the 8th 

moved in pf June, when a motion was made in the House of Representa- 
tbe liousc. . , , 1 , , . . . 

tivcs, that the house cio come to a resolution, stating certain 

specific amendments proper to be proposed by Congress to the 
legislatures of the slates, to become, if ratified by three-fourths 
thereof, part of the Constitution of the United States, which 
motion was referred to the consideration of the committee of the 
whole house on the state of thc Union. On the 21st of July, 
the house, on motion, ordered that the committee of the whole 
house on the stale of the Union be discharged from proceeding 
on this motion; and that the said motion, together with the 
amendments to the said Constitution, as proposed by the several 
states, be referred to a committee, to consist of a member from 
each slate, with instruction to take thc subject of amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, generally, into their con- 
sideration, and to report thereupon to the house: and the fol- 
Commiucc lowing committee was appointed: IMcssrs. V'ining, Madison, 
appointed. Baldwin, Sherman, Ikirke, Clymer, Benson, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Reported. Boudinot, and Gale. Mr. \'iiiing made a report from this commit- 
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ist Congress, tce OR the 28th of July, which was read and ordered to lie on the 

^ table. And, on the 3d of August, the house resolved, that it H. Journal, 

Consider- would, on Wednesday the 12th, resolve itself into a committee 
whole house to take the subject into consideration. On 
the whole, the 13th, the house went into committee of the whole on the re- 
port, which occupied the committee daily until the 18th, on 
Amend- which day the committee reported several amendments. Pre- 
ments. viously to the house going into committee on the 18th, the fol- 
lowing motion was submilled: — 

“ That such of the amendments to the Constitution, proposed Id. p. 81 . 
by the several states, as are not in substance comprised in the 
report of the select committee appointed to consider amend- 
Motion ments, be referred to a committee of the whole house; and that 
submitted, amendments which shall be agreed to by the committee 

. last mentioned, be included in one report.” 

The previous question having been demanded by five mem- 
bers — Shall the main question, to agree to the said order, be 
now put?” — on the question, ‘‘Shall the main question be now 
put?” — the ayes and noes being required, it was decided as fol- 
lows; — 

— Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Griffin, Grout, 

Hathorn, Livermore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Sherman, 

Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker. — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 
Wynkoop. — 34. 

Proposi- 18th, it was moved that the following propositions of id. p. 82. 

tlon to a- amendment to the Constitution of the United States be referred 
stitution?^' to a committee of the whole house; to wit: — 

Article 1, Section 2 j Clause 2 . — At the end, add these 
words; ‘nor shall any person be capable of serving as a repre- 
sentative more than six years, in any term of eight years.^ 

“ Clause 3. — At the end, add these words: ‘from and after 
the commencement of the year 1795, the election of senators 
for each state shall be annual: and no person shall be capable of 
serving as a senator more than five years, in any term of six 
years.^ 

VoL. I. — 20 
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Seciicm 4, Claicse 1. — Strike out the words, ‘ But the Con- 
gress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing senators.^ 

Section 5, Clause 1. — Amend the first part to read thus: 
<Each state shall be the judge (according to its own laws) of the 
election of its senators and representatives to sit in Congress, 
and shall furnish them with sufficient credentials; but each bouse 
shall judge of the qualifications of its own members. A majo- 
rity of said houses shall constitute,’ &c. 

Clause 2. — Strike out these words: ‘ and, with the concur- 
rence of two-thirds, expel a member;’ and insert the word ^and,’ 
after the word ^ proceedings.’ 

‘‘ Section 6, Clause 2. — Amend, to read thus: ‘ No person, 
having been elected, and having taken his seat as a senator or re- 
presentative, shall, during the time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United 
States; and no person,’ &c. 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1. — At the end, add these words: 
<No direct tax shall be laid, unless any state shall have neglect- 
ed to furnish, in due time, its proportion of a previous requisi- 
tion; in which case, Congress may proceed to levy, by direct 
taxation, within any state so neglecting, its proportion of such 
requisition, together with interest, at the rate of six per cent, 
per annum j from the time it ought to have been furnished, and 
the charges of levying the same.’ 

Clause 9 . — Strike out the words, ^ tribunals inferior to the 
Supreme Court,’ and insert the words, * Courts of Admiralty.’ 

‘‘ Clause 17. — At the end, add these words: ^Provided, That 
the Congress shall not have authority to make any law to pre- 
vent the laws of the states respectively, in which such district 
or places may be, from extending to such district or places in all 
civil and criminal matters, in which any person, without the li- 
mits of such district or places, shall be a party aggrieved.’ 

Section 9, Clause 7. — Strike out the words, ^ without the 
consent of the Congress;’ and amend to read thus: ^ shall accept 
of any present or emolument, or hold any office or title of any 
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state: Pro- 
videdy That this clause shall not be construed to affect the rights 
of those persons (during their own lives) who are now citizens 
of the United States, and hold foreign titles.’ 

Section 10, Clause 2. — Amend the first sentence to read 
thus: ‘ No state shall lay any duties on imports or exports, or 
any duty of tonnage, except such as shall be uniform in their 
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im 


istconfress. operation on all foreign nations, and consistent with the existing 
treaties; and also uniform in their operation on the citizens of all 
tion^o^- the several states in the Union. ^ 

mend Con- Article 2, Section I y Clauses. — At the end, add these 
stitution. Yvords: ^ nor shall any person be capable of holding the office of 
President of the United States more than eight years in any 
term of twelve years. ’ 

Section 2, Clause 1. — Strike out the words, ‘ be command- 
er-in-chief,’ and insert, ‘ have power to direct (agreeably to law) 
the operations.” 

<< Clause 3. — At the end, add these words: “He shall also 
have power to suspend from his office, for a time not exceeding 
twelve months, any officer whom he shall have reason to think 
unfit to be intrusted with the duties thereof; and Congress may, 
by law, provide for the absolute removal of officers found to be 
unfit for the trust reposed in them.’ 

‘^Article 3, Section 1. — From each sentence strike out the 
words, ‘inferior courts,’ and insert the words, ‘ Courts of Ad- 
miralty.’ 

Section 2y Clause 1. — Strike out the words, ‘between a 
state and citizens of another state,’ &c., to the end, and amend 
to read thus; ‘ between a state and foreign states, and between 
citizens of the United States, claiming the same lands under 
grants of different states.’ 

“ Article 6, Clause 3. — Between the word ‘ no,’ and the word 
‘ religious,’ insert the word, ‘ other.’ ” 


Ne^tived. On the question of the commitment of these propositions, it 
was decided in the negative. 


H. Journal, 
p. 83, 84. 


Decision On the 19th and 20th of August, the house was occupied in u. p. 85, 

on report consideration of the amendments made by the committee of 86. 
of commit- . ^ r 1 

tee. the whole house to the report of the committee of eleven; and, 
on the 20th, the said amendments being partly agreed to, and 
partly disagreed to, the house proceeded to consider the original 
report of the committee of eleven, consisting of seventeen arti- 
Adoptlon cles, as now amended; and the sixteen first articles were agreed 

of sixteen two-thirds of the members concurring. The articles agreed 
articles. ^ „ 

to are as follows: — 

“ 1. After the first enumeration, there shall be one represent- 
ative for every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount 
to one hundred; after which the proportion shall be so regulated 
by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred re- 
presentatives, nor less than one representative for every for- 
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iJtSMmn™* thousand persons, until the number of representatives shall 
amount to two hundred; after which the proportion shall be so 
regulated, that there shall not be less than two hundred repre- 
sentatives, nor less than one representative for every fifty thou- 
sand persons. 

No law varying the compensation of members of Con- 
gress shall take effect until an election of representatives shall 
have intervened. 

<< 3. Congress shall make no law establishing religion, or pro- 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shall the rights of con- 
science be infringed. 

4. The freedom of speech, and of the press, and the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and consult for their com- 
mon good, and to apply to the government for redress of grie- 
vances, shall not he infringed. 

5. A well regulated militia, composed of the body of the peo- 
ple, being the best security of a free state, the right of the peo- 
ple to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; but no one re- 
ligiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall be compelled to ren- 
der military service in person. 

G. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner ; nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

^‘7. No person shall be subject, except in case of impeach- 
ment, to more than one trial, or one punishment for the same of- 
fence ; nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be wit- 
ness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or proper- 
ty, without due process of law ; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 

8. Excessive bail shall not be required; nor excessive fines 
imposed ; nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

9. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and eflfects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

10. The enumeratioii in this Constitution of certain rights, 
shall not be construed^ 4eny or disparage others retained by 
the people. 

“ 11. No state shall Infringe the right of trial by jury in cri- 
minal cases ; nor the rights of conscience ; nor the freedom of 
speech, or of the press. 
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istS^n^' appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States 

shall be allowed where the value in controversy shall not amount 
to One thousand dollars ; nor shall any fact, triable by a jury, ac- 
cording to the course of the common law, be otherwise re-exa- 
minable than according to the rules of common law. 

13. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial; to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favour; and to have the assistance of counsel for his de- 
fence. 

<‘14. The trial of all crimes (except in cases of impeachment, 
and in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia 
when in actual service in time of war or public danger,) shall be 
by an impartial jury of the vicinage, with the requisite of unani- 
mity for conviction, the right of challenge, and other accustomed 
requisites ; and no person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
by a grand jury ; but if a crime be committed in a place in the 
possession of an enemy, or in which an insurrection may prevail, 
the indictment and trial may by law be authorized in some other 
place within the same state. 

“ 15. In suits at common law, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved. 

“16. The powers delegated by the Constitution to the go- 
vernment of the United States, shall be exercised as therein 
appropriated; so that the legislature shall never exercise the 
powers vested in the executive or judicial; nor the executive the 
powers vested in the legislative or judicial; nor the judicial the 
powers vested in the legislative or executive.’’ 

The 17th article of amendment, reported by the committee, is 
as follows: — 

“The powers not delegated by the Constitution, nor prohi- 
bited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively.” 

Motion to A motion was made to amend this article, by inserting, after 
. the third word, the word expressly . And the P 

cle. ayes and noes being required on this question, it was decided as 
follows: — 

^yts — Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 
Jackson, Livermore, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Smith, of Soutli Carolina, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker. — 
17. 
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Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwala- 
der, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, 
Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Trumbull, 
Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 32. 

The article was then agreed to in the original form, two-thirds 
of the members concurring. 

It was then moved to add to the others, the following arti- 
cle: — 

Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in, the times, 
places, or manner of holding elections of senators, or representa- 
tives, except when any state shall refuse, or neglect, or be una- 
ble, by invasion or rebellion, to make such election.’^ 

The question on this motion being required by ayes and noes, 
it was decided as follows: — 

^yes — Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Griffin, Grout, 
Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Page, 
Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker. — 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwalader, 
Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Hartley, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Schureman, 
Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 
Sturges, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 28. 

The subject being again taken up for consideration on the 22d 
of August, a motion was made to add to the amendments already 
agreed to, the following article: — 

“ The Congress shall never impose direct taxes, but where 
the moneys arising from the duties, imposts, and excise, are in- 
sufficient for the public exigencies; nor then, until Congress shall 
have made a requisition upon the states, to assess, levy, and pay, 
their respective proportions of such requisitions; and, in case any 
state shall neg|lect or refuse to pay its proportion pursuant to 
such requisition, then Congress may assess and levy such staters 
proportion, together with interest thereon, at the rate of six per 
cent, per annum^ from the lime of payment prescribed by such 
requisition.^^ 

The question on this motion being taken by ayes and noes, 
it was decided in the negative, by the following vote:— 
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Ist Congress. ^yes — Messrs. Burke, Coles, Floyd, Grout, Hathorn, Liver- 

more, Van Rensselaer, Sumpter, Tucker. — 9. 

Negatived. — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth. — 39. 

Various It was then moved further to amend the Constitution, as fol- H. Journal, 

motions to Jq^s; p. 88. 

amend. 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 9. — Strike out the words ‘tri- 
bunals inferior to the Supreme Court,’ and insert the words 
‘ Courts of Admiralty.’ ” 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

A motion was then made further to amend the Constitution, 
as follows; — 

“In the third section of the sixth article, insert the word 
‘ other ’ between the word ‘ no ’ and the word ‘ religious.’ ” 

This motion was also negatived. 

It was then further moved to add the following to the other 
amendments. 

“ That Congress erect no company of merchants with exclu- 
sive advantages of commerce.” 

This motion was also determined in the negative. 

r 

A motion was then made to add the following amendment: — 

“ Congress shall at no time consent, that any person holding 
an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall accept 
of a title of nobility, or any other title or office, from any king, 
prince, or foreign state.” 

This motion was also decided in the negative. 

Committee No other proposition to amend being brought forward, the h. J ournal, 
to arrange house appointed Messrs. Benson, Sherman, and Sedgwick to be P* 
a committee to prepare and report a proper arrangement of, and 
introduction to, the articles of amendment, as they had been 
agreed to. This committee, on the 24th, reported an arrange- 
ment of the articles of amendment, and a resolution proper to 
be prefixed to the same, which was agreed to as follows: — 
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“ Resolved by the Senate a/nd House of Representatives of the 
United States of America^ in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both 
houses deeming it necessary — That the following articles be pro- 
posed to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States ; all, or any of which arti- 
cles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be 
valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitu- 
tion.” 

And in this form the resolution was transmitted to the Senate s. Journal, 
on the 25th of August. The articles having been read pro for- P* 
ma, in the Senate, on the same day, an unsuccessful motion was 
made to postpone their consideration to the next session of Con- 
gress. It was then ordered that Monday, the 31st, be assigned 
for the consideration of the subject. The intervention of other 
business prevented the Senate from taking up this subject until 
Wednesday, the 2d of September, when the amendments were 
brought up for consideration. 

The first article being before the Senate, to wit: — 

“ After the first enumeration required by the first article of id. p. 69. 
the Constitution, there shall be one representative for every 
thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one hun- 
dred,” &.C. 

A motion was made to strike out the word “ one ” before 

hundred,” and insert the word “two.” The yeas and nays 
being required on this question, it was decided in the negative 
by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Dalton, Gunn, Grayson, King, Lee, Schuyler. 

— C. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henry, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Paterson, Read, Wingate. — 12. 

The article was then amended, by striking out all the lan- 
guage w'hich succeeds in the original proposition, to wit;— - 

“ After which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Con- 
gress, that there shall not be less than one hundred representa- 
tives, nor less than one representative for every 40,000 persons, 
until the number of representatives shall amount to two hundred ; 
after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, 
that there shall not be less than two hundred representatives, 
nor less than one representative for every 50,000 persons ;” — 

And by substituting the following clause after the words “ one 
hundred,” to wit 
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ist Congress. To which numbcr one representative shall be added, jbr every 

] nt ^ J 

— " subsequent increase of forty thousand, until the representatives 

shall amount to two hundred; to which one representative shall be 
added for every subsequent increase of sixty thousand persons.” 

And, in this amended form, it was agreed to. 

Motions to On the following day, the consideration of the amendments was ^ 

amend. resumed. The second article, commencing, “No law, varying ^ 

2d article, the compensation"/o the ^nemhers of Congress f Slc., was amended, 
by striking out the words, “ to the members of Congress,” and in- 
serting the words, “ for the service of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States.” 

Id .article. The third article, as it passed the house, stands thus : “Con- 
gress shall make no law establishing religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; 7wr shall the lights of cofiscience be bfrhiged'^ 

* The first motion to amend this article was by striking out these 
words: “Religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” and in- 
serting these words : “One religious sect or society in preference to 
others.” This motion was negatived. A motion for reconsideration 
then prevailed, and it was moved to strike out the third article al- 
together ; but this motion was decided in the negative. An un- 
successful attempt was then made to adopt, as a substitute for the 
third article, the following : “ Congress shall not make any law 
infringing the rights of conscience, or establishing any religious 
sect or society.” The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the third article, as it came from the House of Representa- 
tives, when it was decided in the negative. Finally, the words, 
“Nor shall the rights of conscience be infringed,” wore stricken 
out ; and, in this form, the article was agreed to. 

4Ui article. The fourth article was then taken up, namely : “ The freedom 
of speech and of the press, and the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble and consult for their common good, and to apply to the 
government for redress of grievances, shall not be infringed.” It 
was moved to insert, after the words “common good,” thes(?* 
w'ords : “ to instruct their representatives.” On this question, the 
yeas and nays being required, it w^as decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Grayson and Lee. — 2. 

JSfays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 
Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Morris, Paterson, Read, Win- 
gate. — 14. 

A motion was then made to insert after the word “ press,” 
these words: “in as ample a manner as hath at any time been 
securt^d by the common law;” but thb motion was unsuccessful; 

t _21 
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as also was a subsequent motion to strike out the words, “ and 
consult for their common good, and.” The further consideration 
of this article was then postponed until the next day, (the 4th,) 
when it was adopted in the following form ; — That Congress s. 
shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech, or of the P* 
press, or the riglit of the people peaceably to assemble and con- 
sult for their common good, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” 

The fifth article being under consideration, in its order, a mo- 
tion was made to subjoin to it the following proposition, namely : 

“ That standing armies, in time of peace, being dangerous to li- 
berty, should be avoided, as far as the Circumstances and protec- 
tion of the community will admit ; and that, in all cases, the mi- 
litary should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, 
the civil power ; that no standing army or regular troops shall be 
raised in time of peace, without the consent of two-thirds of the 
members present in both hou-ses, and that no soldier shall be en- 
listed for any longer term than the continuance of the war.” 
The yeas and nays being taken on this question, it was decided 
as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler,Gunn, Grayson, Henry, Lee, Wingate. — 6. 

JVai/s — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Johnson, 
King, Paterson, Head, Schuyler. — 0. 

The fifth article was then adopted ; so amended as to read as 
follows : — A well regulated militia being the best security of a 
free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed.” 

The sixth and seventh articles were then agreed to, as they 
came from the House of Representatives. 

The eighth article was then considered, and after a successful 
motion to strike out these words: “except in case of impeach- 
ment, to more than one trial, or one punishment;’^ and substitute 
these words: “ be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb by any 
public prosecution;” it was agreed to. 

The ninth article waa nftMl Id, as it came from the Plouse of 
Representatives. 

Thetolh ar||ele was also adopted, after striking out all the 
clauses, except the following: — “ No person shall be held to an- 
swer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, uqless on a pre- 
sentment or indictment by a grand jury.” 

The eleventh article being taken up for consideration, it was 
moved to insert, in lieu of it, the following: ‘‘The Supreir- 
dicial Federal Court shall have no jurisdiction of causes between 
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citizens of different states, unless the matter in dispute,.wliether 
it concern the realty or personalty, be of the value of three 
thousand dollars at the least: nor shall the federal judicial powers 
extend to any action between citizens of different states, where 
the matter in dispute, whether it concern the realty or person- 
alty, is not of the value of fifteen hundred dollars at the least; 
and no part, triable by a jury according to the course of the com- 
mon law, shall be otherwise re-examinable than according to the 
rules of common law.” This motion was determined in the ne- 
gative, and the article was then adopted, in the following form: 

No fact, triable by a jury according to the course of common 
law, shall be otherwise re-examinable in any court of the United 
States, than according to the rules of common law.” 

On Monday, the 7th, the subject being again before the Se- S. Journal, 
nate, the twelfth article was agreed to, after the addition of these 
words: “ where the consideration exceeds twenty dollars.” 

The thirteenth article was then agreed to as it came from tlie 
House of Representatives: and the fourteenth article was rejected. 

When the fifteenth article was under consideration, a motion 
was made to add the following to the proposed amendments; to 
wit: ^‘That the general government of the United Stales ought 
never to impose direct taxes but where the moneys arising from 
the duties, impost, and excise, arc insufficient for the public exi- 
gencies: nor then, until Congress shall have made a requisition 
upon the states to assess, levy, and pay their respective propor- 
tions of such requisitions; and in case any state shall neglect or 
refuse to pay its proportion, pursuant to such requisition, then 
Congress may assess and levy such stale’s proportion, together 
with interest thereon, at the rate of six per cent, per annum j 
from the time of payment prescribed by such requisition.” 

This motion was rejected. ^ 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to add the following id. p. 73. 
to the proposed amendments: That the third section of the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the United States ought to be 
amended, by inserting the word ^ other,’ between the words 
‘ no,’ and ‘ religious.’ ” 

It was then moved, with like success, to add the following 
amendment to the Constitution: That Congress shall not exer- 
cise the powers vested in them by the fourth section of the first 
article of the Constitution of the United States, but in cases 
where a state shall neglect or refuse to make regulations therein 
mentioned, or shall make regulations subversive of the rights of 
the people, to a free and equal representation in Congress, agree- 
ably to the Constitution.” 
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A motion was then made, and negatived, to subjoin the follow- 
ing to the articles of amendment: That Congress shall not 

erect any company of merchants with exclusive advantages of 
commerce.’’ 

A further motion was then made, without success, to add the 
following to the list of amendments: ‘‘ That Congress shall at 
no time consent that any person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall accept of a title of nobility, 
or any other title or office, from any king, prince, or foreign 
state. 

It was then moved, to subjoin the following to the amend- 
ments: That no person indebted to the United States shall be 
entitled to a seat in cither branch of the legislature;” and this 
motion also was negatived. 

The fifteenth article of amendment was then agreed to; and 
the sixteenth article was rejected. 

The seventeenth article was then considered; and a motion to 
amend, by inserting the word expressly before the word “ de- 
legated ” having been negatived, the article in the following 
amended form was agreed to— The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
stales, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.” 

A motion was then made to amend the preamble : but the fur- 
ther consideration of this motion was postponed until to-morrow. 
And, on the 8th of September, the consideration was resumed 
of this motion to amend, by preceding the preamble proposed by 
the House of Representatives as follows : “ The conventions of 
a number of the states having, at the time of their adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruc- 
tion or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restric- 
tive clauses should ^bc added; and, as extending the grounds of 
public confidence in the government will best ensure the benefi- 
cent ends of its institution.” The question being taken on this 
motion to amend, it passed in the affirmative. The preamble 
was then further amended in the line reading thus: “ two-thirds 
of both houses deeming ii necessary,^ by striking out the words 
deeming it necessary” and inserting the word “ concurring.” 

It was then moved to add the following clause to the articles 
of amendment: “That there are certain natural rights, of 
which men, when they form a social compact, cannot deprive 
or divest their posterity; among which are the enjoyment of 
life and liberty, with the means of acquiring, possessing, and pro- 
tecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safe- 
ty.” This motion was determined in the negative. 
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The following propositions to add new articles of amendment 
— ^ were then successively made and decided in the negative. 

Amend- 1. That all power is naturally vested in, and, consequently, s. Journal, 
posTd and ^^crived from, the people; that magistrates, therefore, are their 
rejected, trustees and agents, and, at all times, amenable to them. 

2. “That government ought to be instituted for the common 
benefit, protection, and security of the people ; and that the doc- 
trine of non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppression is 
absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of 
mankind. 

3. “ That no man, or set of men, arc entitled to exclusive or 
separate public emoluments or privileges from the community, 
but in consideration of public services, which, not being descend- 
ible, neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge, 
or any other public officer, to be hereditary. 

4. “That the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of 
government should be separate and distinct, and that the mem- 
bers of the two first may be restrained from oppression, by feel- 
ing and participating the public burdens : they should, at fixed 
periods, be reduced to a private station, return into the mass of 
the people, and the vacancies be supplied by certain and regu- 
lar elections, in which all or any part of the former members to 
be eligible or ineligible, as the rules of the constitution of go- 
vernment and the laws shall direct. 

5. “ That every freeman restrained of his liberty, is entitled 
to a remedy, to inquire into the lawfulness thereof, and to re- 
move the same, if unlawful, and that such remedy ought not to 
be denied nor delayed. 

G. “ That every freeman ought to find a certain remedy, by 
recourse to the laws, for all injuries and wrongs he may receive 
in his person, property, or character; he ought to obtain right 
and justice, freely, without sale ; completely, and without denial^ 
promptly, and without delay ; and that all establishments or re- 
gulations contravening these rights, are oppressive and unjust. 

7. “ That the members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be ineligible to, and incapable of, holding any ci- 
vil office under the authority of the United States, during the 
time for which they shall respectively be elected. 

8. “ That the Journals of the proceedings of the Senate and 
House of Representatives shall be published, at least, once in 
every year, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alli- 
ances, or military operations, as, in their judgment, require se- 
crecy. 
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9. That a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at least once 
in every year. 

10. That no commercial treaty shall be ratified without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the whole niimbei* of the members 
of the Senate; and no treaty, ceding, contracting, restraining, or 
suspending the territorial rights or claims of the United States, 
or any of them, or their, or any of their rights or claims to fish- 
ing in the American seas, or navigating the American rivers, 
shall he but in cases of the most urgent and extreme necessity ; 
nor shall any such treaty be ratified without the concurrence of 
three-fourths of the whole number of the members of both houses 
respectively. 

11. “That no navigation law, or law regulating commerce, 
shall be passed without the consent of two-thirds of the members 
present in both houses. 

12 . “ That no standing army, or regular troops, shall be raised 
or kept up in time of peace, without the consent of two-thirds of 
the members present in both houses. 

13. “ That no soldier shall be enlisted for any longer term 
than four years, except in time of war, and then for no longer 
term than the continuance of the war. 

14. “ That each state, respectively, shall have the power to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining its own militia, 
whensoever Congress shall omit or neglect to provide for the 
same; that the militia shall not be subject to martial law, except 
when in actual service, in time of war, invasion, or rebellion ; 
and when not in the actual service of the United States, shall be 
subject only to such fines, penalties, and punishments, as shall be 
directed or inflicted by the laws of its own state. 

15. “That the exclusive power of legislation given to Con- 
gress over the federal town and its adjacent district, and other 
places purchased or to be purchased by Congress of any of the 
states, shall extend only to such regulations as respect the police 
and good government thereof. 

16. *‘That no person shall be capable of being President of 
the United States for more than eight years in any term of six- 
teen years. 

17. “That the judicial power of the United States shall be vest- 
ed in one Supreme Court, and in such Courts of Admiralty as Con- 
gress may, from time to time, ordain and establish in any of the 
different states : the judicial powers shall extend to all cases in 
law and equity, arising under treaties made, or which shall 
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made, under the authority of the United States ; to all cases af- 
fecting ambassadors, other foreign ministers, and consuls ; to all 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction ; to controversies to 
vi'hich the United States shall be a party; to controversies be- 
tween two or more states; and between parties claiming lands 
under the grants of different states. In all cases affecting am- 
bassadors, other foreign ministers, and consuls, and those in which 
a state shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have original 
jurisdiction: in all other cases before mentioned, the Supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction as to matters of law only, 
except in cases of equity, and of admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
tion, in which the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdic- 
tion, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under 
such regulations, as the Congress shall make. But the judicial 
power of the United States shall extend to no case where the 
cause of action shall have originated before the ratification of this 
Constitution ; except in disputes between states about their terri- 
tory; disputes between persons claiming lands under the grants 
of different states, and suits for debts due to the United States.” 

18. “ That Congress shall not alter, modify, or interfere in, the 
times, places, or manner, of holding elections for senators and re- 
presentatives, or either of them, except when the legislature of 
any state shall neglect, refuse, or be disabled, by invasion or re- 
bellion, to prescribe the same.” 

19. That some tribunal, other than the Senate, be provided 
for trying impeachments of senators. ” 

20. That the salary of a judge shall not be increased or di- 

minished during his continuance in office, otherwise than by ge- 
neral regulations of salary, which may take place on a revision 
of the subject, at stated periods of not less than seven years, to 
commence from the time such salaries shall bye first ascertained 
by Congress.” i 

All these propositions to amend having been disposed of, the 
further consideration of the amendments was postponed until 
the following day. 

On the 9th of September, the subject was resumed. The third s. Joumaf, 
article was then amended to read as follows: Congress shall 
make no law establishing articles of faith, or a mode of worship, 
or prohibiting the free exercise of religion, or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or the press, or the right of the people peace- 
ably to assemble, and petition to the government for the redress 
of grievances.” 

The fourth article was then stricken out. 
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The fifth article was then again made the subject of an amend- 
ment. It was moved, to insert the words, for the common 
defence,’^ but the motion was not successful. A motion to strike 
out the words, the best,” in the second line, and to insert, in 
lieu thereof, the words, necessary to the,” prevailed. The ar- 
ticle was then further amended, by striking out the word fifth,” 
after << article the,” and inserting the word ^‘fourth,” and by 
making the article read as follows: A well regulated militia 
being [necessary to^] the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” 

A motion was then made, and agreed to, to alter article the 
sixth, so as to stand article the fifth; and article the seventh, so 
as to stand article the sixth; and article the eighth, so as to stand 
article the seventh. 

The last named article was then amended, so as to read as fol- 
lows: ‘‘No person shall be held to answer for a capital or other- 
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of 
a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia, when in actual service, in time of war or pub- 
lic danger; nor shall any person be subject to be put in jeopardy 
of life or limb, for the same offence; nor shall be compelled, in 
any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation.” 

The ninth article was then amended, so as to read “ eighth.^’ 
The tenth and eleventh articles were then stricken out; and the 
twelfth article was so amended as to read “ ninth.” This arti- 
cle was then so amended as to read as follows: “ In suits at com- 
mon law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved; and no fact, 
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of 
the United States than according to the rules of common law.” 

A motion was then made to reconsider article the tenth, and 
to restore the words following: “ The trial of all crimes (except 
in case8^4»f impeachment, and in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, Hpite the militia when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger,) shall be by an impartial jury of the vicinage, 
with the requisite of unanimity for conviction, the right of chal- 
lenge, and other accustomed requisites.” On this question, the 
yeas and nays being required, it was decided as follows: — 
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Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Grayson, Gunn, Henr.y, Lee, 

Paterson, Schuyler. — 8. 

Na^s — Messrs. Carroll, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, Read, Wingate. — 8. 

The numbers being equal, the question was lost. 

The numbers of the remaining articles were then changed, to 
correspond with the other changes which had been made; and 
the concurrence of the Senate in the resolution of the House, 
with amendments, was then ordered to be communicated to the 
House of Representatives. 

On the 19th of September, the House of Representatives made it. joui-nal, 
some progress in the consideration of the amendments made by 116. 

the Senate: and, on the 21st, the House adopted the following 
resolutions: — 

Resolved — That this house doth agree to the second, fourth, 
eighth, twelfth, thirteenth, sixteenth, ciglitccnth, nineteenth, 
twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth amendments: and doth disagree to 
the first, third, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, eleventh, four- 
teenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-se- 
cond, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth amendments, proposed 
by the Senate to the said articles, two-thirds of the members 
present concurring on each vote: 

‘‘ Resolved — That a conference he desired with the Senate on 
the subject matter of the amendments disagreed to, and that Mr. 

Madison, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Vining, be appointed managers 
of the same on the part of this house.” 

On receiving these resolutions from the hou‘^e, the Senate dc- s. Journal, 
termined to recede from their third amendment, and to insist on 
all the others : at the same time the Senate passed the following 
resolution: — , 

a Resolved — That the Senate do concur with the House of Re- 
presentatives in a conference on the subject matter of disagree- 
ment on the said articles of amendment, and that Messrs. Ells- 
worth, Carroll, and Paterson, be managers of the conference on 
the part of the Senate.” 

On the 23d, Mr. Madison made a report to the House of Re- n. journal, 
presentatives on the subject, which was taken up for considcra- 
tion on the 24th; whereupon, 

“ Resolved That this house doth recede from their disagree- 

ment to the first, tliird, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, ele- 
venth, fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 

VoL. I. — 22 
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insisted on by the Senate : Provided, That the two articles 
which by the amendments of the Senate are now proposed to 
be inserted as the third and eighth articles, shall be amended to 
read as followeth: — 

Article the third. Congress shall make no law respecting an es- 
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances.’’ 

Article the eighth. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impar- 
tial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed; which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 

And provided, also, That the first article be amended by 
striking out the word ‘ less,’ in the last place of the said first ar- 
ticle, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word ^ more.’ ” 

The question on agreeing to the alteration and amendment of 
the eighth article, to make it read as above, being taken by ayes 
and noes, was determined by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
waladcr, Carroll, Clynicr, Contee, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gil- 
man, Goodhue, Grifiin, Hartley, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., 
Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Se- 
ncy, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, White, 
Wynkoop. — 37. » 

JVoes — Messrs. Bland, Burke, Coles, Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Ila- 
thorn, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Page, Van Rensselaer, 
Sumpter, Tucker. — 14. 

The house then passed the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to transmit to the executives of the several states, which 
have ratified the Constitution, copies of the amendments pro- 
posed by Congress to be added thereto; and like copies to the 
executives of the states of Rhode Island and North Carolina.” 

In the Senate, on the 24th, Mr. Ellsworth made the following 
report : — 


1789. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


171 


Chaf. II. 


The Constitution— Ratifications— AmendmeDts, &c. 


17B9. 


iJl SSolf* That it will be proper for the House of Representatives to S. Journal, 

^Report to to the said amendments, proposed by the Senate, with an P* 

the Senate, amendment to their fifth amendment, so that the third article 
shall read as follows: — ‘Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and petition the 
government for a redress of grievances:’ and, with an amend- 
ment to the fourteenth amendment proposed by the Senate, so that 
the eighth article, as numbered in the amendments proposed by 
the Senate, shall read as follows: — ‘ In all criminal prosecutions, 
the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by 
an impartial jury of the district w^herein the crime shall have 
been committed, as the district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; and 
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; 
and to have the assistance of counsel for Iiis defence.’ 

“ The managers were also of opinion that it would be proper 
for both houses to agree to amend the first article, by striking out 
the word ‘less,’ in the last line but one, and inserting in its 
place the word ‘ more,’ and, accordingly, recommend that the 
said article be reconsidered for that purpose.” 

This report was ordered to lie for consideration. In the mean P* 
time, the resolutions of the House were communicated to the Se- 
nate; and on the 25th, the Senate adopted the following resolu- 
tion : — 

Senate “ Resolved — That the Senate do concur in the amendments pro- 
w!th posed by the House of Re])resentatives to the amendments of the 
House. Senate.” 


And on the following day, the Senate acquiesced in the reso- id. p. 90. 
lution of the House, requesting the President of the United States 
to transmit copies of the amendments to the executives of the 
respectiv^e states. 

Form in The form in which the amendments finally passed the two id. p, 96, 
which the houses, is as follows : — 

amend- 

fiiontspass- “PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION: 

“ The conventions of a number of the states liaving, at the time of their adopt- 
ing the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent miscon.struction 
or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should 
be added; and as extending the ground of public confidence in the govern- 
ment will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution — 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses 
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concurring — That the following articles be proposed to the le- 
gislatures of the several states, as amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, all or any of which articles, when ratified 
by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all intents 
and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, viz : — 

Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution of tlie United States 
of America, proposed by Con^^ess, and ratified by the legislatures of the 
sevend states, pursuant to the fifth article of tlic original Constitution; — 

Article 1. After the first enumeration, required by the first 
article of the Constitution, there shall be one representative for 
every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one hun- 
dred; after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Con- 
gress, that there shall be not less than one hundred representa- 
tives, nor less than one representative for every forty thousand 
persons, until the number of representatives shall amount to two 
hundred; after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by 
Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred represen- 
tatives, nor more than one representative for every fifty thousand 
persons. 

“ Art, IL No law, varying the compensation for the services of 
the senators and representatives, shall take effect until an elec- 
tion of representatives shall have intervened. 

Art. Ill, Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances. 

*^Art, IV^ A well regulated militia being necessary to the se- 
curity of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 

“./Irt. V, No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of War, but 
in a manncT to be prescribed by law. 

Art, VI. The right of the people to be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported bj oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

Art. VII. — No person shall be held to answer for a capital 
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or na- 
val forces, or in the militia when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject, for the same 
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— compelled, m any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; 

Amend- deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro- 

cess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use 
without just compensation. 

VIIL — In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury 
of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been com- 
mitted, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa- 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favour; and to 
have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 

JlrL IX. In suits at common law, where the value in con- 
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved; and no fact, tried by a jury, shall be other- 
wise re-examined in any court of the United States, than accord- 
ing to the rules of common law. 

Jirt. X. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Jlrt. XI. The enumeration in the Constitution of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people. 

XII. Tlie powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are re- 
served to the states respectively, or to the people.’^ 

Frederick Augustus Muhlenrerg, 
Sjjcaker of the Iloxist of Rcprcsetilatives. 

‘‘John Adams, 

Ficc-Prcsichnt of the United Slates.^ 
and President of the Senate. 


Attest^ 

John Beckley, Clerk of the House of Rejxresenlativcs. 
Samuel A. Oris, Secretary of the Scnatc.^^ 


is .1 congres.-?. On the 25th of January, 1790, the first ratification of the 
amendments was transmitted to the two houses by the President 
of the United States, accompanied by the following message: — 
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“ United StateSf January 25, 1790. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representa- 
tives : — 

I have received from his Excellency John E. Howard, Go- S. Journal, 
vernor of the stale of Maryland, an act of the legislature of Ma- 
ryland, to ratify certain articles in addition to, and amendment H. Journal, 
of, the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed 
by Congress to the legislatures of the several states; and have 
directed my secretary to lay a copy of the same before you, to- 
gether with a copy of a letter accompanying the above act, from 
his Excellency, the Governor of Maryland, to the President of 
the United States. 

The originals will be deposited in the office of the secretary 
of state. 

G. Washington.” 

The letter of the governor of Maryland encloses the follow- 
ing act of the legislature of that state: — 

J 271 Act to rntifi/ certain articles in addition to, and amend- 
ment of, the Constitution of the United States of Ame- 
rica, ])roposcd by Coiigrcss to the Legislatures of the 
several Slates. 

Whereas it is provided, by the fifth article of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, that Congress, whenever 
two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
amendments to the said Constitution, or, on the application of 
the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call a 
convention for proposing amendments; which, in either case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the said Con- 
stitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several states; or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the 
oHc or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress. And whereas, at a session of the United States, be- 
gun and held at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-nine, it was resolved, by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the said United States in Congress assem- 
bled, two-thirds of both houses concurring, that the following 
articles be proposed to the legislatures of the several states as 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any 
of which articles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said le- 
gislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the 
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iBt Congress, said Constitution. FHere follow the several articles of amend- 

‘Jd Session. . , , , . 

— ~ ment in the words agreed to by Congress.] 

“ Be it enacted, by the General Assembly of Manjland — That the 
aforesaid articles, and each of them, be, and they arc hereby, 
confirmed and ratified, 

“ By the House of Delegates, December 17, 1789. Head, and 
assented to. 

“ By order : VV. Harwood, Clerk. 

“By the Senate, December 19, 1789. Read, and assented to. 

“ By order : H. Ridgely, Clerk . 

“ 1. E. Howard, {Seal append arii .’’") 

On the 15th of February, the action of the legislature of New 
Hampshire was communicated by the following message from 
the President of the United States: — 

United States, February 15, 1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representatives : — 

Ratlfica- “ I have directed my secretary to lay before you the copy of ii. journal, 
a vote of the legislature of the state of New Hampshire, to ac- 

shire. cept the articles proposed in addition to, and amendment of, the s. journal. 
Constitution of the United States of America, except the second p- 155,156. 
article : at the same time will be delivered to you the copy of a 
letter from his Excellency the (lovernor of the Slate of New 
Hampshire, to the President of the United States. 

“ The originals of the above-mentioned vole and letter will 
be lodged in the office of the secretary of slate. 

“G. Wasiungtoiv.’^ 

Durham, in New Hampshire, January 29, 1790. 

“ Sir: I have the honour to enclose you, for the information 
of Congress, a vote of the assembly of this stale, to accept all 
the articles of amendment to the Cunstitufion of the United 
States, except the second, which was rejected. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ With the most profound respect, 

“ Sir, 

“Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

“ John Sullivan. 

“ The President of the United Statrs.*^ 

“ STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

“ In the House of Representatives, January 25, 1790. 

“ Upon reading and maturely considering the proposed amend- 
ments to the federal Constitution, 
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“ Foted — ^To accept the whole of said amendments, except the 
second article ; which was rejected. 

“ Sent up for concurrence. 

“ Thomas Bartlett, Speaker. 

“ In Senate, the same day, read and concurred. 

“ I. Pearson, Secretary.^^ 

On the 201h of February, the members from South Carolina ii. joumah 
presented to the House of Representatives an act “for ratifying, P- 1^4. 167. 
on the part of that state, the several articles of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, proposed by Congress; 
and, on the 1st of April, the following message was sent to the 
two houses by the President of the United States: — 

TTnlicd St(dc.% Jlpril 1, 1790, 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Ihprcscnlaiives : — 

“ I have directed my private secretary to lay before you a S. Journal, 
copy of the adoption, by the legislature of South Carolina, 
the articles proposed by Congress to the legislatures of the se- 
veral states, as amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, together with the copy of a letter from the Governor of 
the state of South Carolina to the President of the United States, 
which have lately come to my hands. 

“ The originals of the foregoing will be lodged in the office of 
the secretary of state. 

G-. Washington.'’ 

“ Chaidcsimiy January ^Sihj 1790. 

“ Sir : I have the honour to transmit you the entire adoption, 
by the legislature of this state, of the amendments proposed to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

“ I am, 

“ With the most perfect esteem and respect, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 

“Charles Pinckney. 

7b the President of the United States/^ 

“ In the House of Representatives, 

January 18, 1790. 

“ The house took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the resolution of the Congress of the 
United States, of the fourth day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-nine, proposing amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, viz: [Here follow the several article? 
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amendment, in the words agreed to by Congress,] which being 
— read through, was agreed to; whereupon, 

“ Resolved — That this house do adopt the several articles ; 
and that they become a part of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

“ Resolved — That the resolutions be sent to the Senate for 
their concurrence. 

By order of the House. 

“ Jacob Read, 

“ Speaker of the House of Representatives,^^ 

In the SenaiCy January 19, 1790. 

“ Resolved — That this house do concur with the House of Re- 
presentatives in the foregoing resolutions. 

‘‘ By order of the Senate. 

“ D. De Sausure, 

“ President of the Senate,^^ 

On the 8th of March, the President of the United States com- 
municated to the two houses the ratification of the state of De- 
laware, as follows: — 

United Statesy March 8, 1790. 

“ Gentlemen of the SenatOy and House of Representatives : — 
Uatifica- “ I have received from his Excellency Joshua Clayton, Gover- 
iw ire Delaware, the articles proposed by Congress 

to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States; which articles were transmit- 
ted to him for the consideration of the legislature of Delaware, 
and are now returned with the following resolutions annexed to 
them ; namely, — 

‘‘THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE, 

“ Having taken into their consideration the above amend- 
ments, jp>posed by Congress to the respective legislatures of the 
several states, 

“ Resolved — That the first article be postponed. 

“ Resolved — That the general assembly do agree to the second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth articles ; and we do hereby assent to, ratify, and 
confirm the same, as part of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

“ In testimony whereof, we have caused the great seal of 
the state to be hereunto affixed, this twenty-eighth day 

VoL. I.— 23 


1790. 


S. Journal, 

p. 118 . 

H. Journal. 

p. 170 . 
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of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand i^even 
hundred and ninety, and in the fourteenth year of the 
Independence of the Delaware state. 

Signed by order of the Council, 

“ George Mitchell, Speaker , 

** Signed by order of the House of Assembly, 

Jehu Davis, Speaker, 

“ I have directed a copy of the letter which accompanied the 
said articles, from his Excellency Joshua Clayton, to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to be laid before you. 

“ The above-mentioned articles, and the original of the letter, 
will be lodged in the office of the secretary of state. 

“ G. Washington.” 

“ Belawartt February 19, 1790. 

Sir : Agreeably to the directions of the General Assembly of 
this stale, I do myself the honour to enclose your Excellency the 
ratification of the articles proposed by Congress to be added to 
the Constitution of the United States, and am, with every senti- 
ment of esteem, 

“ Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 

“ Joshua Clayton.” 

His Exce/Zency, George Washington, 

“ President of the United States,’* 

On the 16th of March, the following message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States was communicated to the two houses: — 

“ United States, March 16, 1790. 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representatives : — 

“ I have directed my secretary to lay before you the copy of 
an act, and the form of ratifications of certain articles of amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United Stat,^s, by the *islature 
of the state of Pennsylvania; together with the copy of a letter 
which accompanied the said act, from the speaker of the House 
of Assembly, of Pennsylvania, to the President of the United 
States. The originals of the above will be lodged in the office 
of the secretary of state. 

“ G. Washington.” 

[The letter of the speaker, referred to in the above message, 
is merely to certify that the following is ^‘an exact and true ex- 
emplification of the act whereof it purports to be a copy.”] 


1796. 


H. Journal, 
p. 175, 176. 

S. Journal, 

p.120,121. 
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iBt Congress. « Act declaring the assent of this state to certain Amendments to 

2d Ses-ion. 

~ the Constitution of the United States, 

*^Section 1. Whereas, in pursuance of the fifth article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, certain articles of amendment to 
the said Constitution have been proposed by the Congress of the 
United States, for the consideration of the legislatures of the se- 
veral states; and whereas this house, being the legislature of the 
state of Pennsylvania, having maturely deliberated thereupon, 
have resolved to adopt and ratify the articles hereafter enume- 
rated, as part of the Constitution of the United States: 

“ Section 2. Be it enacted, therefore, and it is hereby enacted by 
the representatives of the freemen of the com?nonwealth of Pciinsylva- 
nia, in Genet'al Assembly met, and by the authority of the same. That 
the following amendments to the Constitution of the United States, 
proposed by the Congress thereof, namely: — 

[Here follow the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth articles, which were proposed 
by Congress to the legislatures of the several states, as amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States.] 

“Be, and they are hereby ratified, in behalf of this state, to 
become, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several states, part of the Constitution of the United States. 

“ ^med by order of the House : 

^ “ Richard Peters, Speaker^ 


“Enacted into a law, at Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the 
tenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety. 

“ Peter Zachary Lloyd, 

“ Clerk of the General Assembly^ 
The usual certificates were appended. 


Ratifica- 
tion of New 
York. 


On the 5th of April, the President of the United States trans- S. Journal, 
mitted to Congress the ratification of the legislature of New York, P-128, 129. 

P ,, H. Journal, 

as follows : — p.l88, 189. 


“ The people of the state of New York, by the grace of God 
free and independent, 

“ 7b all to whom these presents shall come, or may concern. Greeting: 

“ Know ye, that we, having inspected the records remaining 
in our secretary’s office, do find there a certain act of our legis- 
lature, in the words and figures following : “ An act ratifying 
certain articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution 
of the United States of America, proposed by the Congress: — 
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1 st Congress. Whcrcas, bv the fifth article of the Constitution of the United 

2d Session. ^ ^ ^ 

States of America, it is provided that the Congress, whenever two- 
thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend- 
ments to the said Constitution; which shall be valid, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, when ratified 
by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states, or by 
conventions in three-fourths thereof; as the one or the other mode 
of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: And whereas, 
in the session of the Congress of the United States of America, be- 
gun jxnd held at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, it was re- 
solved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both 
houses concurring, that the following articles be proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states, as amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, all or any of which articles, when ra- 
tified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, namely : 
Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the 
United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by 
the legislatures of the several states, pursuant to the fifth article 
of the original Constitution : — 

[Here follow the several articles.] 

“ And whereas the legislature of tnis state have considered 
the said articles, and do agree to the same, except the second ar- 
ticle : — 

“ Therefore be it enacted by the people of the state of New 
York, represented in Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same, that the said articles, ex- 
cept the second, shall be, and hereby are ratified by the legisla- 
ture of this state. 

“ Siaie of New York, 

“//j Jlssemhlyy February 22, 1790. 

“ This bill having been read the third time : — Resolved — That 
the bill do pass. 

“ By order of the assembly, 

“Gulian Verplawck, Speaker,*^ 

** Siaie of New York, 

** Ft Senate, February 24 , 1790 . 

This bill haying been read a third time : — Resdved—Th^i the 
bill do pass. 

“ By order of the Senate, 

“ Isaac Roosevelt, 

^^Presidenf, pro hac vice. ” 


1790. 
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2<1 Session. 


“ Council of Revision^ 

“ February 27, 1790. 

“ Resolved — That it does not appear improper to the council, 
that this bill, entitled ‘ An act ratifying certain articles in addi- 
tion to, and amendment of, the G)nstitution of the United States 
of America, proposed by the Congress,’ should become a law of 
this state. 

George Clinton.” 


On the 11th of June, the ratification of the state of North Ca- S. Journal, 
rolina was communicated to Congress in the following manner, 
by the President of the United States. 


H. Journal, 
p. 240. 


“ Gvnlle^nen of the Senat£, and House of Representatives : — 
Riitifica- “ I have directed my secretary to lay before you a copy of the 
Ca amendments to the Constitution of the United 

ix>lina.* States by the state of North Carolina, together with an extract 
from a letter accompanying said ratification, from the governor 
of the state of North Carolina to the President of the United 
States. 

G. Washington. 


** United SttttcsjJunc 11, 1790.’* 


Extract of a Letter from his Excellency Alexander MartiUy Governor 
of the State of North Carolina^ to the President of the United 
States, 

Rockingham, May the 25th, 1790. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to transmit you, herewith enr 
closed, an act of the General Assembly of this state, passed at 
their last session, entitled ‘An act to ratify the amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States.’ 


“An Act to ratify the Amendments to the Constitution of the United 

States, 

“ Whereas the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, on the fourth 
day of March, did resolve, two-thirds of both houses concurring, 
that the following articles be proposed to the legislatures of the 
several states, as amendments to the Constifution of the United 
States, all or any of which articles, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said legislatures, to be valid, to all intents and pur 
poses, as part of the said Constitution ; — 

[Here follow the several articles of amendments verbatim, as 
proposed by Congress to the legislatures of the several states.] 

“ Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of the state 
of North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
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the same, that the said amendments, agreeably to the fifth arti- 
cle of the original G)nstitution, be held and ratified on the part 
of this state, as articles in addition to, and amendment of, the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 

Read three times, and ratified in General Assembly, this 
22d day of December, A. D. 1789. 

Charles Johnson, S. S. 

« S. Cabarrus, S. H. C.” 

It is not deemed essential in this instance, or any case, to give 
the formal certificates which accompany the letters and acts to 
attest their authenticity. 

The President of the United States, on the 30th of June, by 
the following message, informed the two houses of the ratifica- 
tion of the amendments by the state of Rhode Island : — 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representatives : — 

** An act of the legislature of the state of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, for ratifying certain articles as amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United Stales, was yesterday 
put into my hands; and I have directed my secretary to lay a 
copy of the same before you. 

Washington. 

“ United States, June 30, 1790.*’ 

‘‘ STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 
PLANTATIONS. 

Jn General Msemhly, June session, A. D. 1790. 
An act for ratifying certain articles as amendments to the 
Constitution of the United Stales of America, and which were 
proposed by the Congress of the said stales at their session in 
March, A. D. 1789, to the legislatures of the several states, 
pursuant to the fifth article of the aforesaid Constitution. 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the autho- 
rity thereof, it is hereby enacted, that the following articles, pro- 
posed by the Congress of the United States of America, at their 
session in March, A D. 1789, to the legislatures of the several 
states, for ratification, as amendments to the Constitution of the 
said United Stales, pursuant to the fifth article of the said Con- 
stitution, be, and the same are hereby, fully assented to and ra- 
tified on the part of this state: to wit: 

[Here follow all the articles, except the second.] 

It is ordered^ That his Excellency the governor be, and 
he is hereby, requested to transmit to the President of the said 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 171. 

H. Journal, 
p. 254. 
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United States, under the seal of this state, a copy of this act, to 
be communicated to the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the said United States. 

A true copy, duly examined. 

Witness y Henry Ward, Secretary, 


On the 6th of August, the President of the United States, 
by the following message, communicated to Congress the ratifi- 
cation of the state of New Jersey. 


S. Journal, 

p. 201, 202. 

H. Journal, 
p. 292. 


Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representa- 
tives : — 


I have directed my secretary to lay before you a copy of an 
exemplified copy of a law to ratify, on the part of the state of 
New Jersey, certain amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, together with a copy of a letter which accompa- 
nied said ratification, from the Hon. Elisha Lawrence, Esq., Vice- 
President of the state of New Jersey, to the President of the 
United States. 

“ G. Washington. 

United StateSf August 6, 1790.” 


“ Burlingtont August 4, 1790. 

‘‘ Sir: I have the honour to transmit an exemplified copy of a 
law of the state of New Jersey, ratifying certain amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States. 

I have the honour to be, 

<<Your most obedient, humble servant, 

“ Elisha Lawrence. 
The President of the United StatesP 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

Jin *Rct to ratify y on the part of this StatCy certain Amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, begun and held 
at the city of New York, on Wednesday, the fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, resolvedy 
two-thirds of both houses concurring, that sundry articles be 
proposed to the legislatures of the several states, as amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which ar- 
ticles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, to 
be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitu- 
tion; and whereas, the President of the United States did, in 
pursuance of a resolve of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 
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M Swi^n”* governor of this state the amendments proposed 

by Congress^ which were by him laid before the legislature, for 
their consideration: wherefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the Council and General Assembly of 
this state, and, by the authority of the same, it is hereby en- 
acted, that the following articles proposed by Congress in addi- 
tion to, and amendment of, the Constitution of the United States; 
to wit: [Here follow, verbatim^ the first, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth arti- 
cles of the said amendments proposed by Congress to the legis- 
latures- of the several states,] be, and the same are, hereby rati- 
fied and adopted by the state of New Jersey. 

“ Council Chamber, November 20, 

This bill having been three times read in council, resolved 
that the same do pass. 

By order of the house: 

William Livingston, President,’^ 

House of Assembly, November, 18, 1789. 

This bill having been three times read in this house, resolved 
that the same do pass. 

By order of the house: 

John Beatty, Speaker 

It appears, therefore, that the ratifications of the amendments, 
by the following nine states; namely, Maryland, New Hampshire, 

South Carolina, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York, North Ca- 
rolina, Rhode Island, and New Jersey, were received by the 
first Congress; that the first article was rejected by two of the 
states; namely, Delaware and Pennsylvania;* and that the second 
article was rejected hyfivc of the states; namely, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Rhode Island, and New Jersey. No 
ratifications had been received from the states of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Virginia, or Georgia. 


Si} Congress. 
1st ScsHion. 


On the 26th of October, 1791, the President of the United 1791. 
States communicated to Congress — An act of the legislature of 


Ratifica- Pennsylvania, ratifying on behalf of said state, the first article of S. Journal, 
lion offiret amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as proposed 

article by ^ ^ A H. Journal, 

p. 439. 


Pennsylva- by Congress, 
nia. 


* ITie ratt6catioii of the first article hy Pennsylranm was receired by the se- 
cond Congress. 
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On the 14th of November, a message from the President of s. Journal, 
the United States, was received by the two houses, announcing 
the ratification of the first article of the amendments by the Ge- ^*‘ 453 ™^' 
neral Assembly of Virginia. The resolution of the state of Vir- 
ginia is as follows: 

“ In the House of Delegates^ 

“ Tue^day^ 25th October, 1791. 

<< Resolved — That the first article of the amendments proposed 
by Congress to the Constitution of the United States, be ratified 
by this Commonwealth. 

( Test,) “ Charles Hay, C. H. D, 

H. Brooke, C. S, 

“ November 3rf, 1791, — agreed to by the Senate.” 

On the 30th of December, the following message from the s. Journal, 
President of the United States, communicated the entire ratifi- P* 
cation of the state of Virginia. p! 483.”'^* 

<< Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Rejjresent- 
atives : — 

<< I lay before you a copy of the ratification, by the common- 
wealth of Virginia, of the articles of amendment proposed by 
Congress to the Constitution of the United Slates; and a copy of 
a letter which accompanied said ratification from the governor of 
Virginia. 

G. Washington. 

“ United States, December 30, 1791.” 

The following are the papers referred to in the message: — 

Council Chamber, Richmond, December 22, 1791. 

Sir: The General Assembly, during their late session, have 
adopted, on the part of this commonwealth, all the amend- 
ments proposed by Congress to the Constitution of the United 
States ; their ratification whereof I do myself the honour here- 
with to transmit 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

Henry Lee. 

The President of the United States. 

« VIRGINIA— 

General Assembly, begun and held at the Capitol, in the 
city of Richmond, on Monday, the 17Ui day of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1791. 

Monday, December 5th, 1791. 

“ Resolved — That the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, se- 
venth, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth articles of the 

VoL. I. — 24 
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amendments proposed by Congress to the Constitution of the 
United States, be ratified by this commonwealth. 

{Examinedy) « John Pride, S, S, 

Thomas Matthews, S, H, D, 

** December 15///, 1791, — agreed to by the Senate.” 

On tlie 18th of January, 1792, the President of the United 1792. 
States, in the following message, communicated the ratification of s. Journal, 
the state of Vermont, wluch state had been admitted into the P 
Union during the third session of the first Congress: — p. 493 . ' 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives : — 

“ I lay before you a copy of an exemplified copy of an act of 
the legislature of Vermont, ratifying, on behalf of that state, the 
articles of amendment proposed by Congress to the Constitution 
of the United States, together with a copy of a letter which ac- 
companied said ratification. 

‘‘G. Washington. 

** United States, January 18///, 1792.” 

An %dct ratifying certain Articles proposed by Congress as Amend- 
ments to the Conslitiiti 07 i of the United Slates, 

“ Whereas the Congress of the United States, begun and held 
at the city of New York, on Wednesday the fourth of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, resolved, that cer- 
tain articles, to the number of twelve, be proposed to the legis- 
latures of the several states, as amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, which articles, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said legislatures, should be valid, to all intents and 
purposes, as part of the said Constitution: Therefore, 

“ It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the state 
of Vermont, ihat^ all and every of said articles, so proposed as 
aforesaid, be, and the same arc, liereby ratified and confirmed by 
the legislature of this state.” 

A certifying letter from Ros. Hopkins, Secretary, accompanies 
this act. 

At the close of the second Congress, the ratifications of eleven 
states had been received, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Geor- 
gia, having not yet sent in their acquiescence. 

The ratifications of the articles of amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, proposed by the resolution of Con- 
gress, at their first session under the said Constitution, may be 
seen at one view by the following tabular arrangement: — 
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3d Congress. 
1st Session. 


THIRD 8E8I^I01V. 

1 st Congress. Qn the 3d of March, 1791, a motion was made (o the House 1791. 

3<1 Session. ^ , — 

of Representatives, that the following clauses of amendment to ii.joumul, 
the Constitution of the United States be proposed by Congress to 404— 
the legislatures of the several states; to wit : — 

Proposed “ That the Congress shall, either by declaring the Superior or 
mentf con- Supreme Common Law Court of the state to be the court, or by 
cemingthe creating a new court for the purpose, establish a GENERAL 
Judicial^. COURT in each state, the judges whereof shall hold 

their commissions during good behaviour, and without any other 
limitation whatsoever, and shall be appointed and commissioned 
by the state, and shall receive their compensations from the 
United States only ; and the compensations shall not be demand- 
ed during their continuance itf office. 

“The number of judges of the General Judicial Court in a 
state, unless the same should be altered by the consent of the 
Congress and the legislature of the state, shall be in the proportion 

of one judge for every persons in the state, according to 

the enumeration for apportioning the representatives among the 
several states ; but there shall always be at least three judges in 
each state. 

“The General Judicial Court shall, in all cases to which the 
judicial power of the United States doth extend, have original 
jurisdiction, either exclusively or concurrently with other courts 
in the respective states, and otherwise regulated as the Congress 
shall prescribe; and in cases where the judicial power Preserved 


The States in alphabetical order. 

Ratifies tlie 
whole. 



1 

Delaware 

_ 


the 1st. 


2 

. Maryland 

- ■ 

1 to 12 



3 

New Hampshire 

- 



the 2d. 

4 

New Jersey 

- 



the 2d. 

5 

New York 

. 



the 2d. 

6 

North Carolina 

- 

1 to 12 



7 

Pennsylvania - 

- 


the 1st. 


8 

Rhode Island - 

. 

ltol2 



9 

. South Carolina 

- 

1 to 12 



10 

. Vermont - 

- ! 

1 to 12 



11 

. Virginia - 

- 

1 to 12 
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several states, as the legislature of each state shall pre- 
scribe ; but shall have, and exclusively, imrmdiale appellate ju- 
risdiction in all cases, from every other court within the state, 
ments con- under such limitations, exceptions, and regulations, however, as 
5udicUryr made with the consent of the Congress and the legisla- 

ture of the state : there may, notwithstanding, be in each state 
a court of appeals or errors in the last resort, under the autho- 
rity of the state, from the general Judicial Court, in cases and 
questions only, where the Supreme Court of the United States 
hath not appellate jurisdiction from the General Judicial Court. 

“ The Congress may provide that the judges of the General 
Judicial Court shall hold circuit courts within the state; and the 
legislature of the state may, in addition to the times and places 
to be assigned by the Congress for holding the General Judicial 
Court or the Circuit Courts, assign other times and places. 

The Congress may determine the number of judges which 
shall be a quorum, to hold a General Judicial Court, or a Circuit 
Court, in each respective state. 

“ The Congress may, in the cases to which the judicial power 
of the United States doth extend, and the legislature of the 
state may, in the other cases, regulate the fees and proceedings 
in the several courts, and the jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts 
within the state. 

The ministerial officers of the General Judicial Court shall 
be appointed and commissioned in such manner as the legislature 
of the state shall prescribe. 

“ All writs issuing out of the General Judicial Court shall be 
in the name of ihe judges thereof. 

“ The judges of the General Judicial Court may be impeached 
by the House of Representatives of the United States, and also 
by the most numerous branch of tile state legislature. 

“ The impeachment shall not be tried by the Senate of the 
United States, or by any judicature under the authority of the 
stale ; but the Congress shall, by law, establish a court to be 
held in each state, for the trial of such impeachment, to consist 
only of senators of the United States, judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and judges of General Judicial 
Courts. The trial shall be in the state where the person im- 
peached shall reside ; and every law% designating the judges of a 
court for the trial of impeachment, shall be passed previously to 
the impeachment; and the designation shall be, not by naming 
the persons, but by describing the offices, the persons in which 
offices for the time being, and elected or appointed previously to 


1791. 
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the impeachment shall be the judges ; and no .person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the judges 
present. 

“ Judgments by the courts so to be established for the trial of 
impeachments, shall not extend further than is provided by the 
Constitution of the United States, in cases of impeachments, and 
the party, nevertheless, to be liable, and subject to indictment, 
trial, judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

In every state where the Congress shall declare the Superior 
or Supreme Common Law Court to be the General Judicial 
Court, the judges shall, by force of their appointments as judges 
of the Superior or Supreme Common Law Court, become judges 
of the General Judicial Court; and all the powers and duties of 
the judges of the Superior or Supreme Common Law Court, ei- 
ther by the Constitution or the laws of the state, shall devolve 
on the judges of the General Judicial Court. 

“ ir,^n the establishment of the General Judicial Courts, the 
Congress shall deem proper to discontinue any of the District 
Courts of the United States, the judges of the courts so disconti- 
nued shall, thereupon, by force of their appointments as district 
judges, become judges of the General Judicial Courts in the re- 
spective states, and shall continue to receive their compensations 
as theretofore established. 

“The judges of the Supreme or Superior Common Law 
Courts, and the district judges, may, on the first establishment of 
the General Judicial Courts, become judges thereof, notwithstand- 
ing the limitation of the number of judges of the General Judi- 
cial Courts in the respective states; but as vacancies happen, 
they shall not afterwards be filled up beyond the number li- 
mited. 

“ For avoiding of doubts, it is declared that •all officers, as well 
ministerial as judicial, in the adminislralion of justice, under the 
authority of a state, shall also be held to execute their respec- 
tive offices, for carrying intoclTect the laws of the United States; 
and, in addition to the duties assigned to them by the laws of the 
state, the Congress may assign to them such further duties as 
they shall deem proper for that purpose.” 

The house, after these amendments had been read, deter- 
mined to postpone their consideration until the next session of 
Congress, and ordered one hundred copies thereof to be printed 
for the use of the members of both houses. 

Nothing further on the subject of amendments to the Consti- 
tution appears on the Journal of this session of Congress. 
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On the 3d of November, 1791, a few days after the assembling h. Journal 
of the Second Congress at Philadelphia, the proposition of amend- P* 
ments to the Constitution, on the subject of the judiciary, was 
taken up, committed to a committee of the whole house, and 
made the order for to-morrow. On the 9th of November, the 
committee of the whole house was discharged from considering 
the subject, and the propositions of amendment were referred to 
a committee, consisting of the following members : Messrs. Sedg- 
wick, Hillhousc, Benton, Boudinot, Madison, Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, and Steele. This committee made a report by their id. p. 451 
chairman, Mr. Sedgwick, on the 14th of December, and the re- 
port was ordered to lie on the table. 

No further proceeding on this proposition is to he found on the 
Journals of the Second Congress. 


On the 20th of February, 1793, a motion was made that the 1793. 
Senate adopt the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of 
both houses concurring — That the following article be proposed s. Journal, 
to the legislatures of the several states, as an amendment to the P* 
Constitution of the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
four! hs of the said legislatures, shall be valid, as part of the said 
Constitution, namely: — 

“The judicial power of the United States shall not extend to 
any suits in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one 
of the United States, by citizens of another state, or by citizens 
or subjects of any foreign state.” 

This motion was taken up for consideration on the 25th, when id. p. 494. 
an unsuccessful motion was made to postpone its consideration to 
the next session of Congress. After some debate, the subject was 
postponed, and was not resumed during the session. 

On the 2d of March, 1793, it was moved in the Senate to pro- id. p. 502. 
pose to the legislatures of the several states, the following amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States : — 

“ Article Df, Secticni 8. After the words ‘ general welfare of the 
United States,* add, * in the cases hereinafter particularly enu- 
merated.* And at the end of the section, add, * but no power to 
grant any charter of incorporation, or any commercial or other 
monopoly, shall be hereby implied.* 
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“ Section 9. Every tax shall be deemed direct, other than taxes 
on imports, excises, transfers of property, and law proceedings.” 

At the end of the section, add, ‘ No member of Congress shall be 
eligible to any office of profit under the authority of the United 
States; nor shall any person intrusted with the management of 
money of the United States, or concerned in the direction or 
management of any bank or other moneyed corporation within 
the United States, be capable of a seat in either house of Con- 

“ Article 3c?, Section 1. After the words ‘ obtain and establish,’ 
add, ‘ or in such of the state courts as the Congress shall deem 
fit’ ” 

These propositions were laid on the table, and no further at- 
tempt was made during this Congress to change the structure of 
the Constitution. 


1st (^onpress. The Constitution, in the second section of the first article, 17H9. 

having prescribed that an enumeration should be made of the in- 
Census, habitants of the United States, and that the representatives should 
be apportioned in the manner specified therein: it appears that, 
on the 18th of May, 1789, the House of Representatives appointed 
Committee a committee, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Ilcister, and Seney, 
to prepare and bring in a bill providing for the actual enume- 
ration of the inhabitants of the United States, in conformity to the 
Constitution, and for the purposes therein mentioned.” No re- 
port seems to have emanated from this committee. 

SeRsion. On the 11th of January, 1790, a few days after the commence- 179(1> 
ment of the second session of the first Congress, the subject was 
again brought before the House of Representatives, and the fol- 
Censiis lowing committee was appointed: — Messrs. Foster, Goodhue, ii.jfMimab 
committee, g^erman, Lawrance, Schureman, Clymer, Seney, White, Smith, P* 
of South Carolina, and Baldwin. On the 18th of January, Mr. Fos- 
ter, from this committee, reported a bill providing for the actual 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, which then 
Bill read received its first reading; and, on the following day, was read a fa.p.142— 

twice, and ggeo^d time, and committed to a chmmittec of the whole house, 
comnntted. . - , 

on Friday next. On the day specified, the consideration of the 

hill was postponed until Monday. On Monday and Tuesday, the 

bill underwent the deliberation and discussion of the committee, 
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Bill read 
twice, and 
committed. 


Reported, 


aad, on the last named day, was reported to the house with 
amendments. The bill and amendments were then recommitted 
to Messrs. Foster, Goodhue, Sherman, Lawrance, Schureman, 
Clymer, Seney, White, Smith, of South Carolina, Baldwin, and 
Madison. On the 2d of February, the bill was again reported to 
the house with several amendments, which were twice read, and 
agreed to by the house. The bill, with the amendments, was 
then ordered to be engrossed; and, on the 4th of February, the 
bill received its third reading, and was recommitted to the 
committee of the whole house. The bill was taken up on the 
following day, and postponed until Monday, the 8th; and, on that 
day, the committee of the whole house was discharged from its 
further consideration, the blanks were tilled, and the bill was 
passed. On the 9th, the bill was read a first time in the Senate. 
On the 12th, the bill was read a second time and referred to a 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Paterson, Strong, Ellsworth, 
Hawkins, and Johnson. Mr. Paterson, on the 16th, reported the 
bill with amendments, wliich were accepted by the Senate. The 
sixth section of the bill was then recommitted ; and, on the 18th, 
the bill was passed with twenty-nine amendments. The House 
of Representatives, on the 22d, considered the various amend- 
ments made by the Senate, and disagreed to the twenty-second, 
twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth of the 
amendments, agreeing to all the rest. The Senate, on the same 
day, receded from all the amendments to which the House had 
disagreed. On the 1st of March, the House received a commu- 
nication from the President of the United States, that he had ap- 
proved and affixed his signature to the bill. 

The subsequent accession of the state of Rhode Island to the 
Union, rendering it necessary that provision should be made to 
give effect to the Igiws of the United States within that state, a 
committee to prepare the necessary bills was appointed, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Sedgwick, Benson, and Tucker. On the 7th of 
June, Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, presented a bill for 
giving effect to an act providing for the enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the United States, in respect to the state of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, which was then read a first 
time, received its second reading on the following day, and was 
committed to Messrs. Williamson, Scott, and Baldwin, with in- 
structions to insert a clause or clauses to provide for administering 
the necessary oaths for more effectually procuring a full census 
of the inhabitants of the United States. Mr. Williamson, on the 
22d, reported the bill with sundry amendments, which were "or- 
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dered to lie on the table. The House, on the 28th of June, con- 
sidered and disagreed to the amendments of the committee, and 
the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. On the following day, 
the blank being filled up, the bill was passed and sent to the Se- 
nate. The bill received its three readings in the Senate, on the 
29th and 30th of June, and on the 1st of July, when it finally 


The returns of the enumeration of the inhabitants under this 
law, were communicated by the President of the United States 
to the two houses of Congress, on the 27th of October, 1791, 
during the first week of tlie first session of the second Congress. 
The official statement is subjoined. 


Districts, 

Free white males 
of sixteen years and 
upwards, including 
heads of families. 

Free while males 
under sixteen years. 

Free white females, 
including heads of 
families. 

All other free per- 
sons. 

Slavee. 

Total. 

Vermont - - 

22,4:35 

22,328 

40,.5(X5 

252 

16 

8 . 5 , 5:39 

New Hampshire 

36,086 

34,851 

70,160 

6:30 

158 

141, 8H5 

J Maine - - - 

24,:384 

24,748 

46,870 

538 

none. 

96, .540 ) 

\ Massachusetts - 

95 , 45:3 

87,289 

190, .582 

5,46:3 

none. 

378,787 \ 

Rhode Island - 

16,019 

15,799 

32,652 

3,407 

948 

68,825 

Connecticut - 

60,-523 

54,403 

117,448 

2,808 

2,764 

237,946 

New York - - 

8:3,700 

78,122 

152,:320 

4,6.54 

21,:324 

:340,12() 

New Jersey 

4.5,251 

41,416 

83,287 

2,762 

11 , 4.53 

184,1 :39 

Pennsylvania - 

110,788 

106,948 

2(K),343 

6, . 5:37 

3 , 7:37 

434,373 

Delaware - - 

11,78.3 

12,143 

22,^384 

3,890 

8,887 

.59,03)4 

Maryland - - 

.55,915 

51,339 

101,:395 

8,043 

103,0:16 

319,728 

^ Virginia - - 

110,936 

116,135 

215,046 

12,8(K3 

‘392,627 

747,610 ) 

( Kentucky - - 

15,154 

17,057 

28,922 

114 

1‘2,430 

73,677 ] 

North Carolina 

69,988 

77,506 

140,710 

4,975 

100,572 

393,751 

South Carolina 







Georgia - - - 

13,103 

14,044 

25,739 

398 

29,264 

82,548 


a» m 

s el " 

TO 0) 

v a 

eS 9 

s ^ 

gc 

i| 

k 




« c e 

^ % 


* 






s. 

^ C TO* 

' 1 

Slaves. 

Total. 


dj ""S ° 

r" ^ fe ’i 

l|i 

111 

0 

^ 5s . 




0 sa \ 


^.5 4a 

1 ^ 



S. W. Territory - 

6,271 

10,277 

15,365 

361 

3,417 

,35,691 

N. W. Territory - 








Truly stated from the original returns deposited in the office 


of the secretary of state. 

“ Ociober 24, 1791.” 
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This schedule was ordered by the House of Representatives 
to be committed to a committee of the whole house on Mon- 
day next. The committee were encaged in the consideration of H. Journal, 

® ° p. 444,448 

the subject on Monday the 31st of October, on Thursday the 3d 454 . 

of November, on Thursday the 10 th, on Monday the 14th, and 
Tuesday the 15th. On the last of these days, Mr. Muhlenberg, 
the chairman of the committee of the whole, reported that the 
committee had adopted the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That the number of representatives shall, until 
the next enumeration, be one for thirty thousand.’^ 

The question, on concurring in this resolutipn, being taken by 
ayes and noes, was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, Fitzsi- 
mons, Gerry, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Heister, Huger, Ja- 
cobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lavvrance, Leonard, Lee, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, 

Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, 

Wayne, White, Willis. — 35. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gilman, Goodhue, Grove, Hillhouse, Liver- 
more, Macon, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, 

Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Vining, Ward. — 23. 

Messrs. Page, Murray, and Macon, were then appointed a com- p. 455, 
mittee to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to the above reso- 
lution. A bill was presented to the house, and read a first and 
second time, on the 18th of November, and was considered in 
committee of the whole on the 21 st and 22 d; and, on the last of 
these days, it was reported with amendments. The house, on id.p.458— 
the 23d, proceeded to consider these amendments. The first 
amendment being under consideration, namely: 

« Section first, line second, strike out from the word ‘ That,’ 
to the end of the second section, and insert, 

From and after the third day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members vrho shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the propor- 
tion of one representative for every thirty thousand persons, 
computed according to the rule prescribed b}" the Constitution 
of the United States: that is to say, from the stale of New Hamp- 
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shire, four; the state of Massachusetts, fifteen; the state of Con- 
necticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, two; Ih? state of Ver- 
mont, two; the state of New York, eleven; the state of New 
Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of De- 
laware, one; the state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, 
twenty-one; the state of Kentucky, two; the state of North Ca- 
rolina, eleven; and the state of Georgia, two members.’^ 

A motion was made to amend this amendment, by inserting 
between the word ‘‘ thirty,” and the word thousand,” the word 
“ four;” so that it should read thirty -four thousand.^’ The 
question, on this motion, was decided in the negative, by the 
following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Kitchell, Li- 
vermore, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, 
Sturges, Thatcher, Ward. — 21. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, Gerry, 
Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heistcr, Huger, 
Jacobs, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Lee, Macon, Madison, 
Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Wadsworth, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 38. 

The amendment was then agreed to by the house, in the 
form in which it was reported. 

The second amendment of the committee was then taken up, 
considered, and agreed to, in the words following; to wit: — 

‘^Section third, line first, strike out from the word ‘That,’ 
to the end of the bill, and insert, 

“The President of the United States, as soon as the marshal 
of the state of South Carolina shall have trahsmitted to him re- 
turns, pursuant to the provisions by law for an enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, shall cause the execu- 
tive of the said state to be notified of the number of representa- 
tives to be elected within the said state, according to the propor- 
tion aforesaid.” 

The bill was then ordered for engrossment, and on the 24th of 
November, it was read a third time, and the question on its pas- 
sage was decided in the affirmative by the following vote: — 

j{yes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. 
Bourne, Findley, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, 
Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, 
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Leonard, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray^ 

Parker, SchofJhmakcr, Sedgwick, Seney, W. Smith, Sumpter, Sil- 
vester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne> 

White, Williamson, Willis. — 43. 

JVocs — Messrs. Boudinot, B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Livermore, Niles, Sheridan, J. Smith, 1. Smith, Sturges, Thatch- 
er. — 12. 

It was then ordered, that the bill be sent to the Senate. 

In llte Senate, the bill received its first reading on the 24th, S. Journal, 
and was read a second time on the following day. On the 29th 347 ^^* 
and 30th it was discussed, and was then referred to a committee 
consisting of Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, Butler, Strong, and Mon- id. p. 349, 
roc, to revise the apportionment of representatives in the bill. 

From this committee, on the 5th of December, Mr. Ellsworth 
reported sundry amendments, and tliesc amendments were con- 
sidered on the two succeeding days. On the 7th, a motion was 
made to amend the bill, as follows: — 

“ Be it enacted^ by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Slates of America^ in Congress assembled — That from and 
after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety three, and until otherwise provided for by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
liepresentalives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the propor- 
tion of one representative for every thirty-three thousand per- 
sons in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United States: That is to say, from the 
state of New Hampshire, four members; the slate of Massachu- 
setts, fourteen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of 
Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, two; the state of New 
York, ten; the state of New Jersey, five; the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, thirteen; the state of Delaware, one; the state of Mary- 
land, eight; the state of Virginia, nineteen; the state of Ken- 
tucky, two; the state of North Carolina, ten; and the state of 
Georgia, two members.” 

It was determined to postpone this motion, in order to take 
into consideration the iblWlfing proposition : — 

“ Be it enacted^ by the Skmte and House of Representatives of 
ihe United Stoics of America, in Congress assembled — That from 
and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 

t , r 
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Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in *the proportion 
of one representative for every thirty thousand persons, computed 
according to the rule prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States: That is to say, from the state of New Hampshire, five 
members; the state of Massachusetts, sixteen ; the state of Con- 
necticut, eight; the state of Rhode Island, two; the state of Ver- 
mont, three; the state of New York, eleven; the state of New 
Jersey, six; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the slate of 
Delaware, two; the state of Maryland, nine ; the state of Virgi- 
nia, twenty-one; the state of Kentucky, two; the state of North 
Carolina, twelve; the state of Georgia, two members. And if, 
after apportioning a representative to every thirty thousand per- 
sons, of the state of South Carolina, computed according to the 
rule prescribed in the Constitution of the United States, there 
shall remain a fractional part of the number of persons of that 
state, equal to, or greater than, ten thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, then the people of the state of South Carolina 
shall be entitled to choose an additional representative ; but if 
such fractional part shall be less than ten thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-two, and more than ten thousand three hundred 
and seventeen, then the people of the state of Georgia shall be 
entitled to choose three representatives, instead of the number 
before mentioned to be chosen in that state.’’ 

It was agreed to divide this proposition, and to take the ques- s. Journal, 
tion on the first member of the amendment, to “ the state of P' 
Georgia, two members,” inclusive ; and the question being taken 
on this clause of the motion, it was decided in the negative by 
the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Lang- 
don, Read, Robinson, Rutherford. — 9. 

JVays — Messrs. Butler, Dickinson, Few, Foster, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Stanton, Sherman, 

Strong, Wingate. — 15. 

Tlie question was then taken on the original motion which 
had been postponed, and decided in the negative by the follow- 
ing vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, Read, Ro- 
binson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 11. 

JYays — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris. — 13. 
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It was then moved, that the following amendment, proposed 
yesterday, and passed in the negative, be reconsidered ; to wit: — 

Be it enactedf by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Co7igress assembled — That 
from and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, 
agreeably to the Constitution of the United States, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of one hundred and six mem- 
bers, and the number hereinafter apportioned to the state of 
South Carolina, who shall have been chosen by the people of the 
several states, in proportion, as nearly as may be, to the number 
of inhabitants in each state, computed according to the rules pre- 
scribed by the Constitution of the United States : That is to say, 
from the state of New Hampshire, four members; the state of 
Massachusetts, fifteen ; the state of Connecticut, seven ; the 
state of Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, three; the 
state of New York, ten ; the state of New Jersey, six ; the state 
of Pennsylvania, thirteen; the state of Delaware, two; the 
state of Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, twenty; the state 
of Kentucky, two; the state of North Carolina, eleven ; the state 
of Georgia, two members.” 

The question on this motion was decided in the negative by 
the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Langdon, Ro- 
binson, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 9, 

JVays — Messrs. Butler, Dickinson, Few, Foster, Gunn, Ilaw^- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris, Read, Ru- 
therford, Stanton. — 15. 

On the question to agree to the following clause of the bill, as 
it came from the House of Representatives; to wit: — 

That is to say — From the state of New Hampshire, four 
members; the state of Massachusetts, fifteen; the state of Con- 
necticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, two; the state of 
Vermont, two ; the state of New York, eleven ; the state of New 
Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of 
Delaware, one ; the state of Maryland, nine ; the state of Virgi- 
nia, twenty-one ; the state of Kentucky, two ; the state of North 
Carolina, eleven ; and the state of Georgia, two members.” 

The yeas and nays being required, it was decided in the af- 
firmative by the following vote:--" 
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2 d (^ngresB. Ycas — Mcssis. ButlcF, Dickinsoi), Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, 

— Henry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Read, Stanton. — 13. 

JVays — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Lang- 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 11. 

3d reading. After agreeing to sundry amendments, the Senate ordered the s. Journal, 
bill to a third reading. On the 8th, it was read a third lime, P’ 

Motion to when a motion was made to expunge the first section of the bill, 
amend. substitute the following : — 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled — That from 
and after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, the House 
of Representatives shall be composed of members, who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the proportion 
of one representative for every thirty-three thousand persons in 
each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States : that is to say, From the state of 
New Hampshire, four members; the state of Massachusetts, four- 
teen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of Rhode Island, 
two; the state of Vermont, two; the state of New York, ten; 
the state of New Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, thirteen ; 
the state of Delaware, one; the state of Maryland, eight ; the 
state of Virginia, nineteen ; the state of Kentucky, two ; the state 
of North Carolina, ten ; and the state of Georgia, two members.” 

This motion was decided by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, 

Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Henry, Johnston, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris. — 12. 

The number of votes being equal, the Vice-President decided 
the question in the affirmative. 

It was then moved to strike out the words “ state of,” and in- 
sert “ district” after the word “Carolina,” which motion was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, King, 

Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, 

Wingate. — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Johnston, Izard, Monroe, Morris. — 10. 
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The bill was then passed, as amended, and sent to the ‘House 
of Representatives for concurrence. 

On the 12th of December, the House proceeded to consider the H. Journal, 
amendments of the Senate, and, on the following day, the amend- 
ments were committed to a committee of the whole house imme- 
diately. The committee then considered the amendments, and 
having risen, made report that they had disagreed to the first, 
and agreed to the last. On the 14th, the report and amendments 
were recommitted to the same committee immediately. The 
House again resolved itself into committee of the whole, and re- 
versed the former decision of the committee, who again made re- 
port that they “ had, according to order, had under consideration id. p. 473. 
the said report and amendments, to them recommitted, and made 
no amendment thereto.” The House then proceeded to consider 
the said amendments, and the first amendment being read as fol- 
lows; — 

‘‘Strike out the first section, and substitute the following: — 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeiitativcs of the 
United States of America^ in Congress assembled — That from and af- 
ter the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, and until otherwise provided for by law, the House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members who shall have 
been chosen by the people of the several states, in the proportion 
of one representative to every thirty-three thousand persons in 
each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
G>nstitution of the United States — that is to say : From the state 
of New Hampshire, four members; the state of Massachusetts, 
fourteen; the state of Connecticut, seven; the state of Rhode 
Island, two; the state of Vermont, two ; the state of New York, 
ten; the state of New Jersey, five; the state of Pennsylvania, 
thirteen; the state of Delaware, one; the state of Maryland, 
eight; the state of Virginia, nineteen; the state of Kentucky, 
two; the state of North Carolina, ten ; and the state of Georgia, 
two members.” 

A motion was made to amend the said amendment, striking 
out from the words, ‘‘ several states/^ to the end of the amend- 
ment, and inserting, in their room, the following words: — 

In the number following; to wit: — 

In the slate of New Hampshire, five members; the state of 
Massachusetts, sixteen; the state of Connecticut, eight; the state 
of Rhode Island, two; the state of Vermont, three; the state of 
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i 8t Pennsylvania, fourteen; the state of Delaware, two; the state of 

Amend- Maryland, nine; the state of Virginia, twenty-one; the state of 
ments. Kentucky, two; the state of North Carolina, twelve; and the state 
of Georgia, two members.’’ 

And this motion was decided in the negative, by the follow- 
ing vote: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boiulinot, S. Bourne, Clarke, 
Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Kitchell, 
Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, 
Steele, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth. — 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, 
Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Griffin, Hartley, Ilillhouse, Huger, 
Jacobs, Key, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, W. Smith, Ster- 
rett, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Tucker, Venable, Ward, Wayne, 
White, Williamson, Willis. — 37. 


The Constitution— Laws to carry into Effect, 
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Senate dis- 
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The question was then put, that the house do agree to the said ii. jounial, 
first amendment proposed by the Senate, and determined in the 
negative, by the following vote; — 

^^yes — Mes-srs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Hartley, Ilillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Livermore, 

Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Silves- 
ter, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — 2.9. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Gerry, Giles, 

Griffin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, She- 
ridan, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 

Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 31. 


The second amendment made by the Senate, striking out the h. journal, 
w’ords, state ofy^ before the word “ Carolinay” and inserting P* 
after Carolina, the word District was then agreed to by the 
House. 

Senate in- On the t5th, the bill was again brought up for consideration s. Journal, 
in the Senate: a motion was made to postpone its consideration P* 
until to-morrow se’nnight; and this being negatived, another mo- 
tion was made to postpone until the following Monday, which 
was also decided in the negative. A motion was then made to 
recede from the amendment disagreed to by the House of Re- 
presentatives, and the question was decided as follows; — 

VoL I. — 26 
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Yeas — Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard,. King, Monroe, Morris. — 12. 

Na^s — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Langdon, 

Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 12 . 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President determined the 
question in the negative. 

A motion was then made that the Senate insist on the amend- 
ment disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and appoint 
a committee of conference; but this motion was negatived; and 
the Senate then adopted a resolution to insist on the amendment 
disagreed to by the House. 

On Monday, the 19th of December, the House resumed the 
consideration of the amendments, when a motion was made to 
recede from their disagreement to the amendment of the Se- ll. Journal, 
natc; but the motion was decided in the negative, by the follow- 
ing vote: — 

*/lyes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Gregg, Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kittcra, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Niles, Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, 

Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. — 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Gerry, Giles, Grilfin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Ma- 
con, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmakcr, Sency, W. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tred- 
well. Tucker, Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 33. 

It was then moved, that the house do adhere to their disagree- id. p. 477 . 
ment to the amendment of the Senate ; which motion was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, Ger- 
ry, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Pige, Parker, Schoonma- 
kcr, Sency, W. Smith, Sterrett^ ®ttmpter, Tredwcll, Tucker, 

Venable, Wayne, White, WilSiamson, Willis. — 32. 

Noes. — Messrs. Ames, Bejbson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, FitariMitts, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Jaeotii, Kittcra, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, 

Sedgwick, J. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 
Wadsworth, Ward. — 29. 

On the 20tb, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution s. .Journal, 
of the House of Representatives to adhere to their disagreement, P* 
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when a motion was made that the Senate do adhere to their 
amendment. This motion was decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, King, Lang- 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Sherman, Strong# Wingate. 
— 12 . 

JVays — Messrs. Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 
Henry, Johnston, Izard, Moore, Morris, Read. — 12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave his casting 
vote in the affirmative ,* and the bill was thus lost. 

On the 6th of January, 1702, the following motion was sub- 
mitted to the House of Representatives: “ That a committee be 
appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for apportioning repre- 
sentatives among the several states, according to the first enume- 
ration, and making provision for a second enumeration, and for 
an apportionment of representatives therein, to compose ‘ the 
House of Representatives,’ after the third day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven.” It was moved to 
amend this motion, by inserting, after the word c/n/mcm/io/?,” 
the following words : “ and the ratio of one rcprcsc?itative for every 
thirty thousand'' This motion and amendment were committed 
to a committee of the whole house on the following Thursday. 
The subject, however, was not resumed until Tuesday, the 24th, 
when the house resolved itself into committee on the proposi- 
tion and amendment. On the same day the committee reported 
the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that a bill 
ought to be prepared for apportioning representatives among the 
several states, according to the first enumeration, and making 
provision for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of 
representatives thereon, to compose the Ilou^e of Representa- 
tives, after the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven, and that no greater ratio be reported than 
thirty thousand inhabitants for every representative.” 

This resolution having been read a second time, it was moved 
to amend it, by striking out the words, “ and making provision 
for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of repre- 
sentatives thereon, to compose the House of Representatives, af- 
ter the third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven, and that no greater ratio be reported than thirty 
thousand inhabitants for every representative :” whereupon, a di- 
vision of the motion was called for, and the question was first 
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iBt^esHor striking out the words following: — “ and making provi- 

sion for a second enumeration, and for an apportionment of re- 
presentatives, after the third day of March, 1797;” which was de- 
Negativcd. cided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, Day- 
ton, Filzsimons, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Kit- 
chell, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Seney, Jerc. 

Smith, I. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Ward. — 22. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, 

Findley, Gerry, Giles, Goodhue, Griffin, Grove, Huger, Key, 

Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Murray, Page, Sheridan, Steele, Sterreit, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwcll, Venable, Wadsworth, Wayne, White, Wil- 
liamson, Willis. — 30. 

The question was then taken on the residue of the motion, to h. Jouma], 
I.ast clause strike out these words: “and that no greater ratio be reported 
than thirty thousand inhabitants for every representative;” which 
was decided in the affirmative by the following vote : — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, 

Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Li- 
vermore, Macon, Madison, Niles, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, Wil- 
lis.— 32. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Brown, Findley, 

Gerry, Giles, Ciordon, Griffin, Huger, Lawrance, Lee, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, 

Sterrett, Sumpter, Trcdwell, Venable, Wayne, White, William- 
son. — 20. 

The resolution,, as amended, was then agreed to, and the 
house adopted the following resolution: — 

“ Resolved — That a bill be prepared for apportioning repre- 
sentatives among the several states, according to the first enu- 
meration, and making provision for a second enumeration, and 
for an apportionment of representatives thereon, to compose the 
House of Representatives, after the third day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven.” 

CommUtcp A committcc, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Madison, and Ger- 
lo prepare |.y^ ^vas then npi>ointcd to prepare and bring in the bill. 

Bill r ad February, Mr. Benson presented a bill to the la. p. 503. 

isi time, house, pursuant to order, which then received its first reading. 
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On the following day, the bill was read a second time, and’ com- H. Journal, 
mitted for the following Monday. The bill was considered in 507— 
committee of the whole, on the 13tb, 16th, 16th, 17tb, and 20th; 
and on the last named day, the committee reported several 
amendments. All the amendments to the first section were 
agreed to. A motion was then made to expunge the second sec- 
tion, in the words following ; to wdt : — 

“ And be it fnrtJicr enacted — That there shall be another enu- Id. p. 512. 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States, to be made by 
the several marshals within their respective districts, to com- 
mence on the day of , in the year , and to close 

: and returns thereof to be transmitted by the marshals to 

the President of the United States, within calendar months 

thereafter. That, in each return, shall be certified the number 
of persons within the district, excluding Indians, not taxed; and 
distinguishing the number of free persons, including those bound 
to service for a term of years; and the number of all other 
persons. That the marshals may appoint as many persons, as 
assistants to them, in making the enumeration, as they shall 
deem requisite; and assign to each assistant such division of the 
district, and to be limited and described, as they shall deem con- 
venient That each assistant shall, before he enters on the trust 
assigned to him by this act, take the following oath, or aflirnm- 
tion, before any magistrate within the district, authorized to ad- 
minister an oath ; namely : — “ I, A. Ik, do solemnly swear, (or af- 
firm,) that I will make a just and perfect enumeration of all the 
inhabitants within the division assigned to me by the marshal of 

the district of , and make due return thereof to the said 

marslial, pursuant to an act of Congress, entitled ‘ An act ’ 

according to the best of my ability.” That each assistant, fail- 
ing to make a return, or making a false return, shall be deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished by fine or imprisonment, 
or both, in the discretion of the court. That every assistant 
shall be allowed, for his services and expenses in the execution 
of the said trust, at the rate of for every persons re- 

turned by him, not residing in a city or town containing more 

than five thousand persons, and at the rate of for every 

persons returned by him re.siding in such city or town. But 
where, from the dispersed situation of the inhabitants, in some 
divisions, the above allowance may be judged insufficient, the 
marshal may, with the approbation of the judge of the district, 
make such additional allowance to the assistants, in such divi- 
sions, as he shall deem reasonable : Prorvidedf the whole allow- 
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ance to any assistant shall not exceed the rate of for every 

■ of the whole number of persons returned by him. That 

the marshals of the several districts shall, for the services re- 
quired of them by this act, be allowed as follows ; namely : — 

The marshal of the district of Maine , 

The marshal of the district of New Hampshire , 

The marshal of the district of Massachusetts , 

The marshal of the district of Vermont , 

The marshal of the district of Rhode Island , 

The marshal of the district of Connecticut , 

The marshal of the district of New York , 

The marshal of the district of New Jersey , 

The marshal of the district of Pennsylvania , 

The marshal of the district of Delaware , 

The marshal of the district of Maryland , 

The marshal of the district of Virginia , 

The marshal of the district of Kentucky , 

The marshal of the district of North Carolina , 

The marshal of the district of South Carolina , 

The marshal of the district of Georgia . 

That all persons, being heads of families, shall, when there- 
unto required by the assistant for the division, render to him a 
true account of the number of persons of which their respective 
families shall consist, on pain of forfeiting twenty dollars; to be 
sued for, and recovered by the assistant ; one half to his own use, 
and the other half to the use of the United States/’ 

This motion was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Key, Kitchell, 
Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, Seney, I. Smith, 
Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, White. — 23. 

Koes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Ma- 
con, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, W. Smith, 
Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Venable, Vining, Wayne, Willis. — 26. 

The amendments to the second section were then agreed to. 
A motion was then made to expunge the third and fourth sec- 
tions which follow; — 

“ And be it further enacted — That from and after the third day 
of Marcli, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
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seven, the House of Representatives shall be composed of mem- 
bers elected within the several states, according to an apportion- 
ment to be made in the manner following : that is to say — The 
number of persons (defined as above mentioned) within the se- 
veral states, being ascertained from the returns of the marshals, 
to be made in pursuance of this act, there shall be elected, with- 
in each slate, the like number of representatives, as the quo- 
tient of the number of persons within the state, divided by . 

‘‘ And be it further enacted — That the President of the United 

States shall, as soon as conveniently may be, after the day 

of , in the year , cause the executives of the several 

states to be notified of the number of Representatives to be 
elected within the states respectively, according to the apportion- 
ment as declared and enacted in the third section of this act; 
but, in case he shall not, on or before that day, have received 
returns from all the marshals within the United States, or, in 
case he shall have received them, if it should appear, from them, 
that the whole number of persons within the United States, (de- 
fined as aforesaid,) is, or doth exceed millions, then such 

notification shall not be made ; and, in cither of the said cases, 
the fourth section of this act shall be, and hereby is, declared to 
be, suspended ; and the House of Representatives shall continue 
to be composed of members elected within the several states, ac- 
cording to the apportionment, as declared and enacted in the first 
section of this act, until further provision shall be made by law, 
any thing in this act notwithstanding : and, if cither of the said 
cases shall happen, the President of the United Slates shall, as 

soon as conveniently may be, after the said day of , 

in the year , cause the executives of all the states to be no- 

tified thereof.” 

This motion was decided in the negative,* by the following 
vote:— p. 513 , 514 . 

Jlyes — Messrs. Barnwell, Bondi not, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, ITillhouse, Jacobs, 

Key, Kitchell, Livermore, Moore, Niles, Page, Schoonmaker, 

Seney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 

Tucker. — 25. 

jS'oes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, 

Macon, Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, W. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 

Willis.— 26. 
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The question was then put, on agreeing to the amendment to 
fill the blank at the end of the third section, with the words, 

thirty thousand/^ so as to read, divided by thirty thousand,’^ 
when it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Key, Lawrance, Macon, 
Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, 

Seney, Sterrett, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 

Vining, Wayne, White, Willis. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Hillhouse, Jacobs, 

Kitchell, Kiltera, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, Niles, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher. — 22 . 

The other amendments were then agreed to, and the bill and 
amendments were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On the 21 st of February, the bill received its third reading, 
and the question as to its passage was decided affirmatively, by 
the following vote: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Jacobs, Key, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, 

Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Sil- 
vester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — 34 . 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Gil- 
man, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Kitchell, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, 
Sedgwick, I. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth. — 16. 

The bill was read a first time, in the Senate, on the same day; .S. JoumaJ, 
and, on the 23d, it was read a second time. It was tlKjn moved 
to amend the first .part of the first section of the bill, in the fol- 
lowing manner: — 

That, from and after the third day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred members, elected agreeably 
to a ratio of one member for every thirty thousand inhabitants 
in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution.’’ 

This motion was decided in the negative, by the following id p. 397 , 
vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 

Langdon, Head, Robinson, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 11 . 
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Nays — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Few, 'Gunn, 

Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Lee, Monroe, Morris, 
Rutherford, Stanton. — 16. 

A motion was then made to amend the first part of the first 
section of the bill, in the following manner: — 

That, from and after the tliird day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred and nineteen members, elected 
agreeably to a ratio of one member for every thirty thousand in- 
habitants in each state, computed according to the rule ])rescribcd 
by the Constitution.’^ 

Before the question was taken on this motion, the Senate ad- 
journed; and, on the following day, the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed until Thursday, the 1st of March. On 
that day, it was further postponed until the following Monday, S. .Tournal, 
and it was then taken up for consideration. A motion was made 
on Tuesday, the 6th of March, to amend the title and first sec- * 

tion as follows: — 

“ An Act for ihe Apportionment of Rcprcftcntatkcs among the several 
Stales, according to the first Enumeration ; and making Provi- 
sion for another Enumeration, and an Apportionmefit of Repre- 
sentatives thereon, to compose the House of Reprcse?itaiivcs, after 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and three. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assendded — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of one hundred and twenty mem- 
bers, elected within the several states, according to the follow- 
ing apportionment: that is to say, within t*he state of New 
Hampshire, five; within the state of Massachusetts, sixteen; 
within the state of Vermont, three; within the slate of Rhode 
Island, two; within the state of Connecticut, eight; within the 
slate of New York, eleven ; within the state of New Jersey, six ; 
within the state of Pennsylvania, fourteen; within the state of 
Delaware, two; within the state of Maryland, nine; within the 
slate of Virginia, twenty-one; within the state of Kentucky, two; 
within the stale of North Carolina, twelve; within the state of 
South Carolina, seven; and within the state of Georgia, tw^o.” 

This motion was decided in the i\.cgulive by the following 
vote : — 

VoL. I.— 27 
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Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos- 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Win- 
gate. — 13. 

JYays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sherman, 

Strong. — 14. 

A motion was then made to amend the first clause of the first 
section as follows : — 

“ Section 1 . lie it enacted,^ by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of members elected within the se- 
veral states, according to tlic following apportionment: that is 
to sa)'.’* 

This motion was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vole : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos- 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robii>son, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Wingate. — 15. 

JVays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris. — 12. 

It was then moved to amend the second clause of the first sec- 
tion, thus: — 

“ Within the state of New Hampshire, four; within the slate of 
Massachusetts, fourteen; within the state of Vermont, two; with- 
in the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of Connecti- 
cut, seven; within the state of New York, ten; within the state 
of New Jersey, five; within the state of Pennsylvania, thirteen; 
within the state of Delaware, one; within the state of Mary- 
land, eight; within the state of Virginia, nineteen; within the 
state of Kentucky, two; within the state of North Carolina, ten ; 
within the state of South Carolina, six; and within the state of 
Georgia, two.’’ 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, King, Lang- 
don, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 11. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, 

Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris, 

Read, Stanton. — 16. 
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The title and first section of the bill were then agreed to, in s 
the following form : — 

“ An Act for an Apportionment of Representatives among the seve- 
ral States, according to the first Enumeration, and making Pro- 
vision for another Enumeration, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 
That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of members elected within the se- 
veral states, according to the following apportionment : that is to 
say; within the state of New Hampshire, four; within the state 
of Massachusetts, fifteen; within the state of Vermont, two; 
within the state of Rhode Island, two; within the state of (Vin- 
necticut, seven ; within the state of New York, eleven ; within 
the stale of New Jersey, five; within the state of Pennsylvania, 
fourteen; within the state of Delaware, one; within the state of 
Maryland, nine; within the state of Virginia, twenty-one; with- 
in the state of Kentucky, two; within the state of North Caroli- 
na, eleven; within the state of South Carolina, six; and within 
the state of Georgia, two.” 

The following being the vote by which it was passed in the 
affirmative : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, I^cc, Monroe, Morris, Read. 
—15. 

JVays — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Langdon, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 12. 

A motion was then made to expunge the second section of the 
bill, as it came from the House of Representatives, which was 
determined in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Foster, King, Morris, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, 
Strong, Wingate. — 14. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 
flenry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Read. — 13. 

It was then agreed to restore the second section, so amended 
as to provide for an enumeration to be taken in the year 1798, 
instead of the year 1796. 

The third and fourth sections of the bill, as it passed the house, 
were then stricken out, and the bill was ordered to its third read- 
ing. 
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On the 7th of March, after the bill had been read a third s. Journal, 
time, a motion prevailed to postpone its further consideration un- P 
til the following Tuesday, (the 13th.) But on Monday, the 12th, 
the Senate, by unanimous consent, reconsidered that decision, and 
proceeded at once to the consideration of the bill. A motion 
was then made to amend the first section to read as follows : — 

“ Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represe7i' 
latives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That, from and after the third day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of one hundred and twenty mem- 
bers, elected within the several states, according to the following 
apportionment: that is to say; within the stale of New Hamp- 
shire, five ; within the state of Massachusetts, sixteen ; within the 
state of Vermont, three; within the state of Rhode Island, two; 
wdthin the slate of Connecticut, eight; within the state of New 
York, eleven; within the state of New Jersey, six; within the 
state of rcnnsylvania, fourteen; within the state of Delaware, 
two; within the stale of Maryland, nine; within the state of 
Virginia, twenty-one; within the state of Kentucky, two ; within 
the state of North Carolina, twelve; within the state of South 
Carolina, seven; and within the state of Georgia, two.” 

And this motion passed in the affirmative, by the following 
vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos- 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate. — 14. 

Kays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sherman. 

--- 13 . 

It was then moved to amend the amendment just agreed to, 
by inserting after the word apportionment,” the words follow- 
ing 

Made by dividing the whole aggregate numbers of the peo- 
ple in the United States by thirty thousand, and apportioning 
them among the several states by that ratio, until they shall re- 
spectively have the number to which it will entitle them, and 
the residue of said members amongst those states having the 
highest fractions.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, by the following 

vote ; — 
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Yeas — Messrs. Carroll, Dickinson, Henry, Johnston, Lee; Mon- 
roe, Morris. — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, King, Langdon, Read, Ro- 
binson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 20. 

A motion was then made to amend the first enacting clause, s. Journal, 
as follows: — p.408,409. 

“ Be it enacted^ by the Senate and Home of Representatives 
of the United States of America^ in Congress assembled — That, 
from and after the third day of March, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, the House of Representatives 
shall be composed of one hundred and twenty members, being 
one member for every thirty thousand persons within the United 
Stales, computed according to the rule prescribed by the Consti- 
tution, and who shall be apportioned to, and elected within the 
several states, according to their respective numbers.’^ 

This motion was also negatived, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Foster, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Wingate. — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Rutherford, 

Sherman, Stanton, Strong. — 16. 

It was then agreed to expunge the second section, as adopted 
by the Senate on tlie Gth instant; and that the title of the bill be 
so amended as to read thus: An act for an apportionment of re- 
presentatives among the several states, according to the first enu- 
meration.’’ 

The question, Shall the bill pass as amended?” was then 
passed in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, 

Foster, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate. — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sher- 
man. — 13. 

On the 17th of March, the House of Representatives resumed ii. Journal, 
the consideration of the subject. The question was then taken 
on agi-eeing to the first amendment of the Senate, as follows: — 

« Section first, line fourth, between the words ‘ of’ and ^ mem- 
bers,’ insert ‘ one hundred and twenty.’ ” 

And it was decided in the negative, by the following vole:— 
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Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hartley, Jacobs, Kitchcll, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Niles, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, 
Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 
Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Ileisler, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, 
Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 
Parker, Scncy, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, 
Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 31. 

All the other amendments of the Senate were then severally 
disagreed to by the House, and a resolution was adopted, desiring 
a conference with the Senate on the subject matter of the said 
amendments; and Messrs. Madison, Findley, Hillhouse, Smith, 
of South Carolina, and Baldwin, were appointed managers of the 
said conference on the part of the House. 

On the 19th, the Senate agreed to the conference, and appoint- 
ed, as managers on their part, Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, and 
Butler. 

Mr. Elllsworth, from the managers of this conference on the 
part of the Senate, made a report on the 22d, that they had con- 
ferred with the managers appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, but had come to no agreement. 

A motion was then made to insist on the amendment to the 
first section of the bill, which was decided in the affirmative, by 
(he following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fos- 
ter, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stanton, 
Strong, Wingate. — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Sher- 
man. — 13. 

A motion was then made to recede from all the other amend- 
ments which had been made by the Senate to the bill; but this 
motion was negatived, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, 
Johnston, Lee, Monroe. — 9, 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Dickinson, 
Ellsworth, Foster, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Robinson, 
Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 

A resolution to insist on all these amendments was then 
agreed to, 

Mr. Madison on the same day made a report to the House of 
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2 d (>^688. Representatives, from the managers on their part, “ that the ma- h. journal, 

nagers had, according to order, attended that duty, and that after P-543,544. 

Report of offering the reasons for disagreement on the part of this house, 
house ma- hearing those which were offered by the managers on the 

nagers. ^ . ... 

part of the Senate, in answer thereto, several propositions, of- 
fered by the managers on the part of this house, for accommo- 
dating the said disagreement, not being acceded to by the mana- 
gers on the part of the Senate, they had mutually determined 
to separate from the said conference without agreement.^^ 

On the 23d, the House proceeded to reconsider the amend- id. p. 545, 
ments proposed by the Senate, which were disagreed to by the 
House, and insisted on by the Senate; and a motion was then 
House rc- made, that the House doth recede from their disagreement to 
cedes from amendments, which was decided in the affirmative 

tlieir.disa- , , ^ . 

greement. by the following vote: — 

tj2^es — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Hartley, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kitlera, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Muhlenberg, Niles, Schoonmakcr, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 

I. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wads- 
worth, Ward. — 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Giles, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Lee, Ma- 
con, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Page, Parker, Seney, W. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, V^enable, White, William- 
son, Willis. — 29. 

Thus the bill was finally passed by the two houses ; and having ja. p. 5G3, 
been transmitted, in the usual manner, to the President of the 
Bill return- United States, for his approval and signature, it was returned to 
pLsiden^^ the House of Representatives, in which it originated, on the fifth 
of April, accompanied by the objections conlamed in the follow- 
ing message, which was ordered to be entered at large on the 
Journal: — 

« United Stales, Aprils, 1792. 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : — 

Objections. << I have maturely considered the act passed by the two houses, 
entitled, * An act for an apportionment of representatives among 
the several states, according to the first enumeration,’ and I re- 
turn it to your house, wherein it originated, with the following 
objections: — 

First, The Constitution has prescribed that representatives 
shall be apportioned among the several states, according to their 
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respective numbers; and there is no one proportion or division, 
which, applied to the respective numbers of the states, will 
yield the number and allotment of representatives proposed by 
the bill. 

Secondly- The Constitution has also provided, that the number 
of representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand; 
which restriction is, by the context, and by fair and obvious con- 
struction, to be applied to the separate and respective numbers 
of the states: and the bill has allotted to eight of the states more 
than one for every thirty thousand. 

G. Washington.” 

It was then resolved, that to-morrow be assigned for the H. journal, 
reconsideration of the said bill, in the mode prescribed by the P 
Constitution of the United States.’^ * 

In pursuance of this resolution, the house, on the 6th of 
April, proceeded to reconsider the bill. The bill was then read, 
and Uie President’s objections having also been read, the matter 
was debated, and the question, That the house, on reconsider- 
ation, do agree to pass this bill,” was, in the mode prescribed 
by the Constitution, put and decided in the negative, two-thirds 
of the house not agreeing to pass the same, by the following 
vole: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, 
Filzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Jacobs, 

Kitchcll, Kittcra, LawTance, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoon- 
makcr, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — 28. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Brown, Findley, 

Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heistcr, IlilJhouse, Huger, Key, 

Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, 

Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 33. 

On the following day, a committee was appointed by the la. p. 367. 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Lavvrance, Se- 
ney, and Smith, of New Hampshire, to prepare and bring in a 
bill or bills apportioning representatives among the several states, 
according to the first enumeration, at the ratio of one represent- 
ative for every thirty thousand persons in the respective states.” 

Mr. Lawrance, on the 7th, reported from this committee, a 
bill apportioning representatives among the several states, accord- 
ing to the first enumeration, at the ratio of one representative 
for every thousand persons in the respective states;” 
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which was read a first and second time, and committed for the H. Journal, 
following Monday. On that day the bill was considered in com- P’ 
mittee, and reported to the house with the following amend- 
ment: — 

Line fifth, fill up the blank with the words ^ thirty -three,' Id. p. 570, 

The question on agreeing to this amendment, was passed in 
the affirmative by the following vote: — 


Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourn, 

B. Bourn, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Ilillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. 

Smith, 1. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, 

Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — 34. 

Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Grif- 
fin, Grove, Key, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Ve- 
nable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 30. 

nillpiLsscd. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and on the next id.p.57l. 

day, it was read a third time and passed. Being sent to the Se- s. .loumal, 
Bill passed natc, it received its three readings, and was passed by that branch 
l.yScnatc. of April. And on the IGth, the approval and sig- ii. journal, 

Approved nature of the bill by the President were communicated to the 
dimi Representatives, by Mr. Lear, the President’s secre- 


tary. 


South Ca- It must have been perceived that in the official statement given 1791. 
lolina re- enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, there 

were no returns from the state of South Carolina. On the 1st of 
November, 1791, the following message on th« subject was com- 
municated to the two houses of Congress: — 


“ United StaieSf November Is/, 1791. 


Message of 
President. 


“ Gentlancn of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives: 

« 1 received, yesterday, from the judge of the district of South S. 

Carolina, a letter enclosing the presentments of the grand jury P* 

[o him, and stating the causes which have prevented the return 

[)f the census from that district; copies of which are now laid 

before you. ,, 

« G. Washington. ” 


Committee The house then appointed Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, « 
to bring in Boudinot, and Venable, to be a committee to prepare and bring ' ’ 
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su Congress, jn a bill or bills granting further time for making return of the H. Journal, 

enumeration of the inhabitants in the district of South Carolina. 

The bill was reported on the same day, and received two read- 
ings. On the 2d, it was amended and ordered to be engrossed; Id. p. 447. 
BinpfUMed and on the 3d, it passed the house. The bill, which extended 
by House. time allowed to the marshal for making the returns, until 
Passed by the first day of March next, passed through the Senate on the S. Journal, 
Senate. 2^1 a^d 4th of November, with some amendments, which re- ^ 

ceived the acquiescence of the house. p. 449 . 

On the 3d of March, 1792, the President of the United States 
transmitted a message to the two houses in the following 
words : — 

Gcnllemen of the SenalCy and of the House of Eepresent- 
aiivts : — 

“ I lay before you a copy of the return of the number of in- id. p. 526. 
habitants in the district of South Carolina, as made to me by s. Journal, 
the marshal thereof, and a copy of a letter which accompanied P* 
said return. 

G. Washington. 

“ United Slates, March 3, 1792.” 


The schedule referred to in the message is as follows: — 


DISTRICT. 

Free white males of' 
sixteen years and up- 
wards, including beads 
of families 

Free white males un- 
der sixteen jeara. 

Free white females in- 
cluding heads of fami- 
lies 

All other free persons 

Slaves. 

Total 

South Carolina 

37), .W> 

37,722 

(>6,880 

1,801 

107,094 

249,07:) 


iBiconi^resB. By the third section of the first article of the Constitution, it is 1789. 

provided, that “ immediately after they [the Senate] shall be as- constitu- 
Classifica- scmbled, in consequence of the first election, they shall be divided ^ ' 

natore^ ^ equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the senators bde^^istT 
of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second 
year; of the second class, at the expiration of the fourth year; 
and of the third class, at the expiration of the sixth year : so that 
one-third may be chosen every second year,” &-c. 

Committee In obedience to this provision of the Constitution, the Senate, S. Journal, 
appomted. on the 11th of May, 1789, appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, Carroll, P-24—26. 
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and Few, to be a committee “ to consider and report a mbde of 
carrying into execution the second paragraph (which has been 
just quoted,) of the third section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution.” On the 13th, this committee made their report; and, 
on the 14th, the Senate adopted the following resolution:— 

‘‘ That the senators be divided into three classes 

“ The first to consist of Mr. Langdon, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Mor- 
ris, Mr. Henry, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Gunn. 

^‘The second, of Mr. Wingate, Mr. Strong, Mr. Paterson, Mr. 

Bassett, Mr. Lee, Mr. Butler, and Mr. Few. 

“ The third, of Mr. Dalton, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Elmer, Mr. 

Maclay, Mr. Read, Mr. Carroll, and Mr. Grayson. 

“That three papers of an equal size, numbered 1, 2, and 3, be, 
by the Secretary, rolled up and put into a box, and drawn by 
Mr. Langdon, Mr. Wingate, and Mr. Dalton, in behalf of the re- 
spective classes in which each of them arc placed ; and that the 
classes shall vacate their seats in the Senate according to the 
order of numbers drawn for them, beginning with number one: 

“ And that, when senators shall take their seats from states that 
have not yet appointed senators, they shall be placed, by lot, in 
the foregoing classes, but in such manner as shall keep the classes 
as nearly equal as may be in numbers.” 

On the 15th, the Senate proceeded to determine the classes, 
and the numbers being drawn, the classes were determined as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Lot No. 1, drawn by Mr. Dalton, contained Mr. Dalton, Mr. 
Ellsworth, Mr. Elmer, Mr. Maclay, Mr. Read, Mr. Carroll, and 
Mr. Grayson; whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Se- 
nate, at the expiration of the second year. 

“ Lot No. 2, drawn by Mr. Wingate, contained Mr. Wingate, 

Mr. Strong, Mr. Paterson, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Lee, Mr. Butler, and 
Mr. Few; whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Se- 
nate, at the expiration of the fourth year. 

“ Lot No. 3, drawn by Mr. Langdon, contained Mr. Langdon, 

Mr. Johnson, Mr. Morris, Mr. Henry, Mr. Izard, and Mr. Gunn; 
whose seats shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the 
expiration of the sixth year.” 

On the 28th of July, the senators from the state of New York s. Journal, 
proceeded to draw lots for their classes : “ and two lots, No. 3 and 
a blank, being, by the secretary, rolled up iind put into the box, 

Mr. Schuyler drew blank ; and Mr. King having drawn No. 3, 
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ist^ngreM. his Seat shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the ex- 

piration of the sixth year. The secretary proceeded to put two 

other lots into the box, marked Nos. 1 and 2 ; and Mr. Schuyler 
having drawn lot No. 1, his seat shall, accordingly, be vacated in 
the Senate, at the expiration of the second year.” 


igtcongrean. The senatofs from North Carolina having taken their seats, 1790 . 

2(i SesBion. _ ° ^ . — - 

proceeded, on the 29th of January, 1790, to draw lots for their 
North Ca- classes: “and two lots, Nos. 2 and 3, being, by the secretary, s. .Toumul, 
mtora rolled up and put into the box, Mr. Johnston drew lot No. 2; whose P' 
seat in the Senate shall, accordingly, be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the fourth year ; and Mr. Hawkins drew^ lot No. 3, w hose 
seat in the Senate shall, accordingly, be vacated at the expiration 
of the sixth year.” 

niimlc On the 25th of June, the senators from the state of Rhode id. p. 166. 

Island se- .jfjd Providence l^lantations proceeded to draw lots for 

iiators. , . , ^ 

their classes: “and three lots. Nos. 1, 2, and 3, being, by the se- 
cretary, deposited in the box, in the usual form, Mr. Stanton drew 
lot No. 2 ; whose scat shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, 
at the expiration of the fourth year ; and Mr. Foster drew lot No. 

1; w’hosc scat shall, accordingly, be vacated in the Senate, at the 
cxpiiation of the second year.” 


2 d congrestt. On tlic 7th of Novcmbcr, 1791, the classification of the senators 1791. 

L fpQjp Vermont took place, in conformity to the above resolution. 

Vermont No. 3 and a blank were, by the secretary, put into the box; s. Journal, 
senators, vvhen Mr. Robinson drew the blank, and Mr. Bradley drew No. 3. 

Mr. Bradley is, accordingly, of the class whose seats will be vacated 
in the Senate, at the expiration of four years from March, 1791. 

The Nos. 1 and 2 were then put into the box, when Mr. Robin- 
son drew No. 1; who is, accordingly, of the class whose seats will 
be vacated in the Senate, at the expiration of six years from 
March, 1791.” 


aicongreiw. On the 9th of Novcmbcr, 1792, being the second session of the 1702. 

- ‘ - second G)ngress, “ the Senate proceeded to class the senators from 
Kentucky the State of Kentucky, as tlte Constitution requires; when numbers s. journal, 
s(naioi«s. tlirec, being, by tlie secretary, rolled up and put into the P- 

ballot box, Mr. Browm drew number two, and is, accordingly, of 
the class whose seats will be vacated in the S<.matc at the expi- 
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ration of two years from March, 1791. Mr. Edwards drew num- 
ber three ; and is, accordingly, of the class whose seats in Senate 
will be vacated at the expiration of four years from March, 1791.” 


CLASSES OF SENATORS HURING TUE 

FIRST CONGRESS. 

CLASSES OF SENATORS ON THE FOURTH 

DAT OF MARCH, 1793. 

Two years’ 
class. 

Four years’ 
class. 

Six years’ 
class. 

Sen a 1 01 s 
whose term of 
otlice IS limited 
to two years. 

Senators 
whose lerm of 
otlice IS limited 
to four years. 

Senators who 
have apiirared 
and produced 
credentials of 
appointment, 
eoimnencin^ 
this day. 

CaiToll, 

Dalton, 

Kllsworlli, 

Elmer, 

Eo.ster, 

Maclay, 

Monroe, 

Read, 

and 

Schuyler. 

lia.s.sctt, 

Butler, 

Diekinson, 

Few, 

Johnston, 

I.ec, 

Stanton, 

Strong, 

and 

Wingate. 

Cunn, 

Hawkins, 

Henry, 

J ohnson, 
l/.ard. 

King, 

I .angdon, 
iukI 

Morris. 

Bradley, 

Edwards, 

(lunn, 

Hawkin.s, 

Henry, 

Izard, 

King, 

Langdon, 

Morris, 

and 

Sherman. 

Bnrr, 

Cabot, 

Ellsworth, 

Fo.ster, 

Monroe, 

Potts, 

Read, 

Robinson, 

and 

Rutherford. 

Brown, 

Livermore, 

and 

7 'ay lor. 


The House of Representatives, on the 30tb of April, 1700, 1700. 

adopted a resolution appointing Messrs. Benson, Clymer, Hun- 
tington, Moore, and Carrol), to be a committee of the House, to n. Journal, 
join such committee as should he appointed by the Senate, “ to 1^' 
consider and report their opinion on the question, when, according 
to the Constitution, the terms for which tlie IVesident, Vice-Pre- 
sident, Senators, and Representatives have been respectively 
chosen, shall he deemed to have commenced ; and also, to consider 
of, and report their opinion on, such other matters as they shall 
conceive have relation to this question.” And, on the 3d of May, s. Journal, 
the Senate concurred in lliis resolution, and appointed Messrs. Ells- 
worth, King, and Morris, to he a committee on the part of the n. Journal, 
Senate. On the 12th, this committee reported to the House; on 
the 13th, the report was made to the Senate; and, on the 14th, the s. .Tournal, 
Senate proceeded to consider the report, which is as follows: — 1 ). 140,141. 

The committee of Senate, to join with a committee appointed 
by the House of Representatives, to consider and report their 
opinion on the question, when, according to the Constitution, the 
terms for which the President, Vice-President, Senators, and Re- 
presentatives, have been respectively chosen, shall be deemed to 
have commenced; and also, to consider of, and report their opi- 
nion on, such other matters as they should conceive to have rela- 
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1790. 


^t£ongress. tion to this question, report, as the opinion of the said joint com- 
— mittee — 

Report of 

^)int com- u That the terms for which the President, Vice-President, Se- 
nators, and Representatives of the United States, were respect- 
ively chosen, did, according to the Constitution, commence on 
the 4th day of March, 1789; and so the senators of the first class, 
and the representatives, will not, according to the Constitution, 
be entitled, by virtue of the same election by which they hold 
seats in the present Congress, to seats in the next Congress, which 
will be assembled after the 3d day of March, 1791 ; and further, 
that whenever a vacancy shall happen in the Senate or House 
of Representatives, and an election to fill such vacancy, the per- 
son elected will not, according to the Constitution, be entitled, by 
virtue of such election, to hold a seat beyond the time for which 
the senator or representative, in whose stead such person shall 
have been elected, would, if the vacancy had not happened, have 
been entitled to hold a scat. 

“ That it wall be advisable for the Congress to pass a law, or 
laws, for determining, agreeably to the provision in the first sec- 
tion of the second article of the Constitution, the time w^hen the 
electors shall, in the year which will terminate on the 3d day of 
March, 1793, and so in every fourth year thereafter, be chosen, 
and the day on which they shall give their voles, for declaring 
what officer shall, in case of vacancy, both in the office of Pre- 
sident and Vice-President, act as President; for assigning a pub- 
lic office where the lists, mentioned in the second paragraph of 
the first section of the second article of the Constitution, shall, 
in case of vacancy in the office of president of the Senate, or 
his absence from the scat of government, be, in the mean time, 
deposited; and for directing the mode in which such lists shall be 
transmitted.” 


Report The Senate agreed to this report; which, on the 17th, was h. Journal, 
committed committed by the House of Representatives to a committee ofP* ^^^* 

iu liousc. * 

the whole house for to-morrow. On the 18th, the report was 

Agiccd to. agreed to, and Messrs. Benson, Clymer, Huntington, Moore, and 

Carroll, were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a 

bill, pursuant to the last paragraph of the said report. On the id. p. 218, 

Transmit- 9th of August, the house ordered that the speaker do transmit 

cxecutivcl^ to the executive authority of each state, an authentic copy of 

this resolution. The committee appointed by the house appear la. p. 296. 

to have made no report on the subject referred to them. 
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1st Congress. At thc Commencement of the third session of the first Con- 

Ikl Session. 

gress, on the 10th of December, the House adopted the following 

order : — 

House ap- ^‘Ordered — That a committee be appointed to prepare and II. Journal, 

anumiuer ^ determining, agreeably to the provi- 

sion in the first section of thc second article of the Constitution, 
the time when the electors shall, in the year w'hich will termi- 
nate on the third of March, 1793, and so, in every fourth year 
thereafter, be chosen, and the day on which they shall give their 
votes for declaring what officer shall, in case of vacancy both in 
the office of President and Vice-President, act as President ; for 
assigning a public office, where thc lists mentioned in the second 
paragraph of the first section of thc second article of the Con- 
stitution, shall, in case of vacancy in thc office of thc president 
of the Senate, or his absence from the scat of government, be, 
in the mean time, deposited ; and for directing thc mode in which 
such lists shall be transmitted; and that Mr. Jlenson, Mr. Hun- 
tington, Mr. Ileistcr, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Paitridge, be of thc 
said committee.” 

On the 20th of December, Mr. Benson, from this committee, 
presented thc three following bills, which were severally read 
thc first time. 

Rills rc- A bill declaring thc officer, \vho, in case of vacancies, botfi 

1)01 ted. offices of President and Vice-President of the United 

States, shall act as President : 

“ A bill declaring the respective times when tlie electors to 
vote for a President of the United States, shall be appointed or 
chosen, and shall give their votes; — also, 

“ A bill directing the mode in which thc lists of the votes for 
a President shall be transmitted to the scat pf the government 
of the United States.” 

Read All these bills received their second reading on the following id. p. 339,. 

committelf were committed to a committee of the whole house for 

the following Monday. The bills w^crc taken up in committee id. p. 35i 
of the whole, on the 10th of January, and occupied the commit- 
tee on the 13th and 14th; when the committee reported several 
amendments to the bill declaring the respective times, when the 
electors to vote for a President of the United States shall be ap- 
pointed or chosen, and shall give their votes. The amendments 
were agreed to. This bill and amendments were not ffirthci 
acted upon. 
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Sooir after the assembling of the second Congress, this subject 
was taken up by the Senate. On the 1 st of November, 1791, 
it was — 

“ Ordered — That Messrs. Rutherford, Sherman, and Burr, be s. Journal, 
a committee to report a bill determining the time of choosing P* 
the electors of President and Vice-President, and the day on 
which they shall give their votes, and prescribing the mode of 
transmitting the votes to the seat of government.” 

In obedience to this order, a bill was reported, and received id. p. 340 , 
its first reading on the 15th of November. The question of the 
second reading of the bill occupied^he Senate on the 17th and 
18th, and sundry amendments were made. It was then recom- id. p. 342 . 
milted, and Messrs. King and Butler were added to the commit- 
tee. On the 22d, the bill was again reported with amendments, 
and on the 29d, was again recommitted, with instructions to report 
a clause, making provision for the administration of government, 
in case of vacancies, in the otliccs of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent. The bill was again reported on the 28th, with amend- jd. p. 343 . 
ments, and ordered to be printed. These amendments were 
agreed to on the 20th, and the bill was ordered to its third read- jd. p. 345 . 
ing, and was passed on the following day. PI p ^47 

In the House of Representatives, the bill was read a first lime n. journal, 
on the 1 st of December, and received its second reading, and i>. 466, 467. 
was committed on the following day. On the 22 d, the bill was 4 ,^ 5 * 
considered in committee; and, on the 2 d of January, it was 
again taken uj) for consideration, and, after some time spent in 
committee, two amendments were reported, one of which was 
agreed to, and the other rejected, by the house. It was then 
moved to amend the bill, by striking out, in the ninth section, 
the words, “ the president of the Senate, jiro tempore; and, in 
case there shall be no president of the Senate, then the speaker 
of the House of Representatives for the time being.’’ A deci- 
sion of the (jiieslion being demanded, the question was first 
taken, on striking out the wwds, ‘‘ the president of the Senate 
pro temporc:^^ and this question was decided in the negative, 
by the following vote: — 

%^yes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Filzsimons, 

Giles, Griffin, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Seney, Sterrclt, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Venable, 

Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 24. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, 
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Heister, Key, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schoonma- 
ker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tredwell, 
Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward. — 27. 

The question was then put, on striking out the words, and 
in case there shall be no president of the Senate, then the speak- 
er of the House of Representatives for the time being;’^ and 
this motion was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: — 

— Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

Gerry, Giles, Griffin, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Muhlen- 
berg, Page, Parker, Seney, Sterrett, Slurges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
Tredwell, Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 26. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Heister, Key, 
Kitchell, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schoonmaker, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wadsworth, 

Ward. — 25. 


The bill was then further amended, and laid on the table. 1792. 
On the ()lh of .lanuary, the bill and amendments were recom- H..lournal, 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on Tuesday next. P* 

The bill was not again taken up for consideration until the 9th id. p. 489. 
of February, 1792; and, on the 10th, several amendments were 
reported to the house, as follows: — 

Strike out the ninth section, in the words following: — Id. p. 505, 
And he it further enacted — That, in case of removal, death, 
resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, the president of the Senate pro tern- 
po7'e; and in case there shall be no president of the Senate, then 
the speaker of the House of Representatives for the time being, 
shall act as President of the United States, until the disability 
be removed, or a President shall be elected.’’ 

In lieu of the said ninth section. Insert, 

And be it further enacted — That, in case of removal, death, 
resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, the secretary of state, for the time be- 
ing, shall act as President of the United States, until the disa- 
bility be removed, or a President shall be elected.” 

The question was then pul, on tho motion to strike out the 
ninth section, as it now stands, and was decided in the affirma- 
tive, by the following vote:— 

VoL. I.— 29 
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Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Fitzsimons, Giles^ 

Gilman, Gregg, Grove, Jacobs, Key, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Jere. Smith, 

Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Venable, 

Vining, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 32. 

J^oes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Goodhue, Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Kilchcll, Kitlera, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Schoonmaker, 

Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wadsworth. — 22. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the substitute H. Journal, 
proposed for the ninth section, and decided in the affirmative. 

On the 13th, the hill and amendments were recommitted to a Id. p. 508. 
committee of the whole house, and on the following day they 
were again considered in committee, and the committee again 
reported the bill with an amendment in the words following: — 

“ To the end of the first section, add — 

< 'Which electors shall be equal to the number of senators and 
representatives to which the several states may, by law, be en- 
titled, at the time when the President and Vice-President, thus 
to be chosen, should come into office: Provided always — That 
where no apportionment of representatives shall have been made 
after any enumeration, at the time of choosing electors, then the 
number of electors shall be according to the existing apportion- 
ment of senators and representatives.’ ” 

A decision of the question on this amendment being required; 
namely, That the house do agree to the first part of the said 
amendment, in the words following: — ^‘To the end of the first 
section,’ add — 

‘ Which electors shall be equal to the number of senators and 
representatives to which the several states may by law be en- 
titled, at the time when the President and Vice-President, thus 
to be chosen, should come into office.’ ” 

This part of the motion was decided in the affirmative, by the 
following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Bllldwin, Brown, Findley, Gerry, Gil- 
man, Gregg, Griffin, GrovCi Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Mer- 
cer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, 

I. Smith, Sterrett, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, W. 

Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Vining, Wadsworth. — 21. 
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The remaining part of the amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill and amendments were ordered to a third reading; 
and on the 15th of February, the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

The amendments were taken up and considered in the Senate, 
on the 16th, 17th, and 20th, when they were all agreed to ex- 
cept the one which had stricken out the ninth section, and in- 
serted a substitute, and to this the Senate disagreed. 

On the 21st, a motion was made in the House of Representa- 
tives to recede from the amendment to which the Senate had dis- 
agreed, which was decided in the aflirinative by the following 
vote: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Good- 
hue, Hartle}^, Hillhousc, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitcliell, Kitlera, 
Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Schoon maker, 
Sedgwick, I. Smith, W. Smith, Silvester, Tucker, Wads- 
worth. — 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, Brown, Gilman, Griflin, Grove, 
Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Seney, 
Jere. Smith, Sterrett, Slurges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trcdvvell, 
Venable, Vining, Wayne, While, Williamson, Willis. — 24. 


The style or title by which the President of the United Stales 
should be addressed, constituted a subject of considerable diffi- 
culty to the first Congress. On the 23d of April, 1789, the Se- 
nate adopted a resolution, the first part of which is in these 
words: — 

‘‘ Resolved — That a committee, consisting of three members, 
be appointed to consider and report, what style or titles it will 
be proper to annex to the offices of President and V^ice-Presi 
dent of the United States; if any other than those given in the 
Constitution.’’ 

Messrs. Lee, Izard, and Dalton, were appointed of this com- 
mittee. The House of Representatives, acquiescing in the ob- 
ject of this resolution, on the 24th appointed Messrs. Benson, 
Ames, Madison, Carroll, and Sherman, to be a committee on their 
part 

In the Senate, on the 24th, a motion was made to reconsider 
the commission of this committee;, which was agreed to, and a 
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motion to strike out the words, ** what titles it will be proper to 
annex to the offices of President and of Vice-President of the 
United States, if any other than those given in the Constitution,” 
was negatived. A motion, “ that the words ‘ style or,’ before the 
word ‘ title,’ be added,” pa.ssed in the affirmative.* 

On the 5th of May, the committee of the House of Representa- H. Journal, 
lives reported, “ That it is not proper to annex any style or title 
to the respective styles or titles of office expressed in the Consti- 
tution and this report was agreed to by the House. The com- 
mittee of the Senate made a report on the 7th, which was consi- S, Journal, 
dered on the following day, and disagreed to. The question was 
then taken, “ Whether the President of the United States shall 
be addressed by the title of “ Jiis Excellency and decided in the 
negative. Messrs. Lee, Ellsworth, and .lohnson, were then ap- id. p. 24. 
pointed a committee ** to consider and report under what title it 
will be proper for the Senate to address the President of the 
United States.’’ This committee reported on the 9th, and the 
report was ordered to lie for consideration. The Senate then 
adopted the following order: — 

“ Ordered — That Mr. Lee, Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Johnson, be 
a committee, to confer with any committee to be appointed by the 
House of Representatives, on the difference of opinion now sub- 
sisting between the two houses, respecting the title of the Presi- 
dent of the United States:” 

And, on motion for reconsideration, the instruction to the com- 
mittee w<as agreed to, as follows:^ 

“ That they consider and report under what title it will be 
proper for the President of the United States, in future, to be ad- 
dressed, and confer thereon with such committee as the House of 
Representatives may appoint for that purpose.” 

The committee appointed on the 8th, was subsequently ordered ibij. 
to confer with the committee of the house, in obedience to the 
last order; and the report which that committee made, on the 
0th, was postponed. 

When the order of the Senate had been communicated to the h. Jourual, 
House of Representatives, a motion was made, on the 11th of P- ^2. 
May, that the House agree to the following resolution 


* The words of the resolution are given verbatim from tlie Journals of both 
houses, 80 that it will be seen that the phraseology “stj le or titles,” occurs in 
the original proposition. The motion, on the 24th, seems to have been an er- 
|wr. Tlie looseness with which the Journals were kept, is apparent 
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‘‘ Resolved — That this House having, on Tuesday last, adopted 
the report of their committee appointed to confer with the com- 
mittee of the Senate, stating “ that it is not proper to annex any 
style or title to the respective styles or titles of office expressed 
in the Constitution,” and having in their address to the President 
of the United States, on Friday last, proceeded to act pursuant 
thereto, deem it improper to accede to the proposition made by 
the Senate, as communicated by their order of the ninth instant, 
for appointing a committee to confer with a committee of this 
House in considering and reporting under what title it will be 
proper for tlie President of the United States, in future, to be 
addressed.” 

The previous question having been demanded, the house de- 
termined that the main question should not be now put. So the 
motion was lost. 

The House then acquiesced in the order of the Senate, and 
appointed Messrs. Madison, Trumbull, Page, Benson, and Sher- 
man, to be a committee on their part. 

On the 14th, the committee on the part of the Senate, reported s. Journal, 
“ that they had conferred wdth a committee of the House of Re- 
presentatives, but could not agree upon a report.” The commit- 
tee appointed on the 9th, to consider and report under what ti- 
tle it will be proper for the Senate to address the President of the 
United States, reported that, in the opinion of the committee, it 
will be proper thus to address the President: His the Pre^ 

sident of the United Slates of America, and Protector of their Liberties'^ 

This report was postponed, and the following resolution was 
agreed to : — 

“ From a decent respect for the opinion and practice of civil- 
ized nations, wffiether under monarchical or republican forms 
of government, whose custom is to annex titles of respectabili- 
ty to the office of their chief magistrate ; and that, on intercourse 
with foreign nations, a due respect for the majesty of the peo- 
ple of the United States, may not be hazarded by an appear- 
ance of singularity, the Senate have been induced to be of opi- 
nion, that it would be proper to annex a respectable title to the 
office of President of the United States ; but the Senate, desirous 
of preserving harmony with the House of Representatives, where 
the practice lately observed in presenting an address to the Pre- 
sident, was without the addition of titles, think it proper, for the 
present, to act in conformity with the practice of that house: — 

“ Therefore, Resolved — That the present address be, ‘ 7o the 
President of the United States f without addition of title.” 
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A motion was made to strike out the preamble, as far as the 
words “ But the Senate,” which was decided in the negative, 
and, on motion for the main question, it passed in the affirmative. 

The first section of the second article of the Constitution pre- 
scribes that the President shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services a compensation, Slc. 

For the purpose of carrying this provision into effect, a motion 
wa.s made in the House of Representatives, on the 1st of May, 
1781), that the house do come to the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That per annum be the compensation to be 

allowed to the President of the United States, during the time 
for which he is elected.” 

Th is resolution was committed to a committee of the whole 
house on the state of the Union ; and on the 25th of May, this 
committee was discharged from further proceeding on the motion, 
and a committee was appointed, under other provisions of the 
Constitution, to take into consideration the subject of compensa- 
tions to be made for the services of the President, Vice-President, 
the mcmliers of the Senate, and House of Representatives. This 
committee consisted of Messrs. Baldwin, Vining, Livermore, Ma- 
dison, Benson, Burke, Fitzsimons, Boudinot, Wadsworth, Gerry, 
Cadwalader, and Smith, of Maryland. From this committee, a 
report was made on the 1st of June, and on the 13th of July, it 
was taken up for consideration. On the Kith, the report, amend- 
ed so as to read in the following manner, was agreed to : — 

“ That there be allowed to the President of the United States, 
as compensation for his services, the sum of twenty-five thouSand 
dollars per annum^ to he paid in equal quarterly payments at the 
treasury. 

That there be paid, in like quarterly payments, to the Vice- 
President of the United States, live thousand dollars per annum. 
That the daily pay of the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, for their attendance at the time ap- 
pointed for the ineeling of their respective houses, and for the 
time they shall be going to, and returning therefrom, allowing 
the travel of twenty miles for each day, be six dollars, and of 
the speaker of the House of Representatives, twelve dollars.” 

Messrs. Burke, Stone, and Moore, were appointed a committee 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to these resolu- 
tions, ‘‘ with instruction to insert a clause, or clauses, making 
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provision for a reasonable compensation to the secretary of the 
Senate, and clerk of the House of Representatives, respectively, 
for their services.” 

On the 22d of July, Mr. Burke, from this committee, presented 
a bill for allowing a compensation to the President and Vice-Pre- 
sident of the United States, which was read a first time. And 
the committee was then further instructed to insert, in the bill 
making compensation to the members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, a clause, or clauses, making compensation to 
the sergeant-at-arms, messengers, and door-keepers, of the two 
houses, for their service. 

The bill was read a second time on the 23d; and, on the 24th, 
it received its third reading, was recommitted to a committee of 
the whole house, reported with several amendments, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. On the 3d of August the amendments 
were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
it was passed on the following day. 

The bill received its first and second reading, in the Senate, 
on the 5tli and 6th of August, and was referred to a committee, 
composed of Messrs. Morris, Read, I^Imer, Schuyler, Langdon, 
Carroll, Ellsworth, Strong, Few, Izard, and Lee. The bill was 
reported on the 7lh, with an amendment; to wit: — To expunge, 
in the provision for the Vice-President, ‘‘ five thousand dollars,” 
and insert ^^six thousand dollars.” 

An unsuccessful motion was made to reduce the provision for 
the President of the United States, from twenty-five thousand 
to twenty thousand dollars; and also another, to increase the 
provision for the Vice-President, from five thousand to eight 
thousand dollars. After the failure of these motions, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed. The bill was not again 
taken up until the 7lh of September, w^hen, after being so amend- 
ed as to increase the compensation of the Vice-President to six 
thousand dollars, it was read a second lime and passed. The 
House, on the following day, disagreed to this amendment; and, 
on the same day, the Senate insisted on their amendment, re- 
quested a conference, and appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and 
Morris, to be managers on the part of the Senate. On the 9th, 
the House agreed to a conference, and appointed Messrs. Bald- 
win, Livermore, and Goodhue, to be managers on their part. 
Mr. Baldwin made a report to the House, from this committee, 
on the 17tb, when the House determined to adhere to their dis- 
agreement to the amendment of the Senate. And, on the 21st, 
the Senate receded from their amendment. 
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On the 4th of August, the bill for allowing compensation to H. Journal, 
the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the P* 

United States, and to the officers of both houses, was presented 

from the same committee which had reported the bill concerning 

the President and Vice-President, and was read a first time. On 

the next day, it received its second reading, and was committed 

to a committee of the whole house for to-day. The bill was Id. p. 72. 

then taken up in committee, and some progress was made therein. 

On the 61h, the committee reported several amendments, some 
of which were agreed to, and others rejected; and the bill was 
then ordered to a third reading. On the 7th, the bill was read the id. p. 73. 
third time, and recommitted to a committee of the whole house. 

It was then considered in committee, reported with several 
amendments, wliich were agreed to; and the bill, with its amend- 
ments, was ordered to be again engrossed, and read the third 
timd on the following Monday. On the day specified, the bill id. p. 74. 
was read the third time; and the question on its passage was de- id. p. 75 , 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

— Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Scott, Seney, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro- 
lina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wads- 
worth. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Floyd, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Leonard, Livermore, Par- 
tridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Silvester, Thatcher. — 16. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it received its s. Journal, 
first and second readings on the lllh and 12th of August. On 59. 
the 25th, the bill was committed to Messrs. King, Morris, Car- 
roll, Izard, and Lee. On the 27th, Mr. King reported amend- Id. p. 64. 
ments; and, on the 28th, the Senate proceeded to their conside- id. p. 65. 
ration, as follows: — 

Strike out the enacting clause of the bill; to wit: 

Be it enacted^ by the Senate and House of Representa- uu p. 55, 
tives of the United States of Hmericay in Congress assem- 
hied — That, at every session of the Congress of the United 
States, or whenever the Senate shall assemble for the purpose of 
exercising any of the powers and duties in them vested by the 
Constitution, every member of each branch shall be entitled to 
receive at the rate of six dollars, and the speaker of the House 
of Representatives twelve dollars, for every day he shall attend; 
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and shall, also, be allowed, at the commencement of every ses- 
sion, six dollars for every twenty-five miles of the estimated dis- 
tance, by the most usual route by land, fixnn his place of resi- 
dence to the seat of Congress, and the same allowance at the end 
of every session. And in every case in which the Senate may 
be convened in the recess of Congress, each member thereof at- 
tending shall be entitled to the same allowance: — Provided^ 
That no senator shall be entitled to more than one such allow- 
ance for any one session of the Senate; nor more than at the rate 
of six dollars per day from the end of any one session to the 
commencement of a succeeding session: and in case any member 
shall, on his journey to or from the session of that branch of 
which he is a member, be detained by sickness, or be unable to 
attend after his arrival, he shall be entitled to the like daily com- 
pensation.’’ 

And substitute the following : — 

Be it enacted y hy the Seiuite and House of Rcprese?iiatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled — That, at every 
session of Congress, and af every meeting of the Senate, in the rd- 
cess of Congress, prior to the 4th day of March, in the year 1705, 
each senator shall be entitled to receive six dollars for every day 
he shall attend the Senate ; and sliall, also, be allowed, at the 
commencement and end of every such session and meeting, six 
dollars for every twenty miles of the estimated distance, by llic 
most usual road, from his place of residence to the seat of Con- 
gress; and in case any member of the Senate shall be detained, 
by sickness, on his journey to or from any sucJi session or meet- 
ing, or, after his arrival, shall he unable (o attend the Senate, he 
shall be entitled to the same daily allowance : Provided, always — 
That no senator shall be allowed, for travelling expenses, a sum 
exceeding the rate of six dollars a day, from the end of one such 
session or meeting, to the commencement of another. 

And be it further enacted — That, at every session of Congress, 
and at every meeting of the Senate, in the recess of Congress, af- 
ter the aforesaid 4th day of March, in the year 1795, each sena- 
tor shall be entitled to receive eight dollars for every day he shall 
attend the Senate; and shall, also, be allowed, at the commence- 
ment and end of every such session and meeting, eight dollars for 
every twenty miles of the estimated distance, by the most usual 
road, from his place of residence to the seat of Congress ; and in 
case any member of the Senate shall be detained by sickness, on 
his journey to or from any such session or meeting, or, after his 
VoL L — 30 
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to the same allow'ancc of eight dollars a day : Provided, aheays — 
Reported That no senator shall be allowed, for travelling expenses, a sum 
ments. exceeding the rate of eight dollars a day, from the end of one 
such session or meeting, to the commencement of another. 

** And be it further enacted — ^That, at every session of Congress^ 
each representative shall be entitled to receive six dollars for 
every day he sliall attend the House of Representatives, and 
shall, also, ]>c allowed, at the commencement and end of every 
session, six dollars for every twenty miles of the estimated dis- 
tance, by the most usual road, from his place of residence to the 
seat of Congress ; and in case any representative shall be detained 
by sickness, on bis journey to or from the session of Congress, or, 
after his arrival, shall be unable to attend the House of Repre- 
sentatives, he sluill be entitled to the daily allowance aforesaid; 
and the speaker of the House of Representatives, to defray the 
incidental expenses of his oilicc, shall be entitled to receive, in 
addition to his compensation as a representative, six dollars for 
every day he shall attend the house.” 

The consideration of the report was then postponed for the 
purpose of taking up the following resolution: — 

Discrinii- “ Resolved — That there ought to be a discrimination between 

tween TC- compensation to be allowed to the senators and to the mem- 

natops and bers of the House of Representatives.” 
representa- 
tives. And the resolution was then passed in the affirmative by the 

following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, 
Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read. — 13. 

JVays — Messrs. Carroll, Eln)cr, Maclay, Paterson, Schuyler, 
Wingate. — G. 

The consideration of the report was then resumed ; and a 
motion was made to strike out “ six dollars,” as the proposed al- 
lowance for representatives, and insert “five dollars.” This mo- 
tion was decided in the negative by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Ellsworth, Elmer, Johnson, Maclay, Schuyler, 
Wingate, — 6, 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Gunn, 
Henry, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Paterson, Read. — 13. 

The clause providing for the corapens<ition of representatives, 
as reported by the committee, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved to allow twenty miles for a day’s travel, 
in the clause providing for the compensation to the senators. 


1789. 
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1 st Congress, “prior to the 4th day of March, 1795;” and this motion was 

1st Session. , , 

- — ■ agreed to. 

Motions to A motion was then made to strike out of the report the words 

amend. « March, in the year 1795,” in the same 

clause of the report ; but this motion was not sustained. 

It was then moved to amend the clause making provision for S. Journal, 
the senators, by striking out six dollars, and inserting five dollars ; 
and this question was decided in the negative by the following 
vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Elmer, Maclay, Schuyler, Wingate. — 4, 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, 

Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read. — 14. 

A motion was then made to amend the second section of the 
report of the committee, in which provision is made for com- 
pensation to the senators, after the year 1795, by striking out 
the words “ eight dollars,” wherever they occur, and inserting 
“ seven dollars.” And this motion was determined in the affirm- 
ative. The report of the committee was then accepted in its 
amended form. 

The Senate then proceeded in the consideration of the bill. 

It was moved to amend the clause, “ that there shall be allowed 
to each chaplain of Congress at the rate of five hundred dollars 
per annum, during the sessions of Congress, by striking out the 
words “ at the rate of five,” and inserting the word “ four and, 
also, by striking out the words “ during the sessions of Congress.” 

This motion was agreed to. 

The clause, to wit; “ To the secretary of the Senate and 
clerk of the House of Representatives, at the rate of 1500 dol- 
lars per annum, each, to commence from their respective appoint- 
ments; and, also, a further allowance of two dollars per day to 
each, during the session of the branch for which he ofticiates,” 
was so amended, as to make the allowance to the secretary of 
the Senate 1600, in lieu of 1500, dollars, consequently, ex- 
punging the word “ each;” and, also, so as to leave out the words 
“and, also, a further allowance of two dollars per day to each 
during the session of the branch for which he officiates.” 

In the following clauses: ‘‘To employ one principal clerk, 
who shall be paid ai the rate of three dollars;” and also, “ and an 
engrossing clerk, who shall be paid at the rate of two dollars per 
day the words, “ ai the rate of'' were, in both instances, strick- 
en out. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading on Monday. 
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On Monday the 31st of August, the Senate proceeded to the 
third reading of the bill. 

It was then moved, that the clause in which six dollars a day 
is allowed to the speaker of the House of Representatives, ‘‘ to 
defray the incidental expenses of his office,” be so amended, as 
to read “ three dollars,” instead of ‘^six dollars,” but the motion 
was not sustained by the house. The proviso in the first clause 
was then so amended as to read thus : “ Provided, always — That 
no senator shall be allowed a sum exceeding the rate of six dollars 
a day, from the end of one such session, or meeting, to the time 
of his taking his scat in another;” and the proviso at the end of 
the second enacting clause, was also modified so as to read, 
“ Provided,, always — That no senator shall be allowed a sum ex- 
ceeding the rale of seven dollars a day, from the end of one such 
.session, or meeting, to the time of his taking his seat in another.” 
The following proviso was also added to the third enacting 
clause in tliis report : “ Provided, always — That no representative 
sliall be allowed a sum exceeding the rale of six dollars a da 3 % 
from the end of one such session, or meeting, to the time of his 
taking his scat in another.” 

A motion was then made, to reconsider the additional compen- 
sation agreed to for the sccrelary of the Senate, and to concur 
with the House of Representatives in the compensation proposed 
in the bill, as it came from that house, for the secretary of the 
Senate, and for the clerk of the IIou.se of Representatives, ex- 
cepting the words “ at the rate of;” and this motion was agreed 
to. An unsuccessful motion was then made to reconsider the 
amendment made by the Senate, in the compensation to chap- 
lains, and to concur in the proposition of the Tfousc of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Motions were then made to reduce the compensation for the ser- 
gcant-at-.'irms, from four to three dollars per day, and for the door- 
keepers of the two liouscs,from three dollars to two dollars per day; 
but they were negatived; as also was a subsequent motion to strike 
out the clauses that relate to door-keepers and assistant door-keep- 
ers. The bill was then concurred in, with the amendments. 

On the 2d of September, the House of Representatives consi- 
dered the amendments of the Senate, and disagreed to the first, 
second, and third amendments, and agreed to all the others. On 
the 3d, some further amendments to the bill were reported to 
the Senate, from the committee originally appointed to examine 
the hill, the consideration of which was j)ostponed; and on the 


1789. 


S. Journal, 
p. 07, 08. 


11. Journal, 
p. 95. 
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Congress. 7th, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House 
Representatives, disagreeing to the first, second, and third 
Senate acl- amendments of the Senate. It was then moved that the Senate 
adhere to their first amendment, and tliis question was deter- 
ment. mined in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Gunn, Hen- 
ry, Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Morris, Read. — 12. 

JVays — Messrs. Carroll, Elmer, Paterson, Schuyler, Wingate. 

— 5. 

Recede The Senate then receded from their second and third amend- 

fi’om 2d 

Hiul 3(1. ments. 

The House of Representatives, on the 8th, proceeded to recon- H..Tonmal, 
sider the first amendment, and adopted a resolution to desire a 

Confer- conference with the Senate, on the subject matter of this amend- 
ment; appointing Messrs. Sherman, Tucker, and Benson, to be 
the managers on tlic part of the house. The Senate, agreeing s. .TournaJ, 
to the proposed conference, appointed Messrs. King, Izard, and 
Morris, to be the managers on their part. Mr. Sherman made a n.Joumal, 
report to the house from tliis committee on the lOtJi, when a mo- 
tion was made to recede from their disagreement to the first 
amendment, and to agree to the same, with an amendment, by 
adding to the end of the bill the following clause : — 

‘‘ Afid be it further e7iacied — That this act shall continue in force 
until the 4th day of March, in the year 17 90, and no longer.” 

The question being taken on this proposition, it W'as determined 
in the negative, by the following vote; — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Cadwaladcr, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hartley, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Vining, 

Wy nkoop. — 24. 

JVoes — Messrs. Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Carroll, Coles, Contce, 

Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jack- 
son, Mathews, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schurc- 
man, Seney, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, — 29. 

Tioimead- The housc then determined to adhere to their disagreement. M. p. 108, 
On the following day, however, the house proceeded to reconsider 
the subject, so far as relates to the adherence of the House to 
their disagreement to the first amendment proposed by the Se- 
nate. Some debate ensued as to the regularity of the motion, 
and the question being pul — “ Is the said motion in order it was 
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decided in the affirmative. The question was then put, “ that 
the house do now proceed to reconsider the proceedings of yester- 
day and was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke^ 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 29. 

JVoes — Messrs. Bland, Coles, Con tee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Silvester, Sinnick- 
son, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White. — 25. 

It was then moved that the House do recede from their disa- 
greement to the first amendment of the Senate, and do agree to 
the same with an amendment; adding to the end of the bill, the 
following clause : — 

And be it further enacted — That this act shall continue in force 
until the 4th day of March, in the year 1796, and no longer.” 

And the question on this motion was decided in the affirmative, H. Journal, 
by the following vote: — P* 

Ayes — Messrs, Ames, Baldwin, Bensoti, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Scott, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 28. 

JVoes — Messrs. Bland, Coles, Contee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grout, Ilathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Page, Par- 
leer, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Seney, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, White. — 26, 

The Senate concurring in this amendment, the bill was passed. S. Journal, 

On the 24th of September, the House of Representatives ap- P' 
pointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Fitzsimons, Smith, of ’ 

Maryland, and Baldwin, to ascertain the amount of the compen- 
sation due to the members of this house, respectively, and of the 
several officers thereof, together with the contingent expenses of 
the session ; and, on the 26th, the Senate appointed Messrs. Win- s. Joiuml* 
gate, Dalton, and Henry, a committee to ascertain the attend- P* 
auce and travelling expenses of the members of the Senate. 
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On the 5th of February, 1793, the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Dayton, and Barnwell, a committee 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for allowing a compensation 
to the President and Vice-President of the United States, to com- 
mence from the 4th day of March next. The bill was presented 
to the house on the 6 th, when it was read a first time. It then id. p. 693. 
received its second reading, and was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. On the following day, the bill was considered Id. p. 694, 
in committee, and several amendments were reported, which 
were agreed to. It was then moved further to amend the bill, by 
adding to the end thereof the following section, namely : — 

“ JlwG? he it further enacted — That this act shall continue in force 
for and during the term of four years, from the 3d day of March 
next, and no longer.” 

This motion was decided in the negative, by the following vote : 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Gordon, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Schoon- 
maker, Silvester, Steele, Sumpter, Tredvvell, Venable, While. 

—27. 

JSfocs — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B- 
Bourne, Day ton,Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, G rcenough, 

Hillhouse, Hindman. Huger, Key, Lawrance, A. Learned, G. 

Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Niles, Page, Sedgwick, Jerc. Smith, 

I. Smith, W. Smith, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, 

Ward, Williamson. — 33. 

The bill and amendments were then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and on the 81h, the bill was read a third 
time. In the Senate the bill went through its different stages, on g. jotimai*„ 
the 8 th, Oth, and 11th, without opposition. p.482,483w 


The 3d article of the Constitution, Section I., directs that ^ 7^9 
the judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one 
Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish. 

To carry into effect this provision of the Constitution, on the s. Journal, 
7 th of April, 1789, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, P* 
Paterson, Maclay, Strong, Lee, Bassett, Few, and Wingate, to 
be a committee, ‘‘ to bring in a bill for organizing the judiciary 
of the United States.” On the 12 th of June, Mr. Lee, on behalf id. p. 34. 
of this committee, reported a bill to establish the Judicial 



240 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. II. The Constitution — Laws to carry into Etfect. Ac. 1780. , 

istcon^ew. Courts of the United States/’ which was read a first time; and 
Monday, the 22d, was assigned for its second reading. The 
Bill read consideration of the bill, on its second reading, occupied the Se- 
2d time. nate on the 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 29th, 30th of June, the S. Journal^ 
1st, 2d, and 3d of July. On the 6th, the bill was ordered to its 
Sdreading. third reading. The consideration of the bill, on its third read- Id. p. 38^ 
ing, caused discussions which occupied the Senate on the 7th, 

8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 13th. 

Motions to On the 9th, an unsuccessful motion was made to amend the id. p. 40, 
amend. sixth line of the 27th section, by inserting these words, that 
grand jurors, in all cases whatever, and petit jurors, in all cases 
not punishable with death.” And a similar result attended an- 
other motion to amend the eleventh line of the same section, by 
inserting these words: that petit jurors, in all cases punishable 
with death, shall be returned from the body of the county in 
which the offence was committed.” 

On the 10th, the following amendments were agreed to: — In id. p. 40. 
section 29th, line eleventh, after the word ‘‘for,” to insert “ the 
executor or administrator;” and to expunge the words, “ the estate 
of the deceased in the hands of such,” and insert “ the,” line 
twelfth, “ or by.” In section 30th, to add, “ and may, at any time, 
permit either of the parties to amend any defect in the processor 
pleadings, upon such conditions as the said courts, respectively? 
shall, in their discretion, and by their rules, prescribe.” In sec- 
tion 31st, line first, to expunge the words, “by the authority 
aforesaid.” So in all cases where the words are redundant. In 
line second, next after “ that,” inclusive, expunge the words 
“ every justice,” &c., as far as to “ was committed,” in line ninth. 

In section 31st, line 10th, after “ by,” insert these words: “justice 
or judge of the United States, or b}^” It was then agreed to 
reconsider the amendment, page 13th, line thirty-fifth, “ or on 
any hearing of a cause in equity in a circuit court,” and, in line 
thirty-ninth, to reconsider “ or Supreme Court, as the case may 
be.” So the words were stricken out. 

On the 11th, a motion was made to insert, between section id. p. 40, 
17th and 18th, the following clause: And he it further enacU 

cd — That it shall be the duty of circuit courts, in causes in equi- 
ty, and of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, to cause the facts 
on which they found their sentence or decree, fully to appear 
upon the record, either from the pleadings and decree itself, 
or a state of the case, agreed by the parties or their counsel, or, 
if they disagree, by a stating of the case by the court.” It was 
then moved to postpone this motion, and to take u[) the follow- 
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jpf Con^rress. ing: be it further enacted — That it shall be the duty of 

Circuit Courts, in the trial of causes in equity, and of admiralty 
Motions to jurisdiction, where facts are contested, to cause the evidence ex- 
ainciid. hibited at the hearing to be reduced to writing, if either of the 
parties require it, or a state of the facts to be made, if the parties 
agree thereto.” This motion to postpone was decided in the 
negative. It was then moved to expunge the word “ facts, and 
insert the word evidence;” but the motion was not successful. 

The original motion was then agreed to. It was then agreed to 
expunge the 15th section: Jlnd he it further enacted — That 
suits in equity,” &c. ; and also, in section 20th, page 8th, line 
sixth, to expunge the word containing,” and insert these words; 

whereto shall be annexed and returned therewith, at the day 
and place therein mentioned.” It w^as then moved that, in the 
trial of causes in the Supreme Court upon a writ of error from 
a Circuit Court, the justices who sat on the trial of the cause be- 
low, shall not vote on the decision of the cause, except where 
the court shall be equally divided, but may assign the reasons 
of their former decision;” but this motion was negatived; as also 
was a motion to insert the following clause: ‘‘ but no judge of 
the Supreme Court shall sit on any cause wherein he has given 
judgment in a Circuit Court.” 

On the 13th, further amendments were agreed to; to wit; 
to strike out from the word “ where,” line 3d, section 22d, to 
the words “ writ of error,” in line 6th ; and what follows the 
word supersedeas^' m line 12th, to the word “ execution,” in- 
clusive ; and insert, instead thereof, “ and whereupon such writ 
or error.” To expunge “ well as his costs,” in the last line, and 
insert as follows : “ also, single or double costs, in their discre- 
tion.” To restore the 15th section, adding the words plain, 
adequate, and,” before “complete.” Section 18th, last line, to 
expunge the word “shall,” and insert as follows; “but in the 
discretion of the court may be adjudged to.” Section 9th, last 
line, insert “ issues in.” It was then moved by Mr. Lee, second- 
ed by Mr. Grayson, to reconsider the 27th section, and insert, af- 
ter the word “ services,” in the 11th line, “Proricfe</, always — s. Journal 
That in criminal cases, where the punishment is capital, the pe- P- 
tit jury shall come from the body of the county where the fact 
was committed ;” but this motion was decided in the negative. 

Recommit* The bill was then ordered to be recommitted^ according to the 

Journal; but it is presumed that this is an error, and it ought to id. p,42. 
have read “ engrossed f as the next proceeding on the bill is on 
the 17th, in these words : — 

VoL. I. — 31 
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ist^niin^ss. The engrossed bill “to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States,” was read; and, upon the question “ Shall the bill 
pass?” the yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the se- 
Billpassed. nators present, the determination was as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Gunn, Henry, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong. 

—14. 

JVaijs — Messrs. Butler, Grayson, Laqgdon, Lee, Maclay, Win- 
gate. — C. 

Bill read in In the House of Representatives, the bill received its first and H. Journal, 
house. second reading, on the 20th of July, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house on the following Monday. Owing, 
however, to the intervention of other business, the bill was post- 
poned, de die in diem, until Monday, the 24th of August, when 
it was taken up for consideration in committee of the whole. 

Some progress was made on that day in committee, but the sub- Id. p. 90. 
ject was not resumed until the 29th. On that day, and on Mon- 
day, the Slst, further progress was made, but the* bill was not Id. p. 94. 
again taken up until the 8th of September. It was again con- Id. p. 105. 
sidered on the 9th, 1 1th, 12th, and 14th, when the committee id. p. lio. 
rose and reported several amendments. On the 15th, the house Id. p. ill. 
proceeded to consider these amendments. It was then moved 
to amend the third section of the bill, by striking out the word 
“ Eastaivn,’* and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word “ Chester- 
town^ This motion, however, was determined in the negative 
by the following vote: — 

*difes — Messrs. Benson, Floyd, Gerry, Goodhue, Hartley, Heis- 
ter, Lawrance, Livermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Scott, 

Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wynkoop. — 20. 

Noes — Messrs, Baldwin, Bland, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Contce, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hathorn, Lee, 

Madison, jr., Mathews, Page, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sher- 
man, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, White. — 23, 

Amended. On the 16th, the bill was further considered, and the amend- id. p. 112, 
ments of the committee of the whole amended and agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading; and on the 17th 
Pissed, the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate having received the bill and amendments from s. Journal, 
the House on the same day, committed them to Messrs. Ellsworth, P* 

Butler, and Paterson. On the 19th, Mr. Ellsworth made a re- 
port from this committee; whereupon, 

“ jRcjo/rcct— That the 9tb, 16th, 4l5t, and 52d amendments be 
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ntconjyreBfl. disagreed to; and that the rest be agreed to, with an amendment 
^ — to the 48th amendment, so that the clause there proposed to be 
Senate a- inserted shall read as follows: ‘ That, in cases punishable with S. Journal, 
death, the trial shall be had in the county where the offence 
mend- was Committed ; or, where that cannot be done without great 
to ^ inconvenience, twelve petit jurors, at least, shall be summoned 
others. from thence ; and jurors, in all cases, to serve in the courts of 
the United Slates, shall be designated, by lot or otherwise, in 
each state respectively, according to the mode of forming juries 
therein, now practised; so far as the laws of the same shall ren- 
der such designation practicable by the courts or marshals of 
the United States, and the jurors.’ ” 

On the 21st, the House of Representatives proceeded to re- ll. Journal, 
consider such of the amendments as were disagreed to by the 
Housfj re- Senate, and determined to recede from the whole of them, and 
to agree to the modification and amendment of their 48th amend- 
ment, as proposed by the Senate. 


Idt Congresi. 
SfiSBion. 


Extension 
of judicia- 
ry act to 
North Ca- 
rolina. 


Extension 
of judicial 
system to 
It. Island. 


North Carolina having adopted the Constitution, on the 20th 
of May, 1790, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, 
Gerry, and Steele, was appointed by the House of Representa- 
tives, to prepare and bring in a bill to extend the act to esta- 
blish the Judicial Courts of the United States to the state of 
North Carolina. This bill was reported on the following day, 
and read a first and second time; and, on the 24th, it received its 
third reading, and was passed. In the Senate, the bill passed 
through its different stages on the 24th, 27th, and 28th, without 
opposition. 

The official notification of the accession of Rhode Island to the 
Constitution, was made by the President of the United States 
to the two houses, on the 1st of June, 1790; and, on the same 
day, Messrs. Sedgwick, Benson, and Tucker, were appointed a 
committee to bring in a bill, or bills, for giving effect to the laws 
of the United States within that state. On the 4th, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, from this committee, reported a bill for giving effect to an 
act, entitled <^An act to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States within the state of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations,’^ which received its three readings on that day 
and the two following days. And, on the 9th, the bill passed 
the Senate. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 219. 

Id. p. 220. 


S. Journal, 
p. 144— 
147. 


H. Journal, 
p. 232. 

Id. p. 234. 


Id. p. 235. 


S. Journal, 
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A COMMITTEE was appointed by the House of Representatives, H. Journal, 
on the 16th of September, 1789, consisting of Messrs. Burke, 

Salaries of Moore, and Lawrance, to prepare and bring in a bill for esta- 
partj^nt^* Wishing the salaries of the judicial department. On the 17th, id. p. 113 . 
Mr. Burke, according to order, presented a bill allowing certain 
compensations to the judges of the Supreme and other Courts, 
and to the attorney general of the United States; and the bill id. p. 114, 
was then read a first and second time, and committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house. On the 18th, the bill was considered 
in committee of the whole, and the committee reported several 
amendments. These amendments were agreed to; and the bill 
was read a third time, and passed on the following day. On the Id. p. 115 . 
same day, the bill received its first reading in the Senate; and, 
on the 21st, the Senate proceeded to the second reading of the S- Journal, 
Pwgressof bill. It was then moved to amend the clause, providing for the 
salary of the chief justice, by striking out thirty-five hun- 
dred,’^ and inserting four thousand,^^ and this motion was 
agreed to. A motion was then made to amend the bill, by in- 
serting “five hundred,’^ at the end of “ three thousand,^^ in the 
salaries of the associate justices of the Supreme Court; and this 
question was determined as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Izard, King, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Schuyler. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs, Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Grayson, Henry, 

Johnson, Lee, Maclay, Wingate. — 9. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave his casting 
vote in the affirmative. 

It was then ordered that the rules be so far dispensed with, 
as that the bill have a third reading at this time. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to strike out the sum 
of four thousand -dollars as the salary of the chief justice, and 
insert three thousand eight hundred. The salary of the attor- 
ney general was then raised from “fifteen hundred^’ to “two 
thousand dollars;’’ and, with these amendments, the bill received 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill having been returned to the House, it was there de- H. Journal, 
termined, on the same day, to agree to the first, second, and P* 
third amendments of the Senate, and to disagree to the fourth 
amendment. The Senate having receded from their fourth S. Journal, 
Billpassed. amendment, the bill was passed. P’ 
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Ox the 5th of August, 1790, the House of Representatives h. Journal, 


passed an order, in the following words: — P- 

Order that Ordered — That the attorney general report to this house, at 

attorney session of Congress, on such matters relative to the ad- 

port. ministration of justice under the authority of the United States, 
as may require to be remedied; and that he also report such 
provisions, in the respective cases, as he shall deem advisable.’’ 


3d Session. On the 31st of December, 1790, the speaker of the House of id. p.34r. 

Representatives presented a letter from the attorney general, ac- 
Report of companying his report on such matters relative to the adminis- 


attorney 

general. 


tration of justice, &c., made pursuant to the order of the house 
of the fifth of August last. The documents, having been read, 
were committed to a committee of the whole house for Wednes- 
day se’nnight. The subject was not afterwards taken up during 
this session. 


2d Congress 
Idt Session. 


Report 

committed. 

Further re- 
port order- 
ed. 


Attorney 
general’s 
report re- 
fen-ed. 


Further 

communi- 

cation. 


Report of 
committee. 


At the commencement of the second Congress, on the 3d of 
November, this report of the attorney general w^as again com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, (with the proposi- 
tions to amend the Constitution.) On the 9th of November, the 
attorney general was directed to report to the house such fur- 
ther information as he might be in possession of, relative to the 
operation of the judicial system. On the 30th of November, the 
speaker laid before the house a letter from the attorney general, 
respecting his report on the judicial system of the United States, 
and it was then “ ordered — That so much of the order of the 9th, 
as directs the attorney general to report to this house such fur- 
ther information as he may be in possession of, relative to the 
operation of the judicial system, be discharged.” The commit- 
tee of the whole house was also discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject, and it was referred to a special com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Hillhouse, Lawrance, 
Boudinot, Kittera, Murray, and Madison. On the 28th of De- 
cember, the President of the United States, in a message to the 
two houses, communicated the copy of a letter from the attor- 
ney general. The message, in the Senate, was ordered to lie for 
consideration ; and, in the House of Representatives, it was re- 
ferred to the committee which had the subject in charge ; and 
to which Mr. Ames and Mr. Sturges were added on the 6th of 
January. On the 18th, Mr. Lawrance made a report from this 
committee, which was laid on the table, and was taken up for 


1701. 
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Id. p. 46.5. 
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consideration on the 23d, when the house adopted a resolution in 
the following words : — 

“ Resolved — That it would be proper to make it the duty of 
the attorneys in the several districts, to pursue the instructions 
which, from time to lime, shall be given them, respectively, by 
the attorney general of the United States, in all matters touching 
their respective offices, and to correspond with him on any mat- 
ter relative to judicial business, which shall arise within their re- 
spective districts, and upon which they shall request such advice, 
or he shall think it proper for him to interfere ; and to make it 
lawful for the attorney general, in any suit, in which the United 
States shall be a party, or shall be interested, and in every court 
whatsoever, to advocate the United States, although such suit shall 
not have been originally instituted by him, or under his direction ; 
and that, for the purpose of assisting him in the execution, as well 
of the duties herein assigned him, as of those heretofore assigned 
him by law, he may appoint a clerk, who, for his services, shall 
be allowed at the rate of dollars by the year.” 

This resolution was accompanied by an order that the com- 
mittee prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to carry it into effect. 

On the 24th, Mr. Lawrance, according to order, presented a 
bill concerning the office of the attorney general of the United 
States, which received its first and second reading, and w^as com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. This bill was not 
further acted on. 

The judicial system, however, it was still found, did not work 
with that harmony and efficiency which were desirable. At the 
second session of the second Congress, the President of the United 
States laid before the two houses of Congress, “ a copy of a letter g 
and representation from the chief justice and associate judges of P- 455. 
the Supreme Court of the United States, stating the difficulties H. Journal, 
and inconveniences, which attend the discharge of their duties ac- P* 
cording to the present judiciary system.” This communication 
was made on the 7th of November, 1792; and, on the following day, 
the letter and representation were committed to Messrs. Livermore, 

Benson, Kittera, Venable, and W. Smith, “ wdth instruction to exa- 
mine the same, and report their opinion thereupon to the house.” 

On the 21st of November, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ells- s. Journal, 
worth, Strong, Monroe, Johnston, and King, to be a committee to P* 459. 
take the judiciary system into consideration, and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

A committee was also appointed by the House of Representa- h. Journal, 

p. 658. 
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lives, on the 31st of December, consisting of Messrs. White, W. 

Smith, and I. Smith, to prepare and bring in a bill or bills to ex- 
plain the act, entitled “An act to estaWish the judicial courts of 
the United States, in respect to taking bail in criminal cases.” 

The last named committee reported on the following day, and H. Journal, 
the bill presented, according to order, received its first and second 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Senate bill On the 3d of January, Mr. Ellsworth, from the Senate commit- 1793. 
to the*^^” appointed to take the judiciary system into consideration, re- ». Journal, 
to establish ported a bill on that subject, which was read a first time. On |(i^p^’ 468 ^ 
co^pSf following day, the “ bill, in addition to the act, entitled ‘ An 469. 
cd. act to establish the Judicial G)urts of the United States,’” was 

again taken up, on the question of its second reading. The se- 
cond reading was resumed on the 7th, when the bill, having been 
amended, was ordered to a third reading. It received its third 
reading, and was passed, on the 8th of January. 

This bill was read a first and second time, on the same day, in H. Jounml, 
the House of Representatives, and the House then discharged the 555, 
committee to which had been referred the letter and representa- 
tions of the chief justice and associate judges, from the further 
consideration of the subject. On the 28th of January, the com- id. p. 684. 
mittee of the whole house, to whom the bill had been referred, 
was discharged from its further consideration, and it was com- 
mitted to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Hill- 
house, Wm. Smith, White, and Kittera. On the 15th of Februa- id. p. 704, 
ry, Mr. Benson, from this committee, reported several amendments 
to the bill, which were referred to a committee of the whole 
house. On Monday, the 18th, the bill and amendments were Id. p. 705. 
considered in committee of the whole, and were reported with 
Passed by amendments, which were agreed to by the h®use. The bill and 

house with amendments were then ordered to lie on the table. On the 20th, id. p. 709. 
amend- , , i 

ments. the bill was passed. 

The amendments made by the House of Representatives were s. Journal, 

taken up for consideration by the Senate, on the 22d ; and, after P 

Amend- some debate, their further consideration was postponed. On the id. p. 493, 

were again discussed, and again postponed; and, on the 

with a- * 25th, the amendments of the House were concurred in, with 

amendments. The House of Representatives, on the 27tb, H. Journal, 
znciits. 7^0 

agreed to the amendments proposed by the Senate, with the fol- P’ ‘ 

lowing amendment; namely: “in the amendments of the Senate 

to the first amendment of the House, after the word * absent* 

in the 5th line, insert these words: < or shall have been of coun- 


5jd ConjrreBa. 
2d Segsion. 


Bill report- 
ed. 



248 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS, 


Chap. II. 


Tl»e Constitution—Lawi to carry into Effect, Ac. 


1793. 


3d Ssfm?"' ^ concerned in interest in any cause then pending.’ ” The s. Journal, 
Senate, on the same day, agreed to the amendment of the House. P* 

Bill con- A bill was introduced into the House of Representatives, on the H. Journal, 
of February, 1793, “concerning bail, process, and costs, in 
cess, and the Courts of the United States,” which was then read a first and 
second time, but was not afterwards acted on. 


Jj^CongrcM. On the 30th of July, 1790, a committee was appointed by the 1790. 

House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Vining, ~ 

Salaries to and Smith, of South Carolina, to prepare and bring in a bill or H. Journal, 
iiccra.^ making provision for the officers of the Judicial Courts of P-286.289, 

the United States, and for jurors and witnesses attending the 
same ; and, on the 29th, the committee was discharged from any 
further proceeding thereon. 

M Bosgion. A committee was again appointed by the house, at the com- 1791. 
Committee mencement of the third session of the first Congress, consisting of H. Journal, 
Messrs. Sedgwick, Sturges, and Contee, to prepare and bring in 
a bill, or bills, to establish a temporary provision for the clerks of 
the several Judicial Courts of the United States, for the marshals 
of districts, and for the attendance and services of jurors in the 
Circuit and District Courts. This committee was organized on 
the 3d of February ; and, on the lllh, Mr. Sedgwick presented a id. p. 375. 
bill providing compensation for clerks, marshals, and jurors, which 
received its first and second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house, for the following Tuesday. The 
Bill a- bill was amended in committee of the whole, on the 19th id. p. 384, 
and'recom- reported to the house with an amend- 

mitted. ment, which was c\grced to ; and the bill and amendment were 
then recommitted to Messrs. Sherman, Benson, Seney, White, 
and Livermore. 

Amcnda- On the 24th of February, Mr. Sherman, from this committee, id. p. 389. 
torybill. presented an amendatory bill providing compensations for the 
officers of the several courts of law, and for jurors and witnesses ; 
which was read a first and second time, and committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house. The bill w^as considered in commit- 
tee on the 28th, and reported without an amendment. The id. p. 395. 
bill was then amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third id. p. 396, 
reading ; and, on the Ist of March, it was read a third time. 

And the question on its passage was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote; — 
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irtt Congress. Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, B. Bourne, Burke, Cadwaladcr, 

— Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, 

Passed in Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr.. 

House. Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsw^orth, White, Wyn- 
koop. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Floyd, Gilman, Grout, Giles, Hathorn, Jackson, Leonard, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 

Silvester, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher. — 23. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it was read a 
first time, as follow's : — 

Hill, assent “ Scciion 1. Be it enacted, by the Scfiatc a7id House of Reprcsc?i- S. Journal, 
to Semite, qJ iJiQ United States of America, in Co? 2 grcss assembled — P-^9v:),294. 

That there be allowed to the several officers following, in addi- 
tion to the fees (except mileage to the marshals) to which they 
are otherwise by law entitled, and also to jurors and witnesses, 
in the courts of the United States, the following respective com- 
pensations: that is to say — To the attorney of the United States 
for the district, for his expenses and time in travelling from the 
place in the state where the office of the clerk of the District 
Court is kept, to the other place in the district where a Circuit 
Court is directed to be held, at the rate of ten cents per mile 
going, and the same allowance for returning: To the clerk of 
the District Court for attending in the District or Circuit Court, 
five dollars a day, and the like compensation for travelling as is 
above allowed to the attorney for the district: To the clerk of 
the Supreme Court, for attending in court, eight dollars per day: 

To the marshal of the district, for attending the Supreme Cir- 
cuit, or District Courts, five dollars per day,; for summoning 
grand jury, three dollars ; and for summoning a petit jury, two 
dollars ; and for serving a writ, five cents per mile from the place 
where the office of the clerk of the District Court is kept to the 
place where the writ shall be served ; but there shall not, in any 
case, be an allowance of mileage to the marshals exceeding one 
hundred miles: To the grand and petit jurors, each, fifty cents 
per day, for attending in court, and for travelling, at the rate of 
fifty cents for every ten miles, from their respective places of 
ab^e, to the place where the court is held, and the like allow- 
ance for returning : To witnesses summoned on the part of the 
United States, or in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for any 
capital offence in any of the courts thereof, the same compensa- 
VoL. I.— 32 
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tion aa is above allowed to grand and petit jurors. That these- 
vcral officers above specified shall be deemed to have been en- 
titled to the above respective compensations, from the time of 
their respective appointments; and that the grand and petit ju- 
rors and witnesses who have heretofore attended, shall, also, be 
deemed entitled to the above compensation, in like manner as 
those who shall hereafter attend. That there shall also be paid 
to the marshal the amount of the expense for fuel, candles, and 
other reasonable contingencies for holding a court, as hath ac- 
crued or shall accrue; and the compensation to the grand and 
petit jurors and witnesses, shall be included in the account of, 
and paid to the marshal, to the use of, and be by him according- 
ly paid over to, tlic several persons entitled to the same. And 
the accounts of the several officers for the compensations afore- 
said, (except mileage to tlic marshal, for the service of writs in 
civil causes,) having been previously examined and certified by 
tlie judge of tlic district, shall be passed in the usual manner at, 
and the amount thereof paid out of, the treasury of the United 
States. And a sum arising from the fines and forfeitures to the 
United States, and equal to the amount tlicreof, is hereby ap- 
propriated for the payment of the above accounts. 

SecL 2. ^)id he it further enacted — That, instead of the 
provisions in that respect heretofore made, the first session of the 
Circuit Courts in the Eastern circuit, after the passing of this 
act, shall commence at the times following; that is to say: In 
New York district, on the fifth, and in Connecticut district, on 
the twenty-fifth, days of April next: in Massachusetts district, 
on the twelfth, and in New Hampshire district, on the twenty- 
fourth, days of May next: and in Rhode Island district, on the 
the seventh day of June next: and the subsequent sessions in the 
respective distriots on the like days of every sixth calendar 
month thereafter: except when any of these days shall hap- 
pen on a Sunday, and then the sessions shall commence on the 
next day following. And the sessions of the said Circuit Court 
shall be held, in New Hampshire district, at Portsmouth and 
Exeter, alternately, beginning at the first; in Massachusetts 
district, at Boston; in Rhode Island district, at Newport and 
Providence, alternately, beginning at the first; in Connecticut 
district, at Hartford and New Haven, alternately, beginning at 
the last; and in New York district, at the city of New York 
only. 

Sect. 3. Jlnd he it further enacted — That from and after 
the passing of this act, instead of the provisions in the act for 


1791. 
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that purpose, the sessions of the Circuit Court for the dist'k'ict of 
Virginia shall be holden in the city of Richmond only. 

“ Sect. 4. And be it further enacted — That this act shall 
continue in force until the end of the next session of Congress, 
and no longer. 

The bill was read a second time, on the same day, and was S. Jommal, 
committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Henry, and King, to consider 
and report thereon. On the 3d, Mr. Ellsworth rej)ortcd the bill Id. p. 307. 
with amendments, which were agreed to. The bill was then 
read a third time, and passed with the following amendments: — 

Sect. 1, line 7. — Strike out from the word ‘ place,’ to the 
word < at,’ in the 9th line, and insert, ^ of his abode to any court 
of the United States, in which his attendance shall be requisite. 

Line 16 to 19. — Strike out from the word ‘ serving,’ to the 
word ‘ to,’ and insert ‘and returning a writ, five cents per mile 
for his necessary travel.’ 

“Strike out from the word ‘jurors,’ in the 19th line, to the 
word ‘ to,’ in the 23d line, and insert, ‘such compensations re- 
spectively, as they would by law be entitled to for attending the 
courts of the state of which they arc citizens.’ 

“ Strike out from the word ‘ thereof,’ in the 24th line, to the 
word ‘that,’ in the 25th line, and insert, ‘each, fifty cents per 
day for attending in court, and for travelling five cents per mile, 
from their respective places of abode to the place where the 
court is held, and the like allowance for returning.’ ” 

The amendments were then sent to the House of Representa- ii.jounml, 
tives for concurrence. The House proceeded at once to consi- 
der the amendments of the Senate, and agreed to some, and dis- 
agreed to others. The amendments having been returned to the 
Senate, were again taken up for consideration. • The amendments 
disagreed to by the House were, the 3d, line 19 to 23, and the 
4th, line 24 to 25. The Senate then resolved to recede from 
these amendments. And so the bill was passed. 


Another bill connected with the judiciary, which demanded itro. 
the early attention of Congress, was the “ act to regulate pro- s. .Toum.-il, 
cesses in the courts of the United States.” On the 17th of Sep- P* 
tember, 1789, Mr. Lee, from the committee appointed by the 
Senate to prepare a bill for organizing the judiciary of the 
United States, reported a bill, entitled “An act to regulate pro- 
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litoonfjre... cesses in the courts of the United States,” which then received a. Journal 

Ist Bession. . ^ oo qo * 

Passed by reading; and on the 18th and 19th, the bill passed through P* 

Senate. ^ its Other stages, and was sent to the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
for concurrence. On the 19th, the bill was read a first and se- P*^t5. 
Committed cond time in the House of Representatives, and was committed 
in House, to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 

in committee on the 23d and 24lh, and was reported to the id. p. 120 . 
house with several amendments, which are as follow: — 

Amend- Section first ^ line third. Strike out the words, ‘ the Presi- 

dent of.’ 

Section second, line third. After the word ^ fecs^ insert, 

^except fees to judges.^ Line fifth, after the words, ^ and 
ihe,^ insert, ^ forms and modes of.'* Line eighth, after the 
words ^ civil law* insert ^ and the rates of the fees the same 
as are, or were last, alloioed by the states, respectwely , in the 
court exercising supreme jurisdiction hi such causes,* ” 


Amend- 
ments a- 
greed to. 


The question on the first amendment was then decided in the id. p. 122, 
affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Bland, Burke, Coles, Contee, Floyd, Cerry, Grif- 
fin, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Livermore, 

Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Scott, Sc- 
ney, Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, White. — 25. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Lawrance, Leonard, Partridge, 

Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Thatcher, Vining, Wynkoop. 

— -18. 


The other amendments were then agreed to. 


2 ii fv> Hsion. On the 19th of January, 1790, the Senate ordered — That 1790 . 

Messrs. Strong, King, Johnson, Ellsworth, and Henry, be a com- ^jovimal 

Bill to con- mittec to report “ a bill to regulate processes in the courts of the P- 1 ^ 6 . 

force act to United Slates.” On the 23d of April, Mr. Strong, from this com- id. p. 133. 

regulate niittcc, reported a bill, ^‘(o continue in force an act passed at the ja. p. 134 . 

processes, session of Congress, to regulate processes in the courts of the li. Journal, 

United States, which was then read a first time. On the 2Gth, P* ^^2— 

’ 204. 

Passed Se ^lis bill received its second reading, and was read a third time 
nate. and passed on the following day. 

The bill was read a first and second time in the House of Rc- 
Passedby presentatives on the 27111 and 28lh of April, and was passed on 
House. following day. 


The House of Representatives, on (he 5th of February, 1791, H91. 

appointed Messrs, Sedgwick, Sturges, and Contee, a committee to 11. .lounial, 

p. 370, 
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t Congress, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, further to continue in force 


an act passed the first session of Congress, entitled “ An act to re- H. Journal, 

p. 373 — 
375. 


U) conthiue gulate civil processes in the courts of the United States and, on 
actin force. Sedgwick presented a bill, which was then read a 

Bill passed, first time. This bill also passed through without delay, being 
read a second and third time, on the 10th and 11th of February. 
On the 11th, 12th, and 14th, the bill went through its various 
stages in the Senate without opposition. 


S. Journal, 
p. 261.263. 
268. 


2 <i consress. This bill havilig also expired, when the second Congress assem- 
'11 to com Senate, on the 1st of November, 1791, appointed id. p.335. 

pensatc of- Mcssrs. Henry, Strong, and Monroe, to be a committee to report 
fleers ^aiul ^ j^jjj providing compensation for the officers of the judicial 
iM'ocesses. courts of the United States, and for jurors and witnesses. 

On the 2Gth of January, 1792, Mr. Henry, from this commit- 1 792. 

tee, reported bill for regulating processes in the courts of the s. Journul, 
United States, and providing compensations for the officers of the 
said courts, and for jurors and witnesses,” which was read a first 
time. The bill was under consideration on the 90th, 31st, 1st, Jd. p. 384. 
2d, and 3d, of February, when sundry amendments having been 
made, it was ordered to a third reading. The bill was further id. p. 387. 
considered on the (5tb, and again on the 13th, when a motion to 
insert, at the end of section 2, these words, “ and be at liberty to 
pursue the same until a tender of the debt and cost in gold or 
Passed by silver shall be made,” was determined in the affirmative, by the 
S( lute. following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Hickinson, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Rutherford, 

Strong. — 14. 

JVa^s — Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Gunn*, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Lee, Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate. 

—13. 

After agreeing to some further amendments, the bill was passed. 

The following is a copy of the hill, as it went from the Senate to 
the House. 

('opy of “ Section 1. Be it enacted , by the Senate and House of Represc?!- Id^ p^. 389 
lathes of the United States of Ameiica, m Congress assembled — 

That all writs and processes issuing from the Supreme or a Circuit 
Court, shall bear test of the chief justice of the Supreme Court ; 
and, if iiDiR a District Court, shall bear test of the judge of such 
court, an4 shall be under the seal of the court from whence they 
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issue, and signed by the clerk thereof. The seals to be provided 
at the expense of the United States. 

** Section 2. Ajid be it further enacted — That, until other provi- 
sion shall be made, and except where, by this act, or other sta- 
tutes of the United States, it is otherwise provided, the forms of 
writs and executions, except their style, and the modes of pro- 
cess, and proceedings in suits at common law, shall be the same 
in each state respectively, as are now used or allowed in the 
highest common law courts, having original jurisdiction of the 
same. And the forms and modes of proceeding in causes of equity, 
and of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, shall be, except 
where the laws of the United States otherwise provide, according 
to the course which hath obtained in the states respectively in 
like causes, or in states which have not courts of equity jurisdic- 
tion, or have not had courts of admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
tion, according to the course of proceedings in such courts, re- 
spectively, in any adjoining, or the nearest slate in which they 
are, or have been, instituted ; subject, however, to such deviations 
in each state, by rule of court, as a diflcrence of circumstances 
may require, or as may be requisite to prevent unnecessary de- 
lay and expense : Provided — That on judgment in any of the 
cases aforesaid, where dilfcrent kinds of executions are issuable 
in succession, a capias ad satisfaciendum being one, the plaintiff 
shall have his election to take out a capias ad satisfaciendum in 
the first instance, and be at liberty to pursue the same, until a 
tender of the debt and cost, in gold or silver, shall be made. 

“ Sect. 3. And he it further enacted — That, from and after the 
passing this act, the fees and compensations to the several offi- 
cers and other persons hereafter mentioned shall be as follows: 
that is to say, to the marshals of the several districts of the United 
States, for the serv ice of any writ, warrant, attachment, or pro- 
cess, in chancery, on each person named in the same, one dollar ; 
for his travel out in serving each writ, warrant, attachment, or 
process, as aforesaid, five cents per mile, to be computed from the 
place of service to the court where the writ or process shall be 
returned; and if more persons than one are named therein, the 
travel shall be computed from the court to the place of service 
which is most remote, adding thereto the extra travel necessary 
to serve it on the other: Provided — That the fee for travel shall, 
in no case, exceed fifteen dollars; for each bail bond, fifty cents; 
for selling goods and vessels condemned, and receiving and pay- 
ing the money, three per cent.; for every commitment or discharge 
of a prisoner, fifty cents ; for summoning witnesses, each twenty 
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0,1 conprcss. cents, and his necessary travel, at five cents per mile, to be com- 

— " - puted as aforesaid ; for summoning a grand or petit jury, each 

three dollars, and his necessary travel, at five cents per mile, to 
ho computed in like manner: Provided — That in those states 
where jurors, by the laws of the state, are drawn by constables, 
or other officers of corporate towns or places, by lot, the mar- 
shals shall receive, for the use of such constables or oflicers, such 
part of the fees allowed for travel, in summoning juries, as the 
court to which the juries may be returned, shall direct ; for at- 
tending the Supreme, Circuit, or District Courts, five dollars per 
day — and at the rate of ten cents per mile for his expenses and 
lime, in travelling from the place of his abode to either of the said 
courts; for levying an execution, and for all other services not 
herein enumerated, such fees or compensation as arc allowed in 
the Supreme Court of the state where the services shall be ren- 
dered; to the clerk of the Supreme Court of the United Stiites, 
ten dollars per day for his attendance in court, and for his other 
services, in discharging the duties of his oflicc, double the f(.‘es of 
the clerk of the Supreme ( burt of that state in wdiich the Su- 
preme Court of the United States shall be holden ; to the clerk of 
the District and Circuit Courts, such fees in each state, respec- 
tively, as arc allowed in the Supreme Courts of the same, and 
five dollars per day for his attendance on any Circuit or District 
Court, and at the rate of ten cents per mile for his expenses and 
time, in travelling from the place of his abode to cither of the 
said courts. And in case any clerk of a court of the TJnited 
States shall, in discharging the duties of his office, perform any 
kind of service which is not performed by the clerks of the courts 
of the state, and for wdiich the laws of the state make no allov/- 
ance, the court in which such service shall be rendered, may al- 
low a reasonable compensation therefor; to each grand and petit 
juror, one dollar per day for attending in couri’, and for travelling 
at the rate of five cents for every mile, from tludr respective 
places of abode to the place where the court is held, and the 
like allowance for returning; to witnesses summoned on the part 
of the United State?, or in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for 
a capital offence in any of the courts thereof, the same compensa- 
tion as is above allowed to grand and petit jurors; to witnesses in 
other cases, the same compensations in each state respectively as 
are allowed in Supreme courts of the same; to the attorney of 
the United Slates for the district, such fees in each state re- 
spectively as are allowed in the Supreme Courts of the same; 
and also the like compensation for travelling as is above allowed 
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clerk of the District and Circuit Courts; and where the 


Copy of 
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amount of such fees and compensations to the district attorney, 
shall be less in any year than one fifth part of the salary of the 
judge of such district, the difference shall be allowed and paid 
to the attorney at the end of the year. 

>S'ec/. 4. •^nd be it f urther enacted — That the marshal shall 
have the custody of all vessels and goods, seized by any officer 
of the revenue, and shall be allowed such compensation therefor 
as the court may judge reasonable. And there shall be paid to the 
marshal the amount of the expense for fuel, candles, and other rea- 
sonable contingencies that may accrue in holding the courts with- 
in his district, and providing the books necessary to record the 
proceedings thereof; and such amount, as also the compensations 
aforesaid, to the grand and petit jurors; to the witnesses sum- 
moned on the part of the United States, or in behalf of a prison- 
er to be tried for a capital offence; to the clerk of the Supreme 
Court, for his attendance; to the clerks of the District and Circuit 
Courts, for their travelling and attendance; to the attorney of 
the district, for travelling to court; to the marshal, for his attend- 
ance at court; for summoning grand and petit jurors, and witnesses 
in behalf of any prisoner to be tried for a capital offence; for the 
maintenance of prisoners confined in gaol for any criminal of- 
fence, and for the commitment or discharge of such prisoner; 
and also the legal fees of the clerk, attorney, and marshal, in cri- 
minal prosecutions, shall be included in the account of the mar- 
shall ; and the same having been examined and certified by the 
court, or one of the judges of it, in which the service shall have 
been rendered, shall be passed in the usual manner at, and the 
amount thereof paid out of, the treasury of the United States, to 
the marshal, and shall by him be paid over to the persons entitled 
to the same. And the marshal shall be allowed two and a half 
per centum on thh amount by him so paid over, to be charged 
in his future account. 

“ Sect. 5. JInd be it further enacted — That in every prosecu- 
tion for any fine or forfeiture incurred under any statute of the 
United States, if judgment is rendered against the defendant, 
he shall be subject to payment of costs. And on every convic- 
tion for any other offence, not capital, the court may, in their 
discretion, award that the defendant shall pay the costs of prose- 
cution. And if any informer or plaintiff, on a penal statute, to 
whose benefit the penalty, or any part thereof, if recovered, is 
directed by law to accrue, shall discontinue his suit or prosecu- 
tion, or shall be nonsuited in the same, or if upon trial a verdict 
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shall pass for the defendant, the court shall award to the defend- 
ant his costs, unless such informer, or plaintiff, be an officer of 
the United States, specially authorized to commence such prose- 
cution, and the court before whom the action or information shall 
be tried, shall, at the trial, in open court, certify, upon record, 
that there was reasonable cause for commencing the same, in 
which case no cost shall be taxed for the defendant. 

“ Sect. 6. %dnd be it further enacted — That the fees and com- 
pensations to the several officers and persons hereinbefore men- 
tioned, other than those which are above directed to be paid out 
of the treasury of the United States, shall be recovered in like 
manner as the fees of the officers of the states respectively, for 
like services, are recovered. 

“ Sect. 7. %dnd he it further enacted — That if any officer 
hereinbefore mentioned, or his deputy, shall, by reason or colour 
of his office, wilfully and corruptly demand and receive any 
greater fees than those allowed by this act, he shall^ on convic- 
tion thereof in any court of the United States, forfeit and pay a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not 
exceeding six months, at the discretion of the court before whom 
the conviction shall be. 

^^Sect. 8. And be it further enacted — That the act passed at the 
last session of Congress, entitled ‘An act to continue in force for 
a limited time, an act passed at the first session of Congress, en- 
titled ‘an act to regulate processes in the courts of the United 
States,’ and also another act passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled ‘ an act providing compensations for the officers of 
the Judicial Courts of the United States, and for jurors and wit- 
nesses, and for other purposes,’ be, and the siime are hereby re- 
pealed.” 

On the 15th of February, the bill was read<i first and second h. journal, 
time in the House of Representatives, and was committed to P* 

Messrs. Boudinot, Smith, of South Carolina, White, Benson, and 
Smith, of New Hampshire. This committee made a report on id. p. 562. 
the 4th of April, which was then laid on the table, and on the 
12th was committed to a committee of the whole house, with 
the amendments which had been reported. The bill and amend- id. p. 579. 
meuts were taken up on the 16tb, and other amendments having 
been made in committee, were reported to the house. On the id. p. 587. 
25th and 26th, the various amendments were under considera- 
tion, and were further amended ; and the bill and amendments 

VoL. L— 33 
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were ordered to a third reading. After being recommitted and 
again amended, the bill was passed on the following day. 

The Senate having received the amendments of the House of 
Representatives, referred them to Messrs. Ellsworth, Bradley, 
Monroe, Burr, and Henry, to consider and report thereon. On the 
1st of May, Mr. Ellsworth made a report which was considered 
on that and the following day; when all the amendments to 
the first section were agreed to, as also were — the first amend- 
ment to the second section, amended as follows: strike out, from 
the w^ord “ equity,” in the 6th line, to the word ‘‘ subject,” in the 
lOth line of the amendment, and insert “and in those of admi- 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction, according to the principles, rules, 
and usages, which belong to Courts of Equity, and to Courts of Ad- 
miralty, respectively, as contradistinguished from Courts of Com- 
mon Law, except so far as may have been provided for by the 
act to establish the Judicial Courts of the United States:” — the 
amendments to the third section, except the third and fourth, 
with an amendment to the second, by striking out “four” in 
both places, and inserting “seven:” — the first amendment to the 
fourth section: — the amendment to the fifth section, and the ad- 
ditional sections, except the second and fifth additional sections, 
with an amendment to the fourth additional section, so that it 
shall read as follows : “ And he it enacted — That it shall be the 
duty of the attorneys in the several districts to correspond wdth 
the attorney general of the United States, in any matter relative 
to judicial business which shall arise within their respective dis- 
tricts, and upon which he shall request information from them. 
And to all the other amendments in the bill the Senate disagreed. 

The house on the 3d, proceeded to reconsider their amend- 
ments, and adopted the following series of resolutions: — 

“ Resolved — ^That this house doth agree to the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senate to their first amendment to the second sec- 
tion. 

“ Resolved — That this house doth recede from their third 
amendment to the third section ; also, from the second section 
proposed to be added to the end of the bill. 

“ Resolved — That this house doth insist on their second amend- 
ment to the second section; on their fourth amendment to the 
third section ; on their second amendment to the fourth section ; 
also, on the fourth and fifth sections proposed to be added to the 
end of the bill. 

“ Resolved — That a conference be desired with the Senate on 
the subject matter of the amendments insisted on; and that Mr. 


im 


H. Journal, 
p. 590. 

S. Journal, 
p. 434. 

Id. p. 435, 
436. 


H. Journal, 
p. 595, 596. 
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2(1 Congress. Madison, Mr. Lawrance, and Mr. Clarke, be appointed mana- 
— ^ — gers, at the said conference, on the part of this house.’^ ' 

The question that the house recede from their second amend- 
ment to the second section, for striking out the words and be at 
liberty to pursue the same, until a tender of the debt and costs in gold 
and silver be made,'** was decided in the negative, by the follow- 
ing vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Fitzsimons, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, A. Learned, Murray, Jere. 

Smith, W. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

Ward. — 18. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Clarke, Dayton, Giles, Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, 

Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Livermore, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonma- 
ker, Seney, Sheridan, 1. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson. — 38. 

The Senate, on the same day, determined to insist on their dis- s. Journal, 
agreement to the said amendments; and agreeing to the proposed P* 

Confer- conference, appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Henry, to 
ence. managers on the part of the Senate. 

Report of Mr. Madison made report to the House from this conference, h. Journal, 
of^™nfer MsiJj ‘^that the managers had, according to order, P-598,599, 

ence. met the managers on the part of the Senate, in the conference 
chamber, and fully discussed the subject referred to them, and 
had agreed that it would be proper, on the part of this House, 
to recede from the fourth amendment to the third section; as 
also from the second amendment to the fourth section: but that, 
on the subject matter of all the other amendments, the managers 
of the two houses had not come to any agreement.’’ On the id. p. 602. 
7th, the bill was again taken up by the House, for the purpose 
of considering the report of the managers. The second amend- 
ment to the second section, for striking out the following words, 

‘‘ and be at liberty to pursue the same until a tender of the debt 
and costs in gold or silver shall be made;” being read, the ques- 
tion, that the house do adhere to this amendment, was deter- 
mined in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

— Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, id. p. 603. 
Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, 

Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Seney, I. Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 

White, Williamson, Willis.^30, 
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Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinol, S. Bourne, 
Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, A. Learned, Murray, 

Jere. Smith, W. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Silvester, Ward. — 17. 

The House then re.solvcd to adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to the fourth section proposed to 
be added to the bill, and recede from all the other amendments 
disagreed to by the Senate. 

In their evening session of the same day, the Senate proceed- S. Journal, 
ed to consider the determination of the House of Representa- 
tives, in reference to the amendments. It was then moved to 
recede from the disagreement to the second amendment of the se- 
cond section, which wa.g to strike out the words, already quoted: 

and he at liberty to pursue^ and the question was de- 

cided in the affirmative. A motion was then made to adhere 
to the disagreement to this amendment, which was decided in 
tlie negative, by the following vote; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, 

Izard, King, Morris, Read. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, Mon- 
roe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate. — 10. 

It was then determined to recede from the other amendment 
adhered to by the House of Representatives, 


On the 5th of April, 1790, the President of the United States 1790. 
enclosed to the two houses copies of three acts of the legislature 
of New York, among which was An act for vesting in the h. Journal, 
United States of America, the light-house, and lands thereunto P- 
belonging, at Sandy Hook.” On reception of this message, an 
order was adopted by the House of Representatives, ‘‘ that the 
exemplification of the act of the legislature of the stale of New 
York, entitled ' An act for vesting in the United States of 
America, the light-house, and lands thereunto belonging, at 
Sandy Hook,^ referred to in the message of to-day, from the 
President of the United States, be committed to Mr. Page, 

Mr. Benson, and Mr. Seney, with instruction to examine the 
same, and report their opinion thereupon tp the house.” 

On the 28th of April, Mr. Page, from this committee, pre- id. p. 204 . 
sented a bill to prescribe the mode in which the public acts, re- 
cords, and judicial proceedings, in each state, shall be authenti- 
cated, so as to take effect In every other state,” which then 
received its first reading. The bill was read a second time on id. p. 207 . 
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committed; and, on the 3d of May, it received 
its third reading, and was passed and sent to the senate. On the 
3d, 4th, and 5th, it had its several readings in the Senate, and 
passed that branch of the legislature. 


IstSimK' Provision is made in the second section of the fourth article 1791. 

Fiig-itlves Constitution, for the delivering up, by a state, of fugitives 

fioni jus- from justice from another state. In reference to this clause of 
the Constitution, on the 31st of October, 1791, the house of Re- 
presentatives passed the following order : — 

“ Ordered — That a committee be appointed to prepare and ii. journal, 
bring in a bill, or bills, providing the means, by which persons 9- 
charged in any state with treason, felony, or other crime, who 
flee from justice, shall, on the demand of the executive authori- 
ty of the state from which they fled, be delivered up, to be re- 
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime ; also pro- 
viding the mode by which a person, held to service or labour in 
one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall be 
delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or la- 
bour may be due ; and that Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Bourne, of Mas- 
sachusetts, and Mr. White, be the said committee.” 

Bill report- On the 15th of November, Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, jd, p. 454. 
presented a bill respecting fugitives from justice, and from the 
service of masters, which was read a first and second time, and 
Not acted committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill was 
not taken up at any subsequent part of the session. 

2 f] seeision. It w^as uot Until the second session of the second Congress, that 1792-93. 
any further legislative movement was made upon this subject. 

On the 22d of November, 1792, the Senate appointed Messrs, s. journal, 
Johnston, Cabot, and Read, to be a committee to consider the ex- 
pediency of a law respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters, and, if they think pro- 
Senatebill per, to report a bill. On the 20th of December, a bill was re- Id. p. 465. 
fu^Wres^ ported by this committee, “ respecting fugitives from justice, and 
&c. persons escaping Iftm the service of their masters,” which was 

Read, dis- read, and ordered to a second reading. The debate on the se- id. p. 466. 

cond reading, occupied the Senate on the 21st, 24th, 26th, and 
^ed. 27th of December, when a motion was made to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to the next session of Congress ; 
which motion was, on the 28th, decided in the negative. The id, p. 467. 
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bill was then recommitted, and Messrs. Taylor and Sherman 
were added to the committee, with an instruction to consider the 
subject generally, and report thereon. Mr. Johnston, on the 3d S. Journal, 
of January, reported amendments to the bill, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. The subject was again taken up on the 
4th, and was postponed, by daily motions, after debate, until the 
17th, when the report was adopted in an amended form, and the 
bill was ordered to be amended accordingly. On the 18lh, the 
bill was read a third time, and being further amended, it was 
moved to strike out five hundred dollars, for the purpose of in- 
serting a less sum in section 4th, the penalty on “ any person who 
shall knowingly and wilfully obstruct, or hinder such claimant, 
his agent or attorney, in so seizing or arresting such fugitive from 
labour, or shall rescue such fugitive from such claimant, lus agent 
or attorney, when so arrested, pursuant to the authority herein 
given or declared ; or shall harbour or conceal such person, after 
notice that he or she was a fugitive from labour, as aforesaid.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, and the bill was 
then passed. 

The bill received its tirst and second reading on the 21st, and H. Journal, 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 4th 
of February, the bill was considered in committee, and was re- Id. p. 689. 
ported with an amendment, which was then agreed to by the 
house. The bill was read a third time on the 5lh, and was Id. p. 690. 
passed by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudi- 
not, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grecnough, Gregg, Griffin, 

Grove, Hartley, Hillhousc, Hindman, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kit- 
chell, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Macon, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 
ray, Orr, Page, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, I. Smith, W. 

Smith, Steele, Sufnptcr, Tucker, Wadsworth, White, William- 
son, Willis. — 48. 

Noes — Messrs. Livermore, Mercer, Niles, Parker, Sturges, 
Thatcher, Tredwcil. — 7. 

The amendment made by the House of Representatives, which 
was, to strike out the word deemed ” from the first line of the 
first section, w^as considered in the Senate 5th of Februa- s. Journal, 

ry, and was concurred in, so that the bill was then finally passed. P- 


Ist Con^rew. Early in the first session of the first Congress, on the 13th of 1789. 
May, a committee was appointed in the Senate, consisting of 
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Messrs. Johnson, Read, Langdon, Morris, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, and 
Gunn, to report a bill defining the crimes and offences that shall 
be cognizable under the authority of the United States, and their 
punishment. And, on the 28th of July, Mr. Johnson, from this 
committee, presented a bill, entitled “An act for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States;” which was read the 
first time, immediately; and, on the 3d of August, received the se- 
cond reading. The bill subsequently occupied the Senate on the 
11th, 12th, and 13th, when it was ordered to the third reading; 
and, on the 18th, 26th, and 27th, it was further considered and dis- 
cussed, and was directed to be engrossed. On the 31st, the bill was 
passed, and sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

The bill was read the first and second time, in the House, on 
the 2d and 3d of September, and was then committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house; and, on the 16th, the further consi- 
deration of the bill was postponed until the next session of Con- 
gress. 


1789. 


S. JounuJ, 
p. 25. 


Id. p. 48. 


Id.p.51.58, 

59. 


H. Journal, 
p.61, 65. 

Id. p. 68. 

II. Jounial, 
p.96. 112. 


2 d seBsion. At tlic ncxt scssion, on the 26th of January, J790, the Senate 1790. 

Bill report- again appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Ellsworth, s. Journal, 
td ag^ain. Strong, Paterson, and Hawkins, to report ‘‘a bill de- 

fining the crimes and offences that shall be cognizable under the 
authority of the United States, and their punishment;” and Mr. 
Ellsworth, on the same day, reported the bill, which w^as imme- 
[S. B. 6.] diately read the first time. The Senate was engaged in the se- 
cond reading of the bill during the 27th and 28th ; when it was 
read the third time, and the fourth section was amended, to read 
as follows : — 

“ That the Court before whom any person shall be convicted H. Journal, 
of the crime of murder, for which he or she shall be sentenced to 
suffer death, may, at their discretion, add to the judgment, that 
the body of such offender shall be delivered to a surgeon, for dis- 
section ; and the marshal, who is to cause such sentence to be 
executed, shall, accordingly, deliver the body of such offender, af- 
ter execution done, to such surgeon as the court shall direct, for 
the purpose aforesaid: Provided — That such surgeon, or some 
other person by him appointed for the purpose, shall attend, to 
receive and take zwvay the dead body, at the time of the execu- 
tion of such offender.” 

The bill was then passed, and sent to the House of Represen- 
tatives for concurrence. In the house, the bill received the first 
reading on the 29th, and, on the Ist of February, was read the 
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second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. H. Journal, 

The bill was considered, in committee of the whole, on the 5th, fgj 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th of April, when several amendments were 

reported, which, after being amended by the Senate, were agreed 

to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading ; and, on the 10th, id. p. 192. 

the bill was read the third time, and passed in the amended 

form. 

On the return of the bill, as amended, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the amendments of the House of Representatives, on the S. Journal, 
13th and 14th; when the following resolution was adopted: — 

Resolved — That they do agree to the amendments proposed 
in the 1st, 3d, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 10th, 17th, 18th, 

23d, 25tli, and 27th sections; to the proposed amendments in sec- 
tion 19, line 1; section 20, line 1; section 20, lines 9 and 10; and 
in the additional clause proposed to the bill — 

‘‘That they do disagree to the amendments in section 19, line 
2 ; section 20, line 3; section 20, line 2; and that they do agree 
to the amendments in section 28, with an amendment.^^ 

On the 19th, the House of Representatives receded from the H.Jounul, 
amendments which had been disagreed to by the Senate, and ac- P* 
quiesced in the modification proposed by the latter to the 28th 
section. 


On the 21st of September, 1789, the Senate passed and sent to 1780. 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, the following joint 
resolution : — 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of RepresetUalives of the United S. Journal, 
States of America, in Congress assembled — That it be recommended P* 
to the legislatures of the several states, to pass laws, making it 
expressly the duty of the keepers of their gaols to receive, and 
safe keep therein, all prisoners committed under the authority of 
the United States, until they shall be discharged by due course 
of the laws thereof; under the like penalties as in the case of pri- 
soners committed under the authority of such states respectively: 
the United States to pay for the use and keeping of such gaols, 
at the rate of fifty cents per month for each prisoner that shall, 
under their authority, be committed thereto, during the time such 
prisoners shall be therein confined; and also, to support such of 
said prisoners as shall be committed for ofiences.” 

Tlie resolution was agreed to by tlie House of Representatives, h. journaJ, 

p. 116. 
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i 6 t Congress. At the next session, on the 5th of April, 1790, the President h Tonmai 

— ^ of the United States transmitted to Congress, the copy of an act P* 

of the legislature of New York, communicated to him by the go- 
vernor of the state, entitled “ An act declaring it to be the duty 
of the sherifis of the several counties within this state, to receive, 
and safe keep, such prisoners as shall be committed under the au- 
thority of the United States.” 

3 d Session. On the 3d of March, 1791 , at the third session of this Congress, 1791 . 

the House of Representatives agreed to the following joint rcso- H. Journal, 
lution : — P’ 

Joint rcso- Whereas, Congress did, by a resolution of the twcnty-tliird of 
September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, recom- 
marshal to mend to the several states to pass laws, making it expressly the 
forL^fine- keepers of their jails to receive and keep safe therein, 

mentofpri- all prisoners committed under the authority of the United States; 
toners. order, therefore, to ensure the administration of justice — 

** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled — That, in case any 
state shall not have complied with the said recommendation, the 
marshal, in such state, under the direction of the judge of the 
district, be authorized to hife a convenient place, to serve as a 
temporary jail ; and to make the necessary provision for the safe 
keeping of prisoners committed under the authority of the United 
States, until permanent provision shall be made, by law, for that 
purpose; and the said marshal shall be allowed his reasonable ex- 
penses incurred for the above purposes, to be paid out of the trea- 
sury of the United States.” 

And, on the same day, the Senate concurred in this resolution. S. Journal, 

p. 311. 


Ist Con press. On the 21 st of July, 1790, a petition of John Tucker, clerk of 

the Supreme Court of the United States, was presented to the H. Journal, 
Petition House of Representatives, praying that the expense of procuring P* 

Tuc^^r seals for the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the United States, 
may be defrayed. This petition was ordered to lie on the table ; 
and the subject was not acted on in a distinct form. 

M Session. At the next session, on the 12th of February, 1791, a petition 1791. 
Petition of from the same individual was presented to the House of Repre- h. Journal, 
lucker. sentatives, praying compensation for his peist services and ex- 
penses, as clerk to the Supreme Court of the United States; which 
VoL I. — 34 
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ist Congress, was referred to the committee of the whole house, to which had 

3d Session. . « , , 

been committed the bill providing compensations for clerks, mar- 
shals, and jurors. This petition was, on the 28th, referred to ii. Jouma], 
Messrs. Gerry, Hartley, and Seney. The following report was 
made on the 3d of March, and agreed to by the House : — i«l- P- 402. 

“ That the petition, being unaccompanied with a stated account 
of the petitioner's expenses, and the petitioner being absent, the 
committee cannot ascertain, with precision, the amount of his 
Petition 5 therefore, recommend that the further consideration 

postponed, of the said petition be deferred until the next session of Congress.” 


2(1 congrew. At thc first scssion of thc sccond Congress, on the (>th of March, 1792-9?^. 
— ~ ^ Mr. Tucker again presented his petition to the House of Repre- H. Journal, 
sentatives, and it was referred to Messrs. Sedgwick, Murray, and 
Baldwin ; and Mr. Sedgwick made a report on the 8th, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. This report was not taken up id. p. 660 . 
for consideration until the next session; and, on the 1st of Janua- 
ry, 1793, the following resolution was adopted: — 

2 d scMion. “ Resolved — That a committee be appointed to prepare and 

Petition of bring in a bill providing for the allowance and payment of 

Tucker. dollars to thc said John Tucker, to compensate him for his ex- 
penses and services, and for money paid by him as clerk of the 
Supreme Court of thc United States.” 

A committee, consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Murray, and 
Baldwin, was then appointed. And on the 2d, Mr. Sedgwick id. p. 661 . 
[H.B.213.] presented a bill to compensate John Tucker, which was read 
thc first and second lime, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. The bill was considered in committee of thc 
whole, on the IHtli of January, when it was reported with an id. p. 675 , 
amendment, which was agreed to by thc house ; and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for thc third reading. On the 21st, id. p. 693 . 
the bill was recommitted to a committee of the whole house; 
and was again taken up in committee on the Cth of February, 
when it was again reported with an amendment, which was 
agreed to by the house. The bill was then read the third time; 

B'll re’ect question, that it do pass, it was determined in the 

cd. negative. So the bill was rejected. 
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Opt the 25th of January, 1791, a petition was presented to the H. Journal 
House of Representatives from Alexander Contee Hanson, pray- P* 
ing compensation for expenses incurred in consequence of an ap- 
pointment of the late Congress; which was referred to the secre- 
tary of the treasury. 


The report of the secretary of the treasury on this petition 1792. 
was received by the house on the 30th of April, 1792, and was ll. Journal, 
then ordered to lie on the table. And, on the 41h of February, P-^^2.689. 
1793, the house proceeded to consider this report, and adopted 
the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That the accounting officers of the treasury be 
authorized to liquidate and pay the account of Alexander Con- 
tee Hanson, for travelling expenses and attendance at New 
York, as one of the judges appointed by the general government 
to determine a controversy between the stales of South Carolina 
and Georgia, which was, without his knowledge, compromised; 
and that the allowance be the same as that provided by law for 
the travelling expenses and attendance of the present members 
of Congress.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Mercer, Page, and Sturges, 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution. On the id. p. 690. 
5th, Mr. Mercer, from this committee, presented a bill to make 
compensation to Alexander Contee Hanson; whicii w’as then 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 13th of February, when several amendments were id. p. 701, 
reported, which were agreed to by the house; and the question 
being then on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, 
it was decided in the negative. 

So the bill was rejected. 


In reference to the limes and places of holding the United 1790. 
States Courts, several acts of Congress were passed during the ii. journal, 
first term of the administration of General Wa.shington. P* 

On the 30th of April, 1790, leave was given by the House of 
Representatives to bring in a bill, or bills, to alter one of the 
places of holding District Courts in Pennsylvania ; and Messrs. 

Boudinot, Scott, and Seney, were appointed for that purpose. It 
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M S«fon“‘ appear that any report was made by this committee. 

On the 7th of August, a bill for altering the times of holding the S. Journal, 

Soutli Ca- courts in South (Sirolina and Georgia was read twice, and on P* 294,205. 

Geor^”^ the 9th, was passed by the Senate. In the House of Represen- h. journal, 
tatives the bill received its first and second reading, was amend- P* 
ed in committee, and passed on the same day. And the Senate s. Journal, 
immediately concurred in the amendment of the House. The P- 206 , 
amendment was a provision that the District Court of Pennsyl- 
vania shall, in future, be held in the city of Philadelphia, only, 
and an addition to this efifcct was made to the title. 


sdcongregg. On the 20th of March, 1792, Mr. Johnston obtained the una- 1792. 

Iflt SegBjon. 

nimous consent of the Senate for the introduction of a bill to al- S. Joumal, 
Circuit ter the times of holding certain of the Circuit Courts of the P*412,4L>. 
apporSon-^ United States,* and the bill liaving been introduced, was then 
merit of la- read a first and second time, and referred to Messrs. Johnston, 
mong^ the Sherman, and Strong, with an instruction to the committee “ to 
judges. bring in a clause to establish such rotation in the attendance of 
the judges at the Circuit Courts as may best apportion the bur- 
den, and not impede the discharge of the duties of their office.’* 

From this committee, Mr. Johnston, on the following day, report- 
ed several amendments to the bill, which were agreed to; and, on 
the 22d, being amended, the bill was read a third lime andid. p. 414. 
passed. In the House of Representatives, the bill was read a li. Journal, 
first time on the 23d of March. It received its second reading, 
and was committed to a committee of the whole on the 24th. id. p. 546, 
The bill was passed through the committee on the 7th of April, 
and was reported without amendment. And, on the 9th, being id.p.569— 
amended in the House, it received its third reading, and was 
passed. The amendments of the House were concurred in by S. Journal, 
the Senate on the 10th of April. p. 423. 

sd seggion. Agreeably to nolicc given on the preceding day, Mr. Bradley, 1793 . 

Courts in 9^ ^^9 1st of February, 1793, brought into the Senate a bill, s. Journal, 
Vejnwnt^h “ for altering the time and place of holding the Circuit Court in P* 

Carolina, fb® district of Vermont which was then read a first time. 

The bill was read a second time, and committed to Messrs. Ru- id. p. 482. 
therford, Brown, and Bradley, on the 8th, and on the 23d, sun- 
dry amendments were reported by this committee and agreed to. 

The bill was further amended on the 25th, and was passed with 
the following title — ** An act for altering the places of holding 
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the Qrcuit Courts in the district of Vermont and North Caroli- 
na, and for other purposes.” In the House of Representatives, H. Journal, 
the bill received its first and second reading, and vras committed P’ 
to a committee of the whole house. On the 25th, several amend- id. p. 720. 
ments to the bill were made in committee on the 27th, which 
were agreed to by the house, and the bill, with the amendments, 
was then recommitted to Messrs. Livermore, Sedgwick, and B. 

Bourne. Mr. Livermore, on the 28th, reported several amend- id. p. 723. 
ments, which were agreed to; and the bill was read a third 
time and passed, with the title so modified as to read — ‘‘ An act 
to alter the times and places of holding the Circuit Courts in the 
Eastern district, and in North Carolina, and for other purposes.” s. Joumul, 
The Senate, on the same day, concurred in the amendments. 


The legislative proceedings concerning the admission of Kentucky and Vcmiont 1790. 
to be states of the Union, are subjoined to this chapter. 

In the message of the President to the two houses, at the 
opening of the third session of the first Congress, the following 
sentence occurs: — 

“ Since your last sessions, I have received communications, by 
which it appears, that the district of Kentucky, at present a part 
of Virginia, has concurred in certain propositions contained in a 
law of that state; in consequence of which, the district is to 
become a distinct member of the Union, in case the requisite 
sanction of Congress be added. For this sanction, application is 
now made,” &c. 

On the 9th of December, the President transmitted to the 
two houses the following papers connected with the subject : — 

“ Danville, October ^ih, 1790. 

Sir: By order of convention, I now enclose to you a copy g, journal, 
of the resolutions of convention, respecting the separation of the p- 219, 220. 
district of Kentucky from the state of Virginia, and their address p 
to the President and Congress of the United States. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

George Meeter, 

President of the Convention, 

The President of the United States,^^ 

“ District of Kentucky, to wit: 

“ In Convention, July 28 th, 1790. 

Besolved — That it is expedient for, and the will of, the good 
people of the district of Kentucky, that the same be erected into an 
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ut^ongress. independent state, on the terms and conditions specified in an act 
of the Virginia assembly, passed the 18th day of December, 1789, 
tions^^^^md ‘ ^ct concerning the erection of the district of Ken- 

memorial tucky into an independent state/ 

of Kcntuc- Mesolved — That we, the representatives of the people of 

Kentucky, duly elected in pursuance of an act of the legislature 
of Virginia, passed the 18th day of December, 1789, entitled 
^ An act concerning the erection of the district of Kentucky into 
an independent state,’ and now met in convention, having, with 
full powers, maturely investigated the expediency of the pro- 
posed separation on the terms and conditions specified in the 
above recited act, do, by these presents, and in behalf of the 
people of Kentucky, accept the terms and conditions, and do 
declare that, on the 1st day of June, 1792, the said district of 
Kentucky shall become a state separate from, and independent 
of, the government of Virginia, and that the said articles become 
a solemn compact, binding on the said people.” 

To the President^ and the Honourable the Congress of the United 
States of America : — 

The memorial of the representatives of the people of Ken- 
tucky, in convention assembled, pursuant to an act of the legis- 
lature of Virginia, passed the 18th of December, 1789, entitled 
* An act concerning the erection of the district of Kentucky into 
an independent state,’ humhhj shoivetJi , — 

That the inhabitants of this country are warmly devoted to 
the American Union, and as firmly attached to the present hap- 
py establishment of the federal government, as any of the citi- 
zens of the United States. 

That, migrating from thence, they have, with great hazard 
and dilficulty, effected their present settlements. The hope of 
increasing numbers could alone have supported the early adven- 
turers under these arduous exertions. They have the satisfac- 
tion to find that hope verified. At this day, the population and 
strength of this country render it fully able, in the opinion of 
your memorialists, to form and support an efficient domestic go- 
vernment. 

/^The inconveniences resulting from its local situation, as a 
part of Virginia, at first but little felt, have, for some time, been 
objects of their most serious attention, which occasioned appli- 
cation to the legislature of Virginia for redress. 

Here your memorialists would acknowledge, with peculiar 
pleasure, the benevolence of Virginia in permitting them to re- 
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move the evils arising from that source, by assuming upon them- 
selves a state of independence. 

This they have thought expedient to do, on the terms and 
conditions stipulated in the above recited act, and fixed on the 
first day of June, 1792, as the period when the said indepen- 
dence shall commence. 

“ It now remains with the President and the Congress of the 
United States to sanction these proceedings, by an act of their 
honourable legislature, prior to the first day of November, 1791 , 
for the purpose of receiving into the federal Union, the people 
of Kentucky, by the name of the State of Kentucky. 

Should this determination of your memorialists meet the 
approbation of the general government, they have to call a con- 
vention to form a constitution, subsequently to the act of Con- 
gress, and prior to the day fixed for the independence of this 
country. 

‘‘When your memorialists reflect on Ihe present comprehen- 
sive system of federal government, and when they also recollect 
the determination of a former Congress on this subject, they are 
left without a doubt that the object of their wishes will be ac- 
complished. 

“ And your memorialists, as in duty bound, shall for ever pray. 

“ George Meeter, /V. 

Thomas Todd, Clerk of the. €oin\eni lot iP 

The papers were ordered by the House of Representatives to 
lie on the table. In the Senate, on the 14th of December, s. JoumuJ, 
Messrs. Schuyler, Monroe, and Johnson, were appointed a com- P- 
mittee to consider and report upon the subject. And on the 3d la. p, 
of January, 1791, Mr. Schuyler, from this committee, made the 
following report: — 

“That it appears to the committee, that th*e General Assem- 17()I. 
bly of the commonwealth of Virginia, did, (upon the application 
of the inhabitants residing in the district of Kentucky, part of 
the commonwealth of Virginia, to be separated therefrom, to the 
intent that the said district might become an independent stale, 
and a member of the union of the United States of America,) by 
act of the legislature, passed on the eighteenth day of December, 

1789, entitled, ‘ An act concerning the erection of the district of 
Kentucky into an independent slate;’ assent to the independence 
of the said district, on certain conditions stipulated and contained 
in the said act, a printed copy whereof is hereby submitted. 

“ That it appears from the papers referred to the consideration 
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of the committee, that a convention of deputies from the several 
counties in the said district was held in conformity to the said 
act, which, in the name and on behalf of the people whom they 
represented, declared it as the will of the said people to be erect- 
ed into an independent state, on the terms and conditions speci- 
fied in the said act of the commonwealth of Virginia. 

« That by the memorial of the said convention to Congress, 
bearing date the 28th of July, 1790, praying to be received into 
the federal Union, by the name of the state of Kentucky, it is 
declared that the people of the said district ^ are as warmly de- 
voted to the American Union, and as firmly attached to the pre- 
sent happy establishment of the federal government, as any of 
the citizens of the United States.’ 

That from such information as the committee have been 
able to procure, the inhabitants resident in the said district are 
sulficienlly numerous for all the purposes of an independent state. 

<< That from these facts, the committee have concluded that 
it would be proper for Congress to consent that the said district 
should become an independent state, and admitted as a member 
of the United States of America, and that a bill should be pre- 
pared for that purpose.” 

This report was accepted, and the committee were ordered to s. Journal, 
prepare a bill accordingly. A bill was reported and received P-231,232, 
its first and second reading on the 4th of January. The bill was 
considered on the 5th, the 7th, and the 12th. It was then passed, 
with the following title: An act declaring the consent of Con- 
gress that a new state be formed within the jurisdiction of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, and admitted into the Union, by the 
name of the stale of Kentucky.” On the 12th and 13lh, the H. Journal, 
bill was read a first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house, in the House of Representatives. On 
the 28th of January, the bill was considered in committee of the id. p. 366. 
whole, reported without amendment, and passed. 

Concerning the admission of the state of Vermont, the fol- 
lowing documents appear on the Journals of Congress. 

On the 9th of February, 1791, the following message was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses: — 

“ United States^ February 9th, 1791. s. Journal, 

“ Gentiemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives : — P^^ 

I have received from the governor of Vermont, authentic H. Journal, 
documents expressing the consent of the legislatures of New 
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York, and of the territory of Vermont, that the said territory 
shall be admitted to be a distinct member of our Union; and a 
memorial of Nathaniel Chapman and Lewis R. Morris, commis- 
sioners from the said territory, praying the consent of Congress 
to that admission, by the name and style of the State of Vermont; 
copies of which I now lay before Congress, with whom the Con- 
stitution has vested the object of these proceedings. 

G. Washington. 

The people of the stale of New York, by the grace of God, 
free and independent t 

To all to tvhom these presents shall come, greeting: 

Know ye, that we, having inspected the records remaining 
in our secretary’s office, do find there a certain original act, in 
the words and figures following; to wit: ‘‘An act appointing 
commissioners with powxr to declare the consent of the legis- 
lature of this state, that a certain territory, within the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, should be formed or erected into a new state. ^ Be 
it enacted, by the people of the State of JVcw York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same — That Robert Yates, Robert R. Livingston, John Lansing, 
jr., Gulian Verplanck^ Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Richard 
Sill, and Melancton Smith, shall be, and hereby are, appointed 
commissioners, with full power to them, or any four or more of 
them, in their discretion, as they shall judge the peace and in- 
terest of the United States in general, and of this state in parti- 
cular, to require the same, and on such terms and conditions, and 
in such manner and form as they shall judge necessary and pro- 
per, to declare the consent of the legislature of this state, that 
such district or territory within the jurisdiction, and in the north- 
eastern and northern parts thereof, as the said commissioners 
shall judge most convenient, shall be formed and erected into a 
a new state; and with further full power to treat, conclude, and 
agree, with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies 
of people, touching the premises, or touching the ceding or re- 
linquishing the jurisdiction of this state over such district or ter- 
ritory, or touching the securing or confirming of rights, titles, or 
possessions, of land within such district or territory, held or 
claimed under grants from the state of New Hampshire, while 
a colony, or under grants, sales, or locations, made by the au- 
thority of the government or jurisdiction now existing and ex- 
ercised in the north-eastern parts of this state^ under the name 
VoL. L— 35 
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or style of the Stale of Vermont, against persons claiming the 
same lands under grants from this state, while a colony, or since 
the independence thereof: and every act of four or more of 
the commissioners hereby appointed, in the execution of the 
powers aforesaid, shall be as effectual to every purpose, as if the 
same were an immediate act of the legislature of this state: Pro- 
vided such grants, sales, or locations, by or under Vermont, 
do not extend to the westward of the towns granted, located, or 
occupied, under the late colony of New Hampshire, which lay 
in that part of the country aforesaid, between the north boun- 
dary of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, continued from 
the north-west corner thereof, towards Hudson’s river, and a pa- 
rallel line extended eastward from the point of land where Fort 
Edward formerly stood, until it meets with the west bounds of 
any of the said granted, located, or occupied towns. And be it 
further enacted, by the authority aforesaid — That, whatever stipu- 
lations shall be made, by the commissioners appointed by this 
act, with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies of 
people, touching the premises, or touching the ceding or relin- 
quishing the jurisdiction of this state over such district or terri- 
tory, or touching the securing of rights, titles, or possessions, of 
lands within such district, for a compensation for extinguishing 
the claims to lands within such districts, as derived under the 
late colony of New York, shall be for the use of such claimants, 
although in such stipulations such compensation should be de- 
clared to be for the use of this state, or for the people thereof: 
and that nothing in this act contained shall be intended or con- 
strued to give any such claimant any right to any further com- 
pensation w’hatsoever from this stale, other than such compensa- 
tion which may be so stipulated as aforesaid. And be it further 
enacted by the authority aforesaid — That the act, entitled ‘ An act 
appointing commissioners, with power to declare the consent of 
the legislature of the stale of New York, that a certain territory 
within the jurisdiction thereof, should be formed or erected into 
a new State,’ passed the sixteenth day of July, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, shall be, and hereby is, 
repealed.” 

** State of New York, 

“ Jn Assembly, February 20, 1790. 

<< The bill having been read the third time, Resolved — That 
the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly. 

‘^Gulian Verplanck, Speakerd^ 
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** State of New York, 

“ In Senate, February 27, 1790. 

The bill having been read the third time, Resolved — That 
the bill do pass. 

By order of the Senate. 

Isaac Roosevelt, 

“ President pro hac viceP 

“ In Council of Revision, 6th of March, 1790. 

“ Resolved — That it does not appear improper to the council, 
that this bill, entitled * An act appointing commissioners with 
power to declare the consent of the legislature of this state, that 
a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, should be 
formed or erected into a new state,’ should become a law of the 
state. 

“ Geo. CciNTOPf. 

All which we have exemplified by these presents. In testi- 
mony whereof, we have caused these our letters to be made pa- 
tent, and the great seal of our said state to be hereunto aflixcd. 
Witness our trusty and well beloved George Clinton, esq., gover- 
nor of our said state, general and commander-in-chief of all the 
militia, and admiral of the navy of the same, at our city of New 
York, the first day of February, 1791, and in the fifteenth year 
of our independence. 

“ Geo. Cliivtopt. 

Passed the Secretary's office, 2d Feb. 1791. 

Robert Harper, Dcp. Secret anj I"* 

“ To all to whom these presents shall come : — 

Be it knoim — That Robert Yates, John Lansing, jr., Gulian 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, and Melancton 
Smith, commissioners, appointed by an act ol* the legislature of 
the state of New York, entitled ‘ An act appointing commission- 
ers, with power to declare the consent of the legislature of this 
state, that a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, 
should be formed into a new state,’ passed the sixth day of March 
last, do hereby, by virtue of the powers to them granted for the 
purpose, declare the consent of the legislature of the state of 
New York, that the community now actually exercising indepen- 
dent jurisdiction as the state of Vermont, be admitted into the 
Union of the United States of America; and that immediately 
from such admission, all claim of jurisdiction, of the state of New 
York, within the state of Vernaont, shall cease; and thenceforth, 
the perpetual boundary line, between the state of New York 
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M state of Vermont, shall be as follows; namely : Beginning 

at the north-west corner of the state of Massachusetts; thence, 

York.^^^'^ westward, along the south boundary of the township of Pownal, 
to the south-west corner thereof; thence, northerly, along the wes- 
tern boundaries of the townships of Pownal, Bennington, Shafts- 
hury, Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlett, Wells, and Poult- 
ney, as the said townships are now held or possessed, to the river 
commonly called Poultney river; thence, down the same, through 
the middle of the deepest channel thereof, to East Bay; thence 
through the middle of ihe deepest channel of East Bay, and the 
waters thereof, to where the same communicate with Lake Cham- 
plain; thence, through the middle of the deepest channel of Lake 
Champlain, to the eastward of the islands called the Four Brothers, 
and the westward of the islands called Grand Isle and Long Isle, or 
the Two Heroes, and to the westward of the Isle La Motte, to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude. And the said commissioners do 
hereby declare the will of the legislature of the state of New 
York, that, if the legislature of the state of Vermont shall, on or 
before the first day of January, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, declare, that the state of Vermont shall, 
pn or before the first day of June, in the year one thousand se- 
ven hundred and ninety-four, pay, to the state of New York, the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars, that immediately from such de- 
claration by the legislature of the state of Vermont, all rights 
and titles to lands within the state of Vermont, under grants from 
the government of the late colony of New York, or from the 
state of New York, except as hereinafter excepted, shall cease; 
or, if the legislature of the state of Vermont shall not elect to 
make such declaration, then, that, except in cases where the 
grants from New York were intended as confirmations of grants 
from New Hampsiiire, all rights and titles under grants from the 
government of the late colony of New York, or from the state of 
New York, to lands within the state of Vermont, which may 
have been granted by the government of the colony of New 
Hampshire, shall cease, and the boundaries, according to which 
such grants from the government of the late colony of New 
Hampshire have been held or possessed, shall be deemed to be 
the true boundaries. And the said commissioners do hereby fur- 
ther declare the will of the legislature of the state of New York, 
that all rights and titles to lands within the state of Vermont, un- 
der grants from the government of the late colony of New York, 
or from the state of New York, and not granted by the govern- 
ment of the late colony of New Hampshire, shall be suspended 
until the expiration of three years after the governor of the 
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state of Vermont, for the time being, shall have been notified that 
a commissioner, to be appointed by the state of New York, after 
the first day of January, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, and to reside and hold a public office at the 
city of Albany, shall have entered upon the execution of his 
office. And if, within one year after such notification, there shall 
be delivered to such commissioner, either the original or a certi- 
fied abstract, containing the date, the names of the grantees, and 
the boundaries of a grant from New York; and if, thereupon, at 
any time before the expiration of the said term of three years 
above mentioned, there shall be paid to such commissioner at 
the rate of ten cents per acre for the whole, or any parcel of the 
lands contained in such grant from New York, all right and title 
under such grant shall, in respect to the lands for which payment 
shall so be made, cease ,* and a receipt, under the haad and seal 
of such commissioner, specifying the land for which pjiyment 
shall be made, shall be evidence of the payment; and, in default 
of delivering the original, or such certified abstract of the grant 
to the commissioner, within the said term of one year, for that 
purpose above limited, all right and title under the grant, in re- 
spect of which there shall be such default of delivery, shall 
cease ; but, where the original or certified abstract of the grant 
shall be duly delivered to the commissioner; and if, thereupon, 
payment shall not be duly made to the commissioner, the right 
and title under the grant, in respect to the lands for which pay- 
ment shall not be made, shall remain ; and suits for the recovery 
of such lands may be prosecuted in the ordinary course of law : 
Provided the suit be commenced within ten years after the 
state of Vermont shall have been admitted into the Union of the 
United States; otherwise the right and title, under the grant from 
New York, shall in such case also cease. In, testimony whereof, 
the said commissioners have hereunto set their hands, and affixed 
their seals, the seventh day of October, in the fifteenth year of 
the independence of the United Slates of America, 1790. 

Egbert Bensox, 

Witnesses, Gulian Verplanck, 

Richard Varick, Robert Yates, 

Alexander Hamilton, Melancton Smith, 

Samuel Jones, Simeon De Witt, 

Robert Benson, John Lansing, jr. 

“ An Act directing the payment of thirty thousand dollars to ih£ State 
of New Yorkf and declaring what shall he the boundary line be- 
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tvjeen the State of Vermont and State of JVew York, and declaring 

certain grants therein mentioned^ extinguished, 

^‘Whereas Robert Yates, John Lansing, junior, Gulian Ver- 
planck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, and Melancton Smith, 
esquires, commissioners appointed by an act of the legislature of 
the state of New York, entitled, ^ An act appointing commission- 
ers with power to declare the consent of the legislature of the 
state of New York that a certain territory within the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, should be formed into a new state;’ passed the fifth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety, did, by their certain acts, on the seventh day 
of October instant, at New York, by virtue of, the powers to 
them granted for that purpose, among other things, declare the 
consent of the legislature of the state of New York, that the state 
of Vermont be admitted into the Union of the United States of 
America; and that immediately from such admission, all claims 
of jurisdiction of the state of New York, within the state of Ver- 
mont, should cease, and thenceforth the perpetual boundary line 
between the state of New York and the state of Vermont should 
be as follows; namely: Beginning at the north-west corner of 
the state of Massachusetts; thence westward along the south 
boundary of Pownal, to the north-west corner thereof; thence, 
northerly, along the western boundaries of the townships of 
Pownal, Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington, Sandgale, Rupert, 
Pawlett, Wells, and Poultney, as the said townships are now 
held or possessed, to the river commonly called Poultney river; 
thence down the same, through the middle of the deepest chan- 
nel thereof, to East Bay; thence through the middle of the 
deepest channel of East Bay and the waters thereof, to where 
the same communicate with Lake Champlain; thence through 
the middle of the 'deepest channel of Lake Champlain, to the 
eastward of the islands called the Four Brothers, and the west- 
ward of the islands called the Grand Isle and Long Isle, or the 
Two Heroes, and to the westward of the Isle La Motte, to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude. And the said commission- 
ers, by virtue of the powers to them granted, did declare the 
will of the legislature of the state of New York, that if the legis- 
lature of the stale of Vermont should, on or before the first day 
of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, declare, 
that, on or before the first day of June, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, the said state of Vermont would pay to 
the state of New York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, 
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immediately from such declaration by the legislature of the state 
of Vermont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Ver- 
mont, under grants from the government of the late colony of 
New York, or from the state of New York, except as is therein 
excepted, should cease: wherefore, 

It is hereby enacted^ by the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont — That the state of Vermont shall, on or before the 
first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, pay 
the state of New York thirty thousand dollars; and the treasurer of 
this state, for and in behalf of this state, and for the purposes men- 
tioned in the act of the commissioners aforesaid, shall pay to the 
state of New York, the sum of thirty thousand dollars, on or 
before the first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety -four. And it is hereby further enacted — That the said 
line, described in the said act of the said commissioners, shall, 
henceforth, be the perpetual boundary line between the state of 
Vermont and the state of New York; and all grants, charters, or 
patents of land, lying within the state of Vermont, made by or 
under the government of the late colony of New York, except 
such grants, charters, or patents, as were made in confirmation 
of grants, charters, or patents, made by or under the govern- 
ment of the late province or colony of New Hampshire, are 
hereby declared null and void, and incapable of being given in 
evidence in any court of law within this state.” 

“ Stoic of Vemvmty Secretary’s Office, 

** Bennington, January 21, 1791. 

<< The preceding is a true copy of an act, passed by the legisla- 
ture of the state of Vermont, the twenty-eighth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

Attest, Roswell Hopkins, Secretary of Stated^ 

An act to authorize the people of this State to meet in Con- 
vention, to deliberate upon, and agree to, the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, 

Whereas, in the opinion of this legislature, the future inte- 
rest and welfare of this state render it necessary that the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, as agreed to by the con- 
vention at Philadelphia, on the 17th day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
with the several amendments and alterations, as the same has 
been since established by the United States, should be laid be- 
fore the people of this state, for their approbation: 
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** It is hereby enacted, by the General Assembly of the State of Ver- 
mont — That the first constable in each town shall warn the in- 
habitants^ who by law are entitled to vote for representatives in 
General Assembly, in the same manner as they warn freemen’s 
meetings to meet in their respective towns, on the first Tuesday 
of December next, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon, at the several 
places fixed by law for holding the annual elections j and, when 
so met, they shall proceed, in the same manner as in the election 
of representatives, to choose some suitable person from each 
town, to serve as a delegate in a state convention, for the pur- 
pose of deliberating upon, and agreeing to the Constitution of 
the United States, as now established. And the said constable 
shall certify to the state convention the person so chosen in 
manner aforesaid; and, 

It is hereby enacted, by the authority aforesaid — That the persons 
so elected to serve in state convention, as aforesaid, do assemble 
and meet together on the first Thursday of January next, at Ben- 
nington, in the county of Bennington, then and there to deli- 
berate upon the aforesaid Constitution of the United States, and, 
if approved of by them, finally to assent to, and ratify the same, 
in behalf and on the part of the people of this state, and make 
report thereof to the governor of this state for the time being, 
to be by him communicated to the President of the United 
States, and the legislature of this state.” 

“ State of Vermont, Secretary's Office, 

, “ Bennington, January 21, 1791. 

<< The preceding is a true copy of an act passed by the legis- 
lature of the state of Vermont, the twenty-seventh day of Oc- 
tober, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety. 

Attest, , Roswell Hopkins, Secretary of Statef^ 

“ In Convention of the Delegates of the People of the State of 
Vermont : 

Whereas, by an act of the commissioners of the state of 
New York, done at New York, the seventh day of October, in 
the fifteenth year of the independence of the United States of 
America, and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety, every impediment, as well on the part of the 
state of New York as on the part of the state of Vermont, to 
the admission of the state of Vermont into the Union of the 
United States of America, is removed, in full faith and assurance 
that the same will stand approved and ratified by Congress: 
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This convention having impartially deliberated upon the 
Constitution of the United States of America, as now established, 
submitted to us by an act of the General Assembly of the state 
of Vermont, passed October twenty-seventh, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, do, in virtue of the power and authority 
to us given for that purpose, fully and entirely approve of, as- 
sent to, and ratify, the said Constitution; and declare that, imme- 
diately from and after this state shall be admitted by the Con- 
gress into the Union, and to a full participation of the benefits 
of the government now enjoyed by the states in the Union, the 
same shall be binding on us, and the people of the state of Ver- 
mont, for ever. 

“ Done at Bennington, in the county of Bennington, the tenth 
day of January, in the fifteenth year of the independence 
of the United States of America, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one. In testimony whereof, we have 
hereunto subscribed our names. 

Thomas Chittenden, President. 

Signed by one hundred and five members: dissented, four. 

Attest, Roswell Hotkins, Secretary of Convention^ 

'‘State of Vermonty Secretary's Officey 
JBenningion, January 21, 1791. 

The preceding is a true copy of the original act of the con- 
vention of the state of Vermont, done at Bennington, the tenth 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

Attest, Roswell Hopkins, Secretary of Statc.^^ 

“ By his Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Captain Gene- 
ral, Governor, and Commandcr-in-chief, in and over the State 
of Vermont. 

This certifies that Roswell Hopkins, Esqi, is secretary to 
the state of Vermont, and that all due faith and credence ought 
to be given to attestations by him oflicially made. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of this state 
to be afiixed, in council, this twenty-second day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

Thomas Chittenden. 

‘‘ By his Excellency’s command. 

^‘Joseph Fay, Secretary.’^ 

" Bennington, January 22, 1791. 

Sir: I have the honour to transmit to you copies of two acts 
of the legislature of this stale: the one directing the payment of 

VoL. I.— 36 
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ist Congress, thirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, and declaring 

3d SriHHion. 

the boundary line between the slate of Vermont and the state of 
New York, and extinguishing certain grants therein mentioned; 
the other, an act authorizing the people of this state to meet in 
convention, to deliberate upon and agree to the Constitution of 
the United States, and also a copy of the proceeding of the con- 
vention. 

This will be delivered by the Honourable Nathaniel Chipman 
and Lewis R, Morris, Esquires, who are appointed commissioners 
to apply to the Congress of the United States for the admission 
of this state into the Union, whom 1 beg to recommend to your 
favourable notice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

‘‘ Thomas Chittenden. 

The President of the United States,'*^ 

By his Excellency Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Captain Gene- 
ral, Governor, and Commander-in’chief in and over the State of Ver- 
mont. 

“ To the Honourable Nathaniel Chipman, Esq., and Lewis 11. 
Morris, Esq.; greeting: 

You being elected by the legislature of this state commis- 
sioners to the Congress of the United Slates, to apply for the ad- 
mission of the state of Vermont into the Union, arc hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to proceed to the Congress of the 
United States, now in session at the city of Pliiladelphia, and 
negotiate on behalf of this state, agreeably to your said appoint- 
ment. 

<< In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of this state 
to be affixed, in council, at Bennington, this twenty-fourth 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
one, and in the fifteenth year of the independence of this 
state. 

“ Thomas Chittenden. 

By his Excellency's command^ 

Joseph Fay, Secretary.^' 

** The President and Congress of the United States of America. 

Nathaniel Chipman and Lewis R. Morris, commissioners, « 
authorized and appointed by the state of Vermont, most respect- 
fully represent, that the citizens of that state, having shared in 
common with those of the other states, in the hazards and burdens 
of establishing the American revolution, have long anxiously de- 
sired to be united with them under the same general government: 
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They have seen, with great satisfaction, a new and more .perfect 
union of the people of America, and the unanimity with which 
they have recently approved the national Constitution, manifests 
their attachment to it, and the zeal with which they desire to 
participate its benefits. 

Questions of interfering jurisdiction between them and the 
state of New York, have heretofore delayed this application: 

These points being now happily adjusted, the memorialists, on 
behalf of their constituents, most respectfully petition, that the 
Congress will consent to the admission of the state of Vermont, 
by that name and style, as a new and entire member of the 
United States. 

They have the honour to accompany this memorial with 
such papers and documents as have relation to the same; and, 
with the highest deference for the wisdom of Congress, the me- 
morialists repeat their solicitations, that during their present ses- 
sion, they would be pleased to adopt such measures as will in- 
clude within the national government a people zealous to support 
and defend it. 

Nathaniel Chipman. 

<< Lewis R. Morris. 

** Philadelphia, February 7, 1791.’* 

In the Senate, this message and the accompanying documents s. .Tonrnal, 
were referred to Messrs. King, Monroe, Ellsworth, Langdon, 1^* 
and Hawkins, to consider and report what is proper to be done 
thereon. And in the House of Representatives, the subject was 
referred to Messrs. Lawrance, lloudinot, and Carroll. On the 
10th of February, Mr. King reported to the Senate a bill as fol- Id. p. 247. 
lows: — 

An Act far the Admission of the State of Vermont into this Union. 

^^Sect. 1. The state of Vermont having petitioned the Con- 
gress to be admitted a member of the United States — Be it enact- 
ed, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Cemgress asemhled, and it is hereby enacted and declared — 

That, on the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-one, the said state, by the name and style of the ^ State 
of Vermont,’ shall be received and admitted into this Union, as 
a new and entire member of the United States of America. 

“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacted — That, until the representa- 
tives in Congress, shall be appointed, according to an actual enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States, the said state 
shall be entitled to choose two representatives.” 
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ist Congress. Thc bill Fcceived its first reading; and, on the next day, it was s. Journal, 

read a second time, the second section having been expunged. ‘ * 

Passed the The bill, as thus amended, passed the Senate on the 12lh. On H. Journal, 
the 12th and 14th, the bill went through its various stages, and P 
was passed in the House of Representatives. 

On the 11th of February, the Senate agreed, by unanimous 
consent, to dispense with thc rule, so far as to permit Mr. King, 

Billregu- at this time, to bring in a bill regulating the number of represen- 
m?mfer of to be chosen by the states of Kentucky and Vermont The 

repi’csenta- bill was then read a first time, as follows : — 
lives. 

An Act regulating iJie number of Represe?itaiives to he chose7iby the 
Slates of Kentucky and Vermont, 

“ Be it enacted^ hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the S. Journal, 
United States of America) in Congress assembled — That, until the 
representatives in Congress shall be apportioned, according to an 
actual enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, thc 
states of Kentucky and Vermont shall each be entitled to choose 
two representatives.” 

This bill received its first and second readings on the day when h. Journal, 
it was introduced, and was read a third time and passed,- on thc 
following day. On thc 12th, it was rc.ad twice in thc House of 
Representatives ; and was considered in committee of the whole, 
and passed, on thc 19th. 

nilltogive On the 14th of February, thc house appointed Messrs. Sedg- id. p. 378. 
laws^of V, Benson, and Sturges, to be a committee to prepare and 

S. in Ver- bring in a bill, or bills, to give effect to the laws of the United 
States, within the state of Vermont. Thc bill was introduced by 
Mr. Sedgwick on thc 17th, and was then read a first and second id. p. 381. 
' time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. On 

the 10th, thc bill was considered and amended in committee of id. p. 383. 
the whole, and was passed on thc 21st. The bill, as it passed id. p.38.5 
the House, was as follows : — 

**An Act giving effect to the Lines of ilui United States^ within the State 
of Vermo?it. 

“ Section 1. Be it enacted) hy the Se?iatc and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — 

That from and after the third day of March next, all the laws 
of the United States which arc not locally inapplicable, ought to 
have, and shall have, tho same force and effect within the state 
of Vermont, as elsewhere within the United States. 

*^Sect, 2. And, to the end that the act, entitled ‘ An act to es- 
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tablish the Judicial Courts of the United States,’ may be duly 
administered within the said state of Vermont — 

“ Be it further enacted — That the said state shall be one district, 
to be denominated Vermont district ; and there shall be a District 
Court therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside within the 
said district, and be called a district judge ; and shall hold, an- 
nually, four sessions : the first to commence on the first Monday 
of May next, and the three other sessions, progressively, on the 
like Monday of every third calendar month afterwards. The 
said District Court shall beheld, alternately, at the towns of Rut- 
land and Windsor, beginning at the first. 

“ Sect, 3. he it further enacted — That the said district shall 
be, and the same hereby is, annexed to the Eastern circuit ; and 
there shall be held, annually, in the said district, one Circuit 
Court : the first session shall commence on the seventeenth day of 
June next, and the subsequent sessions on the like day of June, 
afterwards ; except when any of the said days shall happen on a 
Sunday, and then the session shall commence on the day following ; 
and the said sessions of the said Circuit Court, shall be held at the 
town of Bennington. 

“ Sect, 4. Aiul he it further enacted — That there shall be allow'ed 
to the judge of the said District Court, the yearly compensation 
of eight hundred dollars, to commence from the time of his ap- 
pointment, and to be paid quarter yearly, at the treasury of the 
United States. 

“ Sect. 5. And be it further enacted — That all the regulations, pro- 
visions, directions, authorities, penalties, and other matters what- 
soever, (except as hereinafterwards is expressly provided,) con- 
tained and expres.sed in and by the act, entitled ‘ An act pro- 
viding for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States,’ shall have the same force and cfTcct within the said state 
of Vermont, as if the same were, in relation thereto, repeated and 
re-enacted in and by this present act. 

“ Sect. 6. A?id he it further enacted — That the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the said state shall commence on the first Mon- 
day of April next, and shall close within five calendar months 
thereafter. 

‘‘ Sect. 7. And he it further enacted — That the marshal of the dis- 
trict of Vermont shall receive, in full compensation for all the du- 
ties and services confided to, and enjoined upon him, in and by this 
act, in taking the enumeration aforesaid, two hundred dollars. 

Sect. 8. And that the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide more 
efiectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law on 
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goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships and vessels,’ may be carried into ef- 
fect in the said state of Vermont. 

“ Be it further enacted — That, for the due collection of the said 
duties, there shall be, in the said state of Vermont, one district ; 
and a collector shall be appointed, to reside at Allsburgh, on Lake 
Champlain, which shall be the only port of entry or delivery 
within the said district, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, not 
the growth or manufacture of the United States.” 

This bill received its first reading, in the Senate, on the 21st 
of February. On the 22d, it was read a second time, and on the 
day following it passed the Senate, with the following amend- 
ment. At the end of the bill, add, 

“ Provided, nevertheless — ^That the exception contained in the 
sixty-ninth section of the act last above mentioned, relative to 
the district of Louisville, shall be, and is hereby, extended to the 
said port of Allsburgh.” 

The House of Representatives, on the 24th, concurred in this 
amendment. 
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CHAPTER ni. 


Tariff Resolutions — Debate concerning — ^Bills concerning Imposts and Tonnage 
Duties — Spirits, Wines, and Teas — ^Remissions of Duties and Penalties — Pro- 
visions for public Debt and Defence of the Frontier — Excise Arrangements — 
Compensations to Officers — Post Office — ^Rills to establish and regulate Post 
Office — To establish Post Offices and Post Roads — Postage on Newspapers — 

Public I^ands — Bills to establish Land Offices — Making Grants of Lands, 8tc. — 

North Carolina Cession — Virginia Reservation, &c. 

The creation and execution of a sufficient scheme of national ir. journal, 
revenue, as it was a main object of the Constitution, invoked the P* 
earliest attention of Congress; and the numerous acts which 
were passed during the first term of General Washington’s ad- 
ministration, attest the difficulties which attended the arrange- 
ment of such a system as should satisfy the wants of the country, 
and form the basis of future legislation. 

As soon as the organization of the two houses was completed, 
this important subject was submitted to the consideration of the 
House of Representatives. 

On the 8lh of April, 1789, tlie House resolved itself into a i.ioyd’s 
committee of the whole, on the state of the Union, Mr. Page of 
Virginia in the chair. Mr. Madison then rose and addressed the 12 — 14 . 
committee. It is not within the design of this history to repub- 
lish the speeches of members of Congress, but as the remarks of 
Mr. Madison, on introducing this topic, are brief, in some mea- 
sure historical, and must be read with interest, they are sub- 
joined. 

“ I take the liberty, Mr. Chairman, at this early stage of the 
business, to introduce to the committee, a subject, which appears 
to me to be of the greatest magnitude; a subject, sir, that re- 
quires our first attention, and our united exertions. 

“ No gentleman here can be unacquainted with the numerous 
claims upon our justice ; nor with the impotcncy which prevent- 
ed the late Congress of the United States from carrying into ef- 
fect the dictates of gratitude and policy. 

“ The Union, by the establishment of a more eflective govern- 
ment, having recovered from the state of imbecility, that here- 
tofore prevented a performance of its duty, ought, in its first act. 
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to revive those principles of honour and honesty, that have too 
long lain dormant. 

“ The deficiency in our treasury has been too notorious to 
make it necessary for me to animadvert upon that subject. Let 
us content ourselves with endeavouring to remedy the evil. To 
do this, a national revenue must be obtained; but the system must 
be such a one, that, while it secures the object of revenue, it 
shall not be oppressive to our constituents. Happy it is for us, 
that such a system is within our power ; for I apprehend that both 
these objects may be obtained from an impost on articles import- 
ed into the United States. 

“In pursuing this measure, I know that two points occur for 
our consideration. The first, respects the general regulation of 
commerce, which, in my opinion, ought to be as free as the poli- 
cy of nations will admit. The second, relates to revenue alone, 
and this is the point I mean more particularly to bring into the 
view of the committee. 

“ Not being at present possessed of sufijcient materials for fully 
elucidating these points, and our situation admitting of no delay, 
I shall propose such articles and regulations only, as are likely to 
occasion the least difficulty. 

“The propositions made on this subject by Congress, in 1783, 
having received, generally, the approbation of the several states 
of the Union, in some form or other, seem well calculated to be- 
come the basis of the temporary system, which I wish the com- 
mittee to adopt. I am well aware that the changes, which have 
taken place in many of the states, and in our public circum- 
stances, since that period, wdll require, in some degree, a devia- 
tion from the scale of duties then aflixed : nevertheless, for the 
sake of that expedition, which is necessary in order to embrace 
the spring importations, I should recommend a adherence 

to the plan. 

“ This, sir, with the addition of a clause or two on the sub- 
ject of tonnage, I will now read, and, wdth leave, submit it to 
the committee; hoping it may meet their approbation, as an ex- 
pedient rendered eligible by the urgent occasion there is for the 
speedy supplies to the federal treasury, and a speedy rescue of 
our trade from its present anarchy. 

Resolved — As the opinion of this committee, that the fol- 
lowing duties ought to be levied on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States; namely: — 

‘‘ On rum, per gallon, of a dollar. 
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On all other spiritous liquors. 

On molasses. 

On Madeira wine. 

On all other wines. 

<< On common Bohea teas, per lb. 

On all other leas. 

On pepper. 

‘‘On brown sugars. 

“ On loaf sugars, 

“ On all other sugars. 

“ On cocoa and coffee. 

“On all other articles, per cent, on their value at the 

time and place of importation. 

“ That there ought, moreover, to be levied on all vessels in 
which goods, wares, or merchandises, shall be imported, the 
duties following; namely: On all vessels built within the United 
States, and belonging wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate 
of per ton. 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly to the subjects of powers 
with whom the United States have formed treaties, or partly to 
the subjects of such powers, and partly to citizens of the said 
states, at the rate of . 

“ On all vessels belonging wholly, or in part, to the subjects 
of other powers, at the rate of 

It was then moved, by Mr. Boudinot, who expressed his ap- 
probation of the simplicity and suiBciency of the plan, that the 
blanks be filled up in the manner they were recommended to 
be charged by Congress in 1783. Mr. White, however, de- 
siring more lime for reflection, moved the rising of the commit- 
tee; and the motion being seconded by Mr. Madison, and advo- h. Journal, 
cated by Mr. Parker, the committee rose, and reported that they P- ^2. 
had the state of the Union under consideration, but had come to 
no resolution thereupon. 

The house being again in committee of the whole on the state Lloyd’s 
of the Union, on the 9th considerable discussion took place. > 

Mr. Lawrance was in favour of an application of the eid valorem 15 29. ^ 

principle to all articles, as a temporary measure, because an at- 
tempt to specify articles would lead to perplexity, and delay. 

Mr. Fitzsimons replied, and defended the system of specific du- 
ties. He wished for more than a temporary achetne, and de- 
sired one “some way adequate to our present situation; as it re- 
spects our agriculture, our manufactures, and our commerce.’^ 

VoL. L~37 
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lie desired to add to the enumeration of articles^ some calcu- 
lated to encourage the productions of our country, and protect 
our infant manufactures, beside others tending to operate as 
sumptuary restrictions upon articles which are often termed those 
of luxury. He then moved the following, as an amendment 
to the original resolution: — 

Resolved — As the opinion of this committee, that the fol- 
lowing duties ought to be laid on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States, to wit: — 

Upon every gallon of beer, ale, or porter, parts of 

a dollar. 

Upon every barrel of beef. 

‘‘ Upon every barrel of pork. 

** And so in proportion for any greater or lesser quantity- 

** Upon every lb. of butter. 

“ Upon all candles of tallow, per lb. 

‘‘Upon all candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb. 

“ Upon cheese, per lb. 

“ Upon soap, per lb. 

“ Upon cider, per gallon, 

“ Upon boots, per pair. 

“Upon all steel, unwrought, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon cables, for every cwt. 

“ Upon tarred cordage, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon untarred do., for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon twine or pack-thread, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon malt, for every bushel. 

“ Upon all nails, spikes, tacks, or brads, for every lb. 

“ Upon salt, per bushel. 

“ Upon manufactured tobacco, per lb. 

“ Upon snuif, per Ib. 

“ Upon all blank books, 

“ Upon all writing, printing, and WTapping-paper, and upon all 
paste-board. 

“ Upon all cabinet ware. 

“ Upon all buttons of metal. 

“ Upon all saddles. 

“ Upon all gloves, of leatlier. 

“ Upon all hats, of beaver, fur, wool, or mixture of either. 

“ Upon all millinery. 

“ Upon all castings of iron, and upon slit or rolled iron. 

“ Upon all leather, tanned or tawed, and upon all manufac- 
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tures of leather, (except such as are otherwise rated by this 
act.) 

“ Upon all shoes, slippers, and golo-shoes. 

“ For every hundred dollars^ value. 

“ Upon every coach, chariot, and other four-wheel carriages. 

“ Upon every chaise, solo, or other two- wheel carriage, (/or 
eroery hundred dollars* value thereof ^ and so in proportion for any 
part thereof) 

Upon every lb. of nutmegs. 

‘^Upon every lb. of cinnamon. 

Upon every lb. of cloves. 

“ Upon raisins, for every 112 lbs. 

“Upon figs, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon currants, for every 112 lbs. 

“ Upon almonds, for every 112 lbs.” 

Mr. Schureman, of New Jersey, seconded this motion to 
amend. The proposition to amend was opposed by Mr. White, 
of Virginia, as involving too much detail, and likely to consume 
too much time. Mr. Tucker, of South Carolina, thought it 
would be more prudent, for the present, to look to a temporary 
provision. A permanent system, he admitted, would be prefer- 
able, but until the house should be fuller, and the representation 
of the states more equal, this would be impracticable. There 
was no member from the south of Virginia present except him- 
self. . The safer plan, in his opinion, was, to confine the rate of 
duties to the scale adopted by the Congress of 1783, which was 
five pe 7 ' cent, on the value of all goods imported, and an addition- 
al duty on a few enumerated articles. The article of tonnage 
he wished to be postponed, because it bore harder upon some 
states than others, some having sufficient vessels of their own 
for their own trade, while others were compelled to rely entire- 
ly on foreign vessels. He wished to confine the question to the 
original resolution. If the other were adopted, he should ask 
for a division of the question, and if he failed, he should be com- 
pelled to vote against the measure, although he had no objection 
to the limited and temporary provision. Mr. Hartley, of Penn- 
sylvania, advocated the amendment; and suggested, that, as the 
clause respecting tonnage would not, probably, be determined for 
several days, the southern members may,, by that time, have ar- 
rived, and no argument, from that principle, should operate to 
discourage the committee from taking such measures as will tend 
to protect and promote our domestic manufactures. He referred 
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to the history of the world, to show that the establishment of 
manufactories, and the encouragement of home manufactures, by 
duties on foreign goods, had long been the policy of nations. He 
thought it politic and just that this government should foster all 
manufactures which tend to national utility. He was opposed to 
the adoption of the scale of 1783, when we had few manufac- 
tures. Since that time, our manufactories have greatly increased, 
artisans have multiplied, and the materials on hand are abun- 
dant. He wished, therefore, the amendment to be adopted. 

Mr. Madison said, that, however disposed the committee might 
be to promote domestic manufactures, some regard ought to be 
paid to the present policy of raising revenue. He stated, that, if 
the committee should delay levying and collecting an impost, until 
a system of protecting duties shall be perfected, there would 
be no importations of any consequence on which the law could 
operate, as all the spring vessels would have arrived; and thus 
would occur a loss equal to the surplus which might be expected 
from a system of higher duties. He admitted that the sentiments 
of gentlemen from different parts of the United States should be 
weighed, but he regarded it as a higher duty to consider the ge- 
neral interest of the Union, than any local or state interest; and 
any system of impost must be founded on the principles of mu- 
tual concession. He reminded the committee that it was the 
thinly planted portions of the country which would contribute 
more under one system than the other, and that these portions, 
standing most in need of national protection, would have less 
reason to complain of unequal burdens. The states, on the other 
hand, which were more advanced in population, and ripe for 
manufactures, and which, while they retained the power to re- 
gulate their trade, could have protected these institutions, had 
thrown this power into other hands, with the expectation that 
their interests would not be neglected here. He then went on 
to give his views in the following language. 

<< I own myself the friend to a very free system of commerce, 
and hold it as a truth, that commercial shackles are generally un- 
just, oppressive, and impolitic. It is also a truth, that if industry 
and labour are left to lake their own course, they will generally be 
directed to those objects which are the most productive, and this 
in a more certain and direct manner than the wisdom of the most 
enlightened legislature could point out; nor do I think that the 
national interest is more promoted by such restrictions, than 
that the interest of individuals would be promoted by legislative 
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interference, directing the particular application of its industry: 
for example, we should find no advantage in saying, that every 
man should be obliged to furnish himself, by his own labour, 
with those accommodations which depend upon the mechanic 
arts, instead of employing his neighbour, who could do it for him 
on better terms. It would be of no advantage to the shoemaker 
to make his own clothes, to save the expense of the tailor’s bill; 
nor of the tailor to make his own shoes, to save the expense of 
procuring them from the shoemaker. It would be better policy 
to suffer each to employ his talent in his own way: the case is 
the same between the exercise of the arts and agriculture — be- 
tween the city and the country, and between city and town, each 
capable of making particular articles in sufficient abundance to 
supply the other — thus all are benefited by exchange, and the 
less this exchange is cramped by government, the greater are 
the proportions of benefit to each. The same argument holds 
good between nation and nation, and between parts of the same 
nation. 

In my opinion, it would be proper also for gentlemen to con- 
sider tlie means of encouraging the great staple of America: I 
mean agriculture, which, 1 think, may justly be styled the staple 
of the United Slates, from the spontaneous productions which 
nature furnishes, and the manifest preference it has over every 
other object of emolument in this country. If we compare the 
cheapness of our land with that of other nations, we see so de- 
cided an advantage in that cheapness, as to have full confiditnee 
of being unrivalled: with respect to the object of manufacture, 
other countries may and do rival us; but we may be said to have 
a monopoly in agriculture. The possession of the soil, and the 
lowness of its price, give us as much a monopoly in this case, 
as any nations in other parts of the world have in the monopoly 
of any article whatever; but, with this advantage to us, that it 
cannot be shared nor injured by rivalship. 

If my general principle be a good one, that commerce ought 
to be free, and labour and industry left at large to find its proper 
object, the only thing which remains, will be to discover the ex- 
ceptions that do not come within the rule I have laid down. I 
agree with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that there are ex- 
ceptions, important in themselves, and which claim the particu- 
lar attention of the committee. Although the freedom of com- 
merce would be advantageous to all the world, yet, in some par- 
ticulars, one nation might suffer to benefit others, and this ought 
to be for the general good of society. 
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If America were to leave her ports entirely free, and make 
no discrimination between vessels owned by her citizens and 
those owned by foreigners, while other nations make this dis- 
crimination, it is obvious, that such policy would go to ex- 
clude American shipping altogether from foreign ports, and she 
would be materially affected in one of her most important inte- 
rests: to this we may add another consideration; that by encou- 
raging the means of transporting our productions with facility, 
we encourage the raising them: and this object, I apprehend, 
is likely to be kept in view by the general government. 

Duties laid on imported articles may have an effect which 
comes within the idea of national prudence. It may happen, 
that materials for manufactures may grow up without any encou- 
ragement for this purpose: it has been the case in some of the 
states, but in others regulations have been provided, and have 
succeeded in producing some establishments, which ought not to 
be allowed to perish, from the alteration which has taken place. 
It would be cruel to neglect them, and divert their industry to 
other channels, for it is not possible for the hand of man to shift 
from one employment to another, without being injured by the 
change. There may be some manufactures which being once 
formed, can advance toward perfection without any adventi- 
tious aid; while others, for want of the fostering hand of govern- 
ment, will be unable to go on at all: legislative attention will, 
therefore, be necessary to collect the proper objects for this pur- 
pos#^ and this will form another exception to any general prin- 
ciple. 

‘‘ I observe that a sumptuary prohibition is within the view of 
some of the proposed articles, and forms another exception. I 
acknowledge that I do not, in general, think any great national 
advantage arises from restrictions passed on this head; because, 
as long as a distinction in point of value subsists, sumptuary du- 
ties, in some form or other, will prevail and take effect. 

Another exception is embargoes in time of war: these may 
necessarily occur and shackle the freedom of commerce; but the 
reasons for this are so obvious, that it renders any remark unne- 
cessary. 

^‘The next exception that occurs, is one on which great stress 
is laid by some well-informed men, and this with great plausi- 
bility. That each nation should have within itself the means of 
defence^ independently of foreign supplies: that in whatever 
relates to the operation of war, no state ought to depend upon a 
precarious supply from any part of the world. There may be 
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some truth in this remark, and, therefore, it is proper for legis- 
lative attention. I am, though, well persuaded that the reason- 
ing on this subject has been carried too far. The difficulties we 
experienced a few years ago, of obtaining military supplies, 
ought not to furnish too much in favour of an establishment 
which would be difficult and expensive j because our national 
character is now established and recognised throughout the 
world, and the laws of war favour national exertion more than 
intestine commotion: so that there is good reason to believe, that 
when it becomes necessary, we may obtain supplies from abroad 
as readily as any other nation whatsoever. I have mentioned 
this, because I think I see something among the enumerated ar- 
ticles that seems to favour such policy. 

The impost laid on trade for the purpose of obtaining revenue, 
may likewise be considered as an exception; so far, therefore, as 
revenue can be more conveniently and certainly raised by this, than 
any other method, without injury to the community, and its ope- 
ration will be in due proportion to the consumption, which con- 
sumption is generally proportioned to the circumstances of indi- 
viduals, I think sound policy dictates to use this mean; but it 
will be necessary to confine our attention, at this time, peculiar- 
ly to the object of revenue, because the other subject involves 
some intricate questions, to unravel which, wc, perhaps, are not 
prepared. I have no objection to the committee s accepting the 
propositions offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania; be- 
cause, so far as we can enumerate the proper objects, and apply 
specific duties to them, we conform to the practice prevalent in 
many of the states, and adopt the most laudable method of col- 
lecting revenue; at least, preferable to laying a general tax. 
Whether, therefore, we consult ease and convenience in collec- 
tion, or pursuing habits already adopted and approved, specific 
duties, as far as the articles can properly be enumerated, is the 
more eligible mode of obtaining the end in contemplation.— Upon 
the whole, as I think some of the propositions may be productive 
of revenue, and some may protect our domestic manufacture, 
though the latter subject ought not to be too confusedly blended 
with the former, I hope the committee will receive them, and 
let them lay over, in order that we may have time to consider 
how far they are consistent with justice and policy. ’’ 

Mr. Boudinot, of New Jersey, stated that, being, in general, 
favourable to specific duties on enumerated articles, he should 
support the amendment ; but, without committing himself to sup- 
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part the whole, or any particular article, if, on consideration, he 
should deem any of them impolitic or unjust. As the article of 
glass was omitted in the enumeration, he desired to be informed, 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, if there were any thing pe- 
culiar in the manufacture of that article, which had induced the 
omission. If not, he should move to insert it, as he was of the 
opinion that we could manufacture glass as well as most nations, 
the materials being almost all produced in our country. Mr. Fitz- 
simons and Mr. Madison suggested, that when the articles enume- 
rated should come to be considered separately, any one could be 
stricken out, if it should be deemed unable to bear the specific 
duly proposed to be laid upon it. The question was taken, and 
it was agreed to add the articles enumerated in the amendment, 
to the original list, introduced by Mr. Madison. On motion of 
Mr. Lee, of Virginia, the committee then rose. 

On the 1 1 th, Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented a petition 
from the tradesmen, manufacturers, and others, of the town of 
Baltimore, which was read, setting forth, That since the close of 
the late war, and the completion of the revolution, they have ob- 
served, with serious regret, the manufacturing and the trading inte- 
rest of the country rapidly declining, and the attempts of the state 
legislatures to remedy the evil failing of their object; that in the 
present melancholy state of our country, the number of poor in- 
creasing for want of employment, foreign debts accumulating, 
houses and lands depreciating in value, and trade and manufac- 
tures languishing and expiring; they look up to the supreme le- 
gislature of the United States, as the guardians of the whole 
empire, and from their united wisdom and patriotism, and ardent 
love of their country, expect to derive that aid and assistance, 
which alone can dissipate their just apprehensions, and animate 
them with hopes of success in future, by imposing on ail foreign 
articles, which can be made in America, such duties as will give 
a just and decided preference to their labours; discountenancing 
that trade which tends so materially to injure them, and impo- 
verish their country; measures which, in their consequences, may 
ako contribute to the discharge of the national debt, and the due 
support of government: that they have annexed a list of such ar- 
ticles as are, or can be, manufactured amongst them, and hum- 
bly trust in the wisdom of the l^islature to grant them, in com- 
mon with the other mechanics and manufacturers of the United 
States, that relief which may appear proper. This petition was 
referred to the committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union. 
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Ist Congress. The house having again resolved itself into committee of the 
^ whole on the state of the Union, the subject of Mr. Madison’s re- 
solutions was resumed. Mr. Lee then expressed a wish that the 
articles should be considered separately. On motion of Mr. Good- 
hue, of Massachusetts, the following articles were then added to 
the list: — 

Mr. Good- Upon anchors, for every 112 lbs. 

hue’s a Upon every dozen of wool cards, 

umend- / 

nient. Upon wrought tin ware. 

Upon every box of lemons. 

“ Upon every barrel of limes.” 

Some further discussion then took place, in which Mr. Cly- 
mer, of Pennsylvania, expressed his conviction that a political 
necessity existed both for encouraging manufactures and obtain- 
ing revenue; but he wished that a systematic course should be 
pursued, and that a sub-committce should be appointed to collate 
the materials, and bring them before the house in a digested 
form. The chairman replied, that it would not be competent for 
a committee to appoint another committee. Mr, Boudinot then 
moved that the committee rise and report, as their opinion, that 
a committee should be appointed for the purpose of framing a 
temporary law. This motion he prefaced with a variety of rea- 
sons against the adoption of a permanent system, until there 
should have been more time allowed for deliberation, and for the 
acquisition of the necessary knowledge. He wished to take the 
resolution of the Congress of 1783 as the basis, “adding only 
such protecting duties as are necessary to support the manufac- 
tures established by the legislatures of the manufacturing states.” 
In the collection of the revenue, also, he wished, until a general 
plan should be devised, that “ officers should be appointed to col- 
lect the impost and protecting duties in the manner and under 
the penalties directed by the laws of the proper state.” Messrs. 
Bland and Lee, of Virginia, Mr. Fitzsimons, of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. Madison, then took part in an immaterial discussion, 
when the motion for the rising of the committee being withdrawn, 
Mr. Madi- Mr. Madison moved that when the committee rose, they should 
tion^ report, as the opinion of the committee of the whole, that a com- 
mittee be appointed for the purpose of preparing a bill to regu- 
late the mode of collecting duties on imposts and tonnage; and 
this motion was adopted by the committee. It was then stated 
by Mr, Fitzsimons, that the amount of revenue required for the 
necessities of the state, including the instalments and interest of 
VoL. I.— 38 
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the foreign and domestic debt, and the current expenses of the 
government, was about three millions of dollars. Mr. Sher- 
man, of Connecticut, moved that the article of rum should be 
charged with fifteen cents per gallon — “ He used the term cents 
because it was a denomination of national coin, fixed by the late 
Congress, ten of which make a dime, and ten dimes a dollar.’^ 
Mr. Smith, of Maryland, thought the sum named too high, and 
moved ten cents. On motion of Mr. Madison, the committee 
then rose, and reported the resolution of Mr. Madison, which 
was agreed to as follows: — 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
act ought to pass for regulating the collection of imposts and ton- 
nage in the United States.’’ 

In was then Ordered — That a bill, or bills, be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution, and that a committee, to consist 
of a member from each state present, be appointed to prepare 
and bring in the same.” 

The following committee was then appointed: — Messrs. Gil- 
man, (New Ilarnjashire,) Gerry, (Massachusetts,) Sherman, (Con- 
necticut,) Lawrance, (New York,) Cadwalader, (New Jersey,) 
Fitzsimons, (Pennsylvania,) Gale, (Maryland,) Madison, (Vir- 
ginia,) Tucker, (South Carolina.) 

The subject again occupied tlic attention of the committee on 
the 14th of April, and from that day until the 21sl, inclusive. 
When the house went into committee, on the 14th, Mr. Bland 
rna^e a motion with a view to take the sense of the committee, 
as to whether the measure in progress should be a temporary, or 
a permanent one ; but, after some remarks from Mr. Scott, of 
Pennsylvania, as to the propriety of taking up every article se- 
parately, for consideration ; and from Mr. Madison, concerning the 
irregularity of Ihe motion of Mr. Bland, that gentleman withdrew 
his proposition. TIxe committee then resumed the consideration 
©f the motion fora duty on rum. On motion of Mr. Gale, of Ma- 
ryland, the word rum was exchanged for “ ardent spirits, of Ja- 
maica proof Mr. Lawrance proposed a duty of 12 cents on this 
article. He wished to impose as high a duty as could be effi- 
ciently collected ; hut he thought a duty of 15 cents would hold 
out too strong a temptation for smuggling. Mr. Fitzsimons and 
Mr. Madison supported the highest duty, the latter gentleman 
stating that it very little exceeded what was laid in some states, 
while some had imposed an excise duty still higher; and the for- 
mer reminding the committee that, in Pennsylvania, this article 
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was charged with an impost amounting to near /^ths of ‘a dollar, 
and an excise of more, all of which was collected on about 

800.000 gallons, without much difficulty. The highest sum now 
proposed very little exceeded the duty collected in Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Boudinot expressed himself as in favour of the highest duty 
that could b collected. It was then stated by Mr. Lawrance, 
that the duty collected in the state of New York was about eight 
cents. The quantity imported into New York, from April, 1786, 
to April, 1787, was 850,000 gallons, of which only 67,000 were 
exported. If the duty were raised too high, much of the revenue 
from this source might be lost, by the ingenious evasions of the 
duty which would be practised. While he regretted the perni- 
cious effects of the use of ardent spirits on the morals and health 
of the people, he thought it became the committee to view the 
subject as politicians rather than as moralists, and to tax the 
vices which it was impossible to eradicate. It was then agreed 
to tax ardent spirits, of Jamaica proof, 15 cents, and all other spi- 
ritous liquors, 12 cents. 

On the article of molasses, Mr. Madison suggested that 8 cents 
per gallon would allow a sufficient advantage to our own manu- 
facturers, while it bore a proper proportion to the duty on rum. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker, of Virginia. Mr. Law- 
rance considered this duty loo high, as it was a necessary of life. 
The Congress of I*/ 83 did not propose more than one penny, and 
he was willing to double that amount, which would produce 

40.000 dollars. The duty proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, would, if collected, produce 160,000 dollars, which he con- 
sidered to be more than ought to be drawn from that source, 
since an excessive duty would prevent the great exportation of 
the article after we had manufactured it, and which was very 
productive to our citizens. Mr. Madison met this last statement 
by showing that Massachusetts, which manufactured as much 
rum as any other state, in proportion, shipped off to different 
parts of this country, 49,943 gallons of rum, manufactured there ; 
while she exported to Nova Scotia 801 gallons, to Europe 1206, 
and to Africa and the East Indies 897 gallons: so that the great 
exportation alluded to, was made to the difibrent parts of the 
United States, and not to foreign countries; and the duty was 
paid by our own citizens, who were the consumers. Mr. Fitzsi- 
mons was an advocate for 8 cents; which was opposed by Mr. 
Goodhue, who stated that Massachusetts imported, annually, 
from 30,000 to 40,000 hogsheads of molasses, and that when Great 
Britain laid a duty of three pence sterling per gallon on tliis ar- 
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iSt Sram?*' deemed oppressive, and caused heart-burnings and en- 

mity. He would not consent to impose a higher duty than two 
cents. Mr. Thatcher, of Massachusetts, suggested that the com- 
mittee was likely to get into difficulty by proceeding too hastily, 
and would move, if in order, to take up the resolutions of Con- 
gress of 1783, and lay on duties as nearly similar as can well be, 
to those recommended at that period ; and then move for a com- 
mittee to go on to review and consider of certain regulations ne- 
cessary to form a permanent system at some future period. Mr. 

Clymer, of Pennsylvania, suggested to those who opposed this duty 
on the ground that it was a lax on the raw material of a profitable 
manufacture, that it entered into an injurious competition with 
another manufacture, the raw material of which was to be found 
in our own agriculture, and which was divested of the pernicious 
qualities attached to ardent spirits, that of malt liquors. The 
duty of 8 cents was opposed by Mr. Fisher Ames, of Massachu- 
setts, who regarded it as a tax which would bear unequally and 
injuriously on that state. We (said he) exchange for molasses 
those fish that it is impossible to dispose of any where else : wc 
have no market within our reach but the islands from whence 
wc get molasses in return, which again we manufacture into rum. 

These circumstances form a material link in our chain of naviga- 
tion; and upon our success in navigation the most important in- 
terests of the United States depend. It is scarcely possible to 
maintain our fi.sherics with advantage, if the commerce for sum- 
mer fish is injured, which I conceive it would be, very materially, 
if a high duty is imposed on this article ; nay, it would carry de- 
vastation throughout all the New England stales — it would, ulti- 
mately, aficct all throughout the Union.” He then viewed the 
importance of the fishery on the banks, as a nursery for seamen. 

It had been the policy of other nations to drive us from that pro- 
lific source of wealth and strength ; and this high duty would ac- 
complish what they liad in vain endeavoured to do. Some further 
discussion took place between Mr. Fiizsimons, Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Goodhue, Mr. J^awrance, and Mr. Boudinot, in which no new 
Mr. Madi- facts were elicited: after which, Mr. Madison said he would be 
tohiTmo- willing to agree to a small reduction of his duty ; but thinking 0 

tion to 7 cents too low, be would move 7 cents, and, for that purpose, with- 
cents. . . 4 

drew his motion for 8 cents. The motion for 7 cents was nega- 
tived, and it was agreed to fill the blank with 0 cents. 

Madeira The article of Madeira wine was the next which provoked ijoyd’s 
"^*15 cents ^ discussion. Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, moved to fill the 
moved. blank with fifteen cents. Mr. Gilman, of Massachusetts, pro- 5 ?— 60. 
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posed tv}enty cents; and Mr. Hartley, of Pennsylvania,* moved 
thirty cents. Mr. Fitzsimons moved JIfty cents. He estimated 
the cost of a pipe of Madeira at 200 dollars, and of a hogshead 
of rum at 40 dollars; and the ability of the consumers of the 
different articles was in about the same ratio. This motion was 
seconded by Mr. Muhlenberg, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Bland, and 
Mr. Lawrance, thought 50 cents too high ; and the latter gentle- 
man corrected the estimate of the cost of Madeira wine, which, 
he said, was not worth more than 100 dollars the pipe, at the 
time of importation. He was in favour of 20 cents. Mr. Filz- 
simons replied, that the wine cost £24 sterling in Madeira, and 
when all the charges were added, the price would be brought 
near to what he had stated. Mr. Boudinol thought 50 cents too 
high, when the cost, charges, and loss by importation, were taken 
into account. Mr. Fitzsimons modified his motion to 33j cents; 
and this motion was agreed to by a vote of 21 to 10. 

It was then agreed to lay a duty of 20 cents the gallon on all TJoyd’s 
other wines. 

The committee, after agreeing to lay one cent per pound on G2, 63. 
brown sugar, 3 cents on loaf sugar, H cents on other sugars, and 
2-J cents on coffee, rose and reported progress. 

On the 15th, the committee agreed to impose one cent per lb. 
on cocoa. Some discussion then took place on a proposition by Mr. 
Fitzsimons, to lay six cents per gallon on beer, ale, and porter, im- 
ported in casks. Mr. Lawrance, in seconding the motion, said, he 
would have the duty so high as to give a decided preference to 
American beer. After brief debate, Mr. Madison moved eight 
cents on all beer imi)orted. He hoped this would be such an 
encouragement, a.s to induce the manufacture to take deep root 
in every state in the Union. In the state of New York, the duty 
Jiad been six cents; and eight cents, if brought in foreign vessels. 

The committee agreed to eight cents; and to 25 cents per do- 
zen, on all beer, ale, or porter, imported in bottles. The arti- 
cles of beef, pork, and butter, were then stricken out of the list 
of articles. After a short discussion, a motion, by Mr. Fitzsimons, 
to lay on candles, of tallow, tiro cents per pound, was agreed 
to, and also on the subjoined articles, the duties which are an- 
nexed : — 

“ On all candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb., G cents. 

“ On cheese, 4 cents. 

“ On soap, 2 cents. 

“ On boots, per pair, 50 cents. 

*‘On all shoes, slippers, or golishes, made of leather, 10 cents. 
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“ On all shoes, or slippers, made of silk or stuff, 10 cents.” 

The next item being, “On all steel unwrought, for every 
112 lbs.” 

Mr. Lee moved to strike out the article, as necessary to agri- 
cultural improvements, in which motion he was seconded by Mr. 
Tucker. Mr. Clymer said that a furnace in Philadelphia, with 
a very small aid from the legislature of Pennsylvania, made 300 
tons of steel in two years, and now made at the rate of 230 tons 
annually, and, with a little further encouragement, would supply 
enough for the consumption of the Union. It was then denied 
by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a duty of five shillings per cwt., which 
was all he proposed, would operate oppressively on the agricul- 
tural interest. Mr. Madison wished the article to be passed over, 
and left among the non-enumcrated ones, where it would be sub- 
ject to an ad valorem dntj iiivc per cemi. The only object of 
its introduction here, must have been the encouragement of the 
manufacture, and not revenue, and, as it was so materially con- 
nected with the improvement of agriculture, and other manu- 
factures, he questioned the propriety of the specific duty which 
was proposed, even upon that score. Mr. Tucker adverted to 
the oppressiveness of this tax on South Carolina, which state 
was already in a melancholy condition, the inhabitants being 
deeply in debt, and their produce daily falling in price. Rice 
and indigo were thought by many not worthy of cultivation. 
The ad valorem duty he would not oppose, and he thought that 
should be deemed sufiicient. Mr. Fitzsimons moved to fill the 
blank with 6(3 cents, which w'as negatived, and a motion by Mr. 
Boudinot to fill it with 5G cents, was agreed to. The following 
items were then agreed to : — 

“ On nails and spikes, 1 cent per lb. 

“On tarred cordage, 50 cents per 112 lbs. 

“ On untarred cordage, 60 cents per 112 lbs. 

“On twine, or pack-thread, 100 cents per 112 lbs.” 

The item of hemp then produced considerable discussion, Mr. 
Madison having moved a duty upon it. He had wished to leave 
untouched every article connected with ship-building; but if it 
were politic to tax cordage, the same reason would justify taxing 
hemp. As a raw material, Mr. Boudinot thought hemp should 
be lightly touched. To this, it was replied by Mr. Madison, that 
if it were politic to make the United States independent of the 
world for cordage, they ought also to be made independent for 
the raw material, which could be cultivated to advantage in the 
west, if the husbandman were sufficiently protected. The duty 
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was opposed on this and the following day, by Mr. Boudinot, Mr. 
Partridge, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Ames, Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Hart- 
ley, and was defended by Mr. Moore, Mr. Scott, Mr. White, and 
Mr. Goodhue. It was conceded, however, by the opponents of the 
measure, that a low duty should, for the sake of conciliation, be 
imposed; and Mr. Partridge moved 40 cents, as about equal to 
an ad valorem of five^er cent, Mr. White, (from Virginia,) moved 
75 cents. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, w^as willing to take 40 cents, 
if the committee would make it 100 cents at the end of two 
years. Mr. Madison thought 75 cents too high, and moved 50 
cents, which was agreed to. 

On the article of malt, ten cents a bushel was laid. It was 
stated by Mr. Fitzsimons, that the recent importations of this ar- 
ticle amount to 30,000 bushels in one year. Barley was then 
taxed six cents, and lime tc7i cents per bushel, on motion of Mr. 
Ames, who said these articles were imported in considerable quan- 
tities from a neighbouring state, that had not yet adopted the 
Constitution. 

It was moved by Mr. Lee to strike out the items of nails, 
spikes, tacks, and brads; and, after discussion, nails and spikes 
were taxed one cent per lb., and tacks and brads were struck 
out. 


Lloyd’s 
Lon. Hcg., 
vol. i. p. 
80, 81. 

Id. p. 81. 


Itl. p. 82. 


Salt 6 The policy of a duty on salt wms discussed during the Kith and la. p. 83— 
nts. 17th, and finally G cents was agreed to, with a drawback on 
salted provisions and fish. It was stated, in debate, by Mr. Burke, 
that South Carolina and Georgia would be heavily o])])ressed by 
a duty on this article. The people in the back parts of these 
states, had to haul their salt, two, three, and four hundred miles 
in wagons, paying 75-. GfA sterling, in addition to the first cost of 
OTIC shilling. Mr. Scott staled that from the nearest point on the 
Atlantic where salt could be obtained, to the next nearest in the 
western country was 800 or 1000 miles, and itwas carried across 
the mountains on pack-horses. Mr. Moore considered the tax 
unpopular and unjust; and Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, inti- 
mated that the inhabitants of the state were already opposed to 
the new government, and ought not to be still further alienated. 

Mr. Lawrance estimated the consumption of salt as averaging 
three bushels for a family ; but, in those parts where it was dif- 
ficult to be obtained, it was used with more frugality than where 
it w^as abundant ; the poor also used it more sparingly than the 
rich, while the latter must supply ail their dependants; so that 
the tax would be less unequal and oppressive in its operation than 
gentlemen seemed to imagine. Mr. ^Lldison advocated a mode- 
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rate duty on salt, and answered the arguments against it. The 
tax was further supported by Mr. Huntington, Mr. Fitzsimons, 
and Mr. Smith, of Maryland, and opposed by Mr. White and 
Mr. Scott. Mr. Smith stated that they collected eight cents in 
Maryland, and it caused no complaint that he knew of. 

It was then agreed, on motion of Mr. Sherman, to lay six Lloyd’s 
cents per lb., deemed equal to a prohibition, on manufactured to- 
bacco; and ten cents on snuff. 93,94. 

On motion of Mr. Carroll, a duty of len per cent ad valorem 
was laid on all window and other glass, except black quart bot- 
tles. 

On motion of Mr. Clymer, it was agreed that seven and a 
half per cent, ad valorem should be laid on blank books, wri- 
ting, printing, and wrapping paper, and paste-board. 

The same duly was also laid upon canes, walking-sticks, whips, 
clothing ready made, on gold, silver, and plated ware, on jew- 
ellery and paste-work. Also, upon all cabinet ware, buttons of 
metal, saddles, gloves of leather, all hats of beaver, fur, wool, or 
mixture of cither, all millinery, castings of iron, or slit, or 
rolled iron, all leather tanned, or tawed, or manufactures thereof, 
except such as are otherwise rated. 

On every coach, chariot, or other four-wheel carriage, and on 
every chaise, solo, or other two-wheel carriage, or parts thereof, 
was laid fifteen per cent, ad valorem. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, and, on the n. Journal, 
18th, the subject was again taken up. The following items P- 
were then agreed to, after, on motion of Mr. Sherman, the com- 
mittee had stricken out nutmegs, cinnamon, raisins, figs, cur- 
rants, and almonds.’^ 

“ On anchors, seven and a half per cent, ad valorem. LloycFs 

wool cards, 50 cents per dozen. 

vol. 1. p. 

<‘On wrought tin ware, seven and a half cent, ad va- 95—98. 
lorem. 

‘‘ On every quintal of fish, 50 cents. 

“ On every barrel of pickled fish, 75 cents. 

“On all teas imported from China or India in ships built in 
the United States, and belonging wholly to a citizen or citizens 
thereof, as follows: on Bohea tea, per pound, 6 cents; on all Sou- 
chong, and other black teas, 10 cents; on superior green teas, 20 
cents; on all otlier teas, 10 cents. 

“ On all teas imported from any other country, or from India 
or China, in ships which are not the property of a citizen or ci- 
tizens of the United States, as follows: on Bohea tea, per pound. 
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10 cents; Souchong, and other black teas, 15 cents; on superior 
green teas, 30 cents; on all other green teas, 18 cents per pound. 
On coal, 3 cents per bushel.” 

Mr. Madison expressed some doubt as to the policy of the 
clauses imposing the duties on tea, and they were defended by 
Mr. Fitzsimons, who moved them, and by Mr. Goodhue and Mr. 
Boudinot. In the article of coal, also, a motion was unsuccessfully 
made by Mr. Hartley, to limit the duty to one cent per bushel. 

The whole time devoted to this subject, on the 20th, was em- 
ployed in the discussion of a motion by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a 
drawback of six cents per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled 
in the United States, exported without the limits of the same. 
This motion, after debate, was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Fitzsimons moved to insert the following clause: — That 
all the duties paid, or secured to be paid, on goods imported, 
shall be returned or discharged upon such of the said goods as 

shall, within months, be exported to any country without 

the limits of the United States, except so much as shall be ne- 
cessary to defray tlie expense that may have accrued by the en- 
try and safe keeping thereof.” 

The committee, on motion of Mr. Clymer, rose without de- 
ciding or discussing this question, but on the 21st, the motion 
was adopted without debate. 

It was agreed to lay a duty of six cents per ton on all vessels 
built in the United States, and owned by a citizen or citizens 
thereof, and all vessels foreign built, but now owned by such ci- 
tizens. 

A motion was then made to adopt the following clause: — On 
all vessels belonging w’holly to subjects of powers in alliance with 
the United States or partly to the subjects of these powers and 
partly to the citizens of the United States, cents per ton.” 

This question was discussed by Mr. Goodhue, Mr, Lawrance, 
Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Benson, Mr. Burke, Mr. .Sher- 
man, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Baldwin. It was moved by Mr. 
Goodhue, to fill the blank with 60 cents. Mr. Boudinot moved 30 
cents. Mr. Hartley proposed one-third of a dollar. The motion 
for the highest sum was subsequently withdrawn, and the inter- 
mediate sum being rejected, the blank was filled with 30 cents. 

The following clause was then moved: — On all vessels be- 
longing wholly or in part to the subjects of other powers, at the 
rate of cents per ton,” 

Mr. Lawrance moved to fill this blank with the same sum. 
Mr. Madison advocated a discrimination. It was then moved by 
VoL. I. — 39 
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Mr. Fitzsimons to insert 60 cents. Mr. Tucker moved 35 cents; 
intending, should that sum be adopted, to move a reduction of 
the sum in the first clause, to 20, A motion w^as made by Mr. 
Madison to limit the duty to a certain time, so as to allow an 
opportunity to add to our own tonnage, and, afterwards to increase 
the duty to a greater degree. On the motion of Mr. Madison 
there was au equal division of the committee, and the casting 
vote of the chairman was given in the negative; he remarking, 
that he did not see any necessity for using the words, because 
the subject was always in the power of the legislature. Mr. 
Boudinot then moved 50 cents, which was adopted, the motion 
for 60 cents having been previously negatived. . 

It was then provided <Uhat no vessel built within the United 
States, and belonging to a citizen or citizens thereof, whilst em- 
ployed in the coasting trade, or in the fisheries, shall pay tonnage 
more than once in any one year. Nor shall any ship or vessel 
built within the United States pay tonnage on her first voyage.’^ 

The committee then reported the resolutions to the house, 
where they were read and ordered to lie on the table. 

On the 24th of April, the house proceeded to consider the re- 
solutions, and a discussion, which consumed the whole of the day, 
took place on a motion of Mr. Boudinot, to reduce the duty im- 
posed by the committee on distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, 
from 15 to 12 cents per gallon. The reduction was supported 
by Mr. Jackson, of Georgia, Mr. Wadsworth, of Connecticut, 
Mr. Lawrance, and Mr. Tucker; the last gentleman proposing 
to strike off seven cents from the fifteen; and was opposed by Mr. 
Madison, and Mr. Fitzsimons. On the succeeding day, the mo- 
tion of Mr. Boudinot was negatived. 

It was then moved by Mr. Smith, of Maryland, that a duty of 
six cents per gallon be laid on all spirits of Jamaica proof, im- 
ported from the dominions of nations in alliance. The motion 
was sustained by Mr. Lee, Mr. Page, and Mr. Madison; and 
was opposed by Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Fitzsimons, and Mr. Sher- 
man. The question was then carried in the affirmative, and 
the duties were ordered to be, on all spirits of Jamaica proof, im- 
ported from nations in alliance, twelve cents per gallon; on all 
other spirits, from the same nations, ten cents. 

Mr. Boudinot then moved to reduce the duty on Madeira 
wine to twenty-five cents per gallon, in which motion Mr. Ma- 
dison acquiesced ; and, after an unsuccessful effort by Mr. Fitz- 
simons to keep the duty at the rate imposed by the committee, 
the house agreed to the reduction. The duty on all other wines 
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was then reduced from twenty cents to fifteen. The diity on 
barley and lime, was, on motion of Mr. Ames, stricken out; on 
shoes the duty was reduced from ten to seven cents. 

On the 27lh, the house resumed the subject, when a propoai- H. Journal, 
tion was made by Mr. Fitzsimons, that a duty of 100 cents belaid P* 
on cables and cordage, instead of the fifty cents laid on in com- 
mittee. Mr. Madison moved seventy -five cents; and the motion of Lloyd’s 
Mr. Fitzsimons being negatived, that of Mr. Madison was agreed 
to. Mr. Fitzsimons then proposed that tarred cordage should 144. 
be taxed ninety cents, which was agreed to. On motion of Mr. 

Heister, a duty of sixty cents upon hemp was then agreed to, 
but not to take place till the 31st of December, 1790. The duty 
on twine and pack-thread was then raised to 200 cents for every 
112 lbs. 

The subject of molasses was then taken up for discussion, id. p. 146 
Mr. Goodhue having introduced it with some remarks on the 
exorbitance of the duty. The debate was continued through 
the 27th, and the whole of the 28th, and resulted in the rejection 
of a motion to strike out the duty of six cents. The reduction 
of the duty was desired by Mr. Sherman, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. 

Gerry, Mr. Sylvester, Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Thatcher, Mr. Bou- 
dinot, and Mr. Ames; and opposed by Mr. Jackson, Mr. Madison, 
and Mr. Fitzsimons, in speeches of some length, and indicative 
of more temper than any discussion which had preceded it. Af- 
ter this question was disposed of, Mr, Fitzsimons renewed his 
motion, which was negatived in committee, that a drawback of 
three cents per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled in the 
United States, and which shall be exported without the limits 
thereof, and this motion was agreed to. The first resolution of 
the committee was then agreed to, in the following amended 
form: — 

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that the h. Journal, 
following duties ought to be laid on goods, wares, and merchan- P* 21—23. 
discs, imported into the United States, namely : — 

lar CISTS. 

“ On all distilled spirits, of Jamaica proof, imported from 
any state or kingdom in alliance with the United 
States, per gallon, 12 

“ On all other distilled spirits, imported from any such 

state or kingdom, per gallon, . . • , 10 

‘‘ On all distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, imported from 
any state or kingdom not in alliance with the 
United States, per gallon, . . . . 15 
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state or kingdom, per gallon, .... 

12 - 

“ On molasses, per gallon, 

6 

ed. 

“ On Madeira wine, per gallon, .... 

25 


“ On all other wines, per gallon, .... 

15 


“ On every gallon of beer, ale, or porter, imported in casks, 8 


“ On all beer, ale, or porter, imported in bottles, per doz., 

25 


On malt, per bushel, 

10 


“ On brown sugars, per lb. 

1 


“ On loaf sugars, per lb., ..... 

3 


“ On all other sugars, per lb., .... 

n 


“ On coffee, per lb., . . ... 

H 


“ On cocoa, per lb., ...... 

1 


“ On all candles of tallow, per lb., .... 

2 


“ On all candles of wax and spermaceti, per lb., 

6 


“ On cheese, per lb., 

4 


“ On soap, per lb., ...... 

2 


“ On boots, per pair, 

On all shoes, slippers, or golo-shoes, made of leather. 

50 


per pair, 

7 


On all shoes, or slippers, made of silk or stuff, per pair. 

10 


“ On cables, for every ewt, 

75 


“On tarred cordage, for every 112 lbs., . 

75 


“ On untarred do. and yarn, for every 112 lbs., 

90 


“ On twine or pack-thread, for every 112 lbs., . 

200 


“ On hemp, per cwt., after the first of December, 1789, 

60 


“ On all steel, unwrought, for every 112 lbs., . 

56 


“ On all nails and spikes, per lb., .... 

“ On salt, per bushel, except such as shall be used on fish 

1 


and provisions exported, .... 

6 


“ On manufactured tobacco, per lb., 

6 


“ On snuff, per lb., ...... 

10 


“ On every dozen of wool or cotton cards, 

50 


“ On every bushel of coal, 

3 


“ On pickled fish, per barrel, .... 

75 


“ On dried fish, per quintal, 

On all teas imported from China or India, in ships built 
in the United States, and belonging to a citizen or 
citizens thereof, as follows : — 

50 


“ On Bohea tea, per lb., ...... 

6 


“ On all Souchong, and other black teas, per lb., 

10 


“ On superior green teas, per lb., .... 

20 


“On all other teas, per ib., 

10 


1789. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


309 


• Chap. III. 


National Revenue— Imposts, and Tonnage Duties. 


Ist-Congress. 
]st Session. 

Resolution 
as amend- 
ed. 


“ On all teas, imported from any other country, or from 
India or China, in ships which are not the proper- 
ty of a citizen or citizens of the United States, as 
follows: — 


CEXTS. 


“ On Bohea tea, per lb. 10 

On all Souchong and other black teas, per lb., . 15 

“ On superior green tea, per lb., .... 30 

On all other green teas, per lb., . . . . 18 

On all window and other glass, except black quart 
bottles, ten 'per cent, ad valorem, 

“ On all blank books, 

“On all writing, printing, wrapping-paper, paper 
hangings, and paste-board, 

“ On all cabinet wares, 

“ On all buttons of metal .... 

“ On all saddles, 

“ On all gloves of leather, .... 

“ On all hats of beaver, fur, wool, or mixture of ci- 
ther, 

“ On all millinery, 

“ On all castings of iron, and upon slit or rolled iron, 

“ On all leather tanned or tawed, and on all manu- 
factures of leather, except such as shall be 

otherwise rated, 

“ On canes, walking-sticks, and whips, 

“ On clothing, ready made, .... 

“ On gold, silver, and plated ware, and on jewellery 

aad paste work, 

“ On anchors, and 

“ On all wrought tin and pewter ware, . 

“ On every coach, chariot, or other four-wheel carriage, and 
on every chaise, solo, or other two- wheel carriage, or pans 
thereof, fifteen per cent, ad valorem, 

“ On all other articles,^re per cent, on their value at the time 
and place of importation, except as follows: Tin in pigs, 
tin plates, lead, old pewter, brass, iron, or brass wire, 
copper in plates, wool, dyeing woods, and dyeing drugs, 
(other than indigo,) raw hides, beaver and all other furs, 
and deer skins. Provided — That a drawback of six cents 
per gallon be allowed on all rum distilled in the United 
States, and which shall be exported without the limits 


a> 

n> 



thereof. 

** Also, That all the duties paid or secured to be paid upon 
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goods imported, shall be returned, or discharged upon such of the 
said goods, as shall within months be exported to any coun- 

try, without the limits of the United States, except so much as 
shall be necessary to defray the expense that may have accrued 
by the entry and safe keeping thereof.” 

On motion of Mr. Madison, the clauses of the report respecting Lloyd's 
the' duty to be laid on tonnage, were, for the present, postponed. 

It was then resolved — “ That this house doth concur with the 172. 
committee in the said resolution, and that Mr. Clymer, Mr. H. Journal, 
White, and Mr. Baldwin, do prepare and bring in a hill, or bills, 
pursuant thereto.” 

In the mean time, on the 29th of April, Messrs. Gerry, Smith, id. p. 23— 
of Maryland, and Parker, were appointed by the house, a com- 
mittee to prepare and report an estimate of the supplies requi- 
site for the present year, and of the nett produce of the impost, 
as agreed to by the house ; and on the 8th of May, the house 
adopted the following order: — 

Ordered — That the committee appointed on the 29th ultimo, 
to report an estimate of the supplies requisite for the present 
year, and of the nett produce of the impost, as agreed to by the 
house, be authorized and instructed to collect early and authen- 
tic statements of the particular articles of foreign produce and 
manufactures annually imported into, and of all the articles ex- 
ported from, the several states, and the value of such imports 
and exports ; also, the number of vessels, both foreign and do- 
mestic, entered and cleared during that time, specifying their 
tonnage, and the nations to which they respectively belong: spe- 
cifying, also, the exact numbers of each particular description of 
vessels, of each nation, and the amount of tonnage of each par- 
ticular vessel.” 

On the 4th of May, the house proceeded to consider the ton- 14. p. 27. 
nage clauses reported by the committee of the whole. Consi- 
derable discussion took place on the subject of the discrimina- 
tion proposed, Mr. Lawrance moving to strike it out; and this mo- Lloyd's 
tion was opposed by Mr. Madison, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Page, and Mr. 

Jackson ; and was supported by Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Sher- 179—196. 
man. The house came to no decision on the question during 
that day. On the 5th, Mr. Jackson moved to reduce the ton- 
nage duty from thirty to twerUy cents, with a view of reducing the 
tonnage on the vessels of powers not in alliance. This motion was 
opposed by Mr. An^. Mr. Madison, to harmonize the conflict- 




HISTOUY OF CONGRESS. 


311 


, Chap. III. National Revenue— Imposts, and Tonnage Duties. 1789. 

1st Congress, ing opinioDS which v.^erc thrown out, proposed to reduce the pre- 
gent duty to 25 cents, and increase it at the end of the next year 
to 60 cents. The discussion of this question was resumed on the Lloyd’s 
6th, when the motion to reduce from thirty to twenty cents was y pi 
negatived. On the 7th, Mr. Madison moved to reduce the duty 225—237. 
to forty cents, and, at the end of the year 1790, to increase it to Lt- p- 238 
seroenty-five cents. After much discussion, this motion was nega- 
tived. The house then agreed to the last resolution reported by 
the committee, so annexed as to read as follows: — 

Resolution Resolved — That there ought to be levied on all vessels en- H. Journal, 

amend- qp cleared in the United States, the duties following, to 

wit: — 

On all vessels built within the United States, and belonging 
wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate of six cents per ton. 

“On all vessels not built within the United States, but now 
belonging wholly to citizens thereof, at the rate of six cents per 
ton. 

On all vessels belonging wholly to the subjects of powers 
with whom the United States have formed treaties; or partly to 
the subjects of such powers, and partly to the citizens of the said 
states, at the rate of thirty cents per ton. 

<< On all vessels belonging wholly or in part to the subjects of 
other powers, at the rate of fifty cents per ton. 

Provided — That no vessel, built within the United States, 
and belonging to a citizen or citizens thereof, whilst employed 
in the coasting trade, or in the fisheries, shall pay tonnage more 
than once in any one year: nor shall any ship or vessel, built 
within the United States, pay tonnage on her first voyage. 

“ Provided^ also — That no vessel be employed in the transpor- 
tation of the produce or manufactures of the United States, or 
any of them, coastwise, except such vessels shall be built with- 
in the United States, and the property of a citizen or citizens 
thereof.” 

Committee Messrs. Wadsworth, Heister, and Seney, were then appointed 

l^^l^prepare prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to the said reso- 
lution. 

First tariff In the mean time, on the 5th of May, Mr. Clymer, from the id.p.28,29. 
committee appointed for that purpose, presented a bill for lay- 
ing a duty on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into 
the United States,” which received then its first reading; and, 
on the 6th, was read a second time, and committed to a com- rd. p. 31— 
mittee of the whole house, to-morrow. The bill was discussed 
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in committee on the 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th. Mr. 
Tucker commenced the debate, and moved that the duty on dis- 
tilled spirits be reduced six cents per gallon. After discussion, 
the motion was rejected: ayes, 19; noes, 26. The subject of 
molasses occupied the committee during the 11th and 12th, when 
the duty of six cents was stricken out by a vote of 24 to 22. It 
was then moved to fill the blank with two, three, four, 2 xA Jive; 
and five was ultimately agreed to: ayes, 25; noes, 23. On the 
13th, the bill was amended by the insertion, on the motion of 
Mr. Ames, of an impost of seven and one half per cent, on chi- 
na, earthen, and stone ware, and looking-glasses and brushes. 
Mr. Ames also moved to include gunpowder, but the motion was 
negatived. Mr. Parker, of Virginia, also proposed the insertion 
of a clause imposing a duty on the importation of slaves, of ten 
dollars for each person; but, after some debate, he withdrew his 
motion, on the suggestion of Mr. Madison, that it would be best to 
make this item the subject of a distinct bill. Mr. Smith, on 
the 14th, moved to add a clause, allowing a drawback of ten per 
cent, on the duty payable on all goods imported in American 
vessels, owned and navigated according to law, by citizens of the 
United Stales; which was agreed^ to: ayes, 30; noes, 16. The 
bill was then reported with the amendments, which were agreed 
to by the House; and it was ordered that the bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed for a third reading. On the 15th, the bill was 
read a third time, and, on motion, was ordered to be recommitted 
to a committee of the whole house, immediately. The house 
then resolved itself into committee on the bill, Mr. Page in the 
chair; and, after some time, the bill was again reported with se- 
veral amendments, which were agreed to by the house. Mr. 
Madison then moved further to amend the bill, by adding at the 
end thereof, a clause, limiting the time of its continuance, which 
brought on a renewed discussion of the policy and general prin- 
ciples of the bill, continuing through the greater part of that 
day and the next. Mr. Madison stated that the words he would 
propose, were: that this act should not continue and be in force 

longer than the day of -, unless otherwise limited 

by the act providing for the appropriation. Being thrown into its 
proper form, the amendment was — ^nd he it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforesaid — That this act shall be in force 

until the day of , and from thence until the end 

of the next session of Congress, which shall happen thereafter.’’ 
Mr. Lawrance required the ayes and noes on this question. Mr. 
Madison subsequently withdrew his motion, in order to intro- 


Lloyd’s 
Con. Reg., 
vol. i. p. 
250—255. 


Id. p. 291 
—304. 


Id. p. 305 
—313. 


H. Journal, 
p. 35, 36. 


Lloyd’s 
Con. Reg., 
vol. i. p. 
316—344. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 

.Chap. III. National Revenue— Imposts, and Tonnage Duties 

1 st Congress, duce a substitule, that this act shall not continue in force after 

ist Session. ^ , , . . 

— " the clay ot , unless otherwise provided in the act 

for the appropriation of the revenue. He expressed himself 
willing to fill the blank with a more distant day than had been 
intended. The latter part of the clause was objected to; and, 
after a division of the question, at the requisition of Mr. Smith, 
of South Carolina, that part was stricken out. The question then 
stood as it was originally introduced by Mr. Madison, as follows — 
tdnd be it further enacted., hij the authority aforesaid — That this 

act shall continue and be in force, until the day of , 

and from thence until the end of the next succeeding session of 
Congress, which shall happen thereafter.*’ The previous ques- 
tion was then demanded by five members : Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” And, on this question, it was determined in 
the aflirmative. And then the main question, that the House do 
agree to the amendment, was pul, and decided in the aflirmative, 
by the following vote: — 

A^eed to. Ayes — Messrs. Baldwin, Benson, Bland, Burke, Carroll, Coles, li. Journal, 

Contec, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif- 
fin. Grout, Hathorn, Heistcr, Huntington, Jackson, Lee, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Scott, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Silvester, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, V^adsworlh, White, Wynkoop. — 41. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Clymer, Law- 
rance, Sherman, Sinnickson, Thatcher. — 8. 

iVill passed The bill was then engrossed, read a tliird time, and passed. 

by House. Senate, the bill was read a first time on the 18th; and, S. Journal, 

on the question of its second reading, the Senate were occupied 
on the 25th, 28th, 29th, and on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 8th 
of June ; when it was agreed that Messrs. Ellsworth, Morris, Lee, 

Butler, and Dalton, should be a committee to consider and report 
the expediency of adding a clause, prohibiting the importation of 
goods from China or India, in ships or vessels, other than those be- 
longing to the citizens of the United Slates. On the 9th, the bill ^Id. p. 32, 
was ordered to a third reading, on the following M ednesday ; and, 
on the 10th and 11th, the bill was read a third time, and con- 
curred in with the following amendments: — 

Amend- “ Page 1, line 1. At A insert, ‘for the discharge of the debts 

IheTenatf of the United States.’ 

^^Line^, Strikeout ‘ Congress,’ and insert ‘Senate and Re- 
presentatives;’ and, after the words ‘ United States,’ insert, ‘of 
America, in Congress assembled.’ 

VoL. L — 40 


SIS 

i7S9. 
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istsewion*"* “ 4. Expunge ‘ fifteenth day of June,’ and insert, ‘first 
day of July.’ 

7. Strike out the words following: ‘ On all distilled spi- 
Senate. pits, of Jamaica proof, imported from the European dominions of 
any state or kingdom, having a commercial treaty with the United 
States, per gallon, 12 cents.’ 

“On all other distilled spirits, imported from the European do- 
minions of such state or kingdom, per gallon, 10 cents. 

“ Line 10. Strike out the word ‘other.’ 

“ 11. Strike out ‘ 15,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“ 12. Strike out ‘ 12,’ and insert ‘ 8.’ 

“ 13. Strikeout ‘5,’ and insert ‘ 3.’ 

“ 14. Strike out ‘ 25,’ and insert ‘ 18.’ 

“ 15. Strike out ‘ 15,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“ 16. Strike out ‘ 8,’ and insert ‘ 5.’ 

“ 17. Strike out ‘25,’ and insert ‘ 16.’ 

Page 2, lines 1 and 2. Strike out ‘ 75,’ and insert ‘ 60.’ 

4, Strike out ‘200,’ and insert ‘ 150.’ 

« 10. At B, insert, ‘ Qn Indigo, per pound, 16 cts.’ 

« 1 1. Strike out ‘ 3,’ and insert ‘ 1.’ 

« 15, At E, insert, ‘or in ships or vessels built in 

foreign countries; and on the sixteenth day of May last, wholly 
the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, and so 
continuing until the time of importation.’ 

Page 2, Ime 10. Strike out ‘10,’ and insert ‘ 12.’ 

“ 20. Strike out the W’ords following : ‘ On all teas, 

imported from any country other than China or India, in any ship 
or vessel whatsoever, or from China or India in any ship or ves- 
sel which is not wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, as follows: — 

“ ‘ On Bohea tea, per pound, ten cents. 

“ ‘ On all Souchong, and other black leas, per pound, fifteen 
cents. 

“‘On all Hyson teas, per pound, thirty cents. 

“‘On all other green teas, per pound, eighteen cents.’ 

“And insert, ‘On all teas imported from Europe, in ships or 
vessels built in the United States, and belonging wholly to a citi- 
zen or citizens thereof, or in ships or vessels built in foreign coun- 
tries; and on the sixteenth day of May last, wholly the property 
of a citizen or citizens of the United States, and so continuing 
until the time of importation, as follows : — 

“ On Bohea tea, per pound, eight cents. 

“ On all Souchong, and other black teas, per pound, thirteen 
cents. 
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On all Hyson teas, per pound, twenty-six cents. 

‘‘ On all other green teas, per pound, sixteen cents. 

On all teas imported in any other manner than as above- 
mentioned, as follows: — 

“ On Bohea tea, per pound, fifteen cents. 

On all Souchong, and other black teas, per pound, twenty- 
two cents. 

On all Hyson teas, per pound, forty-five cents. 

On all other green teas, per pound, twenty-seven cents. 

‘‘ On all goods, wares, and merchandises, other than teas, im- 
ported from China or India, in ships not built in the United 
States, and not wholly the property of a citizen or citizens there- 
of, nor in vessels built in foreign countries, and, on the 10th day 
of May last, wholly the properly of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and so continuing until the time of importation, 
twelve and a half per centum ad valorem. 

“ At C, insert ‘ On gunpowder,’ and ‘on all paints ground in 
oil, ten per centum ad valorem.'* 

“ Line 32, strike out ‘71,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

“ And in the same line, strike out ‘of metal.’ 

“ At K, insert ‘ on shoe and knee buckles, ten per centum ad 
valorem.^ 

Page 2, lines 33 and 34, strike out ‘ 7|^,’ and insert ‘ 10.’ 

‘‘Page 3, lines 1, 2,3,6, 9, 10, strike out and insert 

‘ 10 .’ 

“ At L, insert ‘ on gold and silver lace, on gold and silver leaf, 
ten per centum ad valorem. 

“ ‘ And that all the articles dutied ad valorem, be arranged to- 
gether under their respective rates.’ 

“ At M, insert ‘ on playing cards, per pack, ten cents.’ 

“ Line 17, after ‘ wool,’ insert ‘ cotton,’ and strike out the 
words ‘ other than indigo.’ 

“ Line 21, insert after sixty cents, ‘ and on cotton, per pound, 
three cents.’ 

“ Page 4, line 1, strike out the following words : ‘ And he it fur- 
ther enacted, by the authority aforesaid^Thai there shall be allowed 
and paid on every gallon of rum distilled within the United 
States, and exported beyond the limits of the same, in conside- 
ration of the duty on the importation of the molasses from w'hich 
the said rum shall have been distilled, six cents.’ 

“Page 3, line 23, at N, insert ‘ except on distilled spirits, other 
than brandy and Geneva.’ 

“ Line 25, at O, insert, ‘as settled by the late treaty of 
peace.’ 


1789. 


H. Journal, 
p. 34. 
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“ Page 4, line 7, at P, insert ^ or in vessels built in foreign 
countries, and, on the 16th day of May last, wholly the property 
of a citizen or citizens of the United Stale.s, and so continuing, 
until the time of importation.' " 

On the 151h and 16th of June, the House considered the 
amendments made by the Senate, and adopted a resolution, in 
the following form: — 

Resolved — Thai this house doth agree to the first, eighth, ii. journal, 
ninth, tenth, sixteenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, Iwen- P 
ty-first, twenty-third, thirty-first, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, thir- 
ty-fifth, thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth; thirty-ninth, 
and fortieth amendments. 

** And doth disagree to the second fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, 
twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty- 
seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, and thirty-second 
amendments." 

The third amendment was then agreed to with an amend- 
ment, by striking out the word “ July " proposed to be inserted 
by the Senate, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the word “Au- 
gust." 

On the 181h and 19th, the Senate resumed the consideration s. Journal, 
of the subject, and insisted on their second, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, eleventh, twelfth, and seventeenth amendments, and re- 
ceded from their third, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, twenty- 
second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, twenty-se- 
venth, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, and thirty-second 
amendments. 

The House of Representatives, on the 24th, considered the mes- h. Journal, 
sage sent from the Senate, and receded from their disagreement P- 
to the second amendment, agreeing to that amendment, with an 
amendment, by inserting after the words, “ Senate andy"* the 
words “ House The house insisted on their disagreement 

to the fourth and fifth amendments to the bill; and requested a 
conference with the Senate, on the subject matter of the sixth, 
seventh, eleventh, twelfth, and seventeenth amendments; ap- 
pointing Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and Madison, to be ma- 
nagers on the part of the House. 

On the 25th, the Senate deliberated upon the decision of the S. Journal, 
House, and so far receded from their second amendment, as to 
concur in the modification which had been made by the House. 

The following resolution was at the same time adopted: — 
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“ Resolved — That the Senate do still insist on the fourth and 
fifth amendments, but have agreed to the proposed conference; and 
have charged their managers to confer with those of the House of 
Representatives, as well on the said fourth and fifth amendments, 
as on the other amendments, on which the House of Represent- 
atives have requested a conference; and the Senate request that 
the House of Representatives will also charge their managers to 
confer with those of the Senate, on the said fourth and fifth 
amendments; and that Mr. Morris, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Ellsworth, s. Journal, 
be the managers on the part of the Senate.^’ 


Mr. Morris in the Senate, and Mr. Boudinot in the House, H. Journal, 
made a report from the managers on the 27th. The House im- 
mediately proceeded to act upon the report, and receded from 
their disagreement to the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eleventh, 
twelfth, and seventeenth amendments, agreeing to these several 
amendments, with the following amendments to the twelfth and 
seventeenth amendments: — 


In the twelfth amendment, strike o\xi‘ six iee7i,^ and insert 
^ twenty. ’ 

^Hn the seventeenth amendment, strike out one,^ and insert 
^ tvvo.^ 


This decision having been communicated to the Senate, that 
body so far receded from their twelfth and seventeenth amend- 
ments, as to concur in the modifications of them made by the 
House of Representatives. 

In the mean time, Mr. Wadsworth, from the committee ap- id. p. 41. 
pointed on the 7th of May, presented a bill imposing duties on 
tonnage, which received its first reading on the 25th, and was 
read a second time and committed on the following day. On 
the 27th, the bill was considered and amended in committee of 
the whole, and on the 28th the amendments \Vere agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. On id. p, 42. 
the 29th of May, the bill was read a third time and passed in 
the House. The bill did not receive its first reading in the Se- s. journtti, 
nate until the 9Lh of June, the tariflfbiil being under discussion. P* 32.34. 
It was taken up on its second reading, and discussed on the 15th 
and 16th of June. And on the 19th, the bill was read a third 
lime and concurred in with the following amendments: — 

“ Line 1. Strike out ^ the Congress of the United States,’ and 
insert ‘ the Senate and Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled.’ 

Line 4. Strike out at A, ^ now belonging,’ and insert ^on 
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ships or vessels shall continue to belong.’ 

Lines 5, 6, 7. Strike out from C to D; namely: ^ On all 
ships,’ &c., and insert ^ on all ships or vessels hereafter built in 
the United States, belonging wholly or in part to subjects of fo- 
reign powers, at the rate of 20 cents per ton.’ 

Line 7. Next after the words ^ on all,’ insert ^ other.’ 

6i g. Strike out from EtoF; namely: ^Belonging wholly s. Journal, 

or in part to subjects of other powers.’ P* 

Lines 9 and 10. Strike out from G to H; namely: ^ On all 
ships,’ See, 

Line 14. Strike out ^no,’ and 'shall be,’ and -insert ^ every.’ 

17. Insert after ' citizens thereof,’ ' shall on each entry 

pay fifty cents per ton.’ 

" Line 19. Strike out ' June,’ and insert ' July.’ ” 

The House of Representatives considered these amendments 
on the 24th, and determined to agree to the first, second, and 
ninth amendments, the first and ninth to be amended as follows : — 


" In the first amendment, after the words ' Senate and,’ insert ii. journal, 
' House of. ’ ” p. 53. 

" In the ninth amendment, strike out the word ' July,’ and in- 
sert ‘ August.’ ” 


House dis- 
agree to 
some a- 
mend- 
ments. 


Confer- 

ence. 


The House, at the same time, disagreed to the third, fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth amendments to the bill; desired a 
conference with the Senate upon the subject matter of these 
amendments, and appointed Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and 
Madison, to be managers on the part of the House. 

The Senate, on the 25th, concurred in the modifications pro- S. Journal, 
posed by the House of Representatives in their first and ninth 
amendments, and appointed Messrs. Morris, Lee, and Ellsworth, 
to be a committee to confer with the committee of the House 
upon the disagreement of the two houses on the other amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Boudinot made a report from the managers on the 27th, h. Journal, 
when the House receded from their disagreement to the third, P* 
seventh, and eighth amendments, agreeing to these amendments, 
with the following amendment to the third ; namely : in lieu of 
striking out the clause, as proposed by the Senate, to retain the 
same, and to add to the end thereof, the words proposed to be in- 
serted by the Senate, amended to read thus : On all ships or 
vessels, hereafter built in the United States, belonging wholly, or 
in part, to subjects of foreign powers, at the rate of thirty cents 
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per ton. The House also hisisied on their disagreement to the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

On the 30th, the Senate resolved to adhere to their third, S. Journal, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments, but so far to concur in the 
amendment of the House in the third amendment, as to agree 
to the insertion of the words proposed by that house. 

The question came again before the House of Representatives H. Journal, 
on the 1st of July, when it was moved to recede from the disa- 
greement to the different amendments, to which the Senate had 
adhered. And this motion was decided in the affirmative, by the 
following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Burke, Cadwalader, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Ilathorn, Huntington, Jack- 
son, Lawrance, J.^ee, I^ivcrmore, Mathews, Moore, Partridge, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 31. 

JVoes — Messrs. Boudinot, Brown, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Con- 
tee, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sturges, Sumpter, Vining. 

— 10 . 

In pursuance to an order of the House of Representatives, on id. p. 31. 
the 8th of May, Mr. Gerry, from the committee appointed on the 
11th of April, presented a bill for collecting duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States, which 
was read a first time. On the next day, it received its second 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole liouse. Id, p.37. 
On the 18th, the bill was taken up in committee, when it was Lloyd’s 
opposed by Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Jackson, and 
Mr. Vining, as inadequate, unconstitutional, imperfect, and unfit 345, 34G. 
for the purposes for which it was intended. Mr. Vining expressed 
a hope that the committee would rise, as the*best mode of get- 
ting rid of the bill. This was agreed to, when Mr. Page, the 
chairman, said be was at a loss to make a regular report, as the 
committee had given no particular instructions ; but, the truth 
was, they desired to have nothing more to do with the bill. The 
committee then rose, and the chairman reported that, according 
to order, they had had the bill under consideration, and gone 
through the same, and made no amendment thereto. The bill 
was then ordered to lie on the table; and there it was suffered 
to remain. 

On the 27th of May, Mr. Fitzsimons, from the same commit- h. jounul, 
tee, presented a bill to regulate the collection of duties imposed P 
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on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States, which was then read a first lime. It received its second 
reading on the 29th, and was committed. The bill was consi- 
dered in committee on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
12tb, and 13th of June, and on the last named day, the commit- 
tee of the whole were discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill, and it was referred to a special committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Lawrance, Jackson, Burke, Li- 
vermore, and Sherman. 

On the 29lh of June, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, re- 
ported that the committee had prepared an entire new bill, as an 
amendment and .substitute to the former bill, which was read and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
considered in committee on the 2d, 3d, 6tb, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th 
of July; and, on the last named day, the committee reported va- 
rious amendments, which, on the 11th, were again amended; and 
the bill was ordered to a third reading. And, on the 14th, the 
blanks being filled up, the bill was passed, with the following 
title: act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed 

by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, 
and merchandises, imported into the United Slates. 

The Senate ordered the bill to be read a first time on the 15th, 
and to receive its second reading on the 17lh. The bill, on its 
second reading, however, was not taken up until the 20th, when, 
after debate, it was committed to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Car- 
roll, Dalton, and Lee, to report such additions and alterations as 
they may judge requisite. The bill was again discussed on the 
following day; and, on the 23d, it was again taken up, and it was 
then moved to expunge the clause, providing, “ that oaths shall 
be administered to the master, or other persons h.yving the charge 
or command of any ship or vessel,’^ and to substitute the words, 
“ and the owner’s and master’s declaration, with penalties for 
false entry;” but the motion was determined in the negative. 
The bill received its third reading on the 27th, and was concur- 
red in with the amendments which are subjoined. 

Page 1 , line 4. After <la\v,’ strike out < upon,’ and insert 
‘ on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on.’ 

Lme 25. After ‘ Medford,’ insert ‘ Cohasset.’ 

Page A, line 9, After ^also,’ strike out ^ a,’ and insert 
Uwo.’ Strike out Uo reside at the city of Hudson,’ and in- 
sert — 

Line 10. < One to reside at the city of Albany, and the 
other at the city of Hudton.’ 


H. Journal, 
p. 43—48. 


fj. p. 55 — 
59. 


Id.p.60,61. 


S. .Toiirnal, 
p. 42, 43. 


Id. p. 44. 


Id. p. 45. 
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Line 13. After < Burlington, and,’ strike out ‘Greenwich,’ 
and insert ‘ Bridgetown.’ 

‘‘ Line 24. Strike out ‘ Greenwich,’ and insert ‘Bridgetown.’ 

<< 27. After ‘ Salem,’ insert ‘ Port Elizabeth, or,’ and af- 

ter ‘Maurice river,’ insert ‘Stillwell’s landing on.’ 

“ Line 28. Strike out ‘ Greenwich,’ and insert ‘ Bridgetown.’ 

Page 5, line 5. After ‘annexed,’ insert ‘Newcastle, and.’ 

Strike out ‘ a’ after ‘ as,’ and insert ‘s’ after ‘ port,’ in the se- 
cond place. 

“ Line 11. After ‘ river shall be,’ strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

12. After ‘ Baltimore,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 

port of entry.’ 

“ Line 15. Strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

« 16. After ‘Chester,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 

port of entry.’ 

“ Line 17. After ‘ inclusive,’ insert ‘and Cambridge shall be 
a port of delivery only.’ 

“ Line 18. After ‘ Oxford,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 
port of entry.’ 

“ Line 20. After ‘ inclusive,’ insert ‘ and Salisbury shall be a 
port of delivery only.’ 

^^Line2\, After ‘ Vienna,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 
port of entry.’ 

“ Line 24. Strike out ‘constituted.’ 

u 25 . After ‘ Snow-Hill,’ insert ‘ which shall be the sole 

port of entry.’ 

“ Page 6, line 11. Strikeout ‘ten,’ and insert ‘twelve.’ Af- 
ter ‘ to wit,’ insert ‘ Hampton, as one port.’ 

“/.me 12. After ‘ Tappahannock,’ insert ‘ Yeocomico river, 
including Kinsale.’ 

“Arne 13. After ‘Louisville,’ insert ‘the authority of the 
officers at Hampton shall extend over all the waters, shores, 
bays, harbours, and inlets, between the south side of the mouth 
of York river, along the west shore of Chesapeake Bay to Hamp- 
ton, and thence up James’ river to the west side of Chicahomony 
river, and a collector shall be appointed to reside at Hampton, 
which shall be the sole port of entry.’ 

“ Line 16. Strike out ‘ the point of landing forming the south 
shore at the mouth of York river, thence up to Hampton,’ and 
insert ‘ the mouth of James’ river.’ 

“ Line 17. Strike out ‘including both shores thereof,’ after 
‘ James’ river.’ 

VoL. I. — 41 
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Line 19. Strike out < or Portsmouth, as the secretary of 
the treasury shall direct.^ 

Line 20. Strike out ^ Hampton.^ 

Page 7, line 8. Strike out ^to the district of Dumfries, in- 
cluding Newport, shall be annexed Yeocomico river, including 
Kinsale, as a port of delivery only; and a collector for the district 
shall be appointed to reside at Dumfries, which shall be the sole 
port of entry; also, a surveyor to reside at Barren point, on Yeo- 
comico river, and the authority of the officers of the said dis- 
trict shall extend over all the waters, shores, bays, harbours, 
and inlets, comprehended on the south side of Potomac river, 
from Smith’s point to Cockpit point, on the said river,’ and in- 
sert < the district of Yeocomico river, including Kinsale, shall 
extend from Smith’s point, on the south side of Potomac river, 
to Boyd’s Hole, on the same river, including all the waters, S. Journal, 
shores, bays, rivers, creeks, harbours, and inlets, along the south 
shore of Potomac river, to Boyd’s Hole aforesaid; and Yeoco- 
mico, including Kinsale, shall be the sole port of entry, and a 
collector shall be appointed to reside on Yeocomico river. The 
district of Dumfries, including Newport, shall extend from 
Boyd’s Hole to Cockpit point, on the south side of Potomac ri- 
ver; and a collector shall be appointed to reside at Dumfries, 
which shall be the sole port of entry; and the authority of the 
officers of this district shall extend over all the waters, shores, 
bays, harbours, and inlets, comprehended between Boyd’s Hole 
and Cockpit point, aforesaid.’ 

^^Page 8, line 14. After < Jekeyl Island,’ insert, ‘Frederica 
shall be a port of delivery only.’ 

“ Line 21. Strike out ‘ constituted.’ 

“ 27. After ‘Wilmington,’ insert ‘New Castle and Port 

Penn.’ 

“ Line 28. After ‘ Georgetown,’ insert ‘ on Potomac.’ 

29. Strike out ‘ or,’ and insert ‘ and.’ 

^^Page 9, line 4. Strike out ‘any port or place in India or 
China, or beyond.’ 

“ Line 5. Insert, after ‘ Cape of Good Hope,’ ‘ or from any 
place beyond the same.’ 

“ Line 8. After ‘ Delaware,’ insert ‘ Baltimore town. ’ 

“ 12. Strike out ‘ and,’ and insert ‘ or.’ 

“ 16. Strike out (‘except the port of Hampton, in the 

said district.’) 

“ Line 2 1 . Strike out ‘ Hampton. ’ 

27. After ‘ or,’ insert ‘ the collector.’ 
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nt Congress. Page 10, line 5. After ‘Portsmouth,’ insert, ‘or \yith the 

lit Session. i, , /» tt « 

— collector for the port of Hampton.’ 

me^u^”of Line 15. Strike out ‘ making the same.’ 

Senate. “ 18. After ^of goods,’ insert, ‘ to employ proper per- 

sons as weighers, gaugers, measurers, and inspectors, at the se- 
veral ports within his district, together with such persons as shall 
be necessary to serve in the boats which may be provided, for 
securing the collection of the revenue: to provide, at the public 
expense, and with the approbation of the principal officer of the 
treasury department, store-houses, for the safe keeping of goods; 
together with such scales, weights, and measures, as shall be 
deemed necessary.’ 

“ Line 22, Strike out ‘and jointly with him to employ pro- 
per persons as weighers, gaugers, measurers, and inspectors, at 
the several ports within their district, together with such per- 
sons as shall be necessary to serve in the boats which may be 
provided for securing the collection of the revenue: to provide, 
at the public expense, and with the approbation of the principal 
officer of the treasury department, store-houses for the safe keep- 
ing of goods; together with such scales, weights, and measures, 
as shall be deemed necessary.” 

Page 11, line 6. After ‘naval officer,’ insert — ^ Jind he it 
further enacted — Thai every collector, appointed in virtue of 
this act, in case of his necessary absence, sickness, or inability 
to execute the duties of his office, may appoint a deputy, duly 
authorized under his hand and seal, to execute and perform, in 
his behalf, all and singular the powers, functions, and duties of 
collector of the district to which he, the said principal, is attached, 
who shall be answerable for the neglect of duty, or other mal- 
conduct of his said deputy, in the execution of the office.’ 

^^^ndnd be it further enacted — That in case of the disability 
or death of any collector, the duties and authofitics vested in him 
by this act, shall devolve on his deputy, if any such hath been 
appointed, (for whose conduct the estate of such disabled or de- 
ceased collector shall be liable,) and the said deputy shall exercise 
the authority, and perform all the duties, until a successor shall 
be appointed. But in cases where no deputy is appointed, the 
authorities and duties of the disabled or deceased collector shall 
devolve upon the naval officer of the same district, until a succes- 
sor, duly authorized and sworn, shall enter upon the execution 
of the duties of the said office.’ 

“ Line 9. After ‘ port,’ strike out, ‘ and the surveyor shall, in 
like manner, execute all the duties required of other surveyors.’ 


1780. 
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^^Line 26. After ‘ informer/ insert, ^ and no weigher, gauger, 
measurer, or inspector, shall execute the duties of his office, until 
he shall have taken the above oath or affirmation.^ 

“Page 12, line 7. After <is bound, ^ insert, ^and the name or 
names of the person or persons to whom the goods are con- 
signed; or, in cases where the goods are shipped to order, the 
names of the shippers, noting the goods consigned to their or- 
ders.^ 

Line 19. After ^ authorized,^ insert ^and required.^ 

“ 27. After ^ ship or vessel,’ insert ‘but in open day, or.’ 

u 30. Strike out ‘ and if he be a pilot or officer of the 

customs.’ 

“ Page 13, line 1. After ‘ years,’ insert, ‘ and it shall be the 
duty of the collector of the district to advertise the names of all 
such persons in the public gazette of the state in which he re- 
sides, within twenty days after each respective conviction.’ 

“ Line 19. Strike out ‘ credible witness,’ and insert ‘reputa- 
ble citizens of the neighbourhood, but acquainted with matters of 
that kind.’ 

“ Line 21. Strike out ‘ within eight days next after the arrival s. Joumul, 
of such ship or vessel.’ P* 

Line 24. Strike out ‘exact.’ 

“ 27. Strike out ‘ thereon, and insert ‘ on the said entry.’ 

Page 14, line 3. Strike out ‘thirty,’ and insert ‘ten.’ 

Line 25, Strike out ‘port,’ and insert ‘district, or to such 
person as he shall authorize or appoint, on his behalf, to receive 
the said goods.’ 

“Zme26. Strike out ‘goods,’ and insert ‘packages, with 
their marks and numbers.’ 

Page 15, Ime 1. After ‘discharged,’ insert — ^Provided, 
always — That the said limitation of fifteen days shall not extend 
to vessels laden With salt or coal; but, if the master or owner of 
such vessels require longer time to discharge their cargoes, the 
wages of the inspector, for every day’s attendance exceeding the 
said fifteen days, shall be paid by the master or owner.’ 

“ Line 24. Strike out ‘ from India or China,’ and insert ‘ from 
any place beyond the same.’ 

“ Line 25. Strike out ‘ of packages and commissions.’ 

“ Page 16, line 9. Strike out ‘one hundred,’ and insert ‘ fifty.’ 

“LinelA, Strike out ‘sufficient in,’ and insert ‘of double 
the.’ 

“ Line 21. Strike out ‘ one hundred,’ and insert ‘ fifty.’ 

a 27. After ‘ clear out,’ insert ‘ the register of which 
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ist Congress, ship OF vessel, at the time of entry, shall be lodged in the office 

^ of the collector, and there remain until such clearance.’ 

mentr^^'of 18, line 5. After ‘equal to,’ insert ‘double.’ 

Senate, Line 11. After ‘by any,’ insert ^ judge or.^ 

21. After ‘ that is to say,’ strike out ‘ every collector, 

in the sum of five thousand dollars; every naval officer, in the 
sum of one thousand dollars; and every surveyor, in the sum of 
one thousand dollars;’ and insert, ‘ the collector of Philadelphia, 
in the sum of sixty thousand dollars; the collector of New York, 
fifty thousand dollars; the collector of Boston, forty thousand 
dollars; the collectors of Baltimore town and Charleston, thirty 
thousand dollars; the collectors of Norfolk and Portsmouth, fif- 
teen thousand dollars; the collectors of Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire, of Salem and Beverly, Wilmington, Annapolis, 
Georgetown, in Maryland, Bermuda Hundred and City Point, 
and Alexandria, ten thousand dollars each; the collectors of New- 
buryport, Gloucester, Marblehead, Plymouth, Nantucket, Port- 
land and Falmouth, New London, New Haven, Fairfield, Perth 
Amboy, Chester, Oxford, Yorktown, Dumfries, Georgetown, in 
South Carolina, Beaufort, and Savannah, each five thousand dol- 
lars; and all the other collectors in the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars each. The naval officers for the ports of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore town, and Charleston, ten thousand dol- 
lars each; and all the other naval officers, in the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars each. The surveyors of the ports of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore town, and Charleston, five thou- 
sand dollars each, and all other surveyors one thousand dollars 
each.’ 

Page 18, line 24. After ‘ vessel,’ strike out ‘which is not 
wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
six dollars; for every entrance of any other ship or vessel, of the 
burden of one hundred tons or upwards, arriving from any fo- 
reign port, four dollars ; for every entrance of any such other 
ship or vessel, under the burden of one hundred tons, arriving 
from any foreign port, three dollars;’ and insert ‘of one hun- 
dred tons’ burden and upwards, two dollars and a half; for 
every clearance of any ship or vessel, of one hundred tons’ 
burden and upwards, two dollar^, and a half; for every en- 
trance of any ship or vessel, under the burden of one hundred 
tons, one dollar and a half; for every clearance of a ship or ves- 
sel, under one hundred tons’ burden, one dollar and a half. ’ 

“ Line 3. After ‘ bond,’ strike out ‘ to secure the payment of 
duties,’ and insert ‘taken officially.’ 


1789. 
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Lint 4. After ‘ thirty cents,’ insert ‘for every official cer- s. 
tificate, twenty cents; for every bill of health, twenty cents; for P* 
every other official document, registers excepted, required by 
the owner or master of every vessel not before enumerated, 
twenty cents.’ 

“ Line 6 . Strike out ‘ a common,’ and insert ‘ an office to be 
provided by the collector, in the place of his residence, most 
convenient for the trade of the district in which the said col- 
lector and naval officer shall each have at least one separate 
room.’ 

“After ‘ office,’ insert ‘ and the said fees shall be received by 
the collector, who shall settle the accounts monthly, and pay to 
the naval officer the balance which may be due to him on such 
monthly settlement.’ 

^‘Page 19, line 7. Strike out ‘ any ship or vessel which is not 
wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
and having on board goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to 
duty, four dollars; for the like services on board any other such 
ship or vessel, two dollars; for the like services on board any 
ship or vessel, wholly belonging to a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and having on board goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, subject to duty, three dollars; for the like services on board 
every other ship or vessel, one dollar;’ and insert ‘ any ship or 
vessel of one hundred tons and upwards, and having on board 
goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to duty, three dollars; 
for the like services on board any ship or vessel of less than one 
hundred tons’ burden, having on board goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, subject to duty, one dollar and a half; on all vessels 
not having on board goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to 
duty, two-thirds of a dollar.’ 

“ Line 12. After ‘ shall be paid,’ insert ‘ to the collector.’ 

“ 13. After ‘ performed,’ insert ‘ and the said collector 

shall pay weekly to the surveyor the fees so received.’ 

Line 16. After ‘paid by,’ strike out ‘owners thereof,’ and 
insert ‘collector,’ ‘out of the revenue.’ 

“ Line 18. Strike out ‘ two cenli,’ and insert ‘one cent.’ 

“ Page 20, line 25. After ‘ such goods,’ insert ‘ a protest in 
due form of law, made by the master and mate, or some of the 
seamen, ot* in case no such protest can be had.” 

“Pa^e21, line 19. After ‘recompense,’ insert ‘for con- 
niving.’ 

“ Line 20. Strike out ‘ with intent to elude the payment of 
any debt, or the performance of any duty established by law.’ 


1780. 
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48. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


m 


. Cbaf. hi. National Revenue— Imposta, and Tonnage Dutiei. 1789. 

litconfresB. Lint 24. Strike out <the sum of one hundred,^ and insert 
iBt wiot ^ ^ ^ hundred nor more than two thousand.’^ 

Page 22, line 15. After < merchandise and,’ insert < shall 
Senate. give bond to.’ 

After thereof,’ insert 'and to refund the cost, in case he 
shall not support his claim.’ 

<< Page 23, line 9. Strike out ^ two,’ and insert < three.’ 

24, line 2. Strike out ^ of foreign,’ and insert < not of 

their own. ’ 

Line 10. After the end of the paragraph, insert 'and all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, brought into the United States by 
land, contrary to this act, shall be forfeited, together with the 
carriages, horses, and oxen, that shall be employed in conveying 
the same.’ ” 

House con- These amendments being communicated to the House of Re- ii. Journal, 
cur. presentatives on the 28th, were immediately concurred in by P* 
that body. 

Importa- It has been already stated, during the discussion of the tariff Id. p.37. 

tion of hill, that Mr. Parker, of Virginia, moved to impose a tax of ten 

dollars on every slave imported, but withdrew his motion on the 
suggestion of Mr. Madison, that it would be better to make this 
the subject of a separate bill. Accordingly, on the 18th of May, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, leave was given by the House of Re- 
presentatives to bring in a bill concerning the importation of 
certain persons into the United States, prior to the year 1808, 
and Messrs. Parker, Sinnickson, and Muhlenberg, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare the same. On the 19th of Sep- 
tember, Mr. Parker, from this committee, presented a bill, con- 
forming in its title to the instruction given by the House. 

This bill was read a first time, and its further consideration was id. p. 114, 
then postponed until the next session of Congress. Nothing 
further was done with this bill. 

Petitions Soon after the collection and tonnage bills went into opera- id. p. 89. 
for repeal they were discovered to act unequally and oppressively on 
sion ofpr^ some districts, and the consequence was, that memorials came in 
visions of from various quarters, praying for modifications, and a suspension 
and ^ toll- of the odious features. The merchants of Alexandria and Dum- 
nage acts, in Virginia ; of Georgetown, Bladensburg, and Piscataway, 

in the state of Maryland, prayed Congress that so much of the 
act to regulate the collection of duties, as restricts ships or ves- 
sels bound up the river Potomac, to stop at Saint Mary’s or Yeo- 
comico, and there obtain a certified manifest of their cargoes 
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iJtSwmTn**' entry made, be repealed, or that the like regulation be H. Journal, 

made general throughout the United States. A petition was also P* 
presented from the commanders of packets plying between Pro- 
vidence and Newport, in Rhode Island, praying that so much of 
the act as subjects ships or vessels of that state to the same ton- 
nage as is imposed on foreign ships or vessels, may be suspended 
until the first day of December next. Petitions, similar in their Id. p. 104. 
import, from Providence, Newport, Bristol, Warren, and Barring- 
ton, in Rhode Island ; and others from other quarters, were also 
presented. These complaints were referred to a committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, and Lee, to whom Mr. 

Bland was afterwards added. In relation to the Potomac re- id. p. 90— 
striction, Mr. Goodhue made a report on the 26ih of August, 
which report was taken up on the 28th, for consideration, and 
was agreed to, in the following amended form : — 

“ That so much of the act, entitled ^ An act to regulate the 
collection of duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandises imported into the 
United States,’ as obliges vessels bound up the Potomac, to stop 
at St. Mary’s or Ycocomico, to report a manifest of their car- 
goes, ought to be suspended.’” 

Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, and Lee, were then instructed to id. p. 93. 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this report. And on the 
Bill to BUS- Scime day, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill to suspend part of an 
entitled ‘‘An act to regulate the collection of the duties im- 
collection posed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States,” which 
then received its first reading. The bill was read a second time 
on the following day; and, on the 31st, after its third reading, it id. p. 94. 
was committed to Messrs. Goodhue, Carroll, Lee, and Bland, with 
an instruction to insert a clause, or clauses, for establishing Bath 
and Frenchman’s Bay, in the state of Massachusetts, ports of 
delivery for all foreign vessels. On the 2d of September, the id. p. 95, 
bill was reported with the amendment, and on the 3d, it was 
read a third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read s. journal, 
a first time on the 7th, a second time on the 10th, and, on the 
11th, was committed to Messrs. Morris, Dalton, and Ellsworth; 
and this committee, on the next day, reported the following 
amendment to the bill: — 

Senate “ Be it further enacted — That all the privileges and advan- 
ment.^ tages to which ships and vessels, owned by citizens of the United 
States, are by law entitled, shall be, until the fifteenth day of 
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January next, extended to ships and vessels wholly owned by ci- 
tizens of the states of North Carolina, and Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations : Provided — That the master of every 
such ship or vessel, last mentioned, shall produce a register for 
the same, conformable to the laws of the state in which it shall 
have been obtained, showing that the said ship or vessel is, and 
before the first day of September instant, was, owned as afore- 
said; and make oath or affirmation, before the collector of the 
port in which the benefit of this act is claimed, that the ship or 
vessel for which such register is produced, is the same therein 
mentioned, and that he believes it is still wholly owned by the 
person, or persons, named in said register, and that he or they 
are citizens of one of the states aforesaid. 

“ And he it further enacted — That all rum, loaf sugar, and choco^ 
late, manufactured or made in the states of North Carolina, or 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, and imported or brought 
into the United States, shall be deemed and taken to be subject to 
the like duties, as goods of the like kinds, imported from any fo- 
reign state, kingdom, or country, are made subject to. 

“ And he it further enacted — That Rehoboth, in the state of Mas- 
sachusetts, shall be a port of entry and delivery, until the fifteenth 
day of January next, and that a collector be appointed for the 
same. ” 

Several petitions of the citizens of the state of Rhode Island, s. Journal, 
and North Carolina, praying for the relief proposed by this bill, P‘ 
were then read. The bill was amended by adding to it the 
clauses reported by the committee, and by striking out the word 
“ August,” in the eighth line, and substituting “ May,” and by 
adding to the title, the words, and for other purposes,” and was 
Bill passed then passed. The amendments were agreed to by the House of H. Journal, 
in Senate. j^gpj.gge,^tatives, ‘without opposition. . p. iio. 

Bill to sus- Mr. Goodhue, also, from the same committee, presented, on the icl.p.105 — 
operations^ 9th of September, a bill for suspending the operations of part of 
of part of an act, entitled “ An act imposing duties on tonnage,” which was 
na|e acS^' then read a first time, and was passed through its remaining stages 

on the two next succeeding days. On the llth, the bill was s. Journal, 
read twice in the Senate, and committed to Messrs. Morris, Dal- 
ton, and Ellsworth, who made a verbal report thereupon on the 
Rejected. 12th, when the Senate adopted a resolution not to concur with 
the House in this bill. 

Bill to a- From the same committee, on the 17th of September, Mr. li. Journal, 
kctbnact Goodhue presented a bill for amending part of an act, entitled P- 112,113. 
VoL. I. — 42 
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‘‘An act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed by law 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandbes, imported into the United States,” which received its 
first reading on that day, and was read a second and third time 
on the 18th and 19th. On the last named day, the bill received S. Journal, 
its two first readings in the Senate, and was ordered to a third 
reading. On the 26th, the bill was taken up for its third reading, id. p. 90. 
when it was committed to Messrs. Read, Morris, and Dalton. On 
the 28th, Mr. Read, from this committee, made a report adverse id. p. 91> 
to the bill, which was then rejected by the Senate. 

On the 3d of May, 1790, a petition from the merchants, Slc., 1790. 
of Alexandria, was presented to the House of Representatives, h. Journal, 
praying the repeal of so much of the “ Act to regulate the col- P-207,208, 
lection of the duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, and on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into 
the United States,” as obliges ships, or vessels, bound up the river 
Potomac, to come to, and depositc manifests at Yeocomico; which 
petition was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Lawrance, Boudinol, 
Fitzsimons, and Lee. And on the 22d of June, Mr. Goodhue id. p. 247. 
presented a bill imposing duties on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels, which then received its first and second reading, and was 
committed. The bill was considered in committee, and reported id. p. 249, 
with an amendment on the 23d; and on the following day it was 
passed. The bill was read a first time in the Senate, on the 24th; s. Journal, 
on the next day the second reading was postponed. On the 29th, 
the bill was read a second time, and committed to Messrs. Read, id. p. 169. 
Dalton, and Morris. And on the 12th of July, the bill was re- 
ported by Mr. Read, without amendment, received its third read- id. p. 177. 
ing, and was passed. 

During the second session of the first Congress, it was found il. Journal, 
that further legislation on this subject was still necessary. On 
the 9th of January, 1790, a petition was presented to the house 
from Christopher Saddler, of Nova Scotia, praying to be relieved 
from the forfeiture of his vessel and cargo, which w^ere seized in 
the port of Boston, for a violation of the impost law, of which he 
wa» wholly ignorant. This petition being referred to the secre- id. p. 143. 
tary of the treasury, for his examination and opinion, a report 
from that officer was received and referred to a committee, con- 
sbting of Messrs. Ames, Sturges, Stone, Griffin, and Wynkoop, 
and it was directed that the secretary of the treasury should re- 
port “ such information as he may have obtained respecting any 
difficulties which may htive occurred in the execution of the se- 
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veral laws for collecting duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dises, and on tonnage, &c.” Mr. Ames, from the committee on 
Saddler’s petition, made a report on the 26th of January, which 
was agreed to by the house, as follows: — That, in the opinion 
of the committee, provision ought to be made by law, for the re- 
mission or mitigation of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in cer- 
tain cases;” and the same committee wore appointed to prepare 
and bring in a bill, pursuant to the above report. In the mean 
time, petitions complaining of the operation of the collection laws 
came in from many other quarters. On the same day, Mr. 
Ames presented a bill to provide for the remission or mitigation 
of fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in certain cases, which then 
received its first reading. The bill was read a second time, on 
the next day, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. On the 5th of February, the bill was considered in com- 
mittee, and reported with an amendment, and the bill and amend- 
ment were then recommitted to the same committee. Mr. 
Ames, on the 3d of March, presented, from the committee, an 
amendatory bill, which was read a first time, received its second 
reading, and was committed on the following day ; and, on the 
5th, was considered in committee, and reported with an amend- 
ment, which being agreed to, the bill was ordered to its third 
reading, which it received on the following day of the session. 
In the Senate, the bill received its first reading on the 9th, and 
was considered on the 11th, when it was committed to Messrs. 
Morris, Izard, Strong, Henry, and Langdon. On the 15th, Mr. 
Morris reported several amendments, and the report was consi- 
dered on the 17th, when the bill w'as again committed (the rules 
being dispensed with) to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Read, Morris, Strong, Ellsworth, and Bassett. A report was 
made by this committee, on the 19th, which was accepted as an 
amendment to the bill, and with this amendment, the bill was 
passed. The House of Representatives, on the 24th, disagreed 
to the amendment of the Senate, and desiring a conference on 
the subject, appointed Messrs. Ames, Huntington, and Jackson, 
to be managers on the part of the House. The Senate agreed 
to the conference, and appointed Messrs. Strong, Ellsworth, and 
Read, to be managers on their part. Mr. Ames, on the 9th of 
April, made report to the house, that the committee had met 
the managers on the part of the Senate, and had freely discussed 
the subject matter of the amendments, but had come to no agree- 
ment thereon. And on the 12th, the house resolved to adhere to 
their disagreement to the amendment of the Senate. On the 
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following day, the Senate also adhered to their amendment, and 
thus the bill was lost. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury was communicated 
to the house by the speaker on the 23d, containing a report, in 
compliance with the direction of the house on the 19th of Ja- 
nuary, respecting difFiculties which had occurred in the execu- 
tion of the laws for collecting duties; and this letter was com- 
mitted to Messrs. Goodhue, Lawrance, Boudinot, Fitzsimons, 
and Lee. And, on the 27th, Mr. Boudinot, from this commit- 
tee, presented a bill, to provide for mitigating or remitting the 
forfeitures and penalties accruing under tlic revenue laws, in cer- 
tain cases therein mentioned, which was read a first time. On 
the 28th, the bill was read a second time, considered in commit- 
tee of the whole, and reported without amendment; and, on the 
29th, the bill was read a third time, and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. On the SOth, the bill was read a first time in the 
Senate. The bill was further considered, and read a second and 
third time on the 3d and 4th of May, and was passed with an 
amendment. The House, on the 5th, concurred with the Se- 
nate in their amendment to the bill. 

Leave W’as also given, on the 25th of March, on motion of 
Mr. Lee, to bring in a bill, or bills, to suspend part of an act, 
entitled << An act to regulate the collection of the duties im- 
posed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States; and 
Messrs. Lee, Cadwalader, and Seney, were appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare and bring in the same. And, on the 26th, 
Mr. Lee presented a bill, which was read a first time. The bill 
received its second reading on the 29th. On the 5th of April, 
the bill was considered in committee of the whole, and reported 
with amendments, which were agreed to by the House, and the 
bill was passed, in its amended form, on the following day. In 
the Senate, the bill was read a first time on the 7th of April; 
and, on the next day, was committed to Messrs. Langdon, Ells- 
worth, and Dalton. On the 9th, Mr. Langdon made a report 
from this committee, which was accepted as an amendment to 
the bill; and the bill was then read a third time, and passed with 
two amendments. The House, on the same day, agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

The first Congress, on the 21st of September, 1789, had 
adopted two resolutions, as follows: — 

Besolved — That this house consider an adequate provision 
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i8t Congress, for the support of the public credit, as a matter of high import- 
g d sesgion. ^^ ance to the national honour and prosperity. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
ing on se- prepare a plan for that purpose, and to report the same to this 
SeSy.^ house at its next meeting.^^ On the 9th of January, 1790, the se- H. Journal, 
cretary communicated to the house that he was ready to make P’ 
his report; and the house appointed to receive it on the following 
Report of Thursday, (the 14th.) On that day, accordingly, the report was id. p. 141. 
received, and the house resolved, on that day fortnight, to con- 
sider the same in committee of the whole. The report was not id.p.l54— 
taken up in committee until the 8th of February, from which 
time, until the 13th of March, it was discussed, with very few 
intermissions, de die^ in diem. On the day last named, the 
committee reported the following resolutions, which were taken 
up for consideration on tiie 29th of March: — 

Resolu- 1. Resolved — That adequate provision ought to be made for jd. p. 184. 
portecr'by engagements of the United States in respect to their 

committee, foreign debt. 

<< 2. Resolved — That permanent funds ought to be appropri- 
ated for the payment of interest on, and the gradual discharge 
of, the domestic debt of the United States. 

3. Resolved — That the arrears of interest, including indents 
issued in payment thereof, ought to be provided for on the same 
terms with the principal of the said debt. 

4. Resolved — That the debts of the respective states ought, 
with the consent of the creditors, to be assumed and provided 
for by the United States; and that effectual provision be, at the 
same time, made for liquidating and crediting to the states the 
whole of their respective expenditures during the war, as the 
same have been, or may be stated for the purpose; and that, in 
such liquidation, the best evidence shall be received that the na- 
ture of the case will permit. 

5. Resolved — That it is advisable to endeavour to effect a 
new modification of the domestic debt, including that of the par- 
ticular states, with the voluntary consent of the creditors, by a 
loan, upon terms mutually beneficial to them and to the United 
States. 

6. Resolved — That, for the purpose expressed in the last 
preceding resolution, subscription.s towards a loan ought to be 
opened, to the amount of the said domestic debt, including that 
of the respective states, upon the terms following; to wit: 

That for every hundred dollars subscribed, payable in the 
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2 d^£Mfon*"*‘ (as well interest as principal,) the subscriber be enti- 

tied, at his option, either 

To have two-thirds funded at an annuity, or yearly interest 
at BIX per cenf., redeemable at the pleasure of the government, 
by payment of the principal; and to receive the other third in 
lands in the Western territory, at the rate of twenty cents per 
acre. Or, 

have sixty-six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar funded 
immediately at an annuity, or yearly interest of six per cent,^ 

irredeemable by any payment exceeding per annurriy on 

account both of principal and interest; and to have, at the end 

of years, funded at the like interest and rate of 

redemption. 

7. Resolved — That immediate provision ought to be made 
for the present debt of the United States; and that the faith of 
government ought to be pledged to make provision, at the next 
session, for so much of the debts of the respective states, as shall 
have been subscribed upon any of the terms expressed in the last 
I'esolution. 

8. Resolved — That the funds which shall be appropriated ac- 
cording to the second of the foregoing resolutions, be applied, in 
the first place, to the payment of interest on the sums subscribed 
towards the proposed loan; and that, if any part of the said domes- 
tic debt shall remain unsubscribed, the surplus of the said funds be 
applied, by a temporary appropriation, to the payment of inte- 
rest on the unsubscribed part, so as not to exceed, for the present, 

£o\xt per cent* per annum; but this limitation shall not be un- 
derstood to impair the right of the non-subscribing creditors to 
the residue of the interest on their respective debts; and in case 
the aforesaid surplus should prove insufficient to pay the non-sub- 
scribing creditors, at the aforesaid rate of four per ce/i/., that the 
faith of government be pledged to make good such deficiency.’^ 

Disposal The question being taken on these resolutions, the first, se- H.Jonrnal, 
•of resolu- cond, and third resolutions were agreed to without a division. P’ 

The fourth resolution was ordered to, be recommitted to the same 
committee; ayes, 29; noes, 27. And the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth resolutions were ordered to lie on the table. On the 
following day, the four last resolutions were recommitted to the 
same committee. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of the whole, id. p. 186. 
for the purpose of further considering the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, and continued the deliberation and discus- 198. 200 . ’ 
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sion on this subject on the 31st of March, and on the ls.t, 12th, 

15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 22d, and 26th of April. On the 15th, 
opposition was made to the course; and the ayes and noes being 
required, on the motion to go into committee, it was determined 
in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, 

Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, 

Heister, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Siii- 
nickson. Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Wil- 
liamson, Wynkoop. — 33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Blood worth, Boudinot, 

Burke, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, 

Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wads- 
worth. — 23. 

On the 26th, it was moved that the house agree to the follow- 
ing order: — 

<^That the committee of the whole house, on the report of 
the secretary of the treasury, relative to a provision for the sup- 
port of the public credit, be, for the present, discharged from 
proceeding on so much of the said report as relates to an as- 
sumption of the state debts. 

The previous question being demanded, and it being deter- ii.jonimV 
mined that the main question should be put, by a vote of 32 to 
18, the question on the adoption of the order was determined ia 
the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

j\yQs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Carroll, Gil- 
man, Griffin, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Mub^ 
lenberg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Clymer, Coles, Contee, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, Schureman, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, 
of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, White, Williamson, Wyn- 
koop. — 32. 

JSfoes — Messrs. Ames, Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Foster, Gerry, 

Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, Livermore, Sherman, Silvester, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth. — 18. 

The committee of the whole, on the same day, reported the 
following resolutions, which were agreed to by the house : — 

“ Resolved — That it is advisable to endeavour to effect a new 
modification of the domestic debt, with the voluntary consent of 
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the creditors, by a loan, upon terms mutually beneficial to them 
and to the United States. 

** Resolved — That, for the purpose expressed in the last pre- 
ceding resolution, subscriptions towards a loan ought to be opened, 
to the amount of the said domestic debt, upon the terms following ; 
to wit : — 

“ That, for every hundred dollars subscribed, payable in the 
said debt, (as well interest as principal,) the subscriber be enti- 
tled, at his option, either 

To have two-thirds funded at an annuity, or yearly interest, 
of six per cent,, redeemable at the pleasure of the government, by 
payment of the principal ; and to receive the other third in lands 
in the Western territory, at the rate of twenty cents per acre; or, 

^ To have the whole sum funded at an annuity, or yearly inte- 
rest, of four per cent. , irredeemable by any payment exceeding 
six dollars per annum, on account both of principal and interest ; 
and to receive, as a compensation for the reduction of interest, 
fifteen dollars and eighty cents, payable in lands as in the pre- 
ceding case ; or, 

“ To have sixty-six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar funded im- 
mediately, at an annuity, or yearly interest, of six per cent., irre- 
deemable by any payment exceeding six dollars per annum, on 
account both of principal and interest ; and to have, at the end 
of seven years, thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar 
funded at the like interest, and rate of redemption. 

Resolved — That immediate provision ought to be made for 
the present debt of the United States. 

Resolved — That the funds which shall be appropriated ac- 
cording to the second of the foregoing resolutions, be applied, in 
the first place, to the payment of interest on the sums subscribed 
towards the proposed loan ; and that, if any part of the said do- 
mestic debt shall remain unsubscribed, the surplus of the said 
funds be applied, by a temporary appropriation, to the payment 
of interest on the unsubscribed part, so as not to exceed, for the 
present, four per cent, per an?itmt; but this limitation shall not be 
understood to impair the right of the non-subscribing creditors to 
the residue of the interest on their respective debts; and, in case H. Journal, 
the aforesaid surplus should prove insufficient to pay the non- 1*’ 
subscribing creditors, at the aforesaid rate of four j[?er cent., that 
the faith of government be pledged to make good such defi- 
ciency.’’ 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Slone, White, Sherman, Cly- 
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mer, and Gilman, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill 
or bills, pursuant to these resolutions. 

On the following day, (the 27th,) the committee again had the 
report of the secretary of the treasury under consideration, and 
reported the following resolutions, which were also agreed to by 
the house : — 


“ Resolved — That from and after the day of 

next, in lieu of the duties now payable upon wines and distilled 
spirits, imported into the United States, there shall be paid the 
following rates : — 

Upon every gallon of Madeira wine, called London particu- 
lar, 35 cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of other Madeira wine, thirty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of Sherry wine, twenty-five cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of other wine, twenty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of distilled spirits, more than ten pet cent, 
below proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, twenty cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent* below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, twenty-one cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, twenty-two cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, and not ex- 
ceeding twenty per cent., according to the same hydrometer, 
twenty-five cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, thirty cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, forty cents.” 

“ Resolved— Thai from and after the day of , in lieu 

of the duties now payable upon teas and coffee, imported into 
the United States, there shall be paid — 

“Upon every pound of Hyson tea, forty cents. 

“ Upon every pound of other green tea, twenty-four cents. 

“ Upon every pound of Souchong, or other black tea, other 
than Bohea, twenty cents. 

“ Upon every pound of Bohea tea, twelve cents. 

“ Upon every pound of coffee, five cents. 

“ Resolved— Thai from and after the — day of , there 
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be paid upon spirits distilled within the United States, from mo- 
lasses, sugar, or other foreign manufacture — 

Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than ten 'per cenL be- 
low proof, according to Dicas^s hydrometer, eleven cents. 

Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, twelve cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, thirteen cents. 

Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, but not ex- 
ceeding twenty per cenl.^ according to the same hydrometer, fif- 
teen cents. 

Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, twenty cents. 

** Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent, 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, thirty cents. 

Resolved — That from and after the day of , there 

be paid upon spirits distilled within the United States, in any 
city, town, or village, from materials the growth or production 
of the United States — 

“Upon every gallon more than ten per cent, below proof, ac- 
cording to Dicas’s hydrometer, nine cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, ten cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more 
than five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, eleven cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, above proof, but not ex- 
ceeding twenty per cent,, according to the same hydrometer, thir- 
teen cents. 

“Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and 
not more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same 
hydrometer, seventeen cents. 

“ Upon every gallon of those spirits, more than forty per cent, 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-five 
cents. 

“ And upon all stills employed in distilling spirits from mate- 
rials of the growth or production of the United States, in any 
other place than a city, town, or village, there be paid the 
yearly sum of sixty cents for every gallon, English wine measure, 
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, I Congress, of the Capacity of each still, including its head; or — ^ cents 

per gallon, for all spirits distilled from grain ; or cents per 

gallon for all spirits distilled from fruit.” 

Committee It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Huntington, H.Jouiml, 

to^prepare jg^^kson, Contee, and Blood worth, prepare and bring in a bill, or P’ 

bills, pursuant to these resolutions. And on the 5th of May, 

Bill pre- Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill for repeal- 

seiited. after the last day of next, the duties heretofore laid 

upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 

their stead; and also upon spirits distilled within the United 

States, as well to discourage the excessive use of these spirits, 

and promote agriculture, as to provide for the support of the 

public credit, and for the common defence and general welfare 

which was read a first time, and afterwards received its second 

reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Consider- The bill was taken up for consideration in committee on the 8th id. p. 235, 

edin com- j^^c, when it was much discussed. On the 10th of 

nnttee. . 

June, another question being before, an early motion to go into 

committee of the whole on this bill, was negatived by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, Fos- id. p. 238, 
ter, Gerry, Goodhue, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, 
Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 26. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Blood worth. Brown, Cadwa- 
lader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, 

Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Heister, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Steele, 

Stone, Vining, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 31. 

The obstructing business having been disposed of, the house id. p. 240, 
went into committee on the bill, and made further progress; and 
on the following day, a report was made to the house, that the 
bill had been considered, and several amendments had been made. 

A motion was then made to take the said amendments into con- 
sideration, which was opposed; but on the question being put, 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Cadwalader, Clymer, id. p. 242. 
Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hart- 
ley, Heister, Jackson, Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, 
Schureman, Seney, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 

Stone, Sumpter, Vining, While, Williamson, Wynkoop. —30. 
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Noes — Messrs. Ames, Bloodworlh, Boudinot, Burke, Coles, 

Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Huger, Lawrance, Leonard, Page, Par- 
ker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Sedgwick, Silvester, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Wadsworth. — 24. 

The amendments were then agreed to, and the bill and amend- ii. journal, 
ments were ordered to lie on the table. On the 18th, a motion P* 
was made to strike out the twelfth and thirteenth, sections of the 
bill, and also such other parts as. impose an excise duty on all 
spirits distilled within the United States, which was determined 
in the negative by the following vote: — 

— Messrs. Burke, Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, u, p. 245 . 
Heister, Huger, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White. — 19. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodworth, 
Boudinot, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contee, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Hartley, Hathorn, Huntington, 

Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Livermore, Mathews, Van Rensse- 
laer, Scott, Sency, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Stone, 
Trumbull, Wadsworth, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 35. 

The bill was then further amended, and on the following day, 
the question, that the bill, with the amendments, be engrossed 
and read a third time, was decided in the negative as follows: — 

^i/cs — Messrs, Brown, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contee, Fitzsi- 
mons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, 

Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Seney, Sherman, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Vining, White, Williamson. 

—23. 

Noes — Messrs.' Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodworth, 

Burke, Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Hunt- 
ington, Jackson, Lawrance, Leonard, Mathews, Moore, Page, 

Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, 

Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sump- 
ter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth. — 35. 

The bill was therefore rejected. id. p. 246. 

It appears that, pending the above bill, on the 11th of May, id. p. 214, 
Mr. Fitzsimons, from the same committee, presented a bill re- 
pealing, after the last day of next, the duties heretofore 

laid upon wines imported from foreign ports or places, and laying 
others in their stead and this bill was read a first and second 
time, on the 11th and 12th of May, and was then committed. 

But it does not appear that tins bill was ever afterwards acted on. 
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On the 8th of July, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill to regulate H. Journal, 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and P' 
merchandises, imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels; which was read a first and second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. In commit- 
tee, the bill was considered on the 12th, and several amendments id. p. 268. 
were reported, which were agreed to on the following day, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed. The blanks having been id. p. 269. 
filled up, on the 17th the bill was passed. This bill having been id. p. 272. 
communicated to the Senate, it was there determined, on the s. Journal, 
20th, to dispense with the rules so far as that it be referred to P* 

Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Dalton, Foster, and Henry, prior to the id. p. 187. 
first reading, to consider and report thereon. Mr. Morris report- 
ed the bill on the 22d, when the ordinary rules were again dis- id. p. 188. 
pensed with, and the bill was regarded as in the second reading. 

On the 23d, the bill was recommitted, for the purpose of making ui. p. 189, 
other amendments; and, on the 25th, 20th, and 27th, it was fur- 
thcr considered, and finally passed. All the amendments of the II. Journal, 
Senate were, on the 28th, agreed to by the House. P* 

On the 9th of August, the House of Representatives directed Id. p. 295. 
the secretary of the treasury “ to prepare and report, on the se- 
cond Monday of December next, such further provision as may, 
in his opinion, be necessary for establishing the public credit; 
and, accordingly, on the 13th of December, immediately after 
the commencement of the third session, the secretary transmitted 
a report, which was committed to a committee of the whole house. Id. p. 336. 
The house went into committee on this report, on the 27th of De- 
cember; and after consideration and discussion, reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were agreed to: — 

Resolved — That an additional duty of eight cents per gallon id. p. 343. 
be imposed on all distilled spirits of common proof, and in the 
like proportion for all other distilled spirits; which, after the 

day of next, shall be imported into the United 

States. 

^^Resohed — That from and after the day of 

next, a duty, of eleven cents per gallon, be imposed on all spirits 
of the first class of proof, distilled within the United States, from 
molasses, sugar, or other foreign materials ; and also, a duty, in 
like proportion, on like spirits of all other classes of proof. 

“ Resolved — That from and after the day of 

next, a duty, of nine cents per gallon, be imposed on all spirits 
of the first class, of prooC distilled within any city, town, or vil- 
lage, from materials of the growth or production of the United 
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^ dwty, in like proportion, on like spirits of all 
other classes, of proof. 

Resolved — That upon each still employed in distilling spirits 
from materials of the growth or production of the United States, 
in any other place than a city, town, or village, there be im- 
posed a yearly tax, or duty, of sixty cents for every gallon, 
English wine measure, of the capacity of such still, including its 
head, in lieu of all other rates.” 


Committee Messrs. Sedgwick, Trumbull, Lawrance, Wynkoop, and Smith, 
to^^prepare Maryland, were then constituted a committee to prepare and 
bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to the above resolutions ; and the 
committee of the whole were then discharged from any further 
proceeding on the secretary’s report. 

The same committee were instructed to prepare and bring in 
a bill, or bills, to alter the mode of collecting the duties on wines 
and teas, and to grant a longer time for the payment of such du- 
ties thereon. 

Bill report- On the 30th of December, Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, n. Journal, 

presented a bill “ repealing, after the last day of next, the P* 

duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, 
and laying others in their stead ; and also, upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, as well to discoufhge the excessive use 
of those spirits, and promote agriculture, as to provide for the sup- 
port of the public credit, and for the common defence and gene- 
ral welfare.” This bill was then read a first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 5th, 6th, 
nth, 12th, and 13th of January, 1791, this bill was discussed in 1791. 
committee; £ind, on the 13th, the committee reported several h. journal. 
Amend- amendments; and, on the 17th, the amendments were considered 

Ill 

menis. agreed to by the house. 355, 356. 


It was then moved to amend the bill by striking out the thir- 
teenth section, which was in the words following : — 

Fiuilier he it further enacted — ^That, upon all spirits which, after 

amend- last day of next, shall be distilled within the 

tnents ^ 

moved. United States, from any article of the growth or production of the 
United States, in any city, town, or village, there shall be paid, 
for their use, the duties following ; that is to say — 

“ For every gallon of those spirits more than ten per cent, below 
proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, nine cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits under five, and not more 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrome- 
ter, ten cents. 
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“For every gallon of those spirits, of proof, and not more than 
five 'per cmt. below proof, according to the same hydrometer, ele- 
ven cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits above proof, but not exceed- 
ing twenty per cent., according to the same hydrometer, thirteen 
cents. 

“ For every gallon of those spirits, more than twenty, and not 
more than forty per cent, above proof, according to the same hy- 
drometer, seventeen cents. 

“For every gallon of those spirits, more than (orty per cent. 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-five 
cents.” 


The question being taken on this proposition, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote : — 

Aijes — Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Heister, 

Jackson, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Scott, Sevier, 

Steele, Stone, Tucker, Williamson. — 16. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, 

Grout, Giles, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr.. 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sher- 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 

White, Wynkoop. — 35. 

On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, the bill was further considered H. Journal, 
and discussed. And on the 21st, it was moved to amend the bill 
by inserting the following clause : — 

“ And he it further enacted — That if any inspector, or other 
officer or person concerned in the collection of the revenue to be 
raised by this act, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, persuade or endeavour to persuade 
any elector to give, or endeavour to dissuade any elector from 
giving his vote for the choice of any person, to be a member of 
the House of Representatives, member of the Senate, or Presi- 
dent of the United States, such inspector, or other person, so of- 
fending, shall be for ever disabled from holding an office under 
this act, and shall be subject to a penalty of dollars.” 


The question being taken on this profKwition to amend, it was id. p. 360 . 
decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Floyd, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Livermore, 
Mathews, Moore, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, 

Stone, Tucker, White. — 21. 
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JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, 
Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, 
Williamson, Wynkoop. — 37. 

The bill was then further amended, and the consideration of h. Journal, 
it was resumed on the 22d and 24th, on the latter of which days P* 
the following amendment being under consideration; to add to 
the bill the following clause : — 

“ And be it ficrther enacted — That the several duties imposed by Id. p. 362. 
this act, shall continue to be collected and paid, until the debts 
and purposes, for which they are pledged and appropriated, shall 
be fully discharged and satisfied, and no longer.’* 

A motion was made to amend the same, by striking out from 
the word “ paid ” to the end, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
following words : — 

“ Until the day of in the year , and until the 

end of the next session of Congress, and no longer, the faith of 
the United States being hereby pledged, that timely and ade- 
quate provision shall be made for the full accomplishment of all 
the purposes for which the moneys arising under the operation of 
this act, are pledged and appropriated.” 

The question being taken on this motion to amend the original 
proposition, it was determined in the negative, as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Giles, 

Hartley, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Par- 
ker, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Steele, Tucker, Williamson. — 19. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala- 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 

Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Stunlckson, Smith, 
of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, That 
cher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 39. 

The clause, as it was originally proposed, was then agreed to. 

On the 25th, the discussion of the bill being closed, and no p, 3 ^ 2 , 
further amendments being proposed, the question, on its engross- 363. 
mentfor a third reading, was put, and decided in the affirmative, 
by the following vote: — 

%^yes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala- 
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der, Carrol], Clynier, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale,’ Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedg- 
wick, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Sturges, Thatcher, Trum- 
bull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 35. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Blood worth, Brown, Burke, H. Journal, 
Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, P-'^64,o65. 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Sevier, Steele, 

Stone, Tucker. — 20. 

On the 27th, the bill was read a third time and passed; the 
vote, on its final passage, being as follows: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wyn- 
koop. — 35. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Mathews, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Seney, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Steele, Stone, Tucker, Williamson. — 21. 

The bill having been sent to the Senate, received its first read- s. Jotirnal, 
ing there, on the 2Sth of January; and, on the 2d of February, it — 

was committed, after some debate, to Messrs. Morris, Ellsworth, 

Langdon, Schuyler, and Strong. Mr. Morris, from this com- 
mittee, reported the bill on the 7th, in an amended form; and 
the amendment of the committee to the fourth section was agreed 
to on the next day, making the section read as follows: — 

Sect. IV. Jlnd he it further enacted — That the President 
of the United States be authorized to appoint, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, such number of officers as shall appear to 
him necessary to inspect the revenue arising under this law; and 
the President of the United States may, in each state, designate 
the districts and surveys in which they shall act, assigning to each 
district a general inspector thereof, and as many other inspectors 
to each survey therein, as he shall think advisable, placing the 
latter under the superintendence of the former. Provided, al- 
ways — That it shall and may be lawful for the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, in his discretion, to ap- 
point such and so many of the officers of the customs to be in- 
spectors under this act, as he shall deem advisable to employ in 
VoL. I. — 44 
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pointment of the officers aforesaid, or any part of them, shall 
not be made during, the present session of Congress, the Presi- 
dent shall have power, and he is hereby empowered, to make 
such appointments during the recess of the Senate, by granting 
commissions which shall expire at the end of their next ses- 
sion.” 

A motion was then made to expunge the following clause of 
the amendment which had been agreed to; namely: Jind pro- 
vided^ also — That if the appointment of the officers aforesaid,” 

&c., to the end of the section. The question being taken on 
this motion, it was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote: — 

Ycus‘ — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Gunn, Izard, Langdon, Ma- 
clay, Monroe, Stanton, Wingate. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Dickinson, Elmer, Few, Fos 
ter, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, King, Morris, Read, Schuyler, 

Strong. — 14. 

An unsuccessful motion to recommit this amendment was then s. Journal, 
made; and on the following day, the residue of the report of the 
committee was agreed to: and the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to a third reading. On the 10th, the bill was read a third time, Td.p. 247 — 
when a motion was made to expunge the 65th section, which 
reads thus: — 

And be it further enacted — That the several duties imposed 
by this act shall continue to be collected and paid until the debts 
and purposes for which they are pledged and appropriated shall 
be fully discharged and satisfied, and no longer.” 

The question being put, the motion was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

Motions to R was then mdved to amend the thirteenth section in the fol- 

amend. bwing clause: — “ For every gallon of those spirits, more than ten 
j)er cent, below proof, according to Dicas’s hydrometer, eleven 
cents,” by striking out “eleven,” and inserting “eight;” and also in 
the corresponding clause of the fourteenth section, which imposed 
“ nine cents” duty on spirits of equal proof, distilled from domes- 
tic materials, by striking out “^nine,” and inserting “six;” and 
that the duties proposed to be raised by this bill from spirits dis- 
tilled in the United States, be conformed to this ratio in the dif- 
ferent grades mentioned in the bill, keeping the same rate of 
difference in each.” 

This proposition was also determined iu the negative ; as was 
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i 9 t Congress, also a motion made separately to strike out “eleven,”* in the 

- — clause already quoted, and insert “ nine.” It was then moved to 
amend the clause, in the first section, which imposed a duty of 
twenty cents on every gallon of distilled spirits imported, “more 
than ten per cent, below proof, by inserting the word “ one,” af- 
ter “ twenty ;” and to make a proportionable addition upon all 
the different grades of imported spirits, mentioned in the bill, 
and in like proportion to reduce the duty on distilled spirits, ma- 
nufactured within the United States;” and this motion was also 
rejected. 

It was ordered, that the fourth section of the bill be recommit- 
ted for further amendment. On the llth, Mr. Morris, from the 
committee instructed to consider this section, reported an amend- 
ment, and the report was adopted; and the report and bill were 
then recommitted, and the committee were instructed to conform 
the bill to the amendments which had been agreed on. 

Billpassed. The bill was again reported on the following day, when it was 
moved, “ that the rates of duties on imported spirits be so in- 
creased, as that the sums payable on imported spirits shall be 
one-third higher than the duties payable on spirits of similar 
proof, distilled within the United States from foreign materials;” 
but this motion proved unsuccessful. The question was then 
put, on the passage of the bill, as amended, and was decided in 
the affirmative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 
Langdon, Monroe, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Wingate. 
—20. 

JVays — Messrs. Dalton, Foster, Gunn, Maclay, Strong. — 5. 

The bill was then passed with the following amendments: — 
Amend- “ Sect, 3, line 3. After ‘ fifty,’ insert * and shall not amount to 

Te s^cimte!^ hundred.’ 

“ Lines 5, 6. Expunge ‘ of one moiety thereof in three months, 
and the other moiety thereof in six months,’ and substitute 
‘ thereof in four mo»ths ; and if the amount of the said duties 
shall exceed five hundred dollars, the same may be immediately 
paid, or secured by bond, with condition for the payment there- 
of in six months.’ 

“ Line 6. After * bond,’ insert ‘ in either case.’ 

“ Line 15. Expunge from the word ‘ made,’ to the word ^ shall,’ 
in the 17th line, and substitute, ‘ and if, at the expiration of the 
time mentioned in the bond for the payment of the duties there- 
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intended to be secured, the same shall not be paid, then the 
said deposited spirits.’ 

ments of ‘‘ Expunge from the word ‘ Representatives,’ to the 

Senate. end of the section. 

**SecL 4. Expunge the whole section, and substitute — 

** ‘ In order to a due collection of the duties imposed by this 
act, Beit further cfiacted — That the United States shall be divided 
into thirteen districts, each consisting of one state, but subject to 
alterations by the President of the United States, from time to 
time, by adding to the smaller such portion of the greater, as 
shall, in his judgment, best tend to secure and facilitate the col- 
lection of the revenue ; w'hich districts it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to subdivide into surveys of in- 
spection, and the same to alter at his discretion. 

“ ‘ That the President be authorized to appoint, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a supervisor to each district, and as 
many inspectors to each survey therein as he shall judge neces- 
sary, placing the latter under the direction of the former: Pro- 
vided, always — Tflat it shall and may be lawful for the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, in his discretion, to 
appoint such, and so many, officers of the customs to be inspec- 
tors, in any survey of inspection, as he shall deem advisable to 
employ, in the execution of this act: Provided^ also — That where, 
in the judgment of the President, a supervisor can discharge the 
duties of that office, and also that of inspector, he may direct 
the same: And provided, further — That if the appointment of the s. 
inspectors of surveys, or any part of them, shall not be made P’ 
during the present session of Congress, the President may, and he is 
hereby empowered to make such appointments, during the recess 
of the Senate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the 
end of the next session. 

“ ‘ Sect, — . And be it further enacted — That the supervisors, in- 
spectors, and officers, to be appointed by virtue of this act, and 
who shall be charged to take bonds for securing the payment of 
the duties upon spirits distilled within the United States, and with 
the receipts of moneys in discharge of such duties, shall keep fair 
and true accounts and records of their transactions, in their re- 
spective offices, in such manner and form as may be directed by 
the proper department, or officer, having the superintendence of 
the collection of the revenue; and shall, at all times, submit their 
books, papers, and accounts, to the inspection of such persons as 
are, or may be, appointed for that purpose ; and shall, at all times, 
pay to the or der of the officer who is, or shall be, authorized to 
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direct the payment thereof, the whole of the moneys which they 
may respectively receive by virtue of this act, and shall also, 
once in every three months, or oftener if they shall be required, 
transmit their accounts for settlement to the officer, or officers, 
whose duty it is, or shall be, to make such settlement. 

— . And be it further enacted — That all officers and per- 
sons to be appointed pursuant to this act, before they enter on 
the duties of their respective offices, shall take an oath, or affir- 
mation, diligently and faithfully to execute the duties of their 
said offices, respectively, and to use their best endeavours to pre- 
vent and detect frauds, in relation to the duties on spirits, imposed 
by this act ; which oath or affirmation may he taken before any 
magistrate authorized to administer oaths within the district or 
survey to which he belongs; and being certified under the hand 
and seal of the magistrate, by whom the same shall have been ad- 
ministered, shall, within three months tliercafter, be transmitted 
to the comptroller of the treasury: in default of taking which 
oath or affirmation, the party failing shall fot;feit and pay two 
hundred dollars to the use of the United StaiHI to be recovered 
with costs of suit.’ 

Sect, 5, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector or inspectors,’ substitute 
‘ supervisor.’ 

“ Sect, G, lines 5, G. After the word ‘ to,’ insert ‘ are of,’ add s, 
to ‘ inspector.’ 

“ Line G. Expunge ‘ or other chief officer of inspection.’ 

Sect, 7, Imc 7. Expunge ‘inspector of tlie revenue or other.’ 

“ Sect, 8, line 7. Expunge ‘ proper.’ 

^^Line 7. After ‘ inspection,’ insert ‘ to whom report was made.’ 

“ Line 9. After ‘ certified,’ insert ‘ or reported.’ 

“ Lines 11, 12. Expunge ‘ without fee or charge.’ 

“ Sect, 10, lines 3, 4, and 12. After ‘ casks,’ insert ‘ vessels.’ 

“ Line 12. After ‘ each,’ expunge to the end of the section, and 
substitute ‘ and if such officer is not the chief inspector w'ithin the 
survey, he shall, as soon as may be thereafter, make an exact 
transcript of each entry, and deliver the same to such chief in- 
spector, who shall keep a like book for recording the said trans- 
cripts.’ 

Sect, 11, lines 1, 2, Expunge ‘ inspector of the revenue, or 
other. ’ 

“ Lines 8, 9. Expunge ‘ inspector or other chief,’ also, ex- 
punge ‘ of inspection.’ 

“ Line 12. Expunge ‘of inspection.’ 

14. After ‘ particularly,’ insert, ‘ as.’ 
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Sect. 12. Expunge the whole section. 

a 16 ^ lijiQ 8. Before ‘ officer,’ insert ‘ chief.’ 

17, 1. Expunge from the word < the,’ to the word 

‘ who,’ in the 3d line, and substitute ^ supervisor of each district 
shall appoint proper officers to have the charge and survey of the 
distilleries within the same, assigning to each one or more distil- 
leries, as he may think proper.’ 

“ Sect. 18, line 2. Expunge ‘ of inspection,’ and after ‘ whose,’ 
insert ^ charge and.’ 

Line 19. After ^ tackling,’ insert ^ and the vessel or boat, 
with its tackle and apparel.’ 

Sect. 19. At the end of the section, add, ^except by con- 
sent and in presence of the officer having the charge and survey 
thereof, on pain of forfeiture of such spirits, or the value there- 
of, at the highest price in the market, to be recovered, with 
costs of suit, from the acting owner or manager of such dis- 
tillery.’ 

Sect. 22, liri^ 2. Expunge ^ inspector of the revenue, who,’ 
substitute ^supelRor.’ 

Line 3. After ^ district,’ insert, ^ who.’ 

u 10. Expunge < inspector, or inspectors:’ substitute 

‘ supervisors.’ 

Sect. 23, Ime 3. Expunge/ or on a paper.’ 

<< Line 6, Expunge ‘ or paper.’ 

C. Expunge ^proper.’ 

15. Expunge ‘ or paper.’ 

“ Sect. 24, Ime 2. Expunge from the preamble, after the 
word ^ imposed,’ and also the whole section; and, after the word 
< imposed,’ add ^or spirits distilled within the United States.’ 

“ Sect. 25, line 5. Expunge ‘ and.’ 

“ Line 2. Expunge ^ within any city, town, or village,’ and 
substitute ‘ from nlolasses, sugar, or other foreign materials, or 
from materials the growth or production of the United States.’ 

Line 14. Expunge < within any city, town, or village.’ 

22 , Expunge ‘ inspector,’ substitute < supervisor.’ 

25. Expunge ^ dealers in, or.’ 

34. After the word, ^aforesaid,’ expunge to the end 

of the section. 

“ Sect. 26, line 1. Expunge ^inspector or inspectors,’ substi- 
tute ‘ supervisor.’ 

Lims 5, 6. Expunge ^ or their.’ 

‘‘ Line 9. Expunge * dealer, or.’ 

After ‘stock,’ expunge the remainder of the sec- 
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lion, and substitute ‘ and the inspector of each survey shall keep 
a book, wherein he shall enter the name of every distiller, and 
the particulars of such old stock in the possession of each, desig- 
nating the several casks, cases, and vessels containing the same, 
and tlieir respective quantities, kinds, proofs, and marks; and shall 
also give a certificate to every such distiller, of the quantity and 
particulars of such old stock in his or her possession, and a sepa- 
rate certificate for each cask, case, or vessel, describing the same; 
which certificate shall accompany the same wheresoever it shall 
be sent. And such distiller, his or her agent or manager, upon 
the sale and delivery of any of the said spirits, shall deliver to the 
purchaser or purchasers thereof the certificate or certificates that 
ought to accompany the same, on pain of forfeiting fifty dollars 
for each cask, case, or vessel, with which such certificate shall 
not be delivered.’ 

Sect, 27, line 4. Expunge ^within whose district,’ substi- 
tute ^ at the port where.’ 

<< Line 5, Expunge from the word ^ herein,’ to the word 
^ and,’ in the 10th line, and substitute ^ befor# directed; touch- 
ing such spirits as shall be in the possession of distillers on the 
first day of July next, and shall grant the like certificates there- 
for as for such spirits: which certificates- shall accompany the re- 
spective casks, cases, and vessels, to which they shall relate, 
wheresoever they shall be sent; and such importer, his or her 
agent, upon the sale and delivery of any of the said spirits, 
shall deliver, to the purchaser or purchasers thereof, tlie certifi- 
cate or certificates which ought to accompany the same, on pain 
of forfeiting fifty dollars for each cask, case, or vessel, with, 
which such certificate shall not be delivered.’ 

Sect. 28. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect. 29, line 1. Expunge from the word ‘ any ’ to the word 
^ it,’ in the 3d line, and substitute ‘ cask, case, or vessel, contain- 
ing distilled spirits, ‘which, by the foregoing provisions of this act,, 
ought to be marked and accompanied with a certificate, shall be 
found in the possession of any person,, unaccompanied with such 
marks and certificate.’ 

“ Sect. 30, line 2. Expunge ‘ district,’ substitute ‘ survey.’ 

“ Line 4. Expunge ‘ by the said wholesale dealers.’ 

Sect. 31. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect. 33, Ime 2. Expunge ‘ dealer, or.’ 

“ Line 6. Expunge ‘dealer,’ substitute ‘distiller.’ At the end 
of the section, add, ‘ Provided^ that nothing in this section con- 
tained shall be construed to extend to casks or vessels capable of 
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containing two hundred gallons and upwards, and which are not 
intended to be removed.’ 

^\SecL 34, lines 9, 10. Expunge ‘in the presence of a consta- 
ble, or other officer of the peace.’ 

“ Sect, 35, line 2. After ‘ liquors,’ insert ‘ except gin or cordials 
in cases, jugs, or bottles.’ 

“ Line 9. Expunge ‘ such.’ 

“ Sect. 37, line 1. Expunge ‘ dealer by wholesale, or.’ 

“ Line 5. Expunge ‘ or on a paper.’ 

“ Line 9. Expunge * and papers.’ 

Lines 10, 11. Expunge ‘dealers and ’expunge ‘inspectors,’ 
substitute ‘ supervisors.’ 

“ Line 17. Expunge ‘ and papers.’ 

“ Line 18. Expunge ‘dealers and.’ 

“ Line 19. Expunge ‘and papers.’ 

“ Line 20. Expunge ‘ dealers and.’ 

“ Line 22. Expunge ‘ dealers and.’ 

“ Lines 23, 24. Expunge ‘ dealer or.’ 

“ Line 24. Expunge * paper, or papers.^ 

“ Sect. 39, line 5. Expunge ‘ which words may be expressed 
by their respective initials.’ 

“ Sect. 40, line 2. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ insert ‘ supervisor.’ 

“ Line 9. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ substitute ‘officer.’ 

“ Line 18. Expunge ‘ or other.’ 

“ At the end of the section, add, ‘ And provided, also, — That 
if it shall appear from the verdict of the jury, that any such pre- 
judice or waste was sustained by the negligence of the officer, 
he shall be responsible therefor to the United States.’ 

Sect. 41, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector,’ substitute ‘supervisor.’ 

“ 43, line 1. Expunge ‘inspector,’ substitute ‘supervi- 

sors.’ 

Sect. 41, line 4. After the w^ord ‘and,’ insert ‘unless brought 
in a court of the United States.’ 

Line 4. Expunge the word ‘ proper.’ 

“ Sect. 45, line 1. Expunge the word ‘all.’ 

“ Line 5. After the word ‘ incurred,’ insert ‘ at any time with- 
in one year, after the last day of June next.’ 

“ Lbie G. Expunge ‘ manner,’ insert ‘ way.’ 

“ Line 10. After the word ‘ thereof,’ expunge to the end of 
the section, and substitute ‘ and shall cause the facts which shall 
appear upon such inquiry to be stated and annexed to the peti- 
tion, and direct their transmission to the secretary of the trea- 
sury of the United States, who shall thereupon have power to 
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jpt Congress, mitigate or remit such penalty or forfeiture, if it shall appear 

to him that such penalty or forfeiture was incurred without wil- 

mentT^^of negligence, or any design or intention of fraud, and to cause 
Senate. any spirits which may have been seized, to be restored to the 
proprietor or proprietors, upon such terms and conditions as shall 
appear to him reasonable.’ 

“ Sect, 4G, line 11. Expunge ‘district/ substitute ‘survey.’ 

“ Sect, 49, line 2, Expunge ‘ inspector or,’ substitute ‘ supervi- 
sor or other.* 

“ Sect, 50, line 1. Expunge ‘ inspector or,’ substitute ‘ supervi- 
sor or other.’ 

“ Line 5. The same amendment. 

*‘SecL 51, line 1. Expunge ‘such inspector or,’ substitute ‘su- 
pervisor or other.’ 

“ Line 8. Expunge ‘ inspector,’ substitute ‘supervisor or other.’ 

“ Sect, 52. Expunge the whole section. 

“ Sect 55, line 6. After ‘casks,’ insert ‘ vessels.’ 

“ Line 11. The same. 

“ Line 15. The same. 

“ Line 17, After * cask,’ insert ^ vessel.’ 

“ Sect, 56, line 7. After ‘ paid,’ insert * or secured to be paid.’ 

“ Lines 14, 15. Expunge ‘ according to the late treaty of peace 
with Great Britain.’ 

58, line 16. From the word ‘inspection,’ expunge the 
remainder of the section. 

Sect, 61, Imes 3, 4. Expunge ‘any justice of the peace, or 
court of any state of competent jurisdiction or,’ substitute the 
word ‘ the.’ Expunge the proviso. 

“ Sect, — . After section 61, insert — ‘ And be it further enacted — 
That it shall and may be lawful for the President, from time to 
time, to make such allowances to the said supervisors, inspectors, 
and to the deputies and officers by them to be sippointed and em- 
ployed, for their respective services in the execution of this act, 
to be paid out of the product of the said duties, as he shall deem 
reasonable and proper: Provided, always — That the aggregate 
amount of the allowance to all the said supervisors, inspectors, 
deputies, and other officers, shall not exceed five per cent, of the 
said product, computed throughout the United States ; and such 
allowance shall continue to be paid, until altered by law.’ 

“ Sect, 62, line 4. After ‘districts,’ insert ‘ and surveys.’ 

“Sect. 63, line 3. Expunge ‘they are,’ substitute ‘is.’ 

“ Line 16. After the first word ‘ of,’ expunge to the word ‘ and,’ 
in the 19th line, and substitute ‘ towards such purposes for which 
VoL. I. — 45 
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eball be made during the present sessions.’ Ex- 
punge the proviso, and add to it the sixty-fifth section, 
meirts'^^of “ Expunge ‘ each insert ‘ this, and every suc- 

Senate. ceeding.’ 

“ Line 7. Expunge ' to insert ‘ for.’ 

** The sections to be numbered to correspond with the amend- 
ments.” 

Consider- These amendments being communicated to the House of Re- H. Journal, 
House preseniatives, they were, on the 15th, committed to a committee 
of the whole house; and, on the 17th, that committee was dis- 
charged from their further consideration ; and the house proceed- 
ed to consider them, disagreeing to some, and agreeing to others, 
until the hour of adjournment. On the 18th, the subject being id. p. 382, 
under consideration, the amendment to the 61st section, ex- 
punging the words any justice of the peace, or court of any 
state of competent jurisdiction and also, substituting the word 
< the,’ and expunging the proviso, was read, when a motion was 
made to amend the amendment, by striking out the whole of the 
said 61st section, which stood thus:— 

And he it further enacted — That the prosecution for all fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, incurred by force of this act, and for all 
duties payable in virtue thereof, and which shall not be duly 
paid, shall and may be had before any justice of the peace, or 
court of any state, of competent jurisdiction, or court of the United 
States, of the district in which the cause of action shall arise, 
with an appeal, as in other cases: Provided — That when the 
cause of action shall exceed in value fifty dollars, the same shall 
not be cognizable before a justice of the peace only.” 

This motion to amend the amendment of the Senate, was agreed 
to, and the section was consequently stricken out. The question 
to agree to the Senate’s amendment, as now amended, was then 
put, and decided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs, Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Bourne, Cadwalader, id. p. 383. 
Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Sil- 
vester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caroli- 
na, Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 35. 

JSfoes — Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Burke, Floyd, 

Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Steele, Thatch- 
er, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 2L 
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ist Congress. On the following day, it was moved to amend the amendment H. Joumal, 
3 a Session. _ Senate, in the form of a new section, to follow P-384, 385, 

section 61, hy striking out the words ‘‘ five pei' cetiU of the said 
the Senate produce, Computed throughout the United States ; and such al- 
amend- lowances shall continue to he paid until altered by law and in- 

inents. ' i 

sorting, in lieu of the words expunged, these words; “seven per 
cent, of the whole product of the duties arising from the spirits 
distilled within the United States; and such allowances shall con- 
tinue to be paid for the space of two years, unless sooner altered 
by law.’’ And this question was determined in the affirmative, 
the ayes and noes being as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Gilman, Griffin, Grout, 

Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Ileister, Jackson, Lee, Livermore, Ma- 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Se- 
ney, Sevier, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Tucker, Vi- 


ning. White. — 34. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Foster, Gerry, Goodhue, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Par- 
tridge, Schureman, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Caro- 
lina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wynkoop. — 20. 

Amend- The amendment as amended was then agreed to. And all the la. p. 385. 
^reedto^' other amendments of the Senate were then agreed to. 

The decision of the House concerning the amendments was 
communicated to the Senate, accompanied by a suggestion “ that, 
in the 10th, 11th, 40th, and 43d sections of the bill, there appear 
to be sundry omissions of corresponding amendments, which are 
rendered necessary in consequence of other amendments to the 
same sections.” 


The resolutions transmitted to the Senate by the House were 
as follows: — 

“ Resolved — That this house doth disagree to the amendment s. Journal, 
to the 34th section, and doth agree to the amendments to all the P*274,275. 
other sections, as far as the 58th section inclusive, with amend- 
ments to several of the said amendments, as follow: — 

“ Sect, 3. First amendment, transpose it so as to come in after 
the word ‘ fifty,’ in the third line of the section. 

“ Sect, 4. In the first of the three sections proposed by the Se- 
nate, to be inserted in lieu of the fourth section, and in the se- 
cond line, strike out ‘ thirteen,’ and insert ‘ fourteen.* 

“ Sect, 27. First amendment, in the words proposed by the Se- 
nate, to be substituted in lieu of the words stricken out, strike 
out ‘ at the port where,’ insert ‘ within whose survey.’ ” 
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Resolved — That this house doth agree to the amendment to 
the first section, with an amendment, by striking out, in addition 
to the words proposed to be stricken out by the Senate, the whole 
of the said section, without any substitute : — 

“ Resolved — That this house doth agree to all the other amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the before-mentioned bill, with 
an amendment to the section, which is proposed to follow the 61st 
section, as followeth: strike out from the word ‘ exceed,’ in the 
seventh line, and insert ‘ seven cent, of the whole product ot 
the duties arising from the spirits distilled within the United 
States, and such allowances shall continue to be paid for the space 
of two years, unless sooner altered by law.’/’ 

The Senate then took up the subject for consideration, and 
receded from all their amendments disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, and agreed to those of the House, except to the 
amendment proposed to follow the 61st section ; to which the Se- 
nate agreed, amended as follows : “ seven per cent, of the whole 
product of the duties arising from spirits distilled within the 
United States, and such allowances shall continue to be paid, un- 
til altered hy law.^^ 

The Senate also adopted the amendments suggested by the 
House to render the 10th, 11th, 40th, and 43d sections consistent 
and intelligible. 

The House, on the 22d, disagreed to the alteration made by the h. Journal, 
Senate, in the amendment proposed to follow the 61st section, by p-386,387. 
the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Griffin, Grout, Giles, Hart- 
ley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Lee, Livermore, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, 

Seney, Silvester, .Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, 

Tucker, Vining, White, Williamson, — 36. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wads- 
worth, Wynkoop. — 24. 

The further amendments of the Senate were then agreed to. 

The resolution of the House of Representatives to insist on s. Journal, 
their amendment to the last clause of the section, proposed by P* 
the Senate to follow the 6l8t section, was taken up by the Se- 
nate on the 23d, when it was moved that the Senate insist on 
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their amendment to the amendment of the House ; which motion 
was decided in the affirmative by the following vote ; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Elmer, Foster, Johnson, Izard, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, 

Strong. — 14. 

JVa^s — Messrs. Carroll, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, 

Maclay, Monroe, Wingate. — 9. 

A resolution was then adopted, desiring a conference with the s. Journal, 
House of Representatives, on the subject of disagreement, and 
Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Morris, were appointed managers 
on the part of the Senate. On the part of the House, Messrs. 
Boudinot, White, and Livermore, were appointed managers. 

On the 25th, Mr. Boudinot made a report from the managers 
on the part of the House, when it was moved that the House re- 
cede from their disagreement to the amendment last proposed by 
the Senate, and agree to it, amended to read as follows: Seven 
per cent, of the whole product of the duties arising from the spi- 
rits distilled within the United States; %dnd provided^ also — 

That such allowances shall not exceed the annual amount of for- 
ty-five thousand dollars, until the same shall be further ascer- 
tained by law.’^ 

The question being put on this motion, it was determined in 
the affirmative by the following vote: — 

tdpes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, Cadwala- id. p, 392. 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Partridge, 
Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, 
Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 

Carroll, Contee, Floyd, Griffin, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Li- 
vermore, Madison, Jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, 

Van Rensselaer, Seney, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 

Stone, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 29, 

Mr. Ellsworth made a report to the Senate from the mana- s. Journal, 
gers on the part of that body, on the same day, which was taken p.288.290. 
up for consideration on the 26th, when the amendment made by 
the House was accepted. 


On the subject of carrying this bill into effect, the following 1791 . 
message was transmitted to the two houses of Congress, on the 
1 st of November, 1791 : — 
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“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives : — 

‘‘I send you, herewith, the arrangement which has been made 
by me, pursuant to the act, entitled, ^ An act repealing, after the S. Journal, 
last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled P* 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in their stead, 
and also upon spirits distilled within the United States, and for 
appropriating the same,^ in respect to the subdivision of the se- 
veral districts, created by the said act, into surveys of inspec- 
tion, the appointment of officers for the same, and the assign- 
ment of compensations. 

G. Washington. 

United States, October 31, 1791.” 

The arrangement respecting the collection of the excise is as 
follows: — 

An an'angcmeni made by the President of the United States, with re- Id p. 333. 
spect to the subdivisions of the several districts thereof into sur- 
veys, the appointment of officers, and the assignment of compen- 
satiom, pursuant to the Act of Congress, passed the third day of 
March, 1791, entitled ^ An Act repealing, after the last day of 
June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported 
from abroad, and laying others in their stead, and also upon 
spirits distilled within the United States, and for appropriating 
the same.^ 

New Hampshire forms one survey of inspection. The duties 
of inspector are performed by the supervisor: to this office Jo- 
shua Wentworth has been appointed. His compensation is a 
salary of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one half per 
centum. 

“ Massachusetts forms three surveys of inspection. No. 1 con- 
sists of the province of Maine; No. 2, of the counties of Essex, 
Middlesex, Worcesjler, Hampshire, and Berkshire; No. 3, of the 
residue of the state. Nathaniel Gorham has been appointed su- 
pervisor: his compensation is a salary of eight hundred dollars, 
and a commission of one half per cent. The supervisor performs 
the duties of inspector of survey No. 1. Jonathan Jackson has 
been appointed inspector of survey No. 2; and Leonard Jarvis for 
survey No. 3. The compensation to each of these inspectors is a 
salary of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one half per 
cent. 

Rhode Island forms one survey. The duties of inspector are 
performed by the supervisor. John S. Dexter has been appoint- 
ed to this office, with an allowance of a salary of five hundred 
dollars, and a commission of one half per cent. 
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Connecticut forms one survey. The duties of inspector are 
performed by the supervisor, who is John Chester. His com- 
pensation is a salary of six hundred dollars, and a commission of 
one half per cent. 

Vermont forms one survey, of which the supervisor performs 
the duties of inspector. Noah Smith has been appointed to this 
office: his allowance is a salary of four hundred dollars, and 
a commission of one halfjoer cent. 

New York forms one survey, of which the supervisor acts as 
inspector. William S. Smith has been appointed to this office, 
with a salary of eight hundred dollars, and a commission of one 
half joer cent. 

New Jersey forms one survey. The supervisor performs the 
duties of inspector. To this office, Aaron Dunham has been ap- 
pointed: his compensation is a salary of four hundred dollars, 
and a commission of one half jjcr cent. 

Pennsylvania forms four surveys. No. 1 consists of the city 
and county of Philadelphia, and the counties of Bucks and Mont- 
gomery; No. 2, of the counties of Berks, Northampton, Luzerne, 
and Northumberland; No. 3, of the counties of Delaware, Ches- 
ter, Lancaster, York, Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Mifflin, 
and Huntingdon; No. 4, of the counties of Bedford, Westmore- 
land, Washington, and Alleghany: The supervisor for the dis- 
trict, George Clymer, acts as inspector of survey No. 1: his 
compensation is a salary of one thousand dollars, and a commis- 
sion of one half/;er ce?it. James Collins has been appointed in- 
spector of survey No. 2; Edward Hand of survey No. 3, and 
John Neville of survey No. 4. The allowance to each of these 
inspectors is a salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a com- 
mission of one per cent. 

Delaware forms one survey, of which the supervisor acts as 
inspector. His compensation is a salary of .four hundred dol- 
lars, and a commission of one per cent. Henry Latimer, who 
was appointed supervisor, has resigned his office. 

‘‘Maryland forms two surveys. No. 1 comprehends the counties 
of St. Mary, Somerset, Calvert, Queen Anne, Caroline, Kent, 
Charles, Talbot, Dorchester, Baltimore, Anne Arundel, Worces- 
ter, Hertford, Cecil, and Prince George. No. 2 consists of the 
counties of Montgomery, Washington, Frederick, and Allegha- 
ny. The supervisor of the district, George Gale, officiates as 
inspector of survey No. 1. His compensation is a salary of se- 
ven hundred dollars, and a commission of one per cent. Philip 
Thomas has been appointed inspector of survey No. 2, with a sa- 
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SM Congress. larv of fouF hundred aad fifty dollars, and a commission of one 

1st Session. ^ 

per cent. 

Virginia has been divided into seven surveys of inspection. 

districts. No. 1 consists of the counties of Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond, Westmoreland, King George, Caroline, Hanover, 
Henrico, Charles city, James city, Warwick, Elizabeth city, 
York, Gloucester, Mathews, Middlesex, Essex, King and Queen, 
King William, and New Kent; No. 2, of the counties of 
Stafford, Prince William, Fairfax, Loudon, Fauquier, Culpep- 
per, Orange, Albemarle, Louisa, and Spottsylvania; No. 3, of 
the counties of Goochland, Fluvanna, Amherst, Bedford, Frank- 
lin, Henry, Patrick, Pittsylvania, Halifax, Charlotte, Mecklen- 
burg, Lunenburg, Nottoway, Amelia, Powhatan, Cumberland, 
Buckingham, Prince Edward, and Campbell; No. 4, of the coun- 
ties of Princess Anne, Chesterfield, Norfolk, Isle of Wight, Sus- 
sex, Surry, Prince George, Dinwiddie, Brunswick, Greenville, 
Southampton, Nansemond, Accomack, and Northampton; No. 5, 
of Frederick, Berkley, Hampshire, Hendy, Monongalia, Ohio, 
Harrison, Randolph, Pendleton, Augusta, Rockingham, and She- 
nandoah; No. 6, of the counties of Rockbridge, Botetourt, Mont- 
gomery, Wythe, AVashington, Russell, Grcenbriar, and Kan- 
hawa; No. 7 consists of the district of Kentucky: Edward Car- 
ring has been appointed supervisor, with a salary of one thousand 
dollars, and a commission of one per centum, Drury Ragsdale 
has been appointed inspector of survey No. 1 ; Edward Stevens 
of No. 2; Mayo Carrington of No. 3; Thomas Newton of No. 4; 
Edward Smith of No. 5; James Breckenridge of No. 6; and 
Thomas Marshal of No. 7. The compensation to these officers 
is to each a salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a com- 
mission of one jt7er cent. 

North Carolina forms five surveys. No. 1 consists of the 
counties of Wilmington, Anslow, New Hanover, Brunswick, 
Bladen, Duplin, Anson, Richmond, Moore, Cumberland, Ro- 
bertson, and Sampson; No. 2, of the counties of Carteret, Hyde, 
Beaufort, Pitt, Craden, Jones, Dobbs, Johnson, and Wayne; 
No. 3, of the counties of Kurrituck, Cambden, Pasquotank, Per- 
quimans, Chowan, Gates, Hartford, and Tyrrel; No. 4, of the 
counties of Northampton, Martin, Halifax, Nash, Edgecomb, 
Warren, Franklin, Caswell, Orange, Randolph, Grandville, 
Wake, and Chatham; No. 5, of the counties of Mecklenburg, 
Montgomery, Roan, Iredel, Surry, Stokes, Rockingham, Gilford, 
Lincoln, Rutherford, Burke, and Wilkes. William Polk has 
been appointed supervisor, and a salary of seven hundred dol- 
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2 d Congress lars, and a commission of one per cent, have been assigned him 
as a compensation. James Read has been appointed inspector 
Arrange- survey No. 1: John Daves of No. 2; Thomas Benbury of No 

rnents or • 

districts, 3; John Whitaker of No. 4; and Joseph M‘Dovvel, the elder, of 
No. 5. The compensation to the inspectors of surveys No. 1, 
2j and 3, are to each a commission of two per centum, these in- 
spectors being also officers of the customs. A salary of four 
hundred and fifty dollars, and a commission of one per cent. 
have been assigned as a compensation to the inspectors of sur- 
veys, No. 4 and 5, respectively. 

‘‘South Carolina forms three surveys. No. 1 consists of the 
counties of Colleton, Berkley, Washington, Marion, Bartholo- 
mew, Charleston, Granville, Hilton, Lincoln, Shrewsbury, Win- 
ton, Orange, and Lewisburgh; No. 2, of the counties of Wingaw, 
Williamsburgh, Liberty, Kingston, Darlington, Chesterfield, 
Marlborough, Clarendon, Clermont, Lancaster, Kershaw, Rich- 
land, Fairfield, Chester, and York; No. 3, of the counties of 
Edgefield, Abbeville, Newbury, Laurens, Union, Spartanburg, 
Greenville, and Pendleton. The duties of inspector of survey 
No. 1, are performed by the supervisor, Daniel Stevens, to whom 
a salary of seven hundred dollars, and a commission of onc//er 
cent, have been assigned as a compensation. Benjamin Cudworth 
has been appointed inspector of survey No. 2, and Sylvanus 
Walker of No. 3. The compensation assigned to the inspector 
of survey No. 2, is a salary of three hundred dollars, and a com- 
mission of two centum; to the inspector of survey No. 3, a 
salary of four hundred and fifty dollars, and a commission of one 
per cent. 

“ Georgia forms one survey. The supervisor, John Matthews, 
officiates as inspector: the compensation assigned him is a salary 
of five hundred dollars, and a commission of one per cent. 

“ The commission, in each case, is computed upon (he nett 
product of the duties on spirits distilled within the jurisdiction 
of the officer to whom it is allowed; which nett product is de- 
termined by deducting, at each stage of the compensation, all 
preceding charges. 

“ With regard to the ports, the following arrangements have 
been made: — At the ports at which there are both a collector and 
a surveyor, the latter has been appointed an inspector; where 
there is a collector only, he has been appointed; and where there 
is a surveyor only, he has been appointed. The ports at which 
neither collector nor surveyor resides, have been placed under the 
inspection of the collector or surveyor of the district to wdiich 
VoL. I, — 46 
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they belong, as the one or the other is the inspector of the reve- 
nue for the port where he resides. The duties of these inspec- 
tors are confined to spirits imported from abroad; and, as they 
bear an analogy to those which they have been accustomed to 
perform, no compensation has been assigned. The officers, di- 
rected by the 18th section of the law to be appointed by the 
supervisors, have been denominated, collectors of the revenue. 

Their number has been of necessity left to the discretion of the 
supervisor, with these general intimations, that they should be, 
in all cases, as few as the proper execution of the business would 
permit; and that, in regard to the collection of the duties on 
stills, one for each county would suffice: but this regulation ne- 
cessarily varies as the stills are more or less dispersed. Where 
they are much scattered, two, three, or more counties, have been 
assigned to the same person. The compensation to these officers s. Journal, 
is a commission on the sums collected by each, of two per centum 
on the product of the duties on spirits distilled from foreign ma- 
terials; and of four per centum on the product of the duties 
arising from spirits distilled from domestic materials, whether 
per gallon, or by the still. This difference was dictated by the 
different nature of the business. 

<«By order of the President of the United States. 

Alexander Hamilton, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

“ Treasury Department, October 31, 1791.” 

At the second session of this Congress, on the 22d of Novem- 
ber, 1792, other arrangements connected with this subject were 
communicated to the . two houses of Congress, accompanied by 
the following message from the President of the United States: — 

Gentlemen oj' the Senate y and of the House of Bepresen- 
iatives : — 

« I send you herewith the abstract of a supplementary arrange- 
ment which has been made by me, pursuant to the acts of the 
3d day of March, 1791, and the 8th day of May, 1792, for 
raising a revenue upon foreign and domestic distilled spirits; in 
respect to the subdivisions and officers which have appeared to 
me necessary, and to the allowances for their respective services 
to the supervisors, inspectors, and other officers of inspection; 
together with estimates of the amount of compensations and 
charges. 

‘‘ G. Washington. 

“ United States^ November 22, 1792.” 
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On the 28th of January next, the following change in the ar- 
rangements as to North Carolina, was communicated in a mes- 
sage addressed by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress: 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and of the House of Representa- 
tives : — 

Since my last communication to you, on the subject of the 
revenue on distilled spirits, it has been found necessary, in expe- 
rience, to revise and amend the arrangements relative thereto, 
in regard to certain surveys, and the officers thereof, in the dis- 
trict of North Carolinaj which I have done, accordingly, in the 
manner following: — 

\st. The several counties of the said district originally and 
heretofore contained within the first, second, and third surveys, 
have been allotted into, and are now contained in, two surveys: 
one of which (to be hereafter denominated the first,) comprehends 
the town of Wilmington, and the counties of Anslow, New Ha- 
nover, Brunswick, Robertson, Sampson, Craven, Jones, Lenox, 
Glascovv, Johnston, and Wayne; and the other of which (to be 
hereafter denominated the second,) comprehends the counties of 
Kurrituck, Camden, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Chowan, Gates, 
Hartford, Tyrrel, Bertie, Carteret, Hyde, Beaufort, and Pitt. 

2dly. The several counties of the said district originally and 
heretofore contained within the fifth survey of the district afore- 
said, have been allotted into, and arc contained in, two surveys, 
one of which (to be hereafter denominated the third,) compre- 
hends the counties of Mecklenburg, Rowan, Iredell, Montgome- 
ry, Guilford, Rockingham, Stokes, and Surrey; and the other of 
which (to be hereafter denominated the fifth,) comprehends the 
counties of Lincoln, Rutherford, Burke, Buncombe, and Wilkes. 

‘ « ddly. The duties of inspector of the revenue, in and for the 
third survey, as constituted above, are to be performed, for the 
present, by the supervisor. 

^^4thly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the first survey, as above constituted, are to be a salary of 
two hundred and fifty dollars per annum^ and commissions 
and other emoluments similar to those heretofore allowed to the 
inspector of the late first survey, as it was originally constituted. 

Sthly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the second survey, as above constituted, are to be a salary of 
one hundred dollars per annum^ and commissions and other 
emoluments heretofore allowed to the inspector of the late third 
survey, as it was originally constituted. 
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Qthly. The compensations of the inspector of the revenue 
for the fifth survey, as above constituted, are to be a salary of 
one hundred and twent}'^ dollars joer annum^ and the commissions 
and other emoluments similar to those heretofore allowed to the 
inspector of the late fifth survey, as it was originally constituted. 

“ G. Washington. 

JJniitd States, January 23, 1793.’* 


It will be recollected that the same committee which reported 1791. 
the bill repealing the duties on distilled spirits, received instruc- 
tion also to prepare and bring in a bill concerning teas, \ Vide h. Journal, 
page 342.] Accordingly, on the 22d of February, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, from this committee, presented a bill making further pro- 
vision for the collection of the duties imposed on teas. This 
bill was read a first and second time, and was committed to a 
eommittee of the whole house. The bill was taken up and con- id. p. 399. 
sidered in committee of the whole, on the 2d of March, and was 
reported without amendment. It was then ordered to be re- 
committed to a committee of the whole house immediately. 

The house then again went into committee on the bill, and re- 
ported an amendment, which was agreed to; and the bill was 
then read a third time and passed, with the following addition to 
the title, ‘‘and for prolonging the term for the payment of the id. p.40l. 
duties on wines.’’ 

The bill was read a first and second time in the Senate, on the S. Journal, 
2d of March, and was referred to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, and — 

Schuyler, to consider and report upon it. Mr. Morris reported 
the bill on the following day, without amendment, and it was 
passed. 

This bill provides that the bond of the importer of the teas, 
for the payment of the duties, shall be taken, the leas being de- 
posited in a store-house, on which two locks shall be placed, the 
key of one lock to be kept by the importer, and the key of the 
other by the inspector, the teas to be taken up on giving new 
bonds and security, as are described in the bill. The bill also 
allows twelve months for the payment of the duties on Madeira 
and other wines, secured by bond. 


The subject of teas and spirits required, however, still further 1792. 
legislation, and was, at an early period, brought before the at- 
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2 d Congress, tentioti of the second Congress, by a petition from the merchants H. Journal, 

i gt . essioti ^ New York, praying to be allowed a further time for tlie pay- P' 

Petition duties on a quantity of teas which remained unsold, 

for time to ^ j 

pay duties This petition was referred to Messrs. Lawrance, Fitzsimons, and 
on teas, Gerry. A report was made from this committee on the 27th of Id. p. 521. 
February. On the 23d of March, the house proceeded to con- 
sider this report, and adopted the following resolution: — 

Resolution. JResolved — l^hat for all teas imported into the United States id. p, 545. 

since the third day of March, 1791, the duties w^hereon shall 
have been bonded, payable in one year, it shall be lawful for the 
officers of tlie customs, to whom such bonds were given, to can- 
cel the same, and to take other bonds in lieu thereof, payable 
in two years from the time of the importation of the teas, for 
which the same is given: Provided — That such teas are depo- 
sited w’ilh the proper officer, agreeably to the provisions of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1791.’’ 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Lawrance, Fitzsimons, and 
Gerry prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this reso- 
lution. On the 24th of March, accordingly, Mr. Fitzsimons, 

Bill to ex- this committee, presented a bill “ to extend the time here- Id. p. 547. 
tend time, tofore granted for the payment of the duties on certain teas, im- 
House. ported after the third day of March, 1791, which was then read 
a first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 9th of April, and having been considered, was reported 
without amendment, and, on the lOtb, was] read a third time, id. p. 571. 
and passed. Having been read a first and second time in the 
Senate, the bill was referred to Messrs. King, Morris, and Lang- 
don, to consider and report upon it. And on the 18th, this com- 
Rcjcctcd niittee reported that it would be inexpedient to pass this bill; S. .Journal, 
by Senate. Senate then rejected the bill. • p. 423. 429. 

Spirits reference to the act repealing the duties on distilled spirits, 

and laying others in their room, which was passed at the close of 
the third session of the first Congress it was found, on experi- 
ment, that some change would be necessary to render this mea- 
sure an efficient and satisfactory source of revenue. Soon after 
the assembling of the second Congress, measures were put in 1791. 
train to discover how far the operation of the act had realized 
the expectations of the government. On the 1st of November, 

Secretary 1791, the secretary of the treasury was directed to report to the H.Joumal, 
^^^iJ^easury House of Representatives, such information as he had obtained P- 
for infer- respecting any difficulties which might have occurred in the exe- 

niation. 
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cution of the act “ repealing, after the last day of June next, the 
duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, 
and laying others in their stead ; and also upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and for appropriating the same,’’ to- 
gether with his opinion thereupon. And, on the following day, 
the secretary was further directed “ to report whether any, and 
what, alterations in favour of the spirits which shall be distilled 
from articles of the growth or produce of the United States, or 
from foreign articles within the same, can, in his opinion, be made 
in the act for laying duties upon spirits distilled within the United 
States, consistently with its main design, and with the mainte- 
nance of the public faith.” In the mean time, petitions from the 
distillers of Boston, New York, Baltimore, Salem, Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, Providence, Newport, Frederick county, Virginia, 
&.C., were received, praying for modifications of the duties on 
distilled spirits. On the Cth of March, 1792, the secretary made 
his report to the house in obedience to the above direction. On 
the 16th, the report was ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole house, and on the 131h of April, the subject was 
considered in committee, and several resolutions were tlien re- 
ported, which were, on the 26th, agreed to by the house, as fol- 
lows: — 

“ 1. Resolved — That, from and after the last day of June next, 
the present duties on spirits, distilled within the United Slates, 
and on stills, shall cease, and that, in lieu thereof, upon all spirits 
which, after the said day, shall be distilled within the United 
States, wholly, or in part, from molasses, sugar, or other foreign ma- 
tericils, there shall be paid the duties following; that is to say : — 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, 

“For every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, 

‘ For every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of proof, 

9 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the fifth class of proof, 

“For every gallon of those spirits of the sixth class of proof, 

“ And, upon all spirits which, after the said day, shall be dis- 
tilled within the United States, from materials the growth or 
produce of the United States, in any city, town, or village, at 
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any distillery of which there shall be one or more stills, which, 

singly, or together, shall be of the capacity of gallons, or 

upwards, there shall be paid the duties following; that is to say: — 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, 

» 

‘‘ For every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, 

7 

‘ For every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, 

^‘For every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of proof, 

For every gallon of those spirits of the fifth class of proof, 

■ ■ ■ '» 

“ For every gallon of those spirits of the sixth class of proof, 

» 

“ And, upon stills, which, after the said day, shall be employed 
in distilling spirits from materials of the growth or produce of 
the United States, at any other place than a city, town, or vil- 
lage, or at any distillery in a city, town, or village, at which 
there shall be one or more stills, which, singly, or together, shall 

be of less capacity than gallons, there shall be paid the 

yearly duty of cents for every gallon, English wine mea- 

sure, of the capacity or content of each and every such still, in- 
cluding the head thereof. Provided — That it shall be at the op- 
tion of the proprietor or possessor of any such still, instead of the 
said yearly duty, cither to pay cents for every gallon of spi- 
rits by him or her distilled, or to pay at the rate of cents 

per gallon, of the capacity, for each and every month of the 
employment of any such still, the said proprietor or possessor 
previously obtaining a license for that purpose, in w'hich shall be 
specified the term for which he or she shall think fit to work his 
or her still or stills.” 

“ 2. Resolved — That there be within each county comprehend- 
ed in any district, at least one office of inspection, at which every 
person, having or keeping a still or stills within such county, 
shall, between the last day of May, and the first day of July, in 
each year, make entry of such still or stills; and at which every 
person, who, being a resident within the county, shall procure a 
still or stills, or who, removing within a country, shall bring 
therein a still or stills, shall, within twenty dciys after such pro- 
curing or removal, and before he or she shall begin to use such 
still or stills, make entry thereof. And every entry, besides de- 
scribing each still, and the capacity thereof, shall specify the 


1792. 



S68 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chi». m. 


3il Congress. 
Ist Session. 

Resolu- 
tions of 
house. 


National Revenue— Duties on Spirits. 1792. 

place where, and the person in whose possession it is, and the 
purpose for which it is intended, as whether for sale or use in 
distilling; and, in case of removal, shall specify the place from 
which every such still shall have been brought. 

“ 3. Resolved — That it shall be in the option of every proprie- 
tor or possessor of a still, which is chargeable, according to the 
capacity of a still, either to pay the duty thereupon in money, 

or an equivalent therefor, in distilled spirits, at the rate of 

per gallon: Provided — That such option be declared at the pre- 
vious annual entry of such still, and that it shall be the duty of 
the said proprietor or possessor, to deliver the said spirits at his 
or her own expense, at the office of inspection, where such en- 
try shall have been made. 

“ 4. Resolved — That every proprietor and possessor of a still 
shall be jointly and severally liable for the duly thereupon, and 
that every owner of land, upon which any still shall be worked, 
shall be liable for the duty thereupon, unless the same shall be 
worked by a lawful and hona fide tenant of the land of an es- 
tate, not less than for the term of one year, or unless such owner 
can make it appear that the possessor of, or person by whom 
such still shall have been worked, was, during the whole time of 
working the same, a trespasser or intruder on his land. 

<‘5. Resolved — That every officer of inspection, within whose H. Journal, 
survey any distillery of Geneva or sweet cordials, subject to the P* 
payment of duty by the gallon, of the spirits distilled therein, 
may be, shall forbear to visit or inspect, for a space not exceed- 
ing two hours in each day, such part of the said distillery as he 
may be required by the proprietor, possessor, or manager, of 
such distillery, to forbear to visit and inspect ; for which purpose 
it shall be necessary for the said proprietor, possessor, or mana- 
ger, to give notice, in writing, to the said officer, describing 
therein particularly the part of such distillery which it shall be 
his desire that the said officer may forbear to visit and inspect, 
and specifying the time of each day for which such forbearance 
shall be desired. 

“ 6. Resolved — That it shall be in the discretion of the secre- 
tary of the treasury to regulate, as w^ell the marks to be set 
upon the casks, vessels, and packages, containing distilled spirits, 
as the forms of the certificates which are to accompany the 
same; and that when any cask or vessel, in which distilled spirits 
have been contained, shall have been emptied of its contents, it 
shall be lawful for the marks thereupon to be effaced by, or in 
the presence of, an officer of inspection ; and if the. said cask or 
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— the same may be marked anew. 

tions^^ oV' “ Resolved — That, if any distilled spirits, in going from one 

House. port to another of the United States, shall be lost by means of 
shipwreck, the duties thereupon shall be remitted or repaid to 
the proprietor thereof. 

<< 8. Resolved — That, instead of a notice of twenty-four hours, 
heretofore required to be given, of the intent to export distilled 
spirits, in order to the benefit of the drawback of the duties there- 
upon, a notice of six hours shall be sufficient. 

9. Resolved — That there be an abatement for leakage, at the 
rate of two^^^r cent, in every case in which the duty shall be 
payable by the gallon, of the spirits distilled, to be allowed at 
the distillery where such spirits shall be made. 

“ 10. Resolved — That the officer of inspection, within whose 
survey any still shall be, the duty whereupon is payable according 
to the capacity of the still, shall identify, by progressive num- 
bers, and other proper marks, every such still within his survey, 
and the duty thereupon shall operate as a specific lien upon the 
said still. 

11. Resolved — That every distiller of, or dealer in spirits, 
who may have in his or her possession distilled spirits not marked 
or certified, pursuant to the act repealing, after the last day of 

June next, &c., shall, prior to the day of next, 

report the spirits in his or her possession, in writing, at some 
office of inspection, to the end that such spirits may be marked 

and certified as old stock; and that from and after the said 

day of next, casks and vessels, of the capacity of 

gallons, and upwards, containing distilled spirits, which shall be 
found in the possession of any distiller or dealer in spirits, ex- 
cept at a distillery where the same were made, or in going from 
one place to another, without being marked according to law, or 
without having a certificate from some proper officer, shall be 
liable to seizure and forfeiture; and that it shall be the duty of 
the several officers of inspection, upon request of any dealer or 
distiller, to take measures for the marking of casks, vessels, and 
packages, containing distilled spirits, and to furnish such dealer 
and distiller, free from expense, with certificates to accompany 
the same: Provided — That it shall not be incumbent upon any 
such officer to mark or certify any cask, vessel, or package, which 
ought to have been before marked or certified, according to any 
law of the United States. 
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12. Resolved — That from and after the last day of April, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, no dis- 
tilled spirits shall be brought into the United States from any 
foreign port or place, except in casks or vessels of the capacity 
of gallons and upwards. 

^‘13. Resolved — That no drawback of the duty on distilled 

spirits, which shall be exported after the day of 

next, shall be allowed upon any quantity less than gallons. 

" 14. Resolved — That after the day of next, 

no distilled spirits shall be brought into the United States from 
any foreign port or place, in any cask or vessel which shall have 
been marked pursuant to any law of the United States, concern- 
ing distilled spirits, on pain of forfeiture of the spirits so brought, 
and of the ship or vessel in which they shall he brought. 

Resolved — That every distiller, at the request of an of- 
ficer of inspection, shall, by himself, or some other person, aid, 
or cause to be aided, the said officer, in measuring and marking 
the still or stills of such distiller, or, in lieu of such aid, shall pay 

to the said officer dollars, for each and every still to him or 

her belonging, which shall be measured by the said officer with- 
out such aid. 

<‘16. Resolved — That the President be authorized to make ii. journal 
such allowances for their respective services, to the supervisors, P* 
inspectors, and other officers of inspection, as he shall deem rea- 
sonable and proper, so as the said allowances, together with the 
incidental expenses of collecting the duties on spirits distilled 
within the United Stales, shall not exceed seven and a half per 
centum of the total product of the duties on distilled spirits, for 
the period to which the said allowances shall relate; computing 
from the time that the act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, &c., took effect.’’ 

It was then ordered that a bill or bills be brought in, pursuant 
to these resolutions; and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Parker, and Ma- 
con, were instructed to prepare and bring in the same. 

On the 27th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee. Id. p. 591 . 
presented a bill concerning the duties on spirits distilled within 
the United States, which then received its first and second read- 
ing, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. On 
the following day, the bill was considered in committee of the 
whole, and several amendments were reported to the House; and, 
on the 30th, these amendments were taken up for consideration. 

On the question to agree to the amendment of the committee, 
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9(1 Congress, filling up the blank for the amount of duty: on every gallon of h. Journal, 
^ j spirits, of the first class of proof, distilled within the United States, P-^^2,593. 
mcnts of from materials of the growth or produce of the United States,’’ 
cents,” the decision was as follows: — 

Uie whole. Jiycs — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Hillbouse, Kitchell, Lawrancc, Learned, Lee, Jere. Smith, 

W. Smith, ^ Stcrrett, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, 
Wadsworth, Ward. — 2G. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Gregg, 

Grove, Ileister, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Livermore, Macon, Ma- 
dison, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, 

I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson, Wil- 
lis. — 27. 

Bill passed It was then determined to fill the blank with seven’ ^ cents. Id. p. 594. 

by House. And, on the first of May, the bill having been further amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a tliird reading. The blanks 
having been all filled, on the following day, the bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

Amended In the Senate, the bill was read a first and second time, on the S. Journal, 
iiiSen^atT^ 2d of May, and was referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Cabot, and 
Ellsworth. On the 4th, Mr. Hawkins reported some amend- 
ments, which were adopted by the Senate, and the bill, as 
amended, was then read a third time and passed. 

The amendments of the Senate received, on the 5th, the con- ir. Journal, 
currence of the House, P* 

Eliphalet The petition of Eliphalet Ledd, praying for the remission of Id. p. 578. 
tition*^ the duties on a small quantity of goods saved from a wreck on 
the coast of Massachusetts, was presented to the House of Re- 
presentatives on the 16th of April, 1792, and referred to the se- 
cretary of the treasury; and on his report being received on the 
20th, Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, and Murray, were appointed 
Bill to re- to bring in a bill making a general provision for the case of the Id. p. 583. 
on^ others, in similar circumstances. Accordingly, id. p. 586. 

saved from on the 24th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons presented a bill to autho- 
wrecks. remission of certain duties, which was then read a first 

and second time, and committed; and, on the 1st of May, the id p. 593. 
bill was considered, read a third time, and passed. In the Se- s. .Toumal, 
nate, the bill received its first and second reading on the same P* 
day, and was referred to Messrs. Cabot, King, and Burr; and, 

Rejected on the 3d, Mr. Cabot, from this committee, made an unfavoura- Id. p. 457. 
i»y Senate. report, and the bill was rejected. 
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2 d Congress. A fcw davs before the close of the second session of the se- H. Journal, 

2d Session. ^ ^ _ 79 A 

; cond Congress, on the 27th of February, 1793, the House of P 
cemingdu- I^^presentatives appointed Messrs. Fitzsimons, Thatcher, and 
ties on Tucker, a committee to prepare and bring in a bill making fur- 
wnw,’ and Provision for securing and collecting the duties on foreign 
teas. and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas. And, on id. p. 722. 
the 28th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 
of that title and import, which was then read a first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. On 
the evening of the 2d of March, just before the adjournment of 
Congress, the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on this bill, and reported that some progress had been made 
therein. The committee was then discharged from its further Id. p. 734. 
consideration, and thus the bill was lost. 


mSmioT ^ CONSIDERABLE modification of the imposts was effected during 1790. 
the first Congress, by a bill, of which the following is a history. 

On the 3d of March, 1790, the House of Representatives adopt- 
ed the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury be instructed H. Journal, 
to report to this house such funds as, in his opinion, may be 
raised and applied towards the payment of the interest of the 
debts of the individual states, should they be assumed by Con- 
gress.” 

On the 14th, the speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, covering his reports, made in pur- 
suance of the above resolution. And on the 21st of June, 1790, Id. p. 246. 
the House of Representatives appointed a committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Fitzsimons, Madison, Sedgwick, Sherman, and 
Paymentof Tucker, to report a plan, making provision for the payment of 

interest on interest on the debts of the United States. And, on the 29th, 

U. States 1 • • 1 

debts. Mr. F itzsimons, Irom this committee, made a report, which was Id. p.253. 
Committee ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole house, 
report. report was made the subject of consideration by this com- lJ.p.254— 

mittee, during the two next succeeding days; and several reso- 
lutions were reported, which were considered by the house on 
the 2d of July, when the following resolutions were adopted; — 

Kesolu- Resolved — That an addition of thirty-three and one-third 

tions of jjg made to every one hundred cents of the duties now 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


378 


Chip. HI. 


National Revenue — Impoets. 


igtconRress. payable upon goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the 
ion. _ StatCS. 

Resolu- That, in addition to the foregoing, there be levied and coi- 
tions of , , n ® 

House. lected upon the following articles, 


“Distilled spirits, per gal., - 
“ Madeira wine, 

“ Other wines, - - - 

“Molasses, 

“ Bohea tea, per lb., - 
“Souchong, and other black teas, 
“ Hyson tea, - - - 

“ Other green teas, 

“Coffee, 

“ Brown sugar, - - - 

“ Loaf sugar, per lb., - 
“ All other sugars, 

“Pepper, - - - - 

“Pimento, . _ - 

“Nutmegs, - - - 

“ Mace, - - - - 

“ Cinnamon, - - - 

“ Cloves, « - - - 

“ Cassia, - - - - 


n 

8 

5 

1 

2 

2 . 

3 

1 

ti 

1 

X 

2 

5 

3 

25 

25 

20 

12i 

10 


“ That, after the day of , the discount of 

ten per cent, of the duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported in ships or vessels, the property of a citizen or citizens of 
the United States, be discontinued, and that an addition of ten per 
cent, be made to the duties on goods, wares, or merchandise, im- 
ported in any other ship or vessel.” 


Committee Messrs. Fitzsimons, Tucker, and Sherman were then appointed 
^o^prepare ^ committee to bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to these resolutions. 

On the 13th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a 
bill making further provision for the payment of the debts of 
the United States,” which was then read a first time; and re- 
ceived its second reading, and was committed, in the usual form, 
BUlpasscd on the following day. On the 15th, the bill was considered in 
by House, committee, and reported without amendment, and being amend- 
ed in the house, on the next day, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. The blanks having been filled up, on the 19th, 
and the bill having been read the third time, the question on its 
passage was put, and decided in the affirmative, as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cad- 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 269. 

Id. p. 271. 

Id. p. 272, 
273. 
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walader, Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Con tec, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gil- 
man, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Lawrance, Liver- 
more, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, 

Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Sin- 
nickson, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, White, Wil- 
liamson, Wynkoop. — 40. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, 

Grout, Leonard, Partridge, Sedgwick, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 15. 

On the 20th, this bill was read a first time in the Senate, and s. Journal, 
on the next day it was taken up on the question of its second 
reading, and committed to Messrs. Lee, Izard, Morris, Ellsworth, 
and Few. Mr. Lee, from this committee, reported on the 2d of 
August sundry amendments to this bill, so as to make it read as 
follows : — 

“ Whereas, ])y an act, entitled ‘An act for laying a duty on Id.p.l94-- 
goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United States,’ 
divers duties were laid on goods, wares, and merchandise, so im- 
ported, for the discharge of the debts of the United States, and 
the encouragement and protection of manufactures; and where- 
as the support of government, and the discharge of the said debts, 
render it necessary to increase the said duties: — 

** Sect, 1 . Beil enacted hy the Senale and. I Tot/ sc of Rrpresc?ita~ 
lives of the United States of America^ in Congress asse/nhled — That, 
from and after the last day of December next, the duties speci- 
fied and laid in and by the act aforesaid, shall cease and deter- 
mine; and that, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise (not 
herein particularly excepted) which, after the said day, shall be 
brought into the United States, from any foreign port or place, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the several and respec- 
tive duties following; that is to say: — 

CENTS. 

“Madeira wine, of the quality of I^ondon particular, per 


gallon, 35 

“ Other Madeira wine, per gallon, - - - - SO 

“ Sherry wine, per gallon, - - - - . - 25 

“Other wines, per gallon, 20 

Distilled Spirits, 

“If more than ten per cent, below proof, according to 

Dicas’s hydrometer, per gallon, - - - 12 

“If under five, and not more than per cent, below 

proof, according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, 12J 
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“If of proof, and not more than fivejaer cent, below proof,* 
according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, - 13 

“If above proof, but not exceeding twenty cent., 

according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, - 15 

“ If of more than twenty, and not more than forty cent. 

above proof, according to the same hydrometer, per gal., 20 
“ If of more than forty cent, above proof, according to 

the same hydrometer, per gallon, * - - 25 

“ Molasses, per gallon, ------ 3 

“ Beer, ale, and porter, in casks, per gallon, - - 5 

“ Beer, ale, and porter, in bottles, per dozen, - - 20 


“ Teas from China and India, in ships or vessels of the United 
States. 


“Bohea, per lb., . _ - - 

- 

- 

- 

10 

“ Souchong and other black teas, per lb.. 

- 

- 

- 

18 

“ Hyson, per lb., - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

32 

“ Other green teas, per lb.. 

- 

- 

- 

20 

** Teas from Europe, in ships or vessels of the United States. 

“ Bohea, per lb., - . - . 

- 

- 

- 

12 

“ Souchong and other black teas, per lb., 

- 

- 

- 

21 

“ Hyson, ])er lb., - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

40 

“ Other green teas, per lb., - - - 

- 

- 

- 

24 

“ Teas from any other place, or in any other ships 

or vessels. 

“ Bohea, per lb., - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

15 

“ Souchong and other black teas, per lb.. 

- 

- 

- 

27 

“ Hyson, per lb., - - . - 

- 

- 

- 

50 

“ Other green teas, per Ib.,- 

- 


- 

30 

“ ColFee, per lb., .--- 

- 

> 

- 

4 

“ Cocoa, per lb., - . - - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ Loaf sugar, per lb., - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

“ Brown sugar, per lb., 

- 

- 

- 

IJ 

“ Other sugar, per lb,. 

_ • 

- 

- 

21 

‘‘ Candles of tallow, per lb.. 

- 

- 

- 

o 

“ Candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb.. 

- 

- 

- 

G 

“ Cheese, per lb., - - _ _ 

- 

- 

- 

4 

“ Soap, per lb., ----- 

- 

- 

- 

o 

“ Pepper, per lb., - - . - 

- 

- 

- 

4 

“ Pimento, per lb., ---- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

“Manufactured tobacco, per lb., - 

- 

- 

- 

G 

“ Snuff, per lb., - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

10 

“ Indigo, per lb., - _ - . 

- 

- 

- 

25 

“ Cotton, per lb., 

- 

- 

- 

3 

“ Nails and spikes, per lb., - - - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ Bar and other lead, per lb., 

- 

- 

- 

1 


1790. 



376 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chav. Ill, 

National Revenue— Imposts. 



litCon^ss. 

Sd Session. 

“ Steel, unwrought, per 112 lbs,. 


CENTS. 

75 

Bill as 
amended. 

“ Hemp, per 112 lbs., - - - - 

- 

60 

“ Cables, per 112 lbs., - . - - 

- 

150 


“Tarred cordage, per 112 lbs., - - - 

- 

150 


“ Untarred cordage and yarn, per 112 lbs., - 

- 

180 


“ Twine and pack-thread, per 112 lbs., 

- 

400 


“ Salt, per bushel, ----- 

- 

12 


“ Malt, per bushel, - - - - - 

- 

10 


“ Coal, per bushel, 

- 

3 


“ Boots, per pair, ----- 

- 

50 


“ Shoes, slippers, and golo-shoes, made of leather, per pair. 

7 


“ Shoes and slippers, made of silk or stuff*, per pair, 

10 


“ Wool and cotton cards, per dozen, - 

- 

50 


“ Playing cards, per pack, - - - - 

- 

10 


‘‘ Coaches, chariots, phaetons, chaises, chairs, solos, or 
other carriages, or parts of carriages, 15^ per centum 
ad valorem* 


“All goods, wares, and merchandise (except teas) from 
China or India, in ships or vessels not of the United 

States, 

“ All China ware, 

“ Looking glasses, window and other glass, and all ma- 
nufactures of glass, (black quart bottles excepted,) 
“ Marble, slate, and other stones, bricks, tiles, tables, 
mortars, and other utensils of marble or slate, and 
generally all stone and earthenware, - - - 

“ Blank books, 

“ Writing-paper, and wrapping-paper, paper hangings, 
paste-boards, parchment, and vellum, 

“ Pictures and prints, ------ 

“ Painters’ colours, including lamp- black, except those 
commonly used in dyeing, - - _ . 

“ Gold, silver, apd plated ware, - - - . 

“ Gold and silver lace, ------ 

“ Jewellery and paste work, - - - - - 

“ Clocks and watches, - 

“ Shoe and knee-buckles, - - - - . 

Groceries, (except the articles before enumerated^) 
namely: cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, ginger, 
anniseed, currants, dates, figs, plums, prunes, rai- 
sins, sugar candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers, and 
pickles of every sort, - - - - - 

“Oil, 

“ Gunpowder, 

“ Mustard in flour, 


S. Journal, 
^ p. 197. 
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“ Cabinet wares, 

“ Battons, 

“Saddles, - 
“ Gloves of leather, 

“Hats of beaver, felt, wool, or a mixture of any of them, 
“Millinery, ready made, . - . - - 

“Castings of iron, and slit and rolled iron, 

“Leather, tanned or tawed, and all manufactures of which 
leather is the article of chief value, except such as are 
herein otherwise rated, ----- 
“Canes, walking sticks, and whips, - - - 

“Clothing, ready made, 

“Brushes, - - - - 

“ Anchors, 

“All w^ares of tin, pewter, or copper, all or any of them, 

“ Medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in dye- ' 
ing carpets and carpeting, - - - . 

“ All velvets, velverets, satins, and other wrought silks, 
cambrics, muslins, muslinets, lawns, laces, gauzes, 
chintzes, and coloured calicoes, and nankeens, - 
‘‘All other goods, wares, and merchandise, except bullion, tin 
in pigs, tin in plates, old pewter, brass, tutenague, iron and brass 
wire, copper in plates, saltpetre, plaster of Paris, wool, dyeing 
woods and dyeing drugs, raw hides and skins, furs of every kind, 
the sea stores of ships or vessels, the clothes, books, household 
furniture, and the tools or implements of the trade or profession 
of persons who come to reside in the United Stales, philosophi- 
cal apparatus, specially imported for any seminary of learning, 
all goods intended to be re-exported to a foreign port or place 
in the same ship or vessel in which they shall be imported, and, 
generally, all articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the United States, five^e?' centum ad valorem. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd be it further enacted — That an addition of 
ten per centum shall be made to the several rates of duties above 
specified and imposed, in respect to all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, which, after the said last day of December next, shall 
be imported in ships or vessels not of the United States, except 
in the cases in which an additional duty is herein before spe- 
cially laid on any goods, wares, or merchandise, which shall be 
imported in such ships or vessels. 

“ Sect. 3. Jind be it further enacted — That all duties which 
shall be paid, or secured to be paid, by virtue of this act, shall 
be returned or discharged, in respect to all such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, whereupon they shall have been so paid, or secured 
VoL. I. — 48 
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paid, as, within twelve calendar months after payment made, 
or security given, shall be exported to any foreign port, or place, 
amendS. except one per centum on the amount of the said duties, which 
shall be retained as an indemnification for whatever expense may 
have accrued concerning the same. 

Sect. 4. Jlnd he it further enacted — That there shall be 
allowed and paid, on dried and pickled fish, of the fisheries of 
the United States, and on other provisions salted within the said 
states, which, after the said last day of December next, shall be s. Journal, 
exported therefrom to any foreign port, or place, in lieu of a P* 
drawback of the duty on the salt which shall have been expend- 
ed thereupon, according to the following rates; namely:^ — 

Dried fish, per quintal, - - - - 9 cents. 

Pickled fish, and other salted provisions, per bar- 
rel, 9 cents. 

Sect. 5. ^dnd he U further enacted — That where duties by 
this act are imposed, or drawbacks allowed, on any specific quan- 
tky of goods, wares, and merchandise, the same shall be deemed 
to apply in proportion to any quantity less than such specific 
quantity. 

<< Sect. 6. Aid he it further enacted — That all duties which, 
by virtue of the act, entitled ^ An act for laying a duty on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States,’ ac- 
crued between the time specified in the said act for the com- 
mencement of the said duties, and the respective times when the 
collectors entered upon the duties of their respective offices in 
the several districts, be, and they are hereby, remitted and dis- 
charged; and that, in any case in which they may have been paid 
to the United States, restitution thereof shall be made. 

“ Seel. 7. And be it further enacted — That the several duties im- 
posed by this act shall continue to be collected and paid, until the 
debts and purpo^s for which they are pledged and appn]|>riated 
shall be fully discharged: Prceoided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to prevent the legislature of the United 
States from substituting other duties, or taxes of equal value to 
any or all of the said duties and imposts.” 

Motions to It was moved, on the 4th, to amend the report so as that a 
amend. g cents may be collected on every pound of cotton im- 

ported, instead of 3 cents; but the motion was decided in the 
negative. 

It was then moved to amend the report, so as that a duty may 
he collected on every 112 lbs, of imported cables and tarred 
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cordage, of 120, instead 150 cents; but this motion was also de- 
termined in the negative. 

The like success attended another motion to amend the re- 
port, so as that the duty on every bushel of imported salt should 
be 8 cents, instead of 12 cents; and, also, a subsequent motion 
to amend the report, so as that the drawback on every quintal 
of dried fish should be 10, instead of 9 cents; and on every bar- 
rel of pickled fish, and other salted provisions, should be 10 cents 
instead of 9 cents. 

The report of the committee was then adopted as an amend- s. Journal, 
ment to the bill, and it was ordered, as amended, to pass to the P-198, 199, 
third reading. 

On the 5th, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of this 
bill. It was then moved to reduce the duty on every 112 lbs. of 
imported hemp, from 60 to 50 cents; which motion was decided 
in the negative. A motion was then made to reconsider this 
question, which was agreed to ; and a motion to reduce the duty 
to 54 cents on every 112 lbs. of hemp was successful. It was 
then agreed to amend the bill, so that the duty on every 112 lbs. 
of imported cables and tarred cordage should be 100 cents, in- 
stead of 150 cents; on untarred cordage and yarn, 150 cents for 
every 112 lbs., instead of 180 cents; and on every 112 lbs. of 
twine and pack-thread, 300, instead of 400 cents. 

It was then moved and agreed to, that the following clause, to 
wit : “ All goods, wares, and merchandise, (except te^is,) from 
China or India, in ships or vessels not of the United States,” 
should be amended and transposed, so as to succeed the word 
“ nankeens,” the last of the enumerated articles, as follows : — 

“ all goods, wares, and merchandise, imported directly from Chi- 
na or India, in ships or vessels not of the United States, (teas ex- 
cepted,) 12^ per centum ad valorem 

An amendment was also adopted in the following clause, and 
on “ all wares of tin, pewter, or copper, all or any of them ; 
medicinal drugs, (except those commonly used in dyeing,) carpets, 
and carpeting, all velvets, velverets, satins, and other wrought 
silks, cambrics, muslins, muslinets, lawns, laces, gauzes, chintzes, 
and coloured calicoes, and nankeens,” the duty was changed 
from 5^ to 7^ per centum ad valai'em. 

A motion to amend the last clause of the first section, by in- 
serting the word “ undressed,” between the words “ skins,” and 
** furs,” was agreed to. 

In the fifth section of the amendments, it was then agreed to 
insert, between the words “quantity,” and “less,” the. words 
“ greater or.” 
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sd*S(MioT“‘ motion to amend the report, by making the drawback on 

every quintal of dried fish, exported, 10 cents, instead of 9 
cents, and on every barrel of pickled fish and salted provisions, 

10 cents, instead of 9 cents, was renewed, and was agreed to. 

Billpassed. It was then resolved 4:hat the bill do pass in its amended form. 

House con- The House of Representatives proceeded, on the 5th, to con- H. Journal, 
mend^ amendments of the Senate, and resumed their conside- 

ments> ration on the following day. It was then resolved that the House 
agree to all tlie amendments, with amendmends to the second 
amendment, as follows : — 

“ Page 2d, line 21st. Strike out ‘ under,’ and insert ‘more than.’ 

“ Page 4, line 27. Strike out ‘ all goods, wares, merchandise, 

(except teas,) from China or India, in ships or vessels not of the 
United States.’ 

Page 6, line 32. Insert, as an additional clause, ‘ all coaches, 
chariots, phaetons, chaises, chairs, solos, or other carriages, or 
parts of carriages, fifteen and a half per centum ad valorem.^ 

“Same page and line, prefix to the last clause ‘and five per 
centum ad valorem upon,’ and strike out the words ‘ five per cen- 
tum ad valorem, at the end of the same.” 

It was then moved to amend the report by striking out the 
words “ twelve cents,” for the duty on salt ; which motion was 
decided in the negative, as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, id. p. 292, 
Coles, Foster, Goodhue, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leo- 
nard, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, 

Scott, Seney, Sevier, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 28. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Ciymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hartley, Hun- 
tington, Lawrancfe, Lee, Livermore, Page, Parker, Van Rensse- 
laer, Schureman, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Ma- 
ryland, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wyn- 
koop. — ^30. 

■Senate The Senate, on the 7th, concurred in the amendments of the s. journal, 
concur. House. • P- 203. 

ad sesMon. On the 14th of February, 1751, the house appointed Messrs. 1791. 
Bill to ex- Madison, Wadsworth, and Leonard, to be a committee to pre- h. journal 
mend^acr pare and bring in a bill to explain so much of the act, entitled P-378, 
making An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
pwisLa United States,” as imposes a duty on imported lead, and 
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on calicoes. And, on the 21st, Mr. Madison, from this com- H.Joumii. 
mittee, presented a bill to explain and amend the act, entitled P* 

An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
of the United States/’ which was then read the first and second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed; and, on the next day, was 
read the third time and passed. On the 22d, 23d, and 24th, the S. JoumaJ, 
bill passed through its various stages in the Senate. ^ 3 q 


2d CongreBB. On the 8th of March, 1792, the House of Representatives di- 1792. 

1st Session. . . r i 

rected the secretary of the treasury to report his opinion of the h. journal, 

best mode for raising the additional supplies, requisite for the P* 
ensuing year; the question, after discussion, which occupied the 
day, as well as part of the preceding day, being determined in 
the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. id. p. 531. 
Bourne, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Ilillhouse, Huger, 

Jacobs, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Murray, 
Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, W. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, 

Wayne. — 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitz- 
simons, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heistcr, Key, Kittera, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, 

Parker, Tredwell, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 27. 

The secretary made a report, in reply to this order, on the Id. p. 538. 
17th, and it was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The report was considered in committee of the whole on the 5th, Id. p. 563. 
6th, and 7th of April, when the following resolutions were re- * 
ported and agreed to by the House: — 

Resolved — That the existing duties on the articles hereafter 
enumerated, be repealed, and that, instead thereof, the following 
duties be imposed; to wit: 

On Wines. 

CENTS. 


Deuils of “ Madeira, of the quality of London particular, per gallon, 56 
duties. 4 < Ditto, London market, ditto, 49 

“ Other Madeira wine, per gallon, . - - 40 

Sherry, per gallon, . . - - 33 

“ St. Lucar, per gallon, - . - - 30 

‘♦Lisbon, per gallon, ----- 25 

*♦ Oporto, per gallon, - - - - 25 

‘♦Teneriffe, and Fayal, per gallon, - - - 20 



382 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Ckjlp.HI. 


3d Congress. 
1st Session. 


Details of 
duties. 


National Revenue— Imposts. 


‘^All other wines, forty per centum ad valorem^ provided 
the same shall not, in any case, exceed thirty-three cents per 
gallon. 

Spirits. 


“ Those distilled wholly, or chiefly, from grain. ' ceitts. 

“ Of the first class of proof, and under, per gallon, - 28 


“Of the second class of proof, per gallon. 

- 

29 

“ Of the third 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- 

31 

“ Of the fourth 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- 

34 

“ Of the fifth 

ditto, 

ditto. 

- 

40 

“ Of the sixth, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

-• 

50 


Other Distilled Spirits. 


Of the second class of proof, and under, per gallon 


“ Of the third 

ditto. 

ditto, 

** Of the fourth, 

ditto, 

ditto. 

“ Of the fifth, 

ditto. 

ditto. 

“ Of the sixth, 

ditto. 

ditto, 

“Beer, ale, and porter, per gallon. 

- 


“ Steel, per cwt., - - . . . 

“ Nails, per lb., - - . - - 

“ Cocoa, per lb., - - - _ . 

“ Chocolate, per lb., . . - . 

“ Playing cards, per pack, - . - - 

“ Shoes and slippers, of silk, per pair, 

“5hoes and slippers, of stained or coloured leather, (other 
than black,) for men and women, per pair, 

Shoes and slippers, for children, per pair, - 
“ All other shoes, (for men and women,) clogs and golo 
shoes, per pair, ----- 
All other shoes and slippers, for children, per pair, 

‘‘ On salts, called Glauber salts, and on sal ammoniac, for 
every 112 Ihs., ----- 


25 

28 

32 

38 

46 

8 

100 

2 

3 

3 

25 

20 

10 

7 

10 

7 

200 


Articles ad valorem. 


“China wares, ----- 

“ Looking-glasses, window, and other glass, and all ma- 
nufactures of glass, (black quart bottles excepted,) 
“Muskets, pistols, swords, cutlases, hangers, and other 
fire and side-arms, - - - - 

“ Starch, - - - - , 

“ Hair powder, - - - - . 

“ Wafers, - _ - - . 

“ Glue, ------ 

“ Woollen laces, fringes, and paper hangings, 


tit 
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“ Cast, slit, and rolled iron, and, generally, all manufac- 
tures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, or of 
which either of tliese metals is the article of chief 
value, (not being otherwise particularly enumerated,) 
other than brass and iron wire, 

“ Cabinet wares, _ _ _ - 

“Leather tanned and tawed, and all manufactures of lea- 
ther, or of which leather is the article of chief value, 
not being otherwise particularly enumerated,) 
“Medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in dyeing, 
“ Hats, caps, and bonnets, of every sort, 

“ Gloves and mittens, - - - - 

“ Stockings, - - - - - 

“ Millinery, ready made, _ - - 

“Artificial flowers, feathers, and other ornaments for wo- 
men’s head dresses, - - - - 

“Fans, ------ 

“ Dolls, dressed and undressed, - - - 

“Toys, - - - 

“ Buttons of every kind, 

“ Carpets and carpeting - - - - 

“Sail cloth - - - - - 

“ Sheathing, and cartridge paper, 

“All powders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, oils, 
waters, washes, tinctures, essences, liquors, or other 
preparation or composition, commonly called sweet 
scents, odours, perfumes, or cosmetics, 

“ AH dentifrice, powders, tinctures, preparations or com- 
positions wliatsoever, for the teeth and gums, 

“Printed books, (except those specially imported for a 
college, academy, or other public or incorporated se- 
minary of learning or instruction, which shall be 
wholly exempted from duty,) 


I 


s 

r 


H. Journal, 
p. 568. 


“ Resolved — That the foregoing duties be appropriated, in the Id. p. 569.- 
first place, to the payment of the interest of the public debt; in 
the second, to such other grants and appropriations as have been 
heretofore made, and as shall be made during the present session; 
and, in the third, to the purposes of the ‘ Act for making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of the frontiers 
of the United States.^ 

“ Resolved — That an addition of tw’o and a half per centum 
ad valorem^ be made to the duty on all goods heretofore rated 
at five joer cenium ad valorem. 

Resolved — That in the future collection of duty on salt, a 
bushel of salt be estimated as weighing fifty-six pounds. 
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centum on goods heretofore charged with a duty of fivejoer cen- 
tum ad valorem^ be appropriated to the purposes of the ^ Act 
making further and more effectual provision for the protection 
of the frontiers of the United States.^ And the said additional 
duty shall continue for two years, and no longer. 

Resolved — That the before recited duties shall commence 
and take effect on the day of . 

‘‘ Resolved — That all wines imported after the day of 

be marked at the time of importation; and that certifi- 
cates accompany the same, in like manner, as is provided by the 
act repealing, after the first day of June next, the duties hereto- 
fore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad. 

Resolved — That the term of the payment of duties (where 
the sum shall exceed fifty dollars,) on salt, and West India pro- 
duce, be extended to ; and that, from and after the 

day of next, the duties on all other goods, wares, or mer- 

chandise, other than wines or teas, he payable, the one half in 
six, the other in twelve months, from the time of importation. 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be autho- 
rized to borrow a sum not exceeding five hundred and twenty- 
three thousand five hundred dollars, for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses which may be incurred in pursuance of an act, 
entitled ‘An act making further and more effectual provision for 
the protection of the frontiers of the United States; and that the 
funds herein appropriated to the said purposes, be applied to the 
discharge of such loan : Provided — That the rate of interest shall 

not exceed per ce?it. per annum, and that the principal be 

payable at the pleasure of the United States.’ 

Resolved — That the allowance on the importation of pickled 
fish and salted provisions, and also to vessels employed in the cod 
fishery, be made conformably to the increased duty on salt.” 

Bill for It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and h. Journal, 
fVi^^ier ^ prepare and bring in the necessary bill to carry these reso- P* 
sum of lutions into effect. On the 11th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from 
the”proter Committee, presented a bill for raising a further sum of mo- 
tion of the ney for the protection of the frontiers, which was then read the 
frontiei-s. second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 

house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on Icl.pr580 
the 17th and 18th, when several amendments were reported. 

And on the 19th, the house proceeded to consider these amend- 
ments. It was then moved to amend the bill by adding to the 
end, the following clause 


1792. 
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2d Congress. « Jind be it further enacted — That this act shall continiie until 

^ the day of , and until the next session of Congress, 

which shall happen thereafter, and no longer; and that, from and 
after the expiration of the same, the duties hereby extinguished 
and repealed, shall be revived, collected, and appropriated, in 
the same manner they would have been, had this act never been 
passed. ” 

The question being taken on this motion, the result was as fol- 
lows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Gregg, 

Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, 

Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 32. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, KitchelI,Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Wm. Smith, 

Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — 31. 

The speaker (Trumbull) then declared himself to be in the 
negative ; and this equalizing the votes, the motion was lost. 

The bill was further amended, and amended on the 20th, and h. Journal, 
was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading, and, on the day P* 583,584. 
following, the blanks having been filled, it was read the third 
Passed by time, and passed, the final vote being as follows:^ — 
house. — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kit- 
tera, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 
ray, Niles, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, 

Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, White.~37. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Giles, Grove, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, William- 
son, Willis. — 20. 

The bill was then passed, the title being ‘‘ An act for raising a 
further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned.” 

In the Senate, this bill received the first and second reading on s. Journal, 
the 23d, and on the 25th, was ordered to the third reading. On p-43a,43l. 
the following day, Mr. Burr presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of New York merchants against any increase of duties, and 
VoL. I. — 49 
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the third reading of the bill was then resumed. It was then 
moved to amend the first section as follows : — 

“That, from and after the last day of June next, the duties s. Journal, 
now in force upon the articles hereinafter enumerated and de- 
scribed, at their importation into the United States, shall cease, 
until the last day of June, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-four, and in lieu thereof, there shall be thenceforth, for the 
space of two years from the said last day of June next, laid, le- 
vied, and collected, upon the said articles, at their said importa- 
tion, the several and respective rates or duties following.’^ 

The motion was decided in the negative ; as also was a motion 
to amend the first section, so as to limit the duration of the afore- 
said duties to five years, instead of two, as proposed in the above 
amendment. 

It was then moved and agreed to, to insert an amendment in 
line fourth of the sixth section, so as that the clause stand thus: — 

“And that, in addition thereto, there shall be allowed and paid 
upon provisions salted within the United States, (except upon 
dried fish,) upon the exportation thereof to any foreign port or 
place, as follows ; to wit : on pickled fish, at the rate of eight 
cents per barrel, and other provisions at the rate of five cents 
per barrel.” 

It was also agreed to expunge these w^ords from the last line 
of an amendment adopted in the second reading of the bill, as 
part of the eighteenth section ; to wit : “ under the laws of any 
state, or of the United States.” 

It was then moved and agreed to, to adopt the following pro- 
vision, agreed to in.the second reading of the bill as the eighteenth 
section ; namely : — 

“ And be it further enacted and declared — ^That if the jj^ncipal 
in any bond, which shall hat^ been given to the Unit^ States 
for duties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, a7id on the 
tonnage of ships or vessels, or either of them, shall be insolvent, or 
if such principal being dead, his or her estate and effects, which 
shall have come to the hands of his or her executors or adminis- 
trators, shall be insufficient for the payment of his or her debts, 
and if in either of the said cases any surety in the said bond, or 
the executors and administrators of such surety, shall pay to the 
United States the moneys thereupon due, such surety, his or her 
executors or administrators, shall have and enjoy the like ad- 
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vantage, priority, and preference, for the recovery and receipt of 
the said moneys out of the estate and effects of such insolvent or 
deceased principal, as are reserved and secured to the United 
States by the forty-fourth section of the act, entitled ‘ An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of duties imposed by 
law on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ and sliall and may 
bring and maintain a suit upon the said bond, in law or equity, 
in his, her, or their, own name or names, for the recovery of the 
moneys which shall have been paid thereupon. 

“ A7id it is further declared — That the cases of insolvency in the S. Journal, 
said forty-fourth section mentioned, shall be deemed to extend as P* 
well to cases in which a debtor, not having sufficient property to 
pay all his or her debts, shall have made a voluntary assignment 
thereof, for the benefit of his or her creditors, or in which the 
estate and effects of an absconding, concealed, or absent debtor, 
shall have been attached by process of law (as to cases in which 
an act of legal bankruptcy shall have been committed.’^) 

The above amendment was, on the following day, amended in 
the first clause, to read as follows : — 

“ And be it enacted and declared — That, if the principal in any 
bond, which shall be given to the United States for duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandises imported, shall be insolvent.” 

The bill was then passed in its amended form; and on the 27th, 
the House of Representatives agreed to these amendments, with 
an amendment, which was, on the following day, concurred in 
by the Senate. 

On the 12th of January, 1793, a petition of Robert Heaton, of 1793. 
the county of Westchester, in the state of New York, was pre- h. journal, 
sented to the House of Representatives. The^ petitioner prayed P- 
to be exempted from the payment of the duty imposed by law 
on sundry horses and other cattle, which he had imported. This 
petition was referred to Messrs. Benson, Sedgwick, and Madison. 

On the 29th, Mr. Benson, from this committee, made a report; id. p. 685. 
and, on the 7 th of February, the house considered the report, 
and adopted a resolution, declaring it advisable “ that the seve- 
ral impost laws of the United States, so far as they may be 
deemed to impose a duty on horses, and other useful beasts, im- 
ported into the United States for breed, be repealed.” The same id. p. 695. 
committee was then instructed to bring in a bill, pursuant to this 
resolution. Mr. Benson, from this committee, presented, on the 
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12lh, a bill for repealing the several impost laws of the United 
States, so far as they may be deemed to impose a duty on useful 
beasts imported for breed, and for remitting the duties hereto- 
fore accrued on such importations, in the cases where they have 
only been secured to be paid. This bill was then read the first 
and second time, and committed. The bill was considered in H. Journal, 
committee on the 21st of February, and being reported without 
amendment, was ordered to the third reading, which, on the 715^ 

23d, it received. On the 23d and 25th, the bill passed through S. Journal, 
its several readings, and was amended by the Senate, and the 
House agreed to the amendments. p. 717. 

On the 7th of February, the Senate appointed Messrs. Bradley, s. Journal, 
Gunn, and Few, a committee to report “ a bill, supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide more efTectually for the col- 
lection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels.’” And on the 11th, Mr. Bradley, from this Id. p. 483. 
committee, reported a bill, bearing the above title ; which was 
then read the first time, and received its second reading on the 
following day; and, on the 14th, having been amended, it was Id. p. 484. 
read the third time, and passed. In the House the bill was, on 
the 15th, committed to Messrs. Goodhue, Hindman, and Jere. Id. p. 486. 
Smith. On the 22d, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, report- H. Journal, 
ed an amendment, which was committed, with the bill, to a com- 
mittee of the whole house; tind on the 25th, the bill was before id. p. 713. 
the committee, and several amendments were reported, which id. p. 717. 
received the concurrence of the house, and the bill was then 
read the third time and passed. The Senate, on the 27th, agreed s. Journal, 
to some of the amendments made by the house, and agreed 
to reconsider the second amendment, and to refer this amend- 
ment, with the amendments subsequent thereto, to Messrs. King, 

Morris, and Cabot. On the following day, Mr. King reported id. p. 499. 
an amendment to the amendment which was agreed to. The 
house concurring, on the 1st of March, in this amendment, the li. Journal, 
bill was finally passed. P- 

On the 22d of November, 1792, the secretary reported on the H. Journal, 
petition of Jacob Bell, who, so long before as the 7th of De- 625^53^^^ 
cember, 1790, (at the third session of the first Congress,) had pe- 
tioned the House of Representatives to be refunded certain du- 
ties, to the payment 5f which he had been subjected by a mis- 
take of the collector of the port of New York. On the 5th of id. p. 691. 
February, the report of the secretary was considered by a com- 
mittee of the whole, who reported the following resolution, 
which was agreed to by the house; — 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Cff-iP* HI* National Revenue— Proceedings as to Duties. 

2d Congress. “ Resolved — That the duty on a quantity of pickled fish, amount* 

2d Session ^ nincty-seven dollars and fifty cents, to the payment of 

Resolution, which the said Jacob Bell has been subjected, by a mistake of 
the collector of the port of New Fork, be refunded to him, agree- 
ably to the prayer of his petition.” 

Bill to re- It was then ordered that Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker, pre- 
pare and bring in the bill necessary to give effect to this resolution. 
House. Mr. Key, on the 7th, presented a bill to refund to Jacob Bell, cer- 
tain duties on pickled fish, which was read the first and second 
time, and committed. The bill having been considered in com- 
mittee, on the 13th, and reported without amendment, was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and was read the third time on the 15th 
of February. On the same day, the bill was read the first time 
in the Senate, and received its second reading on the 18th, when 
it was referred to Messrs. Foster, Monroe, and Cabot. Mr. Fos- 
Rejected ter, on the 2d of March, made an unfavourable report concerning 
by Senate. which was then rejected. 

Woodrop During the first session of the second Congress, on the 17th of 

aiidSimms’ 1 792 a memorial was presented to the House of Repre- 

petition. ^ j 1 V* 

sentatives, from Woodrop and Simms, merchants ol rhiladelpnia, 

praying a remission of the duties on a quantity of salt and wines 
entered at the port of New York, and which were lost, together 
with the ship, on the passage. This memorial was referred to 
Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, and Murray, and the case was included 
in the provisions of a bill reported by Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 24th 
Bill to re- of April, ‘‘ to authorize the remission of certain duties,” and which 
TTut duties rejected by the Senate, as may be seen on reference to 

lostbyship the case of Eliphalet Ledd, [page 371.] On the 8th of Novem- 
wreck. memorial was again presented, at the second session of 

the second Congress ; and, on the 3d of December, was referred 
to Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker. Mr. Key made a report on 
this case on the 6th, which was committed to b committee of the 
whole house. It was acted on in committee on the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, 1793, and the following resolution was then reported, and 
agreed to by the house : — 

Resolved — That the remission of duties on a quantity of salt 
and wines entered at the port of New York, which, together with 
the ship, was lost, on the passage from thence to Philadelphia, in 
March last, ought to be granted, agreeably to the prayer of the 
petitioners.” 

Messrs. Key, Grove, and Tucker, were then ordered to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill to carry this resolution into effect. The 
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bill was reported by Mr. Key on the 7th of February, when it 
received the first and second reading and its commitment On h. Journal, 
the 8lh, the bill was taken up in committee of the whole, report- P-696, 69r. 
cd without amendment, and, on the question of its engrossment, 
was rejected. 

A great number of petitions and memorials were presented, 
complaining of the unequal operation of these laws, and praying 
for remissions of duties; but as no legislative action was founded 
upon them, they arc omitted. 


On the 29th December, 1790, the petition of Shubael Swain 1790-91. 
was presented to the House of Representatives, praying the re- h. Journal, 
mission of a penalty incurred for a breach of the revenue laws ; P* 
which was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Livermore, and Sinnick- 
son. Mr. Goodhue, on the 3ist, reported a bill for the relief of id. p. 347. 
Shubael Swain, which was then read the first time, and received 
the second and third reading on the 3d and 4th of January, when 
it was passed and sent to the Senate, where, on the 4th and 5th, s. Journal, 
it was read the first and second time, and referred to Messrs. Mor- P'229,230, 
ris, Langdon, and Hawkins. Mr. Morris made a report on the 
6th, and the bill was then rejected. 

On the 2l8t of January, 1791, the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
ordered the appointment of a committee, to prepare and bring in a P* 
bill, or bills, making provision for the compensations to inspectors 
and officers of inspection, to be appointed to collect the duties im- 
posed on distilled spirits, and to secure the collection thereof; and 
Messrs. Sedgwick, Madison, and Lawrance were appointed of this id. p. 363. 
committee. Mr. Sedgwick, from this committee, reported, on the id. p. 364. 
26th, a bill providing compensation for inspectors and other officers 
of inspection, w'hicb was then read the first time, and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. This bill w'as not subsequently acted on. 


A coMpifYEE was appointed, in the House of Rej)resentatives, 1792. 
on the 16th of April, 1792, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Ster- H.joum^, 
rett, Parker, Grove, and Barnwell, to prepare and bring in a bill, p- 679. 
or bills, relative to the compensations to the officers of the customs ; 
and, on the 19th, Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, presented id. p. 581. 
a bill relative to the compensations to certain officers employed in 
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2 d congresB. the collectioii of the duties of impost and tonnage, which was read 
ist sewio r^ second time, and committed to a committee oT the 

[H.B.183.] whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the H. Journal, 
whole on the 30th, when several amendments were reported, P-592,593, 
which were, on the 1st of May, agreed to, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, on the day fol- id. p. 595 . 
Bill passed, lowing, the bill was read the third time and passed. 

In Senate, this bill was read the first and second time, on s. Journal, 
the 3d, and was referred to Messrs. Morris, Sherman, and Mon- P- 
roe. Mr. Morris, on the 4th, reported various amendments, some id. p. 438. 
of which were adopted ; and the bill, having been amended ac- 
cordingly, was read the third time and passed on the same day. 

These amendments were concurred in by the House of Repre- n. Journal, 
aentatives. 

CoKTiNEjr- On the 24th of February, 1791, a petition was presented to the 1701 . 
Recmvehs Representatives, from George Webb, a receiver of con- h. Journal, 

Petition of tinental taxes in Virginia, praying for further compensation for p. 389.471. 
(i. Webb, his services, and to be reimbursed for the loss of a sum of public 
money, whilst receiver of taxes. This petition was referred to 
the secretary of the treasury, from whom a report was received 
on the 12th of December; and, on the 23d, the following motion 
was submitted to the house: — 

“ That the report of the secretary of the treasury, upon the id. p. 480. 
petition of George Webb, be referred to a select committee, and 
[n.B.158.] that the committee be instructed to prepare and bring in a bill. 

Bill report- allowing such of the receivers of continental taxes in the several 
states, as continued in service after the end of the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and cighty-two, a commission, as a compen- 
sation for their services and expenses, not exceeding the rate of 
per centum, upon the amount of moneys by them respec- 
tively received for continental services subsequently to the time 
aforesaid.” 

Commit- This motion and report were referred to Messrs. Livermore, id. p. 487 . 
Giles, Clarke, Fitzsimons, and Bourne, of Rhode Island. Mr. Li- 
vermore, on the 4th of January, presented, from this committee, 
a bill granting furthei' compensation to certain receivers of con- 
Not acted tinental taxes ; which was then read the first time, and, on the 
next day, received the second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. 

2d Session. At the Commencement of the second session, on the 28th of No- 1792-93. 

vember, 1792, a committee was appointed in the House of Re- h. journal, 

p. 629. 
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adSHIKJf®* consisting of Messrs. Giles, S. Bourne, and Silvester, 

to prepare a bill granting further compensation to certain re- 
ceivers of continental taxes. Mr. Giles, on the same day, pre- 
[H.B.300.] sented a bill, which was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house ; and, on the 25th of 
January following, the bill was considered in committee of the 
whole, and reported without amendment. The question was then h. Journal, 
taken on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, when P* 
Rejected, it was determined in the negative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Benson, B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, 

Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Mil- 
ledge, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, Silvester, Sterrett, 

Sumpter, Venable, White. — 22. 

Koes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Clarke, 

Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Ja- 
cobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Leonard, Macon, Moore, Jere. Smith, L 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Tredwell, Ward. — 24. 

So the bill was rejected. 


THE POST OFFICE. 

important source of national revenue, the Post Office De- 1789. 
partment received a fit share of the deliberations of the first h. Journal, 
Congress. Very soon after the commencement of the first session, p- 62. 
on the 17th of July, 1789, the speaker laid before the House of 
Letter Representatives a letter from Ebenezer Hazard, postmaster ge- 
mSer^g^e- United States, submitting the propriety of some im- 

neral, call- mediate provision, by law, for the arrangement of that depart- 
tiOT to^that *» which was referred to Messrs. Boudinot, Goodhue, and Lee, id. p. 81, 
depart- for them to consider the subject, and report their opinion, Mr. 

Boudinot, on the 18th of August, made a report from that com- 
mittee. On the 27th, the house proceeded to consider this re- id. p. 92. 
port, when it was recommitted to the same committee. The re- 
port of this committee was again the subject of consideration on 
the 9th of September, when the house agreed to the following 
resolution : — 

Resolution “ Resolved — That, until further provision be made by law, the id. p. 106. 

of House, general post office of the United States shall be conducted ac- 
cording to the rules and regulations prescribed by the ordinances 
and resolutions of the late Congress, and that contracts be made 
for the conveyance of the mail, in conformity thereto.” 
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On the 10 th of September, the Senate referred this resolution s. Journal, 
to Messrs. Butler, Morris, and Ellsworth, with an instruction to P* 
report a bill on the subject; and, on the lllh, this committee re- id. p. 79 . 
ported a resolution not to concur in the resolve of the House, 
which report was agreed to by the Senate. 

The same committee reported a bill for the temporary csta- id. p. 79 , 
blishment of the post office, which was then read a first lime, 
and, on the 14th and 15lh, received the second and third read- 
ing, and was passed. On the 16th and 17th, this bill passed h. J ournal, 
through its various readings, without opposition, in the House of 
Representatives. 

At the commencement of the second session, on the 22d of 1790. 
January, 1790, the speaker laid before the House of Represen- h. Journal, 
tatives, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, accompany- P- 
ing a report made to him by the post master general, respecting 
the post office, and suggesting a plan for its future establishment; 
which was referred to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Gerry, Sinnickson, 

Parker, and Stone, with instructions to report to the house their 
opinion on the subject. Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, 
presented, on the 23d of February, a bill for regulating the post id. p. 162. 
office of the United States, which was read the first time on that 
day ; and, on the 24th, received the second reading, and was 
committed. The bill was considered in committee of the whole id. p. 193, 
on the 13th of April, and also on the 14tb, and on the 15th, the 
house adopted the following order: — 

“ Ordered — That the post-master general be directed to return 
to this house the route by which the mail is carried within the 
United States, distinguishing those which arc called cross posts; 
also, distinguishing those cross posts which have been productive 
to the revenue, (if any such,) and those which have been ex- 
pensive beyond the revenue derived from them ; also, all the 
places at which post offices are now kept, or ought to be kept, 
and an estimate of the emoluments to each of the post office 
keepers.” 

Without further action of the committee, the house, on the id. p,205. 
27th, adopted an order discharging the committee of the whole 
from the further consideration of the bill, and referring the bill, 
together with the report of the post-master general, on the se- 
veral matters submitted to him by the order of the house of the 
15th instant, to Messrs. Livermore, Ames, Huntington, Silvester, 

VoL. I. — 50 
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Wynkoop, Smith, of Maryland, Moore, Steele, Tucker, Bald- 
" win,' and Vining. On the 7th of June, Mr. Livermore, from this H. Journal, 
committee, reported an amendatory bill to establish the post of- P’ 
fice and post roads within the United States, which was read the 
first and second time, and committed. This bill occupied the 
committee of the whole on the 14tb, 15th, and 16th of June, 
when several amendments were reported ; which were partly 
Bill passed. Considered, and were fully agreed to by the house on the follow- 

ing day. And on the 21st, the bill, as amended, passed the 045 ! 
house. In the Senate, this bill was read a first time, on the 22d s. Journal, 
of June, and, on its second reading, on the 23d, was postponed; p 
and, on the 24th, the bill was committed to Messrs. Johnston, 

Langdon, Carroll, Strong, and Maclay. Mr. Johnston, on the 
30th, reported several amendments. On the 2d and 3d of July, id. p. 172. 
Amended the report of the committee was considered, and the bill was 
in Senate, amended in accordance with it. The question on the third 
reading, came up for consideration on the 5th, when a motion 
was made to restore the first and second paragraphs wdiich had 
been expunged ; but the motion was negatived ; and, on the fol- 
lowing day, the bill was passed. The House of Representatives H. Journal, 
made some progress in considering the amendments of the Se- 
natc, on the 8th, and resumed the subject on the 10th, when id. p. 267. 
some of those amendments were excepted, and others disagreed 
Disagree- to; to wit: The first amendment in the 11th section was disa- 
ing votes, greed to; and, also, the several amendments in the 13th, 23d, 

24th, and 31st sections; and all the other amendments proposed 
by the Senate were agreed to. The Senate, on the 12th, re- S. Journal, 
solved to insist on these amendments, which were disagreed to by p 
the House, and desired a conference with such managers as the 
House of Representatives might appoint, on the subject of the 
disagreeing votes, and Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Strong, were 
Confer- appointed to conduct the conference on the part of the Senate, 
ence. Qn the following day, the House agreed to the proposed confe- H. Journal, 
rence, and appointed Messrs. Gerry, Steele, Hartley, Vining, and P* 

Burke, to be the managers on the part of the house. Mr. Ger- 
ry made a report from the managers to the house on the 22d, Id. p. 276. 
when it was moved, that the house adhere to their disagreement 
to the first amendment ; and the question being put on this mo- 
tion, it was decided in the affirmative as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Cly- 
mer, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Gerry, Griffin, Hart- 
ley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Livermore, Madison, jr., Ma- 
thews, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Sher- 
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latcongresi. man, Silvestcr, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Tucker, Vining, 

52d Session. . . o ». O' 

White. — 35. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinet, Cadvvalader, Foster, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Lawrance, Leonard, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. 

— 20 . 

The house then determined to recede from their disagreement 
to the second amendment, and to insist on their disagreement 
to the amendments to the twenty-fourth and thirty-first sections, 
with the following exceptions; to wit: — 

Proposi- “ Sect, 24, line 2. After the word ‘ persons,’ insert, in a pa- 
ren thesis, ‘ (others than printers of newspapers.)’ 

Sect, 31. Strike out the words ^ agreeably to his report on the 
petition of Christopher Colles.’ ” 

The House also determined to recede from their disagreement H. Journal, 
to, and to agree with the Senate in their first amendment to the P*2<'6,2r7. 
eleventh section; also, to the amendment for striking out the thir- 
teenth section, and to the amendment for striking out the twen- 
ty-third section, with the following amendment; to wit; — 

Insert, in lieu of the words proposed to be inserted by the Se- S. Journal, 
nate, the words following: — ‘ That it shall be the duty of the post- P* 
master general to permit any printer of newspapers within the 
United States, to send and receive newspapers by the post, sub- 
ject to a postage of one quarter of a cent for each newspaper.’ ” 

In the Senate, Mr. Ellsworth, from the managers of the con- 
ference, made a report on the 24th of July; and the Senate then 
proceeded to consider the resolve of the House of Representa- 
tives in reference to the Senate’s amendments. It was then re- 
Senate ad- Solved, that the Senate adhere to their amendment, section first 
here. Second, line first to twenty-seventh, and recede from their 

amendments in the twenty-fourth and thirty-first sections, with 
the exceptions proposed by the House of Representatives; and 
that they agree to the amendment proposed by the House of Re- 
presentatives in the twenty-third section, with an amendment. 

Bill lost. Both houses having adhered, the bill was lost. 

Committee On the 28th of July, the House of Representatives appointed h. Journal, 
to prepare ^ committee, consisting of Messrs. Sedgwick, Smith, of South P- 
^ ’ Carolina, and Huntington, to prepare and bring in a bill or bills 
to continue in force for a limited time, an act, entitled An act for 
the temporary establishment of the post office. ” On the same day. 
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Mr. Sedgwick reported a bill, in pursuance of this resolution of h. Journal, 
the House, and it was then read the first and second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed; and it was read the third time, and 
passed, on the following day. This bill was acted on in the Se- s. Journal, 
nate with equal promptitude, being read the first and second P* 
time on the 29th, and on the 30th being read the third time and 
passed. 

At the commencement of the third session of the first con- h. Journal, 
gress, on the 8th of December, 1790, the House of Representa- 
tives again appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs, Sher- 
man, Clyiner, and Williamson, to prepare and bring in a bill or 
bills for establishing the post office and post roads of the United 
States. On the 7th of January, 1791, Mr. Sherman, from this 1791. 
committee, presented a bill, according to the instruction, which h. Journal, 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 35^^390^^’ 
tee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit- 392, 
tee of the whole, on the 31st, and on the 24th of February; and 
on the 25th it was ordered by the house, that the committee 
of the whole be discharged from further proceeding on the bill. 

A new committee was appointed on the 28th, consisting of id. p. 394. 
Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Sherman, and Scott, to prepare id. p. 396. 
and bring in a bill to continue in force for a limited time, an act id. p. 398. 
entitled *• An act for the temporary establishment of the post of- 
fice/’ On the same day, Mr. Smith presented a bill with this 
title, which was read the first time; and received its second read- 
ing, and was committed to a committee of the whole house on 
the 1st of March. The house immediately went into committee 
of the whole on the bill, and reported several amendments, 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was then read 
the third time and passed. The bill, as it was passed by the 
house, is as follows: — 

“ Sect. 1. Beit enacted^ by the Senate and House of Representatives S. Journal, 
of the United States of America^ in Congress assembled — That the act 
passed the first session of Congress, entitled ‘ An act for the tem- 
porary establishment of the post office, be, and the same is here- 
by continued in full force, until the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 

“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacted — That no law of any state 
shall operate to impede or obstruct the stage carriages which 
shall be employed by virtue of this act, in conveying tHe mail of 
the United States, or to prevent passengers being carried in 
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ijt£ongress. such Carriages, or to subject the owners or drivers of such car- 
riages to any penalty or tax on account of such employment. 

Amended Sect, 3. Afid be it further enacted — That all letters to and from s. journal, 

by Senate, treasurer, comptroller, and auditor of the treasury, and the p-298. 

assistant of the secretary of the treasury, on public service, shall p 302 . 
be received and conveyed by the post free of postage.” 

This bill was read the first and second time in the Senate, on id. p. 307. 
the 2d of March ; and the second section of the bill having been 
expunged, it was, on the same day, read the third time and passed, 
with the following amendments: — 

“ Strike out the second section, and add at the end of the bill — 

“ ‘ t^nd be it further enacted — That the post-master general shall 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to extend the carrying of the 
mail from Albany, in the state of New York, to Bennington, in 
the state of Vermont.” 

House con- House of Representatives, on the 3d, agreed to these se- h. journal, 

cur. yeral amendments of the Senate. 1^* 


2<i Congress. The subject was again taken up by the second Congress, at 
iBt Scss^ n^ their first session. On the 28th of October, the House of Rcpre- 
Committee sentatives appointed Messrs. Livermore, Clarke, Steele, Bourne, of id. p. 443. 
to ^prepare f^^ode Island, and Thatcher, a committee to prepare and bring 
Bill to es- ^ establishing the post office and post roads of u. p. 455 . 

tablishpost the United States; and, on the 29th of November, Mr. Livermore, 
pSt roads!^ from this committee, presented a bill “ to establish the post office 
and post roads within the United States;” which was read the 
first and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. This committee had the bill under consideration on the id. p. 4G9, 
6th, 7th, 8tb, 9th, 15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 23cl, and 26th of De- 
cember, and, on the 26th, the committee reported several amend- 
ments to the bill. On the 27th and 28th, the house considered la. p. 481, 
these amendments, some of which were agreed to as reported, 
some amended^and agreed to, and others disagreed to. The sub- 
ject was resumed on the 29th, when the bill was further amend- 
ed, and the 17th and 18th sections were recommitted to Messrs. la. p. 483. 
Smith, of New Hampshire, Lawrance, Baldwin, and Bourne, of 
Massachusetts. 

Amend- January, 1792, Mr. Smith, the chairman of this 1702. 

ments pre- committee, reported amendments, in lieu of the 17th and 18th H.Jouma], 
pared, ^ P- 4B6. 
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which were agreed to by the house ; and, on the 5th, the 
subject being again before the house, it was moved to amend the 
bill, by inserting, after the section, the following clause : — 

And he it further enacted — ^That it shall be lawful for the car- 
riages, by which the mail shall be conveyed, to receive passen- 
gers to or from any place or places, and through any state or 
states, upon all roads declared to be post roads, by the laws of 
the United Stales.”^' 

It was then moved to amend this amendment, by adding to it 
the following proviso : Provided — That wherever any exclusive 
privilege of conveying passengers for hire in stage carriages, on 
any of the roads established by this law, hath been heretofore 
granted by any of the states, for a term of years, such exclusive 
privilege shall continue and be of full force and effect, agreeably 
to the conditions thereof, until such term shall expire.’^ 

The question being taken, on adding this proviso, it was de- 
cided in the negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Griffin, Huger, Lawrance, 
Madison, Murray, Seney, W. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 
Thatcher, Vining. — 14. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, 
Gordon, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 
Learned, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sil- 
vester, Tredwell, Venable, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — 43. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the amendment as 
Negatived, first proposed, and determined also in the negative, as follows:—— 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry; Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, Huger, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Livermore, Macon, Muhlenberg, W. Smith, 


* This amendment was introduced in consequence of a petition having been 
presented from the contractors for carrying the mail between Philadelphia and 
New York, praying tlie interposition of Congress, to relieve them from a tax im- 
posed on the mail stages by the state of New Jersey; and, also, in compelling a 
preference to the mail stages in the passage of ferries, and along tlie public roads; 
which petition was referred to the secretary of the treasury, [ Vide House Journal, 
page 154, 155.] It further appears that a letter from tlie post-master general, re- 
specting a tax imposed on the proprietors of the lines of stages by a late law of 
New Jersey, was communicated to the House of Representatives by the speaker, 
at the second session of the second Congress, [ FEde Houst Journal, page 699.] 
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Steele, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. 

—25. 

JVbcs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinot, Brown, 

Clarke, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, 

Madison, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Se- 
ney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, 

Venable, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 35. 

The bill was then further amended; and, on the 9th, it was H..loumal, 
taken up for consideration on the question of its third reading, P 
when some discussion took place. The blanks having been filled pi. p. 490 . 
up, it w^as read the third time, and passed on the following day. 

The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 10 th of s. journal, 
January; and, on the 16th, after its second reading, it was re- p-364.370. 
ferred to Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Ellsworth, Few, Fos- 
ter, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Morris, Rutherford, 
and Strong. Mr. Bassett, on the 25th, reported sundry amend- pi, p. 377 . 
ments to the bill, and these amendments were taken up for con- 
sideration on the 27th. The following motion was then made: — Id. p. 381. 

That it shall.be lawful for the post-master general, and his 
deputies, to receive donations from any person or persons in aid 
of the revenue arising from any post road; and if it shall appear, 
at the expiration of one 3 ’'ear from the establishing of any post 
road, except the main road from Wiscasset to Savannah, that the 
revenue, arising from such post road, including donations, after 
deducting the compensations of the deputy post-masters, and the 
incidental charges of the post offices, shall not amount to two- 
thirds of the expense of carrying the mail on the same, that then 
it shall be lawful for the post-master general to desist from send- 
ing a mail on such road.’^ 

On the question being put, this motion was decided in the ne- 
gative. The amendments of the committee were then adopted 
by the Senate; and, on the 30th, the bill was passed with the 
following amendments: — 

Sect, 1, lines 2, 3. Dele the words ^passing of this act,’ 
and insert these words, « first day of June next.^ 

<< In the same section, line 5. Dele the word ‘ Exeter.’ 

In the same section, line 7. Between the words ‘ Elizabeth^ 
town ’ and < Brunswick,’ insert the word ‘ Woodbridge.’ 

«In the same section, line 13. Dele the word Ho,’ after the 
word ‘Augusta,’ and insert ‘ by;’ and after the word ‘ Washing- 
ton,’ in the same line, insert the words, ‘ in Wilkes county to 
Greenborough, and from thence.’ 
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In the same section, line 14. After ^ Ogechee/ insert these 
words, ^ and Georgetown to Augusta.^ 

^ In the same section, line 16. Between the words ^ from ^ and 
^Exeter,’ insert the words < Portsmouth by;^ and in the same 
line, after ‘ Exeter,’ dele the word ‘ to,’ and insert < and;’ and, 
after the word ‘ Concord,’ insert the words ^ to Hanover.’ 

Line 18. Between the words Providence ’ and ‘ Newport,’ 
insert ^ East Greenwich.’ 

In the same section, line 20. Dele the words ^ Taunton to 
Plymouth, and thence to Boston,’ and insert these words, ^ Bos- 
ton, by Plymouth, to Barnstable.’ 

In the same section, line 22. Dele the words, ‘ through 
Northtield,’ and insert the words, < by Northampton, Brattlebo- 
rough.’ 

“ In the same section, line 22. Dele the word < to,’ and insert 

* by;’ and in the 23d line, after the word ‘ Vermont,’ insert the 
words ^ to Hanover,’ and dele all the words that follow the 
word < Vermont,’ to the word ^and,’ in line 24. 

In the same section, line 28. After the word < Pittsburg,’ 
insert these words, < and from Philadelphia to Bethlehem; from 
Bethlehem, by Reading and Harrisburg, to Carlisle; and from 
Bethlehem, by Easton, Sussex Court House, Goshen, Ward’s 
Bridge, and Kingston, to Rhinebeck; from Philadelphia, by Sa- 
lem, to Bridgetown.’ 

^^In the same section, line 29. After the word ‘Vienna,’ in- 
sert these words, ‘ and from Vienna, by Salisbury, to Snow 
Hill;’ and, in the same line, after the word ‘ by,’ insert ‘New- 
castle, Cantwell’s Bridge, and.’ 

“ In the same section, line 30. Between the words ‘ by ’ and s. Journal, 

* Dagsborough,’ insert ‘ Milford;’ and after the word‘Dagsbo- 
rough,’ dele the word ‘ to,’ and insert ‘ Snow Hill, and.’ 

“In the same section, Ime 31. After the words, ‘Court 
House,’ insert these words, ‘to Norfolk.’ After the words 
‘ Allen’s Fresh,’ Ime 32, insert ‘ Newport.’ 

“In the same section, 34. After the word ‘Urbanna,’ 
insert these words, ‘ and from thence, crossing Rappahannock, 
and proceeding by Northumberland Court House, to Kinsale, 
on the river Yeocomico, thence, by Westmoreland Court House, 
through Leedstown, to Fredericksburg.’ 

Line 38. After the word ‘by,’ insert ‘Warrington;’ after 
‘ Hillsborough,’ insert ‘ Salem.’ 

“ In the same section, line 38. After the word ‘ Salisbury,’ 
insert these words: ‘From Halifax, by Bluntsville, Williamston, 
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^tt^ngress. Dailey^s, Plymouth, by Mackay’s Ferry, to Edenton; and from 

^ Edenton, by Hertford, Nixonton, Sawyer’s Ferry, in Camden 

county, to Indian town, in Kurrituck county.’ 

Senate. ** In the same section, Ime 38, dele the word ^ to,’ between the 
words *New York’ and ‘Albany,’ and insert ‘by;’ and, line 39, 
after the word ‘ Albany,’ insert these words, ‘ Bennington, Man- 
chester, and Rutland, to Burlington, on Lake Champlain, and 
from Albany, by Schenectady, to Canajoharrie,’ 

“In the same section, line 41, before the word ‘Elizabeth 
town,’ insert the words, ‘ Newark, or.’ 

“ In the same section, line 42, after the words ‘ court house," 
insert these words, ‘ from Woodbridge to Amboy and, in the 
same line, between the words ‘ by Leesburg,* insert ‘ Salisbury.’ 

“ In the same section, Ime 44, after the word ‘ by,’ insert the 
word ‘Columbia.’ 

“ In section 2, line 2, dele the word ‘ five,’ and insert ‘ eight’ 

“ In section 4, line 3, dele the words ‘ shall return,’ and insert 
the word ‘ render.’ 


“ In the same section, line 10, to the word ‘office,’ add the 
letter ‘ s,’ and the following words, ‘ and the contractors for car- 
rying the mail, and their agents or servants to whom the mail 
shall be intrusted, before they commence the execution of said 
trust, shall respectively.’ 

“In the same section, line 12, dele all that follows the words 
‘ post-master general,’ to the letter ‘ I,’ in line 25. 

“In the same section, line 2^^ dele the words ‘execute and,’ 
and, also, all that follows the word ‘ by,’ in line 27, to the word 
•office,’ in line 28, and insert these words, ‘ law in relation to the 
establishment of post offices.’ 

“In section 5, line 1, dele all the words following the word 
‘ that,’ to the word ‘ if ’ in line 3. 

“In section 6, line 3, after the word ‘states,’ insert these 
words, ‘ and in one or more of the newspapers published in the 
state or states, where the contract is to be performed,’ and dele 
the word ‘ twelve,’ in the same line, and insert ‘ six.’ 

“ In section 7, line 5, dele all that follows the word ‘ therein," 
to the end of the section. 

“Sect. 8. After the word ‘that,’ in the first line, insert ‘from 
and after the passing of this act’ 

“ In the same section, lines 3 and 4, dele the words ‘ at the trea- 
sury of the United States,’ and insert these words, ‘ out of the 
revenues of the post office.’ 

VoL. I.— 51 
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2 d Congress. << Jn sectioR 9, line 1, dele the word ‘ March,’ and insert 
' ‘ June.’ 

ments of “In the same section, between lines 17 and 18, insert these 

Senate. words, ‘ over three hundred and fifty miles, and not exceeding 
four hundred and fifty, twenty-two cents.’ 

“ In the same section, Ime 18, after the word ‘ hundred,’ in- 
sert these words, ‘ and fifty.’ 

“ In section 10, line 1, after the wwd ‘ letters,’ insert these 
words, ^ and packets ;’ and in line 2, after the word ‘ states,’ in- 
sert these words, ‘ or from one part to another therein.’ 

“ In the same section, line 3, dde all that follows the word 
‘ states,’ to the word ‘ shall,’ in Ime 4. 

“ In the same section, line 5, dele all that follows the word 
* letter,’ to the word ‘ eight, ^ in line 7. 

“ In the same section, line 9, after the word ‘ letter,’ insert 
these words, ^ or packet.’ 

In the Slime section, line 10, the same amendment. 

“ In the same section, line 11, dele the word ‘ other,’ and insert 
the word ‘ private.’ 

“ In the same section, Ime 12, after the word ^ to,’ insert these 
words, ‘ be delivered at.’ 

“ In section 11, Ime 2, after the word ‘general,’ insert these s. Journal, 
words, ‘ to receive the postages of letters,’ and, after the word P* 

< shall,’ in the same line, insert the word ‘fraudulently.’ 

“In section 12, lifie 6, dele all the words following the word 
‘ consignee,’ to the word ‘ but,’ in line 7. 

“ In the same section, line 8, after the word ‘ than,’ insert the 
word ‘ that and, in the same line, dele all that follows the word 
‘ enter,’ to the word ‘ the,’ in line 10. 

“ In the same section, line 14, after the word ‘letters,’ insert 
the word ‘ except.’ 

“In section 13, Zinc 3, after the word ‘same,’ insert these 
words, ‘ except the commanders of foreign packets.’ 

“ In section 14, line 2, after the word ‘ deputies,’ insert these 
words, ‘ or persons by them employed.’ 

“ In the same section, line 3, after the word ‘packets,’ insert 
these words, ‘ other than newspapers.’ 

“ In the same section, lines 3 and 4, dele the words ‘on any es- 
tablished post road ;’ and, in line 5, after the word ‘ post,’ insert 
these words, ‘ wagon or other carriage by, or in which any let- 
ter or packet shall be carried for hire, on any established post 
road.’ 

“ In the same section, line 7, dele all that follows the word ‘ dol- 
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j&t session. 

That it shall and may be lawful for every person to send letters 

ments of packets by special messenger. 

Senate. Dele the whole of the 15th section. [The 15th section is as 

follows: — Provided, nevertheless, and be it further enacted — That it 
shall be lawful for the masters of ships and vessels, conductors of 
pack-horses, and for carriers of goods by carts or wagons, to be 
carriers and deliverers of all such letters or packets, as imme- 
diately concern any merchandise or lading in such ship or vessel, 
or such goods or merchandise as are under the immediate care 
or inspection of such masters, conductors, or carriers : Provided, 
such master, conductor, or carrier, shall deliver every such let- 
ter to the person or persons to whom it is addressed, without hire 
or reward: Provided, also — That it shall and may be lawful for 
every person to send letters or packets by any private friend, or 
by special messenger.] 

In section 16, dele all that follows the word ^ the ’ in the third 
line, to the word ‘ in,’ in line 4, and insert the words, ^ number 
and rates.’ 

In section 17, lines 3 and 6, dele the word ‘ newspapers.^ 

“ In the same section, line 23, dele all the words following the 
words ‘ post ofiice,’ to the word ‘ every ’ in line 26 ; and, in line 
26, dele the word ‘ one,’ and insert ‘ five.’ 

In section 18, lines 3 and 4, between the words ‘ letter* and 
‘ packet,’ insert the word ‘ or,’ and dele the words ‘ bag or mail 
of letters.’ 

“ In the same section, line 5, dele the words, ‘ or from or out of 
any bag or mail of letters.’ 

“ In the same section, line G, dele all the words following the 
words ‘ post office,’ to the word ‘ any,’ in line 7. 

In section 20, line 10, after the word ‘war’ insert these 
words, ‘ the commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
United States and individual states.’ 

“ In the same section, line 11, dele all that follows the word ‘ as- 
sistant,’ to the word ‘provided,’ in line 13; and, in line 13, dele 
the words ‘ having the privilege of franking letters.’ 

“ In the same section, line 17, dele the words ‘ in all cases such 
person,’ and insert the words ‘ each person before named.’ 

“ In section 23, line 9, after the word ‘ packets,’ insert these 
words, ‘ and if any of the persons employed in any departments 
of the post office, shall unlawfully detain, delay, embezzle, or 
destroy, any newspaper with which he shall be intrusted, such 
offenders, for every such offence, shall forfeit a sum not cxceed- 
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uSfmn* dollars. Provided — That the postmaster, in any con- 

tract he may enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may au- 
ments of thorize the person with whom such contract is made, to carry 
Senate, newspapers other than those conveyed in the mail.’ 

“In section 24, line 5, after the word ‘exceed,’ insert these 
words, ‘ forty joer cent., to any deputy whose compensation there- 
by shall not exceed fifty dollars, nor thirty per cent, to any depu- 
ty whose compensation thereby shall not exceed one hundred 
dollars, nor; ’ and, in the same line, between the words ‘ any ’ and 
‘deputy,’ insert the word ‘other,’ and dele the words ‘ other 
than,’ and insert the word ‘ except.’ 

“ In the same section, line 11, dele the word * fifteen,’ and insert 
the word * eighteen,’ and, at the end of the section, insert these 
words, ‘ for all services by him rendered.’ 

“ Dele the 25th section. [The 25th section is as follows : — And 
he it further enacted — That it shall be the duty of the post-mas- 
ters of the respective cities of JVew York, Philadelphia, Anna- 
polis, and Charleston, and of the towns of Portsmouth, in New 
Hampshire, Boston, Salem, Providence, Newport, and Baltimore, 
to cause all letters directed to persons in any of the said cities or 
towns, or the liberties thereof, to be delivered at the houses or 
dwelling of such persons, and that one cent, in addition to the 
postage, be charged on every letter or packet so delivered.] 

“ In section 26, line 3, after the word ‘ render,’ insert the word 
‘ his,’ and to the word ‘ account ’ add the letter ‘ s.’ 

“ In the same section, line 4, dele the word ‘ six,’ and insert 

• three.’ 

“In the same section, line 7, dele the words ‘ half year,’ and in- 
sert these words : ‘ three months.’ 

“In section 27, line 1, between the words ‘all penalties,’ in- 
sert the w'ord ‘ pecuniary,’ and dele the word ‘ recovered,’ and in- 
sert the word ‘ incurred.’ 

“ In section 28, line 2, dele all the words following the word 

• provision,’ to the word ‘ where,’ in line 3, 

“ In section 30, line 2, after the words ‘ post office,’ insert these 
words: ‘ which shall have accrued.’ 

In the same section, line 2, dele the words ‘ passing of this 
act, and,^ and insert these words, ‘ first day of June next.’ 

“ And be it further enacted — That the act passed the last session of s. Jounud, 
Congress, entitled ‘ An act to continue in force, for a limited time, P* 384. 
an act, entitled ‘ An act for the temporary establishment of the 
post office,* ’ be, and the same is, hereby, continued in full force, 
until the first day of June next, and no longer.” 
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2d Congress. « At the end of the bill insert the following clause : ‘ And be it 

Jsl S«* 88 ion. 1 II 1 . r /• 1 

further enacted — That this act shall be in force for the term of 

mentT^^of years from the first day of June next, and no longer.* 

Senate. « And that the sections be numbered conformably.” 

On the 2d of February, the House of Representatives consi- s. Journal, 
dered the amendments of the Seriate, agreeing to some of them, P* 
and disagreeing to others, by the adoption of the following reso- 
lution : — 

“ Resolved — That the House of Representatives doth disagree 
to the sixth amendment proposed by the Senate, in section 1st, 
and doth agree to all the other amendments to the said bill, with Id. p. 387. 
amendments to the 15th amendment, in the said 1st section, as 
follow : — In the words proposed to be inserted by the Senate, be- 
tween ‘ Dailey’s’ and ‘ Plymouth,* insert ‘ to,’ and strike out the 
words, ‘ by Mackay’s Ferry to Edenton.’ In the body of the bill, 

line , after the word ‘ and,’ in the third place, insert the 

words, ‘ by Plymouth, to.* ” 

Amend- The Senate, on the 3d, receded from their sixth amendment, 

ments a- concurred with the House of Representatives in their amend- 
greed to. *• 

ments to the amendments of the Senate. 

ad Sfiggion. The President’s message to Congress, in November, 1792, 
brought the subject of the post office again under the notice of 
that body, in the following paragraph : — 

Extract “ It is represented that some provisions in the law which esta- presldent’i 
from Mes- blishcs the post office, operate, in experiment, against the trans- 
p^sident, mission of new'spapers to distant parts of the country. Should 2d Session. 

this, upon due inquiry, be found to be the fact, a full conviction 11. Journal, 
of the importance of facilitating the circulation of political intelli- 
gence and information, will, 1 doubt not, lead to the application p. 454. 
of a remedy 

And the address of the House of Representatives, in reply to 
the message, contains the following pledge : — 

Reply of “The operation of the law establishing the post office, as it re- h. Journal 
House. lates to the transmission of newspapers, will merit our particular 
inquiry and attention— the circulation of political intelligence, 
through these vehicles, being justly reckoned among the surest 
means of preventing the degeneracy of a free government, as well 
as of recommending every salutary public measure to the confi- 
deoce and co-operation of all virtuous citizens.” 
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In redemption of the pledge contained in this paragraph, the 
House of Representatives, on the 14th November, 1792, appointed 
Messrs. Murray, Baldwin, Gilman, Ames, and Barnwell, a com- 
mittee to take into consideration that part of the President’s 
speech which relates to the transmission of newspapers, and to 
report whether any, and what, alterations may he necessary in 
the act passed last session, for the regulation of the post office; 
and, on the IGth, Mr. Venable and Mr. Steele were added to this 
committee. Mr. Steele was afterwards excused from serving on 
the committee, and Mr. Grove was appointed in his room by an 
order of the house, of the 16th of January, 1793. On the 1 8th of 
February, Mr. Murray, from this committee, made a report, 
which was committed to a committee of the whole house. But 
there was no subsequent action on the subject by the second 
G)ngress. 


On the 2d of March, 1792, the first session of the second Con- 
gress, a committee was appointed in the House of Representa- 
tives, consisting of Messrs. Gerry, Murray, and Findley, to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill or bills, for reducing the rates of postage 
on newspapers. And, on the 6th, Mr. Gerry, from this commit- 
tee, presented a bill, which was then read the first time, and on 
the 7th received the second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole on the 2Gth of April, and was reported with 
an amendment, which was agreed to by the House, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed j and on the next day it was read 
the third time and passed. 

In the Senate the bill was read the first time on the 28th, and 
the question being then put on the second reading, it was de- 
cided in the negative. So the bill was rejected. 


At the second session of the first Congress, on the 6th of May, 
1790, a memorial of Nathaniel Twining was presented to the 
House of Representatives, praying relief for certain losses and 
injuries sustained by him, in consequence of a contract entered 
into with the late post-master general for the conveyance of the 
mail, which was referred, on the 7th, to Messrs. Burke, Lee, 
and Vining, for examination. Mr. Burke made a report from 
this committee on the 20th of May, which was taken up for con- 
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siOeration, on the 28lh, when the following resolution was 
adopted : — 

Resolved — That the penalty incurred by Nathaniel Twi- 
ning in consequence of the failure of his contract, as executed 
with the late post-master general, for transporting the mail by 
means of carriages, from Georgetown to Charleston, and from 
thence to Savannah, from the month of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven, until the first of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, be remitted; and that he 
be allowed, out of the treasury of the United States, the sum of five 
hundred and sixty-seven dollars and forty-one cents, and also the 
additional sum of eight dollars, for having transported the mail 
from the head of Elk to Philadelphia, after the first day of Ja- 
nuary, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, as appears 
by sufficient vouchers.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Burke, Lee, and Vining, 
prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution. Mr. n. journal, 
Burke, on the 3d of June, presented, from this committee, a bill P-233,234, 
for the relief of Nathaniel Twining, in certain cases, which was 
then read the first time, and on the following day was read the 
second time and referred to Messrs. Burke, Lee, and Vining. 

Mr. Burke made a report on the 8th, which was considered on id. p. 235. 
the 14th, when the bill was amended, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for the third reading, and on the I5th the bill was read Id. p. 24J, 
the third time and passed, and was sent to the Senate. 

In the Senate this bill was read the first and second time, on s. .loumal, 
the 15th and 16lh, and was committed to Messrs. Langdon, p 
Wingate, and Maclay. Mr. Langdon reported, from this com- id. p. 165. 
mittee, on the 23d, and, on the 24th, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the report as follows: — 

‘‘That they have heard Mr. Twining on the subject, and ex- 
amined the documents relative to his contract for transporting 
the mail between Charleston and Savannah, for the year 1787, 
and taken into consideration his repeated failures in the course of 
that year, the forfeitures remitted, and the allowance already made 
him; it is, therefore, the opinion of the committee, that the forfei- 
tures incurred by the said Twining, in neglecting to transport the 
mail agreeably to contract, from the month of September, 1787, 
to that of January, 1788, should not be remitted, and that the 
said bill be disagreed to by the Senate.” 

The question being then put on agreeing to the report of the Id. p. 166. 
committee, it was determined in the negative, and the bill was 
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istcongress. ordered to the third reading; and on the 27th the bill was 

2d Session. 

BUI passed. 

Several petitions connected with the post office department 
were presented, at various times, and disposed of either by refe- 
rence to the proper executive officer, or laid on the table. The 
object of some of these was provided for by the bills which have 
been described, and on the residue of the petitions there appears 
to have been no legislative action. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

i!tSr8mn”‘ third great source of national revenue, the public lands, 1789. 

PuBuc itself also to the attention of the first Congress, soon h. Journal, 

Lakds. after their meeting. On the 28th of May, 1789, the House of 
Representatives ordered that Messrs. Scott, Huntington, and 
Committee Sherman, be a committee, to consider the state of the unap- 
cm lands.' propriatcd lands in the Western territory, and to report thereon/^ 

Mr. Scott made a report from this committee on the 15lb of i<i. p. 48. 
June, which was committed to the committee of the whole house 
on the state of the Union; and was taken into consideration by 
that committee on the 22d of July, when the following resolu- 
tion was reported and agreed to by the house: — 

Reiolution. << Resolved — That an act of Congress ought to pass for esta- id. p. 64. 

blishing a land office, and for regulating the terms and manner 
of granting vacant and unappropriated lands, the property of the 
United Slates: That the said office be under the superintendence 
of the governor of the Western territory: That the lands to be 
disposed of be confined to the following limits; namely: — 

That the tracts or parcels to be disposed of to any one per- 
son, shall not exceed acres; that the price to be required 

for the same shall be per acre; and that every person ac- 

tually settled within the said limits, shall be entitled to the pre- 
emption of a quantity not exceeding acres, including his 

settlement.’^ 

Committee Messrs. Scott, Silvester, and Moore, were then instructed to id. p. 69. 
to^preparc prepare and bring in a bill grounded on this resolution. On the 
31st, Mr. Scott, accordingly, presented a bill establishing a land 
office in and for the Western territory, which was, on that day, 

Bill read read a first time, and received the second reading, and was com- id. p. 70. 
twice. milled to a committee of the whole house, on the next day. The 
Postponed, consideration of this bill was postponed daily until the termina- 
lion of the session. 
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On the 18th of January, 1790, the petition of Hannibal Wil- h. Journal, 
liam Dobbyn, of Ireland, was presented to the house, slating p- 142, 143. 
that he desired to become a citizen of the United States, and of 
making a considerable purchase of the public lands; and praying 
that the secretary of the treasury might be authorized to con- 
tract with him for that purpose. This petition was referred to 
Messrs. Page, Scott, and Partridge. Mr. Page made a report on 
this subject on the same day; and, on the 20th, the report was 
laid on the table, and the secretary of the treasury was directed 
to report to the house a uniform system for the disposition of lands 
the property of the United States. It was also, on motion, or- 
dered, “ that the state of facts respecting the Western territory, 
reported by a committee of this house the last session, be re- 
ferred to the secretary of the treasury for his information.” On 
the 27th, the petition of Dobbyn was also referred to the secre- IJ. p. 148 . 
tary. On the 2d of March, a petition was also presented to the Id. p. 166. 
house from George Scriba, praying to be permitted to purchase 
United States’ lands, ‘‘not less than two millions, and not ex- 
ceeding four millions, of acres, on the terms therein mentioned,” 
which was also referred to the secretary of the treasury; and, on 
the lllh of March, an instruction was sent to the secretary of Id. p. 173. 
the treasury to report on these two petitions. On the 22d of Id. p. 276. 
July, the secretary transmitted to the house, in obedience to the 
instructions he had received, his report of a uniform system for 
the disposition of lands the property of the United States, which 
was ordered to lie on the table; and, on the 2Sth, wa.s committed id. p. 283. 
to the committee of the whole house on the state of the Union. 

There was no further action on this subject during this session. 

On the 15th of December, at the commencement of the third Id. p. 338. 
session of this Congress, the House of Representatives ordered the 
report of the secretary of the treasury to be committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house on the state of the Union; and, on the 
31sl, the committee reported several resolutions, which, on the 
4th of January, were taken up for consideration, amended, and 1791. 

adopted in the following form: — li. Journal* 

* . p. 347. 

“ Resolved— Thdii it is the opinion of this committee, that it 

is expedient that a general land office be established and opened 
at the seat of government of the United Slates. 

“That two subordinate laud offices be established and opened: 
one in the government north-west of the Ohio, and the other in 
the government south of the Ohio. 

VoL. 1. — 52 
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^‘That all contracts for the sale of lands above the quantity 

of acres, shall be exclusivelj’^ made at the general land 

office. 

‘‘That no land shall be sold, except such in respect to which 
the titles of the Indian tribes shall have been previously extin- 
guished. 

“ That the seven ranges already surveyed, be sold in lots as 
laid out. 

“ Tliat any quantities may be sold by special contract, com- 
prehended either within natural boundaries or lines, or both; hut 
no survey shall, in any case, be made on a luver, but in the pro- 
portion of chains back from such river for every chain 

along the bank thereof. 

“ That the price shall be thirty cents per acre. 

“That warrants for military .services be put on the same foot- 
ing with warrants issuing from the land office; and that the ex- 
clusive right of locating the same, in districts set apart for the 
army, cease, after the day of . 

“ That no credit shall be given for an}?^ quantity less than a 
township of six miles square, nor more than two years’ credit 
for any quantity. 

“ That in every instance of credit, at least one-quarter part of ii. journal, 
the consideration shall he paid down, and security, other than P- ^^8. 
the land itself, shall be required for the residue; and that no title 
shall be given for any tract or part of a purchase, beyond the 
quantity for which the consideration shall be actually paid. 

“ That the of each subordinate office shall have the 

management of all sales, and the issuing of warrants for all loca- 
tions in the tracts to be set apart for the accommodation of indi- 
vidual settlers, subject to the superintendency of the of 

the general land office, who may also commit to them the ma- 
nagement of any other sales or locations, which it may be found 
expedient to place under their direction. 

« That preference be given, for a limited time, to those actual 
settlers, whose titles are not secured by the former governments 
af that country, and the existing ordinances and acts of Con- 
gress. 

“That there shall be a surveyor general, who shall have pow- 
er to appoint a deputy surveyor general in each of the Western 
governments, and a competent number of deputy surveyors, to 
execute, in person, all warrants to them directed by the surveyor 
general, or the deputy surveyor generals, within certain dis- 
tricts, to be assigned to them respectively. That the surveyor 
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general shall also have in charge all the duties committed to the 
geographer general, by the several resolutions of Congress. 

^‘That all warrants issued at the general land office shall be 

signed by , and shall be directed to the surveyor general. 

That all warrants issued at a subordinate office, shall be signed 

by , and shall be directed to the deputy surveyor general 

within the government. That the priority of locations upon 
warrants shall be determined by the times of the applications to 
the deputy surveyors; and in case of two applications for the 
same land at one time, the priority may be determined by lot. 

‘-’‘That the treasurer of the United States shall be the receiver 
of all payments for sales made at the general land office, and may 
also receive depositcs of money for purchases intended to be 
made at the subordinate offices; his receipt or certificate for which 
shall be received in payment at these offices. 

“ That the secretary of each of the Western governments shall 
be the receiver of all payments arising from sales at the office of 
such governments. 

“Tliat controversies concerning rights to patents, or grants of 

land, shall be determined by the of that office, under 

whose immediate direction or jurisdiction, the locations, in re- 
spect to which they may arise, shall have been made. 

“That the of the general land office, surveyor gene- 
ral, deputy surveyor general, and the of the land office, 

in each of the Western governments, shall not purchase, nor shall 
others purchase for them, in trust, any public lands. 

“ That the secretaries of the Western governments shall give 
security for the faithful execution of their duty, as receivers of 
the land office. 

“ That all patents shall be signed by the President of the United 
States, and shall be recorded in the office of the secretary of 
state. 

“That all officers, acting under the laws establishing the land 
office, shall make oath or affirmation faithfully to discharge their 
respective duties, previously to their entering upon the execution 
thereof. 

“ That all surveys of lands shall be at the expense of the pur- 
chasers or grantees. 

“ That the fees shall not exceed certain rates, to be specified 
in the law, affording equitable compensations for the services of 
surveyors, and establishing reasonable and customary charges for 
patents, and other office papers, for the benefit of the United h. Journal, 
States. 
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1st Congress. That the of the general land office shall, as soon as 

may be, from lime to time, cause all the rules and regulations, 
tions of' which they may establish, to be published in one gazette, at least, 
house. in each state, and in each of the Western governments where 
there is a gazette, for the information of the citizens of the United 
States.’’ 


It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, pursu- 
ant to these resolutions, and that Messrs. White, Scott, and 
Bloodvvorth, prepare and bring in the same. 

Rill toes- 141h of January, Mr. White, from the committee, pre- h. Journal, 

publish of- gented a bill to establish offices for the purpose of granting lands P* 
within the territories of the United States, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to the committee of the 
whole house. The committee had this bill under consideration, 
on the 10th and 11th of February, when they reported several icl.374,375. 
amendments, which were discussed in the house, on the 12th, 

14th, and 15th, when the bill was further amended, after the re- 
port of the committee had been agreed to. 


It was then moved to amend the bill, by adding to the end of 
the second section, the following proui^o : — 

“ Provided, always — That any purchaser of lands, when the 
payment thereof shall be due, may profTer in payment any of the 
certificates of the funded debt of the United States, at the same 
rates as the treasurer shall have allowed for such certificates, re- 
spectively, in the last purchase which he shall have made thereof, 
prior to such payment.” 


Passed by And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in id. p. 380. 
louse. affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Jly^s—Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, B. 

Bourne, Burke, Gadwalader, Carroll, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, Lee, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Sevier, Sherman, Sin- 
nickson. Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 34. 

JVoes — Messrs. Benson, Brown, Clymer, Contee, Floyd, Foster, 

Hartley, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Muhlenberg, Par- 
tridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Silvester, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Trumbull, Vining. — 21. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third read- id. p. 381, 
ing; and, on the 16th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill 
was read the third time, and passed. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


413 


Chap. m. 


■ Ist Conjrress. 
3d Session. 


Postponed 
by Senate. 


2(1 Congress. 
1st Session. 


National Revenue— Public Lands. 1791. 

The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 16th; S. Journal, 
and on the 21st, the second reading being under consideration, P-27'0.277, 
the bill was referred to Messrs. Strong, Ellsworth, Foster, King, 
and Monroe, “ to consider and report what is proper to be done 
thereon.” Mr. Strong, on the 2()th, reported “ that the further id. p. 289. 
consideration of this bill be postponed, until the next session of 
Congress.” It was then moved, and agreed to, to postpone the id. p. 294, 
report of the committee, and resume the second reading of the 
bill, and, after some debate, the bill was recommitted. On the 
1st of March, a second report was made by Mr. Strong, when 
the Senate adopted the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved, hy the Senate and Hovse of Representatives of the 
United Slates of America, in Congress assembled — That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he hereby is, requested to 
cause a return to be made to Congress, at their next session, of 
the quantity and situation of the lands not claimed by the In- 
dians, nor granted to, nor claimed by any of the citizens of the 
United States, within the territory ceded to the United States, 
by the state of North Carolina, and within the territory of the 
United States, north-west of the river Ohio.” 

It was then ordered that the concurrence of the House of Re- 
presentatives in this resolution be requested ; and the further 
consideration of the present bill be postponed until the next ses- 
sion of Congress. 

On the 2d of March, the House of Representatives concurred h, .Tournal, 
in the above resolution, after amending it, by striking out the P- 
words “ a return to be made to,” and inserting in lieu thereof, 
the words “ an estimate to be laid before.” On the 3d of March, s. Journal, 
the Senate acquiesced in this amendment to the resolution. P- 


A REPLY to this resolution is contained in the following message 1792 . 
from the President of the United States, transmitted to the two s. Journal, 
houses of Congress, on the 10th of November, 1791, being the p-339. 
first session of the second Congress, and in the report of the se- p ‘/52 
cretary of state accompanying it. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives : — 

‘‘ The resolution passed at the last session of Congress, re- 
questing the President of the United States to cause an estimate 
to be laid before Congress, at their next session, of the <|uantity 
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situation of the lands not claimed by the Indians, nor grant- 
ed to, nor claimed by, any of the citizens of the United States, 
within the territory ceded to the United States by the state of 
North Carolina, and within the territory of the United States, 
north-west of the river Ohio, has been referred to the secretary 
of stale, a copy of tvhose report on that subject, I now lay be- 
fore you, together with the copy of a letter accompanying it. 

“ G. Washington.” 

** United States^ November 10, 1791. 


^tconjfress. On the Subject of the cession of lands by the state of North 1790. 
— Carolina, referred to in the above resolution, the following legis- 
lative proceedings took place at the second session of this Con- 
gress. On the 1st of February, 1790, the following message 
from the President of the United States, was communicated to 
the two houses of Congress: — 

“ United States, February 1, 1790. 


p. 156. 

S. Journal, 

p. 110. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives : — 

Message of I have received from his Excellency Alexander Martin, go- H. Journal, 
Prmdent^^ vernor of the state of North Carolina, an act of the General As- 
g^rdtoces- sembly of that state, entitled ^ An act for the purpose of ceding 
lands United States of America, certain western lands therein 

North Ca- described,’ and have directed my secretary to lay a copy of the 
roliiia. before you, together with a copy of a letter accompanying 

the said act, from his Excellency Governor Martin to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The originals of the foregoing act and letter will be depo- 
sited in the office of the secretary of stale. 

George Washington.” 


In the Senate this communication was referred to Messrs. Id. p. 114, 
Henry, Izard, Ellsworth, Bassett, and Few. On the 17th, Mr. 

Report of Henry, from this committee, made a report, the consideration 
ta which was assigned for the morrow; but it was not taken up 
until the 22d, when it was agreed to as follows: — 

[Report. That it will be expedient for Congress, on behalf of the 
United States, to accept of the cession proposed by the said act, 
upon the conditions therein contained; and that, when a deed 
shall be executed for the same, they express their acceptance 
thereof by a legislative act.” 


On the day when the message of the President was received, ja. p. 109, 
Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hawkins, the senators from North Caro- 
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lina, laid before the Senate an exemplified copy of the act of Uie 
state of North Carolina, entitled An act for the purpose of 
ceding to the United States of America, certain western lands 
therein described.’^ On the 23d, Messrs. Ellsworth, Strong, 
and Izard, were appointed a committee to bring in a bill for de- 
claring the acceptance of certain lands ceded to the United States, 
by the legislature of North Carolina, as described in their act of 
cession, when a deed thereof shall be executed.^’ On the 3d of g. joumal, 
March, Mr. Ellsworth reported a bill to accept a cession of the p- 115.117. 
claims of the state of North Carolina to a certain district of west- 
ern territory,” which was then read the first time, and was 
read the second time on the 4th, and the third time on the day id. p. 118. 
following. In the House of Representatives, the bill was read h. journal, 
the first time on the 5th, and had the second reading, and was P- 
committed, on the 8th. On the 26th, the bill was considered in 
committee of the whole, and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to by the House; and on the 29th the bill was read id. p. 183. 
the third time and passed, with the following amendment: — In 
the first line, strike out the words ‘ the honourable.’ ” The Se- s. .loumal, 
nate, on the same day, agreed to the amendment of the House, P'^25. 
with an amendment, which was afterwards concurred in by the 
House. 

On the 5th of August, the House of Representatives adopted ii. Journal 
a resolution, That a surveyor-general for the United States P* 
be appointed, who shall forthwith proceed to the completion of 
the surveys of all lands heretofore sold under the authority of 
the late Congress; and Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Page, jd. p. 292. 
and White, were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in 
a bill or bills to that effect. On the Gth, Mr. Smith introduced id. p. 29.3, 
a bill, according to the instruction, which was then read the first 
time, and w’as read the second time on the 7th, when a motion 
for its third reading was negatived, and, consoqucntly, the bill 
was rejected. 

In reference to the cession made by North Carolina, there ap- 179*2. 
pears to have been a subsequent proceeding during the second 
session of the second Congress, which it may be convenient to 
introduce here. On the 28th of November, 1792, the House of 
Representatives adopted the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- ii. journal, 
quested and authorized, with the concurrence of the states of Vir- P* 
ginia and Kentucky, to cause the line to be extended from the 
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2 d Congress, wcstem termination of the line, formerly run by Fry and Jef- 
ferson, on the part of Virginia, and by other surveyors on the 
rolba <Ss- North Carolina, by a surveyor of sufficient abilities, in 

sion. the proper latitude, whereby the northern boundary of the ter- 
ritory ceded to the United Stales by the state of North Carolina, 
may be determined; and that Congress will provide for the ne- 
cessary expense attending the same.’^ 

Bill to de- It was then ordered, that Messrs. Boudinot, Williamson, and H. Journal, 
bo^undb^ Page, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to P' 
this resolution. And on the 3d of December, Mr. Boudinot, 
from this committee, presented a bill for determining the north- 
ern boundary of the territory ceded to the United States by the 
state of North Carolina, which was read the first time, and re- 
ceived its second reading, and was committed, on the following 
day. On the 17th of January, 1793, the bill was considered in id, p. 674, 
committee of the whole and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to by the House, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for the third reading; and on the 18th the bill was read 
Blllpassied the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read s. .Toumal, 
by House. 18th, and, on the next day, was read the P*472,473. 

second time, and referred to Messrs, Rutherford, Hawkins, and 
Strong, with an instruction to consider the subject generally, 
and report thereon. And, on the Sth of February, Mr. Ruther- 
ford made a report from this committee, and the second read- 
Rejected ing being then resumed, it was resolved that this bill do not pass. id. p. 482. 
by Senate. ^v’as rejected. 


iBtsSn®.®’ 1789, the House of Representatives 1789. 

adopted the following resolution : — 

Lands re- “ Resolved — Thai a committee he appointed to examine into h. Journal, 
the measures taken by Congress and the state of Virginia, re- P* 
for officers specting the lands reserved for the use of the officers and soldiers 
^ers state, in continental and state establishments, in the 

cession made by the said state to the United States of the ter- 
ritory north-west of the river Ohio, and to report the same to 
this house ; and that Mr. White, Mr. Peter Muhlenberg, and 
Mr. Seney, be of the said committee.” On the 31st, Mr. White, Id. p. 69. 

Report of from this committee, presented a report, which was ordered to 
committee. ]jg the table. And, on the 18th of September, the house pro- 
ceeded to consider this report, and then ordered that its further 
consideration be postponed until the next session of Congress. id. p. 114, 
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i8t Congress. the next session, on the 28th of January, 1790, a resolution H. Journal, 

was adopted by the House of Representatives in precisely the 
same words, and the same gentlemen were again appointed a 
committee on the subject. And on the 1st of February, Mr. 

Second re- White again made a report, which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. This report was, on the 30th of April, committed to the 
committee of the whole house, on the state of the Union. On id. p. 207. 
the 28th of June, the committee reported a resolution, which 
was agreed to by the house, as follows : — 

Resolution. Resolved — That the resolution of Congress of the 17th ofid. p. 252. 

July, 1788, respecting the lands reserved for the Virginia troops, 
on continental and state establishments, pursuant to the cession 
made by the said state to the United States, of the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio, ought to be repealed.” 

It was then ordered that the said resolution be referred to 
Messrs. Brown, Boudinot, White, Huntington, and Benson, with 
Bill. instruction to prepare and bring in a bill or bills for carrying 
into effect the reservations contained in the deed of cession made 
by the state of Virginia to the United States, of the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio. Mr. Brown, from this committee, 
on the 15th of July, introduced a bill to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line on continental establishment, to ob*- 
tain titles to certain lands lying north-west of the river Ohio, be- id. p. 270, 
tween the Little Miami and Sciota, which was read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on 
the 19th, and being reported without amendment, was ordered 
Passed by to be engrossed. And on the 20tli, it was read the third time, la. p. 273, 
House. passed. On the same day, this bill received its first reading 

in the Senate, and was read the second time on the 21st, when s. Journal, 
it was committed to Messrs. Lee, Strong, and Ellsworth. Mr. 

Lee, on the 22d, reported the bill without amendment. On the 
24th and 27th, the bill was debated, and postponed, and on the 
28th was recommitted. On the 3d of August, the Senate agreed 
to expunge the second, third, and fourth sections; and, thus 
amended, the bill was ordered to the third reading. It was 
moved on the 6th, to substitute the following paragraphs for the 
three sections which had been stricken out ; — 

Amend- “ And whereas the agents for such of the troops of the state id. p. 200, 
of Virginia, who served in the continental establishment, or the 
army of the United States, during the late war, have reported 
to the executive of the said state, that there is not a sufficiency 
VoL. 1. — 53 
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of good land on the south-easterly side of the river Ohio, and 
within the limits assigned by the laws of the said state, to satisfy 
the said troops for the bounty lands due to them, in conformity 
to the said laws: To the intent, therefore, that the difference 
between what has already been located for the said troops, on 
the south-easterly side of the said river, and the aggregate of 
which is due to the whole of the said troops, may be located on 
the north-westerly side of the said river, and between the Scio- 
ta and Little Miami rivers, as stipulated by the said state. 

Sect. JL Be it further enacted — That the secretary of the 
department of war shall make return to the executive of the state 
of Virginia, of the names of such of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates of the line, of the said state, who served in 
the army of the United States, on the continental establishment, 
during the late war; and, also, in conformity to the laws of the 
said state, are entitled to bounty lands; and shall, also, in such 
return, state the aggregate amount in acres, due to the said line 
by the terms aforesaid. 

‘‘ Sect. III. Jlnd he it further enacted — That it shall, and 
may be lawful for the said agents to locate, to and for the use of 
the said troops, between tlie rivers Sciota and Little Miami, 
such a number of acres of good land as shall, together with the 
number already located between the said two rivers, and the 
number already located on the south-easterly side of the river 
Ohio, be equal to the aggregate amount, so to be returned as 
aforesaid by the secretary for the department of war. 

“ Sect. IV. Be it further enacted — That the said agents, as 
soon as may be after the locations, surveys, and allotments are 
made and completed, shall enter, in regular order, in a book, to 
be by them provided for that purpose, the bounds of each loca- 
tion and survey between the said two rivers, annexing the name 
of the officer, nom-commissioned officer, or private, originally 
entitled to each; which entries being certified by the said agents, 
or the majority of them, to be true entries, the book containing 
the same shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

Sect. V. tdnd be it further enacted — That it shall he law- s. Journal, 
ful for the President of the United States to cause letters patent P- 
to be made out, in such words and form as he shall devise and 
direct, granting to such person, so originally entitled to bounty 
lands, to his use, and to the use of his heirs or assigns, or his 
other legal representative or representatives, his, her, or their 
heirs or assigns, the lands designated in the said entries: Pro- 
videdy always — That before the seal of the United States shall 
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be affixed to such letters patent, the secretary for the department 
of war shall have endorsed thereon, that the grantee therein 
named was originally entitled to such bounty lands, and that he 
has examined the bounds thereof with the book of entries filed 
in the office of the secretary of state, and finds the same truly 
inserted; and every such letters patent shall be countersigned by 
the secretary of state, and a minute of the date thereof, and the 
name of the grantee, shall be entered of record in his office, in a 
book to be specially provided for the purpose. 

Sect. VI. And he it further enacted — That it shall be the 
duty of the secretary of state, as soon as may be after the letters 
patent shall be so completed, and entered of record, to transmit 
the same to the executive of the state of Virginia, to be by him 
delivered to each grantee: or, in case of his death, or that the 
right of the grantee shall have been legally transferred before 
such delivery, then to his legal representative or representatives, 
or to one of them. 

Sect. VII. And he it further enacted — That no fees shall 
be charged for such letters patent and record, to the grantees, 
their heirs or assigns, or to his or their legal representative or 
representatives.” 

The bill was again taken up for consideration on the 7th of s. Journal, 
August, when the report of the committee was agreed to, amend- h- 
ed as follows: After the word Ohio,” 4th line, insert, accord- 
ing to the act of cession from the said state to the United States.” 

And the bill, thus amended, was passed. On the same day, the ii.joumal. 
House of Representatives agreed to the amendments of the Sc- P-293, 
nate. 

On the 17th of January, 1791, the subject of the bounty lands 1791. 
to the Virginia line was again brought before this Congress at s. Journal,' 
their third session, by a communication from’ the President of p-233. 
the United States, enclosing “a copy of two resolutions of the journal 
legislature of Virginia, and of a petition of sundry officers, and p- 355. 
assignees of officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, on conti- 
nental establishment, on the subject of bounty lands allotted to 
them on the north-west side of the Ohio.” 


On the 3d of November, it was ordered by the House of Re- n. Journal, 
presentatives, soon after the meeting of the second Congress, P- 
that so much of the message of the President as is above quoted, 
together with all previous proceedings of Congress, or the legis- 
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2(1 Congress. laturc of the State of Virginia, and all papers relative thereto. 

l8t Session. , „ . Of „ . 

be referred to a committee, consisting of Messrs. Giles, Clarke, 
and Livermore, with instruction to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the house. 

But there does not appear to have been any subsequent action 
of Congress on this subject during the legislative period which 
is embraced within this volume, with the exception of a move- 
ment by Mr. Monroe, in the Senate, of which the following is 
a brief account. 

2(1 Session. On the 21st of January, 1793, nearly at the close of the se- 1793. 

Mr. Mon- cond Congress, Mr. Monroe gave notice that he should, on the s. journal, 
roc’s bill, morrow, move for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend P- 
an act, entitled An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line, on continental establishment, to obtain titles to 
certain lands lying north-west of the river Ohio, between the 
Little Miami and Sciota.” Mr. Monroe introduced his bill on 
the 31st of January, when it was read the first time, and ordered id. p. 477. 
to the second reading; and, on the following day, it was read the 
second time, and committed to Messrs. Read, Sherman, and 
Monroe. Mr. Monroe, on the 25th of February, reported, that 
Postponed, the further consideration thereof be postponed until the next jd. p. 494. 
session of Congress; and this report was agreed to. 


2 d congioss. At the commencement of the second Congress, the President, 1791. 
j8i opening message, thus adverts to the subject of the public 

lands: — 

Sng-ges- ‘‘A provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United s. journal, 
tionof Pre- States, is particularly urged, among other reasons, by the import- P- 327. 
vacant^^^^ ant considerations, that they are pledged as a fund for reimbursing h. Journal, 
lands, public debt; that, if timely and judiciously applied, they may P* 

save the necessity of burdening our citizens with new taxes for 
the extinguishment of the principal; and that, being free to dis- 
charge the principal, but in a limited proportion, no opportunity 
ought to be lost for availing the public of its right. 

Committee the 1st of November, this part of the message was referred id. p. 445, 

to prepare to Messrs. Williamson, Boudinot, and White, with instructions 
to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant thereto. Mr. Wil- 
liamson, from this committee, on the 21st of April, 1792, pre- 
sented a bill for the sale of lands in the territory of the United 
States, north-west of the river Ohio; which was then read the 
first time, and, on the next day, was read the second time, and 
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commitled to a committee of the whole house. This bill was 
not further acted on. 

In the Senate, Messrs. King, Foster, Monroe, Strong, and But- s. journal, 
ler, were, on the 1st of November, 1792, appointed a committee 
to report a bill for establishing oflices for the purpose of granting 
lands within the territories of the United States. But this com- 
mittee made no report on the subject. 


The following message from the President of the United noo-oi. 
States was transmitted to the two houses of Congress, on the 23d 
of December, 1790: — 

United SiaieSj December 2od, 1790. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and House of Representatives : — 

<^It appearing, by the report of the secretary of the govern- ij, journal, 
ment north-west of the Ohio, that there are certain cases respect- P- 
ing grants of land within that territory, which require the inter- s. Journal, 
ference of the legislature of the United States, I have directed a P* 
copy of said report, and the papers therein referred to, to be 
laid before you, together with a copy of the report of the secre- 
tary of slate, upon the same subject. 

‘‘ George Washington.” 


On the 31st, the Senate ordered that Messrs. Strong, Ells- Id. p. 227. 
worth, and Maclay, be a committee to take this message into 
consideration, with the papers referred to, and report what is jiro- 
per to be done thereon; and, on the 7th of January, 17.31, Mr. id.p. 231. 
Strong, from this committee, reported a bill for granting lands to 
the inhabitants and settlers at Vincennes, and the Illinois coun- 
try, in the territory north-west of the Ohio, and for confirming 
them in their possessions. This bill received’its first reading on 
that day, and, on the 10th, was read the second time, and order- Id. p. 232. 
ed to the third reading. The bill was passed on the following 
day. In the House of Representatives the bill was read the first ii. Joumul, 
time on the 11th, and received the second reading, and was com- P 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the next day. On 
the 26th of February, the committee of the whole was discharged id. p. 394. 
from further considering this bill, and it was referred to Messrs. 

White, Carroll, and Brown. On the 2d of March, the bill was id. p. 404. 
passed with amendments. 

The bill, as it was sent from the Senate, is as follows; — 
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“ Section 1 . Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Repre- 
setitatives of the United States of America, in Coiigress assembled — 

That four hundred acres of land be given to each of those per- 
sons, virho, in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
three, were heads of families at Vincennes, or in the Illinois 
country, on the Mississippi, and who, since that time, have re- 
moved from one of the said places to the other; and the governor 
of the territory north-west of the Ohio, is hereby directed to 
cause the same to be laid out for them, at their own expense, 
either at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, as they shall se- 
verally elect. 

“ Sect. 2. Jlnd he it further enacted and declared — That the 
heads of families at Vincennes, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, who afterwards removed without the 
limits of the said territory, are, notwithstanding, entitled to the 
donation of four hundred acres of land, made by the resolve of 
Congress, of the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-eight. 

“ Sect. 3. And he it further enacted — That one hundred and 
fifty acres of land heretofore in possession of the Piankeshaw 
Indians, and now under actual improvement, and constituting a 
part of the village of Vincennes, be given to the persons who arc 
severally in possession of the said land. 

“ Sect. 4. And he it further enacted — That where lands have 
been actually improved and cultivated at Vincennes, or in the 
Illinois country, under a supposed grant of the same by any 
commandant or court claiming authority to make such grant, 
the governor of the said territory be, and he hereby is, empow- 
ered to confirm to the persons w^ho made such improvements, 
their heirs or assigns, the lands supposed to have been granted as 
aforesaid, or such parts thereof as he in his discretion may judge 
reasonable, not ex^ceeding, to anyone person, four hundred acres. 

“ Sect. 5. And he it further enacted — That a tract of land, con- 
taining about five thousand four hundred acres, which, for many 
years, has been fenced and used by the inhabitants of Vin- 
cennes as a common, be, and the same is, hereby confirmed to 
the said inhabitants, to be used as a common, until a division there- 
of in severalty among the said inhabitants shall be decreed by law^ 

“ Sect. 6. And he it further enacted — That the governor of the 
said territory be authorized to make a grant of land, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred acres to each person, who hath not ob- 
tained any donation of land from the United States, and who, 
on the first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
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ninety, was enrolled in the militia of Vincennes, and has done 
militia duty : the said land to he laid out at the expens^ of the 
grantees, and in such form and place as the sai# governor shall 
direct.” 

The amendments of the House of Representatives to this bill 
are these: — 

“ Sect. 2, line 2. After the word ‘ Vincennes,’ add ‘ or in the Il- 
linois country.’ 

“ Line 5. After the word ‘ eight,’ add, ‘and the governor of the 
said territory, upon application to him for that purpose, is here- 
by directed to cause the same to be laid out for such heads of 
families, or their heirs, and shall also cause to be laid ofT and 
confirmed to such persons the several tracts of land which they 
may have possessed, and w^hich, before the year one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-threc, may have been allotted to 
them, according to the laws and usages of the government under 
which they had respectively settled: Providedf iicverthclessj That 
if such persons, or their heirs, do not return and occupy the said 
land within five years, such lands shall be considered as forfeited 
to the United States. 

“ Sect. 5, line 3. After the word ‘ common,’ insert ‘ also a tract 
of land including the villages of Chohos and Prairie du Pont, and 
heretofore used by the inhabitants of the said villages as a com- 
mon.’ 

“ Same line, after the word ‘same,’ strike out to the end of 
the clause, and add, ‘ are hereby appropriated to the use of the 
inhabitants of Vincennes and of the said villages, respectively, 
to be used by them as a common, until otherwise disposed of by 

law. 

“ Sect. 6, lifie 5. After the word ‘ Vincennes,’ insert ‘ or in the 
Illinois country,’ and tO the end of the same line add, ‘ Providedy 
neverthelessy That no claim founded upon purchase or otherwise, 
shall be admitted within a tract of land heretofore occupied by 
the Kaskaskia nation of Indians, and including their village, 
which is hereby appropriated to the use of the said Indians.’ 

“ To the end of the bill add, 

“ Sect. 7. And be it further enacted — That two lots of land, 
heretofore in the occupation of the priests at Cahokia, and 
planted near that village, be, and the same is, hereby granted, 
in fee, to P. Gibault ; and that a tract of land at Kaskaskia, for- 
merly occupied by the Jesuits, be laid off and confirmed to St 
Jerome Beauvais, who claims the same in virtue of a purchase 
thereof. 


1791. 
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istconitress. “ /Sed. 8. And he it further enacted — That so much of the act 

H<l Sf;«i8ion. ^ ^ ^ •' 

of congress, of the 28th day of August, one thousand seven hun- 
mcirtr^”of eightji-eight, as refers to the locations of certain tracts 

the House, of land, directed to he run out and reserved for donations to the 
ancient settlers, in the Illinois country, he, and the same is, here- 
by repealed ; and the governor of the said territory is directed 
to lay out the same, agreeably to the act of Congress of the 
twentieth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight.” 

It was then ordered by the Senate, that llicsc amendments be s. Journal, 
referred to the committee who were originally appointed to 
bring in the bill. 

Senatecon- Mr. Strong, from this committee, made a report on the 3d, ii. journal, 
and the Senate then determined to concur in the amendments of P* 
the House of Representatives, with an amendment to the amend- 
ment proposed in the sixth section; to wit: Insert the proviso 
at the end of the sixth section.’’ The House of Representatives, 
on the same day, agreed to this amendment. 


2<inonffrm. On thc 11th of >^ovcmbcr, 1791, the President of the United nouoo 

JbIHphskhi. ^ .1,1 . - 

States transmitted to thc two houvses, a message, containing the 

following paragraph : — 

Frcsklent’s ^^Sundry papers relating to thc purchase, by Judge Symmes, g. Journal, 
nics.siig'c. Qf lands on the Great Miami, having been communicated to p. 340. 

^ thought it proper to lay the same before you, for n. journal, 
your information on that subject.” p. 453. 

Referred, ordered, that thc papers relating to the Miami 

as also the purchase be referred to the committee appointed to prepare a 
tl^e iiilitcd establish offices, for the purpose of granting lands within 

Rrctlircn. (he territories of thc United States. To thc same committee was 
also referred, on the 2d of December, the memorial and peti- 
tion of the Society of United Brethren for propagating the gos- “ 
pel among the heathen, praying that the resolve of Congress of 
the 3d of September, 1788, making a grant of certain lands for ^ 457. 
the benefit of that society, may be confirmed. 

Bill to as- March, 1792, Mr. Williamson, from this com- p 54^ 

.certain mittee, presented a bill for ascertaining the bounds of a tract of 
land purchased by John Cleves Symmes, which was read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole on 
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the 23tl, and reported without amendment, and was then ordered n..ioiimal, 
to be engrossed for the third reading; and, on the following day, 
the bill was read the third time and passed. In the Senate, the id. p. 546. 
bill was read the first time on the 26th of March; and, on the s. .loumal, 
27th, received its second reading, and was referred to Messrs. 

Strong, Lee, and Read. Mr. Strong, on the 2 d of April, re- id. p. 419. 
ported an amendment to the bill which was agreed to, and the 
bill was then ordered to the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time and passed on the 4th of April. The amendment n. journal, 
of the Senate was considered by the House of Representatives P‘ 
on the 5th, and agreed to. 

On the 12th of April, a petition was presented to the Senate S. Journal, 
from John Clevcs Symmes, by Jonathan Dayton, his agent, 
praying to have the same indulgences extended to him and his 
associates, as are granted, or about to be granted, to the Ohio 
Company, in respect to their future payments for lands pur- 
chased of the United States; which petition was laid on the 
table. 

A committee was appointed by the House of Representatives ii..rournHb 
on the 23d of April, consisting of Messrs. Dayton, Tredwell, 1^' 
and Gilman, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, authorizing id. p. 586. 
the grant and conveyance of certain lands to John Clevcs 
Symmes and his associates. On the 2 Uh this bill was presented, id. p, 590, 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole bouse. The bill was considered in committee 
on the 26th, when an amendment was reported, which received 
the concurrence of the house; and the bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for the third reading; and, on the 27(h, it was read pi. p. 591 . 
the third time and passed. In the Senate, the hill was read the g. journal, 
first time on the 28th; and, on the 30th, on motion, the bill was p- 
referred to Messrs. Read, King, and Carroll. Mr. Read, on the pi. p. 436. 
2 d of May, reported several amendments to the bill, which were 
agreed to; and the bill, by unanimous consent, was then read the 
third time and passed, in its amended form. And, on the fol- IJ. journal, 
lowing day, the House acquiesced in these amendments. P’ 

A petition and memorial was, on the 2d of March, presented Ibid, 
from the directors of the Ohio Company of associates, praying pi. p. 526 v 
that Congress would grant them such terms and conditions for 
the completion of their contract with the late board of treasury, 
and for confirming their title to the tract of land then purchased, 
as would relieve them from the danger, difficulty, and dis- 
tress in which the said company were involved, from causes 
VoL, 1. — 54 
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?d Congress, which had arisen since the ourchasc, and which were then wholly n. Journal, 

Jst Session ^ ^ t-k KID 

Referred Tliis petition was referred to Messrs. Sedgwick, P‘ ^ * 

Findley, Benson, Learned, and Baldwin. Mr. Sedgwick made Id. p. 543. 

Report, a report from this committee on the 8th, wliich was committed 
to a committee of the whole house. The subject was taken up 
in commitlee of the whole on the 22d and 26th, when the fol- 
lowing resolutions were reported by the committee, and agreed 
to by the house: — 


Resolu- “ Resolved — That the title ought to be made to the Ohio Com- id. p. 549, 
oLise^^ pany, for so much of the lands on their contracts as they have 
actually paid for. 

Resolved — That, in addition to the al)0\e quantity of land, 
there be also granted to the said Ohio Company, two hundred 
and fourteen thousand two hundred and eiglity-live acres, being 
the proportion they were, by a resolve of Congress, authorized 
to pay in army rights, upon their delivering to the secretary of 
the treasury, army rights siiflicient for the purpose; and that 
there be also gi anted to the said company, in addition to the be- 
fore mentioned tracts, one hundred thousand acres, to make good 
one thousand lots of one hundred acres each ; ajipropriated by 
the said company as bounties to such as might become settlers 
within the said purchase, upon condition, nevertheless, that the 
said company shall make good such bounties, as well to future 
settlers, as to those already settled. 

Resolved — That a title be made to the said company, for the 
remainder of the one million live hundred thousand acres, con- 
tracted for upon tlicir paying into the treasury of the United 

States, a sum not exceeding cents per acre for the same, 

with interest from the passing an act for that purpose.” 


Committee It was then ordered that Messrs. Sedgwick, Findley, Benson, id. p. 553. 
m^^prepare Learned, and Baldwin, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to 
these resolutions. On the 29th, Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill 
authorizing a grant and conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio la. p. 552 , 
Company of associates, on the terms therein expressed, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. On the 4(h and 5th of April, the bill la. p. 554 , 
was acted on in committee of the whole, and was reported with 
various amendments, which were agreed to by the house, and 
the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 

And on the 6th, the blanks were filled up, and the bill was read 
Passed by the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read the S. Journal, 
House. and second lime, on the 6th and 9th, and was referred to P-42i,422. 
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Messrs. Rutherford, Gunn, and Sherman. Mr. Rutherford, on 

the 12th, reported several amendments to the bill, which were S, Journal, 

discussed on the 14th and Kith, when, on tlie question to amend 

the bill as reported, it was decided in the negative. id. p. 426. 

On the question to agree to the third section of the bill, as 
sent from the house, on the following terms: — 

‘‘ Scd. 3. J}?i(I be it further enacted — That the President be, and 
he liereby is, further authorized and empowered, by letters pa- 
tent ;is aforesaid, to grant and convey to the said Rufus Putnam, 
Manassch Cutler, Robert Oliver, and Griflin Greene, and to their 
heirs and assigns, in fee simple, in trust for the uses above ex- 
pressed, a further (juantity of one hundred thousand acres of 
land: — Provided^ alxraijs, nexcrlhelcss — That the said grant of one 
hundred thousand acres shall be made on the express condition 
of becoming void, for such part thereof as the said company shall 
not have, within live years from the pjissing of this act, conveyed 
in fee simple, as a bounty, and free of expense, in tracts of one 
hundred acres, (o each male [)erson, not less than eighteen years 
of age, being an actual settler at the time of such convey- 
ance — 

It was determined in the atlinnative, by the following vote: — 

Tycs’ — M essrs. Bradley, Cabot, Foster, Izard, Langdon, Lee, 

Morris, Robinson, Slierman, Stanton, Wingate. — 11. 

JVaijs — Messrs. Burr, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Henry, Johnston, Monroe, Read, Rutherford. — 11. 

The numbers being equal, the Vicc-Pre.sident decided the ques- 
tion by giving the casting vote in favour of the section. 

It W’as then agreed to expunge the fifth section, as follows: — 

“ Sect. 6. And be it further enacted — 4'hat the Jh’esident shall 
be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered, to grant and 
convey, as ^aforesaid, to the said company of as'iociates, in the pro- 
portion of their respective rights and interests, the residue of the 
said one million five hundred thousand acres of land : Provided — 

The said company, or any of them, or of their agents, shall, 
within six years from the passing of this act, pay into the treasury 
of the United States therefor, at the rate of twenty-five cents 
per acre, W'ith the interest thereof: Provided, nevertheless — That 
bounty warrants for land may be received in payment for the 
whole or any part of the said tract, which shall remain after de- 
ducting the reserved lots.” 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And on the id. p. 428. 
17th the bill was again taken up for consideration, when it wa.s 
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moved to amend the second section, so as that the President of 
the United States shall be authorized to grant and convey to the 
said Rufus Putnam and others, one other tract of one hundred 
and twenty-five thou&and, in lieu of the two hundred and four- 
teen thousand, two hundred and eighty-five acres of land. This 
motion was decided in the negative. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to expunge the third 
section. 

It was then moved to add the following as an additional sec- 
tion : — 

Jl/u/ he it further oiactcd — That the tern\s hereinbefore al- 
lowed to the Ohio G)mpany of associates, so far as the same are 
applicable to, and respect the price of the lands to be granted in 
virtue of the first payment, and the admissibility of army bounty 
rights in discharge thereof, be, and they are, hereby extended to 
John Cleves Symmes, and his associates, the purchasers of a 
tract of land lying upon the Ohio, and between the Miami ri- 
vers: Provided, always^ and he it farther e?iaeted, that, instead of 
a donation of one hundred thousand acres, as mentioned in the 
third section, not more than sixty-six tliousand acres be granted 
to the said John (loves Symmes, and his associates, for the like 
purposes, and under the like conditions as are therein prescribed 
and required.” 

And the question being pul, this motion was determined in the 
negative by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Burr, Hawkins, Johnston, Monroe. — 4. 

JVays — Messrs. Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Eew, Foster, Henry, Langdon, Lee, Morris, Read, Robinson, 
Sherman, Stanton, Wingate. — IR 

The bill was then passed, as amended; and on the 18th, the 
House of Bepresciitatives concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate. 

The following message was tran«:mitted by the President of 
the United States to the two Houses of Congress, on the 20th of 
December, 1791. 

“ United States, Dccernhcr 20, 1791. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Pepresentatives : — 

“ T lay before you the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the governor of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and of 
sundry documents which accompanied it, relative to a contract 
for the purchase of a certain tract of land bounding on Lake 
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Erie ; together with a copy of a report of the secretary of slate 
on the same subject. 

‘‘G. Washing TON.*’ 

In the House of Representatives, the message and accompa- 
nying papers were referred to Messrs. Madison, Benson, and 
Sedgwick, with instruction to tiring in the necessary bill or liills. 

And on the 21st, Mr. Madison presented a hill for carrying into ii..i()urn I, 
clfect a contract between the United Slates and the state of 
J^ennsylvania, which was then read the first time, and, on the fol- 
lowing day, received the second reading, and was committed to 
a committee of the whole house. On the 23d, the bill was p, 430 , 
considered in committee, reported without amendment, and or- 
dered to the third reading, and, on the 2(>th, it was read the 
third time and passed. On the 2(>th, 27th, and 28th, this bill s. .Tournal, 
went through the various stages in the Senate, and was passed 
without cirncndment. 

In November, 1702, a letter was received by Congress from ir. journal, 
Messrs. Hebert and Company, of the city of Paris, stating certain P* 
propositions for the purchase of a quantity of vacant lands, the 
property of the United States. The letter was received by tlie 
Senate, transmitted on the KUh of November to the House of 
Representatives, and, after being read, was laid on the table. 

On the 27th of November, the speaker laid before the house 
a letter from tlie governor of the territory of the United States, 
north-west of tlie river Ohio, covering a petition of a number of 
inhabitants of St. \'inccnnes, on the Wabash, praying tliat the 
resurvey of their lands, directed by a late law, may be made at 
the public expense. 'J'hesc documents were referred to Messrs. 
Livermore, Muhleidierg, and liConard, with an instruction to re- 
port their opinion. On the 11th of December, Mr. Livermore jd. p. 628. 
made a report from thi^ committee, which was, taken Uj) for con- p 
sideration on the 31st. when the house adopted this resolution: — GJr. 

Resolved — That the survey, directed by the resolve of the 
late Congress, of the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand se- 
ven hundred and eighty-eight, of the lands ceded by the state of 
V^irgini.'i to the United States in the territory north-west of tlie 
river Ohio, and confirmed to the French and Canadian inhabi- 
tants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincennes, and 
the neighbouring villages, who, in or before the year one tliou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, had settled there, and had 
professed themselves cilizens of Viiginia, he made at tlie expense 
of tlie Unilcd Stat^‘^." 
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It was then ordered that Messrs. Livermore, Muhlenberg, and 
Leonard, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, in conformity^ with 
this resolution. On the 7th of January^, 1793, Mr. Livermore, 
from this committee, presented a bill to repeal part of a resolu- 
tion of Congress, of the 29th of August, 1788, respecting the in- 
habitants of Port St. Vincents; which was read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 
On the 5th of February, this bill was considered in committee, 
and reported without amendment. Being then amended in the 
house, it was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, 
on the bth, it was read the third time and passed. On the dth, 
7th, and Slh, the bill had the first and second reading in the Se- 
nate, and was referred to Messrs. Rutherford, Brown, and Brad- 
ley. The bill was reported without amendment on the 12th, ; 
and, on the 13lh, was read the third time and passed. 

On the 9th of February, 1793, a petition was presented to the 
House of Representatives from the French inhabitants of Galli- 1 
polls, praying that the title to certain lands in the territory of 
the United States, north-west of the river Oliio, which they pur- 
chased from the agent of the Sciota Company, in the year 1790, 
might be confirmed to them. This petition was referred to 
Messrs. Wadsworth, Sedgwick, Findley, White, and Barnwell, 
for examination. Also, on the 11th, the petition of Benjamin 
Arnaud and Francis Salamire, of Gallipolis, was presented, pray- 
ing that the attention of Congress might be given to the first pe- 
tition. To this petition the same reference was given. On the 
14th, Mr. Wadsworth made a report, which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and, on the 20th, it was taken up for consideration, 
when the House agreed to the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That there be granted to the said petitioners, 
thirty tliousand acres of land, to be divided among them in quan- 
tities proportioned to their late purchases of the Sciota Compa- 
ny; and that the further quantity of twenty thousand acres be 
divided equally among such of the said petitioners as are actual 
settlers of the said territory.^’ 


fl. Journal, 

p. 663. 
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It was then ordered that a bill be brought in, pursuant to this 
resolution, and Messrs. Wadsworth, Sedgwick, Findley, White, 
and Barnwell, were appointed to prepare and bring in the same; 
and, on the 22d, Mr. Wadsworth, from this committee, pre- id. p. 714. 
sented a bill to authorize a grant of land to the French inhabitants 
of Gallipolis, which was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. On the 26th, the p. 718 . 
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amendments were reported , which were agreed to the 
house, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for the IT. journal, 
I 3 illpa.ssecl third reading; and, on the 27th, the bill was read the third 
by House, passed. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and s. Journal, 

second time on the same day, and was then committed to Messrs. 1^* 

' Ellsworth, Brown, and Burr, to consider and report thereon. On 

the 2d of March, Mr. Ellsworth made a report from this com- id. p. 504. 
mittce, together with an amendment, which was disagreed to by 
the Senate. It was then moved to postpone the further conside- 
ration of this bill to the next session of Congress; but this mo- 
tion was determined in the negative. It was then moved that 
Rejected the bill pass to the third reading; but this motion being also dc- 
by Senate, cided in the negative, the bill was rejected. 

Various were the petitions and memorials presented during 
this period, with a view to the obtainment of portions of the pub- 
lic lands, upon which no legislation ensued, ^’’here was also a 
2.1 congroHR. petition or memorial presented on the l.Sth of December, 1791, 1701-02. 
V 'f t'( n of James Wilson and others, in behalf of the land companies h. Journal, 

Wilson on 0^ the Illinois and Oubachc, praying to be permitted to exhibit P* 
account of titles of the companies to certain western lands, heretofore 

Illinois and / . • /* i r i 

Oubachc purchased by the said companies, under the sanction ol lawful 
land com- authority, and to make proposals for a rca.sonable compromise, 

^ ^ which was referred to Messrs. Livermore, Fitzsimons, and Id. p. 558. 

Clarke. From this committee, Mr. Livermore made a report 
on the 3d of April, which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
there was no action on that report during this Congress. 
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1789 , 


iBt Congress. 
1st Session. 


<:|IAI*TKR IV. 

Creation of Exccnt i\'C‘ Ocpartmonts — 'Frcasiiiy — War — Foreig'n Affairs — Salaries 
— AN’csterii '["('ri-ilory — Terrilory South of Ohio — Accounts bc-twccn ITuitcei 
Stales and imlnitUial Slates — Soldiers’ A rreanig-es — Foreigni Inte rcourse — Con- 
suls — Mint — I'oreign Coins — 'I'reasury Rt g-ulations, 8cc. — Robert Morris — AI- 
leg'eel Violations of Raw by Secretary f>f Treasury — Coni])lalnts of Secretary 
concerning Riiniing of Reports — Fees for Transfer of public Securities. 


Executive 
depart- 
ments , 


The creation of tlic executive departments was necessarily an ii. .Journal, 
object of the early solicitude of (Congress. Soon after the orga- 
nization of the two houses was completed, this subject was deli- 
berated u])on in the committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, of the House of Representatives; and, on the 20tli of 
IVIay, Mr. Trumbull, the chairman of that committee, reported 
to the liousc a resolution, which was, on tlie following day, 
amended, and agreed to, in the following form: — 


Resolved — That it is the ojiinion of this committee, tliat 
there ought to he established the following executive depart- 
ments; to wit: a department of foreign afl'airs, at the head of 
which shall he an odiccr to lie called secretary to the United 
States for tiie department of foreign alfairs, removable by the 
President; a treasury department, at the head of which shall be 
an officer to he called secretary to the United States, for the trea- 
sury department, removable by the President; a department of 
war, at the head of which shall he an officer, to be called secre- 
tary to the United States, for the department of war, removable 
by the President.’' 


Committee ordered that a committee, to consist of eleven 

to prepare members, he appointed to prepare the iiccessar}^ hills, and Messrs. 

* ' .Baldwin, Vining, Livermore, Madison, Benson, Burke, Fitz- 
simons, Boudinot, Wadsworth, fierry, and Cadwaladcr, were 
appointed of this committee. 

War, and 2d of June, Mr. Baldwin, from this committee, pre- la. p. 44, 

foreign af- seated a bill to establish an executive department, to be de- 
nominated the department of war; and also a hill to establish 
an executive department, to he denominated the department 
of foreign affairs; both of which bills were then read the first 
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lime. On the following day, they received their second read- 
ing, and were committed to a committee of the whole house 
for the next Tuesday. On the 4th, Mr. Baldwin presented a ll.Joimial, 
bill to establish an executive department, to be denominated 
the Treasury Department, which was read the first time, and re- 
ceived the second reading on the 5th, and was committed for Id. p. 47. 
the following Tuesday. This order was, on tiie 10th, post- 
poned until the next Tuesday, and on that day, the Ihlh, the Id. p. 49. 
house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on the bill es- 
tablishing an executive department, to be denominated the de- 
partment of foreign affairs. The committee were engaged on id. p. 50, 
this bill during the 17th, 18th, and 19th, when several amend- 
merits were rcpor’tcd, which, on the 22d, were taken up for 
consideration by the house, and agreed to. 

A motion was then made further to amend the hill, by striking 
out the words in case of vacancy in the said oflice of secretary 
to the United States, for the department of foreign afi'airs,’^ in 
the second enacting clause, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words 
‘‘whenever the said principal oflicer shall be removed from of- 
fice by the President of the United States, or in any other case 
of vacancy.’^ 

[There had been a considerable discussion in committee of Eeigli’s 
the whole, on the words, in the first clause of the bill, to be 
removable from oflice by the President of the United States,” 450 — 600 . 
which Mr. White moved to strike from the bill. The motion 
was opposed by Mr. Madison, Mr. Vining, Mr. Bond i not, Mr. 

Ames, ]\Tr. Hartley, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lee, Mr. 

Silvester, Mr. Scott, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Baldwin; and was de- 
fended by Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 

Sedgwick, Mr. White, Mr, Gerry, Mr. Livermore, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Page, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Stone, Mr. lienson. On the 
motion to strike out the words, it was decided* in the negative; 
ayes 20, nocs 34. A motion was then made by Mr. Carroll to 
limit the operation of the act, but he withdrew his motion to 
enable Mr. White to move to strike out the clause respecting 
the salary, and this motion was agreed to.] 

The question being taken on the motion before the house, it ii. Journal, 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — p. 50,51. 

— Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Car- 
roll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hart- 
ley, Heister, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., Moore, Muh- 
lenberg, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Silvester, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth. — 30. 

VoL. I. — 55 
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JVoes — Messrs. Cadwalader, Coles, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 
Huntington, Livermore, Mathews, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Sherman, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Sump- 
ter, Tucker, White. — 18. 

It was then moved further to amend the bill, hy striking out ll.Joimtal, 
the words to be removable from oflice by the President of the 1^’ 

United States,” in the first enacting clause. This was the mo- 
tion which caused the debate in committee, to which reference 
has been made, and the decision of the committee was now re- 
versed, the question being determined in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Clymer, 

Coles, Gerry, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Leo- 
nard, Javermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sherman, Sin- 
iiickson, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, Sumpter, Vining, 

White. — 31. 

JVa's — Messrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Carroll, Contcc, Fitz.si- 
mons, Gilman, Hartley, Ileister, Lawrance, JiCO, Schureman, 
Sedgwick, Seney, Smith, of Maryland, Silvester, Thatcher, 
Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth. — 19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. ij. p. 52. 
On the 24ih it received the third reading, and the question being 
then put, on its passage, was determined in the affirmative, as jj, p, 52, 
foilow^s : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, Cad- 
walader, Carroll, Clymer, Contec, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ileister, Huger, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sin- 
nickson, Silvester, Trumbull, Vining. — 29. 

J\ocs — Messrs. Coles, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, Huntington, Jack- 
son, Leonard, Livermore, Mathew^s, Pago, Parker, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Sherman, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White. — 22, 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it received the s. Journal, 
first reading on the 2fith, but was not taken up for the second ^2^^’ 
reading until the 14ih of July, when it produced a debate, which 
continued during the 15th, 10th, and 17th. On the last named 
day, it was agreed to expunge, in the first line, the words “ Con- 
gress of the United States,” and to insert “ Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled,” and the bill was then ordered to the third reading. On 
the 18th the bill was again considered. Previously to any question 
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being put, the Senate adopted an order that, in taking the yeas 
and nays, where the Vice-President is called upon to vote, the 
secretary propose to him the question. It was then moved to 
strike out of the bill these words, page 3d, line 15th, “by the 
President of the United States,” and the yeas and nays being re- 
quired thereupon by one fifth of the Senators present, it was de- 
termined as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Few, Grayson, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, Langdon, 

Lee, Maclay, Wingate. — 9. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Morris, 

Paterson, Read, Strong. — 9. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided tlic ques- 
tion, by recording his vote in the negative. It was therefore 
determined that the clause should be retained. 

A motion was then made to strike out the following words: — • 

Line Ath. ‘Such duties as shall, from time to time, be en- 
joined on, or intrusted to him by the President of the United 
States, agreeably to the Constitution, relative to correspondences, 
commissions, or instructions, to or with public ministers or con- 
suls from the United States, or to negotiations with public mi- 
nisters from foreign slates or princes, or to memorials or other 
applications from foreign public ministers, or other foreigners, 
or to such other matters, respecting foreign affairs, as the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall assign to the said department. 

And, furthermore, that the said principal olFicers shall conduct s. journal, 
the business of said department, in such manner as the Presi- p.42, 43, 
dent of the United States shall, from time to time, order or in- 
struct.’ 

And in lieu thereof, to insert as follows: ‘ the duties of his 
office with integrity, ability, and diligence.’ This question, also, 
was decided in the negative. 

A motion to strike out of line 13th, these words, “ To be ap- 
pointed by the said principal officer,” was likewise determined 
in the negative. 

It was then agreed to expunge ihc proviso in lines 17th, ISth, 
and 19th, as follows; — Provided, nevertheless — Thai an ap- 
pointment of such chief clerk shall be valid, until the same shall 
have been approved by the President of the United States.” 

The question was then put on concurring in the bill, as now 
amended, and was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Henry, Morris, Paterson, Read, Strong. — 10. 
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Nays — Messrs. Few, Grayson, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, Lang- 
don, Lee, Maclay, Wingate. — 9. 

The House of Representatives, on the 20th, considered and 
agreed to the amendments. 

On the 23d of July, it was moved, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, ^^That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
supplementary to the act for establishing the department of fo- 
reign affairs, declaring that department to be hereafter denomi- 
nated ; and that the principal officer in that department 

shall have the custody of the records and seal of the United 
States; and that such bill do contain provision for the fees of 
office, to be taken for copies of records; and further provision 
for the due publication of the acts of Congress, and other matters 
relating to tlie premises, as the committee shall deem necessary 
Rejected, to be reported to this house. This motion was rejected. 

On the 2 Uh, the House of Representatives, in committee of 
the whole, considered the bill for establishing an executive de- 
partment, to be denominated the Department of War, and having 
gone through the same, reported several amendments, which 
were agreed to on the following day, and the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for the third reading. The bill was read the third 
time on the 27th, and was passed, and sent to the Senate, where 
it was read the first time on the Gth of July, received the second 
reading on the 21st, and, on the 4th of August, was taken up 
on the question of its third reading. It was then moved to 
strike out these words, in lines Gth, and 7tb, ‘‘and naval,’^ 
ships, or “ naval affairs;’^ but this motion was not agreed to. 
A motion was then made to strike out the words, line 14th, 
“and, who, whenever the said principal officer shall be removed 
from office by the President of the United States. The ques- 
tion, on this motion, was decided in the negative, as follows: — 
Yeas — Messrs.' Butler, Few, Gunn, Grayson, Johnson, Izard, 
Langdon, Lee, Wingate. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, 
King, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. — 10. 

Amended The Senate then concurred in the bill, with the following 
by Senate, amendments: — 


H. Journal, 
p. 63. 

H. Journal, 
p. 65. 


Wati De- 

TAllTMENT. 


Bill passed 
by House. 


II..Toiinal, 
p. 53, 54. 


S. Journal, 
p. 3y. 44. 
51. 


Id. p. 52. 


Line 1. After ^ Be it enacted by ihe^ strike out ‘ Con- 
gress of the United Slates, and insert ‘ Senate and House of 
Bepresent alive s of the United States of dimer ica, in Con- 
gress assembled. ’ 

“ Line 3. After ‘ war,’ strike out ‘ and.’ Strike out ‘ by rea- 
son of,’ and insert, ‘ for.’ 
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^ Provided, nevertheless — That no ap- 
pointment of such chief clerk shall be valid, until the same shall 
have been approved by the President of the United States.’ 

These amendments being communicated to the House of Rc- 
Tlousecon- P^esentativcs on the 5th of August, were there considered and 
cur. agreed to. 

TiiEAsuRY House of Representatives, on the 25th of June, delibe- 

Depart- rated, in committee of the whole, on the bill establishing an ex- 
ecutive department, to be denominated the Treasury Depart- 
ment;” and resumed the subject on the 29th and 30th, when 
several amendments were reported to the house, which were fur- 
ther amended on the 1st of July, and the bill was then ordered to 
Bill passed engrossed for the third reading. And, on the 2d, the blanks 
by House, having been fdled up, the bill was read the third time and passed, 
and was sent to the Senate, wdiere it received the first reading 
on the Gth, and was read the second time on the 21st; the sub- 
ject of the second reading was resumed on the 2fHh, and 30th; 
and, on the 31st, the bill was further considered and discussed, 
Acted on. OB the question of the third reading. A motion to strike out, at 
the end of the first paragraph, the words and an assistant to 
the secretary of the treasury,” was rejected; as, also, was a mo- 
tion to strike out the wwds secretary of the treasury,” and to 
insert three superintendents of the treasury.” Tlic hill was 
then concurred in by the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments: — 

Amend- Page 1, line 5. After ‘treasury,’ insert ‘ which assistant shall 
appointed by the said secretary.’ 

Lmc 20. Strike out ‘of.’ Between the words ‘debts’ and 
‘ due,’ insert ‘ that arc or shall be.’ 

“ Page 2, line 3. Between the words ‘ the ’ and ‘ house,’ insert 
‘ Senate, and.’ 

Line 15. Strike out ‘ three,’ and insert ‘six.’ 

‘‘ Line 20. Strike out ‘ certify upon,’ and insert ‘ record.’ 

“ Line 21. After ‘treasury,’ insert ‘certify the same thereon.* 

“ Line 23. Strike out these words : — ‘ And be it further enaetvd — 
That the assistant to the secretary of the treasury shall be ap- 
pointed by the President ; and whenever the secretary shall bo re- 
moved from office by the President of the United States, or in any 
other case of vacancy in the office of secretary, the assistant shall, 
during the vacancy, have the charge and custody of the records, 
books, and papers, appertaining to the said office.’ 

“ Line 28. Strike out, ‘ that shall be.’ 


1789. 


H. Journal, 
p.72. 

Id. p. 54. 


Id. p. 55, 

56. 

Id. p. 57. 

S. Jcnirnal, 
p. 39. 44 
49, 50. 
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“ Page 3, line 5. Strike out these words, ‘ on conviction, be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, shall forfeit the penalty of 
five thousand dollars, and be for ever incapable of holding any of- 
fice under the United States; and any other officer, herein men- 
tioned, so ofTending, sliall be removed from office, and pay a fine 
of two thousand dollars: tlie forfeitures under this act to go, one- 
half to the United States, the other half to him who will sue for 
it,’ and insert tlicsc words, ‘be deemed guilty of a high misde- 
meanor, and forfeit to the United States the penalty of three 
thousand dollars; and shall, upon conviction, be removed from of- 
fice, and for ever thereafter incapable of holding any office under 
the United States: Provided — That if any other person than a 
public prosecutor shall give information of any such ofTence, upon 
which a prosecution and conviction shall be had, one-half of the 
aforesaid penalty of three thousand dollars, when recovered, shall 
he for the use of the person giving such information.’” 

The House proceeded to consider these amendments of the iL.Tournal, 
Senate, on the 3d and 4th of August. On the last named day, 
the following resolution was adopted: — 

“ Resolved — That this house dotli agree to so much of the eighth 
amendment as proposes to strike out the following words, in the 
seventh clause of the bill; namely: — ‘The assistant to the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall be appointed by the President, and,’ 
and doth disagree to such other part of the said amendment, as 
proposes to strike out the residue of the clause.” On the 5th, id. p. 72. 
the other amendments of the Senate were agreed to by the 
House. The Senate, on the same day, adopted a resolution to s. Journal, 
insist on their eighth amendment, as it was originally passed. On P’ 
the 10th, the House of Representatives resolved to desire a con- ii. Journal, 
fcrencc with the Senate, on the subject matter of the said eighth P- 
amendment; and Messrs. Madison, Fitzsimons, and Boudinot, 
were appointed managers on the part of the house. The Se- S. .Tournal, 
natc, assenting to the conference, appointed Messrs. Johnson, Lee, 
and Strong, to be their managers. On the 14th, Mr. Johnson Id. p. 59. 
reported to the Senate that the managers on their part had con- 
ferred with the committee of the blouse of Representatives, on ii. Journal, 
the disagreement of the two houses, but could not agree upon a P- 
report. The report of the managers on the part of the House 
was made by Mr. Madison on the 24th, when the House adopted 
a resolution to adhere to their disagreement to so much of the 
eighth amendment of the Senate, as had been disagreed to by 
the House, and insisted on by the Senate. The Senate resumed 
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the consideration of the subject on tho 25th, when, on a motion 
to recede from their resolution to insist on their amendment, the 
question was determined as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, King, 
Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuyler. — 10. 

JVaijs — Messrs. Butler, Dalton^ Few, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, 
Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Wingate. — 10. 

The numbers being equal, the question was decided by the 
Vice-President, who gave his vote in the atlirmative; so that 
the Senate determined to recede from their dibagreernent. 

On the 5th of August, it was resolved by the House of Re- 
presentatives, that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to 
establish the salaries of the executive otliccrs of government, 
with their assistants and clerks;” and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Law- 
rance, and Griilin, were appointed of such committee. And, on 
the 2 Itb, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 
in conformity to this resolution, which was then read the first 
time, and received the second reading on the next day, when it 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. Tiiis bill 
was considered in committee of the whole on the 2Stb, and se- 
veral amendments were reported, which, after being amended, 
were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. On the 2yth, the bill was read the third time, and 
the question, on its passage, was decided in the allirmativc by 
the following vote: — 

diyes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, 
Cadwaladcr, Gale, Goodhue, Griilin, Hartley, Heister, Jackson, 
Lawrance, Lee, Mathews, Moore, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sturges, 
Trumbull, Tucker, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Coles, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Grout, Hathorn, 
Livermore, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaei:, Schureman, Se- 
ney, Sinnickson, Stone, Sumpter, Thatcher. — IG. 

The bill having been sent to the Senate, \vas there read the 
first and second time, on the 31st of August, and 1st of Septem- 
ber, and on the 7th it was read the third time and passed, with 
nine amendments. On the 8th, the House considered and dis- 
posed of these amendments, some of which were disagreed to, 
and others adopted. The amendments agreed to, were the first, 
fourth, seventh, eighth, and ninth. It was then resolved by the 
Senate to recede from the second and sixth, and to insist on the 
third and fifth amendments; and on the 9th the House of Repre- 
sentatives receded from their disagreement to the tliird and fifth 
amendments of the Senate. 


1789. 


S. Journal, 
p. 6J. 


II. Journal, 
p. 72. 89. 


ia.p.92,93. 


S. Journal, 
p. 68. 72. 


II. Journal, 
p. 104. 


S. Journal, 
p. 76. 


H. Journal, 

p. 106. 
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On the 3(1 of April, 1790, a motion was submitted to the House 
of Representatives, that the secretary of state be authorized to 
Supple- employ one additional clerk, with a salary of eight hundred dol- II. Journal, 
luy IjUI annum.; and this motion was referred to Messrs. Vining, 

Sherman, and Lee, with instructions to prepare and bring in a 
bill in conformity to this motion; and, on the 13th, Mr. Vining, id. p. 193. 
from this committee, presented a bill supplemental to the act for 
establishing the salaries of the executive officers of government, 
with their assistants and clerks, which then received the first 
reading, and was, on the next day, read the second time, and id. p. 194. 
committed to a committee of the whole house. Tiie bill was 
considered in committee of the whole on the 29th, when several 
amendments were reported, and the bill was then ordered to be 
Passed by engrossed for a third reading; and on the 30th the bill was read id. p. 205, 
Jioijse, ihe third time and passed. 

And Sc- In the Senate this bill was read the first time on the same day, s. journal, 
nute. Qf May, received its second reading, and was re- P^1‘^5,13G. 

ferred to Messrs. Few, Izard, and Ellsworth. Mr. Few reported 
the bill on the 2 Sth of May, when it was read the third time and 
passed. 

RcsHion An act, in addition to an act for establishing the salaries of the 1701 . 
Act in nd- executive officers of government, with their assistants and clerks, n^.ioiirnul 

ditiontosa- introduced into the House of Representatives in this third p. 399,400. 
buy act. . . * , . . 

Passed ly passed without obstruction. The object of this s. journal. 

House. bill was to add two liundrcd dollars to the annual salary of the chief p-299. 

clerk of the auditor. The bill was read in the Senate a first and jj p 337 ^ 
second time on the 2 d of March, and was ordered to a third read- 
ing. On the 3d, the question on the third reading being before 
Amended the Senate, and the bill having been amended, it was determined 
by Senate. |^]^at the bill should pas.s, as amended, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, Hawkins, Henry, 

Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, 

Schuyler. — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Foster, 

Johnson, Stanton, Strong, Wingate.— -9. 

The amendments of the Senate were as follows: — To the end 
of the bill, add, ‘‘ %/ind he it further enacted — That there be al- 
lowed to the clerks employed in the several offices attached to 
the seat of government, in addition to their respective salaries, 
their reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by the remo- 
val of ingress from the city of New York to the city of Phi- 
ladelphia/! ..V 
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• jstconpress %dnd he it further enacted — That there be allowed to the as- 

:id Session. . i • i i- ♦ 

sistant secretary of the treasury, iii addition to his salary, for one 

year, commencing with the passing of this act, four hundred dol- 
lars, to be paid in the same manner as his salary.’’ 

Amend- These amendments being sent to the House of Representatives n. journal, 
, concurrence, were there agreed to on the same day. 


2<1 Conprepfl. 
2<1 Session 


Rill to raise 
.salaries of 
commis- 
sioner and 
auditor. 


Passed ])y 
IlOLUiC, 


And by Se- 
nate. 


On the 28th of February, 179.'!, at the second ses.sion of Ihc 
second Congress, it was ordered by the House of Representatives 
that Messrs. Filzsimons, B. Bourne, and Murray, be a commiltee 
to prepare and bring in a bill to increase the salaries of tlie com- 
missioner of the revenue, and the auditor of accounts ; and, on the 
1st of March, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a 
bill making addition to the compensation of the auditor of the 
treasury, and the commissioner of the revenue, wJiich was then 
read the first time, and afterwards received the second reading, 
and was committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill 
was considered, on the 2d, in committee of the whole, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the liousc. 
The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bill as 
amended, and was decided as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 
Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, 
Key, Lawrance, Lee, Muhlenberg, Murray, Parker, Sedgwick, 
W. Smith, Steele, Thatcher, Tucker, Willis. — 21. 

JVoes — Messrs. Clarke, Giles, Gordon, Greenup, Grove, Hill- 
house, Kitchell, Livermore, Macon, Niles, Orr, Silvester, Jere. 
Smith, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Ward. — 17. 

The bill was then read the third lime and passed, and was 
sent to the Senate for their concurrence; whcrCj on the same day, 
it received its three several readings, after an unsuccessful mo- 
tion to postpone its consideration to the next session of Congress, 
and was passed. 


1 1, .loiiriKiI, 
1).722.725. 


1(1. p. 731, 
732. 


Id. p. 733. 

S. Journal, 
p. 503,504. 


jstcoiiKrcss. At the third session of the first Congress, on the lOth of Febru- 1701. 
1791, it was ordered by the House of Representatives that 
Messrs. Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and Ames, be a committee to pre- 
Billsiippie- pare and bring in a bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An H. Journal, 
nuMitaiy to ^^t to establish the treasury department and, on the idl^d, Mr. 
suryacr^ Boudinot presented a bill bearing this title, which .warf read the id. p, 386. 
Vor T — 56 
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jflt Congress, first and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 

3<1 S<*sa)nn . 

house. The bill was considered in committee on the 24th, and H. .Toumal, 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the 
house ; and the hill was then ordered to be engros.sed for the third 
Bill passed reading. On the following day, the blanks having been filled up, id. p. 390. 
by House. 1 ^ 1 ^^ 1 ^ 1 , time, and p<assed. In the Senate, the s. Joumd, 

bill was read the first and second time on the 2r)th and 2()th, and 
was committed to Messrs. I'dlswo-rth, Butler, Read, Strong, and 
King. A motion had been made in the Senate, on the 21th, to 
agree to the following resolution: — 

“Whereas, the duties of the treasury department are greatly u. p. 281. 
increased by different acts passed since the establishment of the 
office, insomuch as to make the salaries of the ofiieer.s inadequate 
to the fatigue and attention requisite; and whereas, the time of 
the present session will not admit of regulating the salaries by 
bill:— 

Resolved — That, for the space of one year, the salaries of the 
different officers shall be advanced in the proportion of 25 per 
cent, on their present allowance.'’ 

It was then ordered that this motion be referred to Messrs. la. p. 280. 
Ellsworth, Butler, Read, Strong, and King, together with a sinu- 
lar motion respecting an additional allowaince to the attorney ge- 
neral, which had been made on the preceding day — so that this 
committee had now the bill and the two motions before them. 

On the 26th, Mr. Ellsworth, from this committee, reported vari- id, p. 290. 
Amended ous amendments, which were adopted, and the bill w^as tiicn Gr- 
and passed [o the third reading. On the 28th, the bill w\as read the 

by Senate. . , . . » 

third time and passed, wdth the following amendments: — 

Seel. 3, line 6. After ‘dollars,’ insert ‘pc?* annum' 

“ At the end of the hill add — ‘ Seel. 4. And he il further enael- 
rdj by the authority aforesaid — That there '^hall be allowed, for one 
year, commencing with the passing of this act, to the register, 
two hundred and fifty dollars; and to the auditor, the comptroller 
of the treasury, and the attorney general, four hundred dollars 
each, in addition to their respective salaries, and to be paid in 
the same manner.’ ” 

The title w^as also amended, by adding to it the following 
words: “And for a further compensation to certain oflicers.” 

House con- The House of Representatives, on the 1st of March, agreed to ii. Journal, 
the amendments of the Senate. P- 


cur. 
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2d Congress. 
1st Session 


Bill con- 
cerning ul- 
terutions in 
treasury 
and wurde- 
partiucnts. 


On the 3d of April, 1792, being the first session of the second S. Journal, 
Congress, the Senate adopted an order, by which Messrs. King, 

Strong, and Ellsworth, were appointed a committee to consider 
and report whether any, and what, alterations are necessary to 
be made in the acts establishing the treasury and war depart- 
ments. Mr. King, on the 10th, reported a bill on the subject, id.p.l22— 
which was then read the first time, and received the second read- 
ing on the following day. On the 12th and 1 3th, the bill was fur- 
ther considered and discussed, as also on the 14th and 17th. The 
T2th section having been so amended as to read as follows; — 


“ 6V(7. 12. And he it further aiactcd — That, in addition to the 
compensations allowed to the comptroller, auditor, treasurer, and 
register of the treasury, by the ‘ Act for establishing the salaries 
of the executive officers of government, their assistants, and 
clerks,’ and to the attorney general, by the ‘Act for allowing cer- 
tain compensations to the judges of the Supreme and other courts, 
and to the attorney general of the United States,’ the said officers, 
respectively, shall be allowed the following yearly sums; name- 
ly: — The comptroller, four hundred dollars; the auditor, four hun- 
dred dollars; the treasurer, four hundred dollars; the register, five 
hundred dollars; and the attorney general, four hundred dollars.” 

Fussed by question being taken, on agreeing to the section as 

Senate. amended, it was decided in the affirmative, by the follow- 

ing vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Eurr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, .Johnston, Langdon, Lee, 

Monroe, Morris, Head, Sherman, Stanton, Strong. — 20. 

JVaijs — Messrs. IJradlcy, Robinson, Wingate. — 3. 

It was further agreed to amend the bill, by increasing the sala- id/p. 427 - 
ry of the accountant of the department of war, from one thou- 
sand to one thousand two hundred dollars. 

The bill was then, by unanimous consent, read the third time id. p. 428 . 
and passed. 

On the 18th of April, the bill received two readings in the ii. .Toumal, 
House of Representatives, and was then committed to a committee P* 
of the whole. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 7th of May, when various amendments were reported, id. p. COl. 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill was then read 
Passed by the third time and passed. The Senate, on the same day, con- s. Journal, 
House. curred in the amendments of the House, with an amendment to 
the amendment to the thirteenth section, to wit, after the word 
“ revenue,” in the third line of the amendment, insert “ to the 
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commissioners of loans, and to all persons employed in 
their respective oflices.” This amendment was concurred in by ii. journal, 
the House of Representatives on the same day. P’ 


ifltconcress. On the Mtli of .Tilly, 1789, it was ordered by the House of 17R9. 
Representatives, that a committee be appointed to prepare and 
A\Vsicrn bring in a bill, or bills, to provide for the government of the wes- H. Journal, 
tciritoi>. territory; and Messrs. Fitzsimoris, Sedgwick, and Brown, 

were appointed to prepare the same. Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 
Rill to pro- IGth, reported a bill to provide for the government of the terri- id. p. 61. 
vciimcnr north-w^est of the river Ohio, wdiich was then read the first 

time. On the 17th, the bill received its second reading, and was id. p. 62. 
committed to a committee of the whole ; and on the 20th, the id. p. 63. 
bill was taken up for consideration in committee, w^hen several 
amendments were reported to the house, which were agreed to, 

Passed by and the hill was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 

Ilou.se. ]jbl was read the third time, and passed on the following day. 

In the Senate, the bill received its first reading on the same day, s. .Tourn.d, 
and w^as read the second time on the 3d of August; and on the 
4th, the Senate proceeded to the third reading of the bill. A 
motion was then made to amend the bill, by inserting after the 
word “ President,” in the last line of the second section, the words 
by and with the consent of the Senate it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Grayson, Johnson, Izard, 

Langdon, Wingate. — 8. 

J\ays — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsw^orth, Elmer, Henry, King, 

Morris, Read, Stanton, Strong. — 10. 

Amended "file bill was then concurred in, with the following amend- 
by Senate, merits: — 

“ Lific 10. After ‘ United Slates and,’ strike out ‘all appoint- 
ments to ofiiccs, which by the said ordinance were to have been 
made by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be made 
by the President of the United States, wdth the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate,’ and insert these word.s: ‘ tlie President sliall 
nominate, and by and witli the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint all officers which, by the said ordinance, were to 
have been appointed by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled.’ 

Line 17. After ‘ shall,’ insert ‘ be.’ ” 

These amendments were agreed to by the House. H. .Toumal, 

p. 71, 72, 
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Executive Departments — Western Terntoiy. 


1792. 


Rill report- 
ed. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 19th of Ja- ll..TounKd, 
nuary, 1792, a memorial was presented to the House of lleprc- P 
sentatives, from George Turner, one of the judges of the terri- 
tory of the United States north-west of tlie Ohio, praying a re- 
vision of the ordinance for the government of the said territory, 
and also an increase of compensation to the judges tliereof: 
which memori(d was referred to Messrs, Livermore, Lawrance, 

White, Williamson, and Smith, of South Carolina. Mr. laver- id. p. 544. 
more, on the 22d of March, made a report from this committee, 
which was taken up by the house for consideration on the next 
day, when the following resolution was adopted : — 

“/ic.soLvv/ — That the laws of the territory north-west of the 
Ohio be pi-inted, under the inspection of the secretary of state, 
and delivered to the governor and judges, to be distributed for 
the information of the inhabitants. 

"‘'Jdiat the odicial duties of the se cretary of the said territory 
])C under the control of the I.aws of the territory. 

‘‘ Tliat the governor and judges have power to repeal these 
laws, if found to be impro{)er. 

“That a single judge, in the absence of tlic other judges, he 
autliori/cd to hold a court. 

“ That the secretary of state })rovidc seals for the said terri- 
tory, 

“That the military power be subordinate to the civil power. 

“That the limitation act, passed by the governor and judges 
of said terrilory, the twenty-eighth day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-eight, ought to be lepcaled by 
Congress. 

“That certain expenses incurred by two of the jud<ges in 
purchasing a boat to carry the judges and soldiers .as an escort 
on the circuit, and also for sending an express, amounting to 
, ought to be paid by the Unil(;d Stated.” 

It was then ordered, that a bill, or liills, in conformity with this 
resolution, be brought in, and Messrs. Livermore, Lawrance, 

White, Williamson, and Smith, of South Carolina, were appoint- 
ed a committee to jircparc and bring in the same. 

On the 31st of March, Mr. Livermore, from tliis committee, id. p. 555. 
presented a bill in addition to an act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
for the territory north-wcst of the river Ohio, which was read 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole liousc. This hill was considered in committee of the 
whole; on the 8tli of May, when it w^as reported with an amend- 
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2 d Congress, mcnt ; whicli was agreed to by the House, and the bill was then h. Journal, 
IV 11 engrossed, and read the third time on the same day. The bill P* 

by House having been transmitted to the Senate, received its three several S. Journal, 
and Senate, readings Oil the same day, and was passed. 


Ist Congress. 
2d Session 


Tcirllory 
south of 
Ohio. 


Bill passed 
by Senate, 


And ])y 
House, 


There was also a Senate bill passed during the second session 
of tlie first Congress, in reference to this suliject. On the 71h of 
April, 171)0, it was ordered, that Messrs. Ellsworth, Johnston, 
and Strong, be a committee to bring in a bill, for the govern- 
ment of the territory of the United States, south of the river 
Ohio. INIr. Ellsworth reported this bill on the Oth, when it was 
read the first time ; it was discussed on its second reading, on 
the 12th and l.'lth, and, on the 14th, was read the third time, 
and passed, and sent to the House of Representatives for their 
concurrence. On the 14th and Ibth, the bill received its first 
and second reading in the house, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole. It was taken up for consideration in com- 
mittee of the whole, on the 28th of April, and was reported 
without amendment; after which it was amended in the house, 
and ordered to be read the third time. On the following day, it 
was read the third time, and passed. The amendments were 
considered in Senate on the 4th of May, when it was resolved 
that the Senate do not agree to the proposed amendments. And 
on the 5th, the blouse adopted a resolution to recede from their 
amendments. 


1790. 

S. Journal, 
p. 130. 


Id. p. 131. 
Id. p. 132. 


II. Journal, 
p. 194. 


Id. p. 203, 
204. 


S. Journai, 
p. 137. 

H. Journal, 
p. 209. 


Congress. ^as found necessary to create a board of commissioners, for 17H9. 
js t Session scttlemciit of tlic accounts between the United States and 
Accounts individual states. The legislation on this subject will properly 
between u come under the spopc of this chapter. 

individud Hn the 14th of July, 1789, Mcs.srs. Baldwin, Sturges, and ii. journal, 
states. Smith, of South Carolina, were appointed a committee of the 61. 

Bill House of Representatives to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, 
to provide for the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual states, agreeably to the ordinance of 
the late Congress. Mr. Baldwin, on the lOth, presented a bill id. p. 62. 
to that effect, which was then read the first time, and, on the 
17th, received its second reading, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was taken up for conside- 
ration in committee, on the 22d, and was reported without id. p. 64. 
amendment. A motion was then made, and agreed to, to dis- 
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iBt Congress, charge the committee of the whole from the further considera- H. Journal, 

1st Session. ^ ^ . . m*- t» • 

tion of the bill, and to recommit it to Messrs. Baldwin, Sturges, 
and Smith, of South Carolina. On the 2 llh, Mr. Baldwin, from foumal 
this commitleCj reported an amendment to the bill, which w'as p. 47. 49, 
agr eed to, and the bill w’as then ordered to be engrossed for the 
Passed by third reading. And, on the 27th, the blanks in the bill being 
Senate. filled it vvaa read the third time, and passed. In the Senate, 
the bill received its three several readings on the 27th, 29th, 
and 30th, and was passed by that branch without amendment. 


2d Scysiou. 

Ibll to in- 
crease sa- 
laries. 


Passed by 
House. 


Rejected 
by Senate. 


Rill to add 
two com- 
nii.ssloners 
to the 
board. 


On the 19th of February, 1790, the speaker laid before the 
House of ]lc])resentatives a letter from the board of commis- 
sioners for settling accounts, respecting the insuniciency of the 
salaries allowed by law to the clerks employed in that depart- 
ment, which letter, on the 22d, w'as referred to Messrs. Oerry, 
Trumbull, and Gale. Mr. Gerry, on the 2()th, made a report 
on the subject, which w^as laid on the table; and, on the 5th of 
March, this report w’as considered, and w’as recommitted to the 
same committee, with instructions to j)repare and bring in a hill 
in conformity with the re])ort. Mr. Geriy, on the Sth, pre- 
sented a bill for increasing the salaries of clerks, in the otUce of 
the commissioners for settling accounts between the United 
Stales and Individual slates, which w’as then read llie first time, 
and was read the second time on the 9th, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for the third leading. On the lOlh, tlie bill was read 
the third time, and passed. In the Senate, this bill was read the 
first time on the 11th, and was taken up on the second reading 
on the 12l,h; and on the 90lh, when a motion being made to as- 
sign a day for the third reading of the hill, it w^as decided in the 
negative. Thus the bill was r(;Jcctod, the oliject being accom- 
plished by an amendment to a more general hill, the passage of 
which has already been noticed. 

On the 4th of August, Mr. Madison moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for adding two commissioners to the board established 
for settling accounts between the United States and the indivi- 
dual states; and, leave being granted, Messrs. Madison, Vining, 
and Wadsworth, were appointed a committee to prepare and 
bring in such bill. Mr. Madison, on the same day, presented a 
bill, which was read the first and second time, and committed to 
a committee of the whole house for the same day. The house 
then considered the bill in committee, and the bill was reported 
with an amendment, wdiich was agreed to by the house; and the 
question being then put on the engrossment of the bill, it w\as 
decided in the aflirmativc, as follows: — 


17 90. 

II. .lournal, 


Id. p. 164. 
Id. p. 169. 


Id. ]>. 171, 
172. 

S. Journal,, 
]). 119,120. 

Id. p 125, 


II .7 on mat, 
p. 288. 
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iBtconpress. Jlycs — Mcssrs. Amcs, Ashe, Bald win, Benson, Blood worth, 

2d Session. ^ . n. ^ -i 

Brown, Burke, Carroll, Cdymcr, Coles, Fitzsimons, Gales, Gil- 
man, Griflin, Grout, llarllcy, Iloistcr, Huntington, Lee, Madi- 
son, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, 
Scott, Scncy, Sevier, Stone, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Wads- 
worth, Wliite, Wynkoop. — 3Ck 

Noes — Messrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Floyd, Foster, Ger- 
ry, Ilathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Livermore, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher. — 19, 
Passed by On the following day, the bill was read the third time, and 
House. passed. 

In Senate, the bill received its first reading on the same day; 
and, on the following day, the bill having been again taken up 

Rejected for consideration, and the question being put, Shall tliis bill 
by Senate, second reading.^’’ — it was decided in the negative. 

More ef- On the 20th of April, the House of Representatives adopted 
fkmait^^of ^ I'csolution to appoint a committee to inquire what further mea- 
iiccounts. sures arc necessaiy for making an clfcctual and sj)ecdy settle- 
ment of the accounts of the several states with the United States, 
and to ])rcpare and bring in a bill pursuant thereto. And Messrs. 
F'itzsimons, Williamson, Smith, of Maryland, Schureman, and 
Sturges, were appointed of this committee. And, on the 23d, 
for the purj)osc of obtaining all necessary information, the house 
adopted the following orders: — 

Calk for OrdcTcd — That the secretary of the dcjiarimcnt of war be 

directed to lay before the house an account of the troops, (in- 
cluding the militia,) and also of the ordnance stores, furnished, 
from time to time, by the several state.s, towards the support 
of the late war; and that the commissioners for settling the ac- 
counts of the United States with the respective states, be directed 
to lay before the house an abstract of the claims of the several 
states against the United States, specifying the principles on 
which the claims are founded. 

Ordered — Tliat the secretary of the treasur}^ be directed to 
report the sums of money, including indents and paper money 
of every kind, reduced to specie value, which have been re- 
ceived from, or paid to, the several states, by Congress, from the 
commencement of the revolution to tlic present period. 

Ordered — That the commissioners for settling accounts be- 
tween the United States and individual states, report the amount 
of such claims of the states as have been otfered to them since 
the time expired for receiving claims, specifying the principles 


1790. 


S. .Toiimal, 
p. 288, 289. 


S. Journal, 
p.l99, 200. 


IT. Journal, 
p. 196. 


hi. p. 199. 
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on which the claims arc founded, and distinguishing them from 
other claims.” 

On the 2d of May, the speaker laid before the house a letter ll. Journal, 
and report from the commissioners, in obedience to the above or- P* 
der. And on the 11th, the speaker also laid before the house Id. p. 214. 
reports from the secretary of war, and the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in compliance with the directions sent to them on this sub- 
ject. 

The following motion was also submitted to the house, on the 
7 th of May : — 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of war be, and he is hereby, id. p. 210. 
directed to cause accurate lists to be forthwith published in the 
newspapers of the states of Virginia and North Carolina, of all 
the otlicers and soldiers who are entitled to receive certain ar- 
rears of pay due to the lines of the army of the said states, for 
which money was granted and appropriated by Congress at their 
last session ; and that payment be made to the said oflicers and 
soldiers, or, where dead, to their legal representatives, under the 
same regulations as have been adopted for the payment of inva- 
lid pensioners, in pursuance of an act passed at the last session of 
Congress, entitled ‘ An act providing for the payment of the in- 
valid pensioners of the United States,’ and that no claim of any 
assignee, under any transfer or power to receive the same, be ad- 
mitted as valid, to entitle any person to receive any part of the 
said arrears of pay, due to the officers or soldiers of the said 
lines, except as aforesaid.” 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Bland, Williamson, and id. p. 216, 
Burke. Mr. Bland presented a report from this committee on 
the 14th, which was taken up for consideration on the 17th, 
when the house amended the resolutions of the committee, and 
adopted them in the following form: — 

‘‘ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be forthwith transmitted to the executives 
of the states of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, a 
complete list of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates of the lines of these states, respectively, wffio are entitled 
to receive arrears of pay, due for services in the army, in the 
years 1782 and 1783, annexing the particular sum that is due to 
each individual, with a request to the executives of the said states, 
to make known to the claimants, in the most effectual manner, 

VoL. L— 57 
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‘ITSioT*’ arrears arc ready to be discharged on proper ap- 

plication. 

tioS^^of^ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 

Housc. quested to cause the secretary of the treasury to take the ne- 
cessary steps for paying (within the said states respectively) the 
money appropriated by Congress, on the 29th day of September, IL Journal, 
1789, for the discharging the arrears of pay due to the troops of 
the lines of the said states respectively. 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury, in cases where 
the payment has not been made to the original claimant, in per- 
son, or to his representatives, be directed to take order for making 
the payment to the original claimant, or to such person or per- 
sons only as shall produce a power of attorney, duly attested by 
two justices of the peace of the county in which such person or 
persons reside, authorizing liim or them to receive a certain spe- 
cified sum.** 

These resolves were, by the Senate, committed to Messrs. Ells- s. Journal, 
worth, Lee, Johnston, Izard, and King. Mr. Ellsworth, on the 
20th, made a report, which was considered on the 21st, and which 
was as follows; — 

Amended “III first rcsolvc, page 1st, 71h, insert ‘and* before 
by Senate, t ]VJorth Carolina,* and expunge ‘and South Carolina.’ 

“ Subjoin the following at the end of the last resolution: — ‘ Ex- 
cept where certificates or warrants have been issued under the 
authority of the United States, for any of the said arrears of 
pay, and the same shall be produced by the claimant or claimants. 

Except, also, where powers of attorney, otherwise attested or 
expressed than as aforesaid, drawn before the passing of these 
resolutions, shall be presented, and no circumstances shall ap- 
pear before, or within four months after, demand made, by vir- 
tue of them, of the commissioner or agent that shall be intrusted 
to pay out the moneys aforesaid, rendering it probable, in the 
opinion of such commissioner or agent, that the said powers of 
attorney are forged, or have been obtained by fraud.’ ” 

It was then agreed to adopt the first resolution in this form. 

The second resolution of the house was also agreed to. It was 
then moved to agree to the third resolution of the house, sub- 
joining the first exception reported by the committee; to wit: 

Except where certificates or warrants have been issued under 
authority of the United States, for any of the said arrears of pay, 
and the same shall be produced by the claimant or claimants;’* 

'^and the question being taken on this motion, it was decided as 
follows; — 
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Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Read, Walker, Win- 
gate. — 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Morris, Schuyler, Strong. — 9. 

It was then determined to strike out the word four,’’ before 
the word “ months,” in the second exception reported by the com- 
mittee. It was then moved to agree to the second exception of 
the committee, and the question being put, was decided as fol- 
lows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, Izard, S. Journal, 
King, Langclon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Walker, Wingate. — 11. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President decided the II. .Toumal, 
question by giving the casting vote in the negative. The reso- 
lution, in its amended form, was then agreed to. The House of 
Representatives, on the 24th, concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate. 

On the 27th of May, Mr. Fitzsimons, from the committee ap- Id. p. 224. 
pointed for that purpose, presented a bill to provide for the set- 
tlement of the accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual states, which was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken id. p. 232, 
up, and considered in committee of the whole on the 1st, 2d, 3d, 
and 4th of June; \\'hen a motion was made and agreed to, that 
the committee of the whole house be discharged from further 
proceeding thereon, and that the bill lie on the table. On the Id. p. 234, 
7th and Sth, the bill was further considered, discussed, and 
amended, and was then ordered to be engrossed and read the 
third time. And on the 9th, after receiving the third reading, id. p. 236, 
it was again committed to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Williamson, 
Sedgwick, Wadsworth and Madison. On the 17th, Mr. Fitz- id. p. 244. 
simons reported, from this committee, an amendatory bill, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a eommit- 
tee of the whole house. The bill w’as taken up and considered 
in com.mittee on the 21st, when several amendments were re- 
ported, which were agreed to by the house. It was moved to 
amend the bill by striking out, in the fifth section, the words, 

the rule for apportioning to the stales the expenses of the war, id. p. 246. 
shall be the same that is prescribed by the Constitution of the 
United States, for the apportionment of representation and di- 
rect taxes, and according to the first enumeration whiclj shall be 
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made.^^ The question being taken on this motion, it was de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Aslic, Baldwin, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Ha- 
Ihorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Livermore, Sedgwick. — 10. 

NodS — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Gale, 

Goodhue, GriiTin, Grout, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Leonard, 

Madison, jr., Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Partridge, Van Rens- 
selaer, Schureman, Scott, Sency, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Williamson. — 45. 

The bill was tlicn ordered to be engrossed for the third read- H.Jonnial, 
ing, and on the 22d the bill was read the third time and passed. P- 
In the Senate, the bill was read the first and second time on the s. Journu], 
23d; and on the oOlli, and the 1st of July, it was further dis- P- 
cussed on the question of its second reading, and was committed id. p. 372, 
to Messrs. King, Strong, Read, Ellsworth, and Hawkins. Mr. 

King, on the 3d, reported from this committee several amend- jd. p. 174 , 
ments to the bill, which were agreed to on the 6 th, and the bill 
was ordered to the third reading. On the 7 th, the bill was again 
committed to Messrs. Mon is, Schuyler, King, I>ec, and Ells- 
worth. On the 8 th, the hill was again reported by Mr. Morris, id. p. 176. 
with amendments, and the Senate having agreed to amend the* 
bill accordingly, it was again ordered to the third reading; and 
on the Pth the bill, in its amended form, was read the third time 
and passed. On the 13th and 14th, the House of Rcprescnla- ij. .JoumaJ, 
tives considered the amendments of the Senate, and determined 
to disagree to all of them, and to desire a conference with the 
Senate on the subject; and appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Wads- 
worth, Boudinot, Fitzsimons, and Williamson, to be managers 
on their part. The Senate, also, on the 14th, agreed to the confe- S. Journa], 
rence, and appointed Messrs. Ellsworth, King, and Lee, to be 
their managers. On the 21 st, Mr. Sedgwick made a report to 
the House of Representatives, and the House adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions; — 

Resolved — That this house do insist on so much of their disa- 
greement to the first amendment, as proposes to strike out the 
second section of the bill, and the words, ‘ Awf/ he it further en- 
acted,^ in the third section, and do agree to such other parts of 
the said amendment as propose to strike out all ilic words in the 
first section, from the word ‘ assembled,’ to the end thereof, with 
an amendment, to insert, in lieu of the words so stricken out, the 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


453 


Chap. IV. 

1st Congress, 
iiti Bcssioii. 

Kosolii- 
lions of 
House. 


Resolu- 
tions of 
Senate. 


2(1 Congress 
1st, S(. 


Executive Depart men ts— Accounts with States 1790. 

following words: ‘That a board, to consist of three commission- 
ers, be, and hereby is, established to settle the accounts betw^een 
the United States and the individual states : and the determina- 
tion of a majority of the said commissioners, on the claims sub- 
mitted to them, shall be final and conclusive; and they shall have 
power to employ such number of clerks as they may find neces- 
sary. 

“ Resolved — That this house do insist on their disagreement to 
the second and sixth amendments, and do recede from their dis- 
agreement to the third, fourth, fifth, and seventh amendments. 

“ Resolved — That this house do disagree to the amendment pro- 
posed by the conferees, in the third line of the third section, for 
striking out the word ‘July,’ and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
word ‘ April.’” 

In the Senate, Mr. J']llsworth made a report from the managers, 
on the 21st; and, on the 23d, the Senate proceeded to consider 
the resolutions of the House of Representatives, when the follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted : — 

“ Resolved — That the Senate recede from so much of their s. .lourn.il, 
amendment, section 1st, as to agree to the amendment of the p-itiT'jlHH, 
House of Representatives on the amendment, as follows: After 
the word ‘ assembled,’ scetiofi isl, line 2(7, ‘ that a board, to con- 
sist of three commissioners, be, and hereby is, established, to set- 
tle the accounts between the United States and the individual 
states; and the determination of a majority of the said commi.^- 
sioners, on the claims submitted to them, shall be final and con- 
clusive; and they shall have power to employ such number of 
clerks as they may find necessary.’ 

“ That they recede from their amendments to the third sec- 
tion, and 

“From their sixth amendment, and agree to restore the sixth 
section.” 


On the 21st of November, 1791, being the first session of the 1791. 
second Congress, the House of Representatives appointed Messrs, n. joumal" 
Dayton, Griffin, and Hartley, to be a committee to prepare and p- 458. 
bring in a bill, or bills, for extending the time limited for the set- 
tlement of the accounts of the United States with the individual 
states; and, on the 23d, Mr. Dayton, from this committee, pre- id. p. 461, 
sented a bill to extend the time limited for the settlement of the 
accounts of the United States with the individual states, which 
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was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house ; and, on the 30th of December, the hill 
was considered in committee, and an amendment was reported, 
which was agreed to by the house, and the bill was then or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read the third time. On the 2d of Janu- 
ary, 1792, the bill was read the third time and passed. In the Se- 
nate, this bill was read the first time, on the 3d, and was considered 
and discussed on the question of the second reading, on the 4th 
and r>lh, wlicn it was committed to Messrs. Bradley, Monroe, and 
Ellsworth. On the lOlh, Mr. Bradley reported sundry amend- 
ments, which were adopted, and the bill was then ordered to the 
third reading; and, on the 11th, the bill was passed with the fol- 
lowing amendments : — 


H. Journal, 
p. 483. 


S. .Tournal, 

p. 362,363. 


‘1(1. p. 364. 
370. 


After the first section, insert the following : 

“ Srcl. 2. // f wilier cfiadcd — That the aforesaid act shall 

extend to the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the state of Vermont ; and that, until the first day of 
December next, shall be allowed for the said state to exhibit its 
claims.” 

‘‘ And that section 2 be made to read seciioii 3.” 


On the 13th of January, the House agreed to the amendments 
of the Senate. 


On the r>lh of December, Mr. Bradley gave notice that on the ^ p 45^^ 
^Pintoex- following Friday, he should move for leave to bring in a bill, in 
lime. addition to, and alteration of, an act, entitled “ An act to extend 
the time limited for settling the accounts of the United States 
with the individual slates.” And on the 7th, he introduced the id. p. 462. 
bill, wdiich w^as then read the first time; and on the 10th, after 
some debaie on the question of the second reading, was commit- 
ted to Messrs. Bradley, Strong, King, Ellsworth, and Brown. 

On the 13th, Mr.' Bradley reported amendments to the bill; and id. p. 463. 
the bill, having been amended in conformity thereto, w^as ordered 
Passed by to the third reading. The bill wans read the third time, and 
Senutc. passed, on the 14th, and w\as then sent to the House for concur- H. Journal, 
rence, where it was read the first and second time, and commit- P^649. no, 
ted to a committee of the whole house ; and, on the 21st of Fe- 
bruary, 1793, the bill was considered in committee, and reported 
without amendment. It was then moved to amend tbe bill, by 
striking out the first section, in the words following; to wit : — 

“ Be it enacted^ hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled — That the second 
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section of the said act, which extended the powers of the board 
of commissioners to the settlement of the accounts between the 
United States and the state of Vermont, be, and hereby is, re- 
pealed.” 

And the question being put on this motion, it was determined 
in the negative by the following vote : — 

cs — Messrs. Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Huger, Kittera, Lee, Livermore, 

Smith, Sturges, Tucker, Venable, Willis. — 17. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Fitzsimons, Giles, 

Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Grove, Hartley, Heister, 

Hillhousc, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Millcdge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 1. Smith, Steele, That- 
cher, Tredwcll, Wadsworth, Ward, White, Williamson. — 39. 

The bill was then ordered to be read the third time, and on ii. Jouma], 
the 23d, it was read the third time, and on the question of its 
[)assage, the decision was as follows : — 

Af/cs — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, 

Cl rove, Hartley, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, J^eonard, 

Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, 

Grr, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sterrett, Tredwcll, Ward, White, Williamson. — 39. 

JVors — Messrs. Barnwell, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Cicrry, 

Gilman, Hindman, Huger, Lee, Livermore, W. Smith, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Venable, Willis. — 17. 


Iiv the message of the President opening the second session of 1790. 
the first Congress, the necessity of atibrding facilities to the in- s. .loumal, 
tercourse with foreign nations, is urged in the following extract : P* 

“The interests of the United States require that an inter- n. .lounuil, 
course with other nations should be facilitated by such provisions P* 
as will enable me to fulfil my duty, in that respect, in the man- 
ner which circumstances may render most conducive to the pub- 
lic good; and, to this end, that the compensation to he made to 
the persons who may be employed, should, according to the na- 
ture of their appointments, be defined by law ; and a competent 
fund designated for defraying the expenses incident to the con- 
duct of our foreign affairs. 
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iRtoongresa. On thc 15th of Jcinuarv, it was ordered by the House of Re- H. Journal, 

SeHRKtn ^ •’ l<i1 

_ ppcsentatives, that a committee be appointed to prepare and * ’ ‘ 

Coinnriittce bring in a bill, or bills, for making compensation to persons em- 
ployed in thc intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations; and Messrs Sedgwick, Huntington, and Lee, were ap- 
pointed of said committee. Mr. Sedgwick, on the 2lst, from Id. p. H4. 
this commitce, presented a bill, providing the means of inter- 
course between the United States and foreign nations, which 
was then read thc first time, and on thc following day, received 
thc second reading, and was committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered and discussed in commit- 
tee on thc 25tb, 2(>th, and 27th, when several amendments were Td.p.l46— 
reported, which were agreed to by thc house, and thc bill was 
ivai order- ordered to be read thc third time. On thc 24th of March, on la. p. 182. 

thc question of the third reading, thc bill was recommitted to 
Uecoimnii- Mcssrs. Scdgwick, Huntington, and Lee; and on thc 31st, Mr. id. p. 186. 
^^Amcnda- ^^dgwick, from this committee, reported an amendatory bill to 
toiybill. the same efTcct, which was then read the first time, and, on the 
following day, was read the second time, and committed to a 
committee of thc whole house. Thc bill was taken up for con- id. p. 202, 
sidcration by thc house, in committee, on thc 27th, when several 
amendments were reported, which were considered and agreed 
to on the 29th, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
Passed by third reading. Thc bill was read thc third time, and passed. 

House. on thc 30th, and wa.s then sent to the Senate for concurrence, s. .Toumal, 
wlicre it received thc first reading on thc same day, and, on the 9- 
3d of May, was read (he second lime, and referred to Messrs, id. p. 138. 
Strong, Ellsworth, Carroll, Maclay, and Few. Mr. Strong made 
a report from this committee on the 7th, and, on the 10th, the id. p. 144, 
Recommit- bill was recommitted. On the 25th, Mr. Strong reported an 
amendment to the bill, by striking out from thc word “ always,” 
in thc (jth IhiCf to thc word “ also,’’ in the 12th Vmc, inclusive; 
which report was accepted, and the bill being amended accord- 
ingly, was ordered to the third reading. On the following day, 

Amended the bill was read the third time, and passed, as amended. Thc 
by Senate. Uoiisc of Representatives, on the 27th, proceeded to consider h, journal, 
thc amendment of the Senate, striking out the following words: — p- 224.225. 

That the President shall not allow to any minister plenipo- 
tentiary a greater sum than at the rate of nine thousand dollars 
j)cr annuTTiy as a compensation for all his personal services and 
expenses; nor a greater sum for the same, than three thousand 
dollars to a charge des affaires; nor a greater sum than one thou- 
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sand three hundred and fifty dollars for the same, to any of their 
secretaries; and that each of tjhe ministers aforesaid, and their 
secretaries, shall be entitled to one quarter’s salary, after re- 
ceiving leave to return, or a recall from the court to which they 
may respectively be appointed: ^ncl jjrovidedy also.^^ 

And the question being put on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Gale, Goodhue, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ilcistcr, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Parker, 
Partridge, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Trumbull, Vining, 
Wynkoop. — 18. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Burke, Carroll, Coles, Contce, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Ger- 
ry, Gilman, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leonard, Liver- 
more, IMadison, jr., Malhew’S, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Van 
Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, (Sil- 
vester, Sinnickson, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, 
Williamson. — 08. 

So the House resolved to disagree to the amendment of the s. Journal, 
Senate. On the 2Sth, the Senate considered this determination P- 
of the House, and adopted a resolution to msist on their amend- 
ment to the bill. On the same day the subject was again taken h. Journal, 
up for consideration in the House of Representatives, and a mo- P‘ 
tion was made that the House do recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment, when the question being put on this motion^ 
it was decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

tdyes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Cadwalader, Clymer, Good- 
hue, Griffim, Huntington, LawTance, Lee, Parker, Partridge, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Trumbull, Vining, Wyn- 
koop. — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Burke, Coles, 

Contec, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Fosler, Gerry, Gilman, Grout, Hart- 
ley, Hathorn, Huger, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Page, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Se- 
ney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Alaryland, 

Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, William- 
son. — 37. 

The House of Representatives, therefore, determined to insist 
on their disagreement. 

On the 31st, the Senate determined still to in^st on their S. Journal, 
amendment, and to request a conference on the subject, with 
such committee as the House might appoint; and Messrs. King, 

Yol. I. — 58 
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ist^onRjTss. Izard, and Read, were appointed managers on the part of the Se* 

nate. And the House, having agreed to the said conference, ap- H. Journal, 
pointed Messrs. Gerry, White, and Williamson, to be the mana- 
gers on their part. Mr. King, on the 23d of June, made tj|^ fol- 
lowing report: — 

Report in ^‘That llic word ^ thirty,’ Hne 3d, of the bill, be struck out, s. Jounial, 
Senate. word Horty ’ inserted: that the Senate do recede from 

their amendment on the bill, and that all the words proposed to 
be struck out of the bill by the Senate, except the three last 
words, be expunged, and the following words be inserted in 
their stead: ‘ That, exclusive of an outfit, which shall in no case 
exceed the amount of one year’s full salary to the person to wdiom 
the same may be allowed, the President of the United States 
Mihail not allow to any minister plenipotentiary, a greater sum 
than at the rate of nine thousand dollars aniiuin, as a com- 
pensation for all liis personal services and other expenses; nor a 
greater sum for the same, than four thousand five hundred dol- 
lars annum to a charge dcs afiiiires; nor a greater sum fur 
the same, than one thousand three hundred and fifty dollars per 
annmn to any of their secretaries.” 

This report was agreed to, and was sent to the House of Re- h. Journal, 
presentatives for their concurrence. P’ 

In the House of Representatives, Mr. Gerry made a report 
from the managers, on the 21th ; and, on the next day, the house 
proceeded to consider the amendments of the Senate, and adopted 
the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That this house do agree to the said amendments, 
with the following amendments; namely: — 

Amend- “ Strike out the word ‘ person,’ and, in lieu thereof, 

meuts of insert Hhe minister plenipotentiary or charge des affaires.’ 

“ Line 19lh. Strike out ‘ any of their secretaries,’ and, in lieu 
thereof, insert ‘ the secretary of any minister plenipotentiary.’ ” 

Senate The Senate, on the 25th, concurred in these amendments, and s. .lournal, 
concur. |ji|i was passed. P* ^56. 


2d Congress. The President of the United States, in his annual message at 1709 

2d Session. i . /• i ° ^ 

— the commencement ot the second session of the second Congress, s. journal, 

called the attention of that body to the circumstance of the ex- P* 
piration of the law on this subject, at the close of this session, p 
The committee of the whole, to whom this message was referred, 
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•ai Congress. oD thc 21st of November, 1792, in reference to this subject, re- 

•2<lSp8sion. 11/.,,. , . 

ported the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that pro- ii. Journal, 
vision be made, by law, for the maintenance of the intercourse P* 
with foreign nations.” 

Bill to con- And, on the following day, Messrs. Sedgwick, Dayton, and Leo- id. p. 625. 
amend ex- vvere appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill 
ibtinglaw. pursuant to this resolution. Mr. Sedgwick, accordingly, on the 

7th of December, presented a bill to continue in force, for a li- IJ. p. 635. 
mited time, and to amend, the act, entitled “ An act providing 
the means of intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations;” which was then read the first and second time, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. - On the 17th of id. p. 674. 
January, 1793, thc bill was considered in committee of the w^hole, 
and reported without amendment, and was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read thc third time. Thc bill was read the third 
Passed by time and passed on thc 18th, and was sent to the Senate, where s. Journal, 
House, received the first reading on thc same day; and, on the 24th, 

thc consideration of the bill was resumed, and, after some debate, id. p. 474. 
it was read the second time. On the 31st, the bill was again 
And Se- discussed, and was ordered to thc third reading. The bill was 
iiate. third time and passed on thc 5th of February. 


]sit Congress. On the 17th of June, 1790, being the second session of the first 

Congress, the House of Representatives ordered that a commit- H..iourna], 


Coxsia-q. tcc be appointed to consider whether any, and what, fees, per- 
Committee quisites, or other emoluments, shall be annexed to thc offices of 
on subject consul and vice-consul; and Messrs. Gerry, Boudinot, and Ilun- 
tington were appointed of such committee; and, on thc 1st of 
July, Mr. Gerry, from this committee, presented a report, which 
was considered on the following day, when the house adopted the 
following resolution : — 

‘‘ Resolved — That it shall and may be lawful for all consuls and 
vice-consuls of the United States, for every protest or deposition 
relative to letters of attorney, good.s, wares, and merchandise, bills 
of exchange, and other marine and mercantile affairs and trans- 
actions, with a certificate thereof, under their hands and seals re- 
spectively, to receive the sum of dollars. 

« Resolved — That citizens of the United Stales, appointed to re- id. p. 256. 
side in foreign ports and places, as consuls or vice-consuls of thc 
United Stales, shall be enabled to own any ships or vessels ih their 


Resolu- 
tions of 
House. 
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names, or in partnership with any other citizen of the United 
States, residing witliin the said states, and be entitled to all the 
privileges and advantages, in respect to such ships or vessels, as if 
such consuls or vice-consuls, respectively, owning said ships or ves- 
sels, actually resided within any port or place within the United 
States.” 

It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, pursuant 
to these resolutions, and that Messrs. Gerry, Boudinot, Hunting- 
ton, Wadsworth, and Goodhue, do prepare and bring in the same. 

It was then ordered that it be referred to the said committee to 
report a provision, 

‘‘ That, in foreign ports, where the laws of the kingdom or 
slate make it necessary that vessels should enter by the medium 
of a consul, and where the laws of such kingdom or state have 
determined that certain fees shall be paid to such consuls, the 
consul of the United States shall be authorized to receive such 
fees; and also, to report what further provision may, in the opi- 
nion of the said committee, be necessary for consuls and vice-con- 
suls of the United States.” 


Bill to es- 
tablish 
fees, &c. 


Passed by 
House. 


Mr. Gerry, on the 15th of July, presented, from this committee, ii. journal, 
an amendatory bill for establishing the fees and perquisites to be P- 
received by consuls and vice-consuls of the United States in fo- 
reign ports, and for other purposes therein mentioned, which was 
then read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. On the 19th and 20tb, the bill was i(i.p.273— 
considered in committee of the whole, and several amendments 
were reported, when it was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time. On the 21st, the bill was read the third time and s. Journal, 
passed, and sent to the Senate, where it received the first read- P 


ing on the same day, and was read the second time and commit- 


ted, on the 26th, to Messrs. Morris, King, and Langdon. Mr. id. p. 194. 
King made a report from this committee, on the 2d of August, s. Journal, 
Postponed and it was then ordered that the further consideration of the bill P- 
by Senate. postponed until the next session of Gmgress. 


seBBiop. The President of the United States having, in his message at ii. journal, 
Act con- the opening of the third session of this G)ngress, again called the P- 
coSs attention of Congress to the subject of consuls, it was ordered, on 

the 16th of December, that Messrs. Ellsworth, Hawkins, and s. Journal, 
Schuyler, be a committee to take into consideration, and report P- 
to the Senate, on that part of the President’s speech which re- 
lates to the appointment of consuls. Mr. Ellsworth, on the 7th 
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of January, 1791, reported a bill on the subject, which was then s. Journal, 
read the first time. On the 12th, the bill was considered, on the P* 
question of the second reading, and was recommitted to Messrs, id. p. 232. 
Ellsworth, Morris, Schuyler, Hawkins, and King. Mr. Ellsworth, 
on the 26th, reported amendments, which were adopted, and the 
bill having been amended accordingly, was read the second time, 
and ordered to the third reading. And on the following day the id. p. 236. 
bill was read the third time and passed. In the House of Re- it. Journal, 
presentatives, this bill was read the first and second time on the 
28(h of January, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. On the 2d of March, the hill was taken up for conside- 
ration in committee, when several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to by the house, and the bill w^as then read id. p. 400. 
the tliird time, and passed, as amended. The amendments of the 
house were to strike out all the bill, except the first section, and 
to amend the title to read thus: — An act for carrying intocfifect s. Jouiml, 
the convention between his most Christian Majesty and the United ‘399— 
States, respecting consuls and vice-consuls.” The first section, 
proposed to be retained, is as follows : — 

Sect. 1. Belt c?i acted y by the Senate and House of Represcjifa^ 
lives of the United States of Americuy in Conp^ress assembled — That 
where, in the seventh article of the said convention, it is agreed 
that there shall be no consul or vice-consul of the most Christian 
King, to attend to the saving of the wreck of any French ves- 
sel stranded on the coasts of the United States, or that the resi- 
dence of the said consul or vice-consul (he not being at the place 
of the wreck) shall be more distant from the said place than 
that of the competent judge of the country, the latter shall im- 
mediately proceed to perform the ollicc therein prescribed : the 
nearest district judge of the United States shall proceed therein, 
according to the tenor of the said article. The district judges 
of the United States shall also, within their respective districts, 
be the competent judges for the purposes expressed in the ninth 
article of the said convention, and it shall be incumbent on them 
to give aid to the consuls and vice-consuls of his most Christian 
Majesty, in arresting and securing deserters from vessels of the 
French nation, according to the tenor of the said article. 

“And where, by any article of the said convgntion, the con- 
suls and vice-consuls of his most Christian Majesty arc entitled 
to the aid of the competent executive officers of the country, in 
the execution of any precept, the marshals of the United States, 
and their deputies, shall, within their respective districts, be the 
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competent officers, and shall give their aid according to the te- 
nor of the stipulations. 

“ And whenever commitments to the jails of the country shall 
become necessary, in pursuance of any stipulation of the said 
convention, they shall be to such jails within the respective dis- 
tricts as other commitments under the authority of the United 
States are by law made.” 

And the sections proposed to be stricken out are the follow- 
ing:— ■ 

*^Seci. 2. And, for the direction of the consuls and vice-con- 
suls of the United States, in certain cases, 

Be it enacted.^ hy the authority aforesaid — That they shall 
have right in the ports or places to which they are, or may be, 
severally appointed, of receiving the protests or declarations, 
and all other acts, which such captains, masters, crews, passen- 
gers, and merchants, as are citizens of the United States, may 
respectively choose to make there: and also their testaments and 
other disposals by last will; and the copies of the said acts, duly 
authenticated by the said consuls or vice-consuls, under the seal 
of their consulates, respectively, shall be evidence in all courts 
of justice in the United States. It shall be their duty, in case 
of the absence of the legal representative, and where the laws of 
the country permit, to take possession of the personal estate left 
by any citizen of the United States, who shall die within their 
consulate: they shall inventory the same, with the assistance of 
two merchants of the United States, or, for want of them, of 
any others at their choice: shall collect the debts due to the 
deceased, in the country where he died, and pay the debts due 
from his estate, which he shall have there contracted: shall sell 
ouch part of the estate as shall be of a perishable nature, and 
such further part, if any, as shall be necessary for the payment 
of his debts; and* at the expiration of one year from his decease, 
the residue, and the balance of the estate, they shall transmit to 
the treasury of the United States, to be holden in trust for the 
legal claimants. But if, at any time before such transmission, 
the legal representative of the deceased shall appear and demand 
his effects in their hands, they shall deliver them up, being paid 
their fees, and shall cease their proceedings. 

For the information of the representative of the deceased, 
it shall be the duty of the consul or vice-consul, authorized to 
proc^^IlP aforesaid in the settlement of his estate, immediately 
to notify*ill,4eath in one of the gazettes published in the con- 
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sulate, and also to the secretary of state, that the same may be no- 
tified in the state to which the deceased shall belong; and he shall, 
also, as soon as may be, transmit to the secretary of state an in- 
ventory of the etfects of the deceased, taken as before directed. 

‘‘ Sect, 3. Jlnd he it further enacted — That the said con- 
suls and vice-consuls, in cases where ships or vessels of the 
United States shall be stranded on the coasts of their consulates, 
respectively, shall, as far as the laws of the country will permit, 
take proper measures, as well for the purpose of saving the said 
ships or vessels, their cargoes and appurtenances, as for storing 
and securing the effects and merchandise saved; and such inven- 
tory or inventories thereof, taken as aforesaid, shall, after deduct- 
ing therefrom the expense, be delivered to the owner or owners: 
Provided — That no consul or vice-consul shall have authority to 
take possession of any such goods, wares, merchandise, or other 
property, when the master, owner, or consignee thereof, is pre- 
sent, or capable of taking possession of the same. 

“ Sect. 4. Jind he it further enacted — That it shall and 
may be lawful for every consul and vice-consul of the United 
States, to take and receive the following fees of office, for the 
services which he shall have performed. 

For authenticating, under the consular seal, every protesf, 
declaration, letter of attorney, last will and testament, depo- 
sition, or other act, which such captains, masters, mariners, sea- 
men, passengers, merchants, or others, as are citizens of the 
United Stales, may respectively choose to make, the sum of two* 
dollars. 

For the taking into possession, inventorying, selling, and 
finally settling and paying, or transmitting as aforesaid, the ba- 
lance due on the personal estate left by any citizen of the United 
States, who shall die within the limits of his consulate, five per 
centum on the gross amount of such estate. 

‘‘For taking into possession, and otherwise proceeding on, 
any such estate which shall be delivered over to the legal repre- 
sentative before a final settlement af the same, as is hereinbe- 
fore directed, two and a half centum on such part delivered 
over as shall not be in money, and five per centum on the gross 
amount of the residue. 

“ And it shall be the duty of the consuls and vice-consuls of 
the United States, to give receipts for all fees which they shall 
receive by virtue of this act, expressing the particular ^vices 
for which they are paid. ^ 

Sect. 5. ^dnd be it further enacted — ThaC'fn case it be 
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found necessary for the interest of the United States, that a con- 
sul or consuls be appointed to reside on the coast of Barbary, 
the President be authorized to allow an annual salary, not ex- 
ceeding two thousand dollars, to each person so to be appointed: 
Provided — That such salary be not allowed to more than one 
consul for any one of the states on the said coast. 

“ ^ccL 0. And be it further enacted — Tlaat every consul and S. Journal, 
vice-consul shall, before they enter on the execution of their 
trusts, or if already in the execution of the same, within one 
year from the passing of this act, or if resident in Asia, within 
two years, give bond, with such sureties as shall be approved by 
the secretary of state, in a sum not less than two thousand, nor 
more than ten thousand dollars, conditioned for the true and 
faithful discharge of the duties of his oflicc, according to law, 
and also for truly accounting for all moneys, goods, and cflects, 
which may come into his possession by virtue of this act, and the 
said bond shall be lodged in the office of the secretary of the 
treasury. 

“ Sect. 7. A7id he it further enacted — That, to prevent the ma- 
riners and seamen employed in vessels belonging to citizens of 
the United States, in cases of shipwreck, sickness, or captivity, 
from suflfering in foreign ports, it shall be the duty of the con- 
suls and vice-consuls, respectively, from time to time, to provide 
for them, in the most reasonable manner, at the expense of the 
United States, subject to such instructions as the secretary of 
slate shall give, and not exceeding an allowance of twelve cents 
to a man diem, and all masters and commanders of vessels be- 
longing to citizens of the United States, and bound to some port 
of the same, are hereby required and enjoined to take such ma- 
riners or seamen on board of their ships and vessels, at the re- 
quest of the said consuls or vice-consuls, respectively, and to 
transport them tQ the port in the United States to which such 
ships or vessels may be bound, free of cost or charge ; but that 
the said mariners or seamen shall, if able, be bound to do duty 
on board such ships or vessels, according to their several abili- 
ties : Provided, that no master or captain of any ship or vessel 
shall be obliged to take a greater number than two men to eve- 
ry one hundred tons’ burden of said ship or vessel, on any one 
voyage ; and if any such captain or master shall refuse the same, 
on the request or order of the consul or vice-consul, such cap- 
tain or master shall forfeit and pay the sum of thirty dollars for 
each mariner or seaman so refused; to be recovered for the be- 
nefit of the United States, by the said consul or vice-consuL in 
his own name, in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
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“ Sect, 8, And be it further exacted — That citizens of the United 
States, appointed to reside in foreign ports and places, as consuls 
or vice-consuls of the United States, shall be enabled to own 
any ships or vessels in their own names respectively, or in part- 
nership with any other citizen or citizens of the United States, 
residing within the said states, and be entitled to all the privi- 
leges and advantages, in regard to such ships or vessels, as if 
such consuls or vice-consuls, owning such ships or vessels, actu- 
ally resided within any port or place within the United States, 
any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect. 9. And be if further enacted — That where a ship or ves- 
sel belonging to citizens of the United States, is sold in a foreign 
port or place, the master, unless the crew are liable by their 
contract, or do consent to be discharged there, shall send them 
back to the state where they entered on board, or furnish them 
with means sufficient for their return, to be ascertained by the 
consul or vice-consul of the United Stales having jurisdiction of 
the port or place. And, in case of the master’s refusal, the said 
consul or vice-consul may, (if the laws of the land permit it,) 
cause his ship, goods, and person, to be arrested, and held until 
he shall comply with his duty therein. 

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted — That the specification of 
certain powers and duties in this act, to be exercised or per- 
formed by the consuls and vice-consuls of the United States, 
shall not be construed to the exclusion of others, resulting from 
the nature of their appointments, or any treaty or convention 
under which they may act.” 

The Senate, having considered these amendments of the 
House, determined not to agree to them. The House, on the h. Journal, 
same day, adopted a resolution to insist on their amendments': P* 
and a communication to this effect being received by the Senate, 
that body resolved to adhere to their disagreement to the amend- o journal, 
ments. P- 

On the 3d of March, the House of Representatives, also, de- h. Journal, 
termined to adhere to their amendments, and thus the bill was p-403. 
lost. 

The House of Representatives, on the same day, granted leave id. p. 406. 
to bring in a bill or bills for carrying into effect a consular con- 
vention between His Most Christian Majesty and the United 
States; and Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Madison, and Vi- 
ning, were instructed to prepare and bring in the same. Mr. 

Smith shortly afterwards presented a bill, which was read the 
VoL. I. — 59 ^ 
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This 


M second, and third time, and passed on the same day. 

: bill was in the same words as the first section of the bill which 

Bill passed 

by House, was lost on the same day. Being transmitted to the Senate, it S. Journal, 
was there read the first time, and, on the question of its second P 
reading, the vote of the Senate stood thus: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, 
Johnston, Izard, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Monroe, Stanton, 

Strong.— 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Ellsworth, Johnson, King, Morris, 

Schuyler. — fi. 

The question was, therefore, decided in the negative, the rule 
rendering it necessary that there should be unanimous consent 
for reading a bill the second time, on the same day. And this 
Postponed being the last day of the session, the bill, consequently, was post- 
m Senate. ^jjj SCSsion. 


2(1 

iBt Hcshioii. 

BUI con- 
cerning" 
consuls. 


Id. p. 340, 
341. 


At the commencement of the first session of the second Con- 
gress, the subject of consuls was again brought before the Senate, 
as one of the items of business in which it would be proper for 
the Senate to proceed; and Messrs. Morris, Cabot, and Ellsworth, id. p. 335. 
were appointed a committee to report a bill concerning consuls 
and vice-consuls. On the 14th of November, 1791, Mr. Mor- 
ris, from this committee, reported a bill pursuant to this in- 
struction, which was then read the first time, and on the 15th 
and IGth, the question of the second reading was before the Se- 
nate, when the bill was committed to Messrs. Burr, Ellsworth, 

Strong, Morris, and Monroe, to report generally thereon. On 
the 2Sth, Mr. Burr reported sundry amendments, which were id. p. 343. 
Passed by agreed to, and on the 29lh, after the adoption of other amend- 
ments, the bill was read the third time and passed, being si- 
milar to the bill which was passed by tbc Senate at the pre- 
ceding session of Congress. In the House of Representatives h. Journal, 
this bill was read the first and second time on the 30th of P- 
November, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
House: the bill was taken up and considered in committee on 
the 9th of April, 1792, when several amendments were reported; id. p. 571. 
And by and having been agreed to by the House, the bill was ordered to 
the third reading, and was read the third time on the following 
day; and on the same day, the Senate concurred in the amend- s. Journal, 
ments of the House of Representatives. P- 


^Senate, 


House, 
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1 st Congress. On the 7th of April, 1790, at the second session of the first H.Jomml, 
Congress, a member from South Carolina presented to the House 
Mijrr. of Representatives a letter addressed to him from John 11. 

Boulton’s Mitchell of that state, stating proposals from Matthew Boulton, 
for su^^?y- kingdom of Great Britain, for supplying the United States 

in^ copper with copper coinage, to any amount that government should 
comajjc. thinly fit to contract with him for, upon the terms therein men- 
tioned. The letter and proposals were referred to the secretary 
of state, with an instruction tq examine the same and report his 
opinion to the House. The secretary of state made his report 
on this subject on the 15th, when the House adopted an or- 
Call on sc- der, “ That it be an instruction to the secretary of the treasury 
cretary of prepare and report to this house a proper plan or plans for the 
establishment of a national mint.^^ 

Pc^Pion. On the 30th of January, 1791, the speaker laid before the 1791. 
Secrctaiy’s House of Representatives the report of the secretary of the trea- ii..iournal, 
report. sury, on the subject of the establishment of a mint, made pursu- P- 
ant to the above order of the House. This report of the secre- 
tary having been communicated to the Senate, was there referred g. journal, 
Commit- to Messrs. Morris, Izard, King, Monroe, and Schuyler, to consi- p*239. 
natc”' der and report what was proper to be done. Mr. Morris made 

a report from the committee, on the 1st of March, which was jj. p. 092 , 
Report a- taken up on the following day, for consideration, and was agreed 
greed to. House then adopted the following resolutions: — 

Rcsolu- Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
tionsofSe- United States of dimerica, in Congress assembled — Tiiat 
a mint shall be established, under such regulations as shall be di- 
rected by law. 

Resolved — That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to cause to be engaged such artists and 
workmen as shall be necessary to carry the preaeding resolution 
into effect, and to stipulate the terms and conditions of their ser- 
vices, and also to cause to be procured such apparatus as shall be 
requisite for the same purpose. 

These resolutions being transmitted to the House of Represen- n. Journal, 
tatives for concurrence, the second resolution was there amended, P- 
by inserting after the word “such,’^ the word ‘‘principal;’^ and 
Adopted question, on the adoption of the resolutions, was then decided 
by House, in the affirmative, by the following vote: — ^ 

— Messrs. Boudinot, Cadwalader, Clymer, Contee, Fitz- 
simons, Floyd, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Lawrance, Lee, 
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: Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Trumbull, 

Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 25. 

X^oes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Burke, Foster, Giles, Hathorn, 

Heister, Huntington, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sherman, Sinnickson, 

Sumpter, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 21. 

It was also determined to amend the second resolution by ex- s. Journal, 
punging the words and workmen.’^ In these amendments of 
the House the Senate concurred. 


2d Congress. At the commencement of the first session of the second Con- 1791-92. 

gress, the necessity for the establishment of a mint was strongly h. Journal, 

Bill to es- urged by the President of the United States in his annual mes- P* 
mint!^ sage. And, on the 31st of October, 1791, it was ordered by the s. Journal, 
Senate that Messrs. Morris, King, Izard, Cabot, and Henry, be P' 
a committee to take into consideration the subject of a mint, 
and to report a bill thereon, if they think proper. Mr. Morris, id. p. 332. 
on the 21st of December, from this committee, reported “ a bill id. p. 3S9. 
establishing a mint, and regulating the coins of the United 
States,’^ which was then read the first time. The further conside- 
ration of this bill was continued on the 26th and 27th of Decern- id. p. 361, 
ber, and on the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th of January, when it was ^53 
ordered to the third reading, and on the question of the third p. 364. 
reading, on the 9th, the following amendments were agreed to: — 

Sect. 1. From line 14, expunge to the end of the section, 
and make the following the second section j to wit: — 

Sect. 2. %dnd be it further enacted — That the director of 
the mint shall employ as many clerks, workmen, and servants, 
as he shall, from, time to time, find necessary, subject to the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States. 

And to number the subsequent sections accordingly. 

Amended. moved further to amend the sixth section, by inserting, 

after the word accounts,’^ in the amendment, these words: — 

‘‘Of the disbursements of the said mint shall be rendered by 
the director thereof, at the treasury of the United States, for 
settlement according to the rules prescribed for the adjustment 
of accounts against the United States, in other cases. And the 
said direetor shall, likewise, once in each year, make a report to 
Congress sf tbe transactions of the said mint, accompanied by 
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. 2 d Congress, ail abstract of the settlement of said disbursements, which ab- 

Ist Session. ^ 

stract shall be certified by the comptroller of the treasury.’^ 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

Motions to It was then moved to amend the 9th section of the original 
amend. follows: — 

Line 9. Strike out the words ^ and silver.’ 

And after the word ^ America/ in the 11th Une^ erase to the 
end of the section, and in lieu thereof, insert, ^ And upon the 
reverse of each of the said silver coins, in tlie centre of the ex- 
ergue, there shall be an engraving of two hands united, and 
around the margin of the piece as many circles linked together, 
as there shall be states in the Union at the time of the coinage, 
each circle containing the initial letters of the name of its re- 
spective state; and between the representation of the united 
hands and the circles aforesaid, there shall be this inscription in 
an annular form, ^ Dollar of the United States of America,’ 
where the coinage shall be of a dollar; but where the coinage 
shall be of parts of a dollar, expressing the same, accordingly. 

And, on the reverse of each of the said copper coins, there 
shall be a representation of America, in the usual female figure of 
Justice holding the balanced scales, with this inscription, < To all 
their due;’ and around the margin this legend, expressive of the 
denomination of the piece, ‘Cent of the United States of Ame- 
rica,’ or half cent, as the case may be.” 

This motion, also, was decided in the negative. 

Passed by bill was taken up again on the 12th, and, after being fur- 

Seiiate. ther amended, was read the third time, and passed. 

In the House of Representatives this bill was read the first and jf. jotimab 
second time, on the 13th of January, and was committed to a P 
committee of the whole house; and on the 24th of March, the id. p. 547, 
bill was taken up and considered in committee^ and wa.5 reported 
with the following amendment 

“ In the tenth section, strike out the words, ‘ or representation 
of the head of the President of the United States for the time 
being, with an inscription, which shall express the initial or first 
letter of his Christian or first name, and his surname at length, 
the succession of the presidency numerically,’ and in lieu thereof, 
insert ‘ Emblematic of Liberty, with an inscription of the word 
Liberty.’ ” 

A division on this question having been demanded, fhe question 
was first taken on striking out the words which hive been re- 
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above, and this question was decided in the affirmative, by h. Journal, 
the following vote:— P- 

in House. Ayes — Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gregg, Keis- 

ter, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, Macon, Madison, 

Moore, Niles, Page, Seney, Jerc. Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tred- 
well, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 26. 

Noes — Messrs. Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Brown, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, 

Jacobs, Learned, Livermore, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Wm. 

Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. — 22. 

The motion to strike out having been agreed to, the question 
was then taken on the motion to insert the substitute which has al- 
ready been recited, and decided in the affirmative, as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Hill- 
house, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, Moore, Niles, Page, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Sil- 
vester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, W.ard, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — 42. 

Noes — Messrs. Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, Learned, Liver- 
more, Thatcher. — 6. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And on the u. p. 549 . 
20th, the bill was read the third time ; and the question being 
put on its passage, it was decided in the affirmative, by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudi- 
not, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Hartley, Heister, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Li- 
vermore, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, William- 
son. — 32. 

Noes — Messrs. Clarke, Findley, Giles, Gordon, Grove, Hill- 
house, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, Madison, Moore, Niles, Par- 
ker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Israel Smith, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tredwell, Venable, White. — 22. 

Senate dis- The bill having been returned to the Senate with the amend- s. Journal, 
agree. ment, it was, on the same day, resolved, that the Senate disagree P- 

to the amendment. The amendment was then returned to the n. Journal 
house, where it was moved that the house recede from their P- 
amendment, and the question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided m the negative, by the following vote 
Ayes^Me&sri Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
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B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hartley, Hill- 
house, Huger, Jacobs, Kittcra, Learned, Livermore, Sedgwick, 
Wm. Smith, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. 
—24. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Giles, Gordon, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, ICcy, Kitchell, J^ce, Macon, Ma- 
dison, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Seney, Jcrc. 
Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Vining, White, Williamson. — 32. 

It was then resolved that the house adhere to the said amend- 
ment, and on the 27th, the Senate determined to recede from 
their disagreement to the amendment. 

On the 30th of April, the Senate, on motion, adopted the fol- 
lowing order : — 

“ Ordered — That Messrs. Morris, King, Izard, Cabot, and Hen- 
ry, be a committee to inquire into the value of foreign coins in 
circulation within the United States, and, if they should think it 
expedient, to report a bill for ascertaining the rates at which 
they ought to pass, in conformity to the principles of an act, 
passed the present session, entitled ‘ An act establishing a mint, 
and regulating the coins of the United States,’ and also to report 
such other provisions as thgy shall think necessary for carrying 
into effect the intentions of the said act. Mr. Morris, on the 
3d of May, reported a bill, which was then read the first and se- 
cond time, and being amended, was, on the following day, read 
the third time, passed, and sent to the House of Representatives, 
where it was, on the 71h, read the first and second time, com- 
mitted, considered in committee, and reported w’ithout amend- 
ment, and, after being amended, was read the third time, and 
passed. On the same day, the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ments of the House. 


Il.Joiirnal, 
]). 5 j1. 

S. .loiirnal, 
p. 41G. 


Id. p. 434, 
435. 


Id. p. 437, 
438. 

H..Tourna1, 
p. 601.603. 


S. Journal, 
p. 443. 


Prcsident’.s 

message. 

Bill to a- 
mend act 
establish- 
ing a mint. 


At the opening of the second session of the second Congress, 
the message of the President of the United States contained the 
following reference to the mint : — 

In execution of the authority given by the legislature, mea- s. Journal, 
sures have been taken for engaging some artists from abroad to P* 
aid in the establishment of our mint ; others have been employed ii. Journal, 
at home. Provision has been made of the requisite buildings, and P- 
these are now putting into proper condition for the purposes of 
the establishment. There has also been a small beginning in 
the coinage of half dimes, the want of small coins in circula- 
tion calling the first attention to them. 
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The regulation of foreign coins, in correspondence with the 
principles of our national coinage, as being essential to their due 
operation, and to order in our money concerns, will, I doubt not, 
be resumed and completed.’’ 

On the 30th of November, 1792, the House of Representa- H. Journal, 
tives adopted an order, that a committee be appointed to pre- P’ 
pare and report a bill to amend the act establishing a mint, and 
regulating the coins of the United States, so far as respects the 
copper coinage ; and Messrs. Williamson, Page, and Kittera, 
were appointed of this committee. And, on the 31st of Decern- u. p. 657. 
her, Mr. Williamson, from this committee, presented a bill, in 
conformity with this instruction, which was read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The committee considered this bill on the 1st of January, 1793, id. p. 658 . 
and having gone through with it, reported several amendments, 
which were then agreed to ; and the bill was ordered to be read 
the third time. The bill was passed on the 2d, and was sent to id. p. 660 . 
the Senate for concurrence, where, on the same day, it was read s. Journal, 
the first time, and, on the next day, received the second reading, P* 
and was committed to Messrs. Morris, Cabot, and Johnston, to 
consider and report generally thereon. Mr. Morris, on the 9th, id. p. 469 . 
reported the bill without amendment. The bill was then amend- 
ed as follows : — 

Strike out ^ eight pennyweights and sixteen grains,’ lines 3 
and 4, and insert in place of these words, ‘ two hundred and 
eight grains.’ 

‘‘ Line 5. Strike out these words, ‘ four pennyweights and eight,’ 
and insert, in place of these words, ‘ one hundred and four.’ ” 

And the bill, as amended, was then read the third time, and n. Journal, 
passed. On the same day, the House of Representatives agreed P- 
to these amendments. 

The Senate also took up the subject recommended in the s. Journal, 
message of the President. And on the 12th of November, 1792, P* 

Messrs. Cabot, Henry, and Morris, were appointed a committee 
to report a bill regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes. 

This bill was reported on the following day, by Mr. Cabot, when 
it was read the first time ; and was read the second and third 
time, and passed, on the two next succeeding days. In the 
House of Representatives, on the 16th and 19th, the bill was H. Journal, 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of P- ^20,621. 
the whole house. In committee, the bill was considered on the 
26lh, when several amendments were reported, which were id. p. 627. 
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iid Congress, agrrccd to: and the bill was then ordered to the third rcadine:. 

Ibt SoHSion ^ ^ ~ 

The question on the third reading being before the House, on 
the 28th, it was moved and agreed to, that the bill be recommit- H.joumal, 
ted to a committee of the whole house, on the first Monday of 
January next. In the mean lime, on tlie 8th of January, the 
speaker laid before the House a letter from the secretary of 
state, accompanying a report of the assays and experiments 
made by the director of the mint, on the gold and silver coins 
of France, England, Spain, and Portugal, made in pursuance of 
a resolution of the house, of the 20th of November, calling on Id p. ddo. 
the President for the information contained in this report. On 
the 20th of January, 1703, the House again, in committee of the 
wdiole, resumed the consideration of the Senate hill, and report- 
Bill passed ed several amendments, wdiich wmre agreed to by the House; id. piGSi. 
by House, and the hill, in its amended form, was then passed. The Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of the House 
on the 31st, and resolved to concur in them, with an amendment s. .loumal, 
to their last amendment; to wit: line 4, strike out the words ^ ' 
“be made,” and inscrl, “commerce,” so that the clause be read 
as follows : — 

And he it further cnaeled — That the assay, provided to be 
made by the act, entitled ‘ An acJ cslablbhing a mint, and re- 
gulating the coins of the United States,’ shall f oinrncnce in the 
manner, as by the said act is prescribed, on the second Monday 
of February, annually; any thing in the said act to the contra- 
ry notwithstanding.” 

And, on the 1st of February, the House concurred in this ii. journal, 
amendment. 


Istconsross. On the 9th of September, 1789, a motion was made in the _J789. 
House of Representatives, in the following words: — 

Motion as That money shall not be drawn from the treasury of the n.journab 
to drawing United States, unless by appropriations made, or particularly P- 
from Vea- confirmed by acts of Congress, subsequently to the 4th of March 
last.’’ 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Huntington, Burke, and 
Griffin, for their examination and report; hut there seems to have 
been no separate action on the subject by the House. 


VoL. I.— GO 
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The three following motions were submitted to the House of 
Representatives, on the 6th of December, 1791 : — 

First. That a committee be appointed to examine and report 
upon the state of the treasury department, and that such com- 
mittee be appointed on the second Monday after the meeting of 
Congress, in every session. 

“ Secondly. That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the H. Journal, 
treasury to report to this House, on the third Monday of every 
annual session of Congress, a regular statement and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public money, for the pre* 
ceding year, as far as the same can be then ascertained; and as soon 
thereafter as circumstances will permit, of such receipts and ex- 
penditures as cannot be specified in the first statement. 

Thirdly. That, within the month of January, in each year, 
if Congress shall be then in session, or, if not then in session, 
within the first week of each succeeding session, the secretary of 
the treasury shall lay before the House of Representatives an ac- 
curate statement of receipts and expenditures down to the last 
day of the month of December, immediately preceding, including 
the said day; in which statement shall be distinguished the ex- 
penditures which fall under each head of appropriation, and shall 
be shown the sums, if any, which remain unexpended of such 
appropriations; and that a committee be thereupon forthwith ap- id. p. 469. 
pointed to examine the said statement, and report concerning the 
same to the House, and that this be considered as a standing or- 
der.^’ 

These motions were referred to Messrs. Gerry, Dayton, and id, p. 480. 
Barnwell, for their examination, and report on the subject; and 
Mr. Gerry, from this committee, on the 22d of December, made 
a report, which was considered on the 30th, when the House 
adopted the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the id. p. 482. 
treasury to lay before the House of Representatives, on the fourth 
Monday of October, in each year, if Congress shall be then in 
session, or if not then in session, within the first week of the 
session next following the said fourth Monday of October, an ac- 
curate statement and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public moneys, down to the last day inclusively of the 
month of December, immediately preceding the said fourth Mon- 
day of October, distinguishing the amount of receipts in each id. p. 484. 
state or district, and from each officer therein; in which state- 
ments shall also be distinguished the expenditures which fall un- 
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der each head of appropriation, and shall be shown the sums, if 
any, which remain unexpended, and to be accounted for in the 
next statement, of each and every of such appropriations. 


Opf (he 8th of February, 1790, the following memorial of Ro- 1700. 
bert Morris was read in the Senate: — 

“ To the President, the Senate, and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Slates of America : — 

^‘The memorial of Robert Morris, late superintendent of the 
finances of the said United Stales, humbly sheweth : — 

“ That, on the twentieth of June, one thousand seven hundred s. Journal, 
and eighty-five, and subsequently to your memorialist’s resigna- 
tion of his ofiice of superintendent, the Congress passed a resolu- 
tion, in the words following: ‘ Resolved — That three commission- 
ers be appointed to inquire into the receipts and expenditures of 
public moneys during the administration of the late superintendent 
of finance, and to examine and adjust the accounts of the United 
States with that department, during his administration, and to 
report a state thereof to Congress;’ which resolution, to persons 
unacquainted with the nature of the office, and the mode of con- 
ducting the business of the department, gave occasion to the sup- 
position that your memorialist had accounts both difficult and im- 
portant to settle with the United States, in respect to his official 
transactions. That, though your memorialist foresaw the disa- 
greeable consequences which might result to himself, from the 
diffusion of such an opinion, he, notwithstanding, not only for- 
bore any representation on the subject, but scrupulously avoided 
every species of interference, direct or indirect, lest it should be 
imagined, either that he was actuated by the desire of obtaining 
from Congress those marks of approbation whjeh had, in repeat- 
ed instances, been bestowed on the servants of the public, or tliat 
he feared to meet the proposed investigation; respect for the 
sovereignty of the United States, concurring with motives of de- 
licacy, to forbid even the appearance of asking what, if merited, 
it was to be presumed would be conferred, (as being the proper 
reward of services, not of solicitation,) and a firm confidence in 
the rectitude of his conduct, leaving your memorialist no induce- 
ment to evade any inquiry into it which it might be thought pro- 
per to institute. / 

“ That your memorialist, taking it for granted that the reasons 
which had produced a determination to establish a mode of in- 
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quiry into the transactions of the most important oflice under the 
government, would have ensured a prosecution of their object, 
till it had been carried into effect, long remained in silent ex- 
pectation of the appointment of commissioners, according to the 
resolution which had been entered into for that purpose: but it 
has so happened, from what cause your memorialist will not un- 
dertake to explain, that no further step has ever been taken in re- 
lation to it, and your memorialist has remained exposed to the 
surmises which the appearance of an intention to inquire into his 
conduct had a tendency to excite, without having been afforded 
an opportunity of obviating them. 

‘‘That the unsettled condition of certain accounts of a com- 
mercial nature, between the United States and the late house of 
Willing, Morris, and Company, and your memorialist, prior to 
his appointment as superintendent of the finances, having been 
confounded with his transactions in that capacity, your memo- 
rialist has, in various w^ays, been subjected to injurious imputa- 
tions in his official conduct: the only fruits of services which, 
at the lime they were rendered, he trusts he may, without 
incurring the charge of presumption, affirm, were generally 
esteemed both important and meritorious, and were at least ren- 
dered wdth ardour and zeal, with unrernitted attention, and un- 
wearied application. 

“ That your memorialist, desirous of rescuing his reputation 
from the aspersions thrown upon it, came, in the month of Octo- 
ber, 1788, to the city of New York, as well for the purpose of 
urging the appointment of commissioners to inspect his official 
transactions, as for that of procuring an adjustment of the ac- 
counts which existed previously to his administration. But the 
first object was frustrated by the want of a sufficient number of 
members to make a Congress; and the last was unavoidably de- 
layed by the preliminary investigations, requisite on the part of 
the commissioner, named by the late board of treasury, towards 
a competent knowledge of the business. 

“That, in the month of February, 1789, your memorialist re- 
turned to New York for the same purposes; but the obstacles 
which he had before experienced, still operated to put it out of 
his power to present the memorial which had been prepared by 
him in October, praying for an appointment of commissioners. 

That he was, therefore, obliged to confine himself to measures 
for the settlement of his accounts, respecting the transactions an- 
tecedent to his appointment as superintendent; which he en- 
tered upon, accordingly, with the commissioner appointed by the 
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board of treasury, and in which as much progress, as time and 
circumstances would permit, was made, until the fourth of March 
last, when that commissioner, conceiving his authority, by the 
organization of the new government, to have ceased, declined 
further proceedings; and, of course, your memorialist was 
obliged to wait the establishment of the new treasury depart- 
ment for the further prosecution of that settlement, which has 
been, accordingly, resumed, and which he hopes will speedily 
be accomplished. But, inasmuch as no mode of inquiry into 
his official conduct has hitherto been put into operation, and as 
doubts of its propriety have been raised by an act of the go- 
vernment, your memorialist conceives himself to have a claim 
upon the public justice, for some method of vindicating himself, 
which will be unequivocal and definitive. Wherefore, and en- 
couraged by a consciousness of the integrity of his administra- 
tion, your memorialist is desirous that a strict examination should 
be had into his conduct while in office, in order, that if he has been 
guilty of mal-administration, it may^ be detected and punished; 
if otherwise, that his innocence may be manifested and acknow- 
ledged. Unwilling, from this motive, that longer delay sliould 
attend the objects of the resolution which has been recited; your 
memorialist humbly prays that an appointment of commissioners 
may take place, to carry the said resolution into clfect. And 
your memorialist, as in duty bound, will pray, &.c. 

RojiEitT Morris. 

“ New YorJcy Fchruary 8, 1790.” 

On the 9th, the Senate took uji this memorial for considcra- s. Journal, 
tion, when it was committed to Messrs. Izard, Henry, and Ells- P- 
worth, to consider and report what was proper to be done. Mr. 

Izard, on the following day, made a report, which was taken up 
for consideration, on the 11th, when the Senate came to the fol- 
lowing resolution: — 

Resolved, hij the Senate and House of Represent alives — 

That three commissioners be appointed by tb.e President ol the 
United States, to inquire into the receipts and expenditures of 
public moneys, during the administration of the late superinten- 
dent of finance; and to examine and adjust the accounts of the 
United States with that department, during his administration; 
and to report a state thereof to the President; and, that five dol- 
lars per diem be allowed to each of the said commissioners, while 
they shall be employed in that service.’’ 

The memorial was also presented in the House of Represent- 
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atives, on the 10th, and was referred to Messrs. Madison, Sedg- 
wick, and Sherman, for examination and report. In the mean 
time, the resolution passed by the Senate, was transmitted to the 
House, where it was ordered to be laid on the table. Mr. Madi- 
son, on the 9th of March, made a report on the subject, which 
was taken up for consideration on the 19th, when the following 
order was adopted by the House: — 

Ordered — That a committee of five be appointed to inquire 
into the receipts and expenditures of public moneys during the 
administration of the said Robert Morris, as late superintendent 
of finance, and report to the House a state of the accounts re- 
specting the same.’^ 

And a committee was accordingly appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Madison, Sherman, Sedgwick, Lawrance, and Smith, of 
South Carolina. 

Mr. Madison made a report from this committee, on the Kith 
of February, 1791, being in the third session of this Congress, 
and this report was ordered to lie on the table. There appears 
to have been no further action on this subject during the first 
and second Congresses. 


A FEW days before the termination of the second Congress, on 
the 28th of February, 1793, the following resolutions were sub- 
mitted to the House of Representatives: — 

Bcsolved — That it is essential to the due administration of 
the government of the United States, that laws making specific 
appropriations of moneys should be strictly observed by the ad- 
ministrator of the finances thereof. 

Resolved — That the violation of a law making appropria- 
tions of moneys, is a violation of that article of the Constitution 
of the United States, which requires that no moneys shall be 
drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has violated 
the law passed the 4th of August, 1790, making appropriations 
of certain moneys authorized to be borrowed by the same law, 
in the following particulars; to wit: — 

1. By applying a certain portion of the principal borrowed, 
to the payment of interest falling due upon that principal, which 
was not authorized by that, or any other law. 


1790. 

H. Journal, 
p. 156. 

Id. p. 157. 

Id. p. in. 
178. 


1791. 


1793. 
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‘^2. By drawing part of the same moneys into llie United 
States, without the instructions of the President of the United 
States. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has deviated 
from the instructions given by the President of the United Stales, 
in executing the authorities for making loans, under the acts of 
the 4th and 12th of August, 1790. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has omitted 
to discharge an essential duty of his office, in failing to give Con- 
gress official information, in due time, of the moneys drawn by 
him from Europe into the United States; which drawing com- 
menced December, 1790, and continued till January, 1793, and 
of the causes of making such drafts. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has, without 
the instructions of the President of the United States, drawn 
more moneys, borrowed in Holland, into the United Stales, than 
the President of the United States was authorized to draw, un- 
der the act of the 12th of August, 1790; which act aj)pro])riated 
two millions of dollars only, when borrowed, to the purchase of 
the public debt; and that he has omitted to discharge an essential 
duty of his office, in ffiiling to give official information to the 
commissioners for purchasing the j)ublic debt of tlie various sums 
drawn from time to time, suggested by him to have been intend- 
ed for the purchase of the public debt. 

‘‘ Resolved — That the secretaiy of the treasury did not consult 
the public interest, in negotiating a loan witli the Dank ot tlic 
United States, and drawing therefrom four hundred thousand 
dollars at five per centum per annunij when a greater sum of pub- 
lic money was deposited in various banks, at the respective pe- 
riods of making the respective drafts. 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has been guilty 
of an indecorum to this house, in undertaking to judge of its mo- 
tives in calling for information which was demandable of him, 
from the constitution of his office, and in failing to give all the 
necessary information within his knowledge, relatively to the sub- 
jects of reference made to him of the 191h of January, 1792, 
and of the 22d of November, 1792, during the present session. 

[The reference of the 19th of January, 1792, was as follows: 
Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house such information, with respect to the finances 
of the United States, as will enable the legislature to judge wlje- 
ther any additional revenue will be necessary, in consequence of 
the proposed increase of the military estabJisJiment.” And that 
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1703. 


of the 22d of November, was in the following terms: — Re- 
solved — That the secretary of the treasury he directed to report 
the plan of a provision for the reimbursement of the loan made of 
the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the eleventh section 
of the act, entitled ‘An act to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Bank of the United States.’ ”] 

“ Resolved — That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the President of the United States.” 


These resolutions having been submitted and read, the first, IT. .loumal, 
second, and last of them, were ordered to lie on the table; and 
the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth resolutions were 
committed to a committee of the whole house. These latter re- 
solutions were immediately taken up for consideration in com- 
mittee, and were debated on that day and on the 1st of March; id. p.72G. 
and in the evening session of this day, the committee reported 
their disagreement to the resolutions. It was then moved that 
the house agree with the committee of the whole, in their disa- 
greement to the third resolution ; to wit: — 


“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has violated 
the law, passed the 4th of August, 1790, making appropriations 
of certain moneys authorized to be borrowed by the same law, in 
the following particulars ; to wit : — 

1. By applying a certain portion of the principal borrowed, 
to the payment of the interest falling due upon that principal, 
which was not authorized by that, or any other, law. 

“2. By drawing part of the same moneys into the United 
States, without the instructions of the President of the United 
States.” 


And the question being put on this motion, it was decided in Id. p. 727. 
the affirmative, bjr the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Greenup, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Ilillhousc, Hindman, Key, 

Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 1. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Ward, Wil- 
liamson, Willis. — 40. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gregg, Macon, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Orr, Page, Parker. — 12. 

It w^ then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the fourth resolution ; namely: — 
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“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has deviated 
from the instructions given by the President of the United States, 
in executing the authorities for making loans, under the acts of 
the 4th and 12th of August, 1700.’’ 

And this question was also decided in the affirmative, the vote 
standing thus : — 

Jlycs — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Greenup, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Key, 
Kilchell, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, J. 
Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, Ward, Wil- 
liamson. — .39. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gregg, Macon, 
Madison, Mercer, Moore, Orr, Page, Parker. — 12. 

It was then moved that the House agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the fifth resolution, which is as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has omitted to 
discharge an essential duty of his office, in failing to give Con- 
gress official information, in due time, of the moneys drawn by 
him, from Europe into the United States ; which drawing com- 
menced, December, 1790, and continued until January, 1793, 
and of the causes of making such drafts.” 

This question was also decided in the affirmative, by the fol- 
lowing vote : — 

^ye 5 _Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Key,Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, Jere. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterret, Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, 
Ward, Williamson. — 33. 

— Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Griffin, Grove, 
Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Niles, Page, Parkor, I. 
Smith. — 15. 

A motion was then made that the House agree with the com- 
mittee in their disagreement to the sixth resolution, in the fol- 
lowing words: — 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury has, without 
the instruction of the President of the United Sta^,- drawn 
more moneys, borrowed in Holland, into the United States, than 
Vor.I.--6I 


1793. 


H. Journal 

p. 728. 
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^Congress, the President of the United States was authorized to draw, un- 
der the act of the 12th of August, 1790, which act appropriated 
tio!w to millions of dollars only, when borrowed, to the purchase of 
violations, the public debts ; and that he has omitted to discharge an essen- 
tial duty of his office, in failing to give official information to the 
commissioners for purchasing the public debt, of the various 
sums drawn from time to time, suggested by him to have been 
intended for the purchase of the public debt.” 


Gthresolu- The question on this motion was also decided in the affirma- H. Journal, 
tion reject- P- 729. 


JI 2 /CS — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Grove, Hartley, Ilillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, 
Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Sedgwick, 
Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 
'Pucker, Ward, Williamson. — r33. 

JVbes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Macon, Madison, 
Mercer, Parker. — 8. 


It was then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the seventh resolution ; namely : — 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury did not con- 
sult the public interest, in negotiating a loan with the Bank of 
the United States, aiiJd drawing therefrom four hundred thou- 
sand dollars, at five pei' centum per annumy when a greater sum 
of public money was deposited in various banks, at the respec- 
tive periods of making the respective drafts.” 

7tli resoki- The question on this motion was likewise decided in the affirm- W. p. 729, 
tjon iTjccl- Jis follows : — 

eel. 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Grove, Harfley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrance, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Ward, Williamson. — 33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Parker. — 8, 

It was then moved that the house agree with the committee 
in their disagreement to the eighth resolution; to wit: — 

— That the secretary of the treasury has been 
guiUylp^^ to this house, in undertaking to judge of 

its motives in xinlling for information which was demandable of 
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him, from the constitution of his office, and in failing to give all 
the necessary information within his knowledge, relatively to the 
subjects of reference made to him, of the 19th of January, 1702, 
and of the 22d of November, 1792, during the present session.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the ii. journal, 
affirmative, by the following vote : — P* 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Kitchell, Lawrancc. 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Parker, Sedg- 
wick, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, That- 
cher, Tucker, Ward, Williamson. — 34. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Giles, Grove, Lee, Macon, 

Madison. — 7. 

So all these motions Were rejected. 

On the 27th of February, of this session, the speaker laid be- id. p. 720. 
fore the House of Representatives a letter from the secretary of 
the treasury, stating certain inaccuracies in printing the state- 
ments communicated by his first and second letters, lately pre- 
sented, on the subject of foreign loans, and expressing a wish 
that some regulation may be adopted, lo enable the head of the 
treasury department lo secure the fidelity and correctness of the 
printed copies of the reports which shall hereafter be made to 
the House, and shall be submitted to the press hy their order. 

This letter was referred to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and 
Dayton. And, on the 2d of March, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this Id. p. 730, 
committee, made a report, which was agreed to, as follows: — 

That the committee have examined into the circumstances 
stated in the letter, and find 

<<That the standing order of the clerk of this house to the 
printer, is, to send the proof-sheets of all reports and statements 
to the department from whence they were made, and that this 
practice has been generally followed. 

‘‘That it'has been discontinued during the present session, 

(so far as respects the secretary of the treasury,) from an opinion 
of the printer, that the delay which the examination would oc- 
casion, might interfere with the intention of the house, of having 
the business speedily accomplished. 

“ It did not appear to the committee, that any unmimffliMy de- 
lay had taken place at the office of the comptrolI^lfjNfcy f^Kon of 
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the examination of the proof-sheets, nor in the printer, in the 
execution of his business. 

“ The committee are of opinion that it is not necessary for 
them t6 recommend any new regulation for the future execution 
of this business; but, in order to rectify the errors which have 
taken place in the printed reports and statements, the committee 
recommend the following resolution; — 

^Resolved — That there be printed, under the direction of 
the secretary of the treasury, three hundred copies of the re- 
ports and statements made by him during the present session, 
and that the same be delivered to the clerk of this house.’ ” 

On the 8th of February, a committee was appointed by the 
House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Clarke, Find- 
ley, and Gerry, to prepare and bring in a bill to establish fees in 
the treasury department for the transfer of public securities; and, 
on the following day, Mr. Clarke, from this committee, presented 
a bill, which was read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 
in committee of the whole on the 16th, when an amendment was 
reported: and it does not appear that the bill was subsequently 
acted on. 


1793. 


H. Journal, 
p. 696. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Organization of Militia — Military Establishment of United States — Brigadier Clc- 
neial — Protection of Frontiers — Indians — Hostilities — Treaties with — 'fradc 
and Intercourse — Commissioners — ^Navy Olhcei’s — I’ensions — Invalids — Wi- 
dows and Orphans — (daims to Half Pay — Petitions — Bill to regulate Claims to 
Invalid Pensions — Mode of Payment — Families of Persons killed — Seamen — 

Distressed Soldiers and Seamen — Marine Hospitals — Increase of Seamen — In- 
dividual Claims — Proceedings in relation to St. Clair’s Defeat — Raising 'l'roo2)s 
in Pennsylvania. 

The necessity for the adoption of a system of national defence, 
was suggested to the government immediately on the adoption of 
the Constitution, by the attitude of the Indian tribes, within the 
limits, and along the frontiers of the United States. On this 
subject, the following message was transmitted by the President 
of the United States to the House of Representatives, (a copy 
being, at the same time, addressed to the Senate,) on the 7th of s. Journal, 
August, 1789;— P' 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : — 

The business which has been under the consideration of Con- jf, joumah 
gress has been of so much importance, that I was unwilling to P- 
draw their attention from it to any other subject ; but the disputes 
which exist between some of the United States, and several pow- 
erful tribes of Indians, within the limits of the Union, and the 
hostilities which have, in several instances, been committed on 
the frontiers, seem to require the immediate interposition of the 
general government. 

I have, therefore, directed the several statements and papers, 
which have been submitted to me on this subject by General 
Knox, to be laid before you for your information. 

While the measures of government ought to be calculated 
to protect its citizens from all injury and violence, a due regard 
should be extended to those Indian tribes, whose happiness, in 
the course of events, so materially depends on the national jus- 
tice and humanity of the United States. 

If it should be the judgment of Congress, that it would be 
most expedient to terminate all differences in the Southern dis- 
trict, and to lay the foundation for future confidence, by an ami- 
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treaty with the Indian tribes in that quarter, I think proper 
to suggest the consideration of the expediency of instituting a 
Prc^dent^ temporary commission for that purpose, to consist of three per- 
sons, whose authority should expire with the occasion. 

How far such a measure, unassisted by posts, would be com- 
petent to the establishment and preservation of peace and tran- 
quillity on the frontiers, is also a matter which merits your seri- 
ous consideration. 

‘‘Along with this object, lam induced to suggest another, 
with the national importance and necessity of which I am deep- 
ly impressed: I mean, some uniform and effective system for the 
militia of the United States. It is unnecessary to offer argu- 
ments in recommendation of a measure, on which the honour, 
safety, and well-being of our country so evidently and so essen- 
tially depend. 

“ But it may not be amiss to observe, that I am particularly anx- 
ious it should receive as early attention as circumstances will ad- 
mit; because it is now in our power to avail ourselves of the mi- 
litary knowledge disseminated throughout the several states, by 
means of the many well-instructed officers and soldiers of the 
late army — a resource which is daily diminishing by deaths 
and other causes. 

“ To suffer this peculiar advantage to pass away unimproved, 
would be to neglect an opportunity which will never again recur, 
unless, unfortunately, we should again be involved in a long and 
arduous war. 

“ Geobge Washington. 

“ New York, August 7, 1789/' 

This message, with the statement and papers accompanying it, 

Commit- Was ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole house h. Journal, 
on the state of the Union; and, on the 8th, the message was con- P* 
Reported, sidered in committee, when several resolutions were reported, 
which were agreed to by the house, as follows; — 

Resolu- “ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 

House act ought to pass providing for the necessary expenses attending 
any negotiations, or treaties, which may be held with the Indian 
tribes, or attending the appointment of commissioners for these 
purposes. 

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
act ought to pass, providing a proper system of regulations for 
the militia of the United States." 

Militia The Committee appointed, under the second resolution, to pre- 
committcc. ^ 
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ist Congress, pare and bring in a bill, consisted of Messrs. Sumpter, Heister, 

- and Mathews. On the 11th of the same month, Mr.?. Muhlen- 
berg and Mr. Wadsworth were added to this committee. No re- 
port was made from the committee during the session. 


gd Session. At the Commencement of the second session, on the 15th of 1790. 

Commit- January, 1790, a committee was appointed by the House of Re- H. journal, 
presentatives, consisting of Messrs. Gilman, P. Muhlenberg, Ileis- 1^' 
ter, Mathews, and Floyd, to prepare and bring in a bill providing 
for the national defence. And on the 21st of January, the fol- id. p. 144. 
lowing message was transmitted by the President of the United 
States to the two houses of Congress : — 


Vaulted SlatcSf January 21, 1790. 


Pi’e.sidenl’s 

me.saige 

concerning’ 

militia. 


“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives : — 

“The secretary of the department of war lias submitted to s. Journal, 
me certain principles, to serve as a plan for the general arrange- 
ment of the militia of the United States. p! 144 "* 

Conceiving the subject to be of the greatest importance to 
the welfare of our country, and liable to be placed in various 
points of view, I have directed him to lay the plan before Con- 
gress for their information, that they may make such use there- 
of as they shall judge proper. 

George Washington.^^ 


Three hundred copies of the plan were ordered to be printed 
for the use of the members of both houses; and the message and 
plan were referred to a committee of the whole, on the state of 
the Union; and, on the 26th of April, this committee was dis- id. p. 199. 
charged from the further consideration of these documents, and 
they were referred to the committee appointed to bring in a bill 
providing for the national defence. Mr. Boudinot, from thiscom- 
Bill fores- mittee, on the 1st of July, presented a bill more eirectually to 
^^uniform Provide for the national defence, by establishing a uniform mili- 
militia. tia throughout the United States, which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house 
on the state of the Union. There was no further proceeding on 
this subject during the session. 

3dSe««.on. On tbc 10th of December, 1790, soon after the assembling of 
Committee Congress at their third session, the House of Representatives or- id. p. 334. 
to prepare appointment of a committee to prepare a bill, or bills, 

blishing^ more effectually to provide for the national defence, by establish- 
^ litia^^ ^ uniform militia throughout the United States; and Messrs. 
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Boudinot, P. Muhlenberg, Gilman, Floyd, Grout, Wadsworth, 

Smith, of Maryland, Blood worth, Giles, Smith, of South Caroli- 
na, and Mathews, were appointed of this committee. Mr. Bou- 
dinot, on the 14th of December, presented a bill which was read ll. Journal, 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 242 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee of the whole, 
on the 16th, 17th, 20th, and 21st, when several amendments were 
reported. The discussion of these amendments occupied the 
house on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, when some of the amendments 
having been agreed to, others amended and agreed to, and others 
disagreed to, the bill was recommitted to Messrs. Wadsworth, 

Giles, ar\d Tucker. It is relevant to state here, that, on the 24th, 
a memorial of the Quakers, in their annual assembly for the 
western shore of Maryland, and the adjacent parts of Pennsyl- 
vania and Virginia, lately convened at Baltimore, was presented 
to the house, stating their objections to various of the provisions 
of this bill, and this memorial was laid on the table ; and that 
other memorials were presented from the same society. 

A motion was made, on the 20th, that it be an instruction to ij. p. 345. 
the committee, to whom this bill was recommitted, that they in- 
sert the following clause ; to wit : — ‘‘ Be it enacted — That the mi- 
litia of the several states of the Union, consisting of such persons 
as arc or may be enrolled by them, respectively, shall be organ- 
ized, armed, and disciplined, in manner following : ’’ 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Floyd, Grout, Livermore, 
Thatcher, Tucker, Williamson. — 8. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gerry, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Giles, Ilathorn, Heistcr, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, .Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Se- 
vier, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White, 
Wynkoop. — 43. 

On the 4th of January, 1791, Mr. Wadsworth, from the com- id. p. 349 . 
mittee to whom the bill was recommitted, reported an amenda- 
tory bill, which was then read the first time, and received the se- 
cond reading, and was committed to a committee of the wffiole, 
on the following day. This bill was not acted on in committee. 
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? 5 (i^con?ress. The President of the United States, at the opening of the se- H. Jovunal, 
' cond Congress, again called the attention of that body to the ne- 

to^prcpurc cessity of some legislation relative to the militia; and, on the 31st 
bill. of October, 1791, it was ordered by the House of Representa- 
tives, that so much of the speech as relates to the establishment 
of a militia, and competent magazines, arsenals, and fortifications, 
be referred to Messrs. Wadsworth, Dayton, Giles, Ward, Gor- 
don, Wayne, and Steele, with instructions to prepare and bring 
in a bill, or bills, making provision for the same. And, on the 
21st of November, Mr. Wadsworth, from this committee, pre- id. p. 437. 
sented a bill more efiectually to provide for the national defence, 
by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United States; 
which was read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The bill was considered in com- 
mittee, on the 21st of February, and on the 2Sth and 29th; and, ujounuil, 
also, on the 1st and 2d of March, when several amendments i).3i7.32J. 
were reported, which were considered on the 5th of March, u. p. .,2 ) 
when some were agreed to, and others disagreed to. The bill 
was then further amended at the clerk’s table, and was ordered 
Fussed by to the third reading. On the Gth, the bill was read the third id. p. 528. 
liou.se. tipple, and the (question on its passage was decided as follows: — 

j2^cs — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, Jk id. p. 322. 
Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Goc^lhuc, Grove, 
lIillhou.se, Key, Kitchell, Lawrance, Jjearned, Lee, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, 

Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Venable, White. — 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, S. Bourne, Findley, Gordon, Gil- 
man, Gregg, Griffin, llcistcr, Livermore, Macon, Mercer, Niles, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Seney, Jere. Smith, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne, 
Williamson, Willis. — 27. 

The bill, being transmitted to the Senate, was there read the s. .loumal, 
first and second time, on the Gth and 8th of March, 1792, when 
it was referred to Messrs. Gunn, Burr, Bradley, Dickinson, and 117 , llH. 
Stanton. Mr. Gunn made a report on the 20th, which was taken 
up for consideration on the 22d, 23d, 2Gth, 27th, and 28th, the 
amendments reported by the committee were agreed to, and the 
bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 29th, the bill wa.s 
Amended read the third time. A motion was then made, and agreed to, 
by Senate. amend the bill as follows: — 

“ Strike out the j)roviso at the end of the first section; namely: 
^Provided, always — Tiiai if any person, enrolled as afoK'.said- 
VoL. I. — 02 
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M (^ngresfi. shall, by a majority of the field officers of the regiment to which 
he may belong, be deemed and adjudged unable to purchase the 
mcirtr^^by accoutrements required by this act, he shall be excused 

Senate. from a forfeiture for any deficiency therein, until he can procure 
them, or until they are provided for him.’ 

Section 3, line 13. To substitute the word ^privates,’ for 
the word ‘ men,’ and line 20, the word ‘ bugler,’ for the words 
‘ bugle horn.’ 

To expunge these words, from section 7, lines 20 and 21, 

‘ and the said adjutant general shall have the rank of brigadier in 
the militia.’ 

^^Also, these words, section 8, lines 2 and 3, ‘prescribed to 
the late army of the United States, by the then major general, 

Baron Steuben,’ so that the paragraph be read as follows: — ‘ And 
be it further enacted — That the rules of discipline approved and 
established by Congress, in their resolution of the twenty-ninth 
day of March, 1779, shall be the rules of discipline to be ob- 
served by the militia throughout the United States.’” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Rutherford, seconded by Mr. 

Lee, to add the following proviso to an amendment agreed on in 
committee of the whole, as the last section of the bill: — ^ dl ml 
provided^ further — That no sentence of a court martial shall 
extend to the taking of life or limb, or to any corporal pun- 
ishment, except in case an officer or private shall hold a trai- 
torous correspondence with the enemy, or shall desert, or at- 
tempt to desert to them, or shall misbehave in time of action, or 
shamefully abandon any post, or shall speak words inducing 
others to offend in any of the foregoing instances.’ 

But this motion was decided in the negative. 

Billpasscd. On tlic question that the bill pass as amended, the decision was s. Journiil, 
as follows: — ^ p. 118. 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Cabot, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, 

Lee, Monroe, Reed, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 23. 

JVaij — Mr. Rutherford. 

The House of Representatives proceeded to the consideration ii. Journal, 
of these amendments, on the lOth, 11th, and 12th of April, P* 
agreeing to some of the amendments and disagreeing to others. 

Tlie two last amendments being read, for adding to the end of 
the bill the following sections; to wit: — 

“ And be it further enacted — That the President of the United 
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States is hereby authorized to call out the militia, or such part 
thereof, as the exigence may, in his opinion, require, to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel inva- 
sions. And when militia are employed in the service of the 
United States, they shall receive the same pay and allowances 
as are now made to the troops in service. 

“ And be it further enacted — That, if any officer, or private sol- 
dier of the militia, being ordered into the service of the United 
States, pursuant to the powers herein given, shall refuse obe- 
dience to such orders, he shall forfeit to the use of the United 
States, a sum not exceeding the amount of one year's pay, of 
such ofliccr or soldier respectively, as herein established. And 
the militia, while in the service of the United States, shall be 
subject to the rules and articles of war. Provided — That the 
courts martial by whom they shall be subject to be tried, shall be 
composed entirely of militia officers of the same state with tlie 
ofrenders.” 

It was then moved to amend the first of these amendments, by 
adding thereto the proviso whicli follows; to wit: — 

Provided j always — That the powers herein given to the Pre- 
sident of the United States, for calling the militia into service, 
be, and continue in force, until the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Jlarnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Griffin, 
Hartley, Heister, Ilillhousc, Huger, Kitcliell, Kittcra, Lawrance, 
Learned, Lee, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Se- 
ney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — \M: 

JVbes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Gerry, Giles, Grove, Key, Liver- 
more, Macon, Mercer, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, I. Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Venable, White, Willis. 
—20. 

On the question that the hou.se agree to the amendment as 
amended, it was decided in the negative; the ayes and nocs 
standing thus : — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Jere. Smith, Wm. Smith, 
Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward. — 24. 
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JVocst — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Ger- 
ry, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Li- 
vermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, 

Niles, J\age, Parker, Bchoonmaker, Beney, Sheridan, I. Smith, 

Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — .‘17. 

The amendment was, therefore, disagreed to by the house, as 
also was the last amendment above quoted. 

The Senate, on the l.‘Uh, proceeded to consider the subject, S. .loumal, 
when a motion to reerde from the amendments disagreed to by 
the House, was decided in the negative. On the following day, 
a similar motion was made, and determined also in the negative. 

After each of these motions, the further consideration of the 
amendments was postponed. On the 16th, a motion was made 
to i7isist on the amendments; but this motion proved equally un- 
successful, and the consideration of the amendments was again 
postponed. The subject being again before the Senate on the 
23d, it was resolved, that the Senate insist on their amendments, u. p. 431 . 
and desire a conference with the House of Representatives, on 
the disagreeing vote^ of the two houses, appointing Messrs. Ells- 
worth, Gunn, and King, to be managers on the part of the Se- 
nate. Tlie House of Representatives, on the 2,7tli, agreed to ir.journal, 
the conference, and appointed Messrs. Clarke, White, and Mur- 
ray, to be their managers. On the 27 th, the Senate, on motion, s, jourmil, 
resolved to recede from their amendments to the bill which had P 
been disagreed to by the House. 

During the same session, on the 12th of April, the House of ti. journal, 
Representatives ordered that Messrs. White, Gerry, and Mur- P' 
ray, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill or bills for cull- 
ing forth the militia, \vhen necessary, to execute the laws of the 
Union, suppre.ss insurrections, and repel invasions; and, on the 
17th, Mr. White,*from this committee, presented a bill to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. On the 23d and 21th, this bill was under ju. p. 580 . 
consideration in committee, and several amendments were re- 585— 587. 
ported to the House, which were agreed to on the following 
day, and the bill was ordered to the third reading; and on the 
26th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the first, s. Journal, 
second, and third reading, on the 26th and 27th. Air. Dickin- 1^* 
son then moved to amend it J)y inserting these words; after the 
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^dConjiicsa woFcl war/^ secUon 4, line 3, except that no militia man 

shall be subject to corporal punishment/^ and this motion having 

Bill passed been decided in the negative, the bill was concurred in as it came 
by Senate. ^ 1 ^^ House. 


2d Sf“=!sion. 

Unsuccess- 
ful motion 
1o amend 
militia act. 


On the 20th of November, at the second session of this Con- 
gress, a motion was made that the House do come to the follow- 
ing resolution: — 

Resolved — That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
to amend the militia laws passed last session.^’ 


This motion provoked some discussion, but was decided in the 
negative. On the following day^, the motion was renewed in a 
modified form; namely, that a committee be apjiointcd to bring 
in a bill to repeal so much of the first section of the militia law 
as relates to the arming of the militia. The question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative by the following- 
vote : — 

/ 7 yc 5 .__Mcssrs. B. Bourne, Key, Mercer, Murray, Sumpter, 
Wiliis.— b. 

iWycj'— Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Ikmson, S. 
Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Oerry, Giles, Gilman, 
Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Griilin, Grove, Hartley, 1 leister, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Kitchcll, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, 
Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, 
Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Sedgvvick, Silvester, 
,lerc. Smith, William Smith, Steele, Sturges, Tiiatcher, Tred- 
well. Tucker, Venable, Ward, White, Williamson. — 50. 

Secret pro- In thc .Tournal of the proceedings of the House ol JiJepresent- 
cecdings ^ atives, which, during thc time they were depending, were or- 
liXtui''""!’" tiered to be kept secret, will be found tbo following action of 
the House on tlic subject of the act for calling out thc militia. 

On thc 7th of December, 1792, thc following message, fiom 
thc President of the United States, was transmitted to the two 
houses by Mr. Lear, his secretary. 


“ United Slatesy December 7, 179^. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represent- 
atives : — 


Message of I before you two letters, with their enclosures, from the 

President, governor of the South-western Territory, and an extract of a 
letter to him from tlic department of war. 

‘‘ These, and a letter of the month of October last, wJiich has 
already been communicated to you, from the same department 
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to the governor, will show in what manner the first section of 
the act of the last session, which provides for calling out the mi- 
litia for the repelling of Indian invasions, has been executed. It 
remains to be considered by Congress, whether in, the present 
situation of the United States, it be advisable or not to pursue 
any further or other measures than those which have already 
been adopted. 'J'he nature of the subject does, of itself, call for 
your immediate attention to it; and, I must add, that upon the 
result of your deliberations, the future conduct of the executive 
will, on this occasion, materially depend. 

“ G. Washington.” 

This message, and the accompanying papers, were committed 
to a committee of the whole house, and were the subject of consi- 
deration in that committee, during the 10th, 11th, 14th, and 17th 
of December, when a successful motion was made that the com- 
mittee of the whole house be discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the same; and, that the said message and papers do lie 
on the table. On the following day, the subject being resumed, 
it was moved that the house do come to the following resolu- 
tion: — 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be autho- 
rized to employ such part of the military force, and of the militia 
of the United States, as he may judge necessary for the effectual 
protection of the frontiers; and (if he shall judge it expedient,) to 
carry on offensive operations against Ihe Indians of the five low- 
er Cherokee towns, called Chickamagas; and such other of the 
Indian tribes as may hereafter commit acts of depredation against 
the lives and property of the citizens of the United States.^^ 

It was demanded that this question be divided; and it was, 
therefore, put on agreeing to the first part of the motion, in the 
following words:-— 

^‘Resolved — That the President of the United States be au- 
thorized to employ such part of the military force, and of the 
militia of the United States, as he may judge necessary for the 
effectual protection of the frontiers; and (if he shall judge it ex- 
pedient,) to carry on offensive operations against the Indians of 
the five lower Cherokee towns, called Chickamagas.’^ 

And the question being taken on this part of the motion, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Clarke, Findley, Fitz- 
simons, Giles, Greenup, Griffin, Hartley, Huger, Lee, Milledge, 


1792. 


II. Journal, 
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Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Parker, Tucker, Venable, 

White, Willis. — 21. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Ger- 
ry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gregg, Heistcr, liillhouse, Key, Kilcludl, 
Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Sil- 
vester, I, Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Wads- 
worth, Ward, Williamson. — 27. 

The motion was therefore lost. 


The following message from the President of the United nsp. 
States was, on the 10th of August, 1789, communicated to (he 
two houses of Congress, respectively: — pU(>. 

Gentlemen of the Senate — [House of Itcp?rsentnlivcs : — j 

I have directed a statement of the troops in the service of s. Joumul, 
the United States, to be laid before you for your information. 

“These troops were raised by virtue of the resolves of (U)n- 
gress of the 20th of October, 178(), and the Od of October, 1787, 
in order to protect the frontiers from the dcj)redations of the 
hostile Indians; to prevent all intrusions on the pul)lic lands; and 
to facilitate the surveying and selling of the same, for the pur- 
pose of reducing the public debt. 

“ As these important objects continue to require the aid of the 
troops, it is necessary that the establishment thereof should, in 
all respects, be conformed by law to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

‘‘G. Washington^ 

New Yvrkj August 10, 1789. 

“ Statement of the Ty'oops in the Service of the United 

Slates. 

“The establishment, as directed to be raised and organized by 
the act of Congress, of the 3d of October, 1787; to wit: 

“ One regiment of infantry, consisting of 1 lieutenant colonel 
commandant, 2 majors, 7 captains, 7 lieutenants, 8 ensigns, 

1 surgeon, 4 mates: 

Eight companies, each of which to consist of 4 sergeants, 

4 corporals, 2 niu.sicians, and 60 privates, - - 560 

“One battalion of artillery, consisting of 1 major, 4 captains, 

8 lieutenants, 1 surgeon’s mate: 

Four companies, each of which to consist of 4 sergeants, 

4 coiporals, 2 musicians, and 60 privates, - - 280 

“ Non-commissioned ofticers and privates, - - - 640 
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“ That the pay of the troops was fixed by the act of Con- 
gress of the 12th of April, 17S5, and confirmed by the acts of 
the 20th of October, 1786, and the 3d of October, 1787; to wit; 


Lieutenant colonel commandant, at 50 dollars 

per month. 

“Major, 

- 

45 

do. 

“ Captain, 

- 

35 

do. 

“ liieutenant. 

- 

26 

do. 

“ Ensign, - 

- 

20 

do. 

“ Surgeon, 

- 

45 

do. 

“ Mate, 

- 

30 

do. 

“ Sergeants, 

- 

6 

do. 

“ Corporals, 

- 

5 

do. 

“ Musicians, 

- 

5 

do. 

“ Privates, 

- 

4 

do. 


That the subsistence to the officers, in lieu of rations, are 
the same as during the late war; to wit: 


“ Lieutenant colonel commandant, at 

— 

dollars per month. 

“ Major, - - - - 

20 

do. 

“ Captain, - - - - 

12 

do. 

“ Lieutenant, - . . 

8 

do. 

“ Ensign, - - - - 

8 

do. 

“ Surgeon, . ~ . 

16 

do. 

“ Mate, - - - - 

8 

do. 


“ That lieutenants, acting as adjutant, quarter master, and pay 
master, are allowed, by the act of Congress, of tlie 12th of April, 
1785, for their extra duty, ten dollars per month. 

‘‘ That the allowance of forage is as follows: 3 majors, each 12 
dollars per month; 1 surgeon, 6 dollars per month; 3 regimental 
stall', each 6 dollars per month. 

That by the act of Congress, of the 31st of July, 1787, lieu- 
tenant colonel commandant liarmar w^as promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general,^ by brevet, with an allow^ance of the emolu- 
ments, but not the pay of said rank. 

“ That the emoluments arc as follows; namely: Subsistence, 
64 dollars per month; forage, IS dollars per month. 

each non-commissioned oificer and soldier is allowed, 
annually, one suit of uniform clothes, as follows: — 


‘■‘1 coat,’ 

“ 1 vest, [alls, 

“ 2 pairs woollen over- 
“2 pairs linen do. 
That each non-c 


1 hat, 

4 shirts, 

4 pairs shoes, 

4 pairs socks, 
m missioned officer 


1 stock, 

1 stock clasp, 

1 pair shoe buckles, 

1 blanket. 

and soldier is also al- 


lowed one ration per day, to consist of the following articles: — 
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1st Congress. “ 1 pound of bread or flour, 1 quart of salt, 

Ist Session. 1 r • 

“1 pound of beef, or 2 quarts ol vinegar, I Th every hundred 

“ I pound of pork, 2 pounds of soap, j rations. 

“ 1 gill of common rum, 1 pound of candles, J 

‘^That the troops in actual service are as follow: — 

Statement “ Two companies of artillery, raised by virtue of the acts of 
oftroopsin Congress, of the 20th of October, 17SG, and continued by the 
act of Congress of the 9th of April, 1787, one of which is sta- 
tioned at the arsenal at West Point, on Hudson’s river, and the 
other at the arsenal at Springfield, on Connecticut river, 7G 
Troops stationed on the frontier, as follow: — 

“ At the various posts north-west of the river Ohio, - 590 

672 

“ Wanting to complete the establishment, - - 168 

“ Non-commissioned officers and privates, - - 840 

That all the troops are enlisted for three years. 

“That the engagements of the two companies of artillery, at 
West Point and Springfield, will expire in the beginning of the 
year 1790. 

<< That, of the troops on the frontiers, enlisted by virtue of the 
acts of Congress of the 3d of October, 1787, 528 non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates will have to serve, generally, to the 
middle of the year 1791; and two companies, consisting of 68 
non-commissioned oflicers and privates, until towards the month 
of May, 1792. 

“ That the change in the government of the United States 
will require that the articles of war be revised and adapted to 
the Constitution. 

That the oaths necessary to be taken by the troops be pre- 
scribed, and, also, the form of the commissions which are to be 
issued to the officers. 

<‘All which is humbly submitted to the President of the 
United States. 

“ II. Knox. 

mir Office, August 8th, 1789.” 

Message This message and statement were, on the 11th, ordered by the ji.,TournaJ, 
committed. House of Representatives to be referred to a committee of the f’ 
whole house on the state of the Union. 

Motionalso The following motion was also, on the same day, committed id. p. 78. 
committed the same committee: — 

VoL. L— 63 
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Resolved — That, in case of refusal of the Creek Indians to 
treat, or, on treaty, to agree to such articles and terms, as to the 
commissioners, to be appointed, shall appear necessary and just, 
the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to raise, or cause to be raised, such number of troops, 
in the pay and establishment of the United States, or to call forth 
and embody such proportion of the militia of the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as will secure and protect, by such proper 
posts as he may think necessary, the inhabitants of the state of 
Georgia from the invasion and further inroads of the Creek In- 
dians: Provided — That the whole number of men so to be raised in 

the establishment of the United States, shall not exceed , 

nor be continued for a longer term than : Jlnd 2 )rovidedy 

also — That the whole number of the militia, so to be called forth 

and embodied, shall not exceed ; nor shall any one person 

be obliged to serve more than ; and the said militia, when 

in actual service, shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of 
the troops of the United States.’’ 

On the 9th of September, a motion was made and agreed to, ii. journal, 
that the committee of the whole house on the state of the Union, P' 
be discharged from further proceeding on the message from the 
President of the United States of the 10th tdtimoy and that the 
said message be referred to Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Trumbull, and 
Mr. Burke; that they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the house. 

On the 16th of September, the following message was frans- s. Journal, 
mitted by the President of the United States to the two houses P- 
of Congress:— p. uT*'’ 

Gentlemen of the Senate — [House of Representatives ;] — 

The governor of the western territory has made a state- 
ment to me of the reciprocal hostilities of the Wabash Indians, 
and the people inhabiting the frontiers bordering on the river 
Ohio, which I herewith lay before Congress. 

“ The United States, in Congress assembled, by their acts of 
the 21st day of July, 1787, and of the 12th of August, 1788, 
made a provisional arrangement for calling forth the militia of 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, in the proportions therein specified. 

“As the circumstances which occasioned the said arrange- 
ment continue nearly the same, I think proper to suggest to 
your consideration the expediency of making some temporary 
provision for calling forth the militia of the United States for the 
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1789. 


purposes stated in the Constitution, which would embrace the 
cases apprehended by the governor of the western territory. 

Geo. Washington. 


^^Septernherie, 1789.” 


This message was also referred to Messrs. Boudlnot, Trumbull, 
and Burke. And on the 17th, Mr. Boudinot, from this committee, 
presented a bill to recognise and adapt to the (Jonstitution of the 
United States, the establishment of the troops raised under the re- 
solves of the United States, in Congress assembled, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned, which was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole House. The 
hill was considered in committee on the 22d, and several amend- 
ments were reported, which were agreed to by the House, and 
the bill was then ordered to the third reading; and on the follow- 
ing day, the blanks having been filled up, tlie bill was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the hill received the first 
reading on the 23d of September, was read the second time on 
the 20th, and was committed to Messrs. Read, Butler, King, 
Ellsworth, and Morris. Mr. Read, on the 28lh, reported amend- 
ments to the bill, and the bill was then read the third time and 
passed, so amended as to conform to the report of the committee. 
On the same day, the House of Representatives proceeded to con- 
sider these amendments, when it was resolved to agree to the 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments ; and, on 
motion to agree to the last amendment of the Senate, it was de- 
cided in the negative, by the following vote : — 


II. Journal, 
]). 113. 


Tel p. 118, 
119. 


S. Journal, 
p. 85. 

Id. p. 90, 
91. 


IT. Journal, 

p. 128 . 


Ayes — Messrs. Benson, Carroll, Clymer, Foster, Gilman, Law- 
rance, Lee, Madison, jr.. Partridge, Sherman, Silvester, Smith, 
of Maryland, Stone, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth. — 16. 

JVoes — Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 
Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gerry, Ileister, Jackson, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, Sumpter, Tucker, While. 


—25. 

So that the House disagreed to the seventh amendment. The s. Journal, 
Senate then determined to insist on this amendment; on which 
the House of Representatives resolved to recede from their disa- 
greement. 


On the 12th of January, the following message was transmit- 1790. 
ted, by the President of the United States, to the two houses of 
Congress: — 
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“ Gcmtlemcn of the Senate, and House of Representatives : — 

“ I lay before you a statement of the south-western frontiers, 
and of the Indian department, which have been submitted to me 
by the secretary for the department of war. 

‘‘ I conceive, that an unreserved, but confidential communica- s. Journal, 
tion of all the papers relative to the recent negotiations with P* 
some of the southern tribes of Indians, is indispensably requisite 
for the information of Congress. I am persuaded, that they will 
cfFectually prevent either transcripts or publications of all such 
circumstances as might be injurious to the public interests. 

‘‘ G. Washington. 

United States, January 12, 1790.*’ 

In the House of Representatives, this message and statement IT. Journal, 
were referred to a committee of five, consisting of Messrs. Wads- 
worth, Brown, Boudinot, Burke, and Baldwin. And on the fol- 
lowing day, Messrs. Livermore, Ames, Lawrance, Scott, and 
Smith, of Maryland, were added to this committee. Mr. Wads- 
worth, on the 20th of January, made a report, which was taken id. p. 143, 
up on the 21st, considered in committee of the whole, and re- 
ported without amendment. On the 1st of March, a further id. p. 165. 
communication on this subject, from the President of the United 
States, was laid on the table of the House of Representatives. 

There is no further statement of the proceeding on these mes- 
sages spread on the public Journal of the House of Representa- 
tives ; but it appears from the Senate Journal, that on the 26th s. .Tournal, 
of March, the following message was received in that body from 
the House of Representatives: — 

“ Mr, President : — The House of Representatives have had un- 
der consideration, the confidential communications from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, of the 12th of January, to the Se- 
nate and House of Representatives, and have passed a bill upon 
that subject, to which they request the concurrence of the Se- 
nate.” 

It was then ordered, that the bill, entitled “ An act for regu- id. p. 125 . 
lating the military establishment of the United States,” have the 
first reading at this time. On the 29th and 30th, the Senate 
were occupied on the question of the second reading of the bill, 
when it was committed to Messrs. Few, Ellsworth, Butler, 

Schuyler, Carroll, Langdon, and Strong. Mr. Few reported on 
the 6th of April ; and on the 20th, a further report was made, 
which was adopted as amendments to the bill, which was then 
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•iRt con^resR. ordered to the third reading; and on the 21st, the bill, as amend- s. .Tonmal. 

Sid SeBRion ^ ^ ^ . rx i 

“T" 7 ed, was passed. The House of Representatives proceeded to 

Bill passed. .1 , 1 1 1 1 t Id t> 133 

consider these amendments on the 22d, and resolved to agree to ' ^ ‘ 

all of them, with an amendment to the eighth amendment to the 

fifth section of the bill, as follows : — 

“ In lieu of the word ‘ eighteen,’ proposed to be inserted by n. Journal, 
the Senate, insert ‘ twenty-four.’ On the same day, the Senate ]]' , 

concurred in this amendment. j). 133. 


March, 1702, the following message was trans- 1792. 
mitted ])y the President of the United States to the two houses 
of Congress : — 

Unlied SiaicFif March. 2{)th^ 1792. 

“ Gcnllcmcn of the Scfuif(\ and of the llonsc of Rrprc,scnfath'cs : — 

Message of The several acts which have been passed, relatively to the ii. .Tonmal, 
L^To a bri' i^^ilihiry establishment of the United States, and the protection 
gadic r gc- of the frontiers, do not appear to have made provision for more s. journal, 
than one brigadier genial. It is incumbent on me to observe, P- 
that, with a view merely to the organization of the troops de- 
signated by these acts, a greater number of officers of that grade 
would, in my opinion, be conducive to the good of the public 
service. But an increase of the number becomes still more de- 
sirable, in reference to a difierent organization, which is con- 
templated, pursuant to the authority vested in me for that pur- 
pose, and which, besides other advantages expected from it, is 
recommended by considerations of economy. 

“ I therefore request that you will be pleased to take this sub- 
ject into your early consideration, and to adopt such measures 
thereon as you may judge proper. 

“G. Washington.” 

In the Senate this message was referred to Messrs. Burr, Gor- id. p. ^14, 
don, and Hawkins, to consider and report thereon; and, on the 
22d, Mr. Burr, from the committee, reported a bill, supple- 
mental to the act for making further and more cfTectual provi- 
sion for the protection of the frontiers of the United States; 
which was then read the first time, and, on the following day, 

Bill passed, after being amended, the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

On the same day, the bill was read the first and second time, in n. journal, 
the House of Representatives, and was committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. The bill w^as taken up in committee 
on the following day, and was reported with an amendment, id. p. 547. 
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2 d congresa. which was asrced to ; and the bill was then read the third time, 

Ist Session. ® _ _ 

and passed. On the 26th, the Senate concurred in the amend- s. Journal, 
ment of the House of Representatives. P’ 

Bill ma- The bill to which the above is the supplementary act, was re- H. Journal, 
vision ^for Housc of Representatives, on the 25th of Janua- P* 

protection ry, of the same year, from a committee charged with the sub- 
offrontiers. under the title of a bill for making further and more elTec- 
tual provision for the protection of the frontiers of the United 
States, which was then read the first and second time, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. In committee, 
the bill was considered the 2Gth, 27th, and 30th, when several Id. p.499. 
amendments were reported, some of which were adopted, and 
others were disagreed to. The bill being then under considera- 
tion, it was moved to amend the bill, by striking out the second 
section, which is as follows : — 

“ Jl??d he it further enacted — That there shall be raised three 
additional regiments of infantry, each of which, exclusively of 
the commissioned ofiicers, shall consist of nine hundred and 
twelve non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians.’’ 

And the question being put on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Gilman, 

Goodhue, Grove, Livermore, Macon, Niles, Parker, J. Smith, 

Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Ward, Williamson, Willis. — 18. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, Day- 
ton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gregg, Hartley, Huger, Key, Kit- 
chell, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Madison, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Wm. Smith, Ster- 
rett, Sturges, Silvester, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Wadsworth, 

Wayne, White. — 34. 

On the 31st, the bill having been further amended, was or- id. p. 500. 
dered to the third reading ; and, on the next day, the blanks 
having been filled up, the bill was read the third time, and the 
Passed by question on its passage was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
House. jovvs 

^^Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Brown, 

Clarke, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Hartley, Huger, 

Kilchell, Kittera, Learned, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 
ray, Page, Seney, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Silvester, Tredwell, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, Wayne, White. — 29, 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Macon, Niles, Parker, 
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Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Thatcher, Ward, Wil- 
lis. — 19. 

The bill was then sent to the Senate, where it was read the 
first time on the 3d of February, and, under a temporary in- s. journal, 
junction of secrecy, was printed in the form in which it had 1^- 
passed the House of Representatives, as follows : — 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled — That the battalion of infantry, and two regiments of 
infantry, now in service, be completed in their numbers, accord- 
ing to the establishment 

Sect, 2. Jlnd be it further enacted — That there shall be u. p. 335 . 
raised, for a term not exceeding three years, three additional re- 
giments of infantry, each of which, exclusively of the commis- 
sioned officers, shall consist of nine hundred and twelve non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians. And the Presi- 
dent may employ as many of the said troops as riflemen as he 
shall think proper: Provided — That the said three regiments 
shall be discharged as soon as the United States shall be at peace 
with the Indian tribes. 

Sect, 3. And he it further enacted — That the said addi- 
tional regiments shall be organized in the same manner as the 
regiment of infantry described in the act, passed during the se- 
cond session of the first Congress, entitled < An act for regu- 
lating the military establishment of the United States.^ 

Sect, 4. And he it further enacted — That there shall he 
raised a squadron of light dragoons, which, exclusively of the 
commissioned officers, shall consist of three hundred and four 
non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, and that it 
shall be a condition, in their enlistments, to serve as infantry 
whenever they shall be ordered thereto. That, the organization 
of the said squadron of light dragoons shall be as follows; name- 
ly: one major commandant, one adjutant, one quarter-master, 
one pay-master, one surgeon’s mate; and four troops, each of 
which shall consist of one captain, one lieutenant, one cornet, 
four sergeants, four corporals, one farrier, one saddler, one 
trumpeter, and sixty-five dragoons; and the said squadron shall 
be raised for a term not exceeding three years. 

‘‘ Sect, 5, And he it further enacted — That the non-com- 
missioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the said three re- 
giments of infantry, and the squadron of light dragoons, shall 
be enlisted for the term of three years, unless previously dis- 
charged. 
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Sect. 6. ^nd be it further enacted — That every recruit, 
who shall be enlisted by virtue of this act, shall receive six dol- 
lars bounty, and that the same shall he made up to the non-com- 
missioned officers, privates, and musicians, now in service, who 
have enlisted for three years, since the passing of the aforesaid 
act, entitled ‘An act for regulating the military establishment of 
the United States.’ 

“ Sect. 7. n^nd he it further enacted — That the commis- 
sioned officers, who shall be employed to recruit for the esta- 
blishment, shall be entitled to receive for every recruit, duly en- 
listed and mustered, two dollars. 

“ Sect. 8. xfind he it further enacted — That the monthly pay 
of the commissioned officers, non-commissioned officers, pri- 
vates, and musicians, in the military establishment of the United 
States, and of the three regiments and squadrons of light dra- 
goons, authorized by this act, shall be, in future, as follows, free 
of all deductions; to wit: — 

“ General Staff . — A major general, one hundred and sixty- 
six dollars; a brigadier general, one hundred and four dollars; 
quarter-master, one hundred dollars; adjutant, sixty dollars; in- 
spector, fifty dollars; chaplain, fifty dollars; surgeon, seventy 
dollars; deputy quarter-master, fifty dollars; aide-de-camp, in ad- 
dition to his pay in the line, twenty-four dollars; brigade major, 
in addition to his pay in the line, twenty-four dollars. 

Regimental . — Lieutenant colonel commandant, sixty dol- 
lars; majors commandant of dragoons and artillery, fifty-five dol- 
lars; pay-master, in addition to his pay in the line, ten dollars; 
quarter-master, in addition to his pay in the line, eight dollars; 
adjutant, in addition to his pay in the line, ten dollars; majors of 
infantry, fifty dollars; captains, fifty dollars; lieutenants, twenty- 
six dollars; ensigns and cornets, twenty dollars; surgeons, forty- 
five dollars; mates, thirty dollars; sergeant majors and quarter- 
master sergeants, eight dollars; senior musicians, seven dollars; 
sergeants, seven dollars; corporals, six dollars; privates, four dol- 
lars; musicians, four dollars; artificers, allowed to the light dra- 
goons and artillery, and included as privates, eight dollars; ma- 
trons and nurses in the hospital, eight dollars. 

“ Sect. 9, And he it further enacted — That the rations, or money 
in lieu thereof, for the commissioned, non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and musicians, of the additional troops herein men- 
tioned, shall be the same as described in the aforesaid act, enti- 
tled ‘ An act for regulating the military establishment of the 
United States,’ and in the act passed in the third session of the 
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first Congress, entitled ‘ An act for raising and adding another re- 
giment to the military establishment of the United States, and 
for making further provision for the protection of the frontiers.’ 

“ Sect. 10. A?id be it fiirlhcr enacted — That the forage to be al- 
lowed to the officers of the additional regiments authorized by 
this act, be the same as described by the acts before mentioned. 

Sect. 11. And he it further c?iacted — That the allowance of S. .lourml, 
clothing for the non-commissioned officers and privates of the^^’ '^^ 
three regiments and s(|uadron.s aforesaid, shall be the same as is 
by law established. That suitable clothing be provided for the 
cavalry, and adapted to the nature of the service, and conformed 
as near as maybe to the value of the clothing allowed the infan- 
try and artillery. 

12. And he it further enacted — That all the commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the three 
regiments and squadron, aforesaid, shall lake the same oatlis, 
shall be governed by the same rules and regulations, and, in 
cases of disabilities, shall receive the same compensations, as arc 
described in the before-mentioned act, entitled ‘ An act for re- 
gulating the military establishment of the United States.’ 

Sect. 13. And he it further enacted — That it shall he lawful 
for the President of the United States, to forbear to raise, or to 
discharge after they shall be raised, the whole or any part of the 
said three additional regiments of infantry, or the S(|uadron of 
light dragoons, in ca.se events shall, in I lis judgment, render his so 
doing consistent with the public safety. 

“6Vr/. 14. And whereas, in case the forbearing to raise the 
whole, or some part of the said three additional regiments should 
be deemed not consistent with the public safety, it will still be desi- 
rable that all unnecessary expense should, as far as possible, be 
avoided; and to that end, that the officers for the same should 
only be appointed from time to time, as occasion may require: 

Be it enacted — That the President alone be authorized to make 
all such appointments as may not be required previously to the 
close of the present session of the Senate,’ and may become ne- 
cessary before the next session of Congress. 

“ Sect. 15. And he it further enacted — That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to engage, in lieu 
of the whole, or any part of the three regiments authorized by 
this act, or, in addition to the same, such number of infantry or 
cavalry as in his judgment the public service may require: Pro- 
vided — That the entire number of non-commissioned officers and 
privates, including such part of the said regiments as may be 
VoL. I. — ()4 
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raised and not discharged, shall not exceed six thousand : And 
provided — That the infantry and cavalry shall not be engaged for 
a longer term than nine months, nor be allowed, the infantry, 
more than twenty-five cents per day, nor the cavalry, each per- 
son engaged finding his own horse, arms, and accoutrements, and 
at his own risk, seventy- five cents per day, and twenty-five cents 
per day in lieu of rations and forage: provided he furnish himself 
therewith : — and the allowance to the non-commissioned officers, 
whether in the infantry or cavalry, shall not exceed, to those of 
the infantry, thirty-three cents and one-third of a cent per day, 
and to those of the cavalry, one dollar and twenty- five cents per 
day. 

“ Sect. 10. A7}d he it further' enacted — That the President alone 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to appoint, for the infantry and 
cavalry so to be engaged, the proper cornmissioiicd officers, who 
shall not exceed in number and rank the proportions assigned to 
the said three regiments and squadron, respectively; and whose 
pay, and other allowances, shall not exceed those of officers of 
corresponding rank in the said regiments and squadron. 

Sect. 17. And be it further enacted — That the President of the 
United States be authorized, in case he shall deem the measure 
expedient, to employ a number not exceeding one thousand, of 
Indians, belonging to the tribes m alliance with the United 
States, to act against the hostile Indians; and also to make 
them such compensations as he shall judge right, not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars in the whole.” 

The question on the second reading of this bill caused a con- s. Journal, 
siderable discussion in the Senate, and occupied the 6th, 7th, 8th, 
and 0th of February, when a motion to postpone the second 
reading was decided in the negative. It was then moved to ex- id. p. 388. 
punge the second section ; and the question being put, this mo- 
tion was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawddns, 

Lee, Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. 

^ 13 . 

Majs — Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Henry, Izard, Johnston, Langdon, Morris, Read, Rutherford. 

^12. 

The bill was then referred to Messrs. Strong, Gunn, Monroe, u. p. 392. 
Bradley, and Ellsworth, to consider and report generally there- 
on. Mr. Strong, on the 15th, reported the bill in an amended 
form. On the following day, it was moved to postpone the re- 
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port of the committee, so far as to take into consideration the 
proposed amendment to the 15th section; hut the motion was 
rejected. A motion was then made to postpone the report, and 
to reconsider the second section of the bill which had been re- 
jected. After some discussion of this motion, the further consi- 
deration of the bill was postponed until the next day ; and, on 
the day following, a motion to adopt the second section was 
agreed to, as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, Mor- 
ris, Read, Rutherford. — 15. 

JVaj/s — Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Lee, Mon- 
roe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee, and rejected so much of it as proposed to ex- 
punge the third section of the bill. The bill was then, after 
further discussion, referred to Messrs. Burr, Hawkins, Read, Ells- 
worth, and Gunn, with the amendments reported by the com- 
mittee, together with the motions made thereon. On the 21st, 
Mr. Hawkins, from this committee, reported amendments, which, 
on the next day, were agreed to ; and the bill was ordered to the 
third reading. The bill was read the third time, on the 23d of 
February, when a motion was made to expunge the last section 
of the bill, as it was amended : to wit : — 

Sect. — . *^nd he it fur flier enacted — That the President of the 
United States be authorized, in case he shall deem the measure 
expedient, to employ such number of the Indians, and for such 
compensations, as he may think proper: Provided, the said com- 
pensations do not, in the whole, exceed twenty thousand dol- 
lars.” 

The question on this motion was decided in the negative, as 
follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Monroe, Robinson, Ruther- 
ford, Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — 8. 

JYays — Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 
Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, 
Langdon, Lee, Morris, Read, Stanton. — 18. 

Mr. Butler was excused from voting on the question. 

It was then moved to amend this section, so that it should 
read as follows : — 

And he it further enacted — That the President of the United 
States be authorized to distribute such sums as he may think 
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proper, among the Indians in alliance with the United States, 
not exceeding twenty thousand dollars in the whole.” 

And this motion was determined in the negative. 

It was then moved to reduce the number of each regiment to 
nine hundred and twelve non-commissioned officers, privates, 
and musicians, instead of nine hundred and sixty, as reported by 
the committee ; and this motion was decided in the negative, by 
the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Few, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Wingate. — 8. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, 

Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson. — 18. 

Mr. Butler was also excused from voting on this question. 

It was then moved to expunge the second section of the bill, 
and substitute as follows: — 

Seel. — . t/2n(l be it further enacted — That the President of s. journal, 
the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to engage such P- 
number of expert woodsmen, to serve as infantry or cavalry, as, 
in his judgment, the public service may require: Provided — 

That the entire number of non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates shall not exceed two thousand: J3nd provided — That the 
infantry and cavalry shall not be engaged for a longer time than 
ten months, nor be allowed, the infantry more than twenty-five 
cents per day, nor the cavalry, each person engaged finding his 
own horse, arms, and accoutrements, and at his own risk, seven- 
ty-five cents per da}^, and twenty-five cents per day, in lieu of 
rations and forage, provided he furnish himself therewith; and 
the allowance to the non-commissioned officers, whether in the 
infantry or cavalry, shall not exceed, to those of the infantry 
thirty-three cents and one-third of a cent per day, and to those 
of the cavalry one dollar and Iwcnly-five cents per day.” 

And the question on this motion \vas decided in the negative, 
as follows; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Few, Foster, Gunn, Lee, 

Monroe, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King, Langdon, Mor- 
ris, Read, Rutherford. — 15. 

The question on the passage of the bill, as amended, was then 
decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 
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mSurn'* Fea^—Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, King;, Lanc- 
Billpassed. Morris, Read, Rutherford. — 16. 

JVays — Messrs. Bradley, ]3utler, Few, Foster, Lee, Monroe, 
Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 11. 

The amendments of the Senate arc as follow: — 

Amend- Secliou 1. Expunge from lines 2 and 3, these words: ^ and 
thrsenate^ two regiments of infantry/ Line 3. Strike out ^in their num- 
bers,’ and, at the end of the same section, add, ‘ and that the 
two regiments of infantry, now in service, be completed to the 
number of nine hundred and sixty non-commissioned ofiicers, 
privates, and musicians, each.’ 

Sccllon 2. Strike out, after the word ‘regiments,’ 2d ll/ic, to 
the word ‘ provided,’ in the Stb luie, and insert ‘ each of which, 
exclusively of the commissioned officers, shall consist of nine hun- 
dred and sixty non-commissioned ofiicers, privates, and musicians; 
and that one of the said regiments be organized in the following 
manner, that is to say: two battalions of infantry, each of which, 
exclusively of the commissioned ofiicers, shall consist of throe hun- 
dred and twenty non-commissioned ofHcers, jirivatos, and musi- 
cians; and one squadron of light dragoons, which, exclusively of 
the commissioned ofiicers, shall consist of three hundred and 
twenty non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians; and 
that it shall be a condition in the enlistment of the said dragoons, 
to serve as dismounted dragoons, whenever they shall be ordered 
thereto; that the organization of the said squadron of light dra- 
goons shall be as follows; namely: one major, one adjulaiit, one 
quarter master, one surgeon's mate, and four troops, each of which 
shall consist of one captain, one lieutenant, one cornel, four ser- 
geants, four corporals, one farrier, one saddler, one trumpeter, and 
sixty-nine dragoons ; and the President may arna the sjiid troops 
as he shall think proper; and that the said regiments shall be 
otherwise organized, as the regiment of infantry described in an 
act, passed the second session of the first G)ngrcss, entitled ‘ An 
act for regulating the military establishment of the United 
States:’ Provided — That the said three regiments shall be dis- 
charged as soon as the United States shall be at peace with the 
Indian tribes.’ 

“ Strike out the 3d and 4th sections. 

Sect, 5, li?i€ 2, 3. Strike out ‘of infantry, and the squadron 
of light dragoons.’ 

“ Sect. 6, line 2. Strike out ‘ six,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 
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^ ‘ regiments,’ strike out ‘ and squa- 

dron of light dragoons.’ Line C. Strike out before the word bri- 
ment^^^of g^<^ier the letter * s,’ and to the word ‘ brigadier,’ add the letter 
Senate. < s.’ Line 7. After ‘ dollars,’ insert * each.’ Line 8. Strike out 
‘ adjutant, sixty dollars ; inspector, fifty dollars,’ and insert ‘ adju- 
tant, to do also the duty of an inspector, seventy-five dollars.’ 
Line 10. After the word ‘ major,’ insert ‘to act also as deputy 
inspector.’ Line 10. At the end thereof, add ‘ principal artificer, 
forty dollars ; second ditto, twenty-six dollars.’ Line 12. Strike 
out ‘sixty,’ and insert ^seventy-five.^ Lmes 12 and 13. Strike 
out ‘ majors commandant of dragoons and artillery,’ and insert 
‘ major commandant of artillery, and major of dragoons.’ Li?ie 
18. Strikeout ‘eight,’ and insert ‘seven,’ and for ‘seven,’ in- 
sert ‘ six.’ Line 19. For ‘ seven,’ insert ‘six,’ and for ‘six,’ insert 
‘ five.’ Line 19. For ‘ four,’ insert ‘ three.’ And Line 20. After 
the word ‘ the,’ insert the word ‘ infantry.’ 

“ Sect. 11, Ime 2. After the word ‘ the,’ insert ‘ infantry of S 
the said. ’ Line 2, strike out the words ‘ and squadron afore- ^ 
said.’ 

Seef, 12, /ine 2, Before the word < three,’ insert ^ said,’ and 
in the same line, strike out the words ^ and squadron aforesaid.’ 

“ Seel. 1 3, lmes 3 and 4, Strike out ^ of infantry, or the squad- 
ron of light dragoons.’ 

Strike out the 14th section. 

“ Sect 15, Ime 3. Strike out the words ^ or in addition to the 
same.’ Line 4, strike out the words ^ infantry or.’ Strike out 
from the word ‘ require,’ in the said line, to the end of the sec- 
tion, and insert as follows, ^ who shall not be engaged for a long- 
er term than nine months, nor be allowed, the non-commissioned 
officers, more than one dollar per day, nor the privates more 
than seventy-five cents per day, each person finding his horse, 
arms, and accoutrements, at his own risk, and twenty-five cents 
per day in lieu of rations and forage, provided he furnish him- 
self therewith.’ 

*^Sect 1 6, line 2. Strike out the words ^ infantry and. ’ 4th line, 
strike out the words ‘ and squadron respectively.’ Zme 5, after 
the word ^ not,’ insert ‘ exclusively of fifty cents per day, for the 
use and risk of their horses.’ Line 6, strike out the words ^ and 
squadron.’ 

Sect 17, line 2. Strike out, after the word ^employ,’ to the 
end of the section, and insert ‘such number of the Indians, and 
for such compensations, as he may think properj provided the 
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isSfor' compensations do not, in the whole, exceed twenty thou- 
sand dollars.^ 

Number the sections in conformity to the amendments.’’ 

Correction The amendments having been sent to the House of Repre- n. journal, 
ror were there taken up for consideration on the P- 

24th, when a mistake therein was suggested, and some debate s. Journal, 
ensued, which was interrupted by a message from the Senate, 
informing the House that an error being discovered in the tran- 
script of the amendments, it was requested that the bill and 
amendments should be returned to the Senate for the purpose of 
having the error rectified. It was then determined that the 
clerk of the House should go with the bill to the Senate, and the 
mistake having been rectified by the Senate, it was returned to 
the House by the secretary of the Senate. The amendments 
were considered by the House on the 25th, when some were ii. journal, 
concurred in, and others disagreed to. On the 27th, the Senate P- 
proceeded to consider the resolutions of the House of Represent- iy 
ativesj to wit: — 

Rcsolu- That they agree to the following amendments of the Senate, u. p. 39 R. 

tions of vvith amendments; to wit: — 

House. 

In the amendment to the second section, strike out the last 
paragraph in the clause proposed to be inserted by the Senate, 
in these words; to wit: — 

And that the said regiments shall be otherwise organized, 
as the regiment of infantry described in an act passed fhc second 
session of the first Congress, entitled ^ An act for regulating the 
military establishment of the United States.’ ” 

“And in lieu thereof, insert, 

“ Provided ahvays, and be it enacted — That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, to organize the 
said five regiments of infantry, and the said corps of horse and 
artillery, as he shall judge expedient, diminishing the number of 
corps, or taking from one corps and adding to another, as shall 
appear to him proper, so that the whole number of officers and 
men shall not exceed the limits above prescribed. 

In the thirteenth amendment to the eighth section, after the 
words ^ three dollars,’ for the pay of the privates, insert, 

“ ‘ And at the rate of one dollar per month, to be paid accord- 
ing to the accumulated amount, at the time of discharge, to each 
soldier respectively; or, in case of death in the service, accord- 
ing to the amount then accumulated, to be paid to his widow, II 
any; if not, to his next of kin, in equal degree, which reserved 
pay shall not be assignable.’ 
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“In the third amendment to the sixteenth section, after the 
word ^ exclusively,’ insert ‘to the officers of the cavalry.’ 

“ They disagree to the following amendments j to wit: — 

“ To the amendment to the sixth section. 

“ To the second and third amendments to the eighth section. 

“ To all the amendments to the fourteenth and fifteenth sec- 
tions; and 

“ To the first amendment to the sixteenth section. 

“ And agree to all the other amendments of the said bill.’’’ 

After considering these resolutions, the Senate determined to 
agree to the amendment to their amendment of the second sec- 
tion; to disagree to the amendment of their thirteenth amend- 
ment of the eighth section, and to the amendment of their 
third amendment of the sixteenth section; and to insist on their 
amendments to the sixth section, on all their amendments to the 
fourteenth and fifteenth sections, and on their first amendment 
to the sixteenth section. 

The Senate resolved to recede from their second and third 
amendments to the eiglith section of the bill. 

In the House of Representatives, the consideration of these n.Joumul, 
amendments was resumed on the 28th, when it was resolved by 
the House to recede from their amendment to the thirteenth 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the eighth section of the 
bill, and to agree to the said thirteenth amendment without 
amendment; also, to recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the sixth section. On all 
their other disagreements to the amendments of the Senate, as 
well as on their amendment to the third amendment proposed by 
the Senate to tlic sixteenth section, to wdiich the Senate had dis- 
agreed, the House determined to insist. The House also re- 
solved to desire a conference with the Senate, on the subject of s. .loumal, 
the disagreeing* votes, and appointed Messrs. Sedgwick, Wil- P-399, 
liamson. White, Dayton, and Brown, to be their managers. The 
Senate, having agreed to the proposition for a conference, ap- 
pointed Messrs. Ellsworth, Butler, and King, to be managers on 
the part of the Senate. Pending the consideration of these 
amendments in the House, on the question that the House insist 
on their disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, to strike 
out the fourteenth section of the bill, the ayes and noes being 
required, the decision was as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinot, ii.Joumaly 
S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, Clarke, Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, P 
Goodhue, Gregg, Grove, Hillhousc, Huger, Key, Kitchcll, 
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Learned, Macon, Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, Jere, Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, That- 
cher, Wadsworth, Ward, White, Williamson. — 43. 

JYocs — Messrs. Benson, Fitzsimons, Hartley, Heister, Liver- 
more, I. Smith, Tredwcll, Wayne, Willis. — 9. 

Mr. Steele was subsequently appointed a manager of the pro- 
posed Conference on the part of the House, in the room of Mr. 
Dayton, who was incapacitated by indisposition. On the 1st of 
March, Mr. Sedgwick made a report to the House, which was 
considered, and the House adopted the following resolutions: — 

Resolved — That this House doth recede from their disa- 
greement to the amendment of the Senate for striking out the 
fourteenth section of the said bill: also, that this House doth re- 
cede from their disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
to the sixteenth section, and doth agree to the said several amend- 
ments without amendment. 

Resolved — That this House doth agree to an amendment 
and modification of the fifteenth section, to read as followeth: — 
“ And he it further enacted — That the President be, and he 
hereby is, authorized, from time to time, to call into service, 
and for such periods as he may deem requisite, such number of 
cavalry as, in his judgment, may be necessary for the protection 
of the frontiers: Provided — That the non-commissioned officers 
shall not be allowed more than one dollar per day, nor the pri- 
vates more than seventy -five cents per day; each person finding 
his horse, arms, and accoutrements, and at his own risk, and 
iwenty-five cents per day, in lieu of rations and forage: provided 
he furnish himself therewith.’’ 


40J. 


Mr. Ellsworth, on the 2d, made a report to the Senate from s. jomml, 
the managers on the part of the House, and, the Senate then 
adopted the report of the managers, and concurred with the 
House of Representatives in their resolutions. 


On the 28th of December, 1792, being the second session of 
the second Congress, a motion was submitted that the House of 
Representatives come to the following resolution:— 

u Resolved That a committee be appointed to prepare and H.-Twirnal, 

bring in a bill to reduce the military establishment of the United ’ 

States to regiments, or corps, consisting each of — 

non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, with such 
proportion of commissioned officers as the President may think 
VoL. I. — 05 
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proper to continue in service; and to repeal so much of an act, 
passed the 5th of March, 1792, entitled ‘ An act for making fur- H. Journal, 
ther and more effectual provision for the protection of the fron- 
tiers of the United States,’ as may contravene this intention.” 

This motion was committed to a committee of the whole house, 
and, on the 2d, 3d, and 5th of January, 1793, that committee had id. p. 663. 
the motion under consideration, and reported their disagreement 
to the same. On the 8th, the House took up the subject. A mo- Id. p. 664. 
tion was then made to amend the motion, by striking out, in the 
second and third lines, the words each of non-commis- 

sioned officers, privates, and musicians,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words “ of non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, who are now in service, or may be 

recruited before the day of next.” The ques- 

tion on this motion was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote : — 

— Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Gerry, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Greenup, Grove, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Madison, 

Mercer, Moore, Niles, Orr, Parker, Jere. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Ward, Williamson. — 20. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gregg, Hartley, 

Heister, Hillhouse, Huger, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Mil- 
ledge, Muhlenberg, Murray, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Silvester, 

J. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

White, Willis. — 32. 

The main question, that the House agree to the said motion, id. p. 665. 
was then put, and decided in the negative by the following vote : 

^yes — Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Greenup, 

Grove, Leonard, Livermore, Macon, Mercer, Niles, Orr, Parker, 

Jere. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, Ward. — 20. 

JVbes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gregg, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kitchell, Kittera, Lawrance, Lee, 

Milledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, 

Silvester, J. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, White, Williamson, Willis. — 36. 

The motion was, therefore, decided in the negative. 


iBtcongresB. Thk message of the President of the United States, which was 1789. 
introduced in the commencement of this chapter, in the views h. Journal, 
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. 1 st Congress, which it Contained of the measures necessary for the national de- 
ist Session. ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

fence, embraced the negotiation of treaties with the Indians ; and 
one of the resolutions of the committee of the whole house on the 
state of the Union, to which that message was referred, distinctly 
recognised the policy of such a measure ; and it was ordered that 
Messrs. Clymer, Ames, and Moore, be a committee to prepare 
and bring in a bill to carry this purpose into effect. Mr. Clymer, 
on the 10th of August, 1780, from this committee, presented a 

Rill as to “ bill providing for the expenses which may attend negotiations or ii..iournal, 
treaties with the Indian tribes, and the appointment of commis- i'- 
sioners for managing the same which was then read the first 
time, and received the second reading on the next day, when it 
was also considered in committee of the whole, and reported with 
amendments, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill 
was ordered to the third reading. 

On the same day, the following motion was submitted to the 
House : — 

Motion “ Resolved — That in case of refusal of the Creek Indians to 

submiUcd. treaty, to agree to such articles and terms, as to the 

commissioners, to be appointed, shall appear necessary and just, 
the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to raise, or eause to be raised, such number of troops, in 
the pay and establishment of the United States, or to call forth 
and imbody such proportion of the militia of the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as will secure and protect, by such proper 
posts as he may think necessary, the inhabitants of the state of 
Georgia from the invasion and further inroads of the Creek In- 
dians: Provided — ^That the whole number of men so to be raised, 

on the establishment of the United States, shall not exceed , 

nor be continued for a longer term than : And provided, also 

— That the whole number of the militia, so to be called forth and 

imbodied, shall not exceed ; nor shall any one person be 

obliged to serve more than ; and the said militia, when in 

actual service, shall be entitled to the pay and emoluments of 
the troops of the United States.” 

Motion This motion was ordered to be committed to a committee of ij. p. 73. 
committed, whole, on the state of the Union. 

On the 12th of August, the bill providing for the expenses 
which may attend negotiations or treaties with the Indian tribes, 
and the appointment of commissioners for managing the same, 
was read the third time. It was then moved to fill up the first 
blank with the sum of forty thousand dollars; which motion 
was decided in the affirmative by the following vote : — 
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jst Congress. Aijcs — MessFS. Baldwin, Benson, Brown, Burke, Cadw.alader, ii. journal, 

Motion to ^ Filzsimons, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Huntington, * ' 

fill blank, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Muhlenberg, 
agreed to. Page, Scott, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Silvester, Trum- 
bull, Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 28. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, Carroll, Floyd, Gerry, Gilman, 

Grout, Hathorn, Heister, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, Parker, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sher- 
man, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher. — 23. 

The bill was then recommitted to a committee of the whole id. p. 79. 
house, and was immediately taken up and considered in commit- 
tee, and an amendment was reported, which was agreed to, and 
the bill was again ordered to the third reading. On the 13th, 

Passed by the bill Was read the third time, and passed, and was sent to the 
House. Senate, where, on the same day, it was read the first time, and s. .Toumab 
Commuted received the second reading on the 14th, and was committed to 
in Senate. ]\j^;ssrs. Few, Ellsworth, King, Lee, and Butler. On the 17th, 
this committee reported, that it be 

RopoH. Resolved — That there be allowed and paid to a superinten- 

dent of Indian affairs, in the southern department, that may be 
nominated by the President, and appointed by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, the sum of per day, in- 

cluding his expenses for <hc time he maybe employed in attend- 
ing a treaty, proposed to be held by the commissioners of the 
United States and the Creek Indians, at the Rock Landing, in 
the state of Georgia, on the 15th day of September next. 

That, in case the proposed treaty should fail in the desired 
objecl, of establishing peace between the citizens of the United 
States and the Creek Indians, Congress will make such grants of 
money, and pursue such other measures, as will be necessary for 
the protection and safety of the inhabitants of the southern 
frontiers, and best secure the peace of the United States.” 

Disagreea This report was disagreed to by the Senate. It was then pi. p. 80 
moved that it be 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to nominate a fit person, for superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs in the southern department, in order that he may be sent 
forw'ard as soon as may be, to act with the commissioners of In- 
dian affiiirs, in the southern department, appointed pursuant to 

a resolution of Congress, passed on the day of , and 

aid them in carrying into effect a treaty that is proposed to be 
held with the Creek nation, on the 15th day of September next, 
in the stale of Georgia, at the Rock Landing. 
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“ That the sum of dollars be delivered to the said su- 

perintendent, to be appropriated for the immediate purpose of 
the said treaty, for which sum he shall be accountable. 

“ That the President of the United States be requested to in- 
struct the said superintendent and commissioners, to hear and 
fully investigate all the complaints and grievances of the said 
Creek Indians, and to use all life means in their power to quiet 
their minds,’ and to do them ample justice, agreeably to the 
aforesaid resolution of Congress, and instructions heretofore given 
for that purpose: That, if the said Indians should prove refrac- 
tory, or refuse to treat, and establish peace on just and reasona- 
ble terms, then, and in that case, the said superintendent and 
commissioners be directed to make immediate report thereof to 
the President of the United States, and Congress will make such 
grants of money, and pursue such other measures as will be ne- 
cessary for the safety and protection of the inhabitants of the 
southern frontiers, and best secure the peace of the United 
States.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative. 

It was then moved that the Senate adopt the following reso- 
lution: — 

‘^Resolved — That the President of the United States be au- 
thorized and empowered, and he is hereby authorized and em- 
powered, should the Creek Indians decline to make peace 
with the state of Georgia, to take clTectual measures for cover- 
ing the state of Georgia from the incursions of the Indians, 
either by ordering some of the troops now at Fort llarmar to 
march to the frontiers of Georgia, or by embodying such a num- 
ber of the militia as he shall think sufficient to ensure to the ci- 
tizens of Georgia protection and the cultivation of their lands in 
peace and security; and that he be empowered to draw on the 
treasury for defraying the expenses of the same.” 

And on motion for the previous question; to wit: — Shall the 
main question be now put?” it was decided in the negative. 

The bill was again taken up for consideration on the 18th, 
w’hen a motion to strike out eight dollars ” from the clause 
providing for the compensation to the commissioners, and insert 

five dollars,” in line 8th; another motion to insert, afler 

eight dollars per day,” the words <‘at the discretion of the 
President:” and a third motion, to strike out << eight dollars,” 
and insert ‘‘ six dollars,” were all decided in the negative; and 
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that the bill should be read the third time on this day. It was 
then moved to strike out, in line 3d, forty,’’ and insert “ twen- 
ty,” in order thereby to limit the sum to be expended in nego- 
tiating a treaty with the Indian tribes to twenty thousand dol- 
lars. The question being put on^this motion, it was determined 

Amended, in the affirmative by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Henry, 
Johnson, King, Langdon, Read, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate. 
— 12 . 

Na;^s — Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Mor- 
ris. — 7. 

It was then moved that the Senate adopt the following reso- 
lution: — 

Resolved — That Congress will make provision for the dis- 
charging of any expenses that may be incurred by such military 
arrangements as the President of the United States may think 
proper to make, for the purpose of protecting the citizens of 
Georgia from the depredations of the Creek Indians, should 
peace not take place with them, or should they, having agreed 
to a peace, violate the same.” 

And on motion for the previous question, it was decided in 

Passed by the negative. The bill was then passed in its amended form. 

Senate. 


2«1 Session. 


Bill for 
holding 
treaty with 
Indians. 


The House, on the 19th concurred in the amendment of the 
Senate. 

It has been already stated that the bill to regulate the military 
establishment of the United States, which was passed at the se- 
cond session of the first Congress, was reported by a committee 
to whom was referred a message from the President of the United 
States, of the 12th of January, 1790, and that none of the pro- 
ceedings on that ^3ill appear upon the public Journals of the 
House of Representatives. Another bill emanated from the same s 
committee, and was carried through the House of Representa- 
tives with the same secrecy; and, on the 29th of March, the fol- 
lowing message was sent to the Senate from the House: — 

“ Mr, President — The House of Representatives have passed 
another bill upon the subject of the confidential communications 
made by the President of the United States, in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate.” 

The Senate then proceeded to the first reading of the bill, en- 
titled An act providing for holding a treaty or treaties, to esta- 


1789. 


I. Journal, 
I. 81 . 


I. Journal, 
*. 84 . 


1790. 


1. Journal, 
. 125. 
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blish peace with certain Indian tribes.’^ This bill was not taken up s. Journal, 
for the second reading until the 9th of July, when it was committed P* 
to Messrs. Schuyler, Gunn, and Langdon, and was reported on 
the 16th, with amendments, when it was ordered to the third id. p. 181. 
reading. On the following day, the bill was read the third id. p. 182. 
time, and passed in its amended form. The amendment of the n. Journal, 
Senate received the concurrence of the House on the same day. 

On the 30th of March, Mr. Wadsworth, from the same com- id. p. 185. 
mittee, presented to the House of Representatives a bill to regu- 
late trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, which was then 
read the first time, and received the second reading, and was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the following day. 

The bill was taken up in committee on the 10th of April, and id. p. 19:2. 
also on the 28th, on which day the committee was discharged 
from further proceeding on the bill, and it was recommitted to 
Messrs. Wadsworth, Brown, Boudinot, Burke, Baldwin, J^iver- 
more, Ames, Lawrance, Scott, Smith, of Maryland, Sumpter, 
and Steele. Mi^ Wadsworth, on the 14th of May, presented, id. p. 216. 
from this committee, an amendatory bill, which was then read 
the first time, and received the second reading, and was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, on the following Mon- 
day. On the 22d of June, this bill was considered in commit- id. p. 217. 
tee of the whole, and several amendments were reported, which 
were agreed to by the House. It was then moved to amend 
the bill by striking out the fourth section, in the words follow- 
ing:— 

“ A7id he it further ctiacted — That a sum, not exceeding 

thousand dollars, be appropriated out of the moneys arising from 
duties on imposts and tonnage, subject to the orders of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, to be laid out in goods and articles of 
trade, suitable for supplying the wants and necessities of the In- 
dians, and to be vended and retailed to them through the agency 
of the said superintendents, and persons to be licensed by them 
for that purpose, in such manner, and conformably to such regu- 
lations, as the President of the United States shall establish.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Coles, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, id. p. 248, 
Goodhue, Hathorn, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Jackson, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, 

T ucker. — 26. 
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JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cad- 
walader, Con tee, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, 
Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Scott, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Steele, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White. — 27, 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading ; and on the s. journal, 
following day, it was read the third time and passed. On the 
same day, the bill received the first reading in the Senate, and 
was read the second time on the 2d of July, when it was com- 
mitted to Messrs. Hawkins, Few, and Schuyler. Mr. Hawkins, 
on the 8th, reported amendments, and the bill was amended ac- 
cordingly, and ordered to the third reading. And on the 9th, 
the bill, as amended, was passed, and sent to the House for con- 
currence in the amendments; and the House concurred in the 
amendments on the following day. 

On the 12th, however, as appears by the Journal of the n. journal. 
House of Representatives, it was discovered that a mistake had l> '^^67,268. 
been made in the message from the Senate, vvlifereby an amend- 
ment proposed on the part of the Senate for striking out the 
fourth section of the bill, had been omitted. The fourth section 
is as follows ; — 

‘‘ Sect. 4. And be it further enacted — That a sum, not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars, be appropriated, out of the moneys arising 
from duties on imposts and tonnage, subject to the orders of the 
President of the United Slates, to be laid out in goods and arti- 
cles of trade, suitable for supplying the wants and necessities of 
the Indians, and to be vended and retailed to them through the 
agency of the said superintendents, and persons to be licensed by 
them for that purpose, in such manner, and conformably to such 
regulations as the President of the United States shall establish.” 

The House then proceeded to consider this amendment, and 
disagreed to it. The Senate, on the same day, adopted a resolu- g. journal, 
tion to insist on their amendment. On the 13th, the House of P- 17^7'. 
Representatives also determined to insist on their disagreement, h. Journal 
and desired a conference with the Senate on the subject, ap- P- 269. 
pointing Messrs. Madison, Scott, and Moore, to be managers at 
the conference, on their part. The Senate, on the next day, s. Joumal, 
agreed to the conference, and appointed Messrs. Schuyler, Ells- P* 
worth, and Strong, to be their managers. Mr. Madison made a 
report from the managers to the House of Representatives, on ii. Journal, 
the 10th, and the House then resolved to recede Rom their disa- P* 
greement to the amendment of the Senate. 
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tfil Congress. At the Commencement of the third session of this Congress, the ll. Journal, 
President of the United States, in his opening speech, informed 
houses of the necessity wliicli had been impo.sed on liirn 
gainst In- by the iiicursions of the Indians, of authorizing an expedition for 
nor^h west purpose of repelling them. And on the 0th of December, 
frontiers, the speaker laid before the House of Representatives a letter 
from the secretary of war, accompanied with a statement of the 
information on which the expedition against the Indians north- 
west of the Ohio had been founded ; and also tlie instructions to Id. p. 336. 
the go^aTiior of the western territory, and the commanding offi- 
cer of the troops, relative to the same object; together with an 
estimate of the expense with which the expedition will probably 
be attended ; all which papers were laid on the table. On the 
14th, the following message, in reference to this subject, was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress: — 

“ Uniled Slates, December 14, 1790. 

‘‘ Genilemen of the Senate, and House of itepresentatives : — 

.Message of “Having informed Congress of the expedition wliich had been s. Journal, 
1‘rcsidcnt. clirected against certain Indians north-west of the Ohio, I 

brace the earliest opportunity of laying before you the oflicial 
communications which have been received upon that subject. 

“ (1. Washington.’^ 

Resolu- following day, the House, in committee of the whole on ii.joiimub 

fion to dc- (lie state of the Union, adopted the following resolution; — p. 338. 

fray cx- 

pensc.s of Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee that im- 

emexpedi- mediate provision ought to be made for defraying the expenses 
incurred in the expedition against the Indians, north-west of the 
Ohio.” 

And this resolution was referred, by the House, to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, with instruction to report an aj)propriation 
pursuant thereto. 

On the 24th and 27th of January, 1791, the following messages, 
from the President of the United States, were communicated to 
the two houses : — 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Representatives : — 

Messages “ 1 lay before you a statement relative to the frontiers of the s. Journub 
fromPresi- United States, which has been submitted to me by the secretary P 
Indian dc- for the department oi war. 

predations. n j j.g]y upon your wisdom to make such arrangements as may 
VoL, I. — Gti 
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essential for the preservation of good order, and the effectual 
protection of the frontiers. 

Mc^sajjes u WASHINGTON, 

dent ** United States, January 24, 1791/* 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : — 

“ In order that you may be fully informed of the situation of s. journal, 
the frontiers, and the prospects of hostility in that quarter, I lay P* 236. 
before you the intelligence of some recent depredations, received h. joumal, 
since my message to you upon this subject, of the 24th instant. P* 

“ G. Washington. 

“ United States, January 27, 1791.” 

Committed In the House of Representatives, the papers referred to in this 
in House. message were committed to Messrs. Ames, Wadsworth, Fitz- 
simons, Viriing, Brown, Williamson, and Jackson. 


2d ronc:rf’‘<fl No report or further proceeding on the subject appears in the s. journal, 
^ Journal of this session. But, on opening the hrst session of the P* 
rresident’s sccoiid Congress, the President of the United States, more in dc- 
to^^^course more emphatically, called the attention of Congress to ii. journal, 

towaidsin- the state of the Indian frontiers, and the policy of adopting some P‘ 
dians. nieasures of conciliation, and introducing a system of intercourse 
“ calculated to advance the happiness of the Indians, and to at- 
tach them firmly to the United States.” On the 27th of October, 
also, the following message was transmitted by the President of 
the United States, to the two houses of Congress : — 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the, House of Representatives : — 

Recall of “ I have directed the secretary of war to lay before you, for s. Journal, 
expedition your information, the reports of BrigadierGeneral Scott and Lieu- P' 

Wabash tenant Colonel Commandant Wilkinson, the officers who com- ii. journal, 
Indians. manded the twb expeditions against the Wabash Indians, in the P‘ 
months of June and August last; together with the instructions, 
by virtue of which the said expeditions were undertaken. 

“G. Washington, 

United States, 27th October, 1791.” 

The suggestions of the President, in his opening speech, were, 
on the 31st of October, referred to Messrs. White, Lawrance, and id. p. 445. 
Steele, with instructions from the House of Representatives to 
Bill to re- prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant thereto; and, on the 
read November, Mr. White, from this committee, presented a 

twice. to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
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which was read the first and second time, and committed to a H- Journal, 
committee of the whole house. But this bill was not subsequent- 
ly acted on. 

On the 2d of January, 1792, a memorial of Benjamin Lincoln, id. p.48l. 
in behalf of himself, Cyrus Griffin, and David Humphreys, late 
commissioners on the part of the United States, for treating of 
peace with the several tribes of Indians south of the river Ohio, 
praying the settlement of an account for authorized expenses, in- 
curred by the said commissioners, on the said mission, was present- 
ed to the House of Representatives, and referred to (be secretary 
of war. The secretary, on the 4th, made a report to the House n .Toumal, 
on the subject of this memorial, and the memorial and report P* 
were then referred to Messrs. Ames, Boudinot, and Steele, to con- 
sider and report on the subject. Mr. Ames made a report on the id p, 488 , 
5th, which was taken up for consideration, and discussed on the 
following day, and again on the 13th, when a commitfee was ap- u. p. 492 . 
pointed, consisting of Messrs. Tucker, Giles, and Smith, of New 
Hampshire, to prepare and bring in a bill, or hills, granting to 

the said commissioners dollars, on account of their extra 

expenses, going to, and returning from, the treaty. On the 17th, 

Mr. Tucker, from this committee, presented a hill to reimburse 
certain extra expenses of the late commissioners for treating of 
peace with the Crock Indians ; which was read the first time, and 
received the second reading, and was committed in the ordinary jj. p. 402 . 
course on the next day. This bill was not further acted on. 

During the second session of this Congress, on the 22(1 of No- jii. p. C2S. 
vemher, the House of Representatives again appointed a com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Ames, Tucker, and Jeremiah Smith, 
to prepare and bring in a hill, or hills, to reimburse certain extra 
expenses of the late commissioners for treating of peace with the 
Creek Indians. Mr. Ames presented a hill on the 25th of No- la. p. G2Ck 
vemher, which was then read the first time, an J received the se- 
cond reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house on the next day. This bill was considered in committee 
on the 28th, when an amendment was reported, which was taken id. p. G29. 
up for consideration on the 4th of December. The amendment 
of the committee was, to fill up the blank with twelve hun- 
dred dollars;” and the question being on concurring with the 
committee in this amendment, it was decided in the negative, 
by the following vote: — 

j9yes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, id. p. 632, 
S. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Heister, 
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2 d^”Jion*“' Learned, Millcdge, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Sedg- 

' wick, Wm. Smith, Slurges, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, 

Ward. — 24. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Giles, Gor- 
don, Greenup, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, Liver- 
more, Moore, Niles, Orr, Sehoonmakcr, Silvester, I. Smith, 

Steele, Sumpter, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. — 25. 

It was then moved, and agreed to, to till the blank with the 
words nine hundred dollars,^’ and the bill, as amended, was 
ordered to the third reading. On the 5lh, the bill was read the 
third time; and the question on the passage of the bill was then 
determined in the negative, by the following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, ILrnson, Boudinot, n. Journal, 
S. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Lawrance, Id vermore, Millcdge, Muh- 
Icnberg, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Slurges, 4'hatchcr, Tuck- 
er, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis. — 20. 

J\^oes — Messrs. Ashe, B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Gordon, 

Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Leonard, Mercer, Moore, Niles, Orr, 

Parker, Silvester, I. Smith, Steele, Trcdwell, Venable, White, 
Williamson. — 21. 

Rill reject- The bill, therefore, was rejected, 
ed. 

President’s Li his annual speech to the two houses, the President of the s. journal, 
message. United States, at the commencement of the second session of this 

Congress, adverted again, at some length, to the posture of af- ii. Journal, 
fairs with the Indians. k’ 


Oommuni- November, 1792, the speaker laid before the id. p. 615. 

cation from House of Representatives a letter from the secretary of war, 
communicating information that, on the 27th of September last. 
Brigadier General Putnam concluded a treaty of peace, in be- 
half of the United Slates, with the Wabash and Illinois Indians, 
consisting of the several tribes of Eel river, Ouittananous, Potta- 
watomics, of the Illinois river, JMusquetous, Kickapoos, of the 
Wabash, Piankishaws, Kaskaskias, and Peorians, which was 
laid on the table. 


Committee d 'vas ordered by the House that Messrs. White, id, p. 619. 

to prepare Clarke, and Williamson, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes. On the 
19th, a memorial and address of the Quakers, from their seve- id. p. 621. 
ral religious societies in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, was pre.sented to the House, praying 
that Congress would adopt such measures as, in their wisdom, 
may be deemed salutary and effectual for securing peace and 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


525 


Chip. V. 


2(1 Congress. 
2(1 Session. 

Bill to rc- 
griUite 
trade and 
inter- 
course. 


Passed by 
House, 


Informa- 
tion show- 
ing- state of 
Indiai^ af- 
fairs at tins 
time. 


National Defence— Indians 


1792-93. 


friendship with the original holders of this land. The memo- 
rial was laid on the table. 

On the 29th of November, Mr. White, from the committee 
appointed by the Jlouse, presented a bill to regulate trade and in- 
tercourse with the Indian tribes, which was then read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house. The bill was taken up for consideration in committee, 
on the 19th of December, and several amendments were report- 
ed to the House, which were discussed and deliberated ujion, on 
the 20th and 21st, when some being agreed to and others reject- 
ed, the bill was recommitted to IMessrs. White, Clarke, Mdl- 
iiamson, Dakhvin, and Murray; and, on the 27tli, Mr. White re- 
ported an amendatory hill, which was read the first and second 
lime, and committed to a committee of the whole house. This 
bill was considered in committee on the Mth of January, 17fbl, 
and was agreed to in its amended form; and on the 17lh and ISIli, 
the blanks were filled u]), and it was engrossed, read the third 
time, and passed. 

While this bill was pending in tlic House of Ivcjircscntalivcs, 
communications were received by the two lioiises which exliihit 
the unsettled character of the relations between llic United Slates 
and the Indians at that period. On the bih of December, llie 
following message was transmitted to Congress by the President 
of the United States: — 


II. Journal, 
}). 629. 


1(1. p. 6.')!, 

6 :^:. 


Id. p. GMk 


Id p. 671. 
()7 k 


Gentlemen of the Scnciie^ and of the Jhnise (fJtejn'esent- 
atives : — 

“ The several measures which have been pursued to induce the S. Journal, 
hostile Indian tribes north of the Ohio, to enter into a conference 
or treaty with the Cnited States, at which all causes of diflerence 
might be fully understood, and justly and amicably arranged, 
have already been submitted to both houses of Congress. 

The paper herewith sent will inform you of tint result. 

G. Wi\siiiNt;TON. 

“ United States, December 6, 1792.” 


On the following day, the following nies.sage from tlic Presi- 
dent of the United Stales, was received by the two houses. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House, of Represent- 
atives : — 

“I lay before you two letters, with their enclosures, from the id. p. 46 ^. 
governor of the South-western Territory, and an extract of a 
letter to him from the department of war. 
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These, and a letter of the 9th of October last, which has been 
already communicated to you, from the same department to the 
governor, will show in what manner the first section of the act 
of the last session, which provides for calling out the militia for 
the repelling of Indian invasions, has been executed. It remains 
to be considered by Congress, whether, in the present situation 
of the United States, it be advisable, or not, to pursue any fur- 
ther or other measures, than those which have been already 
adopted. The nature of the subject does, of itself, call for your 
immediate attention to it; and I must add, that, upon the result 
of your deliberations the future conduct of the executive will, on 
this occasion, materially depend. 

Washington. 

** United States f December 7/A, 1792.” 

[The proceedings on this message will be found in a preceding g, journal, 
part of this volume.] P- 465. 

On the 19th of December, a letter from the secretary of war h. .Toumal, 
was communicated, enclosing an extract of a letter from Briga- P* 
dier General Wilkinson; also, a copy of a letter from James Lea- p' 454 ^*^^* 
grove, Gen. Adair, and others, on the subject of Indian affairs; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

And, on the 24th of December, a letter from the secretary of H. Journal, 
war was communicated to the two houses, enclosing a letter from 1 ^' 
the governor of Georgia, together with a deposition respecting 
some recent and cruel murders of a number of the citizens of 
that state, by the Cherokee Indians. 

The bill to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian s. journal 
tribes, was read the first time in the Senate, on the 18th, and, P-470.473, 
on the following day, it received the second reading, and was 
committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Burr, Monroe, Bradley, and 
Strong. On the 19th of February, Mr. Ellsworth, from this u. p. 439 . 
committee, reported amendments to the bill; and these amend- 491- 
ments were considered on the 22 d, when they were, in part, 
adopted, and, on the 25th, the subject was resumed; and the re- u. p. 493 . 
port of the committee, after being amended, was agreed to, and 
the bill was amended accordingly, and ordered to the third read- 
ing. On the 26th, the bill was read the third time. It was then 
moved to amend the bill, by striking out the word proper in 
the following clause of the first section; namely: “ which super- ij. p. 495 
intendent, a person so authorized, shall, on application, issue 
such license, for a term not exceeding two years, to any proper 
person, who shall enter into bond, with one or more sureties. 
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approved of by the superintendent or person issuing such license, 
or by the President of the United States, in the penal sum of one 
thousand dollars;’’ and the question being put on this motion, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, 

Johnston, Monroe, Morris, Strong, Taylor. — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Brown, Butler, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, 
Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Wingate. — 16. 

It was, on motion, agreed to substitute the following for the 
7th section, which was stricken out: — 

Jlnd he it further enacted — That no agent, superintendent, 
or other person, authorized to grant a license to trade or purchase 
horses, shall have any interest or concern in any trade with the In- 
dians, or in the purchase or sale of any horses to or from any In- 
dian, and that any person ofTendinghcrcin shall forfeitone thousand 
dollars, and be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court before 
which the conviction shall he had, not exceeding twelve months.” 

The bill was then passed, and the amendments were sent to 
the House of Representatives for their concurrence. The House, n. Journal, 
on the following day, concurred in the amendments. p.720. 

On the 19tli of February, the following message was transmit- 
ted by the President of the United States, to the House of Re- 
presentatives: — 

“ United States, February \9th, 1793, 

Gentlemen of the House of Itcpt'csentalives : — 

It has been agreed, on the part of the United States, that a 
treaty or conference shall be held at the ensuing session, with 
the hostile Indians north-west of the Ohio, in order to remove, 
if jtossible, all causes of difference, and to establish a solid peace 
with them. 

As the estimates heretofore presented to the House for the id p. 708. 
current year, did not contemplate this object, it will he proper 
that an express provision be made, by law, as well for the gene- 
ral expenses of the treaty^ as to establish the compensation to he 
allowed the commissioners, who shall be appointed for the pur- 
pose. 

‘‘ I shall therefore direct the secretary of war to lay before 
you an estimate of the expenses which may probably attend the 
measure. 


“ G. Washington.” 
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This message was accompanied with a letter from the secreta- 
ry of war, and the papers were all referred to Messrs. Boudinot, 

White, and Wadsworth, with instruction to report thereon by 
way of bill, or bills. On the 21st, Mr. Boudinot, from this com- II. Journal, 
mittce, reported a bill making an appropriation to defray the ex- 
pense of a treaty with the Indians north-west of the river Ohio, 
which was read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of tlic whole. The hill was considered on the 25th, id. p. 717, 
in committee, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to on the following day, and the bill was ordered to the 
third reading. The blanks having been filled on the 27th, the hill jd. p. yig, 
was read the third time and passed, and was sent to the Senate; s. journal, 
where, on the same day, it was read the first time, and, on the P-496.498, 
following day, was read the second and third time, and passed. 

The proceedings during this session, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, regarding the Indians, and which, while depending, 
were ordered to be kept secret, arc contained in the following 
summary: 

On the 7th of November, 1792, the following message was 1792. 
transmitted by the President of the United States, to the two 
houses: — 

“ Untkd Slatcn, November 7th, 17912. 

“ Gcnllcrncn of the Scfialc mid of the JIoii.se of Jicprcsr/iiativcs : — 

I lay before you copies of certain papers relative to the Spa- h. joumal, 
nish interference in the execution of the treaty entered into in P- 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety, between the 
United States and the Creek nation of Indians, together with a 
letter from the secretary of state to the President of the United 
States, on the same subject 

“ G. Washington.’^ 

The speaker laid before the House a letter from the sec^ta- 
ry of war, accompanying the following papers; to wit : — 

“ 1st. A statement of the measures taken, and the overtures ra. p. 738 . 
made, to procure a peace with the Indians north-west of tlic 
Ohio. 

“ 2d. Information received relatively to the pacific overtures 
and the disposition of the Indians north-west of the Ohio. 

“ 3d. A statement of the measures which have been taken to 
conciliate and quiet the southern Indians. 

“ 4th. Information received relatively to the disposition of the 
southern Indians, and the causes of the hostilities of part of the 
Cherokees and Creeks. 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


529 


Chap. V. National Defence— Navy. 1792—93. 

lliseasfo?®’ ^ statement of the troops in the service of the United 

States.” 

The reading of these papers appears to have occupied the 
House on the 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 15th, and IGth, but there is 
no further record of the proceedings thereon in secret session. 

On Die 25th of February, 1793, in conformity to a notice S. .lournal, 
which he had given on tlic 23d, Mr. Edwards obtained leave to 9 - '^^^2.494. 
introduce a hill into the Senate “ to authorize the President of 
Postsintlic Ihc United States to establish two or more small posts in the 
wildcnicsb. wilderness, on the road leading from Kentucky and tlie other 
western settlements, to the eastern settlements of the United 
States.” On the following day, this hill was read the second id. p. 49J, 
time, and referred to Messrs. Jiid wards, Strong, and King. ]\Ir. 

Edwards made a report on the 27th, when the hill was rejected. 


letconj^rcss. A MEMORIAL of thc ofllccrs of thc late iiavy of the United 1700 . 

' ■ States was presented to thc House of Representatives and the r. j(,umul, 
TheNavt. Senate, on the 20th of March, 1790, praying to he allowed the P- ^24. 
Memorial otlicr emoluments granted to thc officers of the li. Journal, 

of officers, army. This memorial was, on thc 29th, referred to a commit- 
Commit- tcc of thc housc, consisting of Messrs. Baldwin, Hartley, Law- 
ranee, Trumbull, Stone, Ashe, and Burke, with instruction to ex- 
amine the matter of thc memorial, and report their opinion to 
the House. On thc 13th of May, Mr. Baldwin, from this com- 
mittce, made a report, wliich, on tlic 21th of June, was taken ^ 216. 
up for consideration, and committed to a committee of the whole 250. 
Consider- house. The committee immediately deliberated on thc subject, 
cd. and, after discussion, reported Iheir opinion that the House 

should disagree to the report of thc select committee ; and thc 
Housc then adopted the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That this Housc do concur with thc committee of 
the whole house in their disagreement to the said report, and 
Rejected, that the said memorial of thc oflicers of the late navy of thc 
United States be rejected.” 

In. the third session of this Congress, on the 12th of January, 1701. 

Memorial 1’791, there was presented to thc House of llcpreseniativcs a n. journal, 

of officers memorial of sundry officers in the late navy of the state of P- 
ot Penn- -n , . . • /. 

sylvaniana- Pennsylvania, praying compensation for services rendered during 
'^And of memorial, and also a petition of Joshua 

Joshua Barney, praying to be allowed certain expenses ; and also the 
Barney. Vol. I.~G7 
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i8t Congress. Commutation of half pay, for services as captain in the navy of 

* — the United States, during the late war, were referred to Messrs, 

ritzsimons. Smith, of Maryland, Trumbull, Goodhue, and Cad- 
walader, for examination and report. Mr. Fitzsimons, on the 
14th, made a re port from this committee, which was agreed to 
by the House, in the following terms : — 

Unfavoura- “That it will not he advisable to grant the prayer of the pc- ri.. Journal, 

ble report (i[iQncrs, and, therefore, that they have leave to withdraw their P' 
agreed to. *' 

petition.” 

Report on Fitzsimons, on the 10th of January, made a separate re- id. p. 358.j 

Ramey’s petition of Joshua Ihirney, which was taken up for 

consideration on the 1.5th of February, when the House adopted id. p. 379. 
the following order : — 

Committee “ Ordered — That a committee he appointed to prepare and 

t(>^^prepai’e ^ q,. authorize the payment of dollars 

to Captain Jhirncy, for expenses incurred in obtaining his release 
from captivity, and in returning to the United States; and that 
Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Smith, of Maryland, Mr. Trumbull, Mr. 

Goodhue, and Mr. Cadwulader, be of the said committee.” 

Bill reject- Mr. Fitzsimons, on the next day, presented a bill to compen- u. p. 330 . 
sate Joshua Jbirney, which was then read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. The 
bill was taken up in committee on the 21st, and an amendment id. p. 385. 
was reported. The question being then put, that the amend- 
ment be engrossed, and the bill read the third time, it was de- 
termined in the negative. The bill Was therefore rejected. 


iHtrongroRB On the 4th of September, 1789, a petition of certain non- 1789. 
iHi commissioned officers and soldiers, invalid pensioners of the n.jounud, 
Pensions, state of Pennsylvania, was presented to the House of Represen- 
Act pro- tatives, praying relief, in consideration of the payment of their 
vlding for pensions being stopped by an act of the legislature of that state. 

This petition, together with the petitions of sundry other inva- 
pensioners. lid pensioners, presented during the present session, were re- 
ferred to Messrs. Heister, Wadsworth, and Gilman, with in- 
struction to examine and report. Mr. Heister presented, on the 
18th, from this committee, a bill making provision for the invalid Id. p. 113. 
pensioners of the United States, which was then read the first 
time; and on the following day, it received the second reading, id. p. 114, 
and was committed to a committee of the whole house. The la, p. 122 , 
bill was considered in committee on the 24th, when no amend- 
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ment was reported, and the hill was recommitted to Messrs. 
Wadsworth, IJcister, and Gilman; and, on the following day, 
it was reported by Mr. Ileistcr, with an amendment, and the 
hill was read the third time, and passed. On the 2()th, the 
bill was read the first time in the Senate, and was committed 
to Messrs. Head, Hutler, King, p]lIsworth, and Morris. Mr. 
Read, on the 28(h, reported the bill with a recommendation to 
concur in its provisions, when the bill was read the second and 
third time, and passed. 

At tlie second session, on the 1st of February, 1790, it was or- 
dered by the House of Representatives that Messrs. Ileistcr, Par- 
tridge, and Ilathorn, be a committee to prepare and bring in a 
bill, or bills, to provide for the invalid pensioners of the Pnited 
States. And, on the 2fnh of June, Mr. Ileistcr jiresentcd, pur- 
suant to the order of the House, a bill which was then read the 
first time, and received the second and third readings, and was 
passed, on the two next succeeding days. The bill was read the 
first time in the Senate on the 2d of July, received the second 
reading on the btli, and was read the third time on the 7th, and 
passed with an amendment, whicli was sent to the House, where 
the amendment was concurred in. 

On tlie 29th of April, the House of Representatives appointed 
Messrs. Burke, Contcc, and Coles, to prepare and bring in a bill, 
or bills, to authorize the issuing certificates to ccriain description 
of invalid oilicers. Mr. Burke reported a bill on tiic following 
day, which was then read the first time; and, on the 3d and dth 
of May, was read the second and third time, and passed. In 
the Senate, the bill was read the first time on the 4th of May; 
and, on the next day, received the second reading, and was com- 
mitted to Messrs. Schuyler, Hawkins, and Ellsworth, A re- 
port was made by Mr. Schuyler, from this committee, on the 
7th of July, when, after the third reading of th*e bill, the Senate 
refused to concur therein, so that the bill was rejected. 

On the 10th of January, 1791, soon after the commencement 
of the third session of this Congress, the House of Representa- 
tives appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, 
Bourne, and Griflin, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to 
prevent invalids, who are pensioners of the United States, from 
selling or transferring their respflj||ive pensions before the same 
shall become due; and, on the 21st, Mr. Williamson presented, 
from this committee, a bill conforming to this order, which then 
received the first and second reading, and was committed to a 
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1st Congress, committce of the whole house. This bill was not further act- 

3(1 Hess I on. 

Not acted 

It was ordered by the House of Representatives, on the 26th ll. Journal, 
of January, that a committee be appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
compensa- Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, and Trumbull, to prepare and 
widows ^ making compensation to widows, orphans, 

oipliaii.s, and invalids, in certain cases. And, on the 28th of February, id. p. 396. 

' ‘*'9S 

valids”'" Mr. Smith, from this committee, reported a bill for making com- "" 

pensation to the widows and orphan children of certain officers 

who were killed, or who died while in the service of the United 

States, during the late war, and for the relief of certain invalids, 

and other persons therein mentioned, which was then read the 

first time; and, on the next day, received the second reading, 

and was committed to a committee of the whole house. The 

House immediately went into committee on the bill, and no 

amendments being reported, the bill w’as tlien ordered to the 

Passed by third reading. And, on the 2d of Marcli, the bill was read the id. p. 399. 

House. third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill was immediately s. Joumal, 

rend the first and second time, and was then committed to p- 296, 297. 

Messrs. Wingate, Strong, and Carroll. On llie 3d, Mr. Win- id. p. 309. 

gate made a report from this committee, and it was then resolved 

Postponed that the further consideration of this bill be postponed until the 

J)y Senate, p^j^t scssion of Congress. 


Qd Conpn’ss. 
Ipt Session. 


Rill for 
inablng- 
r(Mn])ensa- 
tion to 
widow s, 
oipluins, 
and iiiNa- 
lids. 


At the commencement of the first scssion of the second Con- iT..Tournal, 
gross, on the 31st of October, 1791, a coininittec was again ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs, id. p. 446. 
Wadsworth, Smith, of South Carolina, and Silvester, to prepare 
and bring in a bill, or bills, for making compensation to widows, 
orphans, and invalids, in certain cases. The petition of Nicho- 
las Ferdinand Westfall was referred to this committee. Mr. 
Wadsworth, on the 25th, presented a bill for making compensa- 
tion to widows, orphans, and invalids, in certain cases, which was 
llien read the first and second time, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole liouse. The bill was considered in commit- 
tee on the 2Sth and 29th, when several amendments were report- id. p. 463. 
ed, which were taken up for consideration by the House on id. p. 464, 
the 30th, when some of the amendments were adopted, and 
others were disagreed to. . bill was then further amended, 
and was ordered to the third reading. On the 1st of December, u. p. 455^ 
the bill was read the third time, passed, and sent to the Senate; 
where it was, on the vsame day, read the first time, and received p, 347, ' 
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‘2(1 ronsrofls. tliG second rcadinc; on the 5Ui, when the bill was committed to s .Tounwl. 

J8t SoHsion. ® ^ 

Messrs. Wingate, Morris, and Gunn. Mr. Wingate, on the 
Proceed- 14th, from this committee, reported amendments to the bill. 

biH^Tn the Same day, it was ordered by the Senate, that JNlessrs. 

Senate. Burr, Butler, and Strong, be a committee to revise the acts and 
resolves relative to the compensations to disabled oiheers and 
soldiers, and to the widows and orphans of deceased ofliccrs, 
and to report what alterations and further general regulations it 
will be proper to make therein. The petition of lOlijah Jones, 
of New York, late a lieutenant colonel in ('olonel Sheldon's re- 
giment of cavalry, was referred to this committee, as was tliat of 
Jonathan Woolle}", late of Colonel Scammers regiment. I\lr. 

Burr made a report from this committee on the lOth of Janu- id. p. 3j8. 
ary, 1792, which was ordered to lie for consideration; and the 
report of the other committee, to whom had been referred the 
bill for the relief of certain widows, orphans, invalids, and other id. p. .361. 
persons, being then taken up, that bill was committed to Messrs. 

Bur’, Strong, and Butler, who were directed to consider and re- 
port such further general provisions as they shall conceive nc- 
cc.ssary for tlie relief of the widows and orphans of oHiccrs who 
were killed, or who died, and olficers and soldiers who were dis- 
abled in service during the late war. 

Mr. Burr made a report from this committee on the 17th of IJ, p. 377. 
January, and the bill was amended according to the report. An 
unsuccessful motion was then made to postpone the hill, and the 
Senate proceeded in the second reading, when it was Jigrced to 
postpone its further consideration. On the 2GtIj, the bill was u. p. 379. 
again taken up, and the report of the committee on tlie petition 
of Isaac Lcdyard having been read, it was moved to amend the 
report, but the motion was determined in the negative. The 


consideration of the bill was resumed on the 30th of January, la. p. 384 . 
and on the 10th, 14th, 15th, and 29th of Fcbryary, when a mo- 
tion was made to strike out the first section of the bill, which 


was decided as follows: — 


Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Ellsworth, Foster, la. p. 401. 
Hawkins, Johnston, King, J^angdon, Lee, Monroe, Rutherford, 
Sherman, Strong, Wingate. — IG. 

lYaijs — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dickinson, Few, Gunn, Izard, 

Morris, Read, Stanton. — 9. 

On the 1st of March, the consid^ation of the bill was resumed, 

Amended, when it was agreed so far to reconsider the resolution of yester- 
day, as to restore the first section of the bill as amended by the 
committee, as follows : — 
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Section 1. Be it enacted^ hy the Se?uife and House of Represent- S. Journal, 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled — That P' 
the comptroller of the treasury adjust the claims of the widows 
and orphans respectively, as the case may be, of Colonel Owen 
Roberts, Captain William White, Lieutenant Colonel Bernard 
Eliot, Major Samuel Wise, Major Benjamin Huger, Lieutenant 
John Birch, and Major Charles Mottc, deceased ; all of whom 
were killed or died in the service of the United States, for the 
seven years’ half pay stipulated by the resolve of Congress, of the 
twenty-fourth day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty; and that the register of the treasury do issue his certifi- 
cates accordingly.” 

It was then agreed to insert the following as the second sec- 
tion : — 

“ Sectio7i 2. And he it further enacted — That the officers of the Id. p. 403. 
treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized to re-examine the 
accounts of Isaac Lcdyard, late assistant deputy director, and 
John Berrien, late commissary of the hos])ital department, and 
if any error has taken place in the settlement of the said accounts, 
to correct the same.” 

Some further amendments having been made, the bill was then 
ordered to the third reading ; and on the following day, the Se- 
nate proceeded to the third reading of the bill. A motion was 
then made to restore the words “ Richard Shubrick ” to the bill, 
as it came from the House of Representatives, but the motion 
was decided in the negative. An unsuccessful motion was then 
made to strike out the first section of the bill, as amended by the 
committee, and which was restored to the bill by the vote of yes- 
terday. After which the bill, as amended, was passed. 

The amendments made by the Senate are as follow: — 

Section 1, line. A, Strike out these words, ‘Captain Robert 
Lewis;’ lines 4 and 5, strike out these words, ‘(Lionel William 
Douglass,’ and ‘ Major Andrew Lcitch ;’ lines 5 and 6, strike out 
these words, ‘ Lieutenant John Harris, Colonel William Bond, 
Lieutenant Wadlcigh Noyes;’ line 7, after ‘ Birch,’ insert ‘ and ;’ 
line 8, strike out these words, ‘ Captain Richard Shubrick.’ 

“ Between sections 1 and 2, insert 

“ Section 2. And be it further enacted — That the officers of the ibkl. 
treasury department be, and they are hereby, authorized to re- 
examine the accounts of Isaac Ledyard, late assistant deputy di- 
rector, and John Berrien, late quarter-master of the hospital de- 
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partmcnt, and if any error hath taken place in the settlement of 
the said accounts, to correct the same. 

‘‘ Section 4, fine 3. Strike out these words, ^ during the late 
Sciiutc. war/ and insert ‘ as a deranged oflicer, upon the principles of the 
act of the late Congress of the third of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty.’ Line 0, strike out these words, 
‘ thereof accordingly,' and insert ‘of the balance due to him.’ 

9, after the word ‘service,’ insert ‘ and which have been 
charged by the United States to the officers who have received 
the same for the public service.’ 

“ Conform the sections to the amendments.” 


Disagree- amendments being sent to the House, w’crc there consi- 

iiKiit of (lered on the 7th, when some of them were ado])ted, and otliers 
disagreed to. And in the Senate, on the 9th, it was ordered that 
the consideration of the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, on the amendments to tliis bill, be postponed until the ma- 
nagers of the conference on the bill entitled “ An act to ascer- 
tain and regulate the claims to half pay and to invalid pensions,” 
shall report. On the 19th of March, the Senate j)roceeded to 
the consideration of the subject, and determined to insist on all 
their amendments to the first section, except the last, from which 
they recede, and also to insist on their last amendment to the 
TToiisc rc- fourth section. And on the following day, the House receded 
cede. from their disagreement to the amendments, and agreed to them 
all. 


If .T{)urnul, 

p. 5;50. 

S. .founul, 
p. 407. 


Id. p. 411. 


IT. .Tournal, 
p. 541. 


In the same session, on the Cth of January, Mr. Lawrance re- id. p. 489. 
ported from the committee appointed on that subjijct, on the 1st ^ 

Rill to of December, a bill to ascertain and regulate the claims to half 
clihils^^to invalid pensions, which was then read the first and 

half pay sccoiid time, and committed to a committee of the whole house, 
and invalid considered in committee on the 13lh, and several id. p. 492. 

amendments were reported, which were considered in part on 
the 24th, and again on the following day, when they were agreed la. p. 493 . 
to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. And on the 
20th, the blanks having been filled up, the bill was read the third s. journal, 
time and passed. This bill, in the form in which it was sent to P- 
the Senate, is as follows : — 


Bill as sent “ Sect, 1. Be it cfiacted, hy the Scjiatc and House of Representatives 
to Senate. ^ United Stales of America, in Congress assembled — That so 
much of the resolution of Congress of the 24th of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty, as declares ‘ that the reso- 
lution of the fifteenth of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
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seventy-eight, granting half pay for seven years to the officers 
of the army who should continue in service to the end of the 
to SeL^tc?^ war, be extended to the widows of those officers who have died, 
or shall hereafter die, in the service,’ shall be deemed and consi- 
dered to extend to the cases of the widows and orphans of all 
officers who died or were slain in the said service, at any time be- 
tween tlie commencement of hostilities in the late war with Great 
Britain, and the aforesaid fifteenth day of May, one thousand se- 
ven liundred and seventy-eight. And the officers of the treasury 
arc hereby authorized to settle the claims of the widows or or- 
phans of such officers, as the case may be, and to issue certifi- 
cates for the same in tlm usual manner. 

Sect. 2. J]?id he it further enacted — That such officers as have 
been disabled in the service of the United States during the late 
war, whose disability and rate of allowance have been ascertained, 
pursuant to the acts or regulations of Congress, and who, from an 
inability to return their whole commutation, as required by the 
act of the twenty-second day of Marcli, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three, have not received the said allowance, 
shall now be entitled to demand and receive the same, returning 
only such part of the said commutation as will be in due propor- 
tion to the said rate of allowance, calculating interest at six per 
ce?tL on the allowance and proportion of the commutation afore- 
said, from the times they respectively became due, or were paid; 
and that their respective accounts be settled and adjusted ac- 
cordingly. 

Sect. 3. And he it further enacted — That all officers who 
have been disabled in the actual service of the United States, 
and whose degree of disability, to be ascertained in the manner 
hereafter prescribed, may entitle them to be placed on the pen- 
sion list, at the rate of allowance equal to one-third, or more, of 
their monthly pay, shall be entitled to demand and receive such 
allowance during life: Provided — That the commutation received 
by any such officer, shall be settled in the manner, and on the 
principles, prescribed in the last preceding section. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted — That any non-com- 
missioned officer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, during the late war, by wounds, or 
other known cause, wdio did not desert from the said service, 
and whose name is not already on the pension list, shall be enti- 
tled to be placed on the pension list of the United States, during 
life, or the continuance of such disability; and shall also be al- 
lowed such further sum for the arrears of pension, from the time 
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of such disability, not exceedin*; the rate of the annual allow- 
ance, in consequence of his disability, as the jud^e of the district, 
in which they respectively reside, may think just: Provided — 
That in every such case, the rules and regulations following shall 
be complied with; that is to say: — 

First. That tlic judge of the District Court of the United 
States, in each district, shall allot the same into convenient divi- 
sions, and appoint, in each division, a reputable jihysician, re- 
siding therein, for the examination of invalids, causing due pub- 
lication thereof to be made in one or more of the gazettes of the 
district; which physician shall act on oath, and receive the sum 
of one dollar for each examination. 

Secondly. Every applicant shall produce to the physician of 
the division, the following proofs; namely: — 

‘‘A certificate from the commanding oflicer of the ship, regi- 
ment, corps, or company, in which he served, setting forth his 
disability, and that he was thus disabled while in the service of 
the United States, on the affidavits of two credible witnesses, to 
the same efi'cct. 

“ Tiic allidavits of three reputable freeholders of the city, town, 
or counly, in which he resides, ascertaining, of their own know- 
ledge, the mode of life, employment, labour, or means of sup- 
port, of such applicant, for the last twelve months. 

“ Thirdly. The physician of the division, upon receipt of the 
proofs aforesaid, shall forthwith proceed to examine into the na- 
ture of Ihe wound, or other cause of disability of such apj)licant; 
and having ascertained the degree thereof, shall certify the same, 
under hand and seal, together with his oj)inion, whether or not 
the said disability be the effect of the wound, or injury, sustained 
while in the service of the United States; which proofs and cer- 
tificate the said physician shall transmit to the district judge of 
the United States, within the said district, who shall retain a du- 
plicate thereof, and transmit the originals to the secretary of war, 
together with his opinion, in writing, what proportion of the 
monthly pay of such applicant will be equivalent to the degree 
of disability, ascertained in manner aforesaid. 

Sect. 5. Jlnd he it further enacted — That the secretary of 
war, upon the receipt of the proofs, certificate, and opinion, afore- 
said, shall cause the same to be duly filed in his office, and place 
the name of such applicant oii the pension list of the United 
States, in conformity thereto: Provided^ always — I'hat in any 
case where the said secretary shall have cause to suspect imposi- 
tion, he shall have power to withhold the name of such applicant 
VoL. I. — G8 
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from the pension list, and make report of the same to Congress, 
at their next session. 

‘‘ Sect, G. Jind be it further enacted — That all non-commis- 
sioned officers, soldiers, and seamen, disabled in the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, during the late war, whose disability 
and rate of allowance have been ascertained pursuant to the re- 
gulations prescribed by the late Congress, and have not applied 
to be placed on the pension list, until after the time limited by 
the act of Congress for that purpose was expired, shall now be 
placed on the pension list, and be entitled to demand and receive 
their respective pensions, according to the allowances ascertained 
as aforesaid, any thing in this act, or any act of the late Con- 
gress, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect, 7. Jlnd be it further enacted — That from and after 
the first day of February next, no sale, transfer, nor mortgage, of 
the whole, or any part of the pension, or arrearages of pension, 
payable to any non-commissioned officer, soldier, or seaman, be- 
fore the same shall liecome due, shall be valid; and every jierson 
claiming such })cnsion, or arrears of pension, or any part thereof, 
under power of attorney or substitution, shall, before the same is 
paid, make oath or affirmation, before some justice of the peace, 
of the place where the same is payable, that such power of sub- 
stitution is not given by reason of any transfer of such pension, 
or arrears of pension; and any person, who shall swear or affirm 
falsely in the premises, and be thereof convicted, shall suffier as 
for wilful and corrupt perjuiy.’^ 

This bill received the first reading in the Senate, on the Sfith, 
and, on the 30th, was referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Strong, Ells- 
worth, Lee, and Izard. Mr. Hawkins, from this committee, on 
the 21st of February, reported various amendments, and, on the 
27th, it was agreed to amend the bill accordingly, and the bill 
was then ordered to tlic third reading. The bill being taken up 
on the 28th for the third reading, it was then moved to restore 
the first section, from the word “ that,” Hue 2, which was yester- 
day rejected, to be read as follow.s: — 

“ So much of the resolution of Congress, of the 21th of Au- 
gust, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, as declares, ‘ That 
the resolution of the 15th of May, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight, granting half pay for seven years to the offi- 
cers of the army, wlio should continue in service to the end of 
the war, be extended to the widows of those officers who Iiave 
died, or shall hereafter die in the service, shall be deemed and 
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considered to extend to the cases of tlie widows and orphans of 
all oflicers who died or were slain in the said service, at any time 
between the commencement of hostilities in the late war with 
Great Britain, and the aforesaid fifteenth day of May, one thou- S. Journal, 
sand seven hundred and seventy-eight. And the otliceis of the 
treasury are hereby authorized to settle the claims of the wi- 
dows or orphans of such ollicers, as the case may be, and to is- 
sue certificates for the same in the usual manner.” 

This motion was determined in the negative. It was then 
moved to restore the second section of the bill, which was yes- 
terday rejected ; and this motion was also decided io the nega- 
tive. It was then moved to expunge these words, scc(io?i 'I, li/ir. 

4, which it was yesterday agreed to insert, after the word “list,” 
to wit : “ whose case has not already been determined on.” But 
no (juestion was taken on this motion before the house adjourned. 

On the following day, the hill being again before the House id. p. 400. 
for consideration, it was agreed to amend the fourth section, to 
read as follows: — 

“ Sect. 4. And he it further enueted — That any non-commis- 
sioned ofheer, soldier, or seaman, disabled in the actual service 
of the United States, during the late war, by wounds, or other 
known cause, who did not desert from the said service, shall be 
entitled to be placed on the pension list of (he United Slates, 
during life, or the continuance of such disability, and shall also 
be allowed such further sum for the arreai s of pension, from the 
time of such disability, not exceeding the rate of the annual al- 
lowance, in consecpience of his disability, as the C’ircuit (>ourt of 
the district in which they respectively reside, may think just.” 

A motion was then made to subjoin the following proviso to 
the end of the fourth section : — 

“ A/k/ provided, also — That the benefit of this, act shall extend 
to the cases of those invalids referred to the secretary of war ; 
and respecting whom he has reported, they would be entitled to 
pensions as invalids, had they applied in time, and that they 
should be put on the pension list, according to the allowances in 
the said report, without taking the measures prescribed by this 
act to obtain the said pension.” 

And this motion was also determined in the negative. An un- 
successful motion was then made to subjoin the following clause 
to the end of the last section of the bill. 

“ A?id be if further enacted — That from and after the expira- 
tion of two years from the passing of this act, no officer, soldier, 
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or seaman, shall receive any pension, unless such person shall be 
entitled thereto, in pursuance of an adjudication of the Circuit 
Court, in the manner prescribed in the second section of this 
act.” 

A motion to restore the third section of the bill was decided 
in the negative, as also was a motion to restore these words to 
the fourth section, Ibics 3 and 4, “ and whose name is not al- 
ready on the pension list.” 

It was then determined that the bill pass with the following 
amendments: — 

Sect. 1, luic 2. After the word ‘that,’ strike out to the end s. .Toumal, 
of the section, and insert ‘the operation of the resolutions of the 
late Congress of the United States, passed on the second day of 
November, one thousand seven hundred and cighly-five, and the 
twenty-third day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, so far as they have barred, or may be construed to 
bar, the claims of the widow or orphans of any officer of the 
late army, to the seven years’ half pay of such officer, shall, from 
and after the passing of this act, be suspended for and during the 
term of two years. 

“ Scch'. 2 and 3. Strike out the two sections. 

“ »Scc/. 4, li/ie 1. After ‘that,’ insert ‘any commissioned officer 
not having received the commutatioii of half pay, and.^ Zi/ws 
3 and 4. Strike out these words, ‘and whose name is no! already 
on the pension list.’ 8. Strike out the word ‘judge,’ and 

insert ‘ Circuit Court.’ Lines 10 to 16. After the word ‘ first,’ 
strike out to the word ‘examination,’ inclusive. Lwc 17. Strike 
out the word ‘ secondly.’ Same line, after the word ‘ shall,’ in- 
sert ‘ attend the court in person, except where it shall be certi- 
fied by two magistrates, that he is unable to do so, and shall.’ 

Line 17. Strike Qut these words, ‘ the physician of the division,’ 
and insert, ‘ the Circuit Court’ Lwe 26. Strike out these words, 

‘ 3dly, the physician of the division,’ and insert, ‘ 2dly, the Cir- 
cuit Court.’ Lines 20 to 33. After the word ‘ same,’ strike out 
to the word ‘ and.’ 33. Strike out these words, ‘ the origi- 

nals,’ and insert ‘ the result of their inquiry, in case, in their opi- 
nion, the applicant should be put on the pension list.’ Line 34. 

Strike out the word ‘ his,’ and insert ‘ their.’ 

“ Sect. 5, Ibie 5. After the word ‘ imposition,* insert, ‘ or mis- 
take.’ 

^^SecU 7, lines 1 and 2. Strike out these words, ‘ first day of 
February next,’ and insert ^ passing of this act.’ 
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“ Nurnlier the sections conformably to the amendments. 

“Amend the title of the bill to read as follows: * An act to 
provide for the settlement of the claims of widows and orphans 
barred by the limitations heretofore established, and to regulate 
the claims to invalid pensions.’ ” 

These amendments were laken up for consideration by the 
House of Jlepresenla lives on the 3d, when some of them were II. Journal, 
adopted, and others were disagreed to. The amendments disa- 
greed to were the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
and tenth amendments. All the others were agreed to. On the 
.5th, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the s. Journal, 
House of Jlcpresentalivijs, and determined to insist on the 
amendments to which the Senate had disagreed, and desired a 
conference wilh the House, aj)pointing ]Mcs,srs. Ellsworth, Strong, 
and Rutherford, to he the managers on their part. The House 
agreed, on the same djiy, lo the eonferenee, and appointed Messrs, ii.jourual, 
Livermore, Murra}". and Kitchell, to he their managojs. Mr. 
Ellsworth, from this commiltce, made a r(‘])ort to the S(,nalc on s. journal, 
the 12(1), which, on the 1 ith, wa^ laken up and agrccid to; and 1^* 
the Senate then adopted the following resolution: — 

Rcs(>Jx'c(l — That the Senate insist on their anuindments told. p. 410 . 
the said hill, (o which tin' House of llepre.sentativcs have disa- 
greed, and agree, further to amend the bill, by inserting, between 
the fourth and fifth sections, a section as follows: to wit: — 

And hr it further enacted — That the clerk of the District 
Court, in each district, shall pul)li“'h (his Jict in siicli manner as 
the judge of the District Court shall think etrcctual, to give ge- 
neral information thereof to the [leople of the district, and shall 
give like information of the times and places of holding the Cir- 
cuit Courts in such district. And, in districts wherein a Circuit 
Court is not directed by law to he holden, the judge ol the Dis- 
trict Court shall he, and he Is hereby, authorized to exercise all 
the powers given by this act to the respective Circuit Courts. 

And it shall be the duty of the judges of the Circuit Courts re- 
spectively, during the term of two years from the passing of this 
act, to remain at the place wlicrc the said courts shall he holden, 
five days, at the least, from the lime of opening the scssion.s there- 
of, that persons disabled, as aforesaid, may have full opportunity 
to make their application for the relief proposed by this act.” 

And, on the Ifith, the House of Representatives proceeded to ii. Journal, 
consider the amendments of the Senate, to which the House had 
before disagreed, and determined to recede from their disagree- 
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merit to the amendments, and to agree to all the amendments of 
the Senate to the said bill. 

A number of petitions praying for pensions on account of in- H. Journal, 
juries received during the late war, were presented early in the 
second session of tlic second Gingrcss, and were referred to 
Messrs. Wm. Smith, B. Ilournc, and Lee. And, on the 14th of Id. p. 614. 
December, 1792, Mr. Smith made a report from this committee, 
which was referred to a committee of the whole. A letter from 
the judges of tlie Circuit Court of North Carolina, containing 
observations on the act of tlie last session, entitled “ An act to 
provide for the settlement of the claims of widows and orphans 
barred by the limitations heretofore established, and to regulate 
the claims to invalid pensions,” had been communicated to Con- 
gress by the President of the United States, on the 7th of No- id. p. 649. 
vember, and was referred to the same special committee. The 
report of this committee was taken up for consideration in com- 
mittee of the whole on the 31st of December, and, on the Isl of 
January, 1793, when several amendments were reported; and 
the report was adopted in the following form: — 

Resolved — That in order to prevent the admission of im- id. p. 658, 
proper claims, and to facilitate the allowance of such as are well 
founded, it is expedient to repeal the second, third, and fourth 
sections of the act, entitled ‘ An act to provide for the settle- 
ment of the claims of widows and orphans, barred by the limit- 
ations heretofore established, and to regulate the claims to in- 
valid pensions;’ and to provide that, in future, the claims for 
invalid pensions shall be regulated in the manner following; to 
wit: — 

\st. That all evidence, relative to invalids, shall be taken 
upon oath, before the judge of the district in which such inva- 
lids reside, or before any three persons, speciall}^ authorized by 
commission from the said judge. 

<< 2dli/. That the evidence, relative to any claimant, must 
prove decisive disability to have been the direct effect of known 
wounds, received while in the actual line of his duty, in the ser- 
vice of the United States, during the late war. That this evidence 
must be the affidavits of the commanding officer or surgeon of 
the ship, regiment, corps, or company, in which such claimant 
served, or two other credible witnesses, to the same effect, set- 
ting forth the time and place of such known wound. 

Sdly, That every claimant shall be examined by two phy- 
sicians, upon oath, to be authorized by commission from the said 
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■^j^njfress. judgc, who shall repoft in writing their opinion of the nature 
of the said disability, and in what degree it prevents the claiin- 
cominittec! obtaining his livelihood by labour. 

That every claimant shall produce evidence of tlio 
time of his leaving the service of tlie United States, and of his 
being honourably discharged therefrom, lie must also produce 
evidence of three rej)utablc freeholders of the city, town, or 
county, in which be resided for the two years immediately af- 
ter he left the service, as aforesaid, of the existence of his dis- 
ability during that period, and ascertaining, of their own know- 
ledge, the mode of life, employment, labour, or means of sup- 
port, of the claimant. 

Sthly, That the said claimant must produce the evidence of 
two credible witnesses, of the continuance of his disability, from 
the expiration of the said two years to the time of his ap])li- 
cation. 

iUhly. That each claimant shall show a good and suilicient 
cause why he did not ap{)ly to the state in which be resided, on 
or before the eleventh of December, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eiglity-eiglil, the time limited for a})plications of this 
nature. 

<< Itlily. That the evidence of no claimant shall be admit- 
ted, whose case had been rejected b}^ any state, j)rior to the afore- 
said eleventh of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight, 

Sthly. That the reasonable allowance to such commission- 
ers and physicians aforesaid, for examining the claims of inva- 
lids shall be made by the , and paid out of such contingent 

funds as the President of the United States may direct. 

^‘Resolved — That the said judge of the district shall transmit 
a list of such claims, accompanied by the evidence herein di- 
rected, to the secretary for the department of w*ar, who siiall ex- 
amine the muster rolls, and other evidences of the late war, in 
order to prove the services of the siud claimants; and the said 
secretary shall make a statement of the cases of the said claim- 
ants to Congress, with such circumstances and remarks as may 
be necessary, in order to enable them to take such order thereon, 
as they may judge proper.^’ 

Committee It was then ordered that a bill, or bills, be brought in, pur- 
ic^jnepai'c g^ant to the above resolutions, and that Messrs. Wm. Smitli, 
13enj. Bourne, and Lee, do prepare and bring in the same. 

On the 3d of January, Mr. Smith, from this committee, pre- 


1793. 
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scnted a bill to regulate the claims to invalid pensions, which h. Journal, 
was then read the first and second time, and committed to a com- P* 
gulate the iTiittce of the wholc house; and on the following day the house in la. p. 662, 
claims to committee proceeded to consider the said bill, and resumed its 

invalid ^ 

pensions. Consideration on the 7th and 8th, when several amendments were 

reported. On the 9th, the bill being still under discussion, a id. p. 665. 
motion was made to amend the same, by adding to the end 
thereof the following section; to wit: — 

^^JJndhe it fur I her enacted — That no person, not on the 
pension list before the twenty-third day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and iiinct^^-tvvo, shall be entitled to a pension, 
who shall not liavc complied with ihc rules and regulations 
herein prescribed; saving, however, to all persons, all and sin- 
gular their rights, founded upon legal adjudications, under the 
act, entitled ^ An act to provide for the seulcment of the claims 
of widows and oiphans, barred by the limitations heretofore es- 
tablished, and to I'cgulate the claims to invalid pensions.^ But 
it shall be the duty of the secretary of war, in conjunction with 
the attorney general, to lake such measures as may be necessary to 
obtain an adjudication of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
on the validity of any such rights claimed under the act afore- 
said, by the determination of certain persons styling themselves 
commissioners.’’ 

The question being put on this motion to amend, it was de- 
cided in the allirmativc by the following vole: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Dayton, p 
Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griilin, 

Grove, Hartley, Iloister, Hugci, Jacobs, Kitcliell, Kiltera, Lee, 

Macon, Madison, JMerccr, Mil ledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 
ray, Orr, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Silvester, William Smith, Steele, 

Sterrett, Sumpter, Trcdvvell, Venable, White, Williamson, Wil- 
lis.— 10. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Gerry, Gilman, llillhouse, Lawrance, Learned, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Tucker, Ward. — 20. 

The bill, having been then further amended, was, with the 
amendments, ordered to be engrossed and read the third time 
to-morrow. And, on the 10th, the bill was read the third time 
Passed by and the blanks therein were filled up. The question was then 
House. taken on its passage, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: — 
jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Boudinot, Clarke, 
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Findley, Fitzsimons, Gales, Gilman, Gordon, Greenup, Hartley, 

Pleisler, Huger, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Madison, IMcrcer, Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Silvester, 

William Smith, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, 
Wadsworth, White, Williamson, Willis. — 36. 

Noes — Messrs. S. Bourne, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Lawrance, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, 1. Smith, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Ward. — 13. 

The bill having been sent to the Senate for their concurrence, s. journal, 
was there read the first time on the 10th, and, on the follow- P' 
ing day, received the second reading and was committed to 
JMcssrs. Ellsworth, Strong, Sherman, Hawkins, and King. Mr. 
Ellsworth, from this committee, reported the bill on the 18(h, jd p. 472. 
with amendments, which were taken up for discussion on the 2 Uh, 
when they were })Ostponcd. On the 28th, the subject was resumed, id. p. 476. 
and the bill, after being amended, in conformity to the report of 
the committee, was ordered to the third reading; and on the 29th 
the bill, in its amended form, was read the third time and ])assed. h. journal. 
In the House of Representatives, these amendments were, on P* 
the 30th, committed to a committee of the whole house; and on 
the 1st of February the House w^ent into committee on the sub- ij. p. 688. 
ject, when a report was made to the House of agreement to some 
of the amendments, and disagreement to others. The House 
then determined to agree to the amendments of the Senate to 
the first and second sections, and to disagree to the amendments 
to the fourth and fifth sections of the liill. J'he Senate, on the s. journal, 
5th, resolved to insisl on their amendments to the bill, desired P- ^^2- 
a conference wdth the House on the subject of disagreement, and 
appointed, as managers at the conference on their part, Messrs. 

King, Ellsworth, and Strong. On the same day, the House of ii.jouniul, 
Representatives agreed to the conference, and appointed Messrs. P' 
Sedgwick, Giles, and Boudinot, to be managers on their part. 

Mr. King made a report to the Senate, from the managers, on s. Jounial, 
the 18th, as follows: — p. 488. 

“ That, on conferring with the managers on the part of the 
House of Representatives, the managers on the part of the House 
agreed to recommend to the House, to recede from their disa- 
greement to the last amendment proposed by the Senate; but, 
that the managers from the two houses did not agree to any re- 
port respecting the amendment proposed by the Senate to the 
4th section of the bill. 

“ Whereupon, the managers on the part of this bouse recom- 
VoL. I. — 09 
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2 ti conpreas. mended, that the Senate do recede from their amendment to the 

2d BpMion. ^ 

4th section, so far as respects the words proposed to be inserted 
in lieu of the words proposed to be expunged ; and that they do 
insist on their amendment, so far as respects the striking out of 
the words proposed to be struck out in the said 4th section. 

“ And that the Senate do also insist on their last amendment.” 

This report was agreed to by the Senate. 

On the 10th, Mr. Sedgwick, from the managers of the House h. Journal, 
of Representatives, made a report on the subject, and on the same P* 
day the House agreed to the amendment of the Senate ; but on 
the following day it was agreed to reconsider the amendments 
pending between the two houses, and the House then resolved to id. p. 710, 
adhere to its disagreement to the amendment insisted on by the 
Senate to the fourtli section, and to recede from the amendment 
insisted on by the Senate to the fifth section of the bill. The 
Senate, on the 23d, again considered their amendments disagreed s. Journal, 
to by the House of Representatives, and on the question to re- P '^92,49o. 
cede from their amendment, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote : — 

Senate re- Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Dickinson, Ed- 

rede. wards, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Ru- 
therford, Taylor. — 1,5. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Henry, John- 
ston, King, Langdon, Read, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate. — 14. 


iKt Congresfi. On the 2d of March, 1791, being the third session of the first 
Congress, Mr. Schuyler, from a committee of the Senate appoint- 
ed to revise the laws of the United States, reported a bill en- 


Relatlveto titled “ An act to continue in force the act therein mentioned. 


mode of 
payment of 
pensions. 


and to make further provision for the payment of pensions to in- 
valids, and for the support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 


public piers.^’ The only part of this bill which refers to the in- 


valid pensions, is the second section, which reads as follows: — 


1791. 


^^Sect. 2. And be it further enacted — That the yearly pensions 
which have been allowed by, or in pursuance of, any act, or law, 
of the United States, to persons who were wounded and disabled 
during the late war, shall, for the space of one year from the 
4th day of March next, be paid out of the treasury of the United 
States, under such regulations as the President of the United 
States may direct.” 
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This bill passed the Senate on the third of March, and was S. Journal, 
passed in the House of Representatives on the same day. 

H. Jotirnal, 

^ p. 406. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 3d of May, 1792 . 
1792, Mr. King, pursuant to notice given to the Senate on the s. journal, 
previous day, introduced a hill to continue the above named 
act. The rules being dispensed with, the bill went through all 
its stages on the same day; and on the 4th, the other parts of the 11 . journal, 
bill having undergone modification in the House of Reprcsenla- P- 
tives, the hill was passed in that hou.se, under the amended title 
of “ An act to provide for mitigating or remitting the penalties 
and forfeitures accruing under the revenue laws in certain cases, 
and to make further provision for the payment of pensions to iii- 
vjilids.” 

The President of the United States, in opening the second wscs- la.p, cii. 
sion of the second Congress, stated to the two houses the fact of 
the massacre of certain citizens by the Indians, while under the 
protection of a flag of truce, and suggested the propriety of a 
provision for the families of the deceased. In committee of the 
whole house on the speech of the President, this portion of the 
executive suggestions was made the subject of deliberation, and 
forms the substance of one of the resolutions reported, being as 
follows: — 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that pro- id. p. 623. 
vision be made by law, for the widows and orphans of those per- 
sons who may have been killed, while under the protection of 
flags of truce to the Indian tribes.” 

This resolution was agreed to by the House, and on the 22dof 
November a committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Par- 
ker, Macon, and Heister, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, 
pursuant to this resolution. On the 28lh, Mr. Parker, from this id. p. 625. 
committee, presented a bill to make compensation to the widows 
and orphans of certain persons, who were killed by Indians, un- 
der the sanction of flags of truce, which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house ; id p. 628. 
and on the 3d of January, 1793, the bill was considered in com- 1793. 
mittee, and several amendments were reported, which were taken jd. p. 661, 
up by the House on the next day, when some were adopted, and 
others disagreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read the third 

time. The bill was, on the 5th of January, read the third time s. Journal, 

p. 468. 
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and passed. In the Senate, the hill was, on the 7th, read the s. .Toumal, 
first time, and on the following day, it passed through the other P’ 
stages. 

On the 18th of January, 1793, a motion was made in the House H. Journal, 
of Representatives, as follows: — 

Resolved — That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
to make provision of half pay for seven years, to the widows 
and orphans of such officers of the army of the United States, as 
have been killed in the service since the third day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, or 
who may hereafter be killed in the service of the United States. 

It was then ordered that this motion he referred to a commit- Id. p. 691. 
tee of the whole house. On the 5th of February, the House re- 
solved itself into committee on this motion, and Mr. Key, the 
chairman, reported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to by the House: — 

Resolved — That provision of half pay for years, to the 

widows and orphans of such officers of the army of the United 
States, as have been killed in the service since the fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty -nine, or who 
may hereafter be killed in the service of the United States, ought 
to be made by law.’’ 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Hartley, Wadsworth, and 
Greenup, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this re- 
solution; and, on the same day, Mr, Hartley presented a bill to 
make provision of half-pay to the widows and orphans of certain 
officers, wliich was read the first and seconti lime, and commit- 
ted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 
in committee, on the 8th of February, and several amendments u. p. 696. 
thereto were reported, which, with the bill, were ordered to lie 
on the table. There was no further action on this bill during 
this Congress. 

On liie 15th of January a motion was submitted to the House id. p. 672. 
of Representatives, 

That a committee be appointed to prepare and bring in a 
bill for placing on the pension list all such officers and privates 
of the militia as have been, or shall be, wounded or disabled in 
the service of the United States, and not provided for by law.” 

This motion was referred to a committee of the whole house, 
and, on the 6th of February, the motion was taken up in com- la. p. 693. 
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mittee of the whole, and Mr. Dayton, the chairman, reported the 
following resolutions, which were agreed to; — 

Resolved — That provision ought to be mndc, by law, for 
placing such officers, non commissioned officers, and privates, of 
the militia, as have been disabled in the service of the United 
States, since the day of , or shall hereafter be dis- 

abled in such service, on the pension list. 

Resolved — That provision ought to be made, by law, for es- 
tablishing such regulations as may be necessary to ascertain the 
nature and degree of such disabilities, and the annual allowance 
to be made for the same.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Greenup, Hartley, and Darn- 
well, prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, conforming to these re- 
solutions; and, on the 15th of February, Mr. Greenup, from this H..TourniiI, 
committee, presented a bill for placing on the pension list such 1^' 
officers and privates of the militia as may be wounded and disa- 
bled in the service of the United States; which was read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
house for the following Monday. Dut it does not appear that 
this bill was further acted on. 


0^^ the 20tli of July, 17Rf), the House of Represcnlativcs or- _ I™, 
dcred that Messrs. Smith, of South ( arolina, Ulyrner, and ('ar- H.Journal, 
roll, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pro- 
viding for the establishment of hospitals for sick and disabled 
seamen, and for the regulation of harbours. And, on the 27th of M. p. 92. 
August, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of hospitals for the relief of sick 
and disabled seamen, and prescribing regulations for the harbours 
of the United States; which was then read the first time, and 
received the second reading on the following day, and was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. On the 16th ofid. p. 112. 
September, the consideration of this bill was postponed until the 
next session of Congress. 

At the second session of this Congress, on the 22d of April, 1790. 
1790, a committee w'as appointed by the House of Representa- ii. journal, 
tives, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Parker, and P. Muhlen- P’ 
berg, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the relief of dis- 
abled soldiers and seamen. On the 28th of June, the House id. p. 252. 
considered the reports of the secretary of war, on the petitions 
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of James Derry, Benjamin Hardison, Christian Wolfe, Samuel 
Garrelson, and Caleb Brewster, and adopted the following reso- 
lution : — 

“ Resolved — That the commissioner of army accounts be au- 
thorized to settle the accounts of pay of the said James Derry, 
and Benjamin Hardison, and to issue his certificates for the same 
in conformity to the reports of the said secretary of war ; and 
that the said Caleb Brewster, Christian Wolfe, and Samuel Gar- 
retson, respectively, be placed on the list of pensioners, from the 
time, and in the manner also reported by the said secretary.” 

Jt was then ordered, that it be an instruction to the commit- 
tee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the re- 
lief of disabled soldiers and seamen, that they do insert a clause, 
or clauses, pursuant to the said resolution. 

Mr. Williamson, on the IGth of July, from this committee, pre- h. Journal, 
sented a bill for the relief of disabled soldiers and seamen, and P* 
of certain other persons, lately in the service of the United 
States, which was then read the first time, and received, on the 
next day, the second reading, and was committed to a committee 
of the whole house. And, on the 19th, the bill was considered id. p. 272, 
in committee, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to by the House. The bill was ordered to the third 
reading on the 27th, and on the following day, it was read the id. p. 282, 
third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill w^as read the 
first and second time, on the 29th, and was committed to Messrs. §. journal, 
Schuyler, Gunn, and Bassett. Mr. Schuyler, on the 2d of Au- p l93, 194. 
gust, reported various amendments; and it was agreed to amend 
the bill accordingly. The bill was then ordered to the third id. p. 202. 
reading. On the 0th of August, the Senate proceeded further 
to consider the report, which is as follows: — 

“ That they have examined the vouchers, documents, or cases, 
of the several persons for whom provision is intended by the bill, 
as having been disabled whilst in the service of the United 
States ; and, it appears to your committee, that, if they had re- 
spectively applied to the commissioners appointed by the several 
states, in conformity to the acts of the late Congress, they would 
have received certificates to entitle them to be placed on the list 
of pensioners. That, in general, for want of information, or 
through ignorance, they did not apply Muthin the time assigned 
by the act of the 11th of June, 1788, within which applications 
were to be made : That, in the opinion of your committee, they 
are, nevertheless, equitably entitled to the intended relief, 
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“That the relief intended for the other persons in the bill, ap- 
pears to your committee just and proper. 

“ That your committee are of opinion, that similar relief 
should be extended to the several other persons who were disa- 
bled in the service of the United States, as appears from the do- 
cuments delivered with this report, and, therefore, prepare the 
following amendments to the bill : — 

“ Sect. 1, U?ic 2. To strike out ‘ James,’ and insert ‘ Joseph.’ r. .Tournal. 

Line Jk/. Strike out ‘ and,’ and, after ‘Steele,’ insert Joseph 
Shuttlief and Daniel Culver. 

“ Line (Mh. After the word ^ discharge,’ insert ‘ that Edward 
Scott, a disabled soldier, be allowed a pension at the rate of three 
dollars per month, from the date of his discharge. That David 
Weaver, and (leorge Schell, disabled soldiers, be each allowed a 
pension, at the rate of two dollars per month, from the date of 
their respective discharges. That Seth Boardman, a disabled 
soldier, be allowed a pension, at the rate of three dollars and 
one-third of a dollar per month, from the 17th day of Marcli, 

178G. That Severenus Rock, a disabled captain, of Colonel Ja- 
cob Klock’s regiment of New York militia, be allowed a pension, 
at the rate of five dollars per month, from the 20th day of Au- 
gust, 1777. That John Younglove, a disabled major of ('olonel 
Lewis Van Woort’s regiment of New York militia, be allowed a 
pension, at the rate of six dollars per month, from the OOih day 
of July, 1781. That William White, a disabled private of Co- 
lonel Williams’ regiment of New York militia, he allowed a 
pension, at the rate of three dollars and one-third of a dollar per 
month, from the first day of April, 178(). That .lacob Newkirk, 
a disabled soldier of Colonel John Harper’s regiment of New 
York state troops, be allowed a pension, at the rate of three dol- 
lars per month, from the 22d day of October, 1780.” 

The bill, amended to conform to this report, was then read i[ jcmmal, 
the third time, and passed; and the amendments of the Senate 
were, on the 9th, concurred in by the House of Representatives. 


In the first session of the second Congress, a member pro- 1791 - 92 . 
duced certain papers respecting the sale and disposition of the n. jonmul. 
Marine Hospital, in the state of Virginia; and these papers were, P* 
on the 14th of November, 1791, referred to the secretary of the 
treasury for his examination and report; and, on the 17th of 
April, 1792, the speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
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Mt(>ngrrp«6. secretary of the treasury, accompanying his report on the papers 

referred to him, concerning a Marine Hospital, at Washington, 

in Virginia: and also on a memorial of the Marine Society of h. Journal, 

Committee Boston, on the subject of marine hospitals. This report was P' 

rep^orr^of ordered to be referred to Messrs. Arnes, Sterrett, and Par- 

trcasuiy. ker. On the 28lh of the same month, Mr. Ames, from this com- id. p. 591. 

Report or- mittee, made a report to the House, which was read, and ordered 

derecltolic upon the table. There was no further action on the re- 

on table. ^ 

port, except its reference, as will be seen hereafter. 

Sick and On the 19th of November, 1792, it was ordered by the p 621. 
infirm sea- Housc of Representatives, that a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill, or bills, for the relief of sick and in- 
Commit- firm seamen; and Messrs. Williamson, Lawrance, Goodhue, B. 

Bourne, and Barnwell, were appointed of this committee. It 
was ordered, at the same time, that the report of the secretary 
of the treasury, concerning marine hospitals, which was made 
on the 17th of April, and the report of a committee thereupon 
made on the 2Sth, be referred to the same committee. Mr. 

Billreport- Williamson presented, from this committee, on the 21st of Ja- u. p. 575 
committed ^ relief of sick and infirm seamen, which was 

then read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. But the bill was not taken up in com- 
mittee during the session. 

Promoting The House, likewise, on the 19th of November, appointed a p 

commerce committee, consisting of the same members, to prepare and bring 
by increase . 1 .1 • c 

ofseamen. in a bill, or bills, for promoting commerce, by the increase ol 

American seamen. And, on the 22d of January, 1793, Mr. la. p.677. 

Billreport- WilHamson presented, from this committee, a bill to promote 

ed, and commerce, by the increase of American seamen, which was then 

* read the first and second time, and committed to a committee ol 

the whole house. This bill shared the fate of the other, which 

emanated from the same committee, and was not again brought 

under the notice of the House. 


iBtconare$». Thb cascs of individuals claiming compensation for losses, or 

3d SeBRion. ... . r i ^ i ^ — 

services, during, or in consequence 01 , the late war, and on 

which there was legislation, are as follows: — 

John*Elt*9 John Ely, who claimed for services as a surgeon. His peti- ii. journal, 
Petitiow. ^jon was referred to the secretary of war, and on his report be- 

ing received, it was ordered that Messrs. Trumbull, Mathews, 173 . 
and Burke, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill for his 
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. relief. This bill was brought in on the lllh of March, 1790, 
received the first and second reading, and was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was rejected on the H. Journal, 
6th of April. A new committee was appointed on this peti- P* 
lioner’s case, on the 21st of April, consisting of Messrs. Par- i,i. p. ig?', 
tridge, Huntington, and Mathews, and a new bill was intro- 
duced on the following day, which was read the fii*st and second 
time, and was committed to a committee of the whole house. 

This bill was taken up in committee on the 30th of April, and id. p. 206, 
having been reported without amendment, was engrossed and 
read the third time, and was sent to the Senate. In the Senate, s. journal, 
the bill was read the first and second time, and was committed P' 
to Messrs. Maclay, Wingate, and Elmer. Mr. Maclay made a id. p. 189. 
report on the 12th of May, and the bill was then rejected. 

The petition of the Baron de Steuben, for compensation for H. Journal, 
military services, was presented to the House of Representatives, 
on the 14th of September, 1789, and was referred to the secreta- 
ry of the treasury. The report of the secretary was received on 
the Gth of April, 1790, and w'as considered on the 19th, when Id. p. 190. 
Messrs. Gerry, Wadsworth, Vining, Smith, of South Carolina, id. p. 196. 
and Lawrance, were appointed a committee to bring in a bill. 

Mr. Gerry, on the 30th, presented a bill for finally adjusting and Id. p. 207. 
satisfying the claims of Frederick William de Steuben, which 
was read the first and second time, and was committed. This 
bill occupied the House, in committee, during the 4th, 5lh, and 
6th of May, when it was reported without amendment. On the 
7th, the bill being before the House, it was moved to strike out, — 

in the first section, from the word ‘‘assembled,’^ in the second id. p. 210 , 
line, to the end, as follows: — 

That, for the final adjustment and satisfaction of the claims 
of Frederick William de Steuben, and as well to indemnify him 
for his sacrifices and expenses in coming to the United States, as 
to compensate him for his services to them during the late war, 

(pursuant to the conference between him and a committee of 
Congress, in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, set forth in the documents accompanying his memorial,) 
there be allowed to the said Frederick William de Steuben — 

The pay and other emoluments of major general and inspect- 
or general, specified in the several acts of Congress relating to 
him, from the tenth day of March, in the year one thousand se- 
ven hundred and seventy-eight, to the fifteenth day of April, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and eighly-foui : 

VoL. 1. — 70 
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An annuity, for life, of two thousand seven hundred and six 
dollars, to commence on the first day of October, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven. 

<< And thousand acres, in theWestem territory of the 

United States, to be located in such manner as shall hereafter be 
prescribed by law: Provided — That the foregoing allowances 
shall not be construed to include either half pay, or the commu- 
tation for half pay.’’ 

And the question being put on this motion, it was decided in 
the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Jltjcs — Messrs. yVshc, Baldwin, Blood worth, Boudinot, Brown, 

Contec, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Livermore, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Sher- 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, 

Sturges, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 28. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Gale, Griflin, Heister, Huger, 
Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Page, Scott, Smith, 
of South Carolina, Vining, Wynkoop. — 21. 

It was then moved, and agreed to, to insert, in lieu of the 
words stricken out, the following clause: — 

That, in order to make full and adequate compensation to 
Frederick William de Steuben, as well for the sacrifices and emi- 
nent services made and rendered to the United States during the 
late war, as for the commutation or half pay promised hy the re- 
solutions of Congress, (here be paid to the said Frederick Wil- 
liam de Steuben the sum of seven thousand dollars, in addition 
to the moneys already received by liim; and, also, an annuit}" of 

dollars, during life, to commence on the first of January 

last, to be paid in quarterly payments at the treasury of the 
United States; vvhich several sums shall be considered in full dis- 
charge of all claims and demands whatever of the said Frederick 
William de Steuben against the United States.” 

The bill was then further amended, and was ordered to be en- ii..Tounul, 
grossed, and read the third time. On the 10th, the bill having P* 
been read the third time, it was moved to fill up the blank in the 
bill as to the amount of the annuity to tlie Baron de Steuben, 
with the sum of two thousand seven hundred and six dollars; 
and the question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative by the following vote: — 

A]jes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Cadwalader, Carroll, 

Coles, Fitzsimons, Gale, Gerry, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Hun- 
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tington, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mulilcnberg, Page, Scott, 
Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, Wads- 
worth, Wynkoop. — 25. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Brown, 
Conlee, Floyd, Foster, Gilman, Goodhue, (iridin, (irout, Ila thorn, 
Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Parker, Partridge, V an Jicnssclaer, 
Schureman, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnirkson, Smith, of 
Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sturgc.s White, Williamson. — 30. 

The motion was therefore rejected, and it was then agreed to 
fill the blank with the sum of two tliousand dollars. The ques- 
tion was then put on the passage of the bill, and it was decided 
in tlie aflirmativc, as follows: — 

Ai/cs — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bland, Boudinot, Cadwaladcr, 
Carroll, Coles, Contec, Fitzsiinons, Gale, Gerry, Gri/lin, Hartley, 
Heister, Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Madi- 
.son, jr., Moore, Muhlcnbiirg, Page, I\arlver, Scott, Slierrnan, 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Tucker, 
Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 31. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Floyd, Fos- 
ter, Gilman, (loodliue, (irout, Hathorii, Mathews, Partridge, Van 
Rensselaer, Sclmrewian, Seney, Silvester, Sinnickson, Steele, 
Stone, St urges, Williamson. — 21. 

The hill was therefore pas.^ed and sent to the Senate, where, 
on the lOtli and 11th, the bill received the first and second read- 
ing, and was committed to Me.ssrs. Maclay, Strong, Izard, Ells- 
worth, and .Johnston. Mr. Maclay reported the hill on the 2‘Uh, 
and on the 2rjtli the Senate proceeded to consider the report, as 
follows: — 

In the second line, strike out from the word ‘ order,’ inclusive, 
to the end of the bill, and insert ‘ consideration of the eminent 
services of the Baron dc Steuben, ren<lered to the United States 
during the late war, there be paid to him an annuity of one thou- 
sand dollars, to commence on the first day of January last, to 
be paid in quarterly payments at the treasury of the United 
States.’ ” 

On the following day, much debate having taken place, the 
question was put on agreeing to the report of the committee, and 
decided in the negative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Johnston, 
Langdon, Strong, Wingate. — 8. 

jYay.9 — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Gunn, Henry, 
Johnson, Izard, King, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Paterson, Read, 
Schuyler, Walker. — in. 


1790. 


II. Jounml, 
p. 213. 


S Journal, 
p 139.144, 
145. 
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^t^ongress. It was then moved that the opinion of the Senate should be s. Journal, 
taken, whether two thousand dollars, line 7, should stand in the P’ 
question being taken on this motion, it was decided 

as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, John- 
son, Johnston, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President determined the 
question, by giving the casting vote in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made to strike out the following words, 

the sum of seven thousand dollars, in addition to the moneys al- 
ready received by him, and also;” and, the question being put, it 
was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Haw- 
kins, Johnson, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Johnston, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker. — 12. 

The vote of the Vice-President being again required, decided 
this question in the negative. 

The third reading of the bill came on on the 27th. An un- 
successful motion was again made to reduce the annuity to one 
thousand dollars; but a motion to strike out seven thousand in 
the 6th line, was decided in the affirmative. The various sums 
of five thousand,” “four thousand five hundred,” and “ four 
thousand,” were then successively moved, and all rejected ; and it 

was then agreed to strike out these words, the sum of 

dollars, in addition to the moneys already received by him, and 
also.” It was likewise determined to strike out these words, “ as 
well for the commutation or half pay provided by the resolutions 
of Congress.” 

It was then moved, to add five hundred after the words id. p. 147. 

two thousand,’^ in the 7th line, thus increasing the amount of 
the annuity. The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided in the following manner: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Lee, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Walker. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Hawkins, 

Johnson, Johnston, Langdon, Maclay, Paterson, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 12. 

The Vice-President, on this occasion, also, being required to 
Bill passed vote, decided the question in the affirmative. The bill was then 
by Senate, passed, as amended. 
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On the 28th, the House took up for consideration the amend- 
ments of the Senate, when the first, second, and third, having 
been agreed to, the question was put on the last amendment; 
namely: to add the words five hundred’’ after the words 
‘‘ two thousand,” and it was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Ger- 
r}^, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Li- 
vermore, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Silvester, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, White, 
Wynkoop. — 32. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Blood worth, Brown, Foster, 

Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Ilathorn, Jackson, Leonard, 

Mathews, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sency, Sher- 
man, Sinnickson, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
Williamson. — 25. 

On the 1st of February, 1790, the petition of John McCord, n. jouiml, 
of Quebec, was presented to the House of Representatives, pray- 
ing to be reimbursed for supplies of money and other necessa- 
ries, which he furnished to the American army in Canada, in 
the year 1775. This petition was referred to Messrs. Ames, 
Fitzsimons, and Boudinot; and, on the 7th of May, Mr. Ames id. p. 211. 
made a report, which was taken up for consideration on the 1st id. p. 232. 
of June, when it was resolved, ‘‘that there be paid to the said 
John M‘Cord, the sum of one thousand dollars, in full, for all 
claims, either of rations or lands, as a Canadian sufferer or re- 
fugee.” The committee, already appointed, were then instruct- 
ed to bring in a bill. A bill, to this effect, was reported by Mr. 

Boudinot on the following day, and immediately went through id, p. 2.33, 
the various stages, and was sent to the Senate, where, on the 6th 
and 7th, it was read the first and second time, and committed to p 
Messrs. Morris, Maclay, and Elmer. The bill was reported 
and amended on the 18th; and was read the third time, and id. r 163. 
passed, on the next day. On the 22d, the House agreed to the H. Journal, 
amendment. p. 248. 

A petition of the representatives of David Gould, deceased, id. p. 245. 
was presented to the House of Representatives, and referred to 
the secretary of war, who reported, and the report having been 
considered by the House, the following resolution was adopted: — 

“ Resolved — That provision ought to be made for paying to 
such of the orphan children of the late Doctor David Gould, who 
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lit Congress, died in service during; the late war, as were living; at the time 

2d Session. ^ ® ® , 

of his death, or their legal representatives, the sum of one thou- 
sand six hundred and eighty dollars, being the amount of the 
half pay of a captain for seven years, the same being the ratio 
established as the half pay of a surgeon by the resolves of Con- 
gress, of the 17th day of January, 1781.’^ 

Messrs. Seney, Heister, and Moore, were instructed to bring n. journal, 
in a bill; and a bill was reported on the 23d, which was passed 
through the various stages on the two next successive days. ^ 

After two readings in the Senate, the bill was committed to p. 166.169. 
iVill reject- Messrs. Wingate, Elmer, and Maclay. After the report of the id. p. 174, 
committee was received, the bill was rejected. 


ed. 


175. 


Thomas A petition was presented to the House of Representatives, on ii. journal, 
lUnci.AY. 24th of September, 1789, from Thomas Barclay, praying 1^* 

Scnlccs that he might receive compensation for services rendered to the 
cornmis-^’ United States, ill various public stations in ]']urope. On the 
bioncr, and 24th of February, 1790, this petition was referred to Messrs. Id. p. 163. 
‘‘gent. Clymer, Page, and Sinnickson. Mr. Clymer made a report on 

the 2Sth of June, which was considered on the 1st of July, and id. p. 255. 
recommitted to the same committee. Another report was made Id. p. 278. 
by Mr. Clymer, on the 21th of July, which was considered on id. p. 282. 
the 27th of July, when the House came to the following reso- 
lution: — 

Resolved — That, in the settlement of the accounts of the said 
Thomas Barclay, he be allowed, exclusive of expenses charged 
by him in his said account, namely, as consul in France for 
three years, the salary appointed by Congress to that office: 

That, on all goods purchased and shipped by him in Holland for 
the United States, he be allowed a commission of two and a half 
per ceniiLni: That, on the value of all the supplies of goods for 
the United State.s^ repacked and shipped by him in Holland, and 
in various ports in France, he be allowed one^^er centum: That, 
as a commissioner for settling the accounts of receipts and ex- 
penditures of public moneys in Europe, for four years, he be 
allowed at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per annum: That, 
as agent for negotiating and concluding a commercial treaty with 
Morocco, he be allowed two thousand dollars.’^ 

Messrs. Stone, Clymer, and Page, were instructed to bring in h. Journal, 
a bill, which was presented by Mr. Clymer on the following day, P- 
when, after receiving the first and second reading, it was com- ij, p. 285. 
mitted, and considered in committee: several amendments were 
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• i8t conjrress. reported, and the bill was ordered to the third reading, and 

^ was passed on the next day. In the Senate, the bill was read 

the first and second time on the 29th and 30th, and was com- 
mitted to Messrs. King, Morris, and Langdon. Mr. King, on 
the 3d, reported sundry amendments, which were considered on 
the 5th, as follows: — 

Amend- “ Lint 3. Strike out the word ^from,^ and insert the word 

meats by ^ > 

Senate. 

Lint A. Strike out the words ^ one until,’ and insert the 
words ‘and the.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out the word ‘ seven,’ and insert the word 
‘ eight,’ so that the bill read thus: ‘ between the year ITSO and the 
year 17^8.’ 

“ Strike out, line Gth to line 9th, these words: ‘ as appointed h}" 
tlic late Congress to that office; on all goods purchased and shijijx'd 
by him in Holland for the I'nitcd Stales, a commission of 2.] ])ti' 
on the value of all the siipjilies of goods for the Ihiited States, 
repacked and shijiped hy him in France and Holland, a commis- 
sion of one y;cr cent,,' and insert in (heir place these words, ‘ in 
lieu of all commissions for business done on aceoimt of the United 
States, according to the resolutions of (Congress of the third day 
of November, 1780. ’ 

Line 10. Hetween the word ‘years,* and the words ‘a sa- 
lary,’ insert ‘ in addition to his actual expenses for office rent, 
clerks, stationary, and postage.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out ‘ four,’ and insert ‘ three.’ 

“ Same line. Strike out ‘fifteen hundred,' and insert ‘two 
thousand.’ 

“ Line 11. Between the words ‘ Morocco,’ and ‘ the,’ insert 
these words, ‘ in addition to his actual expenses in conducting 
the same.’ 

“ Line 12. Strike out tlic word ‘ two,’ and wiscrt ‘ four.’ 

“Same line. Strike out ‘ wliich several allowances shall he 
exclusive of the account of the private expenses incurred hy the 
said Thomas Barclay, whilst employed as commissioner and agent 
aforesaid.’ 


Passed by It was then agreed to amend the bill to conform to this report, 
Senate. gniended, the bill was read the third time and passed. 

mentT^not amended bill was then returned to the House, but was not 

taken up acted OQ by that branch, 
by House. 

3< i Pfspion. At the next session, on the 12th of February, 1791, the peti- 
^^and^^ lions of Thomas Barclay and of Jacob Wincy, on behalf of him- 
Wijfxr. self and others, were presented to the House oi' Representatives, 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 193. 


Id p.l94. 
199. 


Id 


1791. 

H, .bmrnid, 
p. 376. 
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praying that depreciation may be allowed on certain paper mo- 
ney payments, made them by order of the late Congress, for the 
freight and valuation of two ships, the property of the petition- 
ers, which were chartered for public service, and afterwards taken 
by the enemy. The petitions were referred to Messrs. Clymer, H. Journal, 
Smith, of Maryland, and Partridge; and this committee, on the P 
19th, was discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tions, and they were referred to the secretary of the treasury. 


On the 22d of November, the report of the secretary of the 1792. 
treasury on this petition, was made to the House, and ordered h. Journal, 
to lie on the table. And, on the 21st of December, a petition P- 
was presented from Robert Ralston, assignee of the estate of Id. p. 652. 
Thomas Barclay, praying that payment might be made to him, 
as legal representative of Barclay, for the amount of certain 
claims for services rendered by him to the United States, pre- 
viously to the 16th day of May, 1791; and this petition was re- 
ferred to the secretary of the treasury, for examination and re- 
port. 

Nothing further was done in relation to this claim. 


A PETITION of Sarah, the widow of the Earl of Stirling, was 1790. 
presented to the House of Representatives, on the 25th of June, H. Journal, 
1790, praying to receive the allowance of seven years’ half-pay, P- 
due to her decea.sed husband, as a major-general in the service 
of the United States, which was referred to the secretary of war, 
whose report to the House was received on the 27th of July, Id. p. 282. 
and was taken up for consideration on the 2d of August, when 
the House adopted a resolution “that there be paid to Sarah Id. p. 286. 
Stirling, the widow of the late Major-general Lord Stirling, the 
sum of six thousand nine hundred and seventy-two dollars, being 
the half pay of a major-general in the late American army, for 
the term of seven years. Messrs. Boudinot, Thatcher, and 
Ashe, were then directed to bring in a bill. Mr. Boudinot pre- 
sented, on the 4th of August, a bill making an appropriation for Id. p. 288. 
discharging the claim of Sarah Alexander, the widow of the late 
Major-general Lord Stirling, who died in the service of the 
United Stales, which was then read the first time, and, on the 
next day received the second reading, and was committed, con- id. p. 289, 
sidered in committee, and ordered to the third reading. On the 
6th, the bill was passed and sent to the Senate, where it received H. p. 29i> 
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ist conpress. reaclinffs on the same day, and was committed to Messrs. 

2a Session. 

Schuyler, Butler, and Izard. Mr. Schuyler, on the 7th, report- 
ed amendments; namely: — 

Amend- Strike out of the section all subsequent to the word ‘ that,’ 

Senate second line, and substitute as follows: “ The register of 

the treasury shall, and is hereby required to, grant unto Sarah, 
the widow of the late Major general Earl of Sterling, who died 
in the service of the United States, a certificate, to entitle her to 
a sum equal to an annuity for seven years’ half pay of a major 
general; to commence, as from the l lth day of January, 17S3, 
in conformity to tlic act late Congress, passed on the2 Uh 

day of August, 1 7S0; the amount for which the said certificate is 
to be granted, to be ascertained by the secretary of the treasury, 
and on similar jirinciples as other debts of the United States are 
liquidated and certified. 

^/Jnd be it further enacted — That the said register shall grant 
unto Frances Eleanor Laurens, the orphan daughter of the late 
Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens, who was killed whilst in the 
service of the United States, a certificate, to entitle her to a sum 
equal to an annuity for seven years’ half pay of a lieutenant co- 
lonel, to commence as from the 25th day of August, 1782, ac- 
cording to the act of the late Congress, of the 21th day of Au- 
gust, 1780; the amount for which the said certificate is to be 
granted, to be ascertained by the secretary of the treasury, in 
manner aforesaid. 

And whereas, no provision hath heretofore been made for 
discharging the arrears of pension due to ollicers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and soldiers, who were wounded and disabled 
whilst in the service of the United States; therefore, Beit further 
enacted — That each of the oflicers, non-commissioned officers, and 
soldiers, who were so wounded and disabled, and who is now 
placed on the books, in the office of the secretary in the depart- 
ment of war, as a pensioner, or to be so placed, in conformity to 
any law of this Congress, shall receive from the register of the 
treasury, (who is hereby required to grant the same,) a certifi- 
cate, to be Ii([uidatcd and settled in such manner as the secretary 
of the treasury shall direct, for a sum equal to the pension an- 
nually due to him, to commence from the time he became enti- 
tled thereto, or from the time to which the same had been paid, 
as the case may be, which shall be ascertained and certified by 
the said secretary for the department of war, and which annuity 
shall be liquidated to the 4th day of March, 1789; from which 

VoL. L~71 


1790. 
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United States have assumed the payment of the pensions 
certified by the several states ; and, in case of the death of any 
ments by Person so entitled, the certificate shall pass to his heirs, or legal 
Senate. representative or representatives. 

Arid be it further enacted — That the widow or orphan of each 
officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, who was killed, or 
died, whilst in the service of the United States, and who is now 
placed on the books in the office of the said secretary, is entitled 
to a pension by virtue of any act of the said late Congress, or any 
law of this Congress, and for whom provision has not been made 
by any slate, and to whom any arrears of such pension are due, 
and which have arisen prior to the said 4th day of March, 1789, 
shall receive a certificate therefor, in like manner, and on the 
same principles, as certificates arc by this act directed to be 
given to officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, who were 
wounded or disabled, as aforesaid. 

“ Expunge from the title all after the word ‘ act,’ and substi- 
tute, * for the relief of the persons therein mentioned or de- 
scribed.’ ” 

Bill pas.6ed It was then agreed to amend the bill so as to conform to this 
by Senate, report; and the bill, as thus amended, was passed, and returned 
to the House of Representatives for concurrence. On the 9th, 

House con- the House considered the amendments of the Senate, and agreed h. journal, 
to the same. P- 


Petition of On the 4th of May, 1790, a petition was presented to the id. p. 208 
s. Mooic, House of Representatives from Stephen Moore, of North Carolina, 

respecting . * . • r i 

purchaseof praying to receive compensation lor the use and value of a ccr- 
tain tract of land, at West Point, in the state of New York, on 

Point. 

which had been erected the fortifications and arsenals of the 
United States, which was referred to the secretary of the treasu- 
ry. The letter and report of the secretary of the treasury were, id. p. 236. 
on the 10th of June, referred to Messrs. Lawrance, Steele, and 
Brown. Mr. Lawrance, on the 15th, presented, from this com- 
[H. B. 76.] mittee, a bill to authorize the purchase of a tract of land for the 
use of the United States ; which was then read the first time, 
and, on the two following days, received the second and third id. p. 242, 
reading, and was passed. 243. 

In the Senate, the bill was read the first and second time, on g, journal, 
the 17th and 18th, and was referred to Messrs. Izard, Gunn, and p.163.165. 
Langdon. Mr. Izard, on the 25th, reported the bill without 
amendment. It was then moved to adopt the following clause 
thereof: — 
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“ That it sliall be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby authorized, to cause to be purchased, for the 
use of the United States, the whole, or such part of that tract of 
land, situate in the state of New York, commonly called West 
Point, as shall be by him judged requisite for the purpose of such 
fortifications and garrisons as may be necessary for the defence 
of the same.” 

And this question was decided in the affirmative by the fol- 
lowing vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Cunn, Henry, 

Johnson, Johnston, Jzard, King, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. 

—14. 

JVitys — Messrs. Bassett, Elmer, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 

Strong, Wingate. — 7. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading; and, on the s. Journal, 
:J8th, the bill was read the third time, and, on the question of its 
passage, the vote was as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Few, Foster, Hawkins, 

Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, Lee, Paterson, Schuyler, 

Walker. — 15. 

A^ays — Messrs. Bassett, I'dlsworth, Elmer, Langdon, Maclay, 

Morris, Head, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 10. 

The bill was therefore passed. 

A petition was presented to the House of Jleprcsentativcs on 
the 21th of January, 1791, at the commencement of the third iT^joiiruiif 
session of the first Congress, from (Jeorge Hibson, praying com- p.360. 
pensation for services rendered to the United States, during the 
late war. The petition was referred to Messrs, (liles, Vining, id. p. 306. 
1\ Muhlenberg, Mathews, and Wadsworth. Mr. (iiles, on the 
28th, made a report, which was taken up for consideration on id. p. 381. 
the Kith of February, and the first part was disagreed to, in the 
following words: “That the petitioner, George Gibbon, is, in 

justice, entitled to the sum of dollars from the United 

States, as a commutation for half pay of a continental colonel, 
agreeably to former re.solutions of Congress.” On the 2Gth, the 
consideratior* of the report was resumed, when the House agreed 
to the latt :r part of the resolution ; which reads as follows : — 

“ That, in a most critical period during the late revolution, id. p. 394. 
the petitioner undertook a fatiguing, hazardous, and important 
expedition, of a secret nature, and, by his fidelity and masterly 
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management in the execution thereof, procured advantages to 
the United States singularly important, without incurring any, 
or but a very trivial expense, for which he has hitherto received 
no compensation ; and therefore the committee are of opinion, 
that he is justly and equitably entitled to the sum of dol- 

lars, as a reasonable compensation for his said services.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Giles, Vining, P. Muhlenberg, H. Journal, 
Mathews, and Wadsworth, prepare and bring in a bill. And on P* 
the 28th, Mr. Giles presented a bill to compensate George Gib- id. p. 398. 
son, w'hich was then read the first time, and on the following 
day, received the second reading, and was committed. On the 
2d, the bill was considered in committee, when an amendment id. p. 400. 
was reported, which was agreed to; and the question being then id. p.40l. 
taken on the engrossment of the bill, it was decided in the af- 
firmative, by the following vote: — 

A/yc.9 — Messrs. Aslie, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Burke, 
Cadwaladcr, Carroll, Clymcr, Contee, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gilman, 

Giles, Hartley, Huntington, Jackson, Lawrance, J.iec, Madison, 
jr., Muhlenberg, Scott, Sency, Sevier, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Sumpter, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 33. 

Afhes — Messrs. Ames, B. Bourne, Foster, Hathorn, Leonard, Li- 
vermore, Partridge, Van Jlensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, 

Sherman, Silvester, Thatcher, Williamson. — 11. 

On the same day, the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate, s. Journal, 
where it was read the first time on the same day. The bill P- 
W'as, on tire following day, ordered to be postponed till the next P’ 
session of Congress. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 28th of 1792. 
March, 1792, the Senate appointed Messrs. Morris, King, and s. Journal, 
Cabot, to report a bill, compensating the services of the late P‘ 

George Gibson ; and a bill was reported on the 19th of April, 
when it was read the first time, and received the second and 
third reading on the 20th and 2«3d, when it was sent to the H. Journal, 
House of Representatives, where it was, on the following day, 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house; and on the 8th of May, the bill was considered id. p, 604. 
in committee, and no amendment being made thereto, was im- 
mediately read the third time, and passed. 
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^ petition was presented to the House of lleprcscntatives, on H. .Tournal, 
^Davti)” the 24lh of February, 1790, from David Cook, praying cornpen- p 
Cook, sation for losses in the laic war, which was referred to tlie secre- 
tary of war, whose report was made on the ICth of March, and, id. p. ire. 
on the 24th, was committed to Messrs. Burke, Trumbull, and 
Thatcher. Mr. Burke, on the 5th of April, presented a bill la. p. 189. 
from this committee, entitled a bill for the relief of a certain 
description of oflicers therein mentioned ; which was read the 
first and second time, and committed, and passed with an amend- 
ment on the 21st of April. In the Senate, the bill was read the id. p. 197 . 
first and second time, on the 21st and 22d of April, and was s. .lounud, 
committed to Messrs. Schuyler, Hawkins, and Fllsworth, and 
was rejected on the 23d of the same month. 

3.1 Sf^BBio n On the 1 1th of k^ebruary, 1791, at the third session, the peti- 1791. 

tion of Cook was again presented, and referred to the war de- li.-ionrnal, 
partment, and a report was received on the 22d, which, on the !'• 

2tUh, was referred to Messrs. Burke, 4'hatcher, and Mathews, id. p. 399. 
On the 2d of March, Mr. Burke presented a bill for the relief of 
David Cook, which was then read the first time, and was not af- 
terwards acted on. 


‘2.1 Conpross 

Ifit Sc'SKinii 


Datid 
Cook and 
Thomas 
Campbell. 


At tlie first session of the second Congre.^s, on the 3d of No- Id. p. 448. 
vember, the petition of David Cook, late a captain in the third 
regiment of artillery of the state of Mas'^achiisc tls, was again 
presented, and referred to the tommittce ap])oint(‘d to pre])are a 
bill for making compensation to widows, orphans, and invalids, in 
certain cases. Mr. Wadsworth, from this committee, reported, on 
the 25th, a separate bill for the relief of l)a\id Co(ik, which was p 
then read the first time, and on the 28th, received the second u. p. 4 ( 30 . 
reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole house, 
by whom it was considered on the first of December, and re- 
ported without amendment. The bill was then amended by add- ui. p. 392. 
ing to it a provision for the case of I'homas Campbell, who had 
applied for a pension on account of wounds; and, thus amended, 
the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence, where, Id. p. 4G7. 
on the 5th and Gth, it received the first and second reading, and s. .loumal, 
was committed to the committee on the bill for making cornpen- 
sation to certain widows, orphans, invalids, and other persons. 

The bill was reported on the 9th without amendment, and was la. p. 354 , 
afterwards passed with the following amendments : — 


“ Section 1; line 7. After the word ‘ office/ insert ‘ a sum equiva- 
lent to.’ 



566 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. V. Nation. il Defonce— Individual Claims. 1791. 

2 d Congress. “ Section 2. lines 4 to 7. Strike out the words from ‘ ttie ’ to the 

Ist Session. _ , . „ . , 

word ‘notwithstanding,’ inclusive, and substitute, Provided — 

That he return into the treasury office a sum equivalent to the 
whole of his commutation of half pay.’ ” 

Bill passed. On the 14th, the House of Representatives agreed to these 
amendments. 

josKPH On the 9th of November, 1791, it was ordered by the Senate, s. Journal, 

pAitMiLL. Few, Strong, and Butler, report a bill authorizing P-339,340, 

the comptroller of the treasury to settle the accounts of Joseph 
Barmill. Mr. Few reported the bill on the 11th ; and on the 14th 
and 15th it received the first and second reading, and was re- 
ferred to Messrs. Burr, Wingate, and Sherman. There appears 
no subsequent proceeding on the Journal in reference to this bill. 

WiLMTNo- At the first session of the second Congress, the trustees of the 1792. 

TON Ac A- grammar school and academy of Wilmington, in the slate of Dela- ii.journal, 
ware, presented a petition to the House of Representatives, P- 
praying compensation for the injury done to the building during 
the war, which was referred to the secretary of the treasury. 

This report was referred, on the of March, 1792, to Messrs, id. p. 554, 
Vining, Mercer, and Ashe. Mr. Vining made a report on the 
29th, which was taken up on the following day, when it was con- 
sidered, and it was resolved, 

“ That the sum of be allowed for the use of the grammar 

school and academy at Wilmington, in the state of Delaware, 
and that provision by law be made for that purpose.” 

Messrs. Vining, Mercer, and Ashe, were then directed to pre- 
pare a bill. The bill was introduced on the 31st, and was then Id. p. 562. 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. On the 4th of April, the bill was considered Id. p. 563. 
in committee, ancT no amendment being reported, it was ordered 
to the third reading; and it was read the third time and passed 
on the next day. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and S. Journal, 
second time on the 5th and 6th, and was then ordered to the P 
third reading; and on the 10th it was referred to Messrs. Lang- id. p. 423, 
don, Read, and Monroe, and, on the 11th, the committee having 

Billpassed. reported, the Senate concurred in the bill. 


^SiSio’n^ On the 5th of March, 1790, a petition was presented to the 1790 

General Representatives, from Catherine Greene, relict of the nTjoumal, 

Greene, late General Greene, praying that an inquiry may be had on the P* 
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claims and petition of her late husband, as exhibited to the late 
Congress, on the 22d of August, 1785. This petition was referred 
to Messrs. Gerry, Boudinot, Parker, P. Muhlenberg, and Smith, 
of South Carolina. Mr. Gerry made a report fromtliLs commit- 
tee on the 29th of July, and, on the 30th, the report was consi- 
dered, and the petition was referred to the secretary of the trea- 
sury. The secretary made a report to the House on the 2(>th of 
December- This report was considered in committee of the 
whole, on the 10th, 20th, and 23d of January, when they report- 
ed that they had come to no resolution thereupon, and the com- 
mittee were then discharged from further proceeding on the re- 
port. 


On the 22d of February, 1792, it was moved that the House 
adopt the following motion : — 

“ Whereas the late Major General Nathaniel Greene, on the 
8th day of April, 1783, the more effectually to procure rations 
and supplies for the southern army of the United States, became 
bound as surety for John Banks and company, to Newcomen and 
Collet, merchants in Charleston, for the jiayrnent of eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-three pounds, fifteen shillings, and 
six pence, sterling money, being the condition of said bond : — 
And, whereas, on the first day of May, 178G, the balance ol 
principal and interest of said bond, being then eight thousand 
six hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings sterling, was 
paid by the said General Greene: Therefore, 

Resolved — That the United States shall indemnify the estate 
of the said General Greene for the said sum, last-mentioned, and 
the interest thereof: Provided — The executors of the said Ge- 
neral Greene shall account for a sum, being about two thousand 
pounds, be the same more or less, received of’ John Ferric, one 
of the partners of the said Banks and company, to be in })art of 
the indemnification aforesaid; and also shall make over, for the 
use of the United States, all mortgages, bonds, covenants, or other 
counter securities whatsoever, now due, which were obtained 
by the said General Greene, in his lifetime, from the said Banks 
and company, on account of hi.s being surety for them as afore- 
said, to be sued for in the name of the said executors, for the use 
of the United States.’’ 

This motion was committed to a committee of the whole, and 
the subject was immediately taken up for consideration in com- 


1790. 


Il.Joiimal, 

p. ‘J83. 

1701. 


II. .loiirnul, 
p.481. 

170-2. 

p. 490.494, 
495. 


1(1 p. 517, 
518. 
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mittee, occupying Ihc 22tl, 23d, and 24lh, when the committee H. Journal, 
reported the motion amended as follows: — 518— 

The preamble as it has been already given. 

Resolved — That the United States shall indemnify the estate 
of the said General Greene for the said sum, last mentioned, and 
the interest thereof, or for such sums, as, upon the investigation, 
by the officers of the treasury, of the transaction between John 
Banks and company, with Messrs. Newcomen and Collet, in 
which General Greene was security for the said Banks and com- 
pany, it shall appear that neither General Greene, nor his execu- 
tors, shall have received any payment or compensation for; 

Provided^ the executors of the said General Greene shall account 
for a sum,” &c. (S^c. 

The subject was then discussed, and, being undetermined, was p.561, 
resumed on the 4th of April, when the previous question having ^^2. 
been demanded, and it being decided that the main question 
should be put, the House adopted the resolution by the follow- 
ing vote: — 

*/?i/es — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Filzsimons, Gerry, Gregg, Hartley, Ileis- 
tcr, Key, Kittcra, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Livermore, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Page, Sedgwick, Sheridan, William Smith, 

Sterrett, Thatcher, Vining, Wadsworth, Willis. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, 

Macon, Moore, Niles, Seney, Jcrc. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Tredwcll, Ward, White, William- 
son. — 26. 

Messrs. Livermore, Page, and Barnwell, were then directed id. p. 563. 
to bring in a bill; and, on the following day, Mr. Livermore in- 
troduced a bill to indemnify the estate of the late Major General 
Nathaniel Greene for a certain bond entered into by him, for the 
public service, during the late war, which was then read the first 
time. On the 6th, the bill received the second reading, and a id. p. 564, 
motion was made to commit it to a committee of the whole on 
the first Monday in August next. The question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the negative by the following 
vote: — 

^^^es — Messrs. Ashe, Clarke, Giles, Grove, Kitchell, Macon, 

Madison, Moore, Schoonmakcr, Sency, Jerc. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, Williamson. — 17. 

A^oes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


569 


Chap. V. 


National Defence — Individual Claims. 


179 - 2 . 


2d Congress 
Jst Session 


Ge icral 
Greene. 


Passed by 
House. 


B. Bourne, Brown, Findley, Filzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Grep;g, Griffin, Hartley, Heistcr, Ilillhouse, Hu- 
ger, Jacobs, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Livermore, 

Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Page, Parker, Sedgwick, 

Sheridan, I. Smith, William Smith, Sterrett, Silvester, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Vining, Wadsworth, Ward, White, Willis. — 45. 

The bill was then committed for the following Monday. In 
the mean time, a petition had been presented from Henry Hill, 
on behalf of himself and others, praying that in any indemnity 
which may be granted to the estate of the late Major General 
Greene, in consideration of his securityship, for the late firm 
of Hunter, Banks, and company, due regard may be had to the 
claims of the petitioners and other hona fide creditors of the said 
company. This petition was referred to Messrs. Findley, H. Journal 
Bourne, of Rhode Island, and Tucker. A report was made 
by Mr. Findley, on the 10th, which was then referred to the 
committee of the whole house, on the bill to indemnify the es- 
tate of the late Major General Nathaniel Greene. On the 10th, Id. p. 572, 
the bill itself was taken up in committee of the whole, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the House. 

The question, on the engrossment of the bill for the third reading, 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: — 

,.dj/cs — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Ikirnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Filzsimons, Gerry, Giles, (Gordon, (iiegg, 

Griffin, Hartley, Ilcister, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, 

Learned, l.<ce, Livermore, IMadison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, JVlur- 
ray. Page, Parker, Sedgwick, Sheridan, Wm. Smith, Sterrett^ 

Thatcher, V^enablc, Vining, Wadsworth, Willis. — 37. 

Abes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Goodhue, 

Grove, Ilillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, Niles, 
Schoonmaker, Seney, Jere. Smith, 1. Smith, Steele, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Trcdwcll, Ward, White, Williamson.— 23. 

On the 11th, the bill was taken up for the third reading, and 
the question on its j)assage was determined in the affirmative, by 
the following vote: — 

•>dyes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Giles, Gregg, Griffin, 

Hartley, Heister, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Li- 
vermore, Madison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, Par- 
ker, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Thatcher, Venable, Vining, Wads- 


worth, Willis. — 33. 

Abes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Goodhue, id. p. 574. 
Gordon, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, 

VoL. L— 72 
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Schoon maker, Seney, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Trcdwell, V/ard, White, Williamson. — 24. 

Gree^nc.^^* The bill was then sent to the Senate, where, on the 11th and s. Journal, 
12th, the bill was read the first and second time, and referred to 
Messrs. Izard, Cabot, Sirong, Johnston, and Ellsworth. Mr. 

Amended Izard, on the 10th, reported amendments, which were considered id. p. 429, 
by Senate, qj^ following day. It was then moved to amend the first pa- 
ragraph of the bill, conformably to the report of the committee, 
as follows: — 


Be it enacted^ hy the Senate and House of Repi'escnta- 
iives of the United States of America^ in Congress assem- 
bled — That the United States shall and will indemnify the estate 
of the late General Greene, for the sum of eiglit thousand six 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings, sterling money, 
(being the amount due on the first of May, l7St), on a certain 
bond executed to Messrs. Newcomer, and Collet, by the said Ge- 
neral Greene, as surety for John Banks and company,) and the 
interest thereon: excepting therefrom a certain conditional bond, 
given in June, ITSG, for about one thousand six hundred pounds 
sterling, (tlie same more or less,) being part of the aforesaid sum 
of eight thousand six hundred and eighly-eight jiouiuls, six shil- 
lings, which was to be paid only in case ihc said (iencral (irecne 
should recover from the said Banks, or Banks and company, 
a sum sufficient for his indemnity.” 


And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided 
in the affirmative, by the following vote; — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bradley, C'abot, Carroll, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, Johnston, Lang- 
don, Morris, Read, Sherman, Stanton. — 17. 

Nays — Messrs. Monroe, Wingate. — 2. 

It was then further agreed to amend the provisoj in con- 
formity to the report of the committee, as follows: — 

Provided — It shall appear, upon due investigation hy the of- 
ficers of the treasury, that the said General Greene, in his lifetime, 
or his executors, since his decease, have not been already indem- 
nified or compensated for the said sum of eight thousand six 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds, six shillings, except as afore- 
said.^^ 

Passed by On the 23d, the bill, as amended, was read the third time, and id. p. 431 . 

Senate. passed; and the amendments received, on the next day, the con- h. Journal, 
currence of the House of Representatives. p« •585. 
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2.1 Poneress. Connectctl with the settlement of General Greene’s accounts, H. Journal, 

2(1 Session ^ 

is the petition of James vVarrington, attorney in fact of Joseph P* 
WAnuixa- Blachforcl, surviving partner of Hervies and Blachford, late of 
To>. Charleston, pra 3 ’ing tliat the sum of seven thousand and fifty-two 
dollars, and ^];|thsof a dollar, with interest, due from the United 
States to the estate of John Banks, deceased, may be applied to 
the discharge of a claim of the petitioner’s constituents, against 
the estate of the late General Greene, on account of his security 
to them in hehalf of the said Banks, on a contract to supply the 
late southern army with provisions. On the 12 th of November, Ll. p. G18. 
1792, this petition was referred to Messrs. Giles, l..ivermore, 
and Findle 3 \ Mr. Giles made a report on the 1 st of February, id. p. 688 . 
17ttd, which was considered on the 20 th, when the following re- 
solution was adopted: — 

T\es(th'C(I — That the accounting ofliccrs of the treasury cause 
tlic sum of nine thousand sevcui hundixal and sixty-eight dollars 
and ninet}’ cents, chni'ged .lolin Banks on the 91 st day ol Be- 
cenib('r, 17S9, to he eretlitecl to the sani .lohn Banks, and that 
the sum so credited be charged to the account of such other per- 
son as, in their ojfmion, shall he jus, tly chargeable therewith.” 

Messrs. Giles, l^ivennoie, and Fitzslmons, were then directed 
to bring in a hill- A hill was introdueed h^' Mi. Giles on the 
21 st, whlrdi was read th(' first and second tiiiicn and committed, m p 711 . 
Jdie hill was consiiiei-ed in roinniitlc(' on the 27in, when an pi. p. 7 J 1 , 
amendment was leported, and agreed to, and llie hill was ordered 7 —. 
to he engrossed for the third reading; and, on the following day, 
the bill was read ihc tliiid time, a. 1 passed. In the Senate, the 
bill was read Hk. first and second lime, on the 2Slh of February, s. joumul, 
and the 1 st of March, and was committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, 

Butler, and Cabot. Mr. Ellsworth reported on the 2 d, that the la. p. 502. 
committee be discharged, and the rcpoit was agreed to. 

The petition was then referred to the secretary of the trea- 
Posiponcd, snry, and the further consideration of the bill was postponed till 
the next session of Congress. 


(’onprro^jq \ MEMORIAL was presented to the House of Representatives 1700. 

of March, 1790, from Anthony Walton White, late ii. Journal, 
Walton colonel of the first regiment of dragoons in the service of the p U2.l74. 
White. States during the late war, praying to be reimbursed for 

moneys advanced for the support of the said first regiment, 
which memorial was referred to the secretary of war, with in- 
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struction to examine, and report to the House. The report of 
the secretary was laid before the House on the 1st of July; and, H. Journal, 
Walton on the next day, was referred to Messrs. Baldwin, Steele, and 

White. Foster. Mr. Baldwin made a report on the 16th, which was id. p. 256. 

* • - 271 

considered on the 20th, when the petition was again referred to jj p 275 
the war department for a more particular report. 

aa BegBion. 21st of February, 1791, a second report was received 1791. 

from the secretary, which was ordered to lie on the table. It H. Journal, 
was not taken up for consideration during that session. But in 

session of the second Congress, on the 5th of April, 1702-93. 
1792, the report was considered, when so much of the report be- H. Journal, 
ing read as proposes That the sum of one hundred and fifty P- 
thousand dollars, paper currency, advanced by the memorialist 
for the support of his regiment of cavalry, during the late war, 
should be passed to the credit of the memorialist, at its specie 
value, on the final settlement of his public accounts, cither with 
the state of Virginia, or the United States,’’ it was ordered that 
this be referred to Messrs. Boudinot, Moore, and Sumpter, with 
instruction to report a bill; and, on the ISth of Ajiril, Mr. Bou- id p. 580. 
dinot presented a bill for settling the demands of Anthony Wal- 
ton White against the United States, which was then read the 
first time, and, on the next day, icccived the second reading, and id. p. 581. 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill 
was considered in committee on the 4th of May, and being re- id. p. 597. 
ported without amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. The bill was read the third time on the 5th, and id. p. 599. 
the question on its passage was determined in the affirmative by 
the following vote: — 

*8yes — Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Gordon, Gregg, 

Griffin, Huger, Kitchell, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Muhlen- 
berg, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Tucker, Vining, Ward, Willis. — 30. 

AW.9— Messrs. Ames, A.shc, S. Bourne, Gerry, Giles, Good- 
hue, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Macon, Niles, 
Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sleele, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Trcdwell, Venable, White, Williamson. — 23. 

The bilj wajs then sent to the Senate, where it was read the s. Journal, 
fjjsl tin\e, and then its fujtbcr consideration was postponed un- P-^39. 
til the next session of Congj'.ess. 

^ November, the Senate appointed Messrs. Ru- id. p. 457 . 

therford, Sherman, and Wingate, a committee to bring in a bill 
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authorizing the settlement of the demands of Anthony White 
Walton against the United States; and, on the 21st of February, 
1793, a bill was reported by Mr. Rutherford, wliich was read 
the first time on the 22d. On the following day, it was read the 
second time. The question to agree to the enacting clause of 
the bill was then decided in the negative, and the bill was or- 
dered to the third reading. On the 27th, the bill having been 
taken up for the third reading, it was ordered that the further 
consideration be postponed. Tjic bill was not again taken up 
during this session. 


A PETITION of Comfort Sands, and others, was presented to 
the House of Representatives on the 20lh of .lanuaiy, 1791, 
praying that the proceedings of the former Congress, upon a 
claim of the petllioncrs against the United Slates, might now be 
confirmed, and j)ayment of the claim granted to them, d'be pe- 
tition was referred to the secretary of the treasury. A letter and 
report from the secretary of the treasury, on this subject, were 
laid before the House on I he 27th of February, and referred to 
IMcssrs. Sedgwick, Williamson, and Henson, and, on the next 
day, Mr. Sedgwick made a report, which was ordered to lie on 
the tabic. 

At the next Congress, on the 21st of December, the considera- 
tion of this report was made tlie order for the following Friday; 
and, on the last mentioned day, the report was l eferred to Messrs. 
Henson, Uregg, and Vhmaldc. From this committee, Mr. Hen- 
son, on the 27th of April following, presented a hill to eonfirm an 
award of referees between the Cniled Stales and certain con- 
tractors, for furnishing supplies of provisions to tlie army during 
the late war, which was then read the first arul^ second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The hill was 
considered in committee of the whole on tlie 1st of May, and 
an amendment was reported, which was agreed to by the house, 
when the hill was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 
On the 2d, the hill was read the third time, and, on the question 
of its passage, the vote stood as follows: — 

^/27/es — Messrs. Ames, Harnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, H. 
Bourne, Fitzsimons, Goodhue, Gordon, Hillhousc, J^awrancc. 
Learned, Livermore, Page, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, 1- Smith, 
Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Vi- 
ning, Wadsworth, Ward. — 25. 


1793 . 
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Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Dayton, Giles, 
Gilman, Gregg, Grove, Ilcistcr, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Parker, Seney, 
Sheridan, Sleclc, Sumpter, Venable, White, Williamson. — 27. 

The bill was thus rejected. 


On the fllh of April, 1790, a petition was presented to the 1790 . 
House of Kcjiresentatives from Joseph Henderson, praying com- II. .Journal, 
pensation for services rendered to the United States, during the 
late war, as a paymaster in the navy. This petition was referred 
to the secretary of the treasury, with instruction to him to exa- 
mine the same, and report his opinion to the House. 


There appears to have been no report from the treasury dc- 1792-03. 
parturient on the subject of this petition until the 30th of April, li. Jovnml, 
1792, in the first session of the second Congress; and this report 
was not acted on during that session. 

On the 20th of November, at the second session of this Con- id. p. 622. 
gross, it was moved that there be allowed to Joseph Henderson, 

annu7}i, in compensation for his services as naval 

paymaster to the navy board, for the Eastern department, from 

the 5th day of August, 1778, to , 17S2. It was then 

ordered that this motion, and the report of the secretary of the 
treasury on this case, be committed to a committee of the whole 
house. The subject was taken up, in committee, on the 22d; id. p. 625. 
but no report being made, the committee of the whole were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the matter, and it was 
referred to Messrs. Ames, B. Bourne, and Clarke. Mr. Ames 
made a report on the 2d of January, 1793, which was commit- Id. p. 660, 
ted to a committee of the whole. On the 18th, the committee 
of the whole reported their disagreement to the report of the spe- 
cial committee; but the House refused to confirm this decision, 
and amended the resolution of the committee of the whole, to 
read as follows: — 

Besolved — That there be allowed to Joseph Henderson a 
yearly salary of one hundred dollars, for his services as paymas- 
ter to the navy board for the Eastern department, from the 10th 
day of August, 1778, to the lOih day of August, 1782, being 
four years; and that the officers of the treasury be authorized to 
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pass the same to his credit, and to settle his account accord- 
ingly.” 

In this form, the resolution was adopted, and Messrs. Ames, 
]h Bourne, and Clarke, were directed to bring in a bill. Atr. 
Ames reported a bill on the :25th, which was then read the first 
and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
lioiisc. On the 5th of February, this bill underwent the exami- 
nation of the committee, and, being rcjiortcd wilhout amend- 
ment, was engrossed for the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time, and passed, on the following day. In tlie Se nate, 
the bill received the tirst and second reading, on the (Uh and ’7th, 
and was referred to Messrs. Fllswoith, Ounn, Sherman, Strong, 
and Wingate. Mr. Jlllsvvorth reported on the lath, and the 
bill was read the third time, and passed on the following day. 


On the 1 Uh of April, l’7t)0, at tlu* second se^^ion of the lirst 
Congress, a petition was prescuited hum lleiiry Fmanuel Futter- 
loll, jiraying (o he allowed the pay and emohiiiHMits of a eolonei, 
in consideration of military services rendered to the I niled 
States during the war. "J'his petition was referred to the seeri'- 
tary of war. A report from the si'cretaiy wa^ received on tlie 
20th of IMay. which was referred to a committee, and their re- 
port was taken U[) on the 2d of Aiigu.sl, and dis.'igreed to, and 
the petitioner Iiad leave granted him to withdraw his petition. 

At the third session of this C ongress, on the 15th of Decern her, 
a petition was presented to the House from the same individu.'il, 
praying that liis memorial might he reconsidei ed ; and the peti- 
tion was rejected. 


Another petition from this petitioner was presented to the 
House, on the 7th of Dccemher, 1’71H, at the first session of the 
second Congress; and the petition was referred to Messrs. Grove, 
Schoonmaker, and Bourne, of Bhode Island. Mr. (iro\e made 
a report from tins committee, on the 8th of May, but there was 
no action on the report during this session. 

But, at the second session of this Congress, on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary, 1793, the report was taken up for consideration, and the 
House adopted the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That the accounting officers of the treasury cause 


1703 . 

II. .Tounul, 
]). 676. 

Id. p. 690. 


S. .lounwil, 
]).-18(), ^181. 


!l..h)uvn:d, 
p. 19 ;. 00 (). 


Id. p. 0.86, 
067. 

Id. p 


JTOl. 

H .loui'n.d,, 
p 1(/9,'179. 

Id p. 6(M. 
J79:{._ 

II, .loiirijul, 

p. 677. 



576 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Chap. V. 

2<1 CongresB. 
2d Hcssion. 


Bill. 


Rejected. 

2(1 C’ongtess. 
I si S(>hSlOH 

'I’lKlM \S 
WjSIlAllT. 

2tl ScBSfon 


National Defence— Individual Claims. 1793. 

the account of Colonel Henry Emanuel Luttcrloh, for his travel- 
ling and passage expense.*^, incurred in coming to America, and 
joining the army of the United States, in 1777, being seven hun- 
dred and forty-six dollars, to be settled, and the amount thereof 
to be paid out of the treasury of the United States.” 

It was then ordered that the same committee prepare and 
bring in a bill; and on the 31st, Mr. Grove, from this committee, n.Jom-naJ, 
introduced a bill, which was then read the first and second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill 
was considered in committee, on the r)lh of February, and no id. p. 691, 
amendment being reported, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading. The bill was passed on the (Uh, and sent to the id p- 692. 
Senate, where, on the 0th and 7th, it was read the first and se- s. Journal, 
cond time, and committed to Messrs. Ellsworth, Gunn, Sherman, 

Strong, and Wingate. Mr. Ellsworth made a report from this 
committee on the 15th, and the bill was then rejected. id. p. 487. 


On the 29th of November, 1791, a petition was presented to 1791. 
the House of Representatives, from Thomas Wishart, praying ii. journal, 
tlie settlement of his account for services as a captain in the late P* 
army of the United States. The petition was referred to the 
secretary of war. 

A petition was presented from the same individual at the next 1793. 
session of this ( ongress, to which the same reference was given, n Journal, 
On the 22d of January, 1793, a report was received from the 
secretary of war; and this report was, on the following day, re- oTs!^' ^ 
ferred to Messrs. Parker, Gordon, and Ashe. Mr. Parker made 
a report on the 25th, which was taken up by the House for con- id. p. 680. 
sideration on the 29th, when the House came to the following re- 
solution: — 

“ Resolved — That Thomas Wishart is entitled to the pay of a id. p. 683 
lieutenant in the army of the United Stales, from the 151h of 
November, 1770, until the fifteenth of October, 1781, and that 
the comptroller of tlie treasury be autliorizcd to settle and ad- 
just the account of the said Thomas Wishart, accordingly. 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Parker, Gordon, and Ashe, 
bring in a bill. Mr. Parker, on the 31st, presented a bill to au- id. p. 687. 
thorizc tlie comptroller to settle the account of Thomas Wish- 
art, late a lieutenant in the army of the United States. The id, p. 689 
bill was, on the 5th of February, considered in committee, re- 
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^gingrcss. ported without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for the s. journal, 
third reading. And, on the 0th, the bill was passed, and sent to p-480,481. 
the Senate, where, on the same day, and the next, the bill was id. p. 489. 

Bill passed, read the first and second time, and committed to Messrs. Ells- H.Joumal, 
worth, Gunn, Sherman, Strong, and Wingate; and, on the lUth, P* 
the bill w^as passed, with an amendment. The amendment was 
agreed to by tlie IJousc of Jlepresentative.s. 


2fl Conprf'Sfl. Gn the ’/Ih of Decemlicr, 1701, a petition of Elijah Bostwick 1701 — 03. 

Jst fV-H^IOIl. ^ ’ 1 J ^ 

presented to the House of Representatives, praying to be reim- li. journal, 

Bostwick. bursod the amount of certain costs of suit, which he had been com- 1 ‘ 
polled to [)ay, for supplies purchased to the army of the United 
States, during the late war. This petition was referred to Messrs. 

Silvester, Key, and Grove. No report was made during the session. 

A like {)etition was presented from the same individual, at the 
next session, on the 4th of December, 17112, which was referred id. p. 632. 
to the same committee. Mr. Silvester made a report on the 
Hth of January, 17113, which was taken up for consideration on Id. p. 693. 
the ()th of February, w hen the following resolution was adopted : — 

Rcsolva / — That there be allowed and paid to the said Elijah 
Bostwick, the sum of fifty-eight jiounds, three shillings, and four 
pence, current money of New York, being the amount of costs 
which he incurred in defending a suit commenced against him 
as agent lo the deputy commissary general of the northern de- 
partment, on public account.” 

Messrs. Silvester, Key, and Grove, wmre then directed to bring 
in a bill. On the Hth, Mr. Silvester introduced a bill, for the re- Id. p. 695. 
lief of Elijah Bostwick, which w\as then read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill w'as considered in committee on the 12th, when an id. p. 700, 
amendment was reported, and the bill w’as ordered to the third 
reading. And, on the next day, the bill, as amended, was read 
the third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill was read the 
first and second time on the 14th and 15th, and was committed s. journal, 
to Messrs. Ellsw'orth, Gunn, Sherman, Strong, and Wingate. P 
Mr. Ellsw'orth reported on the 25th, and on the 28th the report id. p. 494. 
was considered. A motion that the report of the committee of id. p. 498, 
the House of Representatives be read, and also another motion 
to agree to that report and report the bill, were successively de- 
cided in the negative, and the bill was then ordered to the third id. p. 500. 

Billpasbed, reading. On the following day, the bill was passed. 

VoL. 1.^73 
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the whole house; and, on the 29th, it was considered, and the 
House passed the following resolution: — 

‘‘ Resolved — That the comptroller of the treasury be empow- 
ered and directed to adjust and settle the accounts of Hewis Ga- 
ranger, as a captain of artillery, from the 29th of September, 
1780, until the establishment of the peace.” 

Messrs. Madison, William.son, and Wm. Smith, were direct- 
ed to prepare and bring in a bill. A hill was introduced on the 
6th of December, which was read the first and second time, and 
committed. On the 1st of January, 1793, the bill was consi- 
dered in committee, and reported with an amendment, which 
was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read the third time. 
On the following day the bill was passed, and sent to the Se- 
nate, where it was read the first and second time on the 2d and 
3d, when the petition and papers were referred to the secretary 
of war. On the 21st, a report was received from the war de- 
partment, and, with the bill, was referred to Messrs. Sherman, 
Hawkins, and Brown. I'his committee, on the 4th of P'ebruary, 
reported a stale of facts, and the bill was amended, and ordered 
to the third reading. On the 9th, the bill was rejected. 

Further petitions from this petitioner were presented to the 
Senate on the 11th of February, and to the House of Uepresent- 
atives on the 12th. The latter was referred to the secretary of the 
treasury, whose report was received on the 2d of March, and 
was not acted on. 


The bills, in the following cases, originated in the Senate. 

A petition was presented to the House of Representatives, on 
the 15th of May, 1789, from Baron de Glaubeeck, praying the 
consideration of Congress, for certain losses and military ser- 
vices during the late war. On the 23d of July, 1790, a second 
petition from this individual was presented, praying the atten- 
tion of Congress to his former petition. These petitions were, 
on the 28th, referred to Messrs. Page, Sumpter, and Heister; 
and, on the 31st, Mr. Page made a report, which was considered 
on the 21st of September, when the following resolution was 
passed: — 

“ Resolved — That the Baron de Glaubeeck be allowed the pay 
of a captain, while he commanded the legionary corps in the 
state of North Carolina; to wit: from the 9th day of March, 1781, 
to the 24 Ih day of August, 1782, having undertaken the command 
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thereof at the request and by order of the commander-in-chief 
of the southern army.’’ 

This resolution was sent to the Senate, where it was con- S. Joum*Al, 
curred in on the 2 1th, and referred to Messrs. Izard, Gray- 
son, and Carroll, with instruction to bring in a bill. A bill was 
reported on the same day, and read the first time, and was read id p. 91. 
the second and third time on the 291h, and was passed. On the 
same day, the bill jiasscd through all its stages in the House of 
Representatives, as it was the last day of the session. 


0\ the 18lli of February, 179.3, ]\lr. Monroe submitted the 
following resolution to the Senate for consideration: — 

Jlcsoivcd — That the secretary of tlie treasury be instructed s. Journal, 
to revise the account of the pension granted by ( congress for the 
education and board of Hugh Mercer, son of the late General 
Mercer, from its date to the present period, and correct any 
error which may have taken place therein, paying all arrearages, 
if any, now due: and that he likewise pay, hereafter, without ac- 
count, annually, and until his education shall bo completed, for 
tliat purpose, to the guardian of the said Hugh, the sum of four 
hundred dollars.” 

This motion was, on the 19th, referred to Mes.srs. Monroe, id. p. 494. 
Ellsworth, and Rutler. From this committee, Mr. Monroe, on 
the 25th, rejiorted a bill, which was tlien read the first time, and id. p. 496. 
on tJie 27th was read the second and third time, and passed, 
with the title An act providing an annual allowance lor the 
education of Hugh Mercer.” The bill having received the first 
reading in the House of Representatives on the same day, met h. journul, 
with opposition, and the question, Shall the said bill be reject- P- 
ed?” was then put and decided in the negative. The bill was 
then read the second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house; and, on the 1st of March, the bill was considered id. p. 72r>. 
in committee, and was reported without amendment. The bill 
was then read the third time, and passed. 

At the first session of the second Congress, on tlie 27th of 1792-9.3. 
March, 1792, Mr. Cabot presented to the Senate a resolution s. .Toumal. 
of the legislature of Massachusetts, on the petition of Charles 
Knowles and others, late regimental paymasters and agents of 
that state’s quota of the continental army, which was referred to 
the secretary of war. On the 27th of February, 179.3, the se- id. p. 497. 
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cretary of war made a report to the Senate on the subject, which 
was referred to Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, and Monroe; and, on 
the 1st of March, Mr. Cabot, from this committee, reported a 
bill which then went through all the various readings, and was 
passed, with the title ‘‘An act providing for the compensation 
of Ebenezer Storcr.’’ In the House of Representatives, the bill 
was read the first and second time on the same day, and was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi- 
dered the next day in committee of the whole, and was report- 
ed without amendment. It was then ordered that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed till the next session of 
Congress. 

The following message was communicated by the President 
of the United States, to the two houses of Congress, on the 12th 
of December, 1791. 

“ United Slafcsy Decenther 12, 1791. 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Represent- 
atives : — 

“ It is with great concern, that I communicate to you the in- 
formation received from Major General St. Clair, of the misfor- 
tune which has befallen the troops under his command. 

“ Although tlie national loss is considerable, according to the 
state of the event, yet it may be repaired without great dilliculty, 
excepting as to the brave men who have fallen on the occasion, 
and who are a subject of public as well as private regret. 

‘‘A further communication will shortly be made of all such 
matters as shall be necessary to enable the legislature to judge 
of the future measures which it may be proper to pursue. 

‘‘George Washington.” 

On the 27th of March, 1792, it was moved that the House do 
come to the following resolution: — 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to institute an inquiry into the causes of the defeat of the 
army under the command of Major General St. Clair; and, also, 
into the causes of the detentions or delays which are suggested 
to have attended the money, clothing, provisions, and military 
stores, for the use of the said army, and into such other causes 
as may in any manner have been productive of the said defeat.” 

A division of the question being demanded, the question was 
taken on agreeing to the first clause of the resolution, ending 
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with the words St. Clair,” and was decided in the negative, as 
follows: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ashe, Boudinot, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Good- 
hue, Heister, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, Page, Parker, Schoonniaker, 

Seney, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Trcdvv’^ell, Venable, Ward, 

Willis.— 21. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Brown, Filzsimons, Gilman, (Jordon, Gregg, (Jrithn, 

Grove, Hartley, Ilillhouse, Ilugei, Key, Learned, Livermore, 

Madison, JMercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Sedg- 
wick, ,Iere. Smith, I. Smith, William Smith, Steele, Sterrelt, 

Sturges, Vining, White, Williamson. — 35. 

The motion was therefore rejected. It was then moved tliat 
the House do come to the following resolution: — 

Ihisolvcd — That a committee be appointed to inquire into u..ioumaI, 
the causes of the failure of the late expedition under Major CJe- 
neral St. Clair; and that the said committee be empowered to 
call for such persons, papers, and records, as may be necessary to 
assist their inquiries.” 

And the question on this motion being put, it was decided in 
the afllrmativc by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Clarke, Findley, Filzsimons, Gile.s, (Jilnian, Gordon, Gregg, 

Grillin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 

Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Murray, Niles, Parker, Sedgwick, Seney, Jerc. Smitli, Stijele, 

Sterrett, Sturges, Silvester, Trcdvvell, Tucker, Vining, Ward, 

White, Williamson, Willis. — ^14. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Goodhue, Ilillhouse, 

Page, Schoonmaker, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sumpter. — 10. 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, Steele, 

Mercer, Vining, Clarke, and Sedgwick, be appointed the said 
committee. 

On the 4th of April, the House, on motion, adopted the fol- id. p. 561. 
lowing resolution: — 

Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the proper officers to lay before this House such 
papers of a public nature, in the executive department, as may- 
be necessary to the investigation of the causes of the failure of 
the late expedition under Major General St. Clair.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, and Steele, 
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be appointed a committee to wait on the President of the United 
States, with the foregoing resolution. 

On the 10th of April, Mr. Gerry was appointed on the com- H..Tonma1, 
mittee of inquiry in the room of Mr. Sedgwick; and, on the 12th, 

Mr. Findley was appointed in the room of Mr. Gerry. Mr. 
Fitzsimons made a report on the subject, on the 8th of May, id. p. 60.?. 
when the House adopted a resolution to proceed, early in the 
next session, to take the said report into consideration, and or- 
dered one hundred copies of the repor t to be printed for the use 
of the members of the House. 

Soon after the reassembling of Congress, on the 7th of Novem- id. p. 514 . 
her, 1792, the report of the committee was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole house; and, on the 13th, on motion, the House 
came to the following resolutions : — - 

“ Besolved — That the committee of the whole house, to whom 
is referred the report of the committee appointed to inquire into 
the causes of the failure of the expedition under Major General 
St. Clair, be empowered to send for persons, papers, and records, 
for their information. 

“ Jicsolvcd — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
cause to he laid before this House a statement of the several dis- 
bursements of money made by the department of war, in the 
years 1790 and 1791.'’ 

On the 1 4th, the speaker laid before the House a letter from u p goQ. 
the secretary of war, together with a memorial of Samuel Hodg- 
don, late quarter master general to the army, respectively pray- 
ing that they may be heard, and permitted to give information 
and explanations as to the causes of the failure of the expedition ; 
and then the order for the House to go into committee on the 
subject being called for, it was moved that the committee of the 
whole be discharged fromtl^e consideration thereof; and tliat the 
report, with all the documents, including those now presented, 
be recommitted to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Giles, Steele, Clarke, and 
Findley. This motion was agreed to, and the whole subject was 
recommitted. 

Mr. Giles, from this committee, made a revisionary report on 
the 1,5th of February, 1703; and this report was committed to a i 7 () 3 . 
committee of the whole house, for the following Wednesday. But n journal 
the report was not again taken up for consideration during the P- ^04. 
session. 

On the 2d of March, the House, on motion, adopted the fol- id. p. 7o3. 
lowing resolution ; — 
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Resolved — That the sum of one dollar per day be allowed to 
the witnesses who attended the committee appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the failure of (he expedition under General 
St. Clair, for the time they attended, by order of the committee; 
and the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars to the clerk em- 
ployed by them, for his services, to he paid by the clerk of this 
House, and charged to the account of contingent expenses.” 

The following order was also adopted by the House. 

“ Ordered — That the clerk of this House be directed to suffer h. journal, 
such persons as have givxm in statements of tlicir public conduct P- 
to the committee appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the expedition under General St. Clair, to take copies 
of all, or any such statements.” 


On the 25th of January, 1792, the House of Representatives 1792. 
adopted the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- h. journal, 
quested to cause to be laid before this House copies of the offi- P- 
cial communications which have taken place between the go- 
vernor of the state of Pennsylvania, and the secretary of war, 
with respect to the raising of troops within and under the direc- 
tion of the said state.” 

Messrs. Dayton, Smith, of Soutli Carolina, and Brown, were 
appointed a committee to wait on the President with the reso- 
lution. 

The reference to this resolution docs not appear on the Jour- 
nal. 


VoL. I.~7 1 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Encouragement of Navlg-alion — I.lght-IIousc Hill — Light-llonse in Charleston 
Harbour, and at Sandy Hook, ceded — Bills to erect and finish Light-Houses 
at Portland Ileail, Montuk Point, and Bakl Head — Uegistcringand clearing Ves- 
sels — Enrolling, licensing, and recording Ships — Uesponsibllitv of r'reigliters — 
Obstmctlons by Ice — Protection of Eisheries---Seamcn in Merchants’ Service 
— Exporiation of floods not duly inspected — New Hampshire Petitions — Trade 
witli other Powers in North Anunica — Mediten-ancan Trade — I'rade with 
Great Britain and foreign Nations, generally — Treaty with Emperor of Mo- 
rocco — Itix Dollar of Denmark — Importations from Rhode Island — Tonnage 
Acts of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island — Bankru{>tey — Redicf of Pe r- 
sons imprisfjncd for Debt — Weights and Measures. 

On the 7tli of August, 1781), a motion was made in the House ii. Journal, 
of Representatives, and agrctnl to, that the House come to the P 
following order : — 

“ Ordered — That a committee be apjjointt d to bring in a bill, 
or bills, for the further encouragement of the comuterce and 
navigation of the United States.” 

A committee was accordingly ap[)ointed, consisihtg of Messrs. 

Gerry, Trumbull, and Gurko. J\o rt'port emanated from this 
committee. 

On the 2d of June, an instruction was, on motion, given to the id. p. 44. 
committee for introducing a hill to regulate the collection of 
imposts and tonnage, that tliey prepare and bring in a hill di- 
recting the mode of registering and clearing vessels, ascertaining 
their tonnage, and for regulating the coasting trade, pilots, and 
light-houses. And, on the Ist of July, Mr. Gerry, from this com- id. p. 57. 
mittee, presented a hill for the estahlishment and support of 
light-houses, beacons, and buoys, and for authorizing the several 
states to provide and reguLitc pilots, whk li was read the first 
time, and, on the next day, received the second reading, and was 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The hill was id. p. 62. 
considered in committee on the 17tli, and several amendments 
were reported, which were agreed to by the House, and the 
bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 20th, (he blanks id. p. 63. 
having been filled up, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 
21st, and on the 23d received the second reading, and was com- 
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milted to Messrs. Morris, Langdon, and Dalton. On the next 
day, the committee reported amendments to the bill, which were 
under consideration on the 28th, 29th, 30th, and 3lst, when the 
bill was concurred in with the following amendments : — 

“ In the title of the bill, after ‘ beacons,’ strike out *and,’ and, s. Journal, 
after * buoys,’ insert ‘ and public piers.’ 

“ Lifie 1. Strike out the whole of the section, except the word 
‘that,’ and insert ‘all expenses wdiich shall accrue from and af- 
ter the 15th day of August, 1789, in the necessary support, 
maintenance, and repairs, of all light-houses, beacons, buoys, 
and public piers, erected, placed, or sunk, before the passing of 
this act, at the entrance of, or within, any bay, inlet, harbour, 
or port of the United States, for rendering the navigation there- 
of easy and safe, shall be defrayed out of the treasury of the 
United States : P rovi (iai, 7icvrrthcli’ss\ ihnt none of the said ex- 
penses shall continue to be so defrayed by the United States, af- 
ter the expiration of one year from the day aforesaid, unless 
sucli light-liouscs, beacons, buoys, and public shall, in the 

mean time, be ceded to. and vc^tod in, the Uriitod Slates, by the 
state or states respectively, in wliich the same may be. together 
with the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, and together 
with the jurisdiction of the same.’ 

“ Line 1 1. Strike out the vvhole section. 

“ Li7tc 15. After the word ^states,’ insert ‘ in manner aforesaid.’ 

Line 18. After the word ‘ contracts.’ strike out the whole of 
the remaining part of the section, and insert ‘ which shall he ap- 
proved by the IVcsiderrt of the United States, for building a light- 
house near the entrance of Chcsaj)eakc Bay, and for rebuilding, 
when necessary, and keepirrg in good repair*, the light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers, in the .several states, and for 
furnishing the same with all necessai-y supplies; and also, to 
agree for the salaries, W'ages, or hire, of the per>on or persons 
appointed by the President for the superintendence and care of 
the same.’ 

And be il further enacted — That all pilots in the bays, inlets, 
rivers, harbours, and ports, of the United States, shall continue 
to be regulated in conformity with the existing laws of the states, 
respectively, wherein such pilots may be, or with such laws as 
the states may, respectively, hereafter enact for the purpose, un- 
til further legislative provision shall be made by Congress.” 

On the 3d, the House of Representatives agreed to the amend- h. Journal, 
ments, and the bill was passed with the title of “ An act for the P* 
establishment and support of light-houses, beacons, and buoys.” 
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On the 26th of February, 1790, the members from South Ca- h. Journal, 
roliria presented to the House a copy of an act of that state, en- P- 1^4. 
titled “ An act for ceding to, and vesting in, the United States, 
the light-house on Middle Bay Island, within the bar of Charles- 
ton harbour.” And on the 27th of April this act was referred to id. p. 203. 
the .secretary of the treasury, with instruction to examine the ^ 

same, and report his opinion thereupon to the House. 

The President of the United States, in a message to the two Id. p. 189. 
houses, on the 5th of April, transmitted an act of the legislature 
of New York, entitled “ An act for vesting in the United States 
of America the light-house, and lands thereunto belonging, at 
Sandy Hook.” This exemplification of the act of New York 
was then committed to Messrs. Page, Benson, and Sency. This id. p. 203. 
committee was discharged from the consideration of the act, on 
the 26th of April, and it was referred to the secretary of the 
treasury, with instruction to take order pursuant thereto. 

On the 14th of July, the House appointed a committee, to con- id. p. 269, 
sist of Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Sinnickson, and Foster, 
to prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act “ for the esta- 
blishment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers;” and on the same day, the bill was introduced, read the 
first and second time, and ordered to the third reading. On the 
next day, it was read the third time and passed. The bill went 
through its several stages in the Senate, on the 16th, 17lh, and s. Journal, 
19th, and was passed. p. 181,182. 

The House of Representatives, on the 5th of August, came to h. journal, 
the following resolution : — P* 

“ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury, under the di- 
rection of the President of the United States, do take measures 
for finishing the light-house at Portland Head, in the district of 
Maine: — Provided, the expense in finishing the same do not ex- 
ceed fifteen hundred dollars.” 

Messrs. Thatcher, Partridge, and Trumbull, were then direct- p, 290 , 
cd to bring in a bill. The bill was introduced on the same dav, 
was read the first and second time, considered in committee, and 
ordered to be engrossed; and on the next day, it was read the 
third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill passed through s. Journal, 
the various stagc.s on the two next .succeeding days. p. 200. 203 

The Senate bill [No. 23] “ to continue in force the act therein 
mentioned, and to make further provision for the payment of 
pensions to invalids, and for the support of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers,” has not been noticed in the preceding 
chapter. 
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On the 1st of March, 1792, the Senate appointed Messrs. Burr, s. Journal, 
Gunn, and Morris, to be a committee to consider the expediency P-401,404, 
of building a light-house on Montuk Point, on Nassau Island, in 
the state of New York; and, if they deemed it expedient, to re- 
port a bill. Mr. Burr, on the 6th, reported a bill which was then id. p. 410. 
read the first time; and on the 15th, several amendments were 
made, and the bill was then recommitted, with an instruction to 
report such further amendments as, on inquiry, may be found re- 
quisite. Mr. Burr, on the following day, reported amendments, 
which were agreed to, and, on the 19th, the hill was passed, and S. .Tournal, 
sent to the House of Representatives, where it was read the first 
and second time on the 20th, and committed to a committee of ii. Journal, 
the whole house; and on the 7tli of April, it was considered in 
committee, and no amendment being made, was read the third id. p. 567. 
time, and passed. 

On the 2d of March, the House of Representatives appointed id. p. 525. 
a committee, consisting of Messrs. Grove, Key, and Jiarnwcll, 
to bring in a bill for finishing the light-house on Ikld Head, 
at the mouth of Cape Fear river, in Norlh Carolina; and, on the 
5th, Mr. Grove presented a hill, which was read llie first and se- id. p. 545. 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill was considered in committee on the 23d of March, 
when it was reported without amendment, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. On the next day, the blank being filled up, it was read 
the third time and passed. In the Senate, on the 2Gth and 27th, s. Journal, 
the bill was read the first and second time, and was referred to P-416, 417. 
Messrs. Johnston, Langdon, and Sherman. The committee re- 
ported on the 28th, when the hill was read the third time, and 
concurred in. 

In the Senate, on the 5th of April, Mr. Izard, from a commit- id. p. 419, 
tee appointed on the 2d, reported a hill siqiplemenlary to the 
act for the establishment and support of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, which w'as then read the first time, and, ij p. 421, 
on the next day, having been read the second time and amended, 
was read the third lime and passed. The House, on the 7th, h. Journal, 
proceeded to act on this hill, when it went through all ils stages, P- 
and was returned to the Senate with an amendment, and, on the S. Journal, 
9th, the Senate agreed to the amendment. 

The following order was passed by the House of Representa- 1793. 
lives on the 26lh of February, 1793: — H Journal, 

‘‘ Ordered — That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
to provide for the expense of supporting light-houses not ceded 
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2 d Congress, lo the United States, and that Mr. Fitzsimons, Mr. Griffin, and 

Sd Session. 

Mr. Tredw^ell, be the said committee; and, on the following day, 

sup- P'itzsimons reported a bill supplementary to the act for the 
ry to llfrht- establishment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
house act. public piers, which was then read the first and second time, and 
[H.B.241.] committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
then considered in committee, and several amendments were re- 
ported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. On the 28th, the bill was read the third H.Journal, 
Billpassed. time and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the first read- P* 
ing on the same day, and, on the 1st of March, was read the se- 
cond and third time, and passed. 


iHt Congress The samc committee to whom w'as deputed the first light- 1789. 

house bill, was also instructed to bring in a hill directing the mode 

Register- of registering and clearing vessels, ascertaining their tonnage, 

A^eahing pursuance of this instruction. Mr. Gerry, on the 24lh n. journal. 

Vessels, of July, 1789, introduced, from this committee, a bill for regis- P* 

Bill for rc- tcring and clearing vessels, ascertaining their tonnage, and for 

ancr^^drir coasting trade, which was then read the first time; 

ing" vessels, the bill was read the second time on the 2Slh, and committed to id.p.67,68 

regulating committee of the whole house, and the House then went into 
coasting \ 

trade, and committee on the bill. The subject occupied the committee on p. 69. 
f^urpoTcr^ the 29lh and 80lh, when several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to on the following day, and the bill was or- 
[H. B, 16.] dcred to the third reading. On the 3d of August, this bill was id.p.70,71. 
recommitted to the committee of the whole; and on the next 
day the bill, having again passed through committee, by whom 
several amendments were reported, was ordered to the third 
Billpassed reading. On the 5th, the bill was read the third lime, and passed, id. p. 72. 
with the following title: “ An act for registering and clearing 
vessels, regulating the coasting trade, and for other purposes. 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the 6th, and, § journal 
on the 10th, was read the second time, and committed to Messrs. P- 55.58. 
Morris, Dalton, Langdon, Butler, and King. Mr. Morris re- 
ported sundry amendments on the 17th, which were considered id. p. 59. 
on the 20lh, 21st, 22d, and 25th, when the bill was concurred Id. p. 62. 
in with sixty-nine amendments. The consideration of these 
amendments occupied the House on the 26th and 27th, when H.Joumal, 
the whole of them were agreed to, with two verbal amendments P*^^* 
to the 3d and 57th amendments of the Senate; and these amend- 
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1st Congress, ments being returned to the Senate, the amendments of the 

jst Session- i i , 

■ House were, on the 30th, considered and concurred m. 

Bill to ex- Leave was given by the House of Representatives, on the 22d 
amend September, to bring in a bill to explain and amend the act, 

g-istering entitled “ An act for registering and clearing vessels, rogulaiing 
coasting trade, and for other purposes;’’ and JMessrs. Jiland, 
Goodhue, and Henson, were apjioinled of said committee. The 
[ 11 . B. 33.] bill was introduced by Mr. Bland on the next day, when it was 
read the first and second time, and ordered to the third reading. 
And on the next day, the bill was read the third time, and, a 
Bill passed, blank having been Ailed up, was passed, and sent to the Senate, 
where it was read the first time on the 2 Uh; and, on the 2hth, 
was committed to Messrs. Read, Morris, and Dalton. Fjom 
this committee, on the 28lh, the following umeiuliiient was re- 
ported: — 

Jlnd he it further enacted — Tiiat so much of an act, en- 
titled ‘An act to regulate the collection of the duties imposed 
by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares, 
and mcrchaiuliscs, imjiortcd into the United States;’ as hath 
rated the rouble of Ru.ssia at one hundred cents, he, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, and made null and void." 

This amendment was adojiled, and the hill was then passed. 
The amendment of the Senate was, on the same day, concurred 
in by the House. 

2(1 scBsmn A Icttci* fi oiu ihc sccTctary of the treasury was laid before the 
House of Representatives, on the 23d of April, 1 7tt0, “rcsjiccting 
difficulties which liavo occurred in the execution of the several 
laws for collecting duties on goods, wares, and iTUTchaiuliscs, and 
on tonnage, and for regulating the coasting trade;” and this letter 
BiIlfoiTc- referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Lawrance, lUjudiiiot, Fitz.si- 
gistering- rnons, and Lee. On the 22d of July, Air. (ioodhuc presented 
lips, &c. ^ registering ships or vessels, for regulating tho.se em- 

[H. B. 89.] ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for other pur- 
poses, which was then read the first and second time, and commit- 
led to a committee of the whole house. On the 27Lh of July, it 
was moved that the further consideration of this bill lie post- 
Postponed. poned until the next session of Congress, and this motion was 
decided in the affirmative. 


2d Congress. 
l8t Session. 


On the 28th of October, 1791, the House of Representatives 
appointed Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, and Learned, a com- 
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mittee to bring in a bill for registering ships or vessels, and for 
regulating those employed in the coasting trade and fisheries; and, 
on the 30th of November, a hill was reported by Mr. Goodhue 

concerning the registering or recording of ships or vessels/^ 
which was read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. There appears to have been no 
further action on this bill. 

And on the 3d of March, 1792, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill 
for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels, to he employed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, which was read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committed of the whole house. 
This bill was taken up for consideration in committee on the 26th 
of April, and some progress was made, when the committee rose. 
The bill was not afterwards resumed. 

On the 7th of November, 1792, the House of Representatives 
appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsi- 
mons, and Parker, to prepare and bring in a hill for registering 
ships or vessels, and for regulating those employed in the coast- 
ing trade and fisheries. Mr. Goodhue, on the 15th, ])rcsentcd 
a bill concerning the registering and recording of ships or ves- 
sels, which was then read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The hill was con- 
sidered in committee on the 22d, and no amendment having 
been reported, was ordered to the third reading. And, on the 
26th, the bill was read the third time, and passed, and was sent 
lo the Senate, where it received the first reading on the same 
day. On the 3d, the bill was referred to Messrs. Butler, Cabot, 
Morris, Monroe, and King. A report was made from this com- 
mittee on the 11th, wh(jn the consideration of the amendments 
of the committee w'as taken up. It was then moved to expunge 
the following in the first section of the bill: — 

Provided — That they shall not continue to enjoy the same 
longer than they shall continue lo be wholly owned, and to be 
commanded by a citizen or citizens of the United States.’^ 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Brown, Butler, Edwards, Few, Izard. — 5. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett^ Bradley, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, King, Langdon, 
Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, 
Wingate. — 19. 
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2 d Congress. Several amendments reported by the committee were then 

2d Session. * 

agreed to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading ; and on 

the 12th of December, the hill, as amended, was read the third il. Journal, 

Billpassed. time and passed. The House considered the amendments of the 

Senate on the 14th, and resolved to agree to the amendments to s. Journal, 
the fifth section, and to disagree to the amendment to the seven- 
teenth section; and, on the 17th, the Senate receded from that 
amendment. 

On the 27th of November, Mr. Goodhue reported also a bill ii. Journal, 
for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to he employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole house. The hill was taken up for consideration, 
in committee, on the 0th of December, when several amend- id. p. 635. 
ments were reported, which were agreed to by the House on the 
13th, and the hill was then ordered to lie on the table. The 
consideration of these amendments was resumed on the 18th, id. p. 650. 
when the hill and amendments were recommitted to Messrs. 

Goodhue, Fitzsimons, and Parker. From this committee, on the 
20th, several amendments were reported, which were agreed to, Id. p. 651. 
and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The bill was read 
the third time on the 21th, and the blanks having been filled up, id. p.652. 
it was passed and sent to the Senate, where the hill was read 
the first time on the 2()th, and, on the 31st, was referred to S. Journul, 
Messrs. Cabot, Moriis, Bradley, Langdon, and Monroe. Mr. Ca- 
hot, from this committee, on the 29th of January, 1793, reported Id. p. 476. 
the bill with amendments; and the amendments w^ere ordered to 
be printed. The report of the committee was adopted by the 
Senate on the following day, and, on the 31st, the hill was fur- id. p. 481. 
ther amended, and ordered to the third reading. Further amend- 
ments were made on the 7th of February, when the hill was 
passed, as amended. On the 9th, the House of Bepresentatives ii. journal, 
referred the amendments of the Senate to Messrs, (roodhue, Fitz- P' 
simons, and Parker. The committee made their report on the 
same day, and the House then concurred in the amendments. 


^Congress. On the 24th of December, 1790, the House of Represcntalives 1790. 
— ^ ordered the appointment of a committee to prepare and bring in n. journal, 
a bill, or bills, to ascertain how far owners of ships and vessels P*242. 
'’ponsibili- shall be liable to the freighters of goods shipped on board thereof; 
freighters. Messrs. Fitzsimons, Foster, and Silvester, were appointed of 
VoL. I.— 75 
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jat(\)ngro«s. this committcc : and. on the 27th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this H. Journal, 

:<(1 Beasion. _ ^ ^ ^ 

committee, presented a bill to ascertain how far the owners of P’ 
[11.B.107.] ships and vessels shall be answerable to the freighters, which was 
then read the first time, and was read the second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. But this bill was not 
afterwards acted on. 

Bill con- It was ordered by the House of Representatives, on the 27th of ibid, 
unladmg* December, that a committee be appointed to prepare and bring 
vessels in in a bill to enable the collector of the district of Pennsylvania to 

f K 

Snict?on ' P^***^*^ landing of goods at other places within his district 
by ice. than the port of Philadelphia, when the navigation of the river 
Delaware shall be obstructed by ice; and Messrs. Fitzsimons, 

White, and Brown, were appointed of this committee. And, on 
the following day, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, reported 
[H.B.109.] such bill, which then received the first and second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. This bill 
was considered in committee on the 29th, when several amend- id. p. 344. 
ments were reported, and the bill was then ordered to the third 
reading. On the Both, the bill was read the third time and pj p 345 
Bill passed, passed, the title being “An act to provide for the unlading of 
ships or vessels, in cases of obstruction by ice.” This bill was 
read the first time in the Senate, on the 3d of January, 1791, and s. Journal, 
the bill received the second and third reading on the 4th and 5th, P* 
when it was passed. 

i»t Congress. Qn the 14th of April, 1790, a representation from the legisla- 1790. 
ture of the slate of Massachusetts, relative to the present state n loumul, 

Represen- * * * y 

tation of of the whalc and cod fisheries, together with several petitions on P- 

^tTon'the subject, Were presided to the House of Representatives ; 

subject -of and, on the 4th of August, this representation was referred to the id. p. 296. 

the hshc- gecrctary of state, with instructions to examine the same, and re- 
ries. , 

port to the House. The report of the secretary of state on the 
subject was laid before the House of Representatives on the 4th id. p. 370. 
of February, 1791. 

iidcongresf!. On thc 19th of December, 1791, Mr. Cabot gave notice that 1791. 

lilt Se«8if»n i,-ii /•! 

he intended to-morrow to move for leave to bring in a bill for the s. Journal, 

Billforpro- encouragement of the bank and other cod fisheries, and for the P* 
c^^^Sshe- regulation and government of the fishermen employed therein ; id. p. 358. 
ries. and, on the 20th, the bill was introduced by Mr. Cabot, and was Id. p. 359. 

then read the first time. On the 22d, the bill received the se- Id. p. 360 
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cond reading, and was referred to Messrs. Cabot, Izard, Sherman, 

Morris, and Lee. On the 28th, Mr. Cabot reported various s. Journal, 
amendments, which were considered on that day, and on the 
29th, and the 5th, and 10th of January, 1792, when the (juc^tion la. p, 670. 
was taken on (he third reading of the bill, and decided in the af- 
firmative by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Burr, Cabot, Carroll, Dickinson, l\lls- 
worth, Few, Foster, Cunn, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, 

Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Sherman, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Wingate. — 23. 

JS/'ays — Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Hawkins, Johnston. — 4. 

On the lull, a further amendment was made, and the bill was 
passed, and sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
as follows : — 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives jd, p. 7,71 , 
of the United States of Ameriea^ in Co?ip'ress assembled — 'Fhat the 
bounty now allowed upon the exportation of dried lisb, of the 
fisheries of the United States, shall cease on all dried fish, ex- 
ported after the tenth day of June next, and, in lieu thereof, and 
for the more immediate encouragement of the said fisheries, 
there shall be afterwards paid, on the last day of December an- 
nually, to the owner of every vessel or his agent, by the collect- 
ors of the district where such vessel may belong, that shall be 
qualified agreeably to law for carrying on the bank and other 
cod fisheries, and that shall actually have been employed there- 
in at sea, for the term of four months, at the least, of the fishing 
season next preceding, which season is accounted to be from the 
last day of February to the last day of November in every year, 
for each and every ton of such vessel’s burden, according to her 
admeasurement as licensed or enrolled, if of twenty tons, and not 
exceeding thirty tons, one and a half dollars ; and if above thir- 
ty tons, two and a half dollars; of which bounty three-eighth 
parts shall accrue and belong to the owner of such fishing ves- 
sel, and the other five-eighth parts thereof shall be divided by 
him, his agent, or lawful representative, to and among the seve- 
ral fishermen who shall have been employed in such vessel during 
the season aforesaid, or a part thereof, as the case may be, in 
such proportions as the fish they shall respectively have taken 
may bear to the whole quantity of fish taken on board such ves- 
sel during such season : Provided — That the bounty to be allowed 
and paid on any one vessel, for one season, shall not exceed one 
hundred and seventy dollars. 
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“ Sect. 2. A7id he it further enacted — That, on the last day of 
Dccenriber annually, as aforesaid, there shall also be paid to the 
owner of every fishing boat or vessel, of more than five tons, and 
less than twenty tons, or to his agent or lawful representative, 
by the collector of the district where such boat or vessel may be- 
long, the sum of one dollar upon every ton admeasurement of 
.such boat or vessel ; which bounty shall be accounted for as part 
of the proceeds of the fares of said boat or vessel, and shall ac- 
cordingly be so divided among all persons interested therein: — 
Provided, however, that this bounty shall be allowed only to such 
boats or vessels, as shall have actually been employed at sea, in 
the cod fi.shcry, foi- the term of four months at the least of the 
preceding season. A ?ul provided, also — That such boat or vessel 
shall have landed, in the course of said preceding season, a quan- 
tity of fish, not less than 12 quintals for every ton of her ad- 
measurement, the said quantity of fish to be ascertained when 
dried, and cured fit for exportation, and according to the weight 
thereof, as the same shall weigh, at the time of delivery, when 
actually sold; which account of the weight, with the original ad- 
justment and settlement of the fare, or fares, among the owners 
and fishermen, together with a written account of the length, 
breadth, and depth, of said boat or vessel, and the time she has 
actually been employed in the fi.shery in the preceding season, 
shall, in all cases, be produced and sworn to l)ofore the said col- 
lector of the district, in order to entitle the owner, his agent, or 
lawful representative, to receive the bounty aforesaid. And if, 
at any time within one year after payment of such bounty, it 
shall appear that any fraud or deceit has been practised in 
obtaining the same, the boat or vessel upon which such bounty 
shall have been paid, if found within the district aforesaid, shall 
be forfeited ; otherwise, the owner or owners, having practised 
such fraud or deceit, shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to 
be sued for, recovered, and appropriated, in like manner as for- 
feitures and penalties are to be sued for, recovered, and appro- 
priated, for any breach of an act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels.' 

Sect. 3. ^?icl be it further enacted — That the owner or 
owners of every fishing vessel of twenty tons and upwards, his 
or their agents, or lawful representative, shall, previously to re- 
ceiving the bounty which is provided for in this act, produce to 
the collector who is authorized to pay the same, the original 


1792. 
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congrc?-! agreement, or agreements, which may have been made with the 

fishermen employed on board such vessel, as is hereinbefore re- 

quired; and also a certificate, to be by him or them subscribed, 
therein mentioning the particular days on which such vessel 
sailed and returned, in the several voyages, or fares, she may 
have made in the preceding fishing season, to the truth of which 
they shall swear or aflirm before the collector aforesaid. 

Sect. 4. ^nd he it further enacted — That no ship or ves- joumal, 
sel of twenty tons or upwards, employed as aforesaid, shall be P- 
entitled to the bounty granted by this act, unless the skipper or 
master thereof shall, before he proceeds on any fishing voyage, 
make an agreement, in writing or in print, with every fisherman 
employed therein, excepting only any apprentice or servant of 
himself or owner; and, in addition to such terms of shipment as 
may be agreed on, shall, in such agreement, express whether 
the same is to continue for one voyage, or for tJie fishing season; 
and shall also express that the fish, or the jirocccds of such fish- 
ing voyage or voyages which may ajipertain to the fishermen, 
shall be divided among them in proportion to the quantities or 
number of said fish they may, respectively, have caught, which 
agreement shall be endorsed or countersigned by the owner of 
such fishing vessel, or his agent; and if any fisherman, having 
engaged himself for a voyage, or for the fishing season, in any 
fishing vessel, and signed an agreement therefor, as aforesaid, 
shall thereafter, and while such agreement remains in force, and 
to be performed, desert or absent himself from such vessel, 
without leave of the master or skipper thereof, or of the owner 
or his agent, such deserter shall be liable to the same penalties 
as deserting seamen or mariners are subject to in the merchants’ 
service, and may, in the like manner, and upon the like com- 
plaint and proof, be apprehended and detained; and all costs of 
process and commitment, if paid by the master or owner, shall 
be deducted out of the share of fish, or proceeds of any fishing 
voyage, to which such deserter hath or shall become entitled. 

And any fisherman, having engaged himself as aforesaid, who 
shall, during such fishing voyage, refuse or neglect his proper 
duty on board the fishing vessel, being thereto ordered or re- 
quired by the master or skipper thereof, or shall otherwise resist 
his just commands, to the hindcrance or detriment of such voy- 
age, beside being answerable for all damages arising thereby, 
shall forfeit to the use of the owner of such vessel his share of 
the bounty, which shall be paid upon such voyage, as is herein 
granted. 
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2 <i Congress. Scct. 5. And 1)6 U fuTikcr cnactcd — That where an agree- 

Ist Session. •' , r. /. t . ^ 

ment or contract shall be so made and signed, for a fishing vo}^- 
age, or for the fishing season, and any fish, which may have 
been caught on board such vessel during the same, shall be de- 
livered to Ihc owner, or to his agent, for cure, and shall be sold 
by said owner or agent, such vessel shall, for the term of six 
months after such sale, be liable and answerable for the skipper’s, 
and every other fisherman’s share of such fish, and may be pro- 
ceeded against in the same form, and to the same effect, as any 
other vessel is by law liable; and may be proceeded against for 
the wages of seamen or mariners in the merchants’ service. And, 
upon such process for the value of a share or shares of the pro- 
ceeds of fish delivered and sold as aforesaid, it shall be incum- 
bent on the owner, or his agent, to produce a just account of the 
sales and division of such fish, according to such agreement or 
contract, otherwise the said vcs.scl shall be answerable, upon such 
process, for what may be the highest value of the share or shares 
demanded. Hut, in all cases, the owner of such vessel, or his 
agent, appearing to answer to such process, may offer, thereupon, 
his account of general supplies made for such fishing voyage, 
and of other supplies therefor made, to either of the demand- 
ants; and shall be allowed to produce evidence thereof, in an- 
swer to their demands, respectively, and judgment shall he ren- 
dered upon such process, for the respective lialances, which, 
upon such an inquiry, shall appear: Froxnded^ always — That, 
when process shall be issued against any vessel liable as afore- 
said, if the owner thereof, or his agent, will give bond to each 
fisherman, in whose favour such process shall be instituted, with 
sufficient security, to the satisfaction of two justices of the peace, 
one of whom shall be named by such owner or agent, and the 
other by the fisherman or fishermen pursuing such process: or, 
if either party shall refuse, then the justice first appointed shall 
name his associate, with condition to answer and pay whatever 
sum shall be recovered by him or them on such process, there 
shall be an immediate discharge of such vessel: Provided — That 
nothing herein contained shall prevent any fisherman from 
having his action at common law for his share or shares of fish, 
or the proceeds thereof, as aforesaid. 

“ Sect. 6. And be it further enacted — That the drawback here- 
tofore allowed on the exportation of foreign dried and pickled 
fish, and other foreign salted provisions, be, and the same is, here- 
by repealed. 

“ Sect, 7. And he it further enacted — That the moneys which 
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2(1 rnngre?s. shall remain, in consequence of the abolition of the bounty on 
dried fish of the United Slates, and of the drawback on fo- 
to reign dried and pickled fish, and other foreign salted provisions, 

be, and the same are, hereby appropriated to the payment of 
the bounties granted by this act; and in case the moneys so ap- 
propriated shall be inadequate, the deficiency shall be supplied 
out of any moneys which, from time to time, shall be in the trea- 
sury of the United States, and not otherwise appropri;itcd. 

“ Sert. 8. he if further euaeted — That any person who siiall s. Journul, 
declare falsely in any oath or affirmation required by this act, 
being duly convicted thereof in any court of the United States, 
having jurisdiction of such olFencc, shall sufficr the same penal- 
ties as arc provided for false swearing by the act before men- 
tioned, and to be in like manner sued for, recovered, and appro- 
priated. 

Serf, 9. Afid be it further enacted — That this act shall conti- 
nue, and be in force for the term of seven years, and from thence 
to the end of the next session of Congress.’^ 

This bill was read the first and second time in the House of ii. journal. 
Representatives, on the Kith of January, and was then commit- P* 
ted to a committee of the whole house. On the 9d, Oth, 71h, id. p. 502 
and 8tli, the bill was considered in committee, and several 
amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the House. 

Rill passed The bill was then ordered to the third reading. And, on the 9 th, 
the bill was read the third time, and the question on its passage 
mend- was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 
iricnts. — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 

Gordon, Gregg, Griffin, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittcra, J^aw- 
rance, Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, JViles, 
Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, 

Sturges, Silvester, Thatcher, Tredwell, Vining, Wadsworth, 

Ward. — 38. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Giles, Grove, Heister, 

Key, Macon, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, 

Steele, Sumpter, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Willis. 

—21. 

It was then resolved, that the title of the bill be, “ An act con- 
cerning certain fisheries of the United States, and for the regu- 
lation and government of the fishermen employed therein.” 

The amendments made by the House of Representatives arc 
these : — 
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“ Section 1, Vine 2. Strike out the words ‘bounty now allowed,’ s. Journal, 
and insert, ‘ allowance now made.’ 

“ Line 3. After the word ‘ states,’ insert, ‘ in lieu of a draw- 
back of the duties paid on the salt used in preserving the same.’ 

“ Lines 4 and 5. Strike out the words ‘ and in lieu thereof, and 
for the more immediate encouragement of the said fisheries,’ and 
insert ‘and as a commutation and equivalent therefor.’ 

Line 15. Strikeout ‘bounty,’ and insert ‘allowance afore- 
said.’ 

^^Line2\, Strike out the words ‘bounty to be allowed and 
paid,’ and insert ‘ allowance aforesaid.’ 

^^Sect. 2, lines 0 , 21, 22, and 23. Strike out ‘bounty,’ and in- 
sert ‘ allowance,’ making correspondent amendments throughout 
the bill. 

“ Lme 10. After ‘ sworn,’ insert ‘ or aflirmcd.’ 

“ Sect, 4, Imc 24. Strike out ^ hath,’ and insert ‘ had.’ 

7, line 2. Strike out the words ‘ bounty on,’ and insert 
‘ allowance on the exportation of.’ 

“ Line 4. Strike out ‘ bounties,’ and insert ‘allowances,’ 


Sect. 8, Ihie 4. After ‘swearing,’ insert ‘ or aflirming.’ 

Sect. 0. At the end thereof, add ‘and no longer.’ 

“ In the title of the bill, strike out the w'ords ‘ for the encou- 
ragement of the bank and other cod fisheries,’ and insert ‘ con- 
cerning certain fisheries of the United States.’ 


Senate a- 10th of February, the Senate agreed to these amend- 

gree, mcnts. 

Billforpro- IIousc of Representatives, on the 17th of March, of the ii. journal, 

fi^shcrics appointed Messrs. Williamson, Key, and Parker, to be P* 

a committee “ to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to amend an 
[H.B.193.] act, entitled ‘An act to provide more effcctiially for the collec- 
tion of duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,’ so far as to 
permit the landing of salt, under certain regulations, at warc- 
liouscs belonging to the several fisheries, and to allow a drawback 
on the exportation of salted provisions, equal to the duty that is 
paid on the salt used in preserving the same.” And, on the 4th id. p. 597. 
of May, Mr. Williamson presented a bill “ for the protection of the 
Not acted river and bay fisheries,” which was then read the first time. This 
bill was not again taken up for consideration. 
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On the 29th of April, 1790, it was ordered by the House of 
Representatives that a committee be appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Fitzsimons, Smith, of Maryland, and Sturges, to bring in 
a bill for the government and regulation of seamen in the mer- 
chants’ service ; and, on the 3d of May, Mr. Fitzsimons presented 
a bill, which w'as then read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. This committee was, 
on the 27th, discharged from further proceeding on the bill, and 
it was committed to Mcs.srs. Gilman, Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Smith, 
of Maryland, and Parker. On the 17th of June, Mr. Gilman re- 
ported several amendments to the bill, which were considered on 
the 25th, and agreed to by the House, and the bill was then or- 
dered to the third reading. The bill was, on the following Mon- 
day, I'ead the third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill re- 
ceived the first reading on the same day, and, on the 1st of July, 
was committed to Messrs. Dalton, Morris, and Langdon. Mr. 
Dalton, on the 7th, reported amendments, and the bill having 
been amended accordingly, was ordered to the third reading, and 
was passed on the next day. The House proceeded to consider 
the amendments of tlie Senate, on the 10th, when some were 
agreed to, and one was rejected. The Senate, on the 12th, re- 
ceded from the amendment to which the House had disagreed. 


On the 5th of November, 1792, a petition was presented to 
the House of Representatives, from merchants in the city of 
Charleston, South Carolina, praying that Congress would pass a 
law to restrain the proceedings, and reduce the fees in the Court 
of Admiralty of the United Stales in the .said state; as also, to ad- 
mit of other security being taken to the satisfaction of the judge 
of the court, in small and trivial causes brought by seamen or 
others against vessels in the merchants^ service; and this peti- 
tion was referred to Messrs. Wm. Smith, Lawrance, and White. 
Mr. Smith made a report from this committee, which was consi- 
dered on the 10th, when the house adopted this resolution: 

Resolved — That provision ought to be made, by law, to re- 
gulate the fees of the several District Courts of the United States, 
in all cases of admiralty proceedings; and that so much of the 
act for the regulation of seamen in the merchants’ service, as 
makes ships or vessels, and their appurtenances, liable to seizure 
and detention, for actions of trivial amount, be repealed, and 
that, in future, a power be vested in the district judge to accept 
VoL. I.--76 
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of other sufficient security, in cases where the sum in dispute 
shall not exceed dollars.^’ 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. William Smith, Lawrance, 
and White, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to this resolution; 
and, on the 27th, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a 
bill to ascertain the fees demandable on admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and to amend, in part, 
the act, entitled An act for the government and regulation of 
seamen in the merchants’ service,’’ which was read the first and 
second time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 
This bill occupied the deliberations of the committee on the 3d, 
7th, 12th, 21st, and 27th of December, when several amendments 
were reported to the House, which were agreed to on the follow- 
ing day, when the bill was ordered to the third reading; and, on 
the 31st, the blanks having been filled up, the hill was read the 
third time and passed, and was sent to the Senate, where it was 
read the first time on the same day, and, on the 1st of January, 
1793, was referred to the committee appointed on the 21st of 
November, to take the judiciary system into consideration, with 
an instruction, also, to consider this bill and report upon it. This 
committee consisted of Messrs. Ellsworth, Strong, Monroe, John- 
ston, and King. On the 26th of February, Mr. Ellsworth, from 
this committee, reported amendments, whicli led to debate; and, 
on the next day, the report was accepted, and the bill, having 
been amended accordingly, was passed. The House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the same day, acquiesced in these amendments. 


At the second session of the first Congress, on the 3d of March, 
1790, a motion was submitted to the Senate, 

‘‘That the secretary of the treasury direct the respective col- 
lectors, in the several ports of the United Stales, not to clear out 
any vessel having articles on board subject to inspection by the 
laws of the state from which such vessel shall be about to depart, 
without having previously obtained such manifests and other do- 
cuments as are enjoined by the said laws.” 

This motion was committed, on the 4th, to Messrs. Izard, 
Strong, and Bassett, and they were instructed to report a bill 
upon the subject matter of it, if a bill should appear to them ne- 
cessary. This committee, on the following day, reported a joint 
resolution in the same words, which having been agreed to, was 
sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 
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[Previously to this motion, a motion had been submitted, on S. Journal, 
the 23d of February, that a committee be appointed to consider P- 115,116. 
what measures may be necessary to be adopted relative to the 
inspection of exports from the United States, and, if they think 
proper, to prepare a bill on that subject, and, on the following 
day, Messrs. Dalton, Morris, Izard, Langdon, and Johnston, 
were appointed, to which committee were added, on the 26th, 

Messrs. Bassett, Few, Henry, King, Paterson, and Ellsworth. 

There was also, on the 11th of February, a committee appointed, id. p. 113. 
consisting of Messrs. Morris, Langdon, Butler, Dalton, and Ells- 
worth, to report, if they agreed as to its expediency, a plan for the 
regulation of the trade of the United States with the countries 
and settlements of the European powers in America; and to this 
committee were added, on the 26th, Messrs. Bassett, Few, Hen- 
ry, King, Paterson, and Hawkins.] 

Bill intro- On the 8th of March, the joint resolution adopted by the Se- ll. Journal, 
duced. vvas, in the House of Representatives, committed to Messrs. 

White, Tucker, and Contee, with instructions to prepare and 
[H. B. 48.] bring in a bill; and, on the same day, Mr. White presented a bill 
to prevent the exportation of goods not duly inspected, according 
to the laws of the several states, which was then read the first 
lime, and, on the 9th, received the second reading, and was com- p it-j 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. This bill was con- 
sidered in committee on the 26th, when an amendment was re- id. p. 183. 
ported and agreed to; and the bill was, on the next day, read the 
Bill passed, third time and passed. On the same day, the bill received llie 

first reading in the Senate, and was read the second and third S. Journal, 
time, and passed, on the two next succeeding days. 1’* 


New On the 26th of March, 1790, a petition of the merchants and s. journal, 
Hamp- traders of the town of Portsmouth and New Hampshire, was P* 

tiont presented to the Senate, praying that a law might be enacted, 

<‘for the establishment of the foreign trade of the United States 
upon principles of reciprocal benefit, becoming the dignity of a 
free and independent nation.’’ This petition was referred to the 
committee appointed on the 11th of February, ‘‘ to report a plan 
for the regulation of the trade of the United States with the coun- 
tries and settlements of the European powers in America,” as 
specified in the preceding page. On the 27th of April, Mr. Lee g. Journal, 
was added to this committee. 

On the same day, a petition of these merchants and traders H. Journal, 
was also presented to the House of Representatives, praying that P- 182, 185. 
Congress would adopt measures to prevent foreigners from car- 
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rjing the commodities of the continent to any port or place where 

the citizens of the United States are prohibited from carrying 

them. This petition was referred, on the 29th, to Messrs. Bou- 

dinot, Jackson, Tucker, Ashe, Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Cly- 

mer, Vining, Benson, Sherman, Goodhue, and Foster. On the 

16th of April, Mr. Boudinot made a report from this committee, h. Journal, 

which report was, on the 3d of May, committed to a committee p i9t).208. 

of the whole house, and was considered in committee, on the 

10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th, when the following resolution u. p. 213 

was reported, and agreed to hy the House : — —216. 

Resolved — That the tonnage on all foreign built bottoms, be- 
longing to nations not in commercial treaty with the United 
States, be raised to the sum of one dollar per ton, from and after 

the first day of January next ; and that, from and after the 

day of , the tonnage on all such vessels be raised to ; 

and that, from and after the day of , no such vessel be 

permitted to export from the United States, any unmanufactured 
article, being the growth or produce thereof: — Provided, that 
this resolution shall not be extended to the vessels of any nation, 
which permits the importation of fish, other salted provision, 
grain, and lumber, in vessels of the United States.” 

Bill con- then ordered, that Messrs. Madison, Sedgwick, and Hart- 

ceniingthe prepare and bring in a bill accordingly, and on the 17th, Mr. id. p. 217. 
navigation Madison presented a bill concerning the navigation and trade of 
sLt^^^ ^ United States, which was then read the first time, and, on 

the following day, received the second reading, and was commit- p 213 
[H. B. 66.] ted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was considered 

in committee on the 25th and 29th of June, when an unsuccess- id. p. 251 
ful motion was made to discharge the committee from further 
proceeding on the bill. The consideration of the bill was re- 
sumed in committee on the 30th, after which time there was no- 
thing further heard of it. 
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In the Senate, on the 17th of June, 1789, a committee was 1789. 


appointed, consisting of Messrs. Butler, Morris, Langdon, Dalton, s. Journal, 
and Lee, to arrange and bring forward a .^^ystem for (he rognla- 
tion of the trade and intercourse bctw'ecn tlie United States and 
the territory of other powers in North America and the West In- 
dies, so as to place the same on a more beneficial and perma- 
nent footing. On the 13th of July, Mr. Butler made a report, TJ.p.41.58. 
and on the 6th of August, Mr. Butler further reported, 
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isirongrosa. “ That it will be expedient to pass a law for imposing an in- 

Ibt Session. ^ ^ a . 

creased duty of tonnage, for a limited time, on all foreign ships 

and other vessels that shall load in the United States, with the 
produce of the same, to any port or place in America, whereto 
the vessels of the United States are not permitted to carry their 
own produce ; hut sucli a law being of the nature of a revenue 
law, your committee conceive that the originating of a bill for 
that purpose, is, by tlie Constitution, exclusively placed in the 
House of Representatives. 

“ Your committee beg leave further to report, as tlieir opinion, 
that it will be expedient to direct a bill to he brought in, for im- 
posing similar restraints upon the trade of the European settle- 
ments in America with the United States, that arc imposed on 
the trade of the United States with those settlements. 

The Senate then adopted the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That the first clause of this report he accepted, 
and that the remainder of the report be recommitted ; and that 
it be an instruction to the committee, in case it shall he their 
opinion that a legislative provision ought to be made on the sub- 
ject of the commitment, to report a bill for that purpose; and 
that Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. King, and Mr. Read, be added to the 
committee/’ 

3 d segflion In his spccch at the opening of the third session of this Con- ] 790 ^ 

Mr.TiiTi.R- gress, the President of the (hnted States, after a reference to the journal, 
disturbed state of Europe, and the necessity of adopting measures p. 2 l 8 . 
for the security of our trade, proceeds thus: — 

Speech of “ Your attention seems to be not less due to that particular n. journal, 

President, Qf Qyp trade wdiich belongs to the Mediterranean. So P- 

many circumstances unite in rendering the present state of it dis- 
tressful to us, that you will not think any deliberations misem- 
ployed, which may lead to its relief and protection.” 

The speech having been referred to a committee of the whole id. p. 338. 
house on the state of the Union, that committee, on tlie 15th of 
December, reported these resolutions. 

‘‘ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that a bill, 
or bills, ought to be brought in for the further encouragement of 
the navigation of the United States. 

Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that so 
much of the speech of the President of the United States to 
both houses of Congress, as relates to the trade of the United 
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tary of state, with instruction to report thereupon to the House.” 

The committee appointed pursuant to the first of these reso- 
lutions, consisted of Messrs. Boudinot, Jackson, Tucker, Ashe, 
Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Clymer, Vining, Benson, Sherman, 
Goodhue, and Foster; and to these, on the 13th of January, Mr. 
Bourne was added. On the 10th of February, a motion was 
made and agreed to, to discharge this committee from further 
proceeding on the subject. 

On the 30th of December, 1700, the speaker laid before the 
House the report of the secretary of state upon that part of the 
President’s speech, which relates to the trade of the United 
States in the Mediterranean; and the report was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

In the Senate, this part of the speech of the President was 
referred to Messrs. Langdon, Morris, King, Strong, and Ellsworth, 
on the 13th of December, and on the Cth of January, Mr. Lang- 
don made a report, which was taken up for consideration on the 
following day, when it was ordered to lie on the table. This re- 
port was recommitted on the 21st, for the purpose of taking into i 
consideration a letter from the secretary of state, and its enclo- ^ 
sures, relative to the American prisoners in Algiers. A similar 
report from the secretary of state had been transmitted to the 
House of Representatives, on the 30th of December preceding, : 
by the President of the United States. On the 31st, Mr. Lang- ^ 
don made another report, from the same committee, on the same 
subject, which also was ordered to lie for consideration. And on ! 
the 1st of March, Mr. Langdon, from the same committee, re- ^ 
[11.8,100.] ported the following bill : — 

An act making an appropriation for the purposes therein 
mentioned. 

Billma- “ Section 1. Be it enacted^ by the Senate and House of Represent- 

king- cel-- qJ (he United Stales of Anwrica, in Qongress assembled — That, 

for the purpose of effecting a recognition of the treaty of the United 

therein States with the new Emperor of Morocco, there be, and hereby 
mentioned. . , .. . i i i, 

is, appropriated a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to 

be paid out of the moneys, which, prior to the first day of Janu- 
ary next, shall arise from the duties imposed upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and from stills, by the act, entitled 
‘An act repealing, after the last day of June next, the duties 
heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and 
laying others in their stead; and also upon spirits distilled within 
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the United States, and for appropriating the same,’ together 
with the excess of duties which may arise from the duties im- 
posed by the said act on imported spirits, beyond those which 
would have arisen by the act, entitled ^ An act making further 
provision for the payment of the debts of the United States,’ 
and the President is hereby authorized to take on loan the whole 
sum by this act appropriated, or so much thereof as he may judge 
requisite, at an interest not exceeding six joer cent, per annum, 
and the fund established for the above-mentioned appropriation 
is hereby pledged for the payment of the principal and interest 
of any loan to be obtained in manner aforesaid; and in case of 
any deficiency in the said fund, the faith of the United States is 
hereby also pledged to make good such deficiency.” 

This bill was read the first and second time: it was then moved 
to commit the bill, with an instruction to augment the sum there- 
in appropriated to sixty thousand dollars; but this motion was de- 
cided in the negative. The bill was then ordered to the third 
reading. The bill was read the third time and passed on the 2d, s. Jonmal, 
and was sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In the House, the bill was passed through its various stages on n. journal, 
the same day. p.400. 

On the 14th of February, 1791, the following message was 
transmitted by the President of the United States to the two 
houses of Congress. 

“ ITnited States, Fchruary 14, 1791. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and House of Represent at Ives : — 

‘‘ Soon after I was called to the administration of the govern- ji, joumriT, 
ment, I found it important to come to an understanding with p-377,37fcL 
the court of London on several points interesting to the United 
States; and particularly to know whether they were disposed to 
enter into arrangements by mutual consent, which might fix the 
commerce between the two nations on principles of reciprocal 
advantage. For this purpose, I authorized informal conferences 
wdth their ministers; and from these, I do not infer any disposi- 
tion, on their part, to enter into any arrangements merely com- 
mercial. I have thought it proper to give you this information, 
as it might, at some time, liave influence on matters under your 
consideration 

“ G. Washington.” 

On the 15th, this message was referred to Messrs. Goodhue, id. p. 379 . 
Madison, Fitzsimons, Bourne, Lavvrance, Vining, and Smith, of 385. 
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ist Congress South Carolina. Mr. Goodhue, from this committee, made a re- 
port on the subject, which was taken up for consideration on the 
23d, when the House adopted the following order: — 

Call on se- Ordered — That the said report be referred to the secretary H.jounial, 

state; and that he be directed to report to Congress the nature 
and extent of the privileges and restrictions of the commercial 
Foreign intercourse of the United States with foreign nations, and such 
nei^iJly shall think proper to be adopted for the improve- 

ment of the commerce and navigation of the same.’’ 


2d Congress. On the2lst of Fcbruarv, 1793, being the second session of 1703. 

2il S<‘ssioii. ^ 

second Congress, the speaker laid before the House a letter ll. Journal, 

Secrctuiy. from the secretary of state, communicating certain reasons for ^ ‘ 

delaying his report on the nature and extent of the privileges 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the United 
Slates with foreign nations, as directed by the order of this 
House, of the 23d of February, 1791, and suggesting that he is 
now ready to report on the subject, if the House wdll be pleased 
to direct him so to do. 

This letter was referred to Messrs. Giles, Lawrance, William id. p. 718. 
Smith, Baldwin, and B. Bourne; and, on the 25th, Mr. Giles 
made a report, which was agreed to by the House as follows: — 

TTat it is not expedient to call for the said report during 
the present session of Congress.” 

i«tcongresa. On tlic lOtli of February, a motion was made for the appoint- 1791 ^ 

2(1 S<‘8sinn . ... i-n i* i r \ — 

^ ment of a committee to bring in a hill repealing so much of the h. Journal, 

dollar of act, entitled An act to provide more effectually for the collec- P-'^74. 

Denmark, duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchan- 

dise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels, as hath rated the rix dollar of Denmark at 
one hundred centsd’ This motion was committed to Messrs. 

Bourne, Sherman, and Thatcher; and, on the 24lh, Mr. Bourne, 

[H.B.134.] from this committee, presented a bill, in conformity with the id. p. 389. 

motion, which was read the first time, and, on the 25th and 26th, id. p. 392, 
received the second and third reading, and was passed, with the 
title, ‘‘An act concerning the rates of foreign coin.’’ The bill, 
as sent to the Senate, was as follows: — 

“ Sect. 1. Be it enacted^ by the Senate and House of Repre- s. Journal 
seniatives of the United States of jlmerictty in Congress as- 
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litrongress. semhlcd — That so much of an act, entitled ‘ An act to nrovide 

3d Session. ^ ^ * 

— more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,^ as hath rated the 
rix dollar of Denmark at one hundred cents, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed; and that the repeal shall be deemed to operate 
in respect to all duties which have already arisen or accrued, as 
well as to such as shall hereafter arise or accrue. 

“ Sect. 2. Jind be it further enacted — That the secretary of 
the treasury be authorized and directed to estimate the value of llie 
several denominations of foreign coin which are not estimated 
by law, and that the collectors of the customs, in tlieir valuation 
of such foreign coin, be required to conform to the estimate there- 
of, which shall be made by the secretary of the treasury, pursu- 
ant to this act.’’ 

The bill was read the first time in the Senate, on the 28th of 
February, and on the following day received the second reading* 
and was committed to Messrs. Schuyler, Monroe, and Maclay, 
from whom amendments were reported on the same day, and 
the bill was amended accordingly. The bill was then read the 
Rlllpassed. third time, and passed, with the following amendments: — 

Amend- Expunge the whole of the second section. 
ment«. << iii\ey after the word ‘act,’ expunge the whole, and 

substitute ‘relative to the rix dollar of Denmark.’ ” 

On the 2d of March, the House concurred in these amend- 
ments. 

istcongresi. The Senate, on the 28th of April, 1790, appointed Messrs. 
— Carroll, Ellsworth, Morris, Izard, and Butler, to be a commit- 
tee to consider what provisions would be proper for Congress 
to make in the present session, respecting the state of Rhode 
Island. On the 5th of May, Mr. Carroll made a report, which 
was taken into consideration on the 11th, when the Senate passed 
the following resolution: — 

Aettopre- Resolved — That all commercial intercourse between the 

vent im- United States and the state of Rhode Island, from and after the 
porta tiona 

from R. first day of July next, be prohibited, under suitable penalties; and 

Island into ^j^^t the President of the United States be authorized to demand 
the United 

States. of the state of Rhode Island dollars, to be paid into the 

treasury of the United States, by the day of next; 

which shall be credited to the said state, in account wdth the 
VoL. L— 77 
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1790. 


United States, and that a bill, or bills, be brought in for these 
purposes.’’ 


It was then ordered that the committee who brought in the 
above report, prepare and report a bill accordingly. On the 
13th, Mr. Morris, from this committee, reported a bill on the 
subject, which was then read the first time, and which received 
the second reading on the 14th. The question being then put 
on assigning a day for the third reading, it was decided in the 
aflirmative by the following vote: — 

— Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Johnson, 
Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. 
■— 1.3. 


JVa^s — Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Maclay, Walk- 
er, Wingate — 7. 

On the 17th, the day assigned for the third reading of the bill, s. .Toumal, 
it was ordered to be recommitted. Mr. Carroll reported, on the 

« owing day, and the bill was amended according to the report, 
en the bill was read the third time, and the question being 
taken on its passage, it was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsw^orth, Johnson, 

Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. 

— 13 . 


Nays — Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Hawkins, Henry, Lee, Ma- 
clay, Walker, Wingate. — 8. 

The bill was then passed with the following title — “An act to 
prevent bringing goods, wares, and merchandises, from the state 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations into the United 
Stales, and to authorize a demand of money from the said state j” 
and was sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In the House, this bill was read the first time on the 19th, and, n. joumal, 
on the following day, received the second reading, and was com- P- 21^- 
milted to a committee of the whole house. On the 1st of June, p o-o 
the President communicated, by message, to the two houses, 

“ the accession of the state of Rhode Island and Providence Plant- 
ations to the Constitution of the United States;” and the com- 
mittee of the whole were then discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill, the necessity for which had been so oppor- 
tunely and agreeably obviated. 


On the 2d of August, a committee was appointed by the House ij. p. 286 
of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Ames, Jackson, and Se- 
ney, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, declaring the assent 
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1st Congress, of Congress to certain acts of the state of Maryland, Georgia, and 

Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, for raising a duty on 

tonnage of ships or vessels entering the ports of Patapsco, 
and, con- Savannah, and Providence. A bill was reported from this com- 

mittee on the 3d, which was immediately read the first and se- H.Joumal, 
duties. cond time, committed, and reported with amendments, which P* 

[11. B. 93.] were agreed to, and the bill was then ordered to the third read- 
ing. On the next day, the blanks having been filled up, the bill 
was read the third time and passed. In the Senate, the bill re- 
ceived the first reading on the 5th, and on the (Hh was read the s. Joumal, 
second time, and committed to Messrs. Foster, Gunn, and Hen- p- 193.201. 
ry. A report was made from this committee on the 9th, when 205. 
the bill was amended accordingly, by striking out the words 
for the term of three years from the passing of this act,’^ and 
inserting, in their place, the words ‘‘ until tlic tenth day of Ja- n. Journal, 
nuary next,’^ and, thus amended, was read the third lime and P* 
passed. The amendment received the concurrence of the Hoij^c 
of Representatives on the same day. 


2il Congress. On the 13th of February, 1702, it was ordered by the House 1792. 

of Representatives that a committee be appointed to prepare u. Journal, 
Act to con- and bring in a bill to continue an act, entitled ‘An act declaring P* '5^^- 
ceding act' assent of Congress to certain acts of the states of Maryland, 

Georgia, and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantatiorisj” and 
Messrs. Sterrett, Bourne, of Rhode Island, and Baldwin, were ap- 
pointed of this committee. And, on the 14(h, Mr. Sterrett, from id. p. 508. 
[H.B .164.] this committee, presented a bill declaring the consent of Congress 
to a certain act of the state of Maryland, and to continue for a 
longer time ‘ An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain 
acts of the states of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island, and 
Providence Plantations, so far as the same respects the states of 
Georgia, and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations;” which 
was then read the first and second time, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. This bill was considered in 
committee on the 9th of March, and no amendments being re- id. p. 531, 
ported, it was ordered to the third reading, after filling up a 
blank therein. On the following day, it was read the third 
time, and passed, and was sent to the Senate. In the House, 
this bill was, on the I5fh,rcad the first and second time, and, by II. Journal 
unanimous consent, received the third reading, and was passed. P* 
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1 st Congress. Qn thc first of Junc, 1789, a committee was appointed by the H. Journal, 

Jst Session. ^ ^ J » .-T . A*! 

Baitk House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Smith, of South P* 

KupTcr Carolina, Lawrancc, and Ames, to prepare and bring in a bill, or 
Ststem. establish a uniform system on the subject of bankrupt- 

cies throughout the United Stales. No report was made from 
this committee. 


MCongreBs. On thc 8th of November, 1791, a committee was appointed 1791. 

Jgt SoBsion. , . . , , * ^ 

by the House of Representatives, to prepare and bring in a bill, h. journal, 
or bills, to establish a uniform system on the subject of bank- P' 
ruptcies throughout the United States; and Messrs. Vining, Bou- 
dinot, Giles, Lawrancc, and Gerry, were appointed of such com- 
mittee. There appears to have been no report made on the 
subject during this session. 

2(1 BeBsinn. In the following session, on the 21st of November, 1792, a com- 1792. 

Bill toes- mittee was again appointed by the House of Representatives, on iTjounij^ 

tablishuni- samc subject, consisting of Messrs. Wm. Smith, Boudinot, P-623. 

jorm s^S" ^ 

tem of Lawrance, White, and Gerry, with directions to prepare and 

bankrupt- 

in a bill. A petition of merchants and traders of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, stating the disadvantages under which they 
labour for want of a bankrupt law, was presented on the 3d of Id. p. 631. 
December, and referred to this committee. And, on the 10th of id. p. 636. 

[H.B.205.] December, Mr. Smith, from this committee, presented a bill to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States, which was read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house, on the second Monday of Ja- 
nuary. This bill was not afterwards acted on. 


iPt Congress. A PETITION of Adam Caldwcll was presented to the House of 1790. 

— Representatives on the IGthof Junc, 1790, praying relief against H.Joumal, 
Adam an imprisonment under which he was then suffering, for a viola- P-243,244. 
Caldwill. trade of the United States; which petition 

was, on the following day, referred to Messrs. Vining, Scott, and 
Sevier. On the 6th of August, Mr. Vining, from this commit- id. p. 292, 
[H. B. 99.] t^e, presented a bill, wliich was then read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. In 
committee the bill was considered and amended, on the following 
day, and the amendments having been agreed to by the House, 
the bill was ordered to the third reading, and, on the 9tb, was id, p. 294. 
read the third time and passed. The bill was read the first time 
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i8t Congress, in the Senate on the same day, and was then ordered to lie for s. Journal, 

— ^ consideration; and, on the 11th, was again taken up for conside- P* 

ration, on the question of the second reading, when it was re- 
Postponed. solved, that the bill be postponed to the next session of Congress, id. p. 208. 


2d Congress. A COMMITTEE was appointed by the Senate, on the IGth of 1792. 

— March, 1792, to consider and report what may be necessary to s. journal. 

Bill for re- prevent the sufferings of persons imprisoned for debt, on jiidg- p-^ll. 

ments rendered in the courts of the United States; and Mcs.srs. 
prisoned Ellswortli, Lee, and Strong, were appointed of such committee, 
for debt. April, Mr. Ellsworth, from this committee, re- id. p. 419. 

[S. B. 33.] ported a bill for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt, which 
was then read the first time, and on the following day received 
the second reading, and, being amended, was ordered to be read 
the third time. On the 4th, it was moved to insert these words, 
as a substitute for the second section. 

“ That persons imprisoned as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the 
same allowance for support as debtors confined in the same jails 
by executions issuing from the courts of such slates arc entitled to 
by the laws of the same, subject to the like regulations and re- 
strictions.” 

This motion was determined in the negative, and the bill was n, journal, 
then read the third time and passed. In the House of llcprc- p- -502. 
sentatives, the bill was, on the same day, read the first time, and 
on the following day, received the .second reading, and was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. In committee, on 
the 27lh of April, the bill was considered, and reported with- ]j. p. 
out amendment; and on the 1st of May, after being amended in 
the House, the hill was read the third time and pas.scd. The 593 . 
Senate, on the 2d, disagreed to the first and second amendments 
of the House, and agreed to the last ; and on the following day, p. 436 . 
the House receded from the amendments to which the Senate li.Jouma], 
had disagreed. 

Letter On the 18th of November, 1791, a letter from the President of s. journal, 
neral General Assembly of the French colony of St. Domingo, cx- P 

Bembly of plaining the reasons of the late embargo on the American ship- 
St. Domin- island, was laid before the Senate; and by that 

body was transmitted to the House of Representative.^ : but no 
legislative proceeding was founded on this communication. 
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^t^ongresB. The expediency of adopting a uniform standard for weights 

and measures was suggested by the President of the United 

States, in his speech at the opening of the second session of the 
Mea^subes. first Congress; and on the 15th of January, 1701, the House of H. Journal, 
Proceed- Representatives ordered the subject to be referred to the secre- 
tary of state, to prepare and report a plan for establishing uni- 
formity in the currency, weights, and measures of the United 
States. On the 13th of July, following, the secretary of state Id. p. 268. 
reported a plan, pursuant to the above order. And at the next 
Session, session, on the 15th of December, 1701, this report was commit- id. p. 338. 
ted to a committee of the whole house. It was ordered, on the 
23d, that this report should be communicated to the Senate, and 
Proceed- it was accordingly transmitted to that body. The Senate, on 
nate 28th, appointed Messrs. Izard, Monroe, Morris, Langdon, and s. Journal, 

Schuyler, a committee to take this report into consideration. On P* 
the 18th of January following, the secretary transmitted a post- Itl- p.233. 
script to his report. Mr. Izard, on the 1st of March, reported id. p. 292. 
from the committee of the Senate, 

‘‘That, as a proposition has been made to the national assem- 
bly of France, for obtaining a standard of measure, which shall 
be invariable, and communicable to all nations, and at all times; 
as a similar proposition has been submitted to the British Parlia- 
ment, in their last session ; as the avowed object of these is, to in- 
troduce a uniformity in the measures and weights of the com- 
mercial nations, as a coincidence of regulation, by the govern- 
ment of the United Slates, on so interesting a subject, would be 
desirable, your committee arc of opinion, that it would not be 
eligible, at present, to introduce any alteration in the measures 
and weights which are now used in the United States.” 

This report was adopted by the Senate, and thus the inquiry 
terminated for this session. 


sdCongrcss. On the Ist of Novcmbcr, 1791, Messrs. Izard, Monroe, and t 7 oi qo 

1st Session. ^ , . , . ^ 

Langdon, were appointed a committee of the Senate, “ to take g journal 

into consideration the subject relative to weights and measures, p- 335. 
and report their opinion thereon. And on the 4th of April, id. p. 420. 
1792, Mr. Izard made a report from this committee, which, on 
the next day, was taken up, and considered as follows: — 

“ 1. That it is their opinion, the standard for the measures 
and weights of the United States be a uniform cylindrical rod of 
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iron, of such length as in lalitudc 45° in llie level of <he ocean, 
and in a cellar of uniform natural Icmperaiurc, shall perform its 
vibrations, in small and equal arcs, in one second of mean time. 

“ 2. That the President of the United States be requested to 
have such a standard rod provided; that it be prepared with all 
the accuracy wliich the importance of the object merits, and cir- 
cumstances admit; that this be done cither by actual experi- 
ments, under the parallel of 15° of latitude complete, or by ac- 
tual experiments, rectified by due allowances, under any other 
parallel, where a superiority of means for accurate experiment 
may promise, on the whole, greater truth in the result. 

“3. That the expenses of the measures he shall adopt for this 
purpose, not exceeding dollars, be defrayed by the pub- 

lic. 

“ 4. That the standard rod, so to be provided, shall be divided 
into five equal parts, one of which, to be called a foot, shall be 
the unit of measures of length for the United States. 

“That the foot shall be divided into 10 inches, 

“The inch into 10 lines, 

“ The line into 10 points, and 
“ Th;it 10 feet make a decad, 

“ 10 decads a rood, 

“10 roods a furlong, and 
“10 furlongs a mile. 

“ 5. That measures of surface in the United States be made by <;> jounml, 
squares of the measures of length ; and that, in the case of lands, p- '121. 
the unit shall be a square, whereof every side .shall be 100 feet, 
to be called a rood. 

“That each rood be divided into tenths and hundredths, 

“ That 10 roods make a double acre, 

“And 10 double acres a square furlong. 

“ G. That the unit of measures of capacity in the United States 
be a cubic foot, to be called a bushel. 

“That each bushel be divided into 10 pottles, 

“ Each pottle into 10 demi-pints, 

“ Each demi-pint into 10 metres, 

“That 10 bushels be a quarter, 

“ And 10 quarters a last, or double ton. 

“7. That the unit of weights of the United States be a cubic 
inch of rain water, to be called an ounce, and to be measured 
and weighed in a cellar of uniform natural temperature. 

“ That the ounce be divided into 10 double scruples, 

“The double scruple into 10 carats, 
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“The carat into 10 minims or demi-grains, 

“ The minim into 10 mites, 

“ That 10 ounces make a pound, 

“ 10 pounds a stone, 

“ 10 stones a quintal, 

“10 quintals a hogshead.” 

It was then ordered that the consideration of this report be 
postponed until the next session of Congress. 

Early in the second session of (his Congress, on the 16th of No- S. Journal, 
vember, 1792, the above report was made the order for the fol- P 
lowing Monday, but was subsequently postponed to the first Mon- 
day of December. It was again taken up and debated on the 
last named day, and on the 6th and 17th, when it was moved to Id. p. 463, 
postpone the further consideration of the motion, and adopt the 
following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — That the present measures of length be retained 
and fixed by an invariable standard ; that the measures of surface 
remain as they are, and be invariable also as the measures of 
length, to which they are to refer; that the unit of capacity, now 
so equivocal, be settled at a medium and convenient term, and de- 
fined by the same invariable measures of length, that the more 
known terms in the two kinds of weights be retained and re- 
duced to one series, and that they be referred to a definite mass 
of some substance, the specific gravity of which never changes ; 
and that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill accord- 
ingly.” 

This motion caused some debate, and, on the following day, id. p. 464. 
after being amended by striking out the words ‘‘ and that a 
committee be appointed to bring in a bill accordingly,'^ was 
postponed, in order to take up the following motion:— 

1st. That the units of the measures and weights of the 
United States shall be equal to certain measures and weights now 
in use. 

“ 2d. That the standard for the measures and weights of the 
United States, be a uniform cylindrical rod of metal, of such 
length as, in the latitude of forty-five degrees, on the level of 
the ocean, and in a cellar of uniform natural temperature, shall 
perform its vibrations in small and equal arcs in one second of 
mean time, and which standard rod shall be divided into four 
hundred and eighty-nine equal parts. 

“ 3d. That the unit of measures of length shall be a foot, which 
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2 d Congress, shall be equal in length to one hundred parts of the aforesaid 

2d Session. . , , , ® 

standard rod. 

<^That sixty-six feet shall be a chain, and eighty chains a 
mile. 

4th. That measures of surface be made by squares of the 
measures of length; but in the case of land, the unit shall be an 
acre, which shall contain forty-three thousand five hundred and 
sixty square feet, or shall be ten chains in length, and one in 
breadth. 

5lh. That the unit of measures of capacity shall be a bushel, 
which shall be one foot square, and one foot and twenty-five 
cents of a foot deep, and shall contain one cubic foot and a quar- 
ter. 

6th. That the unit of weights shall be a pound, which shall 
be equal to the pound avoirdupois now in use, and shall be equal 
in weight to a quantity of rain water twenty cents of a foot 
square, and forty cents deep, or sixteen thousand cubic cents of 
a foot, measured and weighed in a cellar of uniform natural tem- 
perature. 

7th. That the units of the measures and weights of the United 
States shall be divided into cents, or hundredth parts, and, where 
necessary, into milles, or thousandth parts, and, in the case of 
weights, the mille shall be divided into seven grains, equal to 
seven grains Troy.’’ 

And, after some debate, the motion for postponement, made 
yesterday, as amended, together with the motion last made, was 
referred to Messrs. Rutherford, Monroe, Izard, Ellsworth, and 
Langdon. From this committee, Mr. Rutherford made a report g. jovirnal, 
on the 29th of January following, which was ordered to be print- P- 
ed; and, on the 8th of February, the consideration of the report id. p. 482. 
was ordered to be postponed till the next session of Congress. 


RefeiTed to 
committee. 

Report 
made, and 
subject 
postponed. 


VoL. I.— 78 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bill making Provision for Public Debt — Debt of Georgia — ^Reduction of Debt — 

Report of Commissioners of Sinking Fund — Lost Evidences of Debt — Debt to 
Foreign Officers — Public Creditors of Pennsylvania — Dutch Loan — Subscrip- 
tions of Domestic Debt — Claims barred by Acts of Limitation, and not barred — 

Interest on Sums granted for Indenmities — Loans to pay Debts due to States — 

Information concerning Dutch Loan — Receiving Loan in Domestic Debt — 

Claim of Maryland — Commissioners of Public Debt — Provisions for Commis- 
sioners of Loans — Bill to incoi’pomte United States Bank — Supplementary 
Bill — Bill to reimburse Loan made of United States Bank — Balances due to 
the United States — Call on Trustees of Sinking Fund for Information — Me- 
morials concerning Depreciation of Currency. 

The public debt forced itself on the consideration of Congress n. Journal, 
at an early period, and one of the first objects of the House of P* 
Representatives was to obtain the information required by the 
following order, wliich issued from that brancli of the legisla- 
ture on the 21st of September, 1789. 

<< Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
apply to the supreme executors of the several states, for state- 
ments of their public debts; of the funds provided for the pay- 
ment, in whole or in part, of the principal and interest thereof; 
and of the amount of the loan-office certificates, or other public 
securities of the United Stales, in the state treasuries respective- 
ly; and that he report to the House such of the said documents 
as he may obtain, at the next session of Congress.’^ 

In the third chapter of this work, certain resolutions relative 1790. 
to the public debt and the expediency of effecting a new modifi- h. journal, 
cation of the domestic debt, have been given. These resolutions P» 210. 
were adopted on the 29th of March and 26lh of April. [Journal, 
p. 184 and 200, 201.] On the last named day, a committee was 
appointed to prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to these reso- 
lutions; and, from this committee, on the 6th of May, Mr. Stone 
introduced a bill making provision for the debt of the United 
States, which was then read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi- 
dered in committee of the whole, on the 19th, 20th, 21st, 24th, id. p. 219 
and 25th of May, when the chairman (Mr. Seney) reported that "”221. 
the committee had agreed to the first twelve sections of the bill, 
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1 st Congress, with amendments, and prayed to be discharged from the further 
- consideration of it The committee were discharged on the H. Journal, 

26th, and the House then proceeded to consider the several 
amendments to the first, second, fourth, eighth, and twelfth sec- 
tions of the bill, which were agreed to. The following amend- 
ment to the third section being under consideration; to wit: — 

<< To the end of the section, add, ‘ Those which shall be is- id. p. 223. 
sued for the bills of credit, issued by the authority of the United 
States in Congress assembled, at the rate of one hundred dollars, 
in the said bills, for one dollar in specie.’ ” 

- It was moved, and agreed to, to strike out the words one 
Motions to hundred.” It was then moved to insert, in lieu of the words 
amend. stricken out, the words ‘^seventy -five;” and the question being 
taken on this motion, it was decided in the affirmative by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

— Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cad waladei, 
Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grif- 
fin, Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Huntington, Leonard, Livermore, 

Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sherman, 

Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wynkoop. — 31. 

js^oes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Carroll, Coles, 

Contce, Hartley, Ileistcr, Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr,, 

Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Scott, Seney, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Stone, Trumbull, White, Wil- 
liamson. — 25. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by adding to it the fol- 
lowing Provided, That interest shall be computed on 

the said bills, from the day of , 1781.” The 

question being put on this motion, it was determined in the ne- 
gative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, id. p. 224. 
Grout, Hathorn, Huger, Leonard, Livermore, Partridge, Sedg- 
wick, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker. — 15. 

Naes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Bloodworth, Boudi- 
not, Burke, Cadwalader, Carroll, Coles, Contee, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Hartley, Heister, Huntington, Jackson, 

Lawrance, Lee, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, 

Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Scott, Seney, Sher- 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Steele, Stone, Sturges, Trumbull, White, Williamson, 

Wynkoop. — 42. 
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i»tconj;Tesi. The amendment to the third section, as before amended, was 

^ then agreed to, and tlie bill was further amended; and, on the 

27th, the bill was ordered to the third reading. On the 2d of 
June, the bill was passed; and, on the same day, was read the 
first time in the Senate. The second reading produced a discus- 
sion, which occupied the 3d, 7th, 9th, 10th, and 11th of June, 
when it was committed to Messrs. Lee, Ellsworth, Maclay, and 
Paterson. Mr. Lee made a report from this committee on the 
15th, which was considered and debated on the 16th, 17th, 18th, 
and 21st, when. 

On motion to agree to the following paragraph of the report; 
to wit: ^‘In the 4th section^ 2d /me, strike out from the word 
‘ entitled,’ to the word ^ or,’ at the end of the next paragraph, 
inclusive: also, strike out from the word ‘ sum,’ in the 5th line 
of the next paragraph, to the proviso at the end of the section; 
and then the bill will read, < That, for any sum which shall be 
subscribed to the said loan by any person or persons, or body 
politic, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certi- 
ficate, purporting that the United States owe to the holder or 
holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, the whole of the sum 
by him, her, or them subscribed; bearing an interest of ioMvper 
cent, per annnrn, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemp- 
tion, by payments not exceeding in one year, on account of both 
principal and interest, the proportion of six dollars upon a hun- 
dred of the same sum: Provided^ always — That it shall not be 
understood that the United States shall be bound or obliged to 
redeem in the proportion aforesaid, but it shall be understood, 
only, that they have a right so to do.’ 

The design of this amendment of your committee, is to dis- 
charge the alternatives proposed in the bill, and to fund the do- 
mestic debt of the United States at an interest of iowc per cent, 
per anmim.^^ 

The question, on agreeing to the clause, having been put, it 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, 
Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Read, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. — 10. 

Ordered to ' On the 22d, the report of the committee was accepted as an 
^ird rcad^ amendment to the bill, which was then ordered to the third 
reading. 


1790. 


S. Journal, 
p. 150, 151, 
Id. p. 153— 
155. 

Id. p. 158. 
162, 163. 


Id. p. 164. 
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latcongrcBs. In the mean time, Mr. Ellsworth had, on the 13th of June, 
given notice that he should bring in a bill, making provision for 
the debts of the respective states; but, instead of doing this, on 
the 14th, he submitted to the Senate the foHowing motion: — 


CHAP.vn. 


Mr. Ells- Resolved — That provision shall be made, the next session s. Joumal, 

orth’s of Congress, for loaning to the United States a sum not exceeding 157. 

twenty-two millions of dollars, in the certificates issued by the 
respective states for services or supplies towards the prosecution 
of the late war. The certificates which shall be loaned, to stand 
charged to the respective states by whom they were issued, un- 
til a liquidation of their accounts with the United States can be 
completed.’’ 


An unsuccessful motion was then made to assign the following id. p. 176. 
day for the consideration of this motion ; and, on the 2d of July, 
it was committed to Messrs. Carroll, Lee, Strong, Ellsworth, and 
Paterson. Mr. Carroll made a report from this committee, as 
follows : — 


Report of Whereas a provision for the debt of the respective states by id. p. 177. 
o” 01 ^’ the United States would be greatly conducive to an orderly, eco- 
nomical, and ctTcctual arrangement of the public finances ; would 
tend to an equal distribution of burdens among the citizens of 
the several states ; would promote more general justice to the 
different classes of public creditors ; and would serve to give sta- 
bility to public credit : and whereas the said debts, having been 
essentially contracted in the prosecution of the late war, it is just 
that such provision should be made: 

“ Resolved — That a loan be proposed, to the amount of twenty- 
one millions of dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be 
received at the same times and places, by the same persons, and 
upon the same terms, as in respect to the loan which may be pro- 
posed concerning the domestic debt of the United States, subject 
to the exceptions and qualifications hereafter mentioned ; and that 
the sums which shall be subscribed to the said loan shall be paya- 
ble in the principal and interest of the certificates or notes, which, 
prior to the first day of January last, were issued by the respect- 
ive states, as acknowledgments or evidences of debts by them re- 
spectively owing, and which shall appear, by oath or affirmation, 

(as the case may be,) to have been the property of an individual 
or individuals, or body politic, other than a state, on the said first 
day of January last : Provided — That no greater sum shall be re- 
ceived in the certificates of any state, than as follows ; that is to 


say ; — 
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“ In those of New Hampshire, - . - 5^300,000 

In those of Massachusetts, . - . 4,000,000 

“ In those of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 200,000 


“In those of Connecticut, 

“ In those of New York, 

“In those of New Jersey, 
“In those of Pennsylvania, 

“ In those of Delaware, 

“In those of Maryland, 

“ In those of Virginia, - 
“ In those of North Carolina, 
“In those of South Carolina, 
“In those of Georgia, 


1 , 600,000 

1,200,000 

800,000 

2,200,000 

200,000 

800,000 

3.200.000 

2 . 200.000 

4,000,000 

300,000 


S. Journal, 
p. 178. 


821,000,000 


provided — That no such certificate shall be received, 
which, from the tenor thereof, or from any public record, act, 
or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained to have been 
issued for any purpose other than compensations and expendi- 
tures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late 
war, and the defence of the United States, or of some part there- 
of, during the same. 

“ Resolved — That the interest upon the certificates which shall 
be received in payment of the sums subscribed towards the said 
loan, shall be computed to the last day of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, inclusively; and the interest upon 
the stock, which shall be created by virtue of the loan that may 
be proposed in the domestic debt of the United States. 

“ Resolved — That, if the whole of the sum allowed to be sub- 
scribed in the debt or certificate of any state, as aforesaid, shall 
not be subscribed within the time for that purpose limited, such 
state shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive, from the 
United States, at the rate of (our per centum per annum^ upon 
so much of the said sum as shall not have been so subscribed, in 
trust for the non-subscribing creditors of such state, to be paid in 
like manner as the interest on the stock which may be created 
by virtue of the said loan, and to continue until there shall be a 
settlement of accounts between the United States and the indivi- 
dual states; and, in case a balance shall then appear in favour of 
such state, until provision shall be made for the said balance. 

“But, as certain states have, respectively, issued their own 
certificates in exchange for those of the United States, whereby 
it might happen that interest might be twice payable on the same 
sums: 
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iBi Congress. JResolved — That the payment of interest, whether to states 

s^ session ^ individuals, in respect to the debt of any state, by which 
c^^ttee^ such exchange shall have been made, shall be suspended until it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the secretary of the treasury, 
that certificates issued for that purpose, by such state, have been 
re-exchanged or redeemed, or until those which shall not have 
been re-exchanged or redeemed, shall be surrendered to the 
United States. 

And, it is furtlit«r 

Resolved — That the faith of the United Stales be, and the 
same is hereby, pledged to make like provision for the payment 
of interest on the amount of the stock arising from subscriptions 
to the said loan, with the provision, which shall be made touch- 
ing the loan that may be proposed in the domestic debt of the 
United States j and so much of the debt of each state as shall be 
subscribed to the said loan, shall be a charge against such stale, 
in account with the United States.’^ 

Motions to It was then agreed that the preamble should be postponed. 

moved to amend the first paragraph of the report, 
as follows: — 

After the word ^ persons,’ in the 3d IhiCy strike out, ^ and S. Journub 
upon the same terms as in respect to the loans which may be 
proposed, concerning the domestic debt of the United States,’ 
and insert, after the word < mentioned,’ in the 5th as fol- 
lows: ‘ And the subscribers shall receive certificates for the prin- 
cipal and interest of the sum so subscribed, one of which certifi- 
cates shall purport, that the United States owe to the holder or 
holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum equal to two- 
thirds of the said sum so subscribed, bearing an interest of six 
per centum per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to 
redemption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, the proportion of eight dol- 
lars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certificate^ 
and, to another certificate, purporting that the United States owe 
to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum 
equal to twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents, on every hun- 
dred dollars of the sum so subscribed, which, after the year one 
thousand eight hundred, shall bear an interest of six per centum 
per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemption 
by payments, not exceeding in one year, on account both of prin- 
cipal and interest, the proportion of eight dollars upon a hun- 
dred of the sum mentioned in such certificate: Provided, al~ 
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ways — That it shall not be understood that the United States shall 
be bound or obliged to redeem, in the proportion aforesaid, but it 
shall be understood only that they have a right so to do.^ 

A motion was made to postpone the amendment, with a view 
to take the opinion of the Senate, whether the debts of the indi- 
vidual states shall be assumed by the United States; but this mo- 
tion was decided in the negative, as was also a motion to agree 
to the amendment proposed to the report of the committee. It 
was then resolved that the rule prescribed fbr the second reading 
of bills be adopted, in considering the report of the committee. 
After this, a motion to strike out the words twenty-one mil- 
lions of dollars,” in the first paragraph of the report, and that it 
stand a blank, was determined in the negative. 

The consideration of this report having been resumed on the 
the following day, when the question being put, on motion to 
agree to the following paragraph: — 

Resolved — That a loan be proposed to the amount of twenty- s, 
one millions of dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be P' 
received at the same times and places, by the same persons, and 
upon the same terms, as in respect to the loans which may be 
proposed concerning the domestic debt of the United States, 
subject to the exceptions and qualifications hereafter mentioned:” 

It was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 
Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy- 
ler, Strong. — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, John- 
ston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 11. 

The residue of the paragraph, from the words and that 
the sums,” to the words January last,” inclusive, was then 
agreed to. 

It was then moved to add to the paragraph just agreed to, af- 
ter the words “ January last,” these words, “ and in bills of the 
new emission money due from the states respectively;” but the 
motion was not successful. The clauses of the report, to the end 
of the schedule, were then adopted. A motion to expunge the 
last paragraph of the first resolution as reported ; to wit : from 
the words ‘‘ and provided,” to the word ** same,” inclusive, was 
rejected, and the paragraph was then agreed to. 

The second resolution, as reported, ivas then agreed to. 

It was then moved to amend the third resolution, by striking 
out these words, ‘‘ at the rate of four per centum per annum^* 


1790. 


Journal, 

180 . 




HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


625 


CilAF.VII. Public Debt. 1790L 

mcongrcM. and insert an interest of per centum per annumy at the 

same rate as shall be allowed to the domestic creditors of the 

Motions to United States;” but this motion was not sustained: and the 
amend. ’ i i • 

question being taken on agreeing to the resolution as reported, 

it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Gunn, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stan- 
ton, Walker. — 15. 

Kays — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Foster, King, Langdon, 

Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate. — 11. 

The fourth resolution, with the preamble, was then agreed to. 

It was then moved to expunge, in the last resolution, these 
words, ‘^From subscriptions to the said loan,” and to insert in 
their place the w^ords, “ under this act;” but this motion was de- 
termined in the negative; and the resolution, as reported, was 
agreed to. 

It was then moved to agree to the preamble of the report, 
and the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, 

Schuyler, Strong. — 10. 

Kays — Messrs. Bassett, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Lee, 

Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 10. 

Report and A motion was then made, that the report of the committee, 

together with the bill entitled “ An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,” be referred to a special committee ; 
and the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote ; — 

Feas— Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Gunn, Johnson, Izard, King, 

Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong. — 10. 

Kays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, Fos- 
ter, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Read, 

Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 16. 

The report of the committee was then ordered to another 
reading; and, on the 15th, the report, and the bill making pro- 
vision for the debt of the United States, were committed to 
Messrs. Butler, Morris, Read, Ellsworth, King, Lee, and Strong. 

On the 16th, Mr. Butler, from this committee, made report as 
follows 

Report of “ That, having maturely considered all circumstances, they g. journal, 
committee, opinion, that the principal of the domestic debt should be P- 

VoL. I.-— 79 
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funded agreeably to the third alternative, in the report of the 
secretary of the treasury; and that the interest which may be 
due thereon, including indents, be funded at the rate of three 
per cent per annum; and that whatever sum the legislature 
may think proper to assume of the states’ debts, be funded at 
the proportion of two-thirds thereof, agreeably to the third al- 
ternative in the secretary’s report, and the other third at three 
per cent, per annum, 

“ Your committee further recommend that the resolutions for 
the assumption be added to the funding bill, and the whole made 
one system.” 

The whole of the first paragraph of this report having been 
adopted, the question was put on agreeing to the last, and was 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy- 
ler, Strong. — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, John- 
ston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 11. 

So the report was accepted by the Senate, and the report s. Journal, 
committed on the 15th: the report now agreed to, and the bill 
making provision for the debt of the United States, were recom- 
mitted, with an instruction to the committee to conform the bill 
to the principles of the reports. And, on the following day, Mr. 

Butler, from the committee, reported the bill amended upon the 
principles agreed to; and, on the 19th, the Senate agreed to Id. p. 183. 
amend the bill according to the report. The question on the 
third reading of the bill then came up, when several amend- 
ments were agreed to. A motion was then made further to 
amend the bill in the third section, and to provide for funding of 
the bills of credit issued by the authority of the United States, 
at the rate of forty for one ; but this motion was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Dalton, Foster, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater- 
son, Schuyler, Strong, Wingate. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, 

Stanton, Walker. — 16. 

A motion so to amend the section as that the above-mentioned 
bills of credit be funded at the rate of seventy-five for one, 
was' equally unsuccessful. It was then agreed, in line 23d, to 
strike out seventy-five,” and fund the said bills of credit at the 
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rate of one hundred for one; and to strike out from the original 
bill the proviso in the third section. 

It was then agreed to strike out the whole of section fourth, 
and insert section fourth and fifth amended. 

A motion w^as then made to amend section fourtli of the 
amendment, to read as follows : “ And be it further enacted — That 
for the w^hole, or any part of any sum subscribed to the said loan 
by any person or persons, or body politic, which shall be paid in 
the principal of the said domestic debt, the subscriber or sub- 
scribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting that the 
United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the sum so 
paid, bearing an interest of six per centum, payable quarter year- 
ly, and subject to redemption, by payments, not exceeding, in one 
year, on account, both of principal and interest, the proportion of 
seven dollars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such cer- 
tificate: Provided, always, TJiat it shall not be understood that 
the United States shall be bound or obliged to redeem in the pro- 
portion aforesaid ; but it shall be understood only that they have 
a right so to do;” and the question being taken, it was decided 
in the negative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Gunn, King, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Wal- 
ker. — 6. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, El- 
m?r, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Langdon, 
Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 19. 

It was then moved to amend the first clause of the amend- 
ment agreed to, in the fourth section, so as to read thus : “ And 
he it further enacted — That, for the whole or any part of any 
sum subscribed to the said loan, by any person or persons, or 
body politic, which shall be paid on the principal and interest of 
the said domestic debt, so as to enable the subscribers to the loan 
to pay their subscriptions in interest as well as principal; and the 
question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the nega- 
tive, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Few, Hawkins, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater- 
son, Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, El- 
mer, Foster, Gunn, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, 
Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 

Another motion was then made to amend the amendment 
agreed to, so that the fourth section may provide that the second 
certificate given the subscriber should entitle him to a sum to 
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be expressed therein, equal to the proportion of thirty-three and 
one-third dollars, instead of twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents, upon one hundred of the sum so paid, which, after the 
year eighteen hundred, shall bear an interest of^ix per cent; 
and the question being taken on this motion, it was determined 
in the negative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Elmer, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 

Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Few, Fos- 
ter, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate. — 15. 

It was then moved to amend the fourth section of the amend- s. Journal, 
ment agreed to, as follows: And he it further enacted — That, 
for the whole or any part of any sum subscribed to the said loan, 
by any person or persons, or body politic, which shall be paid on 
the principal of the said domestic debt, the subscriber or sub- 
scribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting that the 
United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their assigns, the whole of the sum by him, her, or them sub- 
scribed, bearing an interest of four per centum per annum^ paya- 
ble quarter yearly, and subject to redemption by payments, not 
exceeding, in one year, on account both of principal and inte- 
rest, the proportion of six dollars upon a hundred of the said 
sum : Provided^ that it shall not be understood that the United 
States shall be bound, or obliged, to redeem in the proportion 
aforesaid, but it shall be understood only, that they have a right 
80 to do;*' and the question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided in the negative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, 

Maclay, Stanton, Wingate. — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Lee, Morris, Paterson, 

Read, Schuyler, Strong, Walker. — 17. 

A motion was then made to amend the last clause of the last 
amendment agreed to, namely, of section fifth, so as to entitle 
the subscriber for any sum subscribed to the said loan, and which 
shall be paid in the interest of the domestic debt, to a certificate 
for such sum subscribed, bearing an interest of six per cent,; and 
the question being taken, it was decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows; — 

JTea^ — Messrs. King, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. 

--5. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, 
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■ — ; Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 20. 

It was then moved to amend the same clause of the same sec- 
tion, so as tO|jpntitle the subscribers, for any sum subscribed to 
the said loan, and which shall be paid in the interest of the do- 
mestic debt, to a certificate for the sum subscribed, bearing an 
interest of four per cent.; and the question being put on this mo- 
tion, it was decided in the negative by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Elmer, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pa- 
terson, Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Maclay, 

Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 

Several other amendments were then made in the bill, and its 
further consideration was postponed till to-morrow. 

The question of the third reading of the bill being resumed on s. journ»], 
the 20th, a motion was then made to strike out the following sec- P* 
tions reported by the committee: — 

Sect. 13. And whereas, a provision for the debts of the re- 
spective states, by the United States, would be greatly conducive 
to an orderly, economical, and effectual arrangement of the pub- 
lic finances: 

‘‘ Be it, therefore, further enacted — That a loan be proposed 
to the amount of twenty-one millions and five hundred thousand 
dollars, and that subscriptions to the said loan be received at the 
same times and places, and by the same persons, as in respect to 
the loan hereinbefore proposed concerning the domestic debt of 
the United States; and that the sums which shall be subscribed 
to the said loan, shall be payable in the principal and interest of 
the certificates or notes, which, prior to the first day of January 
last, were issued by the respective states, as acknowledgments 
or evidences of debts by them respectively owing: Provided — 

That no greater sum shall be received in the certificates of any 


state, than as follows; that is to say: — 

“ In those of New Hampshire, - - - g300,000 

“ In those of Massachusetts, ... 4,000,000 

“ In those of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 200,000 
“ In those of Connecticut, - . - - 1,600,000 

“In those of New York, - - - . 1,200,000 

“ In those of New Jersey, - - - - 800,000 

“In those of Pennsylvania, - - - - 2 , 200,000 


810,300,000 
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“In those of Maryland, 

800,000 

“In those of Virginia, - 

- ^,500,000 

- ",400,000 


“ In those of North Carolina, 


“In those of South Carolina, 

4,000,000 


“ In those of Georgia, 

300,000 

821,500,000 


And provided — That no such 

certificate shall be received, 


which, from the tenor thereof, or from any public record, act, 
or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained, to have been 
issued for any purpose other than compensations and expendi- 
tures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late 
war, and the defence of the United States, or of some part there- 
of, during the same. 

“ Sect. 14. be it further enacted — That, for two-thirds 

of any sum subscribed to the said Joan, by any person or persons, 
or body politic, which shall be paid in the principal and interest 
of the certificates or notes issued as aforesaid, by the respective 
states, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certifi- 
cate, purporting that the U nited States owe to the holder or holders 
thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, 
equal to two-thirds of the aforesaid two-thirds, bearing an inte- 
rest of six per centum per annum^ payable quarter yearly, and 
subject to rederfiption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, 
on account both of principal and interest, the proportion of se- 
ven dollars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certi- 
ficate; and, to another certificate, purporting that the United 
States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, her, or their as- 
signs, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the proportion of 
twenty -six dollars and eighty-eight cents upon a hundred of the 
said two-thirds of such sum so subscribed, which, after the year 
one thousand eight hundred, shall bear an interest of six per cen^ 
turn per annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to re- 
demption by payments, not exceeding, in one year, on account 
both of principal and interest, the proportion of seven dollars 
upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certificate; and 
that, for the remaining third of any sum so subscribed, the sub- 
scriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certificate, purporting 
that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, 
her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the 
said remaining third, bearing an interest of three per centum per 
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annum, payable quarter yearly, and subject to redemption by 
payment of the sum specified therein, whenever provision shall 
be made by law for that purpose. 

Sect, be it further enacted — That the interest s. Journal, 

upon the cemncales which shall be received in payment of the p-186. 
sums subscribed towards the said loan, shall be computed to the 
last day of the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
inclusively; and the interest upon the stock, which shall be cre- 
ated by virtue of the said loan, shall commence or begin to ac- 
crue on the first day of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, and shall be payable quarter yearly, at the same 
time, and in like manner, as the interest on the stock to be cre- 
ated by virtue of the loan above proposed, in the domestic debt 
of the United States. 

Sect. 16. ^nd be it further enacted — That, if the whole 
sum allowed to be subscribed in the debt or certificates of any 
state, as aforesaid, shall not be subscribed within the time for 
that purpose limited, such state shall be entitled to receive, and 
shall receive, from the United States, at the rate of {our per cen- 
tum per annum, upon so much of the said sum as shall not 
have been so subscribed, in trust for the non-subscribing cre- 
ditors of such slate, who are holders of certificates or notes is- 
sued on account of services or supplies towards the prosecution 
of the late war, and the defence of the United States, or of some 
part thereof, to be paid in like manner as the interest on the 
stock which may be created by virtue of the said loan, and to 
continue until there shall be a settlement of accounts between 
the United States and the individual stales; and in case a balance 
shall then appear in favour of such state, until provision shall be 
made for the said balance. 

« Sect. 17. But as certain states have respectively issued their 
own certificates, in exchange for those of the United States, 
whereby it might happen that interest might be twice payable 
on the same sum, 

Be it further enacted — That the payment of interest, 
whether to states or to individuals, in respect to the debt of any 
state, by which such exchange shall have been made, shall be sus- 
pended, until it shall appear, to the satisfaction of the secretary 
of the treasury, that certificates issued for that purpose by such 
state, have been re-exchanged or redeemed, or until those which 
shall not have been re-exchanged or redeemed, shall be surren- 
dered to the United States. 

<< Sect. 18. Jlnd be it further enacted — That so much of the 
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be charged against such state, in account with the United 
States/^ 


The question being taken on the motion to out these 

sections, it was determined in the negative, by the following 
vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 12. 

Na^s — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy- 
ler, Strong. — 14. 

Bill passed Several other amendments were then made; and, on the 21st, s. Journal, 
the bill was read the third time, and on the question of its pas- P* 
mend- amended, the vole stood as follows: — 

ments. Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Johnson, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Read, Schuy- 
ler, Strong. — 14. 

Na^s — Messrs. Bassett, Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Johnston, Lee, Maclay, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 12. 

The bill, as amended, was then sent to the House of Repre- h. Journal, 
sentalives for concurrence; and the amendments were there con- P-277, 
sidered on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, when the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: — 

Resolu- Resolved — That this House do agree to the first, second, 

tions of third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, 

Houso as to * 

amend- twelfth, and thirteenth amendments, with amendments to the 

ments. said seventh amendment, as follow: — 


Amend- “ In the clauses proposed to be inserted by the Senate, in lieu 
ments. fourth section. 

‘‘ Line 12. Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

it 17. Strike out Uwenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 

cents,’ and insert ‘ thirty-three dollars, and one-third of a 
dollar.’ 

Line 19. Strike out ^ eight hundred,’ and insert < seven hun- 
dred and ninety-seven.’ 

Line 23. Strike out ^ seven,’ and insert ‘eight’ 

“ 40. Strike out ‘ three,’ and insert ‘ four.’ ” 


The last amendment proposed by the Senate, being then un- u. p. 278. 
der consideration, namely, adding to the bill several clauses 
“ making a provision for the debt of the United States,” a mo- 
tion was made to disagree to this amendment; and the question 
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1 st Congress, being taken on this motion, it was determined in the necative, 

2tl Session. , ^ n • . 0 7 

— by the following vote: — 

ment^^^of — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, 

House. Contee, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Ileister, 

Jackson, Livemore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlen- 
berg, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sevier, 

Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Stone, Sumpter, Williamson. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, 

Grout, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Partridge, Schurc- 
man, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Sturges, niatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 32. 

The consideration of the amendments was resumed on the H.joumal^ 
2Gth of July, when the same amendment being yet under con- P- 
sideration, a motion was made to amend this amendment by 
adding to the end of the first clause, or section, the following 
proviso : — 

Provided always^ and he it further enacted — That if the 
total amount of the sums which shall be subscribed to the said 
loan in the debt of any state, within the time limited for re- 
ceiving subscription thereto, shall exceed the sum by this act 
allowed to be subscribed within such state, the certificates and 
credits granted to their respective subscribers, shall bear such 
proportion to the sums by them respectively subscribed, as tlic 
total amount of the said sums shall bear to the whole sum so al- 
lowed, to be subscribed in the debt of such state within the 
same; and every subscriber to the said loan shall, at the time of 
subscribing, deposite with the commissioner the certificates or 
notes to be loaned by him.’’ 

Further motion was agreed to; and it was then moved further to 

mend- amend the said amendment, by adding to the end of the first 
clause, or section, this proviso: — 

tdnd provided — That the original holders of certillcates in 
the several states, shall have the exclusive right of subscribing 
for the space of six months from the time in which the offices 
shall be opened in the states respectively, and that the whole of 
their claims shall be funded.” 

The question being taken on this proposition to amend, it was 
decided in the negative, by the following vote; — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Jackson^ 

VoL. I. — 80 
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Madison, jr., Mathews, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Scott, Se- 
ney, Steele, Sumpter, Williamson. — 15. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, 
Cadwalader, Carroll, Clymer, Contee, Fitzsimons||Floyd, Foster, 

Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Ha- 
thorn, Huger, Huntington, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Moore, 
Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sher- 
man, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 45. 

“ Resolved — That the second clause or section of the said ii. .Toumui, 
amendment be amended as followeth: — P* 

Line 13th. Strike out ^ seven,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

Lines 18th and 19th. Strikeout ‘twenty-six dollars and 
eighty-eight cents,’ and insert ‘ thirty-three dollars and one-third 
of a dollar.’ 

“Line 21st. Strikeout ‘eight hundred,’ and insert ‘seven 
hundred and ninety-seven.’ 

“ Lme 25th, Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘ eight. ’ 

“ Line 31st. Strike out ‘ three,’ and insert ‘ four.’ 

A motion was then made further to amend the said amend- 
ment, by striking out the fourth clause or section, in the words 
following : — 

“ And be it further enacted — That if the whole sum allowed to 
be subscribed in the debt or certificates of any state, as aforesaid, 
shall not be subscribed within the time for that purpose limited, 
such state shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive, from the 
United States, an interest per centum per annum, upon so 
much of the said sum as shall not have been so subscribed, equal 
to that which would have accrued on the deficiency, had the same 
been subscribed, in trust for the non-subscribing creditors of such 
state, who are holders of certificates or notes issued on account 
of services or supplies towards the prosecution of the late war, 
and the defence of the United States, or of some part thereof, to 
be paid in like manner as the interest on the stock which may 
be created by virtue of the said loan, and to continue until there 
shall be a settlement of accounts between the United States and 
the individual states; and, in case a balance shall then appear in 
favour of such state, until provision shall be made for the said 
balance. 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative by the following vote : — 
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ist congresH. Atjes — ^MessFs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Contee, Gil- 

^ man, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, Van Rensselaer, Se- 
vier, Williamson. — 13. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwa- 
lader, Carroll, Ciymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, 

Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, 
Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., Muhlenberg, Page, Par- 
ker, Partridge, Schureman, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Silves- 
ter, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 

Steele, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

Vining, Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 47. 

The main question being then put, that the House agree to the n. journal, 
said amendment proposed by the Senate, for adding to the end P- 
of the bill several clauses “ making a provision for the debts of 
the respective states,” as now amended, it was determined in the 
affirmative by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Ciymer, Fitzsimons, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Goodhue, Grout, 

Huger, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Partridge, Schure- 
man, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South 
Carolina, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, Vining, 
Wadsworth, White, Wynkoop. — 34. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Coles, Con- 
tee, Floyd, Gilman, Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Jackson, 
Livermore, Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, 

Parker, Van Rensselaer, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Steele, Stone, Williamson. — 28. 

The Senate, on the 27th of July, ordered the resolutions of the g. journal, 
House to be printed ; and, on the following day, proceeded to P- 
consider the same, and the amendments of the House to the 
amendments of the Senate, and 

Resola- Resolved — That they agree to the first amendment, to wit: 

tion of Se- ]2th. Strike out ‘ seven,’ and insert ‘ eight.’ 

nate. 

This reserves to the United States the power to redeem, at 
their option, of the sum borrowed, at the rate of eight per cent, 
per annum. 

On motion to agree to the second amendment; to wit: — line u. p. I 9 i. 
17. Strike out < twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight cents/ and in- 
sert ^ thirty -three dollars and one-third of a dollar;’ ” the question 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. — 12, 
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istcongre*8. Navs — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, 
Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 13. 

The numbers being equal, the casting vote of the Vice-Presi- 
dent determined the question in the affirmative. 

The effect of this amendment is to entitle the subscriber to a 
second certificate for thirty-three and one-third dollars of the 
sum subscribed, instead of twenty-six dollars and eighty-eight 
cents, in every hundred; his second, or deferred certificate, to 
bear an interest of six per cent,^ after the year 1800, 

Action of It was moved to disagree to the third amendment; to wit: — 

Strike out ‘ eight hundred,^ and insert ^ seven hun- 
raents of d red and ninety-seven;’ ” by which the subscriber will be en- 
House. titled to an interest of six per cent, on his deferred certificate, 
after the year 1797, instead of 1800. The question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided as follows: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Haw- 
kins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Gunn, Henry, Izard, 

King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Walker. — 12. 

The numbers being again equal, the Vice-President gave his 
casting vote in favour of the amendment. 

The fourth amendment to the amendments: — ^^Line 23d, strike 
out ‘ seven,’ and insert height,’ ” thus providing that the United 
States may redeem, by annual payments, on account of principal 
and interest, at the rate of eight per cent, instead of seven per 
cent, per annum, was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the fifth 
amendment, namely: — Line 40ih, strike out ^ three,’ and in- 
sert ‘four,’” which provides tliat the subscribers shall be en- 
titled to an interest of four, instead of three, per cent, for such 
part of their subscription as they may pay in the arrears of in- 
terest, including indents. The question being taken on agree- 
ing to this amendment, it was decided in the negative, by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Dalton, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pa- 
terson, Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Read, Stan- 
ton, Strong, Wingate. — 16. 

The sixth amendment to the amendments was agreed to, as 
follows: — Provided, also, and be it further enacted — That, 
if the total amount of the sums which shall be subscribed to the 
jsaid loan, in the debt of any state, within the time limited for 
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let Congress, receiving subscriptions thereto, shall exceed the sum by this act 

^ allowed to be subscribed within such state, the certificates and 

s^iaic^^on credits granted to the respective subscribers shall bear such pro- 
the amend- portion to the sums by them respectively subscribed, as the total 
lioiii amount of the said sums shall bear to the whole sum so allowed 
to be subscribed, in the debt of such state, within the same; and 
every subscriber to the said loan shall, at the time of subscribing, 
depositc with the commissioner the certificates or notes to be 
loaned by him. 

The Senate also agreed to the seventh amendment to the 
amendments; namely: — ^^In the second clause or section, line 
13th, strike out ^ seven, ^ and insert ^cight.”^ This applies to 
the assumed debt, and provides that the United States may re- 
deem, by annual payments, on account of principal and interest, 
at the rate of eight per cent, instead of seven cent, per an- 
num. 

It was then moved to agree to the eighth amendment; name- 
ly : — Lines 18th and 19th, strike out ‘twenty-six dollars and 
eighty-eight cents/ and insert ^ thirty-three dollars and one-third 
of a dollar.^ This applies to the assumed part of the debt, and 
will entitle the subscriber to a second certificate for thirty-three 
dollars and one-third of a dollar cent,^ instead of twenty-six 
dollars and eighty-eight cents on every hundred; the said second 
certificate to be on interest at six i)cr cent, after the year 1800. 

The question being put on the motion to agree, it was decided 
in the afiirmative by the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Johnston, Izard, s. Journal, 
King, Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Walker. 1^* 

-—13. 

JYays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Lee, Read, Stanton, Wingate. — 11. 

The next motion in order was, to agree to the ninth airiend- 
ment to the amendments; namely: line 21st, strike out “eight 
hundred,” and insert, “ seven hundred and ninety-seven.” This 
provides, as it applies to the assumed debts, that the subscriber 
shall be entitled to an interest of six per cent,, on the deferred 
part of the sum subscribed after the year 1797, instead of 1800. 

The question being taken on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Morrb, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong. — 11. 

Kays — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 

Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Walker, Wingate. — 13. 
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A motion was then made to reconsider the third amendment 
to the amendments of the Senate ; which was decided in the af- 
firmative, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Paterson, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate. — 16. 

Nat/s — Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the third amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the amendments of 
the Senate, and was decided in the negative, by the following 
vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Gunn, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

JVuT/s — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Dalton, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Paterson, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate. — 10. 

It was then moved to agree to the tenth amendment to the 
amendments; namely: ‘‘line 25th, strike out ‘seven,’ and insert 
‘ eight.’ ” This applies to the assumed part of the debt, as the 
seventh amendment applies to the domestic debt. The <;pie6tion 
being taken on the motion to agree, it was decided as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Izard, King, 
Langdon, Morris, Paterson, Schuyler, Strong, Walker. — 12. 

JVai/s — Messrs. Bassett, Carroll, Ellsworth, Few, Foster, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Johnston, Lee, Read, Stanton, Wingate. — 12. 

The numbers being equal, the Vice-President gave the cast- 
ing vote in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made to agree to the eleventh amendment 
to the amendments of the Senate; namely: line 31st, strike out 
“ three,” and insert “ four.” This provides, as it applies to the 
assumed debts, that the subscriber shall be entitled to an interest 
of four per cent, instead of three per cent., for one-third of the 
sum by him subscribed. The question being taken on this mo- 
tion to agree, it was determined in the negative, by the follow- 
ing vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Dalton, Henry, King, Langdon, Morris, Pater- 
son, Schuyler, Walker. — 8. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Carroll, Ellsworth, Elmer, Few, 

Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Johnston, Izard, Lee, Read, Stanton, 

Strong, Wingate. — 16. 

The proceedings of the Senate upon these amendments were h. JouitoI, 
then ordered to be communicated to the House of Representa- P* ^83. 
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ist Congress. tivGs ; and the House, on the 29th, proceeded to consider this 
communication. It was then moved that the House recede from 
their disagreement to the third amendment proposed to the se- 
venth amendment of the Senate^ to the bill ; and the question 
being taken on this motion, it was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows : — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, n. journal, 
Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, Goodhue, Griffin, l^- 
Grout, Hartley, Keister, Huger, Huntington, Lee, Leonard, Li- 
vermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, Tucker, 

Vining, Wynkoop, Williamson. — 33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Bloodvvorth, Coles, Conlcc, 

Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Hathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, Madison, 
jr., Mathews, Moore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Sency, Sevier, Silvester, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Trumbull, White. — 27. 

It was then moved that the House recede from their disagree- 
ment to the fifth amendment, proposed to the seventh amend- 
ment of the Senate, to the bill. And the question being taken 
on this motion, it was decided in the affirmative, by the follow- 
ing vote: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Burke, Cadwalader, 

Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Fl^d, Gale, Goodhue, Grout, 

Hartley, Heister, Huger, Huntington, l^ee, Leonard, Livermore, 
Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, 

Silvester, Sinnickson, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Blood worth, Coles, Con tee, id. p. 285i. 
Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Griffin, Hathorn, Jackson, Lawrance, 

Madison, jr., Mathews, Moore, Page, Parker, Van Rensselaer, 

Seney, Sevier, Smith, of Maryland, Steele, Slurgc.s, Sumpter, 
Trumbull, Vining, White. — 27. 

The House then receded from their third and fifth amend- 
ments proposed to the last amendment of the Senate, and the 
Bill passed, bill was thus passed. 

Bill to as- Hn the 3d of August, 1790, the House of Representatives ap- id. p. 287 . 
sume debt pointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Jackson, Page, and 
^ Trumbull, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, making further 
provision for the debt of the United States, so far as rcsj)ects the 
assumption of the debt of Georgia. And, on the same day, 

[H.b. 94.) Mr. Jackson, from this committee, presented a bill which was id. p. 288. 
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Jjt^ongress. then read the first time; and, on the following day, received the 

■ second reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 

house. The House then resolved itself into committee on the 
bill, and several amendments were reported and agreed to by 
the House. The question being then put on the engrossment of 
mil reject- decided in the negative; and, consequently, the 

bill was rejected. 

The House of Representatives, on the 7th of August, went ii. journal, 
into a committee of the whole house on the state of the Union, P* 
to which committee had been referred some communications 
from the secretary of the treasury. The following resolutions 
were then reported from this committee, and agreed to by the 
House: — 

Resolution Besolved — That the sum of fifty thousand dollars, out of the 
astorcduc^ nioneys arising from the duties on imposts and tonnage, be re- 
tion of served and appropriated for satisfying demands against the 
debt. United States, not otherwise specially provided for; and that an 
act for that purpose ought to be passed the present session. 

Resolved — That out of the moneys reserved during the pre- 
sent session, for the support of government from the duties on 
imposts and tonnage, a sum not exceeding thirty-eight thousand 
and eight hundred and ninety-two dollars, and seventy-five 
cents, be appropriated for tjjp payment of the debts contracted 
by Abraham Skinner, late commissary of prisoners, for the sub- 
sistence of the officers of the late army while in captivity. 

Resolved — That provision, by law, should be immediately 
made for the appropriation of the surplus sum which shall re- 
main in the treasury after all the appropriations made during the 
present session shall be satisfied, in conformity to the tenor of 
the report of the secretary of the treasury.’’ 

Blllmak- It was then ordered that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Vining, Madi- id. p. 294 
ing provi- son, Ames, and Benson, be a committee to prepare and brine in 
reduction ^ conformity with the preceding resolutions. And, on the id. p. 295. 

be Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, presented a bill 

making provision for the reduction of the public debt, which 
was read the first and second time, and committed to a commit- 
[H.B.lOl.] tee of the whole house. The bill was, on the same day, consi- 
dered in committee, and several amendments were reported, 
which were agreed to: after which the bill was read the third 
time, and passed. The bill received the first reading in the Se- s. Joimiui. 
nate on the same day; and, on the 10th, it was read the second p. 206,207 
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istconprosB. time, after an unsuccessful motion to postpone its further consi- 
deration. It was then agreed to expunge these words in the 3d 
line of the preamble, “ to the present session:” and, also, in 
the 4th and 5th lines ^ to expunge the words by counteracting 
the purchase thereof by foreigners, below its true value, will, at 
the same time.” And, in the 2d line of the 2d section, to 
strike out the words ‘‘five commissioners, who shall be.” A 
motion was then made to strike out, in the 6th line of the 2d 
section, the words ‘‘openly and;” but it did not prevail- Ano- 
ther unsuccessful motion was then made to insert, in the 10th 
line of the 2d section, after “ reservations,” the words “ and 
not less than five hundred thousand dollars.” 

It was then agreed to expunge, in the 12th Ihie of the 2d sec- 
tion, these words, “ of the product after the said last day of De- 
cember next:” 

“ To insert, at the end o£ section 2d, these words, ‘and the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels, after the last day of December next.’ 

“ To expunge section 3d, Imc 4th, the word ‘ commissioners,’ 
and insert ‘ five persons, or any three of them.’ 

“ To expunge, lines 0 and 7, the words ‘ by them.’ 

“ To amend the proviso to lead as follows: ^Provided — That 
out of the interest arising on the debt to be purchased in manner 
aforesaid, there shall be appropriated and applied a sum not ex- 
ceeding the rate of eight per centum per a7inum^ on account both 
of principal and interest, towards the repayment of the two mil- 
lions of dollars so to be borrowed.” 

It was then unanimously agreed that the bill should be read 
Bill passed, the third time; and it was read the third lime and passed. On 
the 11th, the House considered and agreed to the amendments of 
the Senate. 


M Congress. 
Session 


Off the 19th of November, 1792, the President laid before the 
■ Senate a letter signed Thomas Jefferson, in behalf of the trustees 
of the Sinking Fund, who were appointed pursuant to the act, 
sjoners of entitled “An act making provision for the reduction of the pub- 
>ng lie debt,” enclosing their accounts, and stating that, “ from the 25th 

of October, 1791, there have been purcha.sed, of various denomi- 
nations of the public debt, to the amount of $364,093 13 cents; 
and that, since the commencement of the business, $1,495,457 89 
cents of said debt have been purchased, for which the sum of 
$967,821 65 cents, in specie, have been paid.” 

A similar communication was made to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

^ You I.— 81 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 297. 


1792. 


S. Journal, 
p. 459. 


H. Journal, 

p. 621. 
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Report of 
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At the third session of the first Congress, on the 21st of Decern- h. Journal, 
her, 1790, a letter and report from the commissioners appointed P* 
by the act, passed at the last session, entitled “An act making 
provision for the reduction of the public debt,” stating the amount 
of the purchases which had been made of the public debt, in 
pursuance of the powers vested in them by that act, were laid 
before the House of Representatives. 


The report was laid before the Senate on the same day, as s. Journal, 
follows:— p. 223,224, 

“ Philadelphia^ December 21s/, 1790. 

“ The Vice-President of the United States and President of 
the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the Attorney General, respectfully re- 
port to the Congress of tlic United States of America : 

“ That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision 
for the reduction of the public debt,’ they, on the 2Cth day of 
August last, convened at the city of New York, and entered upon 
the execution of the trust thereby reposed in them. 

“That, in conformity to a resolution agreed upon by them on 
the 27th, and approved by the President of the United States on 
the 28th of the said month, they have caused purchases of the 
s^id debt to be made, through the agency of Samuel Meredith, 
treasurer of the United States, which, on the 6th day of Decem- 
ber instant, amounted to two hundred and seventy-eight thousand 
six hundred and eighty-seven dollars and thirty cents, and for 
which thejre have been paid one hundred and fifty thousand two 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and twenty-four cents, in specie ; 
as will more particularly appear by a return of the said Samuel 
Meredith, confirmed by an authenticated copy of his account, 
settled at the treasury of the United Stales, which are herewith 
submitted, and prayed to be received as part of this report, and 
in which are specified the places where, the times when, the 
prices at which, and the persons of whom, the snid purchases have 
been made. 

“ Signed, by .order of the board, 

“ John Adams.” 


^‘Theasubt Depabtmewt, J 
Auditor's Office, Dec. 20, 1790. S 

^ I have examined and adjusted an account between the 
United States and Samuel Meredith, Esq., agent to the trustees 
named in the act of Congress, passed on the 12th day of August, 
1790, for reducing the domestic debtj for purchases of said debt 
madje before the 7th day of December, 1790; and find thnt the 
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said Samuel Meredith, Esq., is debited in the books of the treasu- 
ry for the sum advanced to him on account of said agency, 

$‘ 200,000 00 


‘‘ I also find that the following purchases have 
been made by said agent : — 


In certificates of registered debt, issued by the re- 
gister of the treasury, exclusive of interest, since 
the first day of January, 1788, purchased at thir- 
teen shillings in the pound, - - - - 

“ In certificates, purchased at twelve shillings and ten 
pence in the pound, ----- 
“In said certificates, purchased at twelve shillings and 
sixpence in the pound, - . - - 

“In funded six per cent, stock on the books of the 
treasury, purchased at fourteen shillings in the 

pound, 

“ In funded three per cent, stock on the books of the 
treasury, purchased at seven shillings and two 
pence two farthings in the pound, - - - 

“ In deferred six per cent, stock on the books of tlic 
treasury, purchased at six shillings in the pound, 
“ In indents of interest issued by direction of the late 
board of treasury, purchased at seven shillings and 
four pence in the pound, - - - _ 

“In said indents of interest, purchased at seven shil- 
lings and two pence in the pound, - - - 

“ In warrants drawn on the treasury for said indents, 
purchased at seven shillings and four pence in the 

pound, 

“In said warrants, purchased at seven shillings and 
two pence in the pound, - - - . 

“In arrearages of interest on certificates, calculated 
to the first day of January, 1788, for which pay- 
ment was made, as for indents, at seven shillings 
and two pence in the pound, . . - 

Amounting to - - - - 


54,404 99 
1,500 00 
87,434 95 

60,688 54 

10,484 14 
13,262 49 

299 00 
19,988 12 

800 30 
3,462 16 

455 23 
8252,869 92 


“ On the certificates of registered debt before men- 
tioned, amounting, in the whole, to 8143,429 94, 
interest was due from January Ist, 1788, in addi- 
tion to the sums before stated, which interest, cal- 
culated to the Ist day of January, 1791, would 
amount to ------- 25, SIT 38 

“ The amount of the domestic debt extinguished by 
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the purchases of the said agent, including inte- 
rest thereon to January 1, 1791, is therefore, 278,687 30 

“For which purchases, the said agent has paid, in spe- 
cie, at the rates before mentioned, agreeably to a 
particular statement of his accounts, herewith 

transmitted, the sum of 150,239 24 

“ Leaving a balance in his hands, of specie, for which 
he is to be debited in a future settlement of his 
accounts, the sum of - - - - - 49,760 76 

S200,000 00 


“ The statement on which this report is founded, and the in- 
dents and warrants for indents before mentioned, arc herewith 
transmitted for the decision of the comptroller of the treasury 
thereon. 

‘‘ Oliver Wolcott, jun., Auditor, 

‘‘To Nicholas Evelejgij, Esq., 

“ Comptroller of the treasury of the United Slates,^ 

“ Admitted and certified, 

“ Nicholas Eveleigh, Comptroller.^^ 

“Teeaburt Department, > 

‘ Register's Office, December 21, 1790. > 

“ The foregoing statement of Samuel Meredith, agent. to the 
trustees named in the act passed on the 12th day of August, 
1790, for the reduction of the public debt, his account of moneys 
received, and purchases made, under the said act, to the sixth in- 
stant inclusively, is a true copy of the original transmitted to me 
by the comptroller of the treasury, to be entered in the treasury 
books, the said original being filed on record in this office. 

“ Joseph Nourse, Register'^ 

On the same day, a memorial and remonstrance of the public 
creditors, citizens of Pennsylvania, was presented to the House, 
representing the insufficiency of the provision for the public cre- 
ditors, made by the above named act, and praying that a more 
adequate provision might be made. Similar memorials and re- 
monstrances, from citizens of New Jersey, who were also public 
creditors, were presented on the 18th of December, 1790, and 12th 
of January, 1791. These memorials were ordered to lie on the 
table. 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
p. 340. 

Id. p. 344. 
Id. p. 353. 


pSi dlwct- On the 14th of December, a committee was appointed by the id. p. 336. 
House of Representatives to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, 
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1 st Congress, directing the mode in which the evidences of the debt of the 

r~t~evi — United States, which have been, or may be, lost or destroyed, 

dences of shall be renewed ; and Messrs. Lee, Trumbull, and Cudwaladcr, 

debt may Y^rere appointed of this committee. And, on the 28th, Mr. Lee, 
DC renew- * * 

ed. from this committee, presented a bill, which w^as then read the 

on the next day, received the second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 7th 
and 10th of January, 1701, the bill was under the consideration 
of the committee, and several amendmentshaving been reported, 
which were agreed to by the House, the bill, as amended, was 
ordered to be recommitted to Messrs. Lawrance, Sedgwick, Car- 
roll, CJymer, Williamson, Sherman, and Sturges. Mr. J^awrance, 
on the 25th, from this committee, reported an amendatory bill, 
W'hich was then read the first time, and, on the next day, received 
Notfinally the second reading, and was committed to a committee of the 
acted on. -^^^ole house. There was no further action on this bill. 


Motion. It was moved on the 3d of February, 1791, that the House 
come to the following resolution: — 

“Whereas, certain certificates or evidences of debt, dated af- 
ter the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety, have been issued by one or more of the states, which cer- 
tificates purport that they w'crc issued in lieu of certain other 
certificates, dated prior to the first of January, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety; and the certificates of the first description 
are, on account of their date, not received by the loan officer, as 
subscriptions to the loan proposed by the United States, although 
the certificates, in lieu of which they were issued, are clearly 
within the description of the law, and would, if not cancelled, be 
recoverable at the loan office : Therefore, 

Resolved — That all certificates of the first description above, 
be received at the loan offices, as other evidences of the debt of 
the several states are, by law, receivable.” 


Referred 
to tlie se- 
cretary of 
the trea- 
sury. 

Bill con- 
cerning 
certificates 
or evi- 
dences of 
the public 
debt 




It was then ordered that this motion be referred to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, with instruction to examine the same, and 
report his opinion to the House. 

On the 25th of February, the speaker laid before the House 
a letter from the secretary of the treasury, covering his report 
respecting certificates or evidences of debt issued after the 1st 
of January, 1790, which report was, on the 1st of March, re- 
ferred to Messrs. Lawrance, Tucker, and Wadsworth, with in- 
struction to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant there- 
to. Mr. Lawrance, on the next day, presented a bill concerning 


H. Journal, 
p. 344. 


1791. 


H. Journal, 
p. 351. 


Id. p. 362, 
363. 


Id. p. 369. 


IL Journal, 
p.392. 

Id. p. 398. 

Id. p. 400. 
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certain certificates or evidences of the public debt, which was 
then read the first time. This bill was not further acted on. 


At the first session of the second Congress, on the 3d of No- 
vember, 1791, Messrs. Sedgwick, Giles, and Dayton, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill directing the 
mode in which the evidences of the debt of the United States, 
which have been lost or destroyed, shall be renewed. And on the 
9th, Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill, which was then read the first 
time; and, on the following day, received (he second reading, and 
was committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill 
was considered in committee on the 17th, when several amend- 
ments were reported, which, after discussion, were agreed to on 
the 18th, when the question being put on the engrossment of the 
bill, it was decided in the negative; and the bill was therefore 
rejected. 


A MOTION Was submitted to the House of Representatives on 
the 14th of January, 1791, and agreed to, that a committee be 
appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause the debt due to foreign 
officers, the interest whereof is now payable in Paris, at the rate 
of six per cent, per annum, to be paid and discharged. And Messrs. 
Sedgwick, Benson, and Sevier, were appointed of this commit- 
tee. Mr. Sedgwick, on the 19th, presented, from this commit- 
tee, a bill which was then read the first and second time, and re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole house. The bill was consi- 
dered in committee on the 10th of February, when no amend- 
ment being reported, it was ordered to the third reading. And 
on the next day, the bill was read the third time and passed. On 
the 11th and 12th, the bill was read the first and second time, in 
the Senate, and was committed to Messrs. Maclay, Dickinson, 
and Wingate. Mr. Maclay made a report from this committee 
on the 22d of February, and on the 23d, the report was taken 
up for consideration, and rejected. 

Various petitions having been presented to the House of Re- 
presentatives, on the subject of increasing the security to public 
creditors, a motion was submitted, on the 24th of February, that 
the House come to the following resolution : — 

“ Resdved — That it would be inexpedient to alter the system 


1791. 


H. Journal, 
p.447. 


Id. p. 451. 


Id. p. 456, 
457. 


Id. p. 354. 


Id. p. 357. 


Id. p. 374, 
375. 


S. Journal, 
p. 261. 263. 


Id. p. 278, 
279. 


H. Journal, 
p. 389. 
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for funding the public debt, established during the last session of 
Congress ; and that the petition of Thomas M‘Kcan and others, 
styling themselves a committee of the public creditors of the com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and also the other petitions on that 
subject, cannot be granted.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the ii.jounial, 
affirmative, by the following vote: — p. 390. 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Boudinot, Bourne, 

Brown, Burke, Cadwaladcr, Clymer, Contcc, Fitzsimons, Floyd, 

Foster, Gale, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Giles, Huntington, 

Jackson, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Livermore. Madison, Jr. Ma- 
thews, Moore, Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Sedgwick, Scncy, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, 

Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Stone, 

Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull. Tucker, Vining, Wads- 
worth, White, Williamson, Wynkoop. — 53. 

JVoes — Messrs. Gerry, Scott. — 2. 

In the Senate, on the 21st of December, 1790, a motion, in ijgo. 
reference to the same petitions, had been submitted, as follows: — 

D 224 225 

Resolved — As the opinion of the Senate, that any deviation ’ 
from the principles of the system contained in the act, entitled 
‘An act making provision for the debt of the United Stales,’ 
would be dangerous and inexpedient.” 

This motion was taken up for consideration on the 23d, when 
it was moved to postpone this resolution, and substitute the fol- 
lowing: — 

Resolved — That it would be inexpedient to alter the system 
for funding the public debt, established during the last session of 
Congress; and that the petition of Thomas M‘Kean and others, 
styling themselves a committee of the public creditors of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, cannot be granted.’^ 

The question being taken on the motion to substitute the lat- 
ter resolution, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, 

Elmer, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Maclay, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 20. 

Nay — Mr. Morris. — 1. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 
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istnongreBs. The Senate, on the 16th of December, 1790, ordered that 

3d tiV'BHion. ^ ^ 

Messrs. Schuyler, Hawkins, and Ellsworth be a committee to 
plement- bring in a bill supplementary to the act, entitled An act making 
further provision for the payment of the debts of the United 
further States.’’ For the complexion of the bill to which this is sup- 
^vis^on plementary, the reader is referred to the 3d chapter of this vo- 
nicntof U. lume, page 372 — 3S4. Mr. Schuyler on the same day, reported 
a bill, which was read the first time; and, on the following day, 
[S. B. 14.] a dispensation of the rule, received the second and third 
Bill passed, readings, and was passed. In the House this bill was read the 
first time on the 17th; and, on the 20th and 21st, went through 
the other stages. 


Hutch Do the 25th of February, 1791, the secretary of the treasury 
loan. commmunicated to the two houses the following report, the sub- 
ject having been referred to the opening speech of the President 
of the United Slates, at the commencement of the session: — 

Report of The secretary of the treasury, in obedience to the orders of 

secretary President of the United States, as signified in his speech at 

of the ti'ea- . ^ r i • r i n 

suiy as to the opening of the present session, respectfully informs the Se- 

tenns. House of Representatives, — 

That the terms of the loan of three millions of florins, men- 
tioned by the President as having been negotiated in Holland, 
are as follow: — 

The rate of interest is five per cent.^ but the charges form 
a deduction from the principal sum of four and a half per cent,; 
which will occasion the real interest to be paid on the sum actu- 
ally received by the United States to be equal to five and a quar- 
ter cent, nearly. 

^‘The reimbursement is to be made in six equal instalments, 
commencing in the year 1800, and ending in the year 1804; but 
it is in the option of the United States to reimburse the whole 
or any part of the sum borrowed, at any time they may think 
proper. 

“ That the disposition which has been made of the above- 
mentioned sum, is as follows: — 

“One million five hundred thousand florins has been applied, 
pursuant to the directions of the President of the United States, 
as a payment to France. 

<< A further sum of about one hundred and sixty thousand flo- 
rins will also have been appropriated towards a payment, on ac- 
count of the Dutch loans which became due on the first day of 
February last, including a premium of seventy thousand florins. 


1790. 


S. Journal, 

p. 222. 


H. Journal, 
p. 339,340. 


1791. 


H. .lourna), 
p. 391. 

S. Journal, 
p. 286, 287. 
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The residue is in a situation to be disposed of as may be 
judged expedient 

A doubt arises how far this loan may be within the meaning 
of the “act making provision for the reduction of the public 
debl/^ on account of the limitation of the rate of interest, which, 
taking the charges of the loan into calculation, would be some- 
what exceeded: and though it is presumed that that limitation 
was not intended to exclude the addition of the ordinary charges, 
yet a point of so much delicacy appears to require legislative ex- 
planation. 

“ The secretary of the treasury begs leave to observe that it is, 
in his judgment, highly expedient, and very important to the ge- 
neral operations of the treasury, that the above-mentioned loan 
should be deemed to be included within the meaning of the afore- 
said act. The residue may, in this case, be applied with mate- 
rial advantage to the purposes of that act, and the part which has 
been otherwise applied may be hereafter replaced. All which is 
humbly submitted. 

Alexander Hamilton, 

“ Secretary of the Treasury. 

** Trtaaury Department February 24/A, 17'91." 

This communication was, in the Senate, ordered to lie for con- h. Journal, 
sideration. In the House of Representatives, it was referred to 
Messrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, and Smith, of South Carolina, 
and, on the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons presented a bill supple- 
mentary to the act making provision for the reduction of the 
public debt, which was then read the first and second lime, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. On the 1st of id. p. 398. 
March, the bill was considered in committee and reported with- s. Journal, 
out amendment, was read the third time and passed, and was sent P-297,298, 
to the Senate in the following form: — 

“ Whereas, it hath been made known to Congress that the 
President of the United States, in consequence of the several 
acts, the one, entitled < An act making provision for the debt of 
the United States,’ the other, entitled ‘An act making provision 
for the reduction of the public debt,’ or one of them, hath caused 
a certain loan to be made in Holland, on account of the United 
States, to the amount of three millions of florins, bearing an inte- 
rest of five per centum per annum, and reimbursable in six yearly 
instalments, commencing in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and six, or at any time sooner, in whole or in part, at the option 
of the United States. 

VoL. I. — 82 
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istconfreis. <<And whereas it hath also been stated to Congress, that the 

charges upon the said loan have amounted to four and a half per 

centum, whereby a doubt hath arisen whether the said loan be 
within the meaning of the said last-mentioned act, which limits 
the rate of interest to five per centum per annum: 

‘‘And whereas it is expedient that the said doubt be removed: — 

^'Sccticm 1. Be it enacted and declared, hy the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled — That the loan aforesaid shall be deemed and construed 
to be within the true intent and meaning of the said act, entitled 
‘An act making provision for the reduction of the public debt;’ 
and that any further loan, to the extent of the principal sum air- 
thorized to be borrowed by the said act, the interest whereof 
shall be five per centum per an7ium, and the charges whereof shall 
not exceed the said rate of four and a half per centum, shall, in 
like manner, be deemed and construed to be within the true in- 
tent and meaning of the said act.’’ 

The bill was read the first lime on the 2d of March, and was 
then discussed; and, on the following day, the second reading 
Passed, look place, and the bill was then read the third time, and passed 
with the following amendments: — 

“ In the preamble, line 2, expunge from the word ‘of’ to the 
word ‘ an,’ in the 3d line. 

“ Line 4. Expunge these words, ‘ or one of them.’ ” 

These amendments were agreed to by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


ai con<(rosi. At the commencement of tlie first session of the second Con- 

g^css, the President invoked the attention of the two houses to 
the public debt, and the condition of the subscriptions to the 
loans proposed, stating, at the same time, that a further loan of 
two millions and a half of florins had been completed in Holland, 
and that another, for six millions, had been set on foot. On the 
Ist of November, 1791, the House of Representatives adopted the 
following order: — 

Call on se- Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 

cretary of report to the House the amount of the subscriptions to the loans 

the trea* * ^ 

suiy. proposed by the act making provision for the public debt, as well 

in the debts of the respective states, as in the domestic debt of 

the United States, and of the parts which remain unsubscribed, 

together with such measures as are, in his opinion, expedient to 

be taken on the subject.” 


1791 . 


S. Journal, 
p. 309. 


H. Journal, 
p. 404. 


Id. p. 437. 


Id. p. 445. 
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On the 7th of February, 1792, the speaker laid before the h. Journal, 
House a report from the secretary of the treasury in obedience ^ 53 ^ 5 ^* 
to this requisition, which was committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The report was taken up for consideration in com- 
mittee on the 22 d, 28th, 29th, SOtb, 31st of March, and 2 d of 
April, when the following resolutions were reported : — 

Resolved — ^That the term for receiving, on loan, that part of id. p.557, 
the domestic debt of the United States which yet remains unsub- 
scribed, be extended to the first day of next, on the same 

terms as were provided by the act making provision for the public 
debt of the United States. 

Resolved — ^That provision ought to be made for payment of 
the interest on the unsubscribed part of the domestic debt of the 

United States, to the first day of , one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety , on like terms as was provided by the 

act aforesaid. 

“ Resolved — That the time for receiving, on loan, that pari of 
the debt of the individual states, assumed by the United States, 

yet unsubscribed, be extended to the first day of next, 

on the same terms as is provided by the act making provision for 
the public debt. 

“ Resolved — That a subscription for a further loan in the debts 
of the individual states be opened and continued to the first day 
of next, not to exceed, in the whole, millions of dol- 
lars, in the proportions following ; that is to say : — 

“ In the debt of New Hampshire, , 

Massachusetts, , 

Rhode Island, , 

Connecticut, , 

New York, , 

New Jersey, , 

Maryland, , 

Virginia, , 

North Carolina, , 

South Carolina, , 

Georgia, , 

“ Provided — That the interest on such loan shall not be paya- 
ble before the day of : And provided — That when 

the sum, to be assumed for any state, shall not be subscribed by 
the holders of any of the evidences in which the same is made re- 
ceivable, the state shall not be entitled to receive interest on the 
residue. 
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Besolved — ^That the subscriptions to the aforesaid loans in 
state debt, be payable in such certiticates, bills, notes, and evi* 
deuces of debt whatsoever, as shall have been issued by the re* 
spective states, and by the several commissioners of loans of the 
United States, on account of the excesses of the sums subscribed 
in certain states, beyond the sums heretofore assumed for such 
states : Prewided — That no such certiheates, bills, notes, or evi- 
dences of debts of the respective states, shall be receivable upon 
the said loan, which, fron^ the tenor thereof, from any public re- 
cord, act, or document, shall appear, or can be ascertained to 
have been issued for purposes irrelative to compensations and ex- 
penditures for services or supplies towards the prosecution of the 
late war, and the defence of the United Slates, or of some part 
thereof during the same ; but this shall not be construed to ex- 
clude any certificate, bill, note, or evidence of debt, which shall 
have been issued in lieu or on account of any other certificate, 
bill, note, or evidence of debt, which was itself issued, in relation 
to such compensations and expenditures. 

Resolved — That the debt due to certain foreign officers, the 
interest whereon is payable at the house of Grand, in Paris, be 
discharged out of any moneys obtained, on loan, by the President 
of the United States, in virtue of the act making provision for the 
public debt, which may now be unappropriated. 

Resolved — That the interest on so much of the domestic debt 
as has been, or may be, purchased for the United States, or as 
shall be paid into the treasury, and so much of the sum appro- 
priated for the payment of the interest on the foreign and do- 
mestic debt as shall be over and above what may be sufficient 
for the payment of such interest, shall be appropriated for the re- 
demption of the public debt. The said funds to be applied to 
the purposes aforesaid, by the commissioners hereafter men- 
tioned, under the approbation of the President of the United 
States. 

“ Resolved — That be commissioners for the purposes afore- 

said ; and that a precise account of all the debts redeemed, and 
of all purchases by them made, be laid before the legislature 
within months after its first meeting in every year.^’ 

The House thea proceeded to consider these resolutions, when 
it was moved to mend the first resolution, by adding to it the 
following words: — 

“ Except that condition in the act, which renders the debt so 
far subscribed, subject to redemption by payments not exceeding, 


1792. 
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in one year, on account of both principal and interest, a propor- 
tion of eight dollars upon the hundred, iriifeiy certificate which 
shall be issued according to the terms therein specihed ; which 
condition, so far as it relates to any part of the debt which may 
hereafter be subscribed, shall be abolished.” 

The question being taken on this motion to amend, it was de- 
cided in the negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Giles, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Leo, 

Madison, Mercer, Moore, Murray, Page, Parker, Seney, Jcrc. 

Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable, White, Willis. — 27. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsirnons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, 

Huger, Key, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Macon, Muhlen- 
berg, Niles, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Steele, Slerrett, Sturges, 

Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth,, Ward. — 30. 

The first, second, and third resolutions were then agreed toby n. Journal, 
the House. On the 3d, the House proceeded to consider the P* 
fourth resolution : Resolved — That a subscription for a further 
loan on the debts of the individual states be opened,” &c. It 
was then moved to amend this resolution by inserting, after the 
words individual states,” these words, “ whether discharged by 
the said states respectively, since the treaty of peace, or undis- 
charged.” And the question being taken on this motion, it was Id. p. 559. 
decided in the negative, by the following vote; — 

Ayes — Messrs, Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Findley, Giles, Gregg, 

Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Moore, Niles, Parker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Sturges, 

Venable, Willis. — 22. 

JSfoes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsirnons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Page, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Steele, Silvester, 
Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White. — 30. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the fourth reso- id. p. 560. 
lution, and determined in the negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsirnons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gordon, Grove, Hartley, 

Huger, Key, Lawrance, Learned, Macon, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, 

Wm. Smith, Steele, Silvester, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, 

Ward. — 26. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Brown, Clarke, Findley, Giles, 
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2 dCongre*«. Gilnian, Gregg, Heister, Hilihouse, Jacobs, Kitchell, Kittera, Lee, 
Livermore, Madison, Wercer, Moore, Murray, Niles, Page, Par- 
ker, Seney, Sheridan, Jere. Smith, Sturges, Venable, White, 

Willis. — 29. 

5th resolu- On the following day, the fifth resolution was also rejected, H. Journal, 
timi reject- sixth, seventh, and eighth resolutions were agreed to. It 

6th, 7th, was then agreed that a bill, or bills, be brought in pursuant to 
^luhons^^' the first, second, fourth, sixth, seventh, and eighth resolutions, 
ajjreed to, and that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, Key, Macon, and Smith, 

Committee of South Carolina, prepare the same. 

It was then moved, “ that it be an instruction to the commit- 
tee last appointed, to report a provision for a loan of the remain- 
ing debts of the individual states ; ” and the motion being ob- 
jected to as out of order, the speaker declared that it was not in 
order. An appeal was then made from the decision of the chair, 
but, the judgment of the House being in conformity with the 
speaker’s decision, the motion was rejected. 

Bill sup- On the 6th of April, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, pre- h. Journal, 
act ^ supplementary to the act making provision for the P- 

niakiiij^ debt of the United States, which was then read the first and se- 
foi^^thc ' cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house, 
debt of IT. The bill was considered in committee on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of id. p. 595, 
States. May, when several amendments were reported, which received 
[H.B.178.] the concurrence of the House. On the 5th, a motion was made 
to amend the bill, by inserting, after the third section, the fol- 
lowing clause : — 

“ And be it further enacted — That a further loan, to the amount 
of dollars, be proposed, and subscriptions thereto be re- 

ceived, at the same times and places, and by the same persons, 
as hereinbefore mentioned, and that the sums which shall he 
subscribed to the said loan, shall be payable in the debts of the 
states hereinafter mentioned, and in the proportions follow- 
ing:”-- 

The previous question was then demanded by five members; id. p. 599 , 
to wit ; “ Shall the main question to agree to the said motion be 
now put?” and the question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Fitzsimons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gordon, Huger, Lawrance, Learned, 

Murray, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Silvester, That- 
cher, Tucker, Vining, Wadsvvorth, Ward, Williamson. — 24. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Brown, Clarke, Day- 
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ton, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Hill- 
house, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Livermdlre, Macon, Madison, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Niles, Page, Parker, Schoonmakcr, Seney, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Tredwell, Venable, White, Wil- 
lis. — 35. 

There were then several amendments made to the bill, and it n.jovimal, 
was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. And, on the P' 

7th, the bill was read the third time and passed, and was sent to s. .Toumal, 
the Senate for concurrence, where, on the same day, the bill P- 
went through all its stages, and was concurred in without amend- 
ment. 

Tlie House of Representatives, on the 10th of November, 1791, ir. joiuml, 
ordered the appointment of a committee, consisting of Messrs. 

White, Fitzsimons, and Niles, to prepare and bring in a bill, or 
bills, to provide for the settlement of the claims of persons un- 
der particular circumstances, barred by tlie limitations hereto- 
fore established: and, on the 8th of February following, Mr. id. p. 50J, 
White, from this committee, presented a hill, which was then 
read the first and second time, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. The bill was considered in committee on the 
20th, when several amendments were reported, which occupied id. p. 5H. 
the deliberations of the House during that day and the next, 
when they were agreed to; and the bill, having been further 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. On 
the 22d, the bill was read the third time, and p.assed. The Sc- id. p. 5ir. 
nate proceeded to act on the bill the same day, when it was read 
the first time, and, on the 24th, received the second reading, and s. journal, 
was ordered to be read the third time, after being amended. On P 
the 27th, after the third reading, the bill was referred to Messrs, id. p. 412. 
Ellsworth, Lee, and Strong, from which committee a further 
amendment was reported on the 19th of March, when the bill 
was passed, as amended. On the following day, the amendments ii. journal, 
of the Senate were concurred in by the House of Representa- P' 
tives. 


On the 30th of November, 1792, the House of Representa- ii. .Toumal, 
tives, in considering the petition of the executors of Edward 
Carnes, deceased, adopted the following resolution : — 


“ Resolved — That a committee be appointed to inquire whe- 
ther any, and what, measures arc necessary to facilitate (he set- 
tlement of claims against the United States, not barred by acts 
of limitation, founded upon certificates granted, or settlements 
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MConfreM. made by any officer or officers, heretofore authorized by the 

United States to issue certificates, or make settlements in their 

behalf, and who have not settled their accounts; and to report 
the result of their inquiries.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Day- 
ton, Parker, and Niles, be a committee, pursuant to this resolu- 
tion. On the 7th of December, Mr. Goodhue, from this commit- H. Journal, 
tee, made a report, which was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 17th, when the following resolutions were report- 
ed, and concurred in by the House. 

Resolved — That all persons having claims upon the United 
States, not barred by any act of limitation, whether founded upon 
certificates, or other written documents from public officers, or 
otherwise, (except loan office certificates, certificates of final set- 
tlement, registers’ certificates, and certificates issued pursuant to 
the act making provision for the debt of the United States,) shall 
exhibit the same at the treasury of the United States, within 
months, or be for ever barred from payment or settlement. 

Resolved — That the accounting officers of the treasury be 
authorized to settle and adjust, after the expiration of the term 
aforesaid, all such of those claims as shall appear to them proper 
to be admitted, and to report to Congress upon all such as they 
may not think proper to admit.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Goodhue, Fitzsimons, Day- la. p. 658, 
ton, Parker, and Niles, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to 
these resolutions. And, on the 31st of December, Mr. Good- 
[II.B.211.] hue, from this committee, presented a bill relative to claims 
against the United States, not barred by any act of limitation, 
and which have not been already adjusted, which was read the 
first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was acted on in committee on the 10th id. p. 668. 
of January, 1793, when an amendment was reported, which was 
agreed to on the 14th, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for the third reading. On the following day, the bill was read 
Blllpassed. the third time, and passed. In the Senate, the bill received the s. Journal, 
first and second reading on the 15th and 16th, and was passed to P-471,472, 
the third reading; and, on the imt day, was referred to Messrs. 

Hawkins, King, and Strong, -liii Hawkins, on the 6th of Fe- id. p. 480, 
bruary, reported the bill with an Amendment, which was adopt- 
ed, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The third 
reading took place on the next day, after the bill had been 
amended, by inserting in line 14, after the word Interest,” the 
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words, “balances entered in the books of llie register of the 
treasury. The amendment was concurred in by the House on H. Journal, 
the next day. P* 

Interest on Petitions from Udney Hay having been presented to the Id. p. 500. 
sum order- House of Representatives, during the first session of this Con- 
gress in grcss, praying reimbursement of money advanced to American 
mdenmity” prisoners in Canada, and for damages and costs reco- 

to certain vered against him by judgment of the Supreme Court of New 
persons. York, and which were referred to the secretary of the treasury; 

and the secretary having reported on these petitions, at the next 
session, on the 22d of November, the report was referred, on the Id. p. 510. 
24th of December, to Messrs. Denson, Griflin, and Willis, with id. p. 626. 
instructions to prepare a bill. Mr. Denson, on the 26Lh, pre- id. p. 653, 
[H3.208.] sented a bill to provide for the allowance of interest on the sum 

ordered to be paid by the resolve of Congress, of the 28th of id. p. 655. 
September, one thousand seven hundred and cighty-five, as an 
indemnity lo the persons therein named, which was then read 
the first time, and received the second reading on the next day. 

The bill was considered on the 1st of January, and reported id. p. 659, 
without amendment, and was then ordered lo be engrossed for 
Billpassed. Die third reading; and, on the 2d, the bill w^as passed. In the s. Jo\imal, 
Senate, the bill was read the first and second time on the 2d and 
3d, and was referred to Messrs. Strong, Sherman, and King. id. p. 468, 
From this committee the bill w*as reported, on the 7th, without 
amendment; and, on the next day, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The following motion was submitted to the House of Repre- n. joumil, 
sentatives on the 12th of December, 1792. p. 637. 

Resolu- “ Resolved — That a loan to the amount of the balances which, 

tions as to a final settlement of accounts, shall be found due from the 
losins ^ 

United Stales to the individual states, be opened at the treasury 
of the United States, and at the loan offices in the respective 
states, to commence within months after the said ba- 

lances shall be reported at the treasury, and to continue open 
for the term of months, from the time of its commence- 

ment. 

Resolved — That the sums to be subscribed to such loans, be 
payable in the principal or interest of the certificates or notes is- 
sued by any such of the said states, as, upon the final settlement 
of accounts, shall have a balance due to them from the United 
VoL. L— 83 
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States, and which shall have been liquidated to specie value, 
prior to the day of last. 

Resolved — That every subscriber to the said loan shall be en- 
titled to certificates, according to the sum subscribed, of the like 
tenor and description, in the like proportions, and upon the like 
terms, as are specified and directed by the fifteenth and sixteenth 
sections of the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision for the debt 
of the United States,’ except that interest on such of the certifi- 
cates subscribed to the said loan as bear interest, shall be com- 
puted to the last day of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, inclusively, and that interest shall not begin to ac- 
crue upon any of the certificates which shall be issued in lieu 
thereof till the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four. 

“ Resolved — That in all cases where the sum subscribed in the 
evidence of the debt of any state shall exceed the balance due to 
such state, the same shall be reduced, (in equal proportions,) to 
the sum actually due to such state.” 


This motion was ordered to be committed to a committee of n. journal, 
the whole house, and was considered in committee of the whole P* 

Doy, 

on the 10th and 11th of January, when it was reported without 
amendment. The House, on the following day, proceeded to the 
consideration of the motion, when a motion was made to amend 
the first resolution, by adding to the end thereof the following 
proviso : — 

Provided — That no such loan shall be opened in any state, 
without the assent of the legislature thereof, by an act approving 
the measure.” 


The question being put on this motion, it was decided in the 
affirmative by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, 
Niles, Page, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, 
Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Venable, WadiWturlh, AVard, 
White. — 38. ,, 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Ok>ve, Heister, Lee, Macon, Mercer, Milledge, 
Moore, Murray, Orr, Parker, Seboonmaker, Steele, Tredwell, 
WilMamson, Willis. — ^23. 

The first resolution was then amended to read as follows : — 
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Resolved — That a loan, to the amount of the balances which, 
upon a final settlement of accounts, sliall be found due from the 
tions as to United States to the individual states, be opened at the loan of- 

loans. in the respective states, to commence within months 

after the said balances shall be reported at the treasury, and to 

continue open for the term of months from the time of its 

commencement: Provided — That no such loan shall be opened 
in any state without the assent of the legislature thereof, by an 
act approving the measure.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this resolution, it was 
decided in the affirmative by the following vote: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Barnw^ell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittcra, Law- 
rance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, 
Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 
Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, White. — 34. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, Madison, 
Mercer, Miliedge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmakcr, I. Smith, Steele, Tredwell, Venable, Williamson, 
Willis 28. 

The remaining resolutions were then agreed to without amend- 
ment, and Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and Wm. Smith, were 
instructed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, in accordance 
with these propositions. On the 15th, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this 
iViii report- committee, presented a bill to authorize a loan in the certificates 
or notes of such states, as shall have balances due to them, upon 
a final settlement of accounts with the United States,” which was 
read the first and second lime, and committed to a committee of 
the whole house. This bill was considered in committee of the 
whole on the 21st, and when the committee had risen, after 
making some progress, it was ordered that the committee of the 
whole be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, 
and that it be recommitted to Messrs. Fitzsimons, Sedgwick, and 
Wm. Smith- On the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons reported an 
[H.B.220.] amendatory bill, which was then read the first and second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house, and the House 
immediately went into committee of the whole on tlie bilk The 
bill was again considered in committee on the 22d and 23d, when 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to by the 
House. On the 24th, it was moved to amend the bill by adding 
to the end of the second section the following proviso : — 
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“ Provided — That no such notes or certificates shall be sub- 
scribable in any name, other than that of the original owner, if 
living, or, if dead, of his legal representative, and except such as 
are, or may be, transferred by executors, administrators, or as- 
signs, under any bankrupt act, unless accompanied with an affi- 
davit, certified by a magistrate, that the transfer or assignment 
to the party, in whose name and behalf the subscription is offered, 
was not made at any time, between the first day of January and 
the first day of June next, and that such party is the true and 
bona fide proprietor thereof. 

The question being taken on this motion to amend, it was de- H. Journal, 
cided in the negative by the following vote: — P’ 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Dayton, Findley, 

Giles, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kltch- 
ell, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Millcdge, Moore, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parjier, Schoonmaker, Steele, Tredwell, Venable, White, 
Williamson, Willis. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot,S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 

Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, 

Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Sedgwick, Silvester, 

Jerc. Smith, Wm. Smith, Slerrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, 

Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward. — 33. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by inserting, after the Fd. p. 680. 
word ‘‘ state,^’ in the third line of the second section, the words 
<< for services rendered or supplies furnished, during the late war.^^ 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative by the following vote: — 

%dyes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Boudinot, Clarke, Dayton, 

Findley, Giles, Greenup, Grove, Heister, Kitchell, Macon, Madi- 
son, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, Steele, Tredwell, Ven- 
able, White, Williamson. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, S. Bourne, B. 

Bourne, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, 
Livermore, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis. — 30. 

. .The consideration of the bill having been resumed on the 25th, id. p. 681. 

moved to strike out, in the 2d and 3d lines of the first sec- 
tion, the words “ within months;’’ and in lieu thereof, after 

the word <<same,” in the tenth line, insert ‘Ho commence on 
the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
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ty-four.” The question being taken on this motion, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, S. 
Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Findley, Giles, Gilman, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Kilchcll, Kittera, 
J^earned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Milledge, Moore, Murray, 
Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, I. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Venable, White. 
—39. 

Noes — Messrs. Boudinot, Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Heister, Huger, Lawrance, Leonard, Macon, Muh- 
lenberg, Niles, Silvester, Steele, Thatcher, Tredw'ell, Tucker, 
Ward, Williamson. — 20. 

The question being then put on the engrossment of the bill 
for the third reading, it was decided as follows: — 

%^yes — Messrs. Trumbull, speaker ^ Ames, Barnwell, Benson, 
Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, 
Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kittera, 
Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedg- 
wick, Silvester, Wm. Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Wadsworth, 
Ward, White. — 33. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Ma- 
con, Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, 
Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Trcd- 
well, Venable, Williamson, Willis. — .32. 

The question of the third reading of the bill came up on the 
28tb, when the previous question was called for by five mem- 
bers; to wit : “ Shall the main question, that the said bill do pass, 
be now put?” And on the previous question, Shall the main 
question be now put?” it was resolved in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: — 

A^es — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Key, Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Sedgwick, Silvester, Wm. 
Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, Wads- 
worth, Ward, White. — 33. 

jVbe 5 — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 
Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Heister, Jacobs, Kitchell, Lee, Macon, 
Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, 
Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Tredwell, 
Venable, Williamson, Willis. — 31. 
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The question was then put on the passage of the hill, and de- h. Jonmai, 
cided in the affirmative, hj the casting vote of the speaker, the P* 
numbers and names being precisely the same as on the question 
of engrossment. In the Senate, this bill was read the first and 
second time on the 28th and 29th ; and was again taken up for s. Journal, 
consideration on the 4th of February. A motion was then made 
to agree to the first section of the bill, which was determined in 
the negative, as follows: — 

Yea!^ — Messrs. Cabot, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Foster, Izard, King, 

Morris, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong. — 11. 

JVays — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Langdon, Monroe, 

Potts, Read, Robinson, Taylor, Wingate. — 17. 

The subsequent sections of the bill were then disagreed to, 
and the bill was consequently rejected. 

On the 24th of December, 1792, the House of Representa- ij. Journal, 
tives adopted this resolution: — p.653. 

‘‘ Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
lay before this House an account of the application of the mo- 
neys borrowed in Antwerp and Amsterdam, for the United States, 
within the present year.” 

And on the 27th of the same month, the following resolution 
was adopted: — 

“ Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause this House to be furnished with a particular ac- 
count of the several sums borrowed under his authority, by the 
United States ; the terms on which each loan has been obtained ; 
the applications to which any of the moneys have been made, 
agreeably to appropriations; and the balances, if any. which re- 
main unapplied. In this statement it is requested that it may be 
specified at what times interest commenced on the several sums 
obtained, and at what times it was stopped by the several pay- 
ments made.” 

This resolution was ordered to be transmitted to the President id. p. 655. 
of the United States. And on the 4th of January following, the id. p. 662. 
speaker laid before the House a letter from the secretary of the 
treasury, accompanying certain statements relative to foreign 
loans, which have been made by the United States, under the 
authority of the President, pursuant to the above resolutions. 

These communications were laid on the table. On the 11th of id. p. 668. 
January, also, another letter was laid before the House, from the 
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same officer, accompanying his report of a supplementary state- 
ment of loans made in behalf of the United States, pursuant to 
the resolution of the 27th, last quoted- The same disposition was 
made of this report. 

On the 23d of January, 1793, the House, among other rcsolu- n. Journal, 
tions, adopted the following: — P- 

Rrsolvcd — That the President of the United States he re- 
quested to cause to he laid before this House, copies of the autho- 
rities under which loans have been negotiated, pursuant to the 
acts of the fourth and twelfth of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, together with copies of the authorities di- 
recting the application of the moneys borrowed. 

Resolved — That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause this House to be furnished with the names of the 
persons by whom, and to whom, the rc.spcctivc payments of the 
French debt have been made in France, pursuant to the act for 
that purpose; specifying the dates of the respective drafts upon 
the commissioners in Holland, and the dates of the respective 
payments of the debt. A similar statement is requested respect- 
ing the debts to Spain and Holland.” 

On the 4th of February, a communication from the secretary la. p.G89. 
of the treasury was received in reply, which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House of Representatives, on the 2r>th of February, id. p. 718. 
adopted the following resolution : — 

Resolved — Tlial the time for receiving, on loan, that part of 
the domestic debt of the United States which may not be sub- 
scribed prior to the first day of March next, pursuant to the terms 
proposed in the act, entitled ‘ An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,’ and, also, an act, entitled ‘An act 
supplementary to the act making provision for the debt of the 
United States,’ be extended on the same terms as is, by the first 

recited act, provided, to the day of ; and books for 

receiving such further subscriptions shall be opened at the treasu- 
ry of the United States only, and to continue open until the said 
day of , inclusively.” 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Goodhue, Griffin, and Gregg, la. p. 719. 
prepare and bring in a bill embracing these views: and, on the 
27th, Mr. Goodhue presented a bill for extending the time for 
receiving, on loan, that part of the domestic debt of the United 
Stales which may not be subscribed prior to the first day of 
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March, 1793, which was then read the first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. The bill was 
considered in committee of the whole on the 2Sth, and being re- H. Journal, 
ported without amendment, was ordered to be engrossed for the 
third reading ; and, on the 1st of March, the blanks were filled 
up, and tlie bill was read the third time and passed. The bill g 
was considered and concurred in by the Senate on the same day. p. 500. 


On the 31st of March, 1792, the following motion w^as sub- 1792. 
mitted to the House of Representatives : — 

“Whereas, by several documents and papers communicated H. Journal, 
in pursuance of a resolve of the legislature of Maryland, it ap- 
pears that Nicholas Buxton Moore received from the treasurer 
of that state, on the 24th day of November last, the sum of two 
hundred and forty-two pounds, eight shillings, and three pence, 
current money of the said state, the amount of a judgment ren- 
dered against him in the General Court of the same state, on ac- 
count of horses purchased for the use of the United States, during 
the late war; and that the claim of the said state, by the pay- 
ment aforesaid, hath not been credited in the accounts of the 
same with the United States: 

“ Resolved — That the proper officers of the treasury be autho- id. p. 556 . 
rized, and they are hereby directed, to adjust and settle the said 
claim with the agent of the state aforesaid, any limitations in the 
acts of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

This motion was referred to Messrs. Seney, Gerry, and Sump- id. p. 562. 
ter. Mr, Seney reported on the 4th of April, and, on the 9th, id. p. 569, 
the House considered the report, and came to the following rcso- 
lution : — 

“ Resolved — That the claim of the said state be allowed for the 
sum of two hundred and forty-two pounds, eight shillings, and 
three pence, current money of the said state, paid to Nicholas 
Buxton Moore, for the amount of a judgment rendered against 
him, in the General Court of the said state, on account of horses 
purchased for the use of the United States, during the late w’^ar ; 
and that the commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
United States and individual states, be authorized and directed to 
adjust and settle the said claim with the agent of the state afore- 
said, on the same principles as other claims of the several states 
are adjusted and settled; any limitation in the acts of Congress 
to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
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id Congress. The Same committee were then instructed to prepare and h. Journal, 
ut scssio i^ bring in a bill; and, on the 10th, Mr. Seney presented a bill to P-^l»572. 
[H.B.180.] direct the settlement of a certain claim of the state of Maryland, 
which was then read the first and second time, and committed to 
a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole on the 12th, and some progress was made ; id. p. 577. 

Bill not but the bill does not appear to have been acted on at any subse- 
acted on. q^gnt period. 

sdSoesion. On the 19th of February, 1703, it was moved that the House 1793. 

~ of Representatives come to the following resolution: — ll. Journal, 

^ , p. 706, 707. 

Call on “ liesolved — That the commissioners lor purchasing the pub- 

commis- jjg directed to lay before this House a statement of all 

sioners of ’ r r ^ ^ ^ 

public their proceedings, not heretofore furnished.’’ 
debt. 

It was moved to amend the resolution by inserting, after the 
word House,” the words, their resolves as commissioners, 
approved by the President of the United States, together with.” 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided in 
the negative, by the following vote: — 

%/2^es — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. 

Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Grifiin, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Kilchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Silves- 
ter, Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Gerry, Giles, 

Greenup, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hindman, Key, Lee, Macon, 

Madison, Mercer, Millcdge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, 

Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Sumpter, 

Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Willis. — 31. 

It was then moved to amend the resolution, by striking out id. p. 707, 
the words “ not heretofore furnished,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words, under the acts for the reduction of the pub- 
lic debt, since the date of the purchases mentioned in their last 
report” [The former reports of the commissioners may be 
found in the House Journal, p. 450 and 621.] The question be- 
ing taken on this motion to amend, it was decided in the nega- 
tive, by the following vote: — 

jj^es Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Gilman, Goodhue, Lawrance, Learned, 

Leonard, Livermore, Sedgwick, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, 

Ward.— 18. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, 

VoL. L— 84 
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sd Giles, GorcJon, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, 

Heister, Hillhouse, Hindman, Huger, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, 

Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Milledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Silvester, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Ve- 
nable, White, Willis. — 43. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote." — 

— Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Clarke, Findley, Gerry, Gilesr, 
Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Heister, 
Hindman, Key, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Mil- 
ledge, Moore, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, Parker, 
Schoonmaker, Silvester, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Steele, Sump- 
ter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Willis. — 39. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Bondi not, S. Bourne, 

B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Hillhouse, 

Huger, Kitchell, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, 
Sedgwick, Sturges, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward. — 22. 

So the resolution was adopted; and, on the 25th, the speaker j.j 
submitted to the House a letter from the commissioners, accom- p* 717. 
panying a statement, such as was called for by the resolution. 

The documents were ordered to lie on the table. 


istConurcsg. On the 1 3th of January, 1791, a motion was submitted to the 
adScsBion. jjQygg Representatives, ‘‘ That a committee be appointed to 
sioncra^'of consider and report whether any, and what, further compensation p. 354 . 
loans, is necessary to be made to the commissioners of loans, to defray 
the extraordinary expense occasioned to them, in the first in- 
stance, in the execution of the act making further provision for 
the debt of the United States.’^ The motion was ordered to be 
referred to the secretary of the treasury. The response of the 
secretary to this report was received on the 15th of February, id. p. 379. 
which was considered on the 23d, and agreed to, as follows: — 

<^That provision should be made, bylaw, for admitting to 
the credit of the several commissioners of loans, in the settle- 
ment of their respective accounts, all such sums as shall appear 
to have been necessarily expended by them in the purchase of 
stationary, and for the hire of clerks in relation to the execution 
of their offices, from the commencement of the same to the first 
day of October next, deducting the salary of one clerk in re- 
spect to each of the commissioners of Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.’^ 
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^toingress. It WHS then Ordered that Messrs. Williamson, Partridge, and H. Journal, 

: White, prepare and bring in a bill to this effect. And, on the 

[H.B.135.] ^4th, Mr. Williamson, from this committee, presented a bill for 
Act ma- making compensations to the commissioners of loans for extra- 
pen^tio^ ordinary expenses and services, which was then read the first 
to commis- and second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
loanl^^ for considered in committee of the whole on ji. jaunul, 

cxtraoixli- the 28th, when an amendment was reported as follows: — P* 

nary ex- 
penses. Strike out the last clause of the bill, in the words following: 

^excepting only the hire of one clerk for the several commis- 
sioners in the states of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia.^ 

The question being taken on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, as follows: — ^ 

— Messrs. Ames, Henson, Hurke, Cadvvalader, Carroll, 

Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gerry, Giles, Griffin, Hartley, Ha- 
thorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Muhlenberg, Van Rensselaer, 

Scott, Sedgwick, Stone, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 23. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, lioudinot, B. 

Bourne, Brown, Contce, Foster, Gilman, Grout, Jackson, Leo- 
nard, Livermore, Mathews, Partridge, Schureman, Seney, Sher- 
man, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Caro 
lina, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson. 

—27, 

The bill was then passed and sent to the Senate, where it was s. .Tounvil, 
read the first time on the same day; on the 2d, the bill was read 
the second time, and referred to Messrs. Langdon, Schuyler, and 
Ellsworth. Mr. Langdon soon afterwards reported the bill with 
an amendment, which was agreed to, and the bill was passed on 
the following day, so amended as to strike out the words ‘‘ex- 
cepting only the hire of one clerk for the several commission- 
ers in the states of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia.^^ 

The amendment of the Senate was disagreed to by the House it. journal, 
of Representatives, as follows: — P* 

^yes — Messrs. Cadvvalader, Carroll, Clymer, Fitzsimons, 

Floyd, Gale, Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Hunting- 
ton, Lawrance, Lee, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Silvester, Trum- 
bull, Wynkoop. — 20. 

— Messrs. Baldwin, Boudinot,B. Bourne, Brown, Burke, 

Contee, Foster, Gilman, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Madi- 
son, jr., Muhlenberg, Partridge, Schureman, Sinnickson, Smith, 
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mconpress. of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Sumpter, Vining, White, 
William8on.-32. 

The Senate, however, determining to adhere to their amend- s. Journal, 
ment, the House resolved to recede from their disagreement by P* 
the following vote, the question being to recede: — 

Jiyts — Messrs. Cadwalader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Gale, 

Griffin, Giles, Hartley, Hathorn, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, 
Muhlenberg, Partridge, Scott, Sedgwick, Sevier, Sherman, Sil- 
vester, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Boudinot, Con- 
tee, Foster, Jackson, Leonard, Livermore, Mathews, Van Rens- 
selaer, Schureman, Seney, Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, 

Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, Sumpter, White, Williamson. 

— 20 . 

Billpaised. Thus Uie bill was concurred in. 


Eably in the first session of the second Congress, a petition 1792 . 
Compen^' presented to Congress, from Jabez Brown, commissioner of n journal, 
tion to loans in the state of Rhode Island, praying to be allowed the ex- p.47B.526. 
commis- pense of stationary and clerk hire, until the first day of October 

loans. next, which was referred to the secretary of the treasury. On 

the 3d of March, a report was received by the House of Repre- 
sentatives from the secretary, on this petition, and also on a pe- 
tition of William Gardner, commissioner of loans for the state of 
New Hampshire; and the report was referred to Messrs. Bourne, 
of Rhode Island, Mercer, and Tucker. A report was made by 
Mr. Bourne, from this committee, on the 16th, which was com- ra. p. 537. 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, and was taken up for 
consideration in committee on the 1st of May, but without 
coming to any conclusion. On the 4th, the committee, on mo- pi. p. 598 . 
tion, were discharged from the further consideration of the re- 
port, and Messrs. Bourne, of Rhode Island, Griffin, and Ashe, 
were appointed a committee to prepare and bring in a bill to pro- 
vide for the payment of the hire of clerks, and for stationary in 
the offices of tlie sevecal commissioners of loans. Mr. Bourne, on 
[H.R,194.] the 7th, presented, from this committee, a bill for making com- id. p. GOi. 
pensations to the oommissioners of loans for extraordinary ex- 
penses, wliich was read the first and second lime, and ordered to 
be engrossed; and, on the same day, the bill was read the third 
Billpassed. lime and passed. In tlie Senate, the bill was taken up on the s. Journal, 
same day, and received its various readings, and was passed with- 1^' 
out opposition or amendment. 
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Iff reference to the first charter of the Bank of the| United 
States, which was granted by the first G)ngress, the proceedings, 
as connected with the public debt, properly demand a place in 
this chapter. 

On the 13th of December, 1790, a report was communicated n.Jounml, 
to the House of Representatives, by the secretary of the trea- P- 
sury, in relation to a provision for the establishment of the pub- 
lic credit, and in which a reference is made, to the expediency 
of a national bank. And, on the following day, another letter 
from the secretary, Number 2, was communicated, containing 
a plan for the institution of a national bank. The report was 
committed to a committee of the whole house; and, on the 23d, id. p. 341. 
the clerk was ordered to carry to the Senate a copy of this re- 
port. On the same day, the Senate referred the report to Messrs, s. .loumal. 
Strong, Morris, Schuyler, Butler, and Ellsworth, with an instruc- 
tion to prepare a bill. Mr. Strong, on the 3d of January, re- 
ported a bill, which was read the first time, and, on the bth, re- 
ceived the second reading. The bill was further considered and 
discussed on the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th, when it was agreed 
to fill the blank in the title with these words: “The United 
States of America.” It was then moved to limit the term of 
incorporation to seven years, and a motion was made to extend 
the term of incorporation to the dth of March, 1815. Tlie 
question, on this latter motion, was decided in the a flir (native, 
by the following vote : — 

Fca. 9 — Messrs. Bassett, Dickinson, b'.llsworth, Elmer, Johnson, 

King, Langdon, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Strong. — 11. 

JYays — Messrs. Butler, Few, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, John- 
ston, Izard, Maclay, Monroe, Wingate. — 10. 

A motion was then made to add to the last clause agreed to, id. p. 233. 
the following: “Prer/V/cr/, 7 iev<r their ssy that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to exclude the right of amending the 
same, or giving twelve months’ notice from and after (he first 
day of January, 1800.” This motion was, on the following day, 
decided in the negative. A successful motion was then made to 
reconsider the term of incorporation, and to limit it to the 4th id j). 231. 
day of March, 1811. On the 17th and IBth, the bill was fur- 
ther considered, and was recommitted for further amendments. 

Mr. Strong, on the same day, reported various amendments, 
which were agreed to. It was moved, on the following day, to 
expunge the 12th section; namely: And be it further enaeted — 

That no other bank shall be established by any future law of 
the United States, during the continuance of the corporation 
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1st Congress, hereby created: for which the faith of the United States is 

3d Session. ^ 

^ hereby pledged.” But this motion did not prevail ; and the bill 

u.s.Bank. third reading. On the 20th, the Senate pro- 

ceeded to the third reading, when it was again moved to recon- 
sider the term of incorporation, and limit it to the year 1801, in- 
stead of 1811 ; but this motion was determined in the negative, 
as follows : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe. 

—- 6 . 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, 

Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 16. 

Another motion was then made to expunge the 12th section: 
but this motion was rejected, by the following vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Few, Hawkins, Izard, Monroe. — 5. 

Niiys — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Elmer, 

Foster, Gunn, Johnson, Johnston, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 

Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 18. 

Passed by Thc bill was then passed with the following title: “ An act to 
Scjiatc. incorporate thc subscribers to the Bank of the United States,” 
and was sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

In thc House of Representatives, this bill was read the first ll. journal, 
and second time, on the 21sbof January, and was committed to P* 
a committee of the whole house. And, on the 31st, the bill was id. p. 367. 
considered in committee of the whole, and, no amendment being 
reported, was ordered to thc third reading. It was moved, on 
the 1st of February, that the bill be recommitted to the commit- id. p. 368. 
tee of the whole ,* and thc question being taken on this motion, 
it was decided in the negative, as follows : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, B. Bourne, Brown, 

Burke, Carroll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madi- 
son, jr., Mathews, Moore, Parker, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Cadwalader, Cly- 
mer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Hart- 
ley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, Liver- 
more, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schureman, 

Scott, Seney, Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Steele, Sturges, 

Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — 34. 

The bill was then discussed during the 2d and 3d of Februa- id. p. 369. 
ry, when a motion was made to recommit the first section of the 
bill to a committee of the whole house, “ for the purpose of al- 
tering the time or manner of subscribing; so that the holders of 
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state securities, assumed to be paid by the United States, may be 
on a footing with the holders of other securities, formerly called 
national securities.’^ 

This motion was made by Mr. Williamson, and led to some 
debate, when the question being taken, it was decided in the ne- 
gative, as follows: — 

%^ycs — Messrs. Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, Car- 
roll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Sevier, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, 
Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 21. 

Noes — Messrs, Ames, Benson, Boudinot, B. Tiournc, Cadwa- 
lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Griffin, Hartley, Ilathorn, Keister, Huntington, Lavvraucc, 
Leonard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Parker, I’artridge, Van Rens- 
selaer, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Sency, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, 
Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. — fkS. 

The bill was further debated on the dth, 5lh, 7tli, and Hth; Mr. 
Madison, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Giles, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Stone, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Vining, and Mr. Smith, of South 
Carolina, being among the principal speakers. Mr. Madison 
then moved the previous question; namely: Shall the main 
question be now put?” and this motion was decided in the affirm- 
ative, by the following vote: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, Cadwa- 
lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Ilathorn, Heister, Huntington, I.awrancc, 1a‘0- 
nard, Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, 
Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Sherman, Silvester, 
Sinnickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, 
Steele, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, Wynkoox). 
—38. 

j^oes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, lirown, I^urke, 
Carroll, Contee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 
Mathews, Moore, Parker, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. 
— 20 . 

The main question was then put, that the bill do now pass, 
which was decided in the affirmative, as follo^vs: 

Jlyes — Messrs, Ames, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, Cadwa- 
lader, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Good- 
hue, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Leonard, 
Livermore, Muhlenberg, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sevier, Slicrinan, Silvester, Sin- 


1791. 


H. .lonrnal, 

p. :;ro-- 
37 ^\ 


:uxl 

iTR'iilary 

of 

tlic‘ H:mk, 
p. 37 — y.5. 


II. .lounial, 
p, 372, 


Id. p. 373. 
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istconj^ess. nickson, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Carolina, Steele, 

^ Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadsworth, Wynkoop. 

U.S.Bank. gg 

Bill passed Noes — Mcssrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke, 
by House. Carroll, Con tee, Gale, Grout, Giles, Jackson, Lee, Madison, jr., 

Mathews, Moore, Parker, Stone, Tucker, White, Williamson. 

— 20 . 

Supple- On the 9th of February, the House appointed Messrs. Smith, h. Journal, 
of South Carolina, Williamson, and Vining, to be a committee to P-374,375, 
prepare and bring in a bill supplementary to an act, entitled ‘‘ An 
act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the United 
[H.B.125.] States;’^ and, on the following day, Mr. Smith presented a bill, 
which was then read the first time, and, on the 11th, received the 
second reading, and was committed to a committee of the whole 
house. In committee, the bill was considered on the 22d, and td. p. 386, 
several amendments were reported, which were agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and, on the next day, it 
Billpassed. was read the third time, passed, and transmitted to the Senate, 

where it was read the first time. On the 24th, the bill received s. Journal, 
the second reading, and was ordered to be read the third time, by P' 
the following vote: — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Butler, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, id. p. 280. 
Elmer, Few, Hawkins, Henry, Johnson, Johnston, Izard, King, 

Langdon, Lee, Maclay, Morris, Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, 

Wingate. — 22. 

Nays — Messrs. Carroll, Gunn, Monroe. — 3. 

The bill was taken up for the third reading on the 25th of Fe- Id. p. 288. 
bruary, when an unsuccessful motion was made to add the fol- 
lowing section to the bill: — 

Sect. — . */lnd be it further enacted — That the term ^law,^ 
used in the third section of the original act, which requires that 
the by-laws, ordinances, and regulations of the said corporation, 
shall not be contrary to law or the constitution thereof, shall be 
construed to mean the laws of the individual states, as well as of 
the United States. 

This motion having been rejected, it was then moved to 
adopt the following clause, as an addition to the bill. 

And be it further enacted — That nothing in the act to 
which this is a supplement, shall restrain the legislature of the 
United States from repealing the same, and abolishing thei cor- 
poration thereby established, at any time after the fourth day of 
March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two.’’ 
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The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote:-;- 

Yeas — Messrs. Butler, Carroll, Few, Gunn, Hawkins, John- 
ston, Izard, Lee, Monroe. — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Bassett, Dalton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, El- 
mer, Foster, Henry, Johnson, King, Langdon, Maclay, Morris, 

Read, Schuyler, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 17. 

The Senate then concurred in the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives. 

On the 21st of February, Mr. Schu 5 der gave notice that he 
should move for leave to bring in “ a bill to provide further pay- 
ment of balances due to the United States in certain cases.’’ 

And, on the 2Gth, the bill was introduced and read the first 
time, as follows: — 

“ Sect^ 1. Be it enacted, by the Senate and Hotisc of Representatives s. Journal, 
of the Ujiited States of America, in Cofif^rcss assembled — That, in P* 277. 289. 
every case of the settlement of an account at the treasury of the 
United States, (in which, if a balance had been or should be 
found against the United States, such balance would have been 
or would be liquidated by a certificate,) if a balance has been 
or shall be found in favour of the United States, it shall be law- 
ful for the person or persons from w^hom such balance is or shall 
be due, to pay or satisfy the same, in certificates of debt due from 
the United States, of the like tenor, and upon the like principles, 
as if such balance had been found against the United States.” 

On the 28th, the bill was read the second time; and, after an id. p. 290, 
unsuccessful motion to postpone, w'as committed to Messrs. 

Strong, Lee, and Schuyler. Mr. Strong reported on the same 
day, and the bill was then postponed to the next session of Con- 
gress. 

There is no record of any future action on the bill. 


In his speech at the opening of the second session of the sc- V7g2. 
cond Congress, the President of the United States, after advert- 
ing generally to the redemption of the public debt, thus remarks p. 613. 
on the reimbursement of the loan due to the United States 
Bank: 

<< Provision is likewise requisite for the reimbursement of the 
loan which has been made of the Bank of the United States, 
pursuant to the eleventh section of the act by which it is incor- 
VoL. 1.--85 
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porated. In fulfilling the public stipulations in this particular, 
it is expected a valuable saving will be made.^^ 

The eleventh section of the incorporation act to which the 
President here refers, is as follows: — 

Sect. 11. be it further enacted — That it shall be law- 
ful for the President of the United States, at any time or times, 
within eighteen months after the first day of April next, to 
cause a subscription to be made to the stock of the said corpora- 
tion, as part of the aforesaid capital stock of ten millions of dol- 
lars, on behalf of the United States, to an amount not exceeding 
two millions of dollars; to be paid out of the moneys which 
shall be borrowed by virtue of cither of the acts, the one enti- 
tled < An act making provision for the debt of the United 
States;^ and the other entitled ^ An act making provision for the 
reduction of the public debt:^ borrowing of the bank an equal 
sum, to be applied to the purposes for which the said moneys 
shall have been procured, reimbursable in ten years, by equal 
annual instalments, or at any time sooner, or in any greater pro- 
portions that the government may think fit.^^ 

On the 22d of November, the following resolution, reported h. Journal, 
by the committee of the whole house, to which had been referred 
the speech of the President, was agreed to by the House. 

Resolved — That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report the plan of a provision for the reimbursement of the loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the eleventh 
section of the act, entitled < An act to incorporate the subscribers 
to the Bank of the United States.’ ” 

On the 3d of December, the secretary reported a plan to the id. p. 631. 
House, which was, on the 13th, committed to a committee of ^37. 651. 
the whole house. And, on the 19th, a motion was made, and 
agreed to, to discharge the committee of the whole from the con- 
sideration of the report, and to appoint a committee to report 
a bill authorizing a loan equal to the sum borrowed of the said 
bank, to be applied to the said reimbursement; and providing 
that so much of the dividend in the stock of government in the 
said bank, as may be necessary, be appropriated for paying the 
interest ofltM sum to be borrowed. ” Messrs. Sedgwick, Law- 
rance, WHHik Murray, were then constituted this committee. And, 

I on |he Mr. Sedgwick presented a bill conforming to the id p. 652. 
of the House, which bill was read the first and second 
time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. This 
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bill was considered in committee of the whole on the 24th, and H. Journal, 
was reported with an amendment, which was agreed to by the 
House; and the bill and amendment were then ordered to lie on 
the table. The consideration of the bill was resumed on the id. p. 654. 
26th, when a motion was made to strike out the first section, as 
follows: — 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted^ by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of ,/Im.erica, in Co7igress as- 
sembled — That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be borrowed, on behalf of the 
United States, a sum not exceeding two millions of dollars, at 
an interest not exceeding five cen/n??? per annurn^ to be ap- 
plied to the reimbursement of a loan made of the Hank of the 
United States, in pursuance of the eleventh section of the act, en- 
titled ‘An act to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of the 
United States:’ Provided, That no engagement nor contract shall 
be entered into, which shall preclude the United States from re- 
imbursing any sum or sums borrowed, within years after 

the same shall be lent or advanced.” 

The question being taken on this motion, it was decided in the 
negative by the following vote: — 

,/2yes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 

Grove, J^cc, Madison, Moore, Parker, Schoonmaker, Silvester, 

I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, Sumpter, Tredwell, Venable. — 18. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 

B, Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimon.s, Gerry, (iilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Gregg, Griffin, Hartley, Hillhousc, Huger, Jacobs, Key, 

Kitchell, Kittera, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Milledge, Mur- 
ray, Niles, Sedgwick, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Tucker, Wads- 
worth, White, Williamson, Willis. — 35. 

It was then moved to amend the bill, by striking out, in the p.654, 
sixth line of the first section, the words “ two millions of dol- <5^^. 
lars,” and inserting in their room, the words ‘‘ two hundred thou- 
sand dollars.” The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided as follows: — 

^yes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Findley, Giles, Greenup, 

Gregg, Griffin, Grove, Key, Kitchell, Lee, Madison, Milledge, 

Moore, Niles, Parker, Schoonmaker, I. Smith, Steele, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, White, Williamson, Wil- 
lis.— 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Trumbull, speaker, Ames, Barnwell, Benson, 
Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, Dayton, Fitzsimons, Gerry, 
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MConjTMi. Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhouse, Huger, Jacobs, 

Kittera, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Murray, Sedgwick, Sil- 

imburee*^^ vester, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Wadsworth. — 27, 
lofui, &c. The motion vs^as, therefore, lost. It was then moved and 
agreed to, so to amend the bill, as to strike out, in the seventh 
line of the first section, the words <<not exceeding,’’ and insert- 
ing in their place these words, which, including the expense, 
shall not exceed.” 

On the following day, the House refused a motion to resume 
the consideration of the bill, which was not again taken up until 
the 27lh of February, 1793, when it was recommitted to a com- 
mittee of the whole house, reported with amendments, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for the third reading. On the next day, 
the bill was read the third time, and passed, with the title as fol- 
lows: — < An act providing for the payment of the first instalment 
due on a loan made of the Bank of the United States.” The bill 
was read the first time in the Senate, on the same day, and, on 
the first of March, it was read the second and third time and 
Bill passed, passed. 

Calls on January, 1793, a motion, as follows, was sub- 

treasuiy^ mitted to the Senate by Mr. Butler, and being seconded by Mr. 
Bradley, was agreed to:— 

bank”^nc- Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury lay before the 

count with Senate the account of the United States with the Bank of the 
States, States; specifying the precise sums, with the dates of the 

debits and credits, from the institution of the bank to the day 
the return is made. 

<< That the secretary of the treasury also lay before the Senate 
an account of the surplus of revenue appropriated to the pur- 
chase of the public debt, to the same period; specifying the sums 
and dates. 

‘‘That he lay before the Senate a statement of the money 
borrowed by virtue of the law passed August the 4th, 1790, 
with the appropriation of the amount, and the precise dates. 

“ That he lay before the Senate the amount and application of 
the money borrowed by virtue of the law of August the 12th, 
1790. 

“ And that he lay before the Senate an account, exhibiting the 
probable surplus, and unappropriated revenue of the year 1792, 
stating, as far as possible, the dates and the sums. ” 

The secretary made his report on the 18th, in reply to this re- 
quisition. Various calls were also made, from time to time, on 


1792-03. 


H. Journal, 
p. 656. 


Id. p.r21, 
722. 


S. Journal, 
p. 498. 500. 


Id. p. 471. 


Id. p. 472. 
480. 

H. Journal, 
p.678. 689. 
702. 704. 
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the secretary of the treasury, for information concerning the 
sinking fund, and several reports were communicated by him to 
Congress, connected with that subject. 

On the 21st of January, it was moved that the Senate come to 
the following order: — 

Ordered — That the trustees of the sinking fund lay before 
the Senate an account of the funds under their direction, stating 
specially the reasons of their proceedings, the surpluses now on 
hand, and where deposited.’’ 

This motion was considered on the 23d, when the words “spe- 
cially the reasons of their proceedings” were stricken out; and, 
after an unsuccessful motion to amend the order, by adding *Mo- 
gether with the journal of their proceedings in the execution of 
their trust,” it was agreed to in the original form. 

The following motion was also submitted to the Senate, on the 
21st of January: — 

Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury lay before the 
Senate a general account, exhibiting the amount of all the public 
funds and moneys, (loans included,) uj) to the end of last year, 
and what remains of each appropriation, either in cash, bonds, 
certificates, or other securities, and stating where the balances 
are deposited. 

“ That he also lay before the Senate a copy of the powers un- 
der which he negotiated the loans made under the laws of the 
4th and 12th of August, 1790, and the original communications 
from the public commissioners in Holland, staling the diiTiculties 
of making separate loans under the said acts, as mentioned in his 
letter of January, 1793. 

“ That he particularly slate the amount which has been drawn 
into the United States, of the moneys borrowed in Europe, un- 
der the acts of the 4th and 12th of August, 1790; the purposes 
for which drawn; how any part thereof hath been applied; with 
the balance now on hand, and where deposited.” 

This motion was considered on the 23d, when the first para- 
graph was amended by adding, at the end, these words, as far 
as the same can at present be done;” and the second paragraph 
being withdrawn, the motion was agreed to in the amended 
form. 

Reports, in obedience to this requisition, were submitted by 
the secretary of the treasury to the Senate, on the 6th, 14th, and 
18th of February. 


1793. 


S. Journal, 
p. 473. 


Id. p. 474. 


Id. p. 473. 


Id. p. 474. 


Id. p. 480. 
486. 489. 
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sdCongreM. Qn the 23d of December, 1791, there was presented to the H. Journal, 

]flt Session, »» AOn 

^ House of Representatives a memorial and petition of sundry 
from”'mer5 nnerchants of Charleston, South Carolina, engaged in commerce, 
chants of previously to the late revolution, stating the peculiar hardships 
under which they labour, from the twofold causes of the operation 
of the fourth article of the definitive treaty of peace, and of so 
much of the act of Congress for funding the public debt, as re- 
deems the old continental money, at the rate of one hundred dol- 
lars thereof for one dollar specie; the former requiring them to 
pay their British debts in sterling money, with full interest to 
the present time; and the latter, depriving them of all hope of 
indemnity, from the effects of depreciation and tender laws to 
which they were exposed during the war, and praying relief. 

This memorial was, on the 15th of February following, commit- id. p. 509. 
ted to a committee of the whole house on the state of the Union, 
ad Boasion. Here the subject rested until the next session. In the mean 
time, many petitions of similar import, or nearly so, having re- 
ference to the depreciation on the certificates of debt given to 
them, were presented from the officers and soldiers of the lines 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Maryland, which were referred to a committee of 
the whole house; and, on the 151h of January, 1793, it was moved id. p. 672. 
to refer the memorial of the Charleston merchants to the same 
committee. The previous question being called for, viz: Shall 
the main question, to agree to the said motion, be now put?’’ 
it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Ai/es — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, 

Heister, Kitchell, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, 

Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White, Williamson. — 30. 

JVocs — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Dayton, Giles, Gregg, 

Grove, Hartley, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mer- 
cer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Orr, Page, Parker, Silvester, Tred- 
well, Venable, Ward, Willis. — 24. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the motion, and h. Journal, 
was decided in the negative, as follows: — p. 672,67". 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 

Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Kitchell, 

Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, White. 

— 24 . 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Benson, Dayton, Giles, Green- 
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up, Gregg, Grove, Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lee, Ma- 
con, Madison, Mercer, Muhlenberg, Murray, Niles, Orr, Page, 

Parker, Sedgwick, Silvester, Steele, Tredwcll, Venable, Ward, 
Williamson, Willis. — 30. 

The motion was therefore negatived, and the House went into n. Joumal, 
committee of the whole on the memorials of the ofllccrs and sol- 
diers described, as it had done on the previous day. On the lOth, 
this committee reported a resolution, which being amended to 
read as follows: — 

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
prayer of the memorials of the officers and soldiers of several of 
the lines of the late army of the United States, ought not to be 
granted:’^ 

In this form, the resolution w^as agreed to, as follows: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, id. p. 673, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Findley, Fitzsimons, Gilman, Goodhue, Gor- 
don, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Kitchcll, 

Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Macon, 

Moore, Muhlenberg, Orr, Sedgwick, Silvester, Jere. Smith, Wm. 

Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Tucker, 

Venable, Wadsworth, White, Williamson. — 43. 

JVoes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, (lerry, Giles, Greenup, Hartley, 

Madison, Mercer, Page, Tredvvell. — 10. 
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the 17th of September, 1789, the House of Representa- h. Journal, 
tives, on motion, adopted the following order : — P* 

“ Ordered — That the secretary of the treasury do report to 
this House, an estimate of the sums requisite to be appropriated 
during the present session of Congress towards defraying the ex- 
penses of the civil list, and of the department of war, to the end 
of the present year ; and for satisfying such warrants as have 
been drawn by the late board of treasury, and which may not 
heretofore have been paid.” 


Report rc- On the 21st, the speaker laid before the House a report and id. p. 115. 
feiTed. estimates made by the secretary, pursuant to the above order, 
which were referred to Messrs. Wadsworth, Smith, of Maryland, 
and Smith, of South Carolina. And, on the 21st, Mr. Wads- id. p. 116. 
[H.B. 32.] worth, from this committee, presented a bill making appropria- 
tions for the service of the present year, which was then read 
the first and second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole house. The bill was considered in committee on the 23d, id. p. 119. 
and was reported with an amendment, which was agreed to by 
the House, and the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. On 
the resumption of the bill on the following day, it was recommit- 
ted to a committee of the whole house, and was again considered, 
and reported with an amendment, which was agreed to, on the id. p. 120. 
Bill passed when the bill was read the third time and passed. In the 
by House. Senate, the bill received the first and second reading on the 25th m. p. 122 , 
and 26th, and was committed to Messrs. Read, Butler, King, 
Ellsworth, and Morris. On the 28tb, Mr. Read reported amend- s. Journal, 
ments, which were then agreed to, and the bill was read the ^2 
Passed by third time, and passed as amended. The House of Representa- h. jounial, 
Senate. ^ives immediately considered, and concurred in the amendments P- 127. 
of the Senate. 


ad BcBtion. The House of Representatives, on the 29th of January, 1790, 1790 . 

ordered the appointment of a committee, consisting of Messrs. H.joumS 

p. 150. 
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istoonjrress. Livermorc, Silvester, and Lee, “ to prepare and brine in a bill, 

2d Session. _ , . . . , ^ 

or bills, to appropriate such a sum or sums ot money as may be 

^'^prepare necessary for the payment of the civil list, with the incidental 
appropria- charges thereof for the present year.” 

tion bill. ^ March, the speaker laid before the House a re- H.jmiiml, 

port and estimate from the secretary of the treasury of extraor- P- 
oftreasury. dinarics for the services of the current year, which were referred 

to the above committee; and on the 8th, Mr. Livermore present- id. p. 169. 
[H. B, 47] ed a bill making appropriations for tlie support of government, 
which was then read the first time, and which, on the following 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole house. The bill was considered in commit- 
tee on the 15th, when various amendments were reported, which 
Bill passed 'Were agreed to by the House, and the bill was ordered to the id. p. 174, 
by House, third reading, which it received on the next day. 

In the Senate, the bill was read the first time, on the IGth, s, .Tournal, 
and, on the 18th, it received the second reading, and was com- 
mitted to Messrs. Few, Johnston, Butler, Izard, and Langdon. 

Bill passed And, on the 22d, the bill was reported with amendments, after la.p. i2j. 
by Senate, adoption of which, it was read the third time, and passed. 

The House of Representatives, on the 23d, amended the amend- H.Joumab 
ments of the Senate, by introducing the following : “ To Gifford P* 

Dally, door-keeper to the House of Representatives, 102 dollars,” p. 123. 
as an addition to the following clause, introduced by the Senate, 

“To James Mathers, door-keeper to the Senate, 00 dollars.’^ 

The Senate, on the same day, resolved not to agree to the 
amendment of the House, but to insist on their own amendment, ii. journal. 
And, on the 24th, the House receded from their amendment. P* 


3 d Session. The Speaker laid before the House of Representatives, on tlie 1791, 
6th of January, 1701, a statement from the secretary of the iT j^umd. 
treasury, of the further appropriations of money necessary for P* ^50. 
the support of civil government, for the current year. On the 
26th, Messrs. Lawrance, Clymer, and Boudinot, were appointed id. p. 364. 
[H.B.ISO.] a committee, to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, making ap- 
propriations for the service of the current year. Mr. Lawrance, 
on the 31st, presented a bill, making appropriations for the sup- jj. p.367, 
port of government during the year 1791, and for other pur- 
poses;” which was then read the first time, and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was ordered to be cn- 
Bill passed, grossed and read the third time. The bill was passed by the 

House on the 2d, and sent to the Senate for concurrence, where s. JommI, 
it was read the first and second time, on the 2d and 3d, and was P- 
VoL. I.— 86 
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i*tcongreB«. committed to Messrs. Dalton, Carroll, and Bassett. Mr. Dalton 

SdSesBion. , , _ , , , 

reported amendments on the 5th, which were disagreed to by s. Journal, 
the Senate on the 7th, and the bill was ordered to the third 
BillpaBsed. reading. On the following day, the bill was passed. 


w congrcBs. On thc 7th of November, the speaker laid before the House h. Journal 

iHtSesRion. « . „ , .. ^ a An 

a report from the secretary of the treasury, of certain estimates 
of sums necessary to be appropriated for certain objects therein 
specified, including the service of the year 1792, which was re- 
ferred to Messrs. Lawrance, Baldwin, and Ashe, with instruction 
to prepare and report a bill. Mr. Lawrance, on the 22d, pre- id. p. 458. 
[H.B.149.] sented a bill, making appropriations for the support of govern- 
ment for the year 1792, which was then read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill was considered in committee of the whole on the 5ih of id. p. 468. 
December, when several amendments were reported, and agreed 
to by the House, after which the bill was recommitted to the 
original committee : and, on the next day, Mr. Lawrance report- id. p. 469. 
[H.B.156.] ed from this committee an amendatory bill. This bill was read 

the first and second time, on thc 7th, and received the third id. p. 470. 
reading, and was passed, on the day following. The bill, as it s. Journal, 

was sent to the Senate, is as follows: — P* 351— 

353. 

Appropiia- ^ Section 1. Be it enacted, hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
tion bill. atives of the United States of America^ in Congress assembled — That, 
for the service of thc year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and the support of the civil list of the United States, in- 
cluding the incidental and contingent expenses of the several de- 
partments and offices thereof, there shall be appropriated a sum 
of money, not exceeding three hundred and twenty-eight thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty-three dollars, and fifty-six cents; that 
is to say ; — 

** For the compensations granted by law to the President of 
the United States, the Vice-President, chief justice, associate 
judges, and attorney general, fifty-three thousand dollars. 

“ For the like compensations to thc district judges, nineteen 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

“For the like compensations to the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and the officers and attendants of 
the two houses, estimated on a session of six months’ continu- 
ance, and including the travelling expenses of the members, one 
hundred and twenty-nine thousand, seven hundred and thirty 
dcdlais. 
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2 d Congress. « For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of s. Journal, 

7 the several departments of the treasury of the United States, in- P* 

Uon eluding clerks and attendants, and the salaries of the respective 
loan officers, sixty thousand three hundred dollars. 

<<For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of 
the department of state, six thousand three hundred dollars. 

For the like compensations to the secretary and officers of 
the department of war, nine thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the like compensations to the members of the board of 
commissioners, for the settlement of the accounts between the 
United States and the individual states, including clerks and at- 
tendants, thirteen thousand one hundred dollars. 

‘‘For the like compensations to the governors, judges, and 
other officers of the western territory of the United States, in- 
cluding contingencies, eleven thousand dollars. 

For the payment of the annual grant to Baron Steuben, pur- 
suant to an act of Congress, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late go- 
vernment, two thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven dollars 
and seventy-three cents. 

‘‘ For defraying all other incidental and contingent expenses 
of the civil list establishment, including firewood, stationary, 
together with the printing work, and all other contingent ex- 
penses of the two houses of Congress, rent and office expenses 
of the three several departments; namely: treasury, slate, war, 
and of the general board of commissioners, twenty thousand five 
hundred and fifty-five dollars and eighty-three cents. 

Seel. 2. Snd he it ftirlher -That, for discharging 

certain liquidated claims upon the United States, for making 
good deficiencies in former appropriations for the support of the 
civil list establishment, and for aiding the fund appropriated 
for the payment of certain officers of the courts, jurors, and 
witnesses, and for the establishment of ten cutters, there 
shall be appropriated a sum of money not exceeding one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven thousand one hundred and nineteen dol- 
lars and forty-nine cents; that is to say, 

For discharging a balance due on a liquidated claim of 
His Most Christian Majesty against the United States, for sup- 
plies during the late war, nine thousand and twenty dollars and 
sixty-eight cents. 

For payment of the principal and interest on a liquidated 
claim of Oliver Pollock, late commercial agent of the United 
States, at New Orleans, for supplies of clothing, arms, and mili- 
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tary stores, during the late war, one hundred and eight thousand 
six hundred and five dollars and two cents. 

For making good deficiencies in the last appropriations for 
the compensations to sundry officers of the civil list establish- 
ment, five thousand four hundred and seventy-one dollars. 

“ For defraying sundry authorized expenses to the commis- 
sioners of loans in the several states, twenty-one thousand dol- 
lars. 

For defraying a balance of certain liquidated and contingent 
expenses in the treasury department, two thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars. 

For defraying the additional expense of the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States, nineteen thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-two dollars, and seventy-nine cents. 

For making good a deficiency in former appropriations to 
discharge the expenses of clerks, jurors, and witnesses, in the 
courts of the United States, five thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and repair of light-houses, beacons, 
piers, stakes, and buoys, sixteen thousand dollars. 

‘‘For the expense of keeping prisoners committed under the 
authority of the United States, four thousand dollars. 

“ For the expense of cleiks and books in arranging the pub- 
lic securities, two thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

“ For the purchase of hydrometers for the use of the officers g. joumal, 
in the execution of the laws of the revenue, one thousand dol- p- 353. 
lars. 

“ For the further expense of building and equipping ten cut- 
ters, two thousand dollars. 

“ Sect. 3. be it further enacted — That, for the support 

of the military establishment of the United States, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the payment of the 
annual allowances to the invalid pensioners of the United States, 
for defraying all expenses incident to the Indian department, and 
for defraying the expenses incurred in the defensive protection 
of the frontiers against the Indians, during the years one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety, and one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one, by virtue of the authority vested in the President of 
the United States, by the acts relative to the military establish- 
ment, (passed the twenty-ninth of September, one thousand se- 
ven hundred and eighty-nine, and the thirtieth of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety,) and for which no appro- 
priations have been made, there shall be appropriated a sum of 
money not exceeding five hundred and thirty-two thousand four 
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hundred and forty-nine dollars seventy-six cents, and two-thirds 
of a cent; that is to say: — 

For the pay of the troops, one hundred and two thousand six 
hundred and eighty-six dollars. 

For subsistence, one hundred and nineteen thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-eight dollars and ninety-seven cents. 

For clothing, forty -eight tliousaiul dollars. 

<< For forage, four thousand one hundred and hfty-tvvo dollars. 

^‘For the hospital department, six thousand dollars. 

^‘For the quarter-master’s department, fifty thousand dollars. 

^‘For the ordnance department, seven thousand two hundred 
and four dollars and sixty-four cents. 

^‘For the contingent expenses of the war department, in- 
cluding maps, hire of expresses, allowances to officers for extra 
expenses, printing, loss of stores of all kinds, advertising and ap- 
prehending deserters, twenty thousand dollars. 

<^For the discharge of certain sums due for pay and subsist- 
ence of sundry officers of the late army, and for pay of the late 
Maryland line, for which no appropriations have been made, 
ten thousand four hundred and ninety dollars and thirty-six 
cents. 

‘‘For the payment of the annual allowances to invalid pen- 
sioners, eighty-seven thousand four hundred and sixty-three dol- 
lars, sixty cents, and two-thirds of a cent. 

“ For defraying all expenses incident to the Indian department, 
authorized by law, thirty-nine thousand four hundred and twenty- 
four dollars and seventy-one cents. 

“ For defraying the expenses incurred in the defensive pro- 
tection of the frontiers, as before recited, thirty-seven thousand 
three hundred and thirty-nine dollars and forty-eight cents. 

“ Sect. 4. Jlnd be it farther enacted — That the several ap- 
propriations hereinbefore made, shall be paid and discharged out of 
the funds following; namely: First, out of the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars, which, by the act, entitled ‘ An act making pro- 
vision for the debt of the United States,’ is reserved yearly for the 
support of the government of the United States, and their common 
defence; and, secondly, out of such surplus as shall have accrued 
to the end of the present year, upon the revenues heretofore es- 
tablished, over and above the sums necessary for the payment of 
interest on the public debt, during the same year, and for satis- 
fying other prior appropriations.” 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the 8th of g, journal, 
December, and, on the next day, was read the second time, and p-354, 355. 
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referred to Messrs. Monroe, Sherman, Burr, Gunn, and Head. 
Mr. Monroe, on the 13th, reported amendments which were 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to the third reading. The 
bill was further considered on the 14th, 15th, and 16th, and fur- 
ther amended; and, on the 19th, it was read the third time and 
passed, with the following amendments: — 

Sect. 1, line 6. Expunge ^ eight, ^ and insert ^nine.^ 

Same section, line 39. After < twenty,’ insert ^ one.’ 

At the end of the section, insert, 

<< ^nd he it further enacted — That the compensation to the 
door-keepers of the two houses, for services which have been 
heretofore rendered, or may be rendered in the recess of Con- 
gress, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, 
and certified by the President of the Senate, or speaker of the 
House of Representatives, in manner required by law, for like 
services during sessions, shall be discharged out of the money 
hereinbefore appropriated for the contingent expenses of the two 
houses of Congress.” 

Sect. 2, line 14. After « cents,’ insert ‘provided that the 
said moneys be not paid to the said Oliver Pollock, without the 
consent of the agents of the court of Spain.’ ” 

These amendments being sent to the House, were concurred 
in by that branch on the following day. 

The customary report of the secretary of the treasury, with 
estimates of the appropriations required for the service of the 
year 1793, was laid before the House of Representatives on the 
14th of November, 1792; and, on the 22d, was committed to a 
committee of the whole house. The estimates were the subject 
of consideration in committee of the whole on the 29th and 30th 
of November, and on the 3d, 12th, and 13th of December, when 
the following resolutions were reported, and agreed to by the 
House: — 

“ Resolved — That, for defraying the expenditure of the civil 
list of the United Stales, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, together with the incidental and contin- 
gent expenses of the several departments and offices thereof, 
there be appropriated the several sums of money following; to 
wit: — 

“ For compensation to the President of the United 

States, ----- g25,000 

“ That of the Vice-President, - - - 5,000 

“ Compensation to the chief justice, - - 4,000 


1791. 


S. Journal, 
p.356,357. 


H. Journal, 
p. 478. 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p. 620. 625. 


Id. p. 630, 
631. 

Id. p. 636. 
638. 
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“Compensation to five associate judges, at §3,500 jocr 


annum, each, - 

- 

17,500 

Resolu- 
tions of 
House. 

“ Ditto 
namely: 

of the judges of the following districtsj 


“ Maine, 

- gl,000 

Pennsylvania, 

1,600 


“New Hampshire, 

1,000 

Delaware, 

800 


Vermont, 

800 

Maryland, 

1,500 


“ Massachusetts, 

1,200 

Virginia, 

1,800 


“ Rhode Island 

800 

Kentucky, 

1,000 


“ Connecticut, 

1,000 

North Carolina, 

1,500 


“ New York, 

1,500 

Soutii Carolina, 

1,800 


“ New Jersey, 

1,000 Georgia, 

“Attorney General, 1,900. 

1,500 


Members of the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
their Officers. 

“ To the speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for his compensation to the 
5d March, 1793, 119 days, at twelve 
dollars per day, - - - §1,428 

“ Also, for compensation to the speaker of 
tlie 3d Congress, for the residuary time, 
so as to estimate for G months’ attend- 
ance in one year, at 12 dollars per day, 702 

2,190 

“ To 98 members, to 3d March, 1793, 119 

days, at G dollars per day, - - 69,972 

“For compensation to 134 members of the 
3d Congress, for the residuary time, so 
as to estimate for 6 months’ attendance 
in one year, at 6 dollars, per day, each, 42,744 

112,716 

“ Travelling expenses to and from the seat 

of government, - - • §20,000 

“To the secretary of the Senate, one year’s 
salary, - . - 1,500 

“Additional allowance estimated for 


six months, at two dollars per day, 365 

1,865 

Principal clerk to the secretary of the Se- 
nate, for same time, at three dollars per 
day, ... - 

547 50 

Engrossing clerk to do., estimated do., 
at two dollars do., - - . 

365 

Chaplain to the Senate, estimated for same 
time, at five hundred dollars per annum, 

250 


687 

im 


H. Journal, 

p. 639. 
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“Door-keeper to the Senate, one year’s sala- 
ry, . . - - 500 

“ Assistant door-keeper to do. do., - 450 

“Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, for one year’s salary, 1,500 

“Additional allowance, estimated for 

6 months, at two dollars per day, S65 

1,865, 

“Principal clerk in the office of the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, esti- 
mated for 6 months, at three dollars per 


day, - _ - - 547 50 

“Engrossing clerk, estimated for same time, 

at 2 dollars per day, - - 365 

“ Chaplain to the House of Representatives, 
estimated for 6 months, at 500 dollars 
per annurriy - _ . 250 

“Sergeant-at-arms for same time, at 4 dol- 
lars per day, - - - 750 

“Door-keeper of the House of Representa- 
tives, estimated one year’s salary, - 500 

“Assistant door-keeper for do., one year’s 

salary, - - - - 451 

143,591 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


“ Secretary of the treasury, 

- 

3,500 

“ Two principal clerks, at 800 dollars each 

1,600 

“ Six clerks, at 500 dollars each. 

- 

3,000 

“ Messenger and office keeper, 

■ 

250 

8,350 

“Comptroller of the treasury. 

2,400 


“Principal clerk, 

800 


“Twelve clerks, at 500 dollars each, 

6,000 


“ Messenger and office keeper. 

250 

9,450 

“Treasurer, - - - 

2,400 


“Principal clerk. 

600 


“ Two clerks, at 500 dollars each. 

1,000 


Messenger and office keeper, 

100 

4,100 

“ Commissioner of the revenue, - 
“ Three clerks in the business of the 

1,900 

revenue, &c., 

“ One do. in the business of the light- 

1,500 
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houses, beacons, buoys, public 


piers, and stakeage, - - 500 

“ Messenger and office keeper, 200 


“ Auditor of the treasury, - 1,900 

“ Principal clerk, - - 800 

“■Fifteen clerks, at 500 dollars each, 7,500 
“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 


“ Register of the treasury, - 1,750 

“Three clerks on the impost, tonnage, 

and excise accounts, - 1,500 

“Two clerks on the books and ac- 
counts relative to the exports, 1,000 
“Two clerks on the books of receipts 
and expenditures of public mo- 
neys, at 500 dollars, - 1,000 

“One do. for recording ships’ regis- 
ters and licenses, - - 500 

“ Three do. for drawing out, check- 
ing, issuing and taking receipts 
for certificates of the domestic 
and assumed debts, - - 1,500 


“ Four do. on the books of the general 
and particular loan offices, com- 
prehending the interest accounts 


and unclaimed dividends at the 
several loan offices, - 2,000 

“ Seven do. on the books and records 
which relate to the public credi- 
tors on the several descriptions of 
stock and transfer, - - 3,500 

“ Four do. on the books and records 

of the registered debt, including 
the payment of its interest, 2,000 

“ Two do. to complete the arrange- 
ment of the public securities, in 
books prepared for their recep- 
tion in numerical order, - 1,000 

“ Two do. on the books of the late 

government, - - - 1,000 

“ One transcribing do. - - 500 

“ Two office-keepers incident to the 
several offices of the register, at 
175 dollars, - - - 350 


4,100 


10,450 


GSO 

1792. 
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“ Two clerks, appointed to count and 
examine the old and new emis- 
sions of continental money and 
indents, at 500 hundred dollars, 
each, - - - - 


“ Department of State. 


“ The secretary of state, - - 3,500 

One chief clerk, - - 800 

“ Three clerks, at 500 dollars each, 1,500 
“ Clerk for foreign languages, - 250 

“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 


Department of War. 
“ Secretary of the department, - 3,000 

“ Principal clerk, - - 800 

“ Six clerks, at 500 dollars each, - 3,000 

“ Messenger and office keeper, - 250 


Accountant to the war department, 1,200 
“ Six clerks, (one on the principal 
books, two on the accounts of the 
late army, two on the accounts 
of the present army, and one on 
the principal books of the late 
pay-master general and commis- 
sioner of army accounts) at 500 
dollars each, - - - 3,000 


« Board of Commissioners for the 
Settlement of the Accounts 
between the United States 
and the individual States. 


1,000 

55,050 


6,300 


7,050 


4,200 

11,250 


‘‘ Three commissioners, at 2,250 dol- 


lars each, - - - 

3,375 


“ One chief clerk, at 800 dollars. 

400 


“ Eleven do. at 500 dollars each, - 

2,750 


Messenger and office keeper. 

125 


Loan Officers. 


6,650 

“ For New Hampshire, - 

- 

650 

“Massachusetts, - 

- 

1,500 

“ Rhode Island, - 

- 

600 

“ Connecticut, 

- 

1,000 

“New York, 

- 

1,500 

“ New Jersey, 

- 

700 
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“ Pennsylvania, 

- 

1,500 

“ Delaware, 

- 

600 

“ Maryland, 

- 

1,000 

“Virginia, 

- 

1,500 

“ North Carolina, 

- 

1,000 

“ South Carolina, 

- 

1,000 

“ Georgia, 

- 

700 


<< Government of the Western Territory, 


District north-west of the river Ohio, Go- 
vernor, for his salary as such, and for 
discharging the duties of superintendent 
of Indian affairs, northern department, 2,000 
“ The secretary of said district - - 750 

“ For stationary, office rent, and printing 

patents for land, &c. - 350 

“ The three judges, at 800 dollars each - 2,400 


“District south-west of the river Ohio, go- 
vernor, for his salary as such, and for 
discharging the duties of superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs, southern depart- 


ment, - - - - 2,000 

“ Secretary of said district, - - 750 

“ Stationary, office rent, &c. &c. - 350 

“ Three judges, at 800 dollars, - 2,400 


15,250 


11,000 


“ Pensions granted hy the late Government : — 


* Isaac Van Wert, 
‘John Paulding, 
‘David Williams, 


a pension of 200 dollars 
1 per annum, pursuant to 
an act of Congress, of 
3d November, 1780, 
Dominique L’Eglize, per act of Congress 
of 8th August, 1782, 

Joseph Traversie, per do. 

Youngest son of General Mercer, per act 
8th April, 1782, - - - 

Youngest children of the late Major Ge- 
neral Warren, per act Ist July, 1780, 


“James M^Kensie, 


per act of 10th Septem- 


* r , ber, 1783, entitled to a 

:: h‘“ 

J each, per annum, 

“Elizabeth Bergen, per act of 2l8t August, 


1781, .... 
“Joseph De Beauleau, per act of 5th Au- 
gust, 1782, - - . - 


600 

120 

120 

400 

450 

120 
53 53 
100 
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Richard Gridley, per acts of If th Novem- 
ber, Iff 5, and 26th February, 1781, 
Lieutenant Colonel Tousard, per act 2fth 
October, 1788, - - - 


444 40 
360 

g2,f6f 73 


“ Grant to Baron Steuben. 

“His annual allowance by act of Congress, g2,500 

“FOR INCIDENTAL AND CONTINGENT 
EXPENSES RELATIVE TO THE CIVIL 
LIST ESTABLISHMENT. 

“Under this head are comprehended fire- 
wood, stationary, together with printing 
work, and all other contingent expenses 
of the two houses of Congress, rent, and 
office expenses of the three several de- 
partments; namely: treasury, state, and 
war, and of the general board of commis- 
sioners, 

“Secretary of the Senate, his esti- 
mate, ... gSjOOO 

Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, his do. to 3d March, 1793, 4,152 

“ Provisionary for the 3d Congress, 2,400 

9,552 

12,052 

“ Treasury Department. 


“ Secretary of the treasury, per estimate, S500 
“ Comptroller of the treasury, per do. 600 

“Treasurer, per do. 450 

Commissioner of the revenue, per do. 300 

“ Auditor of the treasury, per do. 600 

“ Register of the treasury, (including books 

for public stocks,) per do. 2,000 

“ Rent of the treasury, - - - 650 

“ Do. of a house taken for a part of the office 

of the register, - - . 200 

Do. of a house for the dfice of the com- 
missioner of the revenue, and for part 
of the office of the comptroller, and part 
of the office of the register, - - 266 66 

“ Do. of a house for the office of the auditor, 

and a small store for public papers, - 373 33 

** Wood for the department, (treasurer's ex- 
cepted,) candles, &c. - - 1,200 


7,139 99 
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Department of State. 

“Including the expense attending the collection of the 
laws of the several states; for publishing the laws of 
the second session of the second Congress of the 
United States, and printing an edition of the same, 
to be distributed agreeably to law; for the collection 
of newspapers from the different states, and gazettes 
from abroad, - - - - - 1,851 67 

“ Department of TVar. 

“ Secretary of war, per estimate, - - 600 

“ Accountant to the war department, - 300 

900 

“ General board of commissioners, per estimate, 814 

$345,816 39 


Resolved — That, for making good deficiencies for the sup- 
port of the civil list establishment, for aiding the fund appro- 
priated for the payment of certain officers of the courts, jurors, 
and witnesses, for the support of light-houses, and for the esta- 
blishment of ten cutters, and for other purposes, there be appro- 
priated the several sums of money following; to wit: — 

< For the Salaries of Certain Officers, hy an Jlct making JiU 
ierations in the Treasury and War Departments. 

“ Salary of the commissioner of the revenue, 
from the 8tli May, 179^, to 31st Decem- 
ber following, at 1900 dollars per ann. Sl,938 93 
“ Salary of three clerks in the business of 
the revenue, same time, at 500 dollars 
per annurn^ each, - - - 

“ Do. one do, in the business of the light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, public piers, 
and stakeage, at 500 dollars per annum, 
for same time, . - - 

“ Do. messenger, at 200 dollars per annum, 

for do., - 

“ Contingent expenses for procuring desks, 
and other furniture, stationary, &c., 

“ Salary of the accountant to the war depart- 
ment, from 8th May to 31st December 
following, at 1200 dollars per annum, 

“ Do. of his clerk, from 23d July to do., at 

500 dollars, . _ _ 

“ Contingent expenses for his office, 


978 09 

326 03 

130 41 
200 

782 46 

220 10 
163 33 
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“ Salary of each of the two principal clerks 
to the secretary of the treasury, at 800 
dollars per annum, each, for the same 
period, , - - - 1,043 28 

“ Do. of a clerk to the treasurer, from the 
18th June to 31st December, 1792, at 
500 dollars per annum, - - 269 86 

“ For the increased salary of the comptroller 
of the treasury, from 8th May, 1792, to 
31st December following, at 400 dollars 
per annum, . - . 260 82 

“ For the increased salary of the auditor of 
the treasury, from the 8th May, 1792, 
to 31st December following, at 400 dol- 
lars per annum, - _ . 260 82 

“Do. of the treasurer for same time, at 400 

dollars, - - . . 260 82 

“ Do. of the register, for same time, at 500 

dollars, - - . - S26 03 

“Do. of the attorney general, for same time, 

at 400 dollars - - - 260 82 

“ Do. of the chief clerk in the department of 

war, same time, at 200 dollars, - 130 41 

6,852 21 

To make good Deficiencies for the Support of the 
Civil List; namely : — 

“To the clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, for amount of his estimate, B302 
“ And for the pay of Bernard Webb, 
his principal clerk, from 1st July, 
to the 1st October, 1792j 92 days, 
at 3 dollars per day, - 276 

“For so much short, estimated for the con- 
tingent expenses of the office of the se- 
cretary of state, - - - 

“ Do. for contingent expenses of the treasury 
department, the payments thereof, to the 
30th Sept. 1792, having exceeded the 
said appropriations by the sum of SI 500 
** Estimated amount of expenses to 31st 

December, 1792, - - 900 

“ For so much short appropriated for the of- 
fice of the register of the treasury, the 
estimate for 1792 having been for only 


8578 


93 34 


2,400 

H. Journal, 
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2d conyrffss. onc officc keeper, whereas, from the in- 

^ creased number of offices, and their be- 

^ ResdU' ing kept in separate houses, two officc 

House. keepers were required, and have been 

employed, at 175 dolls, each, g350 
“Deduct appropriation for one, - 250 

, 100 


“ For the salaries of the door-keepers and assistant door- 
keepers to the Senate and House of Representatives, 
under the act for their compensation, passed the 1 2th 
April, 1792: — 

“For the salary of the door-keeper of the Senate, from 
the 9th May, 1792, to the 31st December following, 
at 500 dollars ;)er anm<m, - - $324 65 

“ For do., same time, for door-keeper of the 
House of Representatives, at 500 dolls. 
jier annum, - - - 324 65 

“ For do. to the assistant door-keeper to the 
Senate, for the same time, at 450 per an- 
num, - - - . 292 19 

“For do. to the assistant door-keeper to the 
House of Representatives, for same time, 
at 450 dolls. |3er annwm, - - 292 19 


“ Commissioners of loans in the several states, for the 
salaries of their clerks and for stationary, under the 
act passed the 8th May, 1792; — 

“By their accounts, rendered to the 31st December, 
1791, an additional appropriation is requisite, 
of - - - - - 81,650 

“ From their accounts already rendered for 
the present year, the following sums are 
estimated for each office to Slst Decem- 
ber, 1792, the aggregate whereof is cal- 
culated sufficient to cover all demands 
to that period, namely: — 


“ Wm. Gardner, New Hampshire, 

650 


“ Nathaniel Appleton, Massachusetts, - 

00 

52 

‘^.Jabez Bowen, Rhode Island, - 

1,073 

24 

“Wm. Imlay, Connecticut, 

1,984 


John Cochran, New York, 

7,577 

68 

“ James Ewing, New Jersey, 

500 


Thomas Smith, Pennsylvania, 

2,209 

34 

“James Tilton, Delaware, 

200 


“Thomas Harwood, Maryland, - 

1,013 

70 


3,171 34 


1,233 68 


im 
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“Joha Hopkins, Virginia, - - 3,714 56 

“Wm. Skinner, North Carolina, - 844 44 

“John Neufville, South Carolina, - 1,500 

“Richard Wylley, Georgia, - - 364 80 

“ To extend their allowance for said ex- 
penses, to 1st of March, 1793, in con- 
formity with said act, - - 4,666 67 

32,729 95 


“Clerks of courts, jurors, witnesses, &c., the fund 
arising from fines, forfeitures, and penalties, having 
last year proved insufficient for the discharge of the 
accounts of clerks of courts, &c., to which they 
were appointed^ a sum for the present year is esti- 
mated, in order to provide against a similar contin- 
gency, of - - - - - 12,000 

“ For the maintenance and support of light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, public piers, and stakeage of channels, 
bars, and shoals; and for occasional improvements 
in the construction of the lanterns, and of the lamps 
and materials used therein, . - - 20,000 

“ For the establishment of ten cutters, deficiency in the 
appropriation heretofore made for building and 
equipping ten cutters, - - - - 3,000 

“ For the purchase of hydrometers for the use of the of- 
ficers of the customs and inspectors of the revenue, 
for the year 1793, - - - $;1,500 

“And to make good so much short, esti- 
mated for 1792, - - - 610 10 

2,110 10 

“ For the expenses towards the safe keeping and prose- 
cution of persons committed for offences against the 
United States, - _ . - 4,000 

“ For the payment of Robert Fenner, late agent for the 
North Carolina line, his commission of one cent, 
on gl6,905 38, paid to the officers of the said line, 
for their pay and subsistence, for the years 1782 and 
1783, - - - - - - 169 05 

“For the discharge of such demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been 
ascertained jftnd admitted, in due course of settle- 
ment at tii* treasury, and which are of a nature, 
according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, - - . . . 5,000 

$90,266 33 

Resolved — That, for defraying the expenses of the war de- 


1792. 


H. Journsd, 
p. 644. 
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im 


partment, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, there be appropriated the following sums; namely: — 


«FOU THE PAY OF THE LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


“ General Staff, per mouth. 


PER TEAR. 

“ 1 major general, - - - at Si 66 


$1,992 

“ 4 brigadier generals, 

104 


4,992 

“ 1 major commandant of artillery, - 

55 


660 

“ 1 major of dragoons. 

55 


660 

“ 1 quarter-master general, - 

100 


1,200 

1 pay-master, at head quarters. 

60 


720 

“ 1 adjutant general, to do the duty as in- 




spector, - - - 

75 


900 

“ 1 chaplain, - . . 

50 


600 

“ 1 surgeon of the staff. 

70 


840 

“ 1 deputy quarter-master, 

50 


600 

“ 2 aides-de-camp to the major general, in ad- 




dition to their pay in the line. 

24 


576 

“4 do. one for each of the brigadiers, in ad- 




dition to their pay in the line, 

24 


1,152 

“ 4 brigade majors, to act as deputy inspect- 




ors, in addition to their pay in the line, 

24 


1,152 

“6 surgeons* mates for the hospitals for the 




western and southern frontiers, - 

30 


2,160 

“ 1 principal artificer, 

40 


480 

“ 1 second artificer, - - - 

26 


312 

“ The first Sub-Lcgicrti. 




“ FIELD. 




“ 3 majors, - - - 

50 


1,800 

STAFF. 




“ 1 sub-legionary pay-master. 

10 

$120 


“ 1 sub-legionary quarter-master, 

8 

96 


“ 3 battalion quarter-masters, 

8 

288 


“ 3 adjutants, _ - _ 

10 

360 


“ 1 Bub-legionary surgeon. 

45 

540 


“3 battalion surgeons’ mates, 

30 

1,080 


“ 3 sergeant majors, 

7 

252 


“ 3 quarter-master sergeants, 

7 

252 

2,988 

“ One Company of Artillery. 




“ 1 captain, - - - - 

40 

480 


“ 2 lieutenants, 

26 

624 


“ 4 sergeants. 

6 

288 


“ 4 corporals, . - - 

5 

240 


“ 10 artificers, 

8 

960 



VoL. L— 88 
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PEE MO. 

PEE TEAB. 


** 40 privates, . - - 

3 

81,440 


“ 2 musicians, . . - 

- “ One Troop of Horse. 

4 

96 

4,128 

H. Journal, 
p. 644. 

** 1 captain, . - - 

40 

480 

“ 1 lieutenant, > - - 

26 

312 


1 cornet, - - - - 

20 

240 


•* 6 sergeants, - - - 

6 

432 


6 corporals, . - - 

5 

360 


** 1 farrier, - - - - 

8 

96 


“ 1 saddler, . . - 

8 

96 


•* 1 trumpeter, . - > 

4 

48 


** 65 dragoons, , - - 

3 

2,340 

4,404 

Eight Compafiics of Infantry. 

** 8 captains, . _ . 

40 

3,840 


“ 8 lieutenants, - - - 

26 

2,496 


“ 8 ensigns, > _ . 

20 

1,920 


“ 48 sergeants, . - - 

6 

3,456 


“ 48 corporals, _ - - 

5 

2,880 


“ 1 senior musician, - - - 

6 

72 


“ 15 musicians, - - - 

4 

720 


“ 648 privates, - - - 

3 

23,328 

38,712 

“ Four Companies of Riflemen. 

“ 4 captains, . . - 

40 

1,920 


“ 4 lieutenants, . . - 

26 

1,248 


“4 ensigns, . - . 

20 

960 


“ 24 sergeants, . - - 

6 

1,728 


** 24 corporals, - - - 

5 

1,440 


“ 4 buglers, - . - 

4 

192 


“ 328 privates, - _ - 

5 

11,808 

19,296 


Sn,328 


“ Amount of Pay of the Legion of the United States. 
“ General staff, - - - - - 

“ The first sub-legion, - _ . - 

“The second sub-legion, to the same amount, 

“ The third sub-legion, do. do. 

“ The fourth sub-legion, do. do. 


“SUBSISTENCE. 

“ 1 major general, 

“4 brigadier generals, 


BATIOirS. HATIONS. 

at 15 per day, 5,475 
12 do. 17,520 


818,996 

71,328 

71,328 

71,328 

71,328 
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RATIONS. 

2d ^sBion. fttA 

“ 14 majors, 

4 

do. 

20,440 

Resolu- <« 1 adjutant, 

6 

do. 

2,190 

Ho^e.^^ 1 pay-master at head quarters, 

4 

do. 

1,460 

“ 1 quarter-master, 

6 

do. 

2,190 

‘‘1 deputy quarter-master, - 

3 

do. 

1,095 

“ 1 surgeon to the staff*. 

6 

do. 

2,190 

“4 surgeons. 

3 

do. 

4,380 

“12 surgeons’ mates. 

2 

do. 

8,760 

“6 do. for garrisons, 

2 

do. 

4,380 

“ 1 principal artificer. 

3 

do. 

1,095 

“ 1 second artificer. 

o 

do. 

730 

“56 captains, 

3 

do. 

61,320 

“60 lieutenants, 

2 

do. 

43,800 

“48 ensigns. 

2 

do. 

35,040 

“4 cornets, 

2 

do. 

2,920 




214,985 rations, 

Or money in lieu thereof, at the option of the 


officers, at the contract price at the posts, 
respectively, where the rations shall be- 


come due. 




“ 240 non-commissioned and privates. 




artillery, 


320 do. do. 

cavalry. 


“4,560 do. do. 

infantry. 


“ 5,120 men, at 1 ration per day, 

- 

1,868,800 



2, 

,083,785 rations. 


“ 2,083,785 rations, at 15 cents per ration, - S3 12,567 75 


“FORAGE. 

PER MONTH. 


1 major general, - - - 

at S20 

S240 

4 brigadier generals, 

16 

768 

13 majors, _ . _ 

10 

1,560 

1 pay-master at head quarters. 

10 

120 

1 adjutant general, 

12 

144 

1 quarter-master general, - 

12 

144 

1 deputy quarter-master general, - 

10 

120 

6 aides-de-camp, - - - 

10 

720 

4 brigade majors, - - - 

6 

288 

4 adjutants, - - . 

6 

288 

1 surgeon to the staff*, 

12 

144 

4 surgeons, - - . 

10 

480 

12 surgeons’ mates, 

6 

864 

6 do. for the garrisons, - - 

6 

432 


1792. 


II. Journal, 
p. 646. 
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PER MONTH. 

“ 4 pay-masters, - - - 6 

‘^12 quarter-masters, - - 6 


“ Cavalry unprovided for in the Year 1792 . 


** 1 major, - - - - 10 

“4 captains, - - - 10 

“ 4 lieutenants, . - - 6 

“ 4 cornets, - - - - 6 


288 

864 


gl20 

480 

288 

288 


“ Far the Year 1793 . 

1 major, - - - ‘ 

“4 captains, - - - 

“4 lieutenants, - - - 

“4 cornets, - - - - 

“ 320 non-commissioned and privates, 


10 120 

10 480 

6 288 

6 288 

G 25,040 


sr,464 


1,176 


26,21G 


5^34,856 


« CLOTHING. 

‘‘ 240 non-commissioned and privates, artillery, 

“ 320 do. do. cavalry, 

<‘4,560 do. do. infantry, 


“5,120 

“ 480 contingencies. 

“ 5,600 suits, at 20 dollars per suit, - - g 112, 000 

“ Equipments for Cavalry. 

“ Boots, horsemen’s caps, and such articles as may be lost 

or worn, conjectural, . . - - g5,000 

“ Horses for Cavalry. 

“ To replace the horses which may die, or become unfit for 

service, conjectural, . _ - - g5,000 

“BOUNTY. 

“To complete the number in lieu of discharged soldiers, 
those rendered unfit for duty, and deserters, conjec- 
tural, 500 soldiers, including premium, at glO each, $5,000 

“ Additional Bounty, for which no Provision was made, 
hiU allowed by the Act, parsed March 5th, 1792. 

“ 952 non-commissioned and privates in service, at two dol- 
lars, ------ 

“4,168 do. to be raised, being estimated in former esti- 
mate, at eight dollars, including premium 5 the act of 


1,904 
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the fifth March, seventeen hundred and ninety-two, 
allowing ten dollars, is for the difference two dollars, 8,336 

SI 5, 240 

Defensive Protection of the Frontiers, 

“Pay, &c. of the militia and scouts, estimated at - — 

“ Hospital Department, 

“For medicines, instruments, furniture, and stores, for the 
liospital, for the garrisons and posts on the western and 
southern frontiers, also the pay and subsistence of a 
purveyor, assistants, and nurses, in the hospitals, con- 
jectural, ------ 

“ Quarter’ Masters Department, 

“ Pack horses and forage, tents, boats, &c.; also, the trans- 
portation of the recruits, ordnance, and military stores, 
and all the articles of the quarter-master’s department, 
the purchase of axes, camp-kettles, pack-saddles, iron, 
fuel, boards, nails, paint, company books, stationary, 

&c.; also, the pay and subsistence of artificers em- 
ployed in the said department, conjectural, - 

‘‘ Indian Department, 

“ The expenses in this department amount, in the year se- 
venteen hundred and ninety-twm, as per accounts ren- 
dered, to - - - - 844,207’ 98 

“ Accounts allowed, which will be shortly stated, 

estimated at - - - 5,500 

49,707 98 

“ Provided for in the year 1792, - 25,000 

824,707 98 

“ The surplus has been paid from the general contingencies 
of the war department. 

‘‘ The expenses of the year seventeen hundred and ninety- 

three, may probably amount to - - - 850,000 

“ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

“ Feyr the Salaries of the Store-keepers at the several Arsenals, 


“Springfield, - - - 

Massachusetts, 

8480 

“ Fort Rensselaer, and its dependencies. New York, 

172 

“West Point, - - - 

Ditto, 

480 

“Philadelphia, - - - 

Pennsylvania, 

500 

“Carlisle, . - - 

Ditto, 

60 

“Fort Pitt, - 

Ditto, 

360 


1792. 


H. Journal, 
p. 647. 
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2 d Conjirress. “ New London, - - - Virginia, 430 

2 d Session. ^ ]\|anchester, - . - Ditto, 50 

tlons^^V' “Charleston, - . - South Carolina, 100 

House. “One assistant at Springfield, - - - 240 

“ Two ditto, at West Point, - - » 480 

‘‘One clerk of military stores, Philadelphia, - 480 

5,832 


1,083 32 


2,920 

6,000 

10,000 
23,835 32 


“ INVAIJDS. 

“For the annual allowance to the invalids 
of the United States, from the fifth day 
of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three, to the fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four. 

** New Hampshire, 3,810 68 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 409 12 

“Massachusetts, - - 11,941 75 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 1,336 45 

“ Rhode Island, - - . 2,899 

“By the Circuit Court, - - 196 

“Connecticut, - . - 7,682 03 

By the Circuit Court, - - 795 80 


H, Journal, 
p. 648,649. 

4,219 80 
13,278 20 
3,095 
8,477 83 


“RENTS. 

“Philadelphia, . _ . 606 66 

“New London, ... 350 00 

“Manchester, - - - 66 66 

“Labourers at the arsenals, - - 400 

“ Coopers, armorers, and carpenters, em- 
ployed occasionally, - - 600 

“ Ten armorers, at ten dollars per month, 1,200 
“Two conductors of military stores at thir- 
ty dollars per month, - - 720 


“ Five hundred rifles, purchased in seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-two, and not 
included in former estimates, 
“Repairing of arms, equipments of can- 
non, cartridge boxes, swords, and eve- 
ry other article in this department, 
conjectural, _ - ^ 


1792 98. 
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“ Vermont, - - - 





“ By the Circuit Court, - 

510 

64 




— 

510 

64 

“New York, - - - 

- 


15,972 

66 

“ New Jersey, 

4,094 

26 



“ By the Circuit Court, 

76 

00 




— 

4,iro 

26 

“Pennsylvania, 

- 


16,642 

64 

“ Delaware, - - - 

- 


1,884 

00 

“ Maryland, - - - 

- 


4,328 

56 

“ Virginia, - - - 

- 


7,761 

33 

“ North Carolina, 

- 


886 

00 

“ Georgia, _ - - 

- 


1,018 

40 




00 

32 


“ LEASE. 

“Of the buildings occupied for the use of 
the war office, and the office of the 
accountant of the war department. 

“The amount of the lease for the term 
of four years, as per indenture there- 
of with James Simmons, - - 1,666 66 

“ Coiillngmcies of the War DeparhnenL 
“ For maps, hiring expresses, allowances 
to officers for extra expenses, printing, 
loss of stores of all kinds, advertising 
and apprehending deserters, ficc,, con- 
jectural, . _ - 50, 000 00 

“ Resolved — That for making good the several and respective 
sums of money aforesaid, there be appropriated, 

“ 1st. The sum of six hilndred thousand dollars, reserved by 
the act making provision for the debt of the United States- 

“ 2d. The surplus which may remain unappropriated for the 
use of the war department, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two. 

“3d. So much of the existing revenues of the United States, 
as arc unappropriated.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Lawrance, Baldwin, Jerc. 

Smith, Steele, and Giles, prepare a bill pursuant to these resolu- 
tions. And on the 21st of December, Mr. Lawrance, from this H. Journal, 
committee, reported a bill making appropriations for the support P* 
of government, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
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sd Congress, ninety-three, which was read the first and second time, and com- 

2d Session, J ^ , 

mitted to a committee of the whole house. The bill was taken 

up for consideration in committee on the 31st, and the committee H. journal, 

having risen without coming to any conclusion, it was ordered P* 

that they be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, 

and it was recommitted to the original committee. On the 7th 

of January, 1793, Mr. Lawrance reported an amendatory bill, Id. p. 663. 

ru oi/: T vvhich was then read the first and second time, committed to 

a committee of the whole, considered in committee, and reported 

without amendment Having been amended on the following 

day, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the third 

time; and on the 9th, the blanks were filled up, and the bill was Id. p. 665. 

Bill passed read the third time, and passed, and was then sent to the Senate 
by House. /. . 

for their concurrence. 

In the Senate, the bill received the first reading on the same s. Journal, 
day ; and, on the 10th, it was read the second time, and referred 
to Messrs. Izard, Strong, c^nd Taylor. Mr. Izard made a report 
from this committee on the 15th, and the bill was amended to id.p.4n. 
conform to the report. The bill was taken up again for conside- 
ration on the 21st, 22d, and 23d, on the last named of which days, id. p. 473, 
it was agreed to postpone its further consideration: it was after- 
wards considered and discu.ssed on the 24th, and on the 8th, 9th, id. p. 482, 
and 19th of February. These delays in the action of the Se- ^^^3. 490. 
nate on this bill, were for the purpose of obtaining fiscal infor- 
mation from the secretary of the treasury, the character of 
which may be seen by reference to our 677th page. On the 10th 
it was agreed to amend the third section, so as to read as fol- 
lows : — 

Billamend- “ Sect. 3. And be it further enacted — That the President of the 
nate^^ United States be authorized to borrow, on account of the said 

states, any sum or sums, not exceeding, in the whole, eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars, at a rate of interest not exceeding five 
per cent, per annum, and reimbursable at the pleasure of the 
United States, to be applied fpr the purposes aforesaid, and to be 
repaid out of the said surplus of the duties on imposts and ton- 
nage, to the end 0e present year, 1793 ; and that it shall be 
lawful for the Bank of the United States to lend the said sum. 

And the President of the United States shall cause so much of 
the loan made of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to 
the 11th section of the act by which it is incorporated, to be 
paid off in sums not less than fifty thousand dollars, as, in his 
opinion, the state of the treasury may, from time to time, admit, 
out of any moneys which may be in the treasury, having due re- 
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gard to the exigencies of governnnent, and the appropriations 
made, and to be made by law,” 

The question being taken on agreeing to the section, as 
amended, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote : — 

Yeas — Messrs. Bassett, Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Dickinson, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Gunn, Johnston, Izard, King, Langdon, Morris, 
Read, Rutherford, Sherman, Stanton, Strong, Wingate. — 19. 

JYays — Messrs. Brown, Butler, Edwards, Few, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Monroe, Robinson, Taylor. — 9. 

The bill was then ordered to the third reading ; and, on the 
20th, it was read the third time, and passed. 

The House of Representatives proceeded, on the 22d, to con- 
sider the amendments of the Senate, when it was resolved to 
concur in the first, second, third, and fourth amendments to the 
first section : and the fifth amendment to the same section was 
then taken up as follows: — 

Lines 137, to 151. Strikeout from the ‘ For,^ to the word 
‘ dollars,’ inclusive, and insert : 

For defraying the expenses of the department of war, in- 
cluding the pay, subsistence, forage, and clothing, of the troops 
authorized by law, the equipments and horses for cjxvalry, the 
hospital and quarter-master’s department, the defensive protec- 
tion of the frontiers, and the payment of bounties, nine hundred 
and sixty-three thousand nine hundred and seventy-one dollars 
and seventy-five cents. 

For every contingent expense in the war department, in- 
cluding maps, hiring expresses, allowance to officers, for extra 
expenses, printing, loss of stores, advertising and apprehending 
deserters, thirty thousand dollars.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this amendment, it 
was decided in the negative, by the following vote : — 

Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, B. Bourne, 
Dayton, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, Gregg, 
Hillhouse, Huger, Lawrance, Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Mil- 
ledge, Niles, Parker, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 1. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Thatcher, Wadsworth, Ward, Willis. — 30. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Griffin, Grove, Hartley, Hindman, Key, Kit- 
chell, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mcrccr, Moore, Muhlenberg, Mur- 

VoL. I. — 89 


1793. 


II. Journal, 
p.714,715. 
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ray, Orr, Page, Silvester, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, Tredwell, 
Tucker, Venable, AVhite, Williamson. — 31. 

The amendment was, consequently, disagreed to. On the fol- 
lowing day, the House proceeded to consider the amendment of 
the Senate to the third section, which has already been given; 
and, on the question to agree to the said amendment, being 
taken, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 
Ayes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, S. Bourne, 
B. Bourne, Clarke, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Greenup, 
Hartley, Hillhouse, Hindman, Huger, Key, Kitchcll, Lawrance, 
Learned, Leonard, Livermore, Niles,, Sedgwick, Silvester, Jerc. 
Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Thatcher, Wads- 
worth, Ward, Williamson. — 34. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Dayton, Findley, Fitzsimons, 
Giles, Gregg, Grove, Heister, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 
Moore, Murray, Orr, Page, Parker, L Smith, Sumpter, Tredwell, 
Tucker, Venahle, White, Willis. — 25. 

On the 25th, the Senate reconsidered their fifth amendment, 
which had been disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
and determined to recede from the same. So the bill was passed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Copy-rig^hts — Petition of D. Ramsay — ^Bill to Increase Penalties — Petition of John 
Churchman, concerning* Magnetic Needle — Proceedings? thereon — Useful Arts 
— Petitions of Read and Stevens, and Francis Bailey — Bill granting excliLsive 
Privileges — Bill to amend — ^Petition of John X'itcli — Ntituralixation — Eques- 
trian Statue of Washington — Memorial of Ceracchi — Memorial of Quakei*s con- 
cerning Abolition of Slavery — ^Proceedings thereon — Deatli of Franklin — Co- 
pies of X'rench Eulogium — Communication of the Death of the Dauphin of 
France — Letter from the King of France, announcing tliat he had accepted the 
Constitution — Reply of Congress — Proceedings on the Claim of John Brown 
Cutting. 

Soon after the asscmbliog of the first Congress, the subject of ll. Journal, 
copy-rights was brought before the House of Representatives. 

On the 15th of April, 1789, a petition was presented from David 
Ramsay, of South Carolina, setting forth that he had, at a great 
expense of time and money, published a book entitled “ The His- 
tory of the Revolution of South Carolina, from a Britiwsh Pro- 
vince to an independent State;” that he had also prepared ano- 
ther book, under the title of the History of the American Re- 
volution and praying for the passage of a law for securing to 
him, his heirs, and assigns, for a certain term of years, the sole 
and exclusive right of vending and disposing of the said books 
within the United States. 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Tucker, White, and Hun- 
tington. On the 20th of April, Mr. Tucker reported the follow- id. p. 52. 
ing opinion : — 

‘^On the subject of the petition of Dr. David Ramsay, your id. p. 18. 
committee report it as their opinion, that a law should pass, to 
secure to him the exclusive right of publishing and vending, for a 
term of years, the two works mentioned in the petition.” 

Messrs. Huntington, Cadwalader, and Contee, were then ap- 
pointed a committee to bring in a bill “ making a general provi- 
sion for securing to authors and inventors the exclusive right of 
their respective writings and discoveries;’^ and, on the 2Sd of 
June, Mr. Huntington, from this committee, presented a bill to 
promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing to 
authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective wri- 
tings and discoveries, which was then read the first time, and, on 
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the next day, received the second reading, and was committed to 
a committee of the whole house. The consideration of the bill 
was postponed from day to day, until the 17th of August, when it H. Journal, 
was further postponed until the next session of Congress. 

At the next session, on the 25th of January, 1790, Messrs. 1790. 
Burke, Huntington, and Cadwalader, were again appointed a H. Journal, 
committee to prepare and bring in a bill for the above object. P* 

And, on the 28lh, Mr. Burke, from this committee, presented a 
bill for securing the copy-right of books to authors and proprie- 
tors, which was then read the first time, and the House adopted 
the following order: — 

Ordered — That it be an instruction to the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, for securing to 
authors and inventors an exclusive right to their respective wri- 
tings and discoveries, that they do insert a clause, or clauses, for 
giving effectual encouragement to the introduction of useful arts 
from foreign countries. 

A petition of Francis Bailey, of Philadelphia, printer, pray- 
ing an exclusive privilege for an invention to prevent printed 
papers from being counterfeited, was presented on the 29tli, and 
referred to this committee. 

The copy-right bill was considered in committee of the whole id. p. 150. 
on the 1st of February, and was reported with amendments, 
which were agreed to, and the bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed for the third reading. And, on the 2d, the bill was re- jd. p. 163. 
committed to Messrs. Boudinot, Sherman, and Silvester. Mr. 
Boudinot, on the 25th, from this committee, reported an amend- id.p. 1G4. 
atory bill for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts, books, and other writings, to the authors 
and proprietors of such copies, during the limes therein men- 
tioned,’’ which was read the first lime; and, on the next day, re- 
ceived the second reading, and was committed to a committee of 
the whole house. In committee of the whole the bill was con- 
sidered on the 29th of April, when several amendments were id. p. 205 , 
reported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was 206. 
then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. On the fol- 
lowing day, the bill was read th<^ third time, and passed. 

In the Senate, this bill received the first reading on the same s. Journal, 
day, and, on the 4th of May, was read the second time, and 
committed to Messrs. Read, Paterson, and Johnson. Mr. Read, 
on the 12th, reported amendments, which were accepted by the 
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Senate on the 13th; and, on the following day, the bill was read 
the third time, and passed, as amended. The House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the 17th, concurred in those amendments. 

At the third session, on the 28th of January, 1791, the House 
of Representatives passed an order, in the following terms: — 

Ordered — That a bill, or bills, be brought in, to increase 
the penalties provided by the act for the encouragement of learn- 
ing, &c., so far as the said penalties apply to maps and charts, 
and to books of calculations; and that Mr. Huntington, Mr. Ma- 
dison, and Mr. Heister, do prepare and bring in the same.’^ 

On tlie 9th of February, Mr. Huntington, from this commit- 
tee, presented a bill ‘^for increasing the penalty contained in an 
act passed the second session of Congress, entitled ‘An act for 
the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the times therein mentioned,’ ” which was then read the 
first time; and, on the following day, was read the second lime, 
and committed to a committee of the whole house. There ap- 
pears to have been no further action on this bill. 


Another bill, on this subject, was reported to the House of 
Representatives in the first session of the second Congress; but 
as this bill was induced by the memorial of an individual, it 
will be necessary to advert to his previous applications to the 
House. 

As early as the 15th of April, 1789, was presented to the 
House the petition of John Churchman, setting forth that, by 
several years’ labour, close application, and at great expense, he 
had invented several different methods by which the principles 
of magnetic variations are so explained, that the latitude of a 
place being given, its longitude may be easily determined; and 
praying that a law might pass for vesting, in the petitioner, his 
heirs and assigns, an exclusive right of vending of spheres, he- 
mispheres, maps, charts, and tables, on his principles of magne- 
tism, throughout the United States; as also, that ho might re- 
ceive the patronage of Congress to enable him to perform a 
voyage to Baffin’s Bay, for the purpose of making mngnetical 
experiments to ascertain the causes of the variation of the needle, 
and how near the longitude might be thereby ascertained. 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Tucker, White, and 


1790. 


H. Journal, 
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Id. p. 373 , 
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jatgn^ress. Huntington. On the 20th, Mr. Tucker made a report from this 
committee, which produced some debate, in which Mr. Madi- 
son, Mr. White, Mr. Burke, Mr. Page, Mr. Huntington, Mr. 
Sherman, and Mr. Tucker, took part. The question was then 
taken on the first clause, as follows: — 

That the committee have conferred with Mr. Churchman, 
and find that he has made many calculations which tend to esta- 
blish his position, that there are two magnetic points which give 
direction to the needle: that, upon this doctrine, he has endea- 
voured to ascertain from a given latitude, and a given variation, 
what must be the longitude of the place; and having applied his 
principles to many instances in Cook’s voyages, has found the 
result to correspond with considerable accuracy with tlie real 
facts, as far as they could be determined by the reckoning of the 
ship. That the object to which Mr. Churchman’s labours are 
directed, is confessedly of very high importance, and his ideas 
on the subject appear to be ingenious. That, with a view of ap- 
plying them to practice, he has contrived a map and a globe, 
whereby to show the angles which are made by the intersection 
of the real and the magnetic meridians in different parts of the 
earth: That he is also engaged in constructing tables for deter- 
mining the longitude at sea upon magnetic principles: That the 
committee arc of opinion that such efforts deserve encourage- 
ment, and that a law should pass to secure to Mr. Churchman, 
for a term of years, the exclusive pecuniary emolument to be de- 
rived from the publication of these several inventions.” 

And the House determined to agree to this clause of the re- 
port. The second clause is as follows ; — 

“ With respect to the voyage proposed by Mr. Churchman to 
Baffin’s Bay, the committee are cautious of recommending, in the 
present deranged state of our finances, a precipitate adoption of 
a measure which would be attended with considerable expense ; 
but they are of opinion, that at a future day, if Mr. Church- 
man’s principles should be found to succeed in practice, it would 
be proper to give further encouragement to his ingenuity.” 

Not acted clause being considered, it was determined that it should 

lie on the table. The remaining clause of the report refers to 
Dr. Ramsay’s petition. 

nd seMion. On the 16th of December, 1790, being the third session, a pe- 
Chuhoh. tition was again presented to the House, from John Churchman, 
seSmd^pc- Playing that the application he made at the first session of Con- 
tition. 
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gress, for permission to undertake a voyage to Baffin’s Bay, at the 
public expense, for the purpose of making magnetical experi- 
ments to ascertain the causes of the variation of the needle, and 
how near the longitude can be thereby ascertained, may now be 
determined. And on the 23d, this petition was referred to ll. Journal, 
Messrs. Huntington, Madison, and Heister. Mr. Madison made P' 
a report from this committee on the 6th of January, which was id. p. 350. 
taken up for consideration on the 28th, when a motion was made, 
in the following words : — 

That the petition of the said John Churchman be complied 
with, so far as to enable him to make a voyage to Baffin’s Bay, 
for ascertaining his discoveries relating to the magnetic circles.” 

The question being put on this motion, it was determined in 
the negative. 


Mr. Churchman again presented his petition to the House, at 1701-92. 
the first session of the second Congress, on the 30th of JDeccm- ii. journal, 
her, 1791 ; and on the 6th of January following, it was referred 
to Messrs. Page, Wjidsworth, and Wayne. With the prayer for 
aid to undertake the voyage to Baffin’s Bay, this petition con- 
nected another for an increase of the penalties imposed by the 
act, entitled An act to promote the progress of useful arts.” 

On the 1st of February, Mr. Page made a report from this com- id. p. 500. 
mitiee, which, on the 29th, was taken up, and agreed to, as fol- 
lows : — 

“ That the said Churchman having pursued his inquiries into 
his theory of the variation of the magnetic needle, has found a 
number of observations, made in dilFerent parts of the world, 
which confirm his hypothesis; that, animated by this circum- 
stance, and applauded for his ingenuity by several learned so- 
cieties in Europe, which have looked up to him for the prosecu- 
tion of his plan for establishing the truth of his theory, he has 
been emboldened to ask again the aid of the general government 
of the United States, to enable him to gratify the expectations 
of the philosophical world, and to put his theory to an immediate 
and the strictest scrutiny. The committee arc free to declare it, 
as their opinion, that Mr. Churchman’s ingenuity, displayed in 
proposing and supporting his theory, and his labours in prose- 
cuting his examination thereof, entitle him to the applause of 
the enlightened world, and to the encouragement and support of 
his country. And it is the opinion of the committee that, as a 
more perfect knowledge of the laws of magnetism, and the va- 
riation of the magnetic needle^ is greatly to be desired, as it 
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Mc^ngress. would fumish a ready means of adjusting and preventing dis- 

putes respecting the boundaries of ancient surveys of land, and 

of correcting many inaccuracies in geographical charts, and in 
the journals of the courses and distances run by vessels at sea, 
every possible encouragement ought to be given to all persons 
who, by their theories, confirmed by observations, contribute to- 
wards the perfecting this desirable knowledge ; and that, as the 
United States arc peculiarly interested in whatever can adjustor 
prevent disputes between their citizens, and can improve geo- 
graphy and navigation, ‘the Congress of the United States may, 
with great propriety, patronise such a person as Mr, Churchman, 
and grant him such aid as may be necessary to enable him to 
prosecute his laudable inquiries to good effect ; ’ but the commit- 
tee submit it to the wisdom of the House, to say whether, in the 
present circumstances of the United States, such grant shall now 
bo made. As to that part of the memorial which states that, in 
the act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
of maps, charts, and books, to their authors and proprietors, the 
penalty annexed to the offences of copying such maps and charts 
was too small, and by no means adequate to the offence, and 
praying for an act to amend the same ; the committee are of opi- 
nion that the prayer of the memorialist is reasonable, and that 
the copy- right of maps, charts, tables, and prints, ought to be se- 
cured to their respective authors, or their assigns, by greater pe- 
nalties than those declared in the act aforesaid.’^ 

It was then ordered that Messrs. Page, Goodhue, and Gregg, 
prepare and bring in a bill, or bills, pursuant to this report. Mr. 

[H.B.170.] Page, accordingly, on the 7th of March, presented a bill “ to n.Joumal, 
amend the act entitled ‘An act for the encouragement of learn- 
ing, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein 
[H.B.171.] mentioned.’ Also, a bill to enable John Churchman to prosecute 
certain observations and discoveries relative to the northern mag- 
netic point.” 

Both these bills were then read the first time, and, on the fol- 
lowing day^ were read the second time, and committed to a com- 
Not acted mittee of the whole. But there was no subsequent action on 
either of these bills, during this Congress. 


Htoonpress. In’ connexion with the preceding subjects, may be introduced 1790. 
"" 5 iiwri 7 L legislation concerning useful arts. h. Journ^ 

On the 8th of February, 1790, a petition was presented to the 
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House of Representatives, from Nathan Read of Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, praying the aid of Congress, and an exclusive privilege 
for constructing sundry machines and engines, which he has in- 
vented for improving the art of distillation, for hicilitating the 
operation of mills and other water w'orks, and for promoting the 
purposes of navigation and land carriage. At the same time, 
was presented the petition of John Stevens, jr., praying that an 
exclusive privilege may be granted him, for an improvement on 
the steam engine, which he had invented, by a new mode of ge- 
nerating steam. These petitions w^erc referred to Messrs. Burke, 
Huntington, and Cadwalader. On the IGth, Mr. Burke, from 
this committee presented a bill, “ to promote the progress of 
useful arts,” which was then read the first time ; and, on the next 
day, received the second reading, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole. The bill received the consideration of the 
committee on the 4th and 5th of March, when several amend- 
ments were reported, and agreed to by the House; after which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the third reading; and, on 
the 10th, the blanks having been supplied, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

In the Senate, this bill was read the first time on the 11th of 
March, and, on the 1.5th, the hill was again taken up, on the 
question of the second reading, and committed to Messrs. Car- 
roll, Johnson, Few, Maclay, and Paterson. Mr. Carroll made a 
report on the 29th, in pursuance of which the bill was amended, 
and was passed on the next day with twelve amendments. On 
the 3d of April, the House of Representatives proceeded to con- 
sider these amendments, when the whole of them were concurred 
in, with the exception of the tenth amendment, which was disa- 
greed to; and on the 5th, the Senate receded from their tenth 
amendment. 

These amendments appear to have embraced the case of Fran- 
cis Bailey, of which the following is a summary statement. 

On the 29th of January, a petition was presented to the House 
from Francis Bailey of Philadelphia, printer, praying for an ex- 
clusive privilege, in the use of an invention which he had disco- 
vered, of forming types for printing devices to surround or make 
parts of printed papers for any purpose, which cannot be coun- 
terfeited. This petition, as staled in a preceding page, (708,) was 
referred to Messrs. Burke, Huntington, and Cadwalader. On 
the 3d of February, Mr. Burke reported as follows: — 

“ That Mr. Bailey hath communicated to the committee his 
VoL. L — 90 
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ut^ngrcBB, invention or device to prevent the counterfeiting of public pa- 
■ pers, which the committee are of opinion will he of great im- 

portance to the public, and therefore recommend that the said 
petition be referred to the secretary of the treasury to report 
thereon.” 

The report was agreed to, and the petition was referred to the 
secretary of the treasury from whom a report was received on 
the 23d, which was taken up for consideration on the 26th, when h. Journal, 
it was ordered that Messrs. Boudinot, Sedgwick, and White, pre- p- 162.164. 
pare a bill for securing to the said Francis Bailey an exclusive 
privilege to the use of his invention. On the same day, Mr. 

[H. B. 44.] Boudinot, from this committee, presented a bill “ to vest in Fran- 
cis Bailey, the exclusive privilege of making, using, and vending 
to others, punches for stamping the matrices of types, and im- 
pressing marks on plates, or any other substance, to prevent coun- 
terfeits, upon a principle by him invented, for a term of years,” 
which was then read the first time, and, on the two next sue- id. p.i 65 . 
ceeding days, was read the second and third time, and passed. 

In the Senate lliis bill was read the first and second time, on s. Journal, 
the 2d and 3d of March, and w^as committed to Messrs. Strong, P' 
Ellsworth, Hawkins, Few, and Henry. On the receipt, from id. p. 120. 
the House of Representatives, of the bill to promote the progress 
Attached of useful arts, this bill concerning Mr. Bailey, was rcYerred to 
to bdl to t}i 0 committee to whom had been given the charge of the genc- 
the pro- ral bill ; and when Mr. Carroll reported this last-mentioned bill, id. p. 124. 

useful arts was engrossed as an amend- 

ment on the bill to promote the progress of useful arts. 

3 d flesgion. At the next session of Congress, on the 9 th of December, 1790, id. p. 333 . 
Bill to a- the House of Representatives ordered, that Messrs. White, Se. 
mer ney, and Baldwin, be a committee to prepare and bring in a bill, 
or bills, to amend the act, entitled “ An act to promote the pro- 
gress of useful arts.” On the 7th of February following, Mr. 

IJH.B.121.] White, from this committee, presented a bill with the foregoing 
title, which was then read, and^on ttlCf next day, received the se- 
cond reading, and was 'lb a committee of the whole. 

A petition and remonstrance of John Fitch was presented on id. p. 374 . 
Bill not *he 10th, complaining of the injurious operation of this depend- 
actedon. ing bill. The bill was not again taken up during the session. 


wcw^geM. A COMMITTEE was again appointed by the House of Repre- id. p. 444 
^ sentatives, at the commencement of the second Congress, on the 
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2d (^ngreHg. 28th of October, 1791, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Sedg- 
wick, and Hillhouse, charged with the preparation of a bill to 
mend for- a™end the act entitled “ An act to promote the progress of use- 
merbill. ful arts.” Mr. Williamson, on the fii-st of March, 1792, pre- 
[H.B.166.] sented, from this committee, a bill, to amend an act, entitled 

“An act to promote the progress of useful arts;” which was H, Journal, 
then read, and, on the 2d, was read the second time, and com- P* 

Not acted milted to a committee of the whole. This bill was not further 
acted on. 

3(1 Session. At the commencement of the second session of this Congress, 

Bill to a- on the 7th of November, 1792, a petition was presented to the id. p. 614, 
mer bilf*^ House of Representatives, from Joseph Barnes, attorney in fact 
for James Rumsey, praying a revision and amendment of the 
act, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of useful arts;” 
which petition was, on the following day, referred to Messrs. 
Williamson, Sturges, and Lee. Mr. Williamson, on the 10th of id. p. 636. 
[H.B.204.] December, presented, from this committee, a bill, “ to amend an 
act, entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress of useful arts ;’ ” 
which was then read the first and second time, and committed 
to a committee of the whole house. This bill was considered id. p. 685 
in committee of the whole, on the 29th, 30th, and 31st of Janu- —687. 
ary, 1793, when several amendments were reported. These 1793, 
amendments were agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed on the 1st of February, and, on the 4th, the blanks were H. Journal, 
filled up, and the bill was passed, with the title “ An act to pro- P-688,689, 
mote the progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act hereto- 
fore made for that purpose.” 

This bill was read the first and second time in the Senate, on s. Journal, 
the 5th and 7th of February, when it was committed to Messrs. P-480, 481. 
Few, Bradley, and Johnston. On the 14th, Mr. Few reported id. p. 486, 
the bill with amendments, which were adopted, and the bill was 
amended accordingly, and ordered to the third reading. And, 

BUI passed. the next day, the bill was passed, in its amended form, and re- 
turned to the House for concurrence. 

The House of Representatives, on the same day, concurred h. Journal, 
in the amendments. P’ 


iKtoongresp. On the 13th of May, 1789, a petition was presented to the 1789. 

House of Representatives from John Fitch, of the state of Penn- h. Journal, 
^JoHN sylvania, stating that he is the original discoverer of the princi- P- ^4. 

Fitch. p|e of applying the power of steam to the purposes of naviga- 
tion, and had obtained an exclusive right therein, for a term of 
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ist^ngress. years, in the states of Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 

Jersey, and New York, and praying that his rights might be se- 

cured to him by law, and in such manner, upon the true princi- 
ples of priority of invention, as would preclude subsequent im- 
provers upon his principle from participating therein, until the 
expiration of the term of his exclusive grants.” 

This petition was referred to Messrs. Huntington, Cadwalader, 
and Contee, for their examination and opinion; but no distinct 
report appears to have been made on it. 

On the 22d of March, 1790, a petition of this same individual 
was presented to the Senate, praying that a clause, providing for 
the trial by jury, might be inserted in the bill before Congress, 

to promote the progress of useful arts,’’ which petition was re- 
ferred to the committee having the bill in charge, and a report 
was made by the committee, in the form of an amendment to 
the bill. 

Other petitions were presented by Mr. Fitch, at different times; 
but, as they were not made the subjects of legislative provisions, 
it is not deemed expedient to be more specific concerning them. 

8d seMion. In his Speech, at the opening of the second session of the first 
Naturxli- Congress, the President of the United States, thus adverted to 
2 ATiojr. expediency of adopting some mode of naturalization: — 

Various considerations, also, render it expedient that the terms 
on which foreigners may be admitted to the rights of citizens, 
should be speedily ascertained by a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion.” 

The committee of the whole on the state of the Union, to whom 
the speech of the President was referred, having acquiesced, by 
their resolution, in the above suggestion, a committee was ap- 
pointed, on the 15th of January, 1790, consisting of Messrs. 
Hartley, Tucker, and Moore, to prepare and bring in a bill or 
bills for establishing a uniform rule of naturalization.” Mr. 
[H. B. 37.] Hartley, on the 25th, presented a bill ‘‘establishing a uniform 
rule of naturalization,” which was then read, and, on the next 
day, received the second Heading, and was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole hcMM^ The bill was considered in commit- 
tee on the 3d and 4th rf J’ebruary, when the committee were 
discharged from the iiJitfeih* consideration of the bill, and it was 
recommitted to Messrs. Livermore, Sedgwick, Sherman, Law- 
rence, Schureman, Hartley, Seney, Moore, Tucker, and Jack- 
Amenda- soo. On the Ifith, Mr. Livermore, from this committee, re- 
toiybiil. |)orled an amendatory bil] “to establish a uniform rule of natu- 


1789. 


% 


S. Journal, 

p. 122. 

Id. p. 123, 
124. 


Id. p. 173. 

II. Journal, 
p. 254. 

1790. 


II. Journal, 
p. 135. 


Id. p. 141. 


Id. p. 146. 


Id. p. 152. 


Id. p. 159. 
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i9t Congress, ralization, and to enable alien.s to hold lands under certain re- 

2d Session. 

■ strictions/^ which was then read, and, on the next day, received 

the second reading and was committed to a committee of the 
[H. B. 40.] whole house. The bill was taken up, considered and discussed 

in committee of the whole, during the 23d, 24th, and 2Gth of Feb- n. journal, 
ruary, and, on the 3d of March, when several amendments were 
reported, which were agreed to by the House, and the bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading, and on the 
Billpassed. Succeeding day, tlie bill was read the third time and passed. 

The bill received the first reading in the Senate on the same s. .lournal, 
day, and the question of the second reading occupied the 8th p.tlT'. 119. 
and 9th, when the bill was referred to Messrs. Henry, King, 

Strong, Ellsworth, and Johnson. Mr. Henry made a report 
from this committee on the 12th, and the Senate had the report 
under consideration and discussion on the 15th, IGth, 17th, and id. p. 120. 
Bill passed 18th, when the bill was ordered to the third reading, and, on the 
by Senate. i9th, the bill was passed with an amendment, which was sent to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

And, on the 22d, the House concurred in the amendment. ll. Journal, 

p. 178. 


2 d Congress. On the Gill of December, 1791, the following motion was sub- 1701--92. 
— ^ milled to, and adopted by, the House of Representatives: — H. Journal, 

Equestrian Resolved — That Mr. Benson, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Smith, * 

Statue of of South Carolina, be appointed a committee, on the part of this 
Washing- House, jointly with such committee as shall he ajipointed on the 
ton. part of the Senate, to consider and report to Congress the most 
eligible manner for carrying into elTect the resolution of the 
United States, in Congress assembled, of the 7th of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, directing that an 
equestrian statue of General Washington should be erected. 

This resolution was then sent to the Senate for concurrence, s. .Toumal, 
where, after being read, its consideration was postponed until 
the morrow; but the subject vvaS not resumed. 

Memorial ^ memorial was presented to the House of Representatives, ii. Journal, 
of Ccrac- on the 31st of October, 1791, from Joseph Ceracchi, a Roman P* 
sculptor, proposing to execute a monument to perpetuate Ame- 
rican liberty. This petition was, on the 11th of April, 1792, id. p, 574. 
referred to Messrs. Gerry, Benson, Lee, Murray, and Tucker. 

Mr. Gerry, from this committee, made a report, on the 17th; id. p. 602. 
and, on the 7lh of May, Mr. Lee made the following report, 
which was agreed to by the House. 
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2 d Congress. appears to your committee, that M. Ceracchi is an artist 

of great reputation in Europe, a gentleman of respectable charac- 
ter, and has been actuated by the most honourable motives in of- 
fering to dedicate his genius and labours to the service of the 
United States. 

It appears, however, to your committee, that, at the present 
time, it might not be expedient to go into the expenses which 
the monument voted by Congress, on the 7th day of August, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, would require, 
especially with the additional ornaments proposed by the ar- 
tist. 


3st Congress. The Quostion of the abolition of slavery was introduced at 1790. 

the second session of the first Congress. On the 12th of Febru- h. Journal, 

Abolitioit ary, 1790, a memorial from the Pennsylvania Society for pro- P* 
moting the Abolition of Slavery, was presented to the House of 
Representatives, praying that Congress might take such measures 
in their wisdom, as the powers with which they are vested will 
authorize, for promoting the abolition of slavery, and discou- 
raging every species of traffic in slaves. 

Memorials On the preceding day, memorials of the people called Quakers, 
ofQuakers, annual meetings, held at Philadelphia and New York, 

in the year 1789, were presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing the attention of Congress in adopting measures for the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade; and, in particular, in restraining vessels 
from being entered and cleared out for the purposes of that trade. 

It was now moved that the memorial of the meeting at Phi- 
ladelphia be referred to the consideration of a committee; and 
the question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative, by 
the following vote: — 

%/^yes — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, Brown, Cadwala- n. Journal, 
der, Clymer, Fitzsimons, Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, P* 
Goodhue, Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Huthorn, Heister, Hunting- 
ton, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, Madison, jr., Moore, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Partridge, Van Rensselaer, Schure- 
man, Scott, Sedgwick, Seney, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith, of 
Maryland, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wadsworth, White, 
Wynkoop. — 43. 

Noes — Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Burke, Coles, Huger, Jack- 
son, Mathews^ Silvester, Smith, of South Carolina, Stone, 

Tucker. — 11. 

The memorial was then referred to Messrs. Foster, Hunting- 



HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


719 


Chap. IX. 


iPtConjgresa. 
Sd Session. 

Referred 
to special 
committee. 

Reported. 

Committed 
to commit- 
tee of the 
whole. 


Amended. 


Report of 
special 
committee. 


Miscellaneous— Abolition of Slavery. 1790. 

ton, Gerry, Lawrance, Sinnickson, Hartley, and Parker. And 
it was further ordered, that the memorial of the annual meet- 
ing at New York, as well as that of the Pennsylvania Society for 
promoting the Abolition of Slavery, be referred to the same 
committee. Mr. Foster made a report from this committee on 
the 5th of March, wliich was, on the Sth, referred to a commit- H. Journal, 
tee of the whole house. In committee of the whole, the report P* 1^8.171. 
was considered and discussed during the 16th, 17th, ISth, 19th, 
and 22d, when several amendments were reported to the House. 

On the 23d, a motion was made to consider the amendments made 
in committee of the whole to the report of the committee, and de- 
cided in the affirmative: ayes, 26; noes, 25. The report was then 
taken up for consideration. It was then moved that both the re- id. p, 180. 
port of the original committee, and the report of the committee 
of the whole, of amendments to the said report, be inserted in 
the Journal. And the question being taken on this motion, it 
was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote: — 

Ayes — Messrs. Jloudinot, Brown, Cadvvalader, Contee, Floyd, 

Foster, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Griffin, Hartley, Ilathorn, 

Heister, Huntington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonard, Madison, jr., 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, Sedgwick, 

Sherman, Silvester, Sinnickson, Vining, Wynkoop. — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Bland, Burke, Car- 
roll, Coles, Gale, Grout, Jackson, Livermore, Mathews, Moore, 

Page, Van Rensselaer, Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, Stone, Sturges, Sumpter, Thatcher, Trumbull, Tucker, 

White, Williamson. — 25. 

The reports are as follow: — 

Report of the Special Committee, 

The committee to whom were referred sundry memorials from 
the people called Quakers; and, also, a memorial from the 
Pennsylvania Society for promoting the Abolition of Slave- 
ry, submit the following report: — 

That, from the nature of the matters contained in these me- 
morials, they were induced to examine the powers vested in 
Congress, under the present Constitution, relating to the aboli- 
tion of slavery, and are clearly of opinion. 

First, That the general government is expressly restrained 
from prohibiting the importation of such persons < as any of the 
states, now existing, shall think proper to admit, until the year 
one thousand eight hundred and eight. ^ 

^ Secondly* That Congress, by a fair construction of the Con- 
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stitution, are equally restrained from interfering in the emanci- 
pation of slaves, who already are, or who may, within the pe- 
riod mentioned, be imported into, or born within any of the said 
states. 

Thirdly, That Congress have no authority to interfere in 
the internal regulations of particular states, relative to the in- 
struction of slaves in the principles of morality and religion; to 
their comfortable clothing, accommodations, and subsistence; to 
the regulation of their marriages, and the prevention of the vio- 
lation of the rights thereof, or to the separation of children from 
their parents; to a comfortable provision in cases of sickness, 
age, or infirmity; or to the seizure, transportation, or sale of 
free negroes; but have the fullest confidence in the wisdom and 
humanity of the legislatures of the several states, that they will 
revise their laws from time to time, when necessary, and pro- 
mote the objects mentioned in the memorials, and every other 
measure that may tend to the happiness of slaves. 

^^Fourlhly. That, nevertheless, Congress have authority, if they 
shall think it necessary, to lay, at any time, a tax or duty, not 
exceeding ten dollars for each person, of any description, the im- 
portation of whom shall be, by any of the states, admitted as 
aforesaid. 

Fifthly, That Congress have authority to interdict, .or (so far ji. journal, 
as it is or may be carried on by citizens of the United States, for P- 
supplying foreigners) to regulate the African trade, and to make 
provision for the humane treatment of slaves, in all cases, while 
on their passage to the United Stales, or to foreign ports, as far 
as it respects the citizens of the United States. 

“ Sixthly, Tliat Congress have also authority to prohibit fo- 
reigners from fitting out vessels, in any port of the United States, 
for transporting persons from Africa to any foreign port. 

“ Seventhly, That the memorialists be informed, that in all cases 
to which the authority of Congress extends* they will exercise it 
for the humane objects of the meixwrialisti* so TiiImRS they can be 
promoted on the principles of justice, humanity, and good po- 
licy.’’ 

Report of the Committee of the whole House, 

“ The committee of the whole, house, to whom was committed the 
report of the committee on the memorials of the people 
uy called Quakers, and of the Pennsylvania Society for pro- 
r; moting the Abolition of Slavery, report the following amend- 
ments : — 

** Strike out the first clause, together with the recital thereto. 
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^tgjn^^ress. and, in lieu thereof, insert: ‘That the migration or importation 
of such persons as any of the states, now existing, shall think pro- 
per to admit, cannot be prohibited by Congress, prior to the year 
mittee of one thousand eight hundred and eight.’ 

“ Strike out the second and third clauses, and, in lieu there- 


of, insert: ‘That Congress have no authority to interfere in 
the emancipation of slaves, or in the treatment of them within 
any of the states ; it remaining with the several states alone to 
provide any regulations therein, which humanity and true policy 


may require. 

“ Strike out the fourth and fifth clauses, and, in lieu thereof, 
insert: ‘That Congress have authority to restrain the citizens of 
the United States from carrying on the African trade, for the 
purpose of supplying foreigners with slaves, and of providing, by 
proper regulations, for the humane treatment, during their pas- 
sage, of slaves imported by the said citizens into the states admit- 
ting such importation.’ 

“ Strike out the seventh clause.” 


It was then ordered that the report of the committee of the 
whole house do lie on the table. There was no subsequent le- 
gislation on the subject. 


Bsnjamik On the death of Benjamin Franklin, the House of Representa- n. journal, 
Fjiankliw. evinced their sense of his worth, as appears by the Journal P- 
of the proceedings of the32d of April, 1790, in which occurs the 
following paragraph : — 

Mourning “ The House being informed of the decease of Benjamin Frank- 

m venera- ^ citizen whosc native genius was not more an ornament to 

tion of his ’ .... r-. 1 1 

memoiy. human nature, than his various exertions of it have been precious 

to science, to freedom, and to his country, do resolve, as a mark 

of the veneration due to his memory, that the members wear the 

customary badge of mourning for one month.” 


_3d Sewion. At the next session, on the 10th of December, 1790, a letter was s. Journal, 
Copies of before the Senate, and by them transmitted to the House of P- 

Representatives, from Monsieur Benicre, President of the Com- n. journal, 
in moualty of Paris, addressed to the President and members of Con- p-334.33r. 

gressof the United States, with twenty-six copies of a civic eulo- 
gy on Benjamin Franklin, pronounced the 21st day of July, 1790, 
in the name of the Commonalty of Paris, by Monsieur L’Abbe 
Fauchet ; and, on the 15th, the House of Representatives agreed 
to the following resolution :— 

VoL. 1. — 91 
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This HousC) being highly sensible of the polite attention of 
the Commons of Paris, in directing copies of a eulogium, lately 
pronounced before them, as a tribute to the illustrious memory 
of Benjamin Franklin, a citizen of the United States, to be trans- 
mitted to Congress : 

“ Resolved — That the speaker do, accordingly, communicate 
the sense of the House thereon to the President of the Com- 
mons of Paris. 


The information of the death of the Dauphin of France was 1789. 
communicated to the two houses of Congress in the following h. Journal, 
message from the President of the United States, transmitted on P- 
the 29th of September, 1789: — 

“ United States, September 29, 1789. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, [Senate : — ] 

“ His Most Christian Majesty, by a letter dated the 7th of 
June last, addressed to the President and members of the gene- 
ral Congress of the United States of North America, announces 
the much-lamented death of his son, the Dauphin. The gene- 
rous conduct of the French monarch and nation towards this 
country, renders every event that may affect his or their pros- 
perity interesting to us; and I shall take care to assure him of 
the sensibility with which the United States participate in the 
affliction which a loss, so much to be regretted, must have occa- 
sioned both to him and to them. 

George Washington.’’ 

This message was ordered to lie on the table, and Congress 
adjourned on the same day. 


On the 5th of March, 1792, the following message was trans- 1792. 
mitted by the President of the United Slates to the two houses s. Journal, 
of Congress: — p.404. 

H. Journal, 

** United States, March the 5th, 1792. p. 527. 

« Gentlemen qf iktt Senate, and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives : — 

Knowing tho friendly interest you take in whatever may 
promote the happiness and prosperity of the French nation, it 
is with pleasure that I lay before you the translation of a letter 
^ich I have received from His Most Christian Majesty, an- 
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nouncing to the United States of America his acceptance of the 
Constitution presented to him by his nation. 

G. Washington,’’ 

Translation of a Letter from the King of France, of Sep- 
tember 19 t/i, 1791. 

dear great Friends and %dllies: 

‘‘ We make it our duty to inform you that we have accept- 
ed the Constitution which has been presented to us in the name 
of the nation, and according to which France will be henceforth 
governed. 

‘‘ We do not doubt that you take an interest in an event so 
important to our kingdom and to us; and it is with real pleasure 
we take this occasion to renew to you assurances of the sincere 
friendship we bear you: whereupon, we pray God to have you, 
very dear great friends and allies, in his just and holy keeping. 

Your good friend and ally, 

‘‘ Louis. 

<< Written at Farisy the \9th of Sept.y 1791. 

‘‘Moxtmorix. 

** The Vniltd States of North 

On the 10 th of March, it was moved that the House come 
to the following resolution: — 

Resolved — That this House hath received, with sentiments H.JounuI, 
of high satisfaction, the notification of the King of the French, p. 532. 
of his acceptance of the Constitution presented to him in the 
name of the nation: and that the President of the United States 
be requested, in his answer to the said notification, to express 
the sincere participation of the House in the interests of the 
French nation, on this great and important event, and their wish, 
that the wisdom and magnanimity displayed in the formation and 
acceptance of the Constitution, may be rewarded by the most 
perfect attainment of its object, the permanent happiness of so 
great a people.” 

A motion was then made to commit this motion; and the p. 533 , 
question being taken, it was decided in the negative, by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Jiyes — Messrs. Ames, B. Bourne, Goodhue, Gordon, Hillhouse, 
Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Niles, Sedgwick, Jere. Smith, 

Wm. Smith I. Smith, Sturges, Wadsworth, Ward, Wayne. — 17. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benson, Clarke, 

Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Heilfer, 
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Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Murray, Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Steele, Sterrett, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, White, William- 
son, Willis. — 35. 

The resolution was then discussed, and a division being de- 
manded, the question was first taken on agreeing to the first part 
of the motion, in the words following: — 

Resolved — That this House has received, with sentiments of 
high satisfaction, the notification of the King of the French, of 
his acceptance of the Constitution presented to him in the name 
of the nation; and, that the President of the United States be re- 
quested, in his answer to the said notification, to express the sin- 
cere participation of the House in the interests of the French na- 
tion, on this great and important event” 

And this motion was determined in the affirmative, by the fol- 
lowing vote: — 

Jlyes — Messrs. Ames, Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Clarke, 

Findley, Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Goodhue, Gordon, Gregg, 

Hartley, Heister, Hillhouse, Jacobs, Key, Kitchell, Kittera, Law- 
rance, Learned, Lee, Livermore, Macon, Madison, Mercer, 

Murray, Niles, Page, Schoonmaker, Sedgwick, Seney, Jere. 

Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sump- 
ter, Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wadsworth, 

Ward, Wayne, White, Williamson, Willis. — 50. 

Noes — Messrs. Barnwell, Benson. — 2. 

The second part of the motion was then taken up for consider- 
ation, as follows: — 

And their wish that the wisdom and magnanimity displayed 
in the formation and acceptance of the Constitution, may be re- 
warded by the most perfect attainment of its object, the perma- 
nent happiness of so great a people.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to this part of tlie reso- h. Journal, 
lution, it was decided in the affirmative, by the following vote; — P* 

^yes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, B. Bourne, Clarke, Findley, 
Fitzsimons, Giles, Gilman, Gregg, Hartley, Heister, Key, Kitch- 
ell, Kittera, Lee, Macon, Madison, Mercer, Murray, Niles, 

Page, Schoonmaker, Seney, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges, Sumpter, 

Thatcher, Tredwell, Tucker, Venable, Vining, Wayne, White, 

Willis.— 35. 

Noes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Goodhue, Gordon, 
Hillhouse, Jacobs, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Sedgwick, 

Jere. Smith, I. Smith, Wm. Smith, Wadsworth, Ward. — 16. 
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It was then ordered, that Messrs. Tucker, Madison, Mercer, 

Vining, and Page, be appointed a committee to wait on the Pre- 
sident of the United States with the resolution. And, on the 
13th, Mr. Tucker, from this committee, made report that the 
committee had discharged the duty assigned to them. 

The subject was taken up in the Senate, on the 12lh of March, 
when the following resolution was submitted for considera- 
tion: — 

Resolved — That the President of the United States of Arne- II. Journal, 
rica be requested to make known to the King of the French, the P* 
satisfaction with which the Senate of the United States have re- 
ceived the official communication of his acceptance of a constitu- 
tion, which, it is their earnest wish, may establish, on a solid basis, 
the freedom and prosperity of the French nation, and the hap- 
piness and glory of the monarch presiding over it.^’ 

The consideration of this resolution was postponed till the next 
day, when it was moved to postpone the above motion, in order 
to take up the following: — 

Resolved — That the President of the United States be in- s. Journal, 
formed that the Senate have received with satisfaction the official 
intelligence that the King of the French has accepted the Consti- 
tution presented to him by the National Assembly, and are 
highly gratified by every event that promotes the freedom and 
prosperity of the French nation, and the happiness and glory of 
their king. 

The question being taken on the motion to postpone, it was 
determined in the negative, by the following vote: — 

jiyes — Messrs. Bassett, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, Strong, Win- 
gate. — 6. 

JSfays — Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Butler, Carroll, Dickinson, 

Few, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Johnston, Izard, Lang- 
don, Lee, Monroe, Morris, Read, Robinson, Rutherford, Stan- 
ton, Sherman. — 21. 

The original was then amended and agreed to in the follow- id. p. 409. 
ing form: — 

<< Resolved — That the President be requested to make known 
to the King of the French, that the Senate of the United States 
have received, with the highest satisfaction, the official commu- 
nication of his acceptance of a constitution, which, it is their 
earnest wish, may establish, on a solid basis, the freedom and 
prosperity of the French nation, and the happiness and glory of 
the monarch presiding over it^^ 
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On the 14 th, it was ordered that the above resolution be signed s. Journal, 
— 77 by the Vice-President, and laid before the President of the P’ 

Ordered to ; , 

be laid be- United States by the secretary. 

fore the 

I resident. February, 1792, the following message was h. Journal, 

transmitted to the two houses of Congress by the President of P* 
the United States: — 

“ United States, February the ^th, 1792 . 

“ Gentlemen of the Senate^ and of the House of Representa- 
tives : — 

Message of An article of expense having occurred in the department of 

President, foreign affairs, for which no provision has been made by law, I 
lay before you a letter from the secretary of state, explaining the 
same, in order that you may do thereon what you shall find to 
be right. 

“ G. Washington.’^ 

joHK The message and letter were read, and referred to Messrs. Fitz- 

Browx gimons, Lawrance, and Goodhue. On the 22d, Mr. Fitzsimons, id p 517, 

Cutting. - , . . , » 1 . 1 * 

from this committee, made a report on the subject of the ac- 
count of John B. Cutting, transmitted by the secretary of state; 
and this report was taken up for consideration on the 4 th of May, ij p, 597^ 
when the following resolution was adopted by the House: — 

« Resolved — That in consideration of certain expenditures on 
behalf of the United States, made by John Brown Cutting, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety, there be ad- 
vanced and paid to the said John Brown Cutting the sum of two 
thousand dollars, out of any money not otherwise appropriated; 
and that the secretary of state be authorized to inquire into the 
entire claim of the said John Brown Cutting against the United 
States; and, upon receipt of the proofs and exhibits in support 
thereof, to ascertain what sum shall thereupon appear to be due 
to or from him, in account with the United States, including 
the advance hereby directed, and to report the same to the next 
session of Congress.” 

It was then ordered, that Messrs. Fitzsimons, Lawrance, and p 
Goodhue, prepare and bring in a bill pursuant to the above reso- 
lution. On the same day, Mr. Fitzsimons, from this committee, 
presented a bill concerning the claim of John Brown Cutting 
against the United States, which was then read the first and se- 
cond time, and committed to a committee of the whole house. 

The bill was amended in committee of the whole on the 7th; 
and, having been reported without amendment, was ordered to 
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bo engrossed and read the third time. The bill was then read 
the third time, and, on the question of its passage, the vote ap- 
pears to have been as follows:— 

%^yes — Messrs. Ames, Barnwell, Benson, Boudinot, B. Bourne, 
Clarke, Fitzsimons, Gordon, Griffin, Heister, Huger, Lawrance, 
Learned, Lee, Livermore, Madison, Muhlenberg, Murray, Page, 
Wm. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Tucker. — 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Ashe, Baldwin, S. Bourne, Brown, Giles, 
Goodhue, Key, Kitchell, Macon, Moore, Schoonmaker, Jere. 
Smith, I. Smith, Sturges, Sumpter, Silvester, Thatcher, Tred- 
well, Venable, Ward, White, Williamson. — 22. 

The bill was therefore passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. And, on the 7th and 8th, this bill passed through its 
various readings in the Senate. 


1792. 


H. Journal, 

p. 602. 


S. Journal, 
p. 440. 442 
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INDSX 


A. 

Acts, records, and seal, Bill to provide for 

safe keepingf of, - - Page 45 

Accounts between United States and indi- 
vidual states, - 446 — 453 

Measures to expedite settlement of, 448 
Bill to extend time for, - 453 — 455 

Addresses presented to President of United 

States, 33. 35. 69, 70. 102, 103. 119. 

121. 138. 140 

Adjournment, Resolutions concerning, 50 

Proceedings relating to, 51 

Appropriations for service of 1789, 680 

Ditto, 1790, 681 

Ditto, 1791, 681, 682 

Ditto, 1792, 682—686 

Ditto, 1793, 686—706 

Arrearages due to soldiers, proceedings re- 
lating thereto, - 449, 450 

Arts, useful, - - - 712—716 

Attorney General, Report of, and proceed- 
ings, - - 245 

Bill concerning, - 246 


B. 

Bank, United States, Bill to incorpo- 


rate, - - - 669—672 

Bill to reimburse loan to, - 673 — 676 

Supplementary, - - 672, 673 

Bankruptcy, Uniform System of, - 612 

Balances due to United States, to provide 

for, - - - 673 

Bailey, Francis, Petition of, - 713 

Barclay, Thomas, Relief of, - 558 

Barclay and Winey, do. - 659 

Barclay, Ralston, A^ignee of, - 560 

Barney, Joshua, Bill for relief of, - 529, 530 

Bell, Jacob, Petition of, - - 388 

Bland, Theodore, Death ofi - 77 

Bostwick, Elijah, Relief of, - 577 

Boulton’s, Matthew, Proposals to supply 

copper coinage, - 467 

Brigadier General, Message concerning, 501 

C. 

^ALnwBLL, Adam, Relief of, * .612 

'•mpbell. Relief o? - - 565,506 


Census, Bill to provide for taking, - 191, 192 

Returns of, - - 198 

Returns of, from South Carolina, 218 
Ceracchi, Memorial of, - - 717 

Chaplains, Resolution to appoint, 21. 65. 107. 

113. 133 

Right Rev. S. Provoost, elected. 29 


Rev. Wm. Linn, do., 40. 65 
Right Rev. Bishop White, 107. 113. 133 
Rev. Mr. Blair, 107. 113 
Rev. Ashbel Green, do. 133 
Charleston, Memorial of merchants of, 678, 679 
Churchman, Petition of John, magnetic 

needle, - - 709—712 

Circulars, to absent members, - 11 

Claims barred by acts of limitation, 655 

Not barred by, do. - 655 — 657 

Clerk of House of Representatives, John 

Beckley appointed, - - - 11 

Coins, Foreign, Resolution concerning, 471 
Bill regulating, - - 472 

Collection Bills, - - 298. 319 

To suspend provisions of, 328, 329. 332 
To amend, - - 329, 330 

To regulate, - - 319. 327. 341 

Commissioners for settling accounts be- 
tween the United States 
and individual states, 447 
Bill to increase salaries of, 447 
To treat with Indians, re- 
imbursement of, 523 

Of loans, provision for, 366 — 368 
Committee, to prepare rules for House of 

Representatives, - - 11 

Reported, - - - 14 

To prepare rules for cases of 
conference, - - 14 

Report of ditto, - -21 

To receive President of United 
States on landing from New 
Jersey, - - - 25 

To congratulate Vice-Presi- 
dent on his arrival, - 25 
To conduct Vice-President to 
Senate chamber, - 25 

Report of committee to re- 
ceive President, - 27 
To report what style or titles 
should be given to4he Pre- 
sident and Vice-President, 

27 . 227.289 
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Committee, to consider time and manner of 

administering oath to President, 27 
Report of, - - - - 27 

To prepare answer to speech of Presi- 
dent, 33. 68. 103. 120. 140 

To present address to President of the 
United States, 36. 69. 101. 119. 188 

(Joint) To report a mode of commu- 
nication betvi^een the two 
houses, - - 39, 40 

Report, - - 39, 40 

On keeping and distributing 
Journals, - - 40 

Report, - - 40, 41 

(Joint) A mode of receiving messages 

from the President, - 40 

Report, - - - 40 

To report as to supplying 
members with newspa- 
pers, and to receive pro- 
posals for printing, 42. 76 

Report, - - 42. 77 

(Joint) On enrolment of bills, - 43 

(Joint) To make arrangements for re- 
ception of President, 24. 27 

Report - - - 28 

(Joint) On enrolled bills, • - 45 

On mode of communicating 

acts to states, - -45 

On elections, 45. 76. 126 

Report of do. on petition of 

Ramsay, - 45 — 48 

Report of do. on New Jersey 

petitions, - 48 — 50 


(Joint) To report what business shall 
be acted on, 

60. 72. 74. 124. 131 
To inform President of intend- 
ed adjournment 50. 110. 145 
To view rooms in city hall, - 53 

Report, - - - 53 

To inform President of meet- 
ing of Congress, 65. 98. 113. 133 
On subject of rules, - 75 

Report - - - 76 

To prepare catalogue of books 

for.Congress, - - 77 

To revise laws of United 

States, - 108 


In elections, report of, in case 
of Jackson against Wayne, 126 
On resignation of Pinckney, 130 
To consider amendments to 
the Constitution, 152 

To arrange articles of amend- 
ment, . - 159 

To provide for taking census, 

191—193 

On the commencement of 

terms of service, 221 

Report, - - 221, 222 

jConceming time of choosing 
. electors, - 224 

Committ^ Appointraent of* ' * 125 

Ctomo^UliiCKtion, Mode of, between two 

houses* adopted, 38 — 40 


Compensation to President, Vice-President, 
senators, and representatives, 

230—230 

Constitution, Resolution to prefix a copy of, 

to the acts of the session, - 43 
Ratification of, by 11 states, 146 
By North Caro- 
lina, 146 

By Rhode Island, 146 
Amendment to, proposed by 

Rhode Island, 146. 149 
By Virginia, 149 — 151 
By New York, 151,152 
Motions to amend, 157 — 161. 190 
Articles of amendment to be 
submitted to the 

states, 160. 171—173 
Motions to amend articles, 

160—164 

And to add new ones, 164 — 169 
Amendments to, ratified 169, 170 
By Maryland, 174, 175 

By New Hampshire, 175, 176 
By South Carolina, - 176, 177 

By Delaware, - 177,178 

By Pennsylvania, - 178, 179 

By New York, - 179—181 

By North Carolina, - 181, 182 
By Rhode Island, - 182, 183 

By New Jersey, - 183, 184 

By Virginia, - 185, 186 

By Vermont, - 186 

By Pennsylvania, of let arti- 
cle, - - 184 

By Virginia, of do, - 185 

Amendments proposed, con- 
cerning the ju- 
diciary, 187. 189 
Report on do., • 190 

Copy-rights, Proceedings relating to, 707 — 709 

Consuls, Fees to, &c., - - 466—469 

Convention with France, bill to carry into 

effect, - - 465, 466 

Cook, David, Relief of, - - 565 

Courts, Circuit, apportionment of labour, 268 
Courts, Altering times of holding, 268, 269 
Creditors, Public, Petition of, - 644. 647 

Crimes and Punishments, - 263, 264 

Currency, Depreciation of, - 678, 679 

Customs, Inspectors of, Compensation to, 390 
Officers of, do., - - 390, 891 

Cutting, John Brown, Relief of, - 726, 727 


D. 


Debt, Relief of persons imprisoned for, 618 
Debts, Bill making provision for, 386 

Debt of the UnitSl States, Provision for, 

618—639 

Reduction of, - - 640, 641 

Recovery of lost evidences of, 644 — 646 
Debt, Domestic, Subscriptions of, 651 — 654 

Call on commissioners of, - 665, 666 

Denmark, Rix dollar of, Rate of) 608, 609 
Dobbyn, Hannibal, Petition of, - 409 
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Poor-keeper of House of Representatives, 

Gifford, Dalby, elected, 11. 113 
Assistant do., Thomas Claxton, 

elected, - 11. 113 

Of Senate, James Mathers, 
elected, - - - 24 

Duties, Remission of, - - 387 — 389 


E. 

Electors of President and Vice-President, 

when to be chosen, - 223 

Ely, John, Petition of, and bill, - 552, 553 

Estimates of appropriations required, called 

for, - - - 680 

Furnished from treasury, 680, 681 
Executive Departments, Bills to establish, 432 
Treasury, - - 437 — 439 

War, - - - 436, 437 

Foreign affairs, - 432—436 

Excise Districts, Arrangement of, 358 — 364 

Exportations, Bill to prevent, not duly in> 

spected, - - 602, 603 


F. 

Families of persons killed. Relief of, 547, 548 
Fees for transfer of public securities, con- 


cerning, - - 484 

Pines and Forfeitures, Remission of, 331, 332 
Fisheries, Protection of, - - 594 — 600 

Fitch John, Petition of, - 715, 716 

Foreign intercourse, Compensation to per- 
sons engaged in, - 455 — 458 

Foreign Aftairs, Department of, - 432 — 436 

France, Dauphin of. Death of, - 722 

Constitution of, accepted by king, 722 
Franklin, Benjamin, - - 721 

Freighters, Responsibility of, - 593, 594 

Frontiers, Bill for protection of, - 384—387 

Protection of, - - 502 — 513 


G. 


Gallipolis, Bill to grant lands to inhabit- 
ants of, - - 430,431 

Garanger, Lewis, Relief of, - 677—680 

Georgia, Assumption of debt of, - 639, 640 

Gibson, George, Relief of, - 563, 564 

Glaubeck, Baron de. Relief of, - 580, 581 

Government, Permanent seat of, 54. 60. ,81 
Offers of Virginia, Maryland, 

New Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, &.C., - - -54 

Bill to establish, - 60 — 63 

Motion to repeal, - - ^ 

Message of President con- 
cerning, - - 108, 109 

Bill relating to, - 109, 110 

Plan of city, transmitted, 125 
Plat of territory on Potomac, 

143, 144 


79S 

Gould, David, Relief of, - . 657,5fi» 

Greene, General, Relief ofj - 666—670 


H. 

Half Pay, claims to, to regulate, 535 — 541 

Hanson, A. C., Bill for relief of, - 267 

Heaton, Robert, Petition of, - 887, 888 

Hebert & Co., of Paris, Propositions of, 429 
Henderson, Joseph, Relief of, - 674. 675 

Hospitals, Marine, - - 649 


I. 

Illinois and Oubache companies, Petition 

of, - . - 431 

Importations from Rhode Island, to pre- 
vent, - - 609 

Imposts and Tonnage, - - 287 — 339 

Indians, Hostility of, - - 485 — 499 

Concerning ireatics'with, 

514-^19. 624 
Trade and intercourse with, 519. 625, 526 
Expedition against, - 521, 522 

Papers relating to, - 525, 526 

Interest on sums ordered by Congress of 

1785, as indemnity, &c., - 657 


J. 

Jackson, James, Petition of, against elec- 
tion of Wayne, - 126 — 129 

Journals, Resolution of House of Represen- 
tatives to furnish members witli 
sets, - - - - 41 

Order of House of Representa- 
tives to send copies to state exe- 
cutives and legislatures, 41 

Executive, Extracts from, to be 
furnished to members, 107 

Entering and publishing, 123, 124 
Judicial Proceedings, Authentication of, 260,261 
Judiciary, Bill to establish, - 239. 248 

To extend to North Carolina, 243 
Rhode Island, 243 
Department, salaries of, 

244,245.248.261 
Bill in addition to act to esta- 
blish, - - 247, 248 

Processes, Bill to regulate, 251, 252 
Processes, Bill to continue in 
force. Act to regulate, 

252,268 

Bill to compensate officers and re- 
gulate processes, - 253. 200 

Justice, Fugitives from, - 261, 202 


K. 

Kentuokt, Admission of, ' - 209—272 

Kimberty, E., Petition of, - 679 
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tjJtDBf Public, Uniform system for dispo- 
sition of, - - 408 

Resolutions concerning, - 409 

Land-offices, Bill to establish, - 408 — 413 

Lands, Cession of, by North Carolina, 414 — 416 
reserved by Virginia for officers, 

&c., - - - 416. 419 

Vacant, Message of President con- 
cerning, - - 420, 421 

North-western, Bill concerning, 421—424 
Learning, encouragement of. Bill to 
amend, - - - 708, 709 

Light-house bill - - - - 586 

to amend, - - 588 

in Charleston Harbour ceded, 588 

at Sandy Hook, ceded, - 588 

to finish on Portland Head, - 588 

to erect at Montuk Point, 589 
to finish at Bald Head, N. C. 589 
Lists of votes for President, how to be 
transmitted, - - - - 223 

Loan, Dutch, - - - 650. 662 

Loans to pay debts due to states, 657 — 662 

Loan, resolution of House concerning, re- 
ceiving of, in domestic debt, - 603 

Bill concerning do., - 063, 664 

Lutterloh, Petition of, - 575, 576 

M. 

Maps, purchase of, ordered, - - 142 

Maryland, claim of, - - 664, 665 

Resolution concern- 
ing place, 78 — 80 
Resolution and bill, 

to alter time, 110 , 111 
M'Cord, John, relief of, - - 557 

Mercer, General Hugh, Bill concerning, 581,582 
Messages from President, mode of re- 
ceiving by tiie two houses, adopted, - 40 

Mediterranean trade, - - 605 — 607 

Meeting of Congress, Bill to alter time of 

next, - - 52 

Messenger of Senate, Cornelius Maxwell 
elected, - - - - 21 

Military establishment, - - 495 — 501 

Proposition to reduce, 513, 514 
Militia, Organization of, - 485 — 493 

Pensions to, - - 548. 549 

Mint, Proceedings concerning, - 467 

Bill to establish, - 468 — 470 

Bill to amend act to establish, 471, 472 
Moore, S., Petition of, - - 662. 663 

Morris, Robert, Memorial of, - 475. 478 

Morocco, Emperor of. Appropriation to 
perfect treaty with, - - 606, 607 

Motion to allow members right to enter 
protest, - - - - 41 

N. 

NATu&Aua^TioN, Concerning, - 716, 717 

National defence, Concerning, - - 487 


Navigation, Encouragement of, * • HI 

Navy, Memorial of officers, - - 8 S& 

New Jersey, Petitions of inhabitants of, 
complaining of illegality of elections, 42—50 
Newspapers, Resolution concerning, - 73 

Postage on, to reduce, - 406 

New York City Hall opened to Congress, 

and proceedings thereon, - 52, 53 
Vote of thanks for City Hall, 97 
North Carolina cession, Boundary of, 416 

O. 

Oath, Bill to regulate the taking of, 12 — 14 

Form of, prescribed, - - 12 

Administered, - - 14. 24. 113 

Officers of House, to remain till succes- 
sors appointed, ... I 45 

Officers, foreign. Debt to, - - 646 

Ohio company. Petition of, - 425—428 

Order, Question of, - - - 78 

P. 

Papers, original. Order to return, - 144 

Parmill, Joseph, Relief of, - - 566 

Penalties under copy-right law. To in- 
crease, - - - - 709 

Pennsylvania, Contract with, - - 428 

Raising troops within, - 585 

Pensions, invalid. Concerning, 

530, 531. 535—542, 543. 546 
To prevent transfers of, - 531 

To widows, orphans, and inva- 
lids, - . - 532—535 

Petitions for, - - M2 

Mode of payment, relating to, 546, M7 
Militia, - - 548, M9 

Philadelphia, Congress meet at, 97. 112. 132 
Commissioners of, offer accommo- 
dations, &c., - - - 106 

library opened to Congress, 106. 124 
Pinckney, Resignation of, - - 130 

President of Senate, John Langdon elect- 
ed, - - - 12 

pro tem.i Richard Henry 

Lee elected, 131 
Right to vote de- 
cided, - 131 

John Langdon 

elected, 132. 145 

Post-master General, Letter from, - 392 

Plan from, - 393 

Post-office, Resolution concerning, 392, 393 

Bills concerning, - 393—395 

Situation of, - - 405, 406 

Post-offices, and post-roads. Bill to esta- 
blish, - - - * 397 — 406 

Posts in the wilderness, Bill conceniing, 529 
President of U. S., Votes for examined, 12. 144 
Ceremonial of receiv- 
ing, - 24, 25 

Reception of, and ad- 
ministering of oath 
to, . - 29 
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President of U. S., Speech of, let con- 
gress, 1st session, 20 — 24 
Do. 2d do. 65-68 

Do. 3d do. 98—101 

Speech of, 2d con- 
gress, 1st session, 113 — 119 
Do. 2d do. 133—138 

Reply of, to addresses, 

37. 70. 72. 103. 106. 120. 

122. 142, 143 
Message of, concern- 
ing intended recess, 51, 52 
Style and title of de- 
termined, - 227. 229 

Prisoners, Safe keeping of, - 264, 265 

Public credit, Provision for support of, - 332 

Resolutions concerning, 333, 334 

a 

Quorum of first 1 louse of Representatives, 1 1 

of Senate, - - - 12 

R. 

Ramsay, D., Petition of, against return of 

Wm. Smith, - - 45 — 48 

Petition for copy-right, - 707 

Read, Nathan, and Stevens, (John,) peti- 
tion for exclusive privileges, 713 

Representatives, House of. Answer to 
speech of President, 


1st 

Congress, 

Ist Session, 

35,36 


1)0. 

2d 

do. 

70—72 


Do. 

3d 

do. 

103—105 

2d. 

Do. 

1st 

do. 

121, 122 


Do. 

2d 

do. 

140—142 


Representatives, present at meeting of first 

Congress, - - 9 

Absent, - - - 10 

Present at meeting of 

2d &'6sion, 64, 65 
Do. do. 3d do. 97,98 
2d Congress, let Session, 112 
Do. 2d do. 132 
Apportionment of, 194 — 217 
Resolution, Joint, that President, Vice-Pre- 
sident, and houses, attend 
Divine service, 28, 29 

(point.) On mode of transmitting 

acts to states, - 45 

Concerning permanent seat 

of government, 54 — 60 
Rhode Island, Extension to, of bill providing 

for taking census, - 192, 193 

Rules of the House of Representatives, 14 — 19 
Additional, - - 19, 20 

Reported and recommitted, - 20 

Of Senate, - - 21, 23 

(Joint,) as to enrolment of bills, 

&c., - - - 43 

On subjects of reconsideriition, - 75 
Relating to amendment of bills re- 
scinded, - - - 106 


Rules, Of former Congress adopted, - 122 
Additional, ... 128^ 

Senate, - - - - 123 


S. 


Saddler’s, Christopher, Petition, 830, 831 
Salaries of executive officers, Bills to esta- 
blish, . - • 439—441 

Sands, Comfort, Bill concerning, - 573, 574 

Scriba, George, Petition of, • - 409 

Seamen, Hospitals for, - - - 549 

Distressed Soldiers and, 649 — 550 

Sick and infirm, - 552 

Increase of, - - 652 

Regulation of, in merchants* ser- 
vice, - - 601 

Secretary of Senate, I. A. Otis, elected, - 24 
Senators present at meeting of, 

1st Congress, Ist Session, • 9 

Present at 2d do. - 64 

Do 3d. do. - 97 

2d Congress, Ist Session, - 112 

Do. 2d do. - 182 

Classification of, - 218 — 221 

Senate, Answer of, to speech of President, 

Ist Congress, Isl Session, 33 — 35 
Do. 2d do. 69, 70 

Do. 3d do. 102, 103 

2d Congress, 1st do. 119, 120 

Do. 2d do. Ir38, 139 

Motions to open dfX)r8 of, 76. 107. 125. 143 
Motion to admit members of House, 125, 126 
Sergeant-at-arms of Senate, Joseph Whea- 
ton elected, - - - 40 

Ships, Enrolling, licensing, and registering, 

590.593 

Sinking fund, Report of commissioners of, 

641 644 

Call on do. - ’677 


Slaves, Importation of, - - 327 

Slavery, Abolition of, - - 71S 

Speaker, F. A. Muhlenberg, elected, - 11 

To appoint committees, - 7tV 

Vote of thanks to, - -97 

Jonathan Trumbull, elected, - 112 

Vote of thanks, and reply, - 145' 

Spirits, Duties on, - - 341 — 357 

St. Clair’s defeat, Concerning, - 582 — 585 

St. Domingo, Letter from General Assem- 
bly of, - - 613 

States, Laws of, Order to procure, - 124 

Stenographers, Motion to employ, - 123 

Steuben, Baron, Bill for relief of, 553 — 557 

Stirling, Sarah, widow of Earl of, 560, 661 
Storer, Ebenezer, Relief of, - 581, 662 

Surveyor General, Bill to provide for, 416 
Swain, Shubael, Petition of, - 390 


Symmes’, John Cleves, purchase of Iands,424,426 


T. 

Tax, Continental, Receivers of, 391 
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Teas, Duties on, 342. 364. 372 

- To extend time for payment of du- 
ties on, - - 865 

Terms of service, When ‘to commence, 221, 222 
Territory south of Ohio, Government of, 446 
Than ksg^i vine*, Day of, - - 63,64 

Thayre, Simeon, Relief of, - 578, 579 

Terms of duties. Acts giving assent to acts 
of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Is- 
land, concerning, - 610, 611 

Trade and navigation, Bill concerning, 604 
With other powers in North Ameri- 
ca, - - - 604, 605 

With Great Britain, and foreign na- 
tions, - - (W7, 608 

Treasury, Secretary of, Motions concerning 

violations of law by, - 478 — 183 

Complaint of, concerning inaccu- 
racy of printing reports, 4H3, 484 
Treasury, Motions concerning, - 473, 474 

Treaties, Resolution to append to laws, - 77 
Tonnage, Duties on, 310, 311. 317. 319. 327. 

, 320, 3J10 

Tucker, John, Bill for relief of, - 266 

Turner, Judge, Petition of, - 445 

Twining, Nathaniel, Bill for relief of, 406 — 408 

V. 

Vacancies in office of President and Vice- 

President, - - 222 

Officer to fill, - 223, 224 

Vermont, Admission of, - - 272 — ^286 

Veto of President on apportionment bill, 215, 216 


Vermont, Regulation of repreeentativea in, 284 : 

Extension of laws to, - 286 

Vessels, Registering of, - - 590---594 

Unloading, in case of obstructions , 
by ice, - ' 594 

Vice-President, Votes for, examined, - 12 
Address of, on taking the 
chair of the Se- 
nate, - 25 — 27 

Leave of absence to, - 131 
Vincennes, St, Petition of inhabitants of, 

429, 430 

Virginia Line, Message concerning, 419 


W. 

Warrinoton, James, Relief of, - 571 

Washington, Statue of, - - 717 

Webb, 0., Petition of, - - 391 

Weights and measures, - - 614 — 617 

Western Territory, Bills to provide for go- 
vernment of, - - 444, 445 

West Point, Purchase of, - 562, 563 

White, Anthony Walton, Relief of, 571 

Wilmington Academy, - - 566 

Wines, Bill to repeal duties on, - 340 

To prolong term for payment of du- 
ties on, - - 342 — 364 

Concerning duties on, 337. 364. 372 
Wishart, 'J'homas, Relief of, - 576, 577 

Woodrop and Sims, Petition of, - 389 

Wrecks, Bill to remit duties on goods saved 

from, •- - - 371 
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